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This book is for
My love, my life, my husband
Who encouraged me to put my story on paper, this is for you baby.
 
 



Chapter 1
Marcus and Elizabeth Devonshire
23 years earlier
Marcus and Elizabeth are fairly young for a King and Queen. They have only been fully Dragons for about ten years now. Marcus lost his parents when he was about eighteen years old. They went for a flight one foggy night and never came home. When Marcus was twenty, some college buddies and he decided to go to Italy for a spring break trip. While he was there he felt an incredibly strong pull and followed it. He met Elizabeth. She was the princess of the Italy Sect. 
Marcus was instantly in love with Elizabeth she was absolutely beautiful. She had the whitest hair he has ever seen and blue eyes you could drown in. They were an amazing aqua blue color with flecks of white in them. She introduced him to her parents the King and Queen of the Italy Sect. They agreed right off that these two were meant to be and they allowed Marcus to take her to his home in America, where they would become the King and Queen of the America Sect.
Life was good for years. They were a very happy couple and he thought himself to be a good King. He didn’t have many people to look after, it was a small Sect. Marcus allowed them to live where they wanted and how they wanted to. He just had one rule, Check in with him after a flight or a vacation. California was becoming very populated and the flying was becoming harder and harder. If you did not check in, Marcus and Elizabeth would have a road trip and check in on you. 
Most of the time the members just got lazy, or were stuck in their Dragon form in a cave. Being the King and Queen, Marcus and Elizabeth could always sense them, and they would always hike up to the cave and help them escape. Sometimes though, they would just find a pile of ash with the most beautiful flowers of all colors growing out of the ash. That’s what happened to Dragons when they die. If they are injured they bleed out quickly and turn to ash, and new life grows in their ashes. 
In February 1990, Elizabeth found out she was expecting a child. Marcus and she were so excited to finally be having their family. Elizabeth had found out last November her Parents never returned from a flight. She had a thought that the Dragon Race was in danger, but with this pregnancy worry went out the window. They had created a new life another Full-blood. 
In March they got a letter from the Ireland Sect, they too were expecting. This made everything so much better in Elizabeth’s eyes. This meant that if she had the opposite sex of the Ireland King and Queen, that their children would be soul mates. This is what she knew about soul mates of the Pearl Dragon, since after all she is a Pearl herself. With the Pearl Dragon, usually a male is born and then his soul mate is born within five years of him. Sometimes sooner but never later and the female were never born first. 
The King and Queen of the Ireland Sect, Makayla and Ethan, stated they were about five months along and they were just putting word out that a Male was to be expected, they had a King being born. Elizabeth sent word that she too was expecting and as soon as she found out the sex of her baby she would write back.
Several months went by and Makayla kept up the letters, seems she needed a friend to share in the joy of her pregnancy as well. Elizabeth loved that she had someone to talk to about her pregnancy and they could compare their notes. In July Elizabeth found out she was carrying a girl. 
Elizabeth knew then that she carried the Queen to the Ireland Sect. She was elated. As soon as she got home she called Makayla and had to tell her instead of waiting for a letter. They talked for several hours and got to know each other a little more. They shared their family histories and talked about how their children would be in the future. 
The calls and letters got fewer and fewer as the months went on. Dragons usually had very easy pregnancies but they could not shift with child. This was the painful part for Elizabeth she loved her Dragon form and wanted so badly to fly. Marcus hated to leave her alone so he endured the pain, also not shifting into his Dragon. Elizabeth was due November 6th so she still had a couple months to endure the pain.
In September, during a rare storm, Marcus knew to expect some calls in the morning or late into the night. However, those calls never came. Not one of his five members checked in. All five couples were missing or in trouble. Marcus and Elizabeth decided to hop in the car and visit each and every one just to make sure everything was ok. 
When they got to the first house he couldn’t sense any other Dragon. They decided to check the forest anyway and they found two large ash piles with flowers about two hundred yards apart. When they got to the other houses some had ash nearby the others had nothing, not a thing, no ash and no sense of them. Marcus and Elizabeth became paranoid then. Something or someone is out there killing them off. They are the last of the America Sect, The last two Dragons in America. 
This frightened Elizabeth to her very core. This baby was everything to them. Elizabeth thought maybe they could leave the country, go to the Ireland Sect. They had the money to just leave. They didn’t have anything in America anymore. It was at that moment that she remembered, in her last letter to Makayla, they had made plans to meet in fifteen years right here in California.
They both made an agreement, they needed to raise the children separate, teach them their history on their own. She had to stick by that agreement. They couldn’t just go to another King and Queens Territory. She had to stay where they were, she could not risk the baby. This was their Territory. They needed to rebuild the race, track down the half-bloods and turn them, then go into seclusion like their ancestors had in the past.
Marcus and Elizabeth packed up their small house and moved up north to the mountain city of Paradise. They found a cute little house away from people, they felt safe in the mountain. Marcus got a chance to fly a couple times in the low clouds and fog of the mountain. They finally felt safe once October hit. Their daughter would be here soon and they needed to get the other bedroom prepared for her. 
They had picked out the name already and she was going to be their Zoe Mechelle. They decorated her room in pastel purple and pearl colors. Her crib was done in Ivory and lace, the walls a soft purple and lots of stuffed animals. Elizabeth loved going to town to the little baby boutique and picking out little girl outfits. She couldn’t wait to hold her daughter and tell her how much she loved her.
November 1st came and went, it had been a while since Marcus had flown, and he knew Elizabeth could go into labor anytime. He never wanted to leave her side. On the 3, Marcus’s head pain was so intense that all his muscles were quivering. His Dragon wanted the release. His Dragon also knew it was time to celebrate the birth soon and wanted to soar high. Elizabeth noticed his pain and his muscles bunch and flex and shake violently. She told him she felt fine and didn’t feel like she was going to have Zoe today, she told him to go take advantage of the early snow fall and the clouds. She wished she could join him too but she did not. 
She decided to go lie down and take a nap while he was out. It was around 5pm and she told him to be home around 9 that she wanted to cook him a late dinner. Elizabeth woke up suddenly at 8pm. She thought she heard Marcus call to her. She ran outside and could sense him about a mile away. Running did not bother her being pregnant. She was still incredibly fast with the large belly. She grabbed a coat and her boots and took off in his direction, sensing he was in trouble. 
When she was near him she sensed something else, someone else, many people in fact with large trucks. She heard Marcus roar, then nothing, silence, but for the yelling of the men. Then she heard the chains, the chains being pulled and scraping into the back of the largest truck that was there in the field. She panicked and hid, stayed as quiet as possible. Elizabeth could sense Marcus, he was hurt and unconscious. As soon as the men closed the doors on the large truck all sense of Marcus was gone. 
Elizabeth took off running, tears streaming down her face blinding her as she ran. She was in complete panic mode. She boarded up the windows and doors cried until there were no more tears to come. She felt lost, Zoe would be here any day and her Dragon would call, would want to fly, celebrate the life of Zoe the newest Queen. That scared her most of all, the flight after Zoe is born, there was a possibility she would not come back. That thought got Elizabeth moving preparing a life for her baby if she was taken or killed. Elizabeth called a lawyer, made a trust fund, and made all the arrangements in case she disappeared. Once the baby was born, if Elizabeth disappeared, this lawyer was to contact Makayla, have Zoe sent to Ireland. 
Elizabeth spent two days writing up the story of Marcus and her. She collected all the journals of her parent’s history, of her ancestors, and grabbed Marcus’s family heritage journals. She also wrote in her private journal when she could. She wrote of the capture and what she sensed and saw. She spent time in town looking for a nice family. There was on that caught her eye. They lived in town, had a little boy and a little girl, they looked like a happy little family. She thought she could leave Zoe in their care when she had to take to the skies. 
Zoe arrived at 8:30 on November 7th 1990. Her birth certificate was made and a copy faxed to the lawyer. Zoe was a beautiful baby with her mother’s hair and her Father’s deep blue eyes with pearl flecks. She had ivory skin and rosy cheeks; she was a very healthy baby. Elizabeth was released the next day, as she had no complications with the birth, just a deep worry about what was to come. She knew once she shifted that there was a strong chance she wasn’t coming back. She just had a deep feeling she was going to be hunted too. 
She got to hold Zoe for four days before the pain took over. She wrote up a note, packed up the diaper bag, and picked up her baby. Her tears blinded her as they flowed, she could barely see as she kissed Zoe. She walked her down to the house she knew the family lived in. She put a large amount of money into the diaper bag, the note and the birth certificate, she also made sure to include the Lawyers contact information, in case Elizabeth did not come back. She set her on the doorstep and kissed Zoe’s cheek. Zoe was asleep and looked at peace. Elizabeth ran, her heart was breaking and the pain was unbearable, tears streamed down her face as she cursed herself, she hated her Dragon at that moment. 
She ran to the clearing that she and Marcus had picked out for this “celebration” flight. She shifted right there with a loud roar and took off into the sky. She felt the pull of the men as soon as she came around the bend. She heard the shots before she could flip around and turn back the way she came. They hit her solid in her wing and her left leg, she went down hard. She lost consciousness once she hit land. She woke up to the men packing her wounds with gauze and strapping chains to her feet. 
Elizabeth vowed that she was NOT going to be taken. These men will have to kill her right here or let her go. She knew her wounds were bad, but they were not life threatening, if she could just get to the trees, she could shift and out run them. But in these chains she could not turn. She thought of Marcus then, how he was unconscious when they took him. Oh Marcus where was he? Then she thought of Zoe, she had to get back to Zoe. Elizabeth picked her head up. She saw that the men were not looking at her head. They were concentrating on the wounds on her legs. She thrashed and growled pulling free of two of the chains. That’s when she noticed the man outside the truck with a very large gun, and his eyes.
The man’s eyes had red flecks in them. She remembered feeling the men, she remembered feeling the men that took Marcus, and these men were half-bloods. She kept thrashing and growling, she had to get back to Zoe. The man on the outside moved to the side and shot her in the neck with something. She started to feel weak, as soon and she recognized the instant feeling of fatigue, she knew he shot her with a tranquilizer, she kicked with all the strength she had left, she knew she could not stay awake long enough to get away now. 
She felt large hooks imbedded in her legs then. They were attached to the chains and the truck. This was the only chance she was going to get. Elizabeth twisted her legs, pulled them up as far and as hard as she could. The kick worked and made the hook rip down her leg and into a major vain. She felt the blood pour down and around her body, she felt the red hot pain of the cut, but could not scream out. She closed her eyes, she felt like she was floating, then she was being pulled, when she opened her eyes again she was in the arms of her Mother and Father. Elizabeth looked around and saw thousands of Dragons, in their human and Dragon forms. She did not see Marcus anywhere, he was not there. She knew she was dead, that Marcus was still alive. 


Cries ripped through the night, a door opened, a baby found, and the father of the nice family Elizabeth picked out, held Zoe in his arms. The cries of a baby woke him. There was a baby at his door. He yelled for his wife to come down and look. They bring the baby inside and just looked at each other. The couple was unsure and didn’t know what to do. The mother picked the crying baby up and grabbed a bottle from the diaper bag. She began to feed her, wanting the screaming stop. The Mother did not want this screaming baby to wake her children. As she grabbed the bottle her eyes glanced over the whole bag and she noticed the money. 
She gasped “Babe, look at all that Money!” “Oh, my goodness! Who would put that much money in a diaper bag?”
Her husband quickly opened the bag and pulled the money out, he noticed the note “there is a note here too babe.” He told his wife. 
“Well hurry up and read it.” The husband opened the letter and began to read:
Dear Mr. and Mrs. 
I have noticed you with your children around town. I also noticed how loving you are with them. If you are reading this note then something bad has happened to me. I am hoping that you will look after my baby girl Zoe. There is a business card enclosed, it is for my lawyer, it should be in the bag, call him as soon as you can, he will make arrangements to have Zoe picked up from you. Enclosed is some money for your troubles, please look after my little girl until my Lawyer can come for her. Also her birth certificate is enclosed for verification for the Lawyer as he has never seen Zoe.
Thank you and god bless
Elizabeth Devonshire
“She is asking us to care for the baby, to call this Lawyer here, to keep the baby until he comes. The money is ours, for our trouble.” The man told his wife.
“I don’t want this baby Hal. I can’t keep track of the two we got, what am I going to do with it while you’re always at work?”
“Well then call the cops let them handle it, they can track down this Devonshire lady and charge her with abandonment.” said Hal.
“Fine but I am keeping that money, toss that letter and the birth certificate in the fire, all we need is for this woman to come up with a lie when they find her. She could tell them she paid us or something.” said the woman.
“You are one evil bitch of a woman Eve. I can’t believe you can’t watch this baby for maybe a week. But you have always been a bitch. And that is an awful lot of money, I could quit the factory and we could finally move to our dream house with this and get out of this awful town” Hal said.
“Now you’re thinking baby, find me some paper will you? And take this thing I don’t want it” Eve told Hal.
Hal took the baby while Eve went to find some paper. She found a pad in the top drawer of the desk and quickly wrote a note, it just stated the baby’s first and middle name and that she didn’t want her. They hid the money upstairs and Hal put all the other papers in the fire. They called the police and waited. When the police came, they took Hal and Eve’s statements, and then they took Zoe to the station. She was placed with social services and sent to the Foster home of the Camden’s. Where she stayed until she was six years old.
 
 



Chapter 2
Kaiden
Pacing the floor of his studio apartment, Kaiden tries to remember the dream. He heard the song again. He has been hearing it off and on for the past six months. This song calls to him, pulls at his heart and soul. He needs to find it. Kaiden believes that if he finds the song he will find her. Everything counts on him finding her, he knows that much. If he doesn’t find her soon things may be lost forever. His people may become extinct forever, after all, he is possibly the last Pearl King there is.
Kaiden Michaels is a Full-blood Pearl Dragon, the King of the race. Seven years ago his parents were murdered as he was forced to watch. That night he learned his parents were the last Pearls alive they knew of. He learned they came to America to find his soul mate. He needs her to become his Dragon, he needs her to rebuild their race and find the others that have been put in hiding. There are possibly 6 other sets of soul mates out there in hiding and they might not know anything about themselves, or the Dragon that needs to be freed. Kaiden knows there are lots of half-bloods, half human half Dragon, but they need a King to turn them. The Full-bloods just need to find their soul mates. Full-bloods can be turned by their soul mate, make love, and bite each other. If there is no soul mate, a Pearl King or Queen can bite them and the process will happen. The half-bloods though, they need to be bitten by a king or queen. Kaiden is the only male Pearl that is known to be alive.
Kaiden refuses to go home to Ireland until he finds his soul mate. It’s been seven years since he has seen his home on the mountain. The mountain has been in his family for generations. It is an entire mountain in Ireland, with a large home that goes halfway into the mountain. There are thousands of acres below the mountain, it is completely secluded, and there isn’t a town within hundreds of miles. 
His ancestors loved freedom to let their Dragon fly and be free. What are left of the Sect live on the land, half-blood and full-bloods live in peace there. His ancestors have always kept their Sect within the border. There were only three different races of Dragons on his land when he left. His mother and Father were Pearl Dragons, the rarest, and the King and Queen of the Dragons. His Fathers best man Charles is a Fury Dragon. Charles is still there in keeping everything in order. Charles recently lost his soul mate Dalia. The Water Dragons that lived in his Sect were lost with Dalia as well. 
Dalia and the Water Dragons, Jean and Clair, went into town to get supplies. Their ashes were found near the border of the Sect land a couple hours after they were to return. No one knows what happened to them.
For the most part Dragons are Immortal, once turned you stay that age forever. But Dragons can still be killed, in Human form or Dragon form. In the past Dragons were hunted by humans who saw them in the sky, humans were scared of the huge beast they saw in the air. They hunted them into hiding. Hundreds of years were spent in caves. 
According to Kaiden’s parents, Dragons have been around for centuries, they used to be able to fly anywhere and just be free. Not anymore, too many cities are popping up around the world and just as many people. There used to be Sects all over the world. They slowly started to disappear. 
Charles is the only Dragon Kaiden knows of that is left. Kaiden knows that his Fathers men, and in other Sects, the Full-blood males would go out and make half-bloods with the human woman to keep the race living. Charles has started doing this since he lost Dalia. He is heartbroken, but knows the race is also in his hands until Kaiden finds his soul mate. Charles prays that there are other Full-bloods left doing the same. But Charles feels all is still lost if Kaiden does not find her. From all the info Kaiden’s Parents have gathered over the last Twenty five years Kaiden and his soul mate were the last Pearls born.
Charles found the letters between Kaiden’s mother, Makayla and the other queen Elizabeth. The last letter came about three weeks before Kaiden was born. They had set up a meeting in California. They went there seven years ago and were murdered. Kaiden is still there. Looking, always looking. Charles hadn’t found the letters for several years, as he did not want to go through his King and Queens’s personal belongings. When he found the letters he immediately gave the names to Kaiden. The names were given only a couple months ago.
Once Kaiden had the names of the other King and Queen they were supposed to meet so long ago he started his research. He found land sales and royalties in the names of Marcus and Elizabeth Devonshire, but nothing else so far. He stayed close to their last known location in California. Kaiden found it hard to believe that Dragons liked the city life. But it was not far from some high hills, and well California did have lots of fog for Pearls to fly in. 
Kaiden remembered his parents, they mainly flew at night, but on a good stormy day with lots of big white fluffy clouds they could hide in they flew then too. He longed for the day to shift into his Dragon. He remembered how beautiful his parents were in their Dragon forms. His Father was massive with pearly white scales that shined in the light. Huge claws the size of a car and his father’s eyes. They were the same as his a violet color with hints of pearl flecks in them. 
In Dragon form his father’s eyes were as large as his human head and slit like a lizards. His wings were huge, fully outstretched they were almost fifty yards across. His mother was almost identical to his father, but smaller and more feminine. She had the most gorgeous green eyes with flecks of pearl. His Parents told him the eyes, the flecks, is how to identify another Dragon, but he will also feel an undeniable pull and that will tell him that she is the one. 
He knows she was born around the same time as him now, since Charles found the letters. Although Kaiden had Charles change his age when he was fifteen to eighteen, he knows his real age, knows that she too is twenty two years old. Kaiden thinks he will find her here in the city, at a club, or the mall, or somewhere women like to go. He knows she comes from money like him, all Dragons have lots of money. He goes to all the fancy night clubs and restaurants. Women try to get his attention all the time at these places but never the woman he is looking for.
Kaiden knows he is unique looking. He is tall with chestnut brown hair and violet eyes. He is very well built and likes to dress the part. He is confident and can talk to anyone about anything. He has put himself in schools looking for her. Kaiden is very well educated, in school, and now in life. He has given in to guilty pleasures with a beautiful woman, it never went beyond a one night thing, his heart belongs to only one woman, and he needs to find her before it’s too late.
 



Chapter 3
Zoe
“Justine, are you home? I got some coffee!” Zoe yells out into the apartment.
“Justine?” Gosh where can she be? Justine always beats her home. As she walks room to room, which isn’t hard they live in a tiny two bedroom apartment. She finally finds her passed out curled around the toilet. She quickly walks back to the kitchen to set the coffee down and get a wet rag to clean her up. What she didn’t notice while looking for Justine was all the bottles in the sink. Justine must have had another bad night. She throws the bottles in the trash and wets the cloth with lots of cold water and twists it out. She makes her way back to the bathroom, sliding to her knees right behind Justine. She lays the cold rag across her neck as Justine begins to moan. Justine only drinks like this when she has nightmares or thoughts of the past, mainly, their past their childhood.


We met when I was nine years old. I got caught again by social services and they were bringing me to a new foster home. I never stayed in one too long. Most of them were mean people or dirty ones. Sometimes they looked good, like normal good people. Then after a week or so I would hear the “dad” or the “big brother” coming. I always heard them coming though; I hear everything exceptionally well. I am incredibly fast too. As soon as I would hear the step pause at my door, I would be out the window and down the street by the time they got the door open. So when I was nine they were bringing me to yet another foster home.
I left my first foster family at six years old. It’s the home I miss the most. I had been there since I was a baby; I had a good Mommy and Daddy, even a big sister Carla and big brother Pete. But when I turned six everything changed, and I learned not to trust anyone. Pete stopped going to my sister Carla’s room and one night came to mine. I thought he wanted to read me a bedtime story, boy was I wrong.
Pete was sixteen then, he was a really good brother always playing with me and he never picked on me like my friends big brothers did. He said he wanted to play a game. We played games all the time; he was very good at playing games, with my sister and me. So tonight I thought was no different. 
Pete wanted to play doctor so I went and got my little doctor kit out of my toy box. He started by taking my temperature and listening to my heart, and then gave me some fake medicine. Then it was my turn to take his temperature and give him his medicine. Usually we both pretended that the medicine put us to sleep and we would lay there until he would start to tickle me. Tonight was different.
It was his turn to be doctor again, he started to rub my tummy, then my legs, and he told me he needed a better look at my legs, told me to take off my pajama pants. I didn’t want to do this I have never been in just my underwear around Pete, Mommy always made sure the door was closed, said it was not right for boys to see me in my under clothes. Mommy also warned me of bad men who sometimes do bad things to little girls and to never let anyone touch me in my private place. She told me I should always tell her if someone touched me or tried to touch me. But this was Pete he was my brother I trusted him.
So I took my pajamas off, and sat there in my underwear. He then said it was my turn and he took off his pants, he had no underwear on. I opened my mouth to scream, I have never seen a boy’s private parts and well they look kind of scary. He saw that I was about to scream and clamped his hand over my mouth. He told me if I screamed I would wake Mommy and Daddy up, and they would be very mad that I was awake playing with my toys, instead of sleeping.
I didn’t like to be in trouble so I didn’t scream. He grabbed my hand and told me that it was my turn to be doctor and that I needed to check his private area closely, make sure it was ok. I got really scared and grabbed my pajamas. He moved to get up and lock my door; I had my pajamas in hand and was out the window and down the street before he even turned around.
The police found me at my school the next day. I loved school it was the one place I always felt safe, not to mention, I love learning new things. When the police found me they put me in the car told me they were taking me home. I tried to tell them what Pete tried to make me do, but they didn’t listen. I ran away every night till they just took me to a new home.
So when I was nine they took me to another foster home. There were ten kids in this house, all foster kids. They put me in a room with three other girls. I made sure I was by a window that opened and I always kept everything in a backpack next to my bed. 
About a week of me being there I noticed Justine and there was a feeling I don’t know how to explain, but it felt comfortable, like I was supposed to be near her at all times. She was the first person I let near me in 3 years. We didn’t talk a lot at first, I didn’t like to talk and neither did she, and we just sort of migrated to where the other was. Justine moved herself in the bedroom I was in a few days after we met. Things were good for about a month. We went to school and came home. The Foster parents there were nice the Mom cooked every night.
One night I heard footsteps coming down the hall. I looked over at Justine and she looked so scarred. The steps stopped at the room she used to be in and the door opened. Justine saw me looking at her and whispered harshly at me “turn over and close your eyes, don’t watch”. I panicked then unsure what to do. It was the first time I had someone else I cared about and who cared about me. The footsteps came out of the other room and headed towards the bathroom. I waited and listened. Then I heard them again headed our way. They paused in front of our door and I bolted upright, grabbed my bag and was at the window. As I got it open Justine was right next to me. I looked at her silently asking if she was coming too. She nodded and we jumped. We have been together since. 
They tried to separate us a few times but we always found each other. We just kept running away from the houses we were left at. Once I turned ten they just put us in a group home for girls.
The other girls there hated me. They called me names and always pulled my hair in line to the cafeteria. Justine always told me they were just jealous of me, that I should just ignore them. There was one girl, Lacey; she made the ignoring kind of hard to do. 
Lacey was fourteen and very pretty. She had long blond hair and bright green eyes. She was really skinny and tall and looked a lot older than she was. Lacey liked to pull my hair and rip my clothes up. She would trip me after I got my meals and was just always so mean to me. Justine watched this all happen and saw how I was starting to get ready to leave. A week later, after school, Justine has her hand in a cast and Lacey was all bandaged up. Justine and Lacey both said they fell, but Lacey never messed with me again, Justine never told me what happened.


Justine was still moaning and had her eyes closed. Zoe started to rub her shoulders and asked “Bad night huh?” All she got was an “Ugh”. She crouched to her feet and put her hands under Justine’s arms to lift her up. She slowly stood and Zoe started to lead her to the living room. Zoe plops Justine on the couch and moves the cool cloth to her forehead. She covers her with a blanket and goes to get her coffee and a bottle of water. As she closes the fridge she notices the Tylenol and pops two in her hand. She hands Justine the Tylenol and the bottle of water. Justine pops the pills in her mouth and then chugs the whole bottle of water.
“You want to talk about it?” Zoe asks
“Nope” she snaps back.
“You know one day we both need to talk about it, I don’t think holding it in anymore is doing either of us any good.” I try to plead with her.
We never talk about our pasts. Zoe was never once touched or hurt but she thinks Justine was. Zoe thinks that night they both ran was the first time Justine had the courage to do so. Justine never let her go after that, never asked why or how or where they would go. She just went. 
“Crap it’s almost 2:30, I need to get ready for work, you going to be ok?” Zoe asks
“Yes I’m good just get to work don’t be late again because of me”
 
 



Chapter 4
Zoe
“You’re late again, Zoe” Mr. Pritchard is always on her case.
“Sorry sir, I will try not to let it happen again”. Zoe apologizes
Mr. Pritchard was marking this all down on his little notepad as she was walking to her station at the sorting belt. Zoe worked the 3-7 shifts at the local shipping station here in this little town. Justine and Zoe moved out here away from big city after Zoe graduated high school. 
Justine was kicked out of the home once she turned eighteen. She got a job, a small apartment, and stayed close to the home for Zoe. Zoe was still in high school then and had a small part time job at a fast food place. She always went to Justine’s apartment afterwards. Half the time she just stayed the night there. Sometimes the house would call Justine and make her bring Zoe home, the other half they just didn’t think they cared anymore. 
One night Zoe just moved in with Justine and never went back to the home. Justine said she had to finish school though, that she was too smart to waste it. Zoe was ok with that, she still loved school. It was easy for her. They wanted to make her Valedictorian, but no way was she going to be up on that stage giving a speech. She skipped school for a couple days just so she didn’t qualify for it. Zoe hated being the center of attention.
After Zoe graduated they moved out here away from the big city and all the people and they both got jobs at the shipping company, sorting packages, and the local diner. They worked alternating shifts at both places and Zoe also went to school at a small music school outside of town. 
Justine got her a guitar one year for Christmas and she has been playing it ever since. The teachers at the school tell her that she is really talented and should put a demo together, yeah right! No way would she want that kind of spot light on her. Zoe just loved to play and learn new notes and ways to play. 
She felt like the kid in a movie she saw. In the movie the kid was given up and he found music, eventually the music brought him to his parents. For her the love of music and the whole orphan thing really hit home, but that kid had way more balls then her, she felt parents didn’t want her so why should she go looking for them? The crap she went through as a kid, never loved, never having a home, and then the thought that she could just find them and live happily ever after, not possible in her eyes.
Zoe wants a family of her own one day though. She would love to have kids and a man that love her and their children. She could see it sometimes, in the customers who came to the diner. She knows there are good people out there somewhere, but she felt like she has met more bad ones then good. But she sees it in couple’s eyes, the looks they give each other and the light in their eyes when they look at their children. Old or small it doesn’t matter; the old couples are her favorite. After so many years with the same person they still have that love behind their eyes. Zoe can’t wait for that day, she just hopes she can let someone in long enough for that to happen for her. 
Justine doesn’t want a family. Zoe doesn’t think she does anyway. Justine is very evasive and seems like she is always looking for the exit. She hates confrontation and talking. When she has to serve these particularly happy couples she looks at them with hate in her eyes. Zoe thinks their happiness brings forth her nightmares, her drinking, and the bad nights.
Justine is beautiful though. She is tall and has long black hair and beautiful grey eyes with black fleck. Her pupils look like they are a firework and all the black are the twinkling lights left over. She has curves that most women would kill for. Justine doesn’t see how beautiful she is though. She is almost as fast as Zoe is and has similar hearing to her. She can see things though that Zoe cannot, especially at night, she has the best senses at night. Zoe always makes her drive her to the diner if she has a really late shift there. Justine sees everything. 
They love to go on runs together although they usually end up in a race and Zoe always wins. Justine is fast but not faster than Zoe. Zoe feels very close to Justine, she is a lot like her in a lot of ways and she feels safe with her. Zoe doesn’t have to hide her oddities with Justine; she feels she can be herself with her. 
They both love to goof off and be silly when they can. They often go to the local park and have races across the monkey bars. Local kids look at them funny but then eventually join in their fun. They have a sisterly relationship and sometimes they like to pick on one another.
They both know they are different from other people. The flecks that are in their eyes are unlike any they have ever seen. When Zoe was a kid the Camden’s rarely took her to the doctor because she never got sick. Zoe always held back in school with her running and never told anyone how far she could see or hear. 
Once she met Justine she didn’t have to hide. They were very similar from the beginning. Zoe has white blond hair and as tall like Justine. They both have curvaceous bodies and are about the same size. Most the time they share clothes, but Justine likes the black Goth look and Zoe is more jeans and tees. From behind the only difference is the hair. 
Zoe enrolled at the music school about seven months ago. She goes in the mornings usually before Justine is even awake. She has a song she started about a month after she enrolled. The students had to do a project where they wrote all the music. That was hard for Zoe; she had never learned how to write music, she just played it. Zoe didn’t even know how to read music before she started there. But she has a very good and patient teacher, Mrs. Adams. 
She is a little old lady that is like a music god to Zoe. She has taught her so much. All the different styles that she can play around with, the different pitches, Zoe didn’t even know anyone could play like that. She always just put her fingers on the strings of the guitar and they had a mind of their own.
Zoe wrote her song and had it all done in a month. To her it is very dramatic; it’s everything she can’t say out loud it’s her heart pouring out in the music. All the sadness and hate she feels for being abandoned, all the love she wants one day, all the emptiness she feels inside, it’s her walls broken down and shattered. Zoe has built so many walls in her twenty two years. Justine is her only friend, the only person who knows her. 
The students have a free hour to play what whatever they want in the mornings, Zoe plays her song every time, and she just pours everything she has into it. She gets lost sometimes in the song and it feels like she is floating, like she is reaching for something she can’t touch. Zoe hasn’t put words to it, she really doesn’t know if she wants to. There is a guy at school who asked if he could put some vocals to it, Zoe can’t remember but she must have been rude to him because he never asked again. She doesn’t even know his name. She is there to learn music and play her songs nothing more. She doesn’t want to make friends she doesn’t want to stand out she just wants to learn music and play.
 



Chapter 5
Kaiden
The music is deafening as the lights jump around the room with the beat. The walls are a midnight blue with mirrors and curtains. The dance floor is full with bodies gyrating on each other. He sits in a booth to the back just watching. The city life is starting to grow old on Kaiden and he is getting restless, he misses his home. All the bars and nightclubs and restaurants are all starting to feel the same, always the same crowd, the same conversations, everything is always the same. This is not him, he fits in well, but it is not comfortable to him. Right now he is in some fancy night club he doesn’t even know the name of and sees the same people that were here last night. 
After an hour of watching he makes his way back to his apartment to do some late night research on the computer. He decides to do some searches on the names of the girl’s parents, Marcus and Elizabeth Devonshire. He has done many of them before but he is always looking for something more, something that will jump out of the screen. 
Tonight he decided to go through records of birth and death maybe something is there. He pulls up the California vital records and types in Marcus’s name, nothing. He then does Elizabeth’s name and finds a record of live birth attached to hers, he clicks the link and it pops up a Birth Certificate for a Zoe Mechelle Devonshire, born October 7th 1990. That has to be her. This is the break he has been looking for he has a name to go with now. 
He then types in Zoe’s name in the search bar and there is nothing there. No social page, nothing at all. How does she not have a social page or a photo, anything at all any high school links, nothing? This is going to be harder than he thought. Kaiden has never hired a private detective for fear that whoever is killing them off will discover her or him.
Kaiden spends the next week of nonstop internet searches for Zoe and not one thing pops up. His frustration has reached a new high and he is just stressed out. “Am I ever going to find her?” He has taken up talking to himself this last week. He decides to try something new and heads to the library. 
He finds a local library and goes to the front desk.
“Good afternoon ma’am, do you happen to have copies of old newspapers here?” He asks the receptionist.
“Why yes we do son, is there a particular year you are looking for?”
“1990” he replies excitement in his tone
“Well they are all in the back and some are even in the Microfiche machines, you should probably start with the microfiche dear.” The Librarian points to the back of the library.
“Thank you Ma’am” He bows his head slightly and makes a bee line for the machines. He is practically running there. 
There are shelves with the films on them. He quickly scans the shelves for the year he wants, possibly the month of November, if he gets that lucky. He finds the year but no months are listed, there are also several different newspapers for the same year. He grabs all of them and sits down at the machine.
His Parents brought him here, where they were killed, and where they were supposed to meet the Devonshire’s. He sees one for the area that her parents lived in at the time. He tries this one first, it’s a small paper so the reading is quick and the weeks just fly by. He sees headline after headline of bears shot, of fish caught, of hikers lost, and all the main things that happen in the small mountain towns. Then he is shocked by the one for the second week of November, ABANDONED BABY is the headline. 
He slows down to read the full article. Apparently some crazy woman dropped her baby off with a family and took off. She left the baby on the door step with a note naming the baby and that she didn’t want her. The paper asks if anyone knows any information on a woman who gave birth to a beautiful baby girl who she names Zoe Mechelle, to please contact the police. Was this her? It had to be, the baby has the same name, same time frame that Zoe would have been born. He writes all the info down and calls Charles.
“I think I found her” he practically yells into the phone.
“What do you mean? You have seen her?” Charles asked excitement creeping into his tone.
“NO NO, I looked at vital records online, found a birth certificate linked to Elizabeth’s name, it was a birth certificate for a Zoe Mechelle Devonshire, a baby girl born November 7th 1990. Mom’s letters said she was going to be born around that time right?” Kaiden asked running out of breath his heart going a million beats a second.
“I think so let me double check, they are all right here” Kaiden hears papers being shuffled about. “Yes Kaiden, Elizabeth said here her due date was the 6th of November.” 
“HA, I knew it, Ok, so I searched her name like crazy and found nothing, not one thing Charles, how does a twenty two year old girl, who doesn’t know anything about us, not have any social media page? Everyone has one, but not this girl, anyway, that brought me to the Library. I looked up the newspaper for that year, 1990 the year we were both born, I got to November and on the second week the headline caught my eye. There is a front page article about an abandoned baby” Kaiden says breathless again.
“Wow, so was the baby named? Was there a note on her or anything?” Charles asks confused
“Yep there was a note left stating the baby’s name as Zoe Mechelle, no last name though, and the note said the mom didn’t want the baby.” Now Kaiden is confused “That doesn’t match the excitement in the letters Charles? She couldn’t wait to have that baby. Something is missing Charles, this doesn’t feel right to me” Kaiden is more confused now talking out loud than he when he was reading the article. 
“Kaiden are you still at the machine?” Charles asks.
“Yep”
“Ok, go a little forward and see if there is anything else, like the family that found her or the family that took her in, they might have adopted her and she just has a different last name now.” Charles tells him.
“See Charles this is why dad always kept you around you think of the things we forget.”  Admiration for Charles was written all over Kaiden’s face, even though Charles wasn’t there.
Kaiden starts slowly scrolling through the micro film and reading everything he can as fast as he can, doing it aloud so Charles can hear. The next Sunday’s paper has a follow up story and states what hospital the baby was born in and the mother as Elizabeth Devonshire, who they can’t find anywhere. Her home looked to be abandoned her purse and everything was still there, there were still bottles in the fridge and lots of formula. They suspect foul play but with the baby being left on a door step with a note they had to rule that out. The baby was placed in a well known families care. The Family of John and Kay Camden, they have two children, Pete is ten and Carla is five. 
“That’s the family you need to find Kaiden, find them and find Zoe.” Charles told him matter of fact.
“Thank you Charles, I am going to run home and run a search on all of them” Kaiden tells Charles almost slamming into a girl walking to the back. He hit the end button on his phone and slid it in his back pocket. 
“Sorry ma’am, I wasn’t looking where I was going”
“Oh, that’s alright you can run me over anytime sexy.” she replied licking her lips
“Uh sorry I don’t have time for hit and runs.” He tells her as he is trying to get to the door.
She just looks at him like a deer in headlights. Guess she didn’t get turned down often enough. 
When Kaiden got the idea to go to the library he didn’t even think about taking his car he just ran here, he kind of wished he took his car now, but he has two feet that can probably get him there faster. The Library was only 4 blocks away. 
He jogged home and ran up the stairs to his apartment; he had names to look up and maybe a road trip to plan. As he walked in the door he noticed the mess that he made in the last week of ordering take out and his nonstop searches. He decided to clean up the place real quick, maybe a shower, he did kind of stink. He decides on the shower first.
Kaiden takes his time in the shower, he has the family she was left with, and he has her name. Kaiden just stands in the shower letting the worry wash off him. All the frustration of the past week is washing away with the hot water. He feels relieved, he wants to cry, and it feels like a huge weight has been lifted. No more bars, no more swanky places she might have been, but never was. No more strangers, no more looking at every female that walks by. He doesn’t have to speculate and wander the streets anymore. He just has to find her now.
California is one big state. He hasn’t even been to every city in the last seven years. Actually he knows he hasn’t, he has only gone to the major ones, thinking that would be where he would find a young woman with money. Hmm, come to think of it the girl is an orphan. She has none of her family money. He hopes she was raised well and was never hurt, he hopes she is still alive and well. He hopes she will love him and believe him. That’s going to be the hardest thing getting her to believe she is a Dragon.
Kaiden stops his worrying, steps out of the shower, dries off, and throws on a pair of loose fitting jeans and a white tee. He runs the towel through his wet hair and then his fingers. He doesn’t plan on going anywhere else tonight. He sits down at his table and pulls the laptop closer. The first name he searches is Zoe Mechelle Camden, there isn’t any social page but there is a high school link. Apparently she graduated at a local high school here this city with Honors in everything. There were no school photos available though. At least he was in the right city. Of course, she graduated in 2009, so in the past 3 years she could have left. Hopefully she didn’t, hopefully she was right here and he just hasn’t seen her yet. But he hasn’t felt a pull either, the one his mom told him about, she must have moved somewhere else he thinks. 
Kaiden wants to research the Camden’s next and find out what kind of Family she was raised in. He types in the parents’ names first John and Kay Camden and is shocked by all the links. He clicks on several to open in different tabs and starts reading the first one and is horrified at what he reads. Fear for Zoe’s safety spiking deep within his soul.
The son of the Camden Family, Pete, was arrested at 18 for rape and molestation of his sister, several of her friends, and a couple foster kids that the family has taken in over the years. He was finally captured after his sister became pregnant at thirteen and had to tell her parents what was happening. No mention of the victim’s names but there is mention of the very first foster daughter they took in, she ran away one night and she tried to tell them, but they didn’t listen. Pete says he never touched that one she was too fast for him. Now that sounds like a full-blood Dragon. We all have exceptional hearing, incredibly fast on our feet, and excellent eyesight. Those are our inner Dragon instincts. Our eyes are not the only indication of a Dragon. It is also our speed and our hearing. It’s hard to pinpoint the eyesight unless its night time and you are running with one of us. We can see stuff you can’t. 
Zoe definitely got away from this Pete guy, but where did she go after that???? He knows she graduated from a local high school here in the city, but that is all he has. He is unsure of where to start now, what step to take next. He knows his facts, Zoe was placed in foster care after being abandoned, she escaped from this Pete guy, then no trace till she graduates and now nothing. 
It is getting really late and Kaiden is so lost in his thoughts that he is slowly falling asleep in his chair. He lays his head on the table and falls asleep. Sometime around two a.m. he wakes up and makes his way to his bed. Around nine in the morning his song starts slowly and then just eclipses into the most heart pulling song and he wakes suddenly knowing he needs to do something more today.
 



Chapter 6
Mr. Steinman
 
November 1990
A week after Zoe was abandoned, the Lawyer that Elizabeth had contacted, dropped dead of a heart attack. He never told his colleagues about her phone call or the information that he had hidden in his safe in the floor. For twenty one years the information is lost. 
 
Fall of 2011
Mr. Steinman has recently purchased and old law office and is looking to start his own law firm. He is going to practice Family Law. He is looking forward to doing most of the remodel on his own. He grew up in Oklahoma, building homes as a way to get himself through college. He knew his way around a rebuild and knew exactly how he wanted to redo this building. He planned a playroom for the children with lots of toys and stuffed animals and even a small jungle gym. He wanted nothing more than for the families that hired him to know that he had a love for children. Mr. Steinman recently went through a bitter divorce and won custody of his two small children. He moved to this small mountain town in northern California to start over fresh. This remodel is exactly what he needed to let out some of his pent up aggression.
Mr. Steinman starts the demo early in the week. He starts with the walls he wants to take down first. There are about eight offices in this building and he only plans on hiring two more attorneys. He has the playroom planned to go in the area closest to the lobby, three offices in the back, a kitchenette with a small eating area for late nights, and a conference room. 
When you walk in the front doors there are four offices to the left and four to the right. The Lobby is right in the middle of it all so he decides that the offices on the left away from the front of the building are the best for the playroom. He chose to do the playroom first so he can bring his children here and spend more time with them. So he has four big walls to tear down first. He grabs the sledge hammer and starts knocking them out. Three hours later he is piling the debris from the walls into a wheel barrow and hauling them to the dumpster he rented. He needs to get the kids from the nanny soon so he finishes the clean up and heads out to get dinner for the kids. His favorite part of the day was reading his kids a bedtime story and kissing them goodnight.
The following morning he was once again doing wall demo on the other offices. He considered just making one huge room and rebuilding the walls where he wanted them, but that was a little more costly then he could afford at the moment. So he had to stick with the walls that were in place and working with what he had. 
Across the hall to the planned playroom there were two more offices. Mr. Steinman thought this was a perfect area for the conference room. If the subject of the conversation got too hard for the child they could send him or her to the playroom and still be able to see them. He planned a giant window looking into the playroom. It takes him two hours to knock down the middle wall and another to pick up all the debris. While he is down at the dumpster, on the last haul of garbage, he grabs the sawzall out of the back of his truck so he can cut out the area for the window and call it a day. An hour later the window was cut out and the mess cleaned up and Mr. Steinman was on his way home to his children. Tomorrow he planned on bringing them up and showing them what he had done, then the toy store to let them pick out a bunch of toys for the playroom.
After a week of demo and getting the walls he wanted down and the window areas cut out Mr. Steinman decided the flooring was next. The whole place was in an awful green shag carpet that looked like it was from the early 70’s. He planned to do the playroom in soft mats, so if the children fell down they would not get hurt. The rest of the building was going to be done in wood flooring. The lobby, halls, and the offices were going to be done in a nice cinnamon Berber carpet. He was not going to be doing the flooring however, the flooring guys would be there at noon. That gives him four hours to get all the old flooring up, including the padding, have it all downstairs in the dumpster, and any lose scraps cleaned up. 
He started in the playroom and decided to see if he could get most of it in one large roll. He cut along the walls to the hall, the wall to the outside, and began pulling it up. Two hours later he had only the two offices to the right of the lobby left to do. The flooring was coming up very easy and in big sections so it was exceptionally easy so far. 
He walked to the end of the hall and decided to do the room to his left first. He cut along the walls, as he did in all the other rooms, grabs a corner, and started rolling it up. When he got to the area that he would have put a desk, the carpet stuck. He rolled out the roll of carpet he already had and cut down the length of the room leaving enough to grab hold of and yank up when he got back. He took the roll he had and dragged it out to the lobby. 
He liked to pile it all near the door so he wasn’t going room to room all the time. Mr. Steinman dropped the roll he had, grabbed the duct tape, and taped around the middle and ends of the carpet so it wouldn’t unroll on him. He went back to the office he was working in, braced himself legs apart and knees slightly bent, grabbed the edge of the carpet and pulled as hard as he could. 
The next thing he knew he was on his butt and the carpet was all up with a small square section still on the floor. “Now that’s not something you see everyday” he said aloud, he got up and brushed off his butt. He had about an hour and a half before the flooring company would be there so he rolled up the section that just came loose and went to the other office to get that carpet up. He would deal with the little square of carpet that was left when he got done. 
He had forty five minutes to spare before the flooring guys got there. He had taken the rolls down and all that was left was this little square. Mr. Steinman knelt next to the square of carpet and gave a little tug, the edge popped up easily and he pulled it up more to reveal a little door. Inside this door he found a safe built into the floor. The safe was not bolted to the floor so it lifted out easily. He pulled the safe out and took it to his truck and set it in the back seat. He will look at it later, after he gets the kids to bed, right now he needed to go sweep up the floors and bolt down that square and rip the carpet off the top. 
Three months went by and the remodel was almost done. The furniture was all ordered the other two attorneys hired. The walls were being painted right now. He hired a local artist to do a jungle theme in the playroom and had a monkey bar running across the room, not to high though. He also had the bottom half of the smaller wall done in chalkboard paint so the kids could draw, the artist made it look like a tar pit when she was all done. 
His office was being done in fall colors of orange, burgundy and green with a dark oak desk and book shelves. He planned to put his desk towards the back of the room with two wing back chairs in front of the desk for clients, a small kids table with coloring books. A window seat with lots of pillows was to be built in the window and another couch facing the window, for a more personal feel. 
Mr. Steinman left the color schemes and decorating of the other offices to the associates he hired. He wanted them all to feel comfortable in their spaces. The conference room he pretty much left blank, cream walls and a large oak conference table. 
Things were starting to feel right after so long. His children were happy with the Nanny and their new school. They loved coming to the office and deciding how to decorate the playroom. They were their father’s number one fans. Life was looking good for the young attorney and single father.
Mr. Steinman was getting really busy in his new Law office; he was able to open the doors in November and already had quite the case load. In his off time he was ordering Christmas gifts online for his kids. There wasn’t much shopping here unless he drove to the city and he wasn’t able to do that too often. The Nanny had moved into their home a couple weeks ago and started to take on more around the house. She understood his career and wanted to help where she could. She was an older lady with grown kids of her own that had moved away, so his kids were like grandchildren to her, she had told him that a few days ago. 
It was getting close to Thanksgiving and Mr. Steinman had given her three days off and bought her a ticket to go see her daughter in New Mexico. He planned on cooking with the kids and his parents were flying in to see him and spend Thanksgiving with them.
Christmas and New Years flew by in a whirlwind. The New Year brought a new batch of cases. He was swamped but made time for the little league games and soccer games and anything his children were enrolled in. Spring break took them to Hawaii for some fun in the sun. They also had a Disney cruise planned for a week in July. 
The months came and went and before he realized June and crept up on him. The kids get out of school in a week and he needed to pack their bags for camp. Mr. Steinman went to his garage to get the duffle bags he stored in there. That seemed to be the one thing that he remembered putting away, he was often just tossing thing in here and forgetting about them. 
As he reached for the tote with the duffle bags he hit his shin on something hard. “OUCH!” he yelled out. “What the hell is that?” he moves the box off the top of whatever he hit his shin on and realized it’s the safe he dug out of the floor, he forgot all about it. He takes the safe to the dining room table and sets it down; he heads back to the garage to grab the duffle bags before he forgets those too. 
Later that night after he has the kids packed for camp and all tucked in to bed he decides to examine the safe. It is not very big maybe eighteen inches across and about a foot deep. There is an old school dial on the top. The safe is black and gold, probably very pricey twenty years ago.
Mr. Steinman grabs the safe and takes it to his home office where he has a file of the previous owners is in his filing cabinet. He grabs the file and turns his laptop on. It was too late in the evening to be calling anyone for information on the safe. 
Mr. Steinman reads through the file and sees the name of the previous Law Firm, Johnson, McKay and Berry. He does a quick search and sees that they closed the office when one of the lawyers died in his office and the other two retired. They are all deceased now. 
Johnson died of a heart attack in 1990, McKay in 1998 to a car accident and most recently Berry in 2002 to old age it seemed. He was 85 when he passed. The Law offices have been closed down since 1995, both men retired. Well the safe had to have been one of theirs, and there is no one left to claim it. 
Mr. Steinman decides to crack it open himself see if there is even anything in it. Surely it was cleaned out when they closed the offices and took everything out. He takes the safe back to the garage, sets it on a table and goes in search of the tools he will need. He finds his hammer and a chisel. He places the chisel on the crease between the dial and the actual safe. He holds the chisel tight and hits it with the hammer. After a couple hard hits, the dial breaks off and he is able to open the lid easily.
Inside the safe he finds a package marked, FOR ZOE DEVONSHIRE ONLY, a copy of a birth certificate and an instruction letter. This is odd he thinks. He begins to read the letter and is quite shocked at what he reads. The letter is address to the lawyer that had a heart attack in his office and died. He looks at the late on the letter and sees that it was marked the same month and year the letter was written.
 
Mr. Johnson,
This letter is instructions of what I would like you to do with my daughter, in case I go missing, and don’t come back for her. Her name is Zoe Mechelle Devonshire. I am enclosing a copy of her birth certificate. Also enclosed is a check and should cover any expenses of what I need you to do. I need you to take her to Ireland, I can’t tell you the exact location to take her to, but I would like you to contact Makayla Michaels. She will find you once you contact her. Zoe is very special and can only be trusted with Mrs. Michaels. Please don’t fail me Mr. Johnson; she is all I have left in this world. Also give the enclosed package to Makayla; she will know what to do with it. Please for your safety DO NOT open that package. I beg you Mr. Johnson get her to Ireland safely. Makayla’s number is enclosed.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Devonshire.
He noticed then the check attached to the back, made out to Cash in the amount of One Million Dollars. He also noticed the copy of a bank statement with Millions of dollars in it. The account had Zoe Devonshire as the account holder. 
He looks at all the documents in front of him a little stunned. He didn’t dare open that package. He did have his own children to think about and would not risk anything that would take them away from him. Mr. Steinman grabs all the documents, the package, and went back to his office. He wanted to see if he could find any info off basic sites on the internet. 
He wanted to locate all the names in this letter and see if this Zoe was indeed safe and where this letter indicates she should be. He had a bad feeling she was not. The death of Mr. Johnson was right after the date on the birth certificate and the letter.
 



Chapter 7
Kaiden
Kaiden awakes with a start the song still in his head. Today it has given him motivation and not the usual heartache and confusion. He takes a quick shower and gets dressed, it is nine in the morning and he has some calls to make. 
He sits at his table and pulls the laptop over he opens up a search engine to search the number for California’s Social Services. He calls several numbers all getting transferred to a voicemail of someone who isn’t at their desk. He spends 3 hours making calls all going to voicemails. He is getting hungry and frustrated, so he decides to run out for a quick meal and come right back. Maybe someone will answer the phone after lunch.
An hour later he is full and on his way back to his apartment when his cell phone rings. He takes his phone out of his pocket and sees that it is Charles calling.
“Hey man what’s up?” he answers
“You won’t believe what I have to tell you” Charles tells Kaiden a hint of Joy and dread in his voice. This makes Kaiden stop in his tracks and his heart starts to race, calls that start like this are never good.
“Who has disappeared now?” he asks
“Oh, NO NO nothing like that, I just got a call on your mother’s private line. It was a Lawyer in the town that Zoe was born in, he looking for Zoe”
“WHAT?” Kaiden yells into the phone
“Yep, seems this lawyer recently bought an old Law Office up there and he found a safe in the floor during a remodel” Kaiden is practically running home at this point, but doesn’t say anything and is just listening to Charles give him all the details of this conversation. “He took the safe home and forgot about it for almost a year, last night he did a little research on the old owners and well no one is alive so he popped it open”
“What was in it? Did he tell you?” Kaiden asks in a rush. He opens his apartment door and runs to his bedroom grabbing his duffle bag out of the closet and sloppily throwing clothes inside.
“Kaiden, what are you doing? Sit down and pay attention please?” 
“Sorry, I am listening, just packing at the same time, I know where I am headed now, I need to know what was in that safe about Zoe.” 
“Yes I know and I am about to tell you.”
“OK sorry I am sitting now” Kaiden plops on the bed and listens.
“Well there is a package for Zoe’s eyes only, a letter from Elizabeth, a bank statement of an account in Zoe’s name, and her birth certificate.”
“Whoa”
“That’s what I said at first, and then I asked why he was calling this number.”
“Oh, right he called mom’s private line, nobody has that number, I didn’t even think it was still in service.” Kaiden says frustration creeping into his voice.
“I left it on just in case, anyway this letter he read to me apparently Elizabeth knew she was going to die or disappear and made arrangements for the lawyer to bring Zoe to your mom here in Ireland.”
“WHAT? How could she know she wasn’t going to come back, who just leaves their baby, I know we Dragons don’t!” Kaiden is excited now voice raised and he is pacing the floor now.
“I know, I know Kaiden, it doesn’t make sense. I told the Lawyer that 7 years ago Makayla and Ethan were killed in that town and that they were there to find Zoe. And I told him you are still there.”
“I am headed there as soon as I know what to do.”
“Good boy, Mr. Steinman is expecting you. Since you are Makayla’s heir and she is no longer alive he can talk to you about all the details. He just gave me the rundown of what he thought was safe to tell. Apparently there is a warning in the letter.”
“Thanks Charles I am on my way there. I can make it in two hours and I will call you when I know more.”
“Hey Kaiden, since this man is a lawyer and has access to stuff you don’t, I gave him the gist of what we found and the name she graduated under, he said he should have a location for her by the time you get there.”
“HOLY SHIT make that an hour, I will be in his office in an hour!”
Kaiden packs up more than just a duffle bag if this lawyer can find out where she is Kaiden won’t be coming back to this apartment. He will be taking his soul mate home. He has three large bags stuffed in the trunk of his car. He looked up Mr. Steinman’s office location and set it into his GPS. He drives as fast as he can go, his eyesight helps him see the road and hidden cops from miles off so he doesn’t get pulled over. He is walking into Mr. Steinman’s office an hour and fifteen minutes later, at 2:00 p.m.
 



Chapter 8
Zoe
 
Its free hour at school this morning and Zoe has been lost in her song just playing it over and over for 45 minutes. Her eyes are closed, her fingers are doing their own thing, they know what to do and she accedes to them. They have a mind of their own when she puts a guitar in her hands. She feels like something is going to change today.
The song is stronger than normal and she has never played it this long. Her fingers are almost bloody when the teacher finally starts the class. Zoe feels somewhat lost today in class. She doesn’t hear the teachers talking or what the assignment was, she is just sort of in zombie mode.
At noon she is headed home for a much needed nap, she didn’t sleep well last night. She felt like someone was watching her all night at the diner and made a quick escape out the back as soon as her shift was over. She didn’t notice anything unusual last night, but she still got the creeps and ran all the way home. She pretty much walked or ran everywhere. She could not afford a car right now not to mention she hated driving. She had some money saved, but she was more worried about finishing school at this point in time than getting out of dodge. 
Still in zombie mode she was slowly walking through the park when the little hairs on the back of her neck told her something was off. She listened for one second before just saying “fuck it” and took off at full speed to her apartment.
“Justine!” Zoe yelled into the apartment. Today was her day off at shipping station, but she was working the late shift at the diner tonight. Right now however she did not want to be alone and Justine was not home. 
Zoe walked to the kitchen to see if there was a note or anything and she found one on the fridge. “Great she is working a double and we will be working at the diner together for a couple hours” she breathed out in defeat. “Well guess its nap time after all then.” She checked the windows made sure they were all locked and bolted the door shut. Justine won’t be coming home at all so she shoved the dresser they had in the hall up against the door, just in case. She was just a bit on edge.
Zoe walked down the hall to her room and opened her door. She closed the door and looked around. Her room was done in ivory and pine. She had a Pine dresser and a Pine bed with a lace curtains over the windows. Her bed had a huge down comforter on it with a cream and lace duvet cover. 
Her bedroom was where she took the most care, it was the first items she bought herself, her own special something she got, something she took pride in. She loved soft colors and her room was her sanctuary. When she first moved in with Justine and they moved to an apartment with two bedrooms she got one of those door jambs that goes on the floor and then wedges under the door handle. She hasn’t used it since moving out here to a smaller town, but right now she was grabbing it out of her closet and jamming it under the door handle. After she felt secure she walked to her bed and took off her shoes and pants and crawled into bed. As soon as her head hit the pillow she was fast asleep.
Zoe wakes about three hours later and still has about two hours until she has to be at the diner. She decides to take a long hot shower maybe that will work her nerves down. She still feels sort of sluggish, but the feeling of unease has passed, and she feels extremely relaxed now. Zoe hears a thump on the wall and freezes. She looks around the bathroom but doesn’t see anything. She starts to undress and looks around the bathroom one more time, not noticing anything she shrugs it off and starts the shower. 
Once the water is hot, she strips off the rest of her clothing and steps in the shower. She takes her time shaving her legs and washing her long hair. Zoe wishes sometimes she could have another color hair she is only Twenty two and has almost white hair. She has tried to dye it in the past but the colors never stick. 
All done with bathing herself she stands there letting the hot water pour over her head and back. After another fifteen minutes the water starts to run cold so she turns the shower off and gets out. Wrapping a large cream towel around herself she steps back into her room and gets dressed.
After making herself some dinner before her shift she walks to the door and puts the dresser back in its place in the hall. Paying extra attention while on her way to the diner, she doesn’t feel or see anything strange. She makes it all the way to the diner with no incident. 
Walking into the diner she stops frozen in her tracks, she looks around and makes eye contact with Violet colored eyes with flecks of pearl, just likes hers. She is slammed with familiarity, the need to run as fast as she can away from here pumping through her veins, there is also a pull to him that is so strong, and she doesn’t know what to do. These eyes belong to a man with chestnut brown hair, the most beautiful face she has ever seen on a man, and from what she can see, since he is sitting at a booth, a muscular built chest. This man smiles at her and that smile almost makes her knees give out. She has never felt this way, this instant need to talk to someone, the pull is confusing her the more she stares into those eyes. Suddenly her view is cut off and someone was in front of her, she wants to shove them away, so she could stare at those violet eyes.
“Hello? Earth to Zoe, you ok?” Justine was standing there with a confused look on her face.
“Uh yes, who is that?” She asked nodding, but not looking at the stranger with the eyes.
“I don’t know he has been here for the last couple hours though, I haven’t talked to him or nothing but I take over the section he is sitting in about thirty minutes.” Justine stares at her, curiosity burning bright “Why you ask you want the section?”
Zoe grabs Justine’s arm and pulls her to the back. She looks around makes sure no one is around and whispers to Justine. “Do you feel anything weird? And did you notice his eyes Justine? They have flecks like mine, like yours, nobody else has those but us, and his are the same pearl flecks as mine.”
“Yes I feel the same thing toward him as I do towards you, but the eyes no”
“No shit, Justine?” Zoe said with irritation
“Well yes and now I really don’t want that section, can’t you take it?” Justine asked trying to evade any kind of conversation with the man.
“No Justine, you don’t understand, I have never felt this way before, all I want to do is go over to him, and get lost in those eyes, but everything that has happened in my life tells me to say fuck work and run as fast as I can as far as I can.”
“Shit Zoe, ok I will serve him take your time coming out but don’t run ok? I can bear if you do and I don’t want to run anymore I like it here.” Justine pleaded with Zoe.
“OK fine, I will be out in thirty when my shift starts I came in early because I wanted a milk shake, I have had a weird day and now it’s getting weirder.” Zoe let out a long breath and slid down the wall to her butt.
“I’ll get you a shake Zoe, don’t go anywhere though.” She knew Justine was afraid of being alone, She decided she would face her fears this time.
“I won’t Hun. I am honestly tired of running I need to face this.” Looking at Justine with all the truth in her eyes of her intentions, Justine walked back to the front to make her a shake. A couple minutes later she had the shake in hand and its creamy coldness woke her up and giving her all the courage she needed to face this challenge.
This was something new for Zoe. She was so used to running at every little moment of defenselessness. There was something about this man that had her confused. She wanted him, wanted to run to his arms, get lost in his eyes, and forget all her worries. The thoughts and feelings scared her to death. The feelings were so new and unexpected. She has never really been attracted to anyone before, she has never let anyone get close enough. The man sitting in the other room had her heart racing and her mind going wild. She was not going to run, she was going to face this man, and figure out what is so special about him.
Zoe finishes her shake, puts her apron on, and walks out to the dining room. She is going to be strong and fight this feeling inside, she hoped.
 



Chapter 9
Kaiden
Kaiden left Mr. Steinman’s office at 3p.m. They talked for forty five minutes about everything. Kaiden told him he has been here searching for Zoe for seven years and he just recently found out her name. He told him the letters that were exchanged by their parents neither of them gave the name of their babies. 
Kaiden had explained that he thought the process of finding her would not be hard at all, but things never really work out how you hope. Mr. Steinman had his contacts track her down and found out she lived in a small town, about two hours away, and that she went to a local music school, worked at a local shipping company that sorted packages, and the local diner. Mr. Steinman also told Kaiden that he had no photo of Zoe, not even a driver’s License photo, she seemed to get out of all school picture days, and didn’t even have a senior picture done. But Kaiden had assured him that he would know who she was and that he was leaving from here to go directly to her.
“Kaiden, all of this has been in a safe for over twenty years. I assume it wasn’t supposed to stay in that safe longer than a month. I am not trying to be an ass or anything but honestly I want nothing to do with this.” Mr. Steinman appeared scared.
“Mr. Steinman, I assure you that nothing is going to happen to you or your family, I have just been looking for Zoe for so long.”
“I understand son, but this check here I am not sure what to do with it. It was meant for Mr. Johnson and well Zoe is an adult now and he failed her. She has had quite a hard life it appears, from all the social services files say she has. She went through 15 different homes, always running away. She was six years old the first time she ran away, and do you know who she lived with at the time?” Mr. Steinman seemed to be getting some frustration off his chest, so Kaiden just nodded his head. “Ok so you know what this Pete kid did, what if he touched this poor girl, she was just a baby then, I know the reports say he never did but still, can you imagine what made a six year old jump out of a two story window?” The father in Mr. Steinman was out now and the lawyer in him gone. “I just feel so frustrated with the system sometimes, it seems she never had one good family and doing further research on some of the families she was with, she has lived with many a pedophile and rapist, that doesn’t even count the ones with all the domestic abuse calls to the other homes, anyway I am ranting you don’t need to know all this but at the same time, you do, if you are going to her, she will probably not trust you young man.” Kaiden nodded letting Mr. Steinman vent. Kaiden did want to know everything about Zoe good or bad. 
“Well son about this check here I think I am going to burn it, it feels like blood money to me” Mr. Steinman said with defeat in his voice.
“Sir with all due respect you deserve every bit of that money, if you burn it I will have Charles send you one for double the amount, with your name on it. You honestly don’t understand what you have done for me, for her. I know this package here, that is for her eyes only, is all her family’s history. It is everything her mother wanted her to know.” Kaiden said with confidence.
“How do you know son?” Mr. Steinman asked with hope in his eyes
“Because my family has known her family for decades, it’s what we do for our children. It is sort of an inheritance and tradition with our Families.” Kaiden told the lawyer.
“Well that eases my mind a little. At least she will finally learn the truth.” Mr. Steinman said relived.
Kaiden was flying down the highway once again on the lookout for cops. He had Zoe’s package in the front seat and the copy of her birth certificate along with the bank statement. The city limit sign was in view and he was entering the little town that she lived in at 4 p.m., now he just had to find the diner Zoe worked at. 
The diner is located off main and tucked back in a corner off the road. It is a quaint little place, looks like they tried going for a 50’s feel and failed. The fake leather seats are all ripped and the checkerboard floor needs a lot of work. The counters are old and peeling up, and the tables aren’t much better. 
When he walks in, he notices a sign asking customers to seat themselves, so he chose a booth in the back directly facing the door. This location was perfect if she was not already on duty then he would see her walk in. Kaiden sat down and ordered a soda and a burger. He was watching everyone and noticed one of the waitresses. 
She was tall with long black hair and a nice shapely body. He felt a slight pull to her but not the one his mother had told him about. This pull felt like the pull he felt toward Charles. There was something familiar about her also. The height and the build of her body reminded him of his mother. When she turned away from the table he saw a quick glimpse of her eyes before she put them to the floor. 
She was a Dragon, she has black flecks in her eyes marking her an Onyx. The colors of the flecks generally mark which kind of Dragon you are. Black flecks could only be an Onyx, as they are the only black Dragon. For two Dragons to be in the same town was astonishing to Kaiden, he had been in America for seven years and never seen another Dragon. “This is amazing” he thought.
The early dinner crowd was starting to come in and slowly filling the place up. For a small town people sure loved this diner. Kaiden was watching a family talk and joke around, their laughs drew his attention for a moment and then he was overcome with the urge to look out the window. He felt a pull that stopped his heart.
As his head turned he immediately saw why, there was the most beautiful woman he had ever seen walking towards the diner. The pull he felt to her was instant and so strong he had to hold himself down. He did not want to scare her on their first meeting. 
She was maybe four inches shorter than him, she had amazingly long white blond hair, and the way she walked had his heart hammering away in his chest. Her eyes were to the ground and the lines in her forehead told him she was listening to or for something, she was concentrating very hard on something else. She was at the door now and he was cemented to his seat staring at the door, as soon as it opened she looked around the room and then they locked eyes. 
Kaiden thought his heart was going to explode, he has never in his life seen eyes like hers, this was Zoe, this was his soul mate, and she is standing right there staring at him too. He wanted to weep looking into her eyes, they were like the ocean, so blue with pearl flecks, but her eyes held so much emotion. Like the weight of the world was on her shoulders and her eyes screamed for a release. 
He felt the corners of his mouth lift in a smile and the shock register on her face. The other waitress, the Dragon, stepped in front of Zoe and looked like she was trying to get her attention. Zoe then grabbed her arm and they rushed to the back. He was trying to close his hearing off, but he wanted to know everything, he heard her conversation with the other waitress, who he now knew was Justine.
The way she said “I have never felt this way before, all I want to do is go over to him and get lost in those eyes, but everything that has happened in my life tells me to say fuck work and run as fast as I can as far as I can” broke his heart. He knew then that she did in fact run all those times. When things got hard she bolted and that’s what she knew to do, that was her coping mechanism. She was ready to run, now he knew that, but she had also told Justine she would stay, she was tired of running. He hoped that was true. Kaiden had just found her after seven years he did not want to lose her now. 
Justine walked back out to the front and made a milkshake and took it to the back, he knew he would have a chance to talk to her soon. For now he was just happy to know he found her. He pulled out his cell phone and decided to text Charles so that the girls would not hear the conversation and take off running thinking he was crazy or something. 
Hey Charles I found her
Really?
Yep and you’ll never guess what else I found
Glad you found her man, what else did you find?
Another Dragon man, She has black flecks so I am assuming she is an Onyx.
Black flecks, yep she is an Onyx, Let’s hope she is a full-blood then you can count 1 out of 12 found.
She is I can feel the pull towards her, but Zoe has had a really bad past, I can see it in her eyes too, like she has the weight of the world on her.
Well take your time with her. Don’t rush anything, you have waited 7 years we can wait a little longer
Alright man sorry for the texts and not a call I am just in the diner and I didn’t want to freak them out with all this.
No problem, I understand just keep me updated.
Will do see you soon Charles
See you soon Kiddo
As soon as he closed out the text screen he set the phone down on the table and took a bite of the burger that had been sitting there for a while. Kaiden was unsure of how he was going to start a conversation with Justine. He wanted to see if she knew anything about her family or herself. As he was having the thought she came up to the table.
“Do you need anything more?” she asked him
“I think I am good for right now, but I would love a shake.” Kaiden told her as he was trying to make eye contact with her, but she avoided looking into his eyes. “Hey can I ask you a question?” That question made her look up into his eyes.
“What?” she snapped at him
“Do you know what causes that in your eyes? The flecks of black?” She just looked at him like he grew another head
“No I don’t they have always been that way.” She was irritated now
“Oh ok, well um, could you make that shake a chocolate one?” He asked 
“Sure” she quickly walked away
Zoe walked out from the back then. She shot a glance at him and he couldn’t help but smirk at her, she shook her head and made a bee line for a table at the opposite end of the diner. She took the table’s order and took it to the cook. She did this for the next couple tables and then went behind the counter to wait for the food. He noticed her glance his way a couple times but she mainly watched the families with the kids and the older couples. 
Currently it was a father holding a baby girl in the air above his head that had her attention. The baby was laughing and had the biggest smile on her face. The cook called out a table number and he hears Zoe sigh as she turned to grab the food. Kaiden found that interesting, she has had such a hard life, but she looks at the happy families and couples with such want. “Does she want a family?” he asked himself, not aloud of course. He hoped she did, he was ready to have that kind of love again. 
He has never been in love with a woman, but the love of a family, that’s what he missed so much. The way his parents held him when he fell or when he did something they were proud of. The look in their eyes was perfect. He knew he was loved and he loved them so much and missed them more right at that moment. How his parents would react to this woman, how they would encourage him, and tell him it will all work itself out and he will be happy. 
He saw them at that moment, sitting there watching him watch her. They smiled at him and his father gave him a wink. That wink, how he missed it. That wink was like his father saying “go for it I approve.” When he was little he wanted to jump off a ledge into the natural hot springs pool, it was in a cave they found on the mountain. The ledge was about 50 feet up, his mother was adamantly telling him no, his father though grabbed his mother in a hug, and winked at him over her shoulder. Kaiden bolted up the ledge then and jumped. His mother panicked, but Kaiden was fine, and he swam to the lip of the pool and launched himself into his father’s arms. How he missed that wink. 
Their image disappeared and he had to wipe a tear out of his eye. As he did so he noticed Zoe watching him like she saw them too and looked into his mind and plucked that memory right out. 
His milkshake appeared in front of him, but Justine dropped it off with his check and walked away quickly to another table. He stayed in his seat for a bit longer and watched Zoe and Justine work. Justine was a good waitress and was quick with her service, but she lacked that personal touch, she didn’t appear to like talking. Zoe however, made little conversations, and asked about the children at her table. He noticed she would always make sure to be extra nice to the kids. She looked people in the eye and smiled.
Kaiden decided not to stay and watch. He didn’t want to appear like a strange stalker guy. He grabbed his coat and made his way to the little cashier area. Justine was in the back and it just left Zoe out front. She quickly came to take care of his bill.
“Was everything to your liking Sir?” 
“Yes it was, in fact I plan on being back soon, and I am in town for a while.” He told her. She looked up a little bit of shock in her eyes. But when they made eye contact again they both just sort of stood there and stared at each other. He was looking into the eyes of his soul mate and just wanted to grab her and kiss her, no words needed he just needed her.
“Zoe you ok?” Justine asked having walked up to the counter without either of them noticing.
“Oh yah, um, that will be $15.36 Sir.” She was blushing and had a slight smile, like she had been caught. He handed her a $50 and told them both to split the change. He went to walk out the door, but he had forgotten something.
“Um, sorry to bug you again, but is there a motel in town?”
“Oh? I thought you just said you’re in town for a while, wouldn’t you already know that?” Justine asked with spite.
“Um, I was hungry and came straight here?” He didn’t know if he was asking a question or telling her. Zoe was still standing there and he was a little lost for words.
“Well in town, no there is not, you will have to go out of town, a little back near the highway there is a small roach motel, hope you don’t mind the bugs.” Gosh did she hate him already? He thought.
“Oh, well, is there an apartment building close? I will just rent something there don’t know how long I am going to be here, seems like it’s going to be a little longer than I originally planned.” he told her matching her snide tone.
“Two blocks down on the left.” Zoe blurted and hurried off.
“THANK YOU!” he called after her loudly, loud enough for most of the heads in the diner to turn their way.
“Doubt the office is open now or that there will be any open apartments.” Justine snapped at him giving him a dirty look. She probably didn’t want him to feel like he accomplished something.
He followed the directions Zoe gave him and found the apartment complex. The office was still open and he was able to get a two bedroom on the 1st floor apartment 102. It was a small complex, but was clean and well taken care of. The whole complex was in a U shape and in the middle of it all there was a garden with a walkway to the front entrance. The complex only had two stories and maybe a total of twenty units. He was guessing of course, he didn’t plan on staying here long. But he would have to be patient with Zoe, take his time and work from there. 
He walked into the apartment and it hit him then that he did not have a bed or even a pillow and blanket. He brought his bags up, so he opens his laptop and looks up any stores that would carry household stuff. He finds one about fifteen minutes away, pulls out his phone, sets the new home location, and plugs in the address to the store into his navigation app. 
 
 



Chapter 10
Zoe
He was walking out the door and Zoe was watching from the back of the diner. She didn’t want him to go. She had to know more about him, had to get to know him and this scared her, this feeling of need in her. She has never seen anyone like him before. He was gorgeous and so familiar to her. When he walked the pull she felt to him had her gripping the walls to stay put.
She was still shocked that she blurted out the way to her apartment. “Maybe they don’t have anything available though”, she thought. She hoped they did though because she wanted to talk to him, and there was also a possibility of seeing his gorgeous face every day. What was he doing here? She wondered. “Maybe I can just avoid him, Justine thinks to hate him already, and he just asked about her eyes, there was nothing wrong with that.” Zoe was really curious about her eyes now. She wanted to know what caused the flecks, now more than ever.
Justine left about midnight and Zoe’s shift ended at three in the morning. She was going to have to walk home. Justine would be passed out by the time her shift ended. Sometimes Justine hangs out when they have shifts like this, but tonight she was quick to get out of there. Maybe she was tired after pulling a double. She probably wanted to make sure he wasn’t living in our building though. 
Counting out her till and cleaning the counters, constantly glancing at the clock, there was about ten minutes left in her shift. Grabbing some salt shakers to fill, she needed something to keep her busy, keep her mind off him. She finished ten shakers and saw that she was a couple minutes over. She ran to the back and clocked out and went out the back door. 
Walking home she was lost in thought about the flecks in his eyes, they were identical to hers. She reached the courtyard to the complex and felt that undeniable pull, she was just lost in a daze. She walked through the front door and made the left to their apartment and froze. He was just walking into the apartment right across the hall. He didn’t see her, but she saw the tail end of his hair and shoulders. The door clicked shut and she heard the bolt slide home. 
Inside she was dancing and screaming she wanted this, she told him where to go and now he was here, what is she going to do with that. Thoughts of her childhood quickly assaulted her memories slamming into her mind. She saw the image of Justine’s terrified eyes, always running, always hiding, and all the bad men. All the things that frightened her were at the front of her mind. She slammed her walls in place and told herself he was no different than them. He wasn’t going to affect her from a look. He was not getting in here, why did she tell him where she lived? “You’re so stupid” she berated herself. She walked as quiet as she could to her door and went in quickly, her anger was rising inside. Justine was on the couch waiting for her.
“So you saw then?” Justine asked
“Yep just now” she responded
“Well as long as you know, you know they are all the same right?” Justine snapped at her.
“I haven’t forgotten Justine, I don’t try to forget with alcohol, but I am not running anymore, I am a grown ass woman and this is my home!” She was practically yelling at Justine.
“I am sorry, I am not trying to start a fight Zoe, it’s just I feel that pull to him like you do, it’s the same pull I feel with you, it’s something familiar like we are the same and it just feels right, being with you, and to feel that towards someone else, and a man no less is freaking me out.” She was pleading 
“I know, it scares me too, but I think it’s time we faced our fears and not run from them, maybe he is familiar for a reason, and maybe he can tell us what that is, I sure as hell want to know. But right now I just want to sleep. I have class in 5 hours.” Completely drained, Zoe walks to her room, her sanctuary, and placed her things on the dresser, slipped off her shoes, and went to sleep, all her clothes still on.
Zoe awoke with a start, she jumped up and looked at the alarm clock, she was now an hour late for school. Well, too late to get up now, she was already late. She couldn’t go back to sleep, she woke up so suddenly, that she couldn’t lie down and relax enough to sleep some anymore. She decided to get up, she threw some yoga pants on, and went to make some tea. 
On her way to the kitchen she notices her guitar on its stand in the living room. She put some water in the tea pot and turned the stove on. She grabbed a mug and put a tea bag in the cup and waits for the water to warm. She was standing there just staring out the kitchen window thinking about the man last night. Those eyes called to her and confused her. She wanted to know the man that was behind those eyes. She was also angry with herself for wanting to know him.
The next thing she knew, she was sitting on the couch with her guitar in hand, and the song, her song was just flowing out of her. 
Zoe was so lost in her song she didn’t notice Justine wake up and come out.
Justine walked into the kitchen taking the water off the stove. The screaming kettle is what woke her. She sees Zoe’s cup and makes her tea for her, grabs a cup for herself and walked back out to the living room. Justine stood there with Zoe’s tea and her own in her hands. Justine has not heard the full song yet, this is the first time, and she can’t do anything but stand there and watch, the song is calling to her soul. Justine stood there for about 20 minutes, her emotions running all over the place. Zoe looked up then to see Justine standing there. Justine had the mugs in her hands and she was staring at the wall with tears streaming down her face. 
Zoe decided to play the song again. Maybe it would help Justine open up and talk. She started to play again and the song came out more powerful this time. She put all the feelings of last night and this morning into the beat. Right as she was finishing the song they both noticed the banging at the door. Justine quickly set the mugs on the coffee table and hurried to the bathroom. Zoe was left to answer the door.
Zoe set the guitar back in its stand and went to the door. When she opened it she was shocked to see the man from the diner standing there. Then she remembered that he moved in right across the hall from them, the pull never went away last night and she got used to the feel of it. He looked like he just woke up. He was just in a pair of flannel pajama pants and his hair was all over the place. He looked so gorgeous to her. They sort of just stood there staring for a while.
“Uh, hi can I help you?” Zoe asked him
“Well umm, was that you playing?” He asked
“Oh yah, sorry if I bothered you or woke you up, I just needed to play.” Zoe was confused why she was apologizing.
“You didn’t bother me at all. I didn’t get a chance to introduce myself last night. My name is Kaiden.” He said holding out his hand
“Oh, hi Kaiden, I’m Zoe and that’s Justine” Justine was walking back into the living room then.
“Hey” Justine waved and sat down grabbing her mug.
“Can you play that again for me please?” Kaiden asked
Oh shit! She thought, he wants her to play in front of him. “Umm I don’t really like to play in front of anyone” She told him 
“Please? I just need to hear it again, I won’t look at you, I can turn my back or something, and I can go in another room, I just I need to hear it.” Those eyes pleading with her, begging her to play and for the first time in her life she caved to someone’s pleas.
“Well come in then.” She told him looking at Justine who just had and open mouth shocked look on her face. Zoe looked at her shrugging her shoulder, trying to convey her confusion over the situation.
Kaiden sat in the loveseat and Zoe grabbed her guitar and sat next to Justine on the sofa. Her hands were sweaty for the first time in a long time. She rubbed them off on her legs and got ready to play. She hesitates, feeling the need to explain the song first, something she has never ever done, not even after she wrote it.
“This song doesn’t have a name, I just wrote it for a project at school, and well it’s everything in me, everything I can’t say and well that’s it.” What the hell is wrong with me? She thought
Zoe closes her eyes, putting her hands in their places, and letting it flow. Keeping her eyes closed, she felt the song change, she opened her eyes, and found Kaiden’s staring into hers. She felt a longing for him deep in her soul and saw nothing but love in his eyes. And then she heard him. He was humming her song, like he has heard it before, like he knew it. Then she heard Justine humming it too. Kaiden had never heard her play and Justine has only heard pieces of her song, and now they are sitting here humming it. Zoe stopped playing suddenly petrified and wanting to run.
“Please don’t run I can explain everything Zoe.” He was still staring at her and she couldn’t move.
“Explain what? How do you know my song?” Zoe was starting to panic
“Yes that, and a lot more, and Justine this includes you too.” Kaiden was looking at Justine now who also looked like she wanted to bolt.
“Who the fuck are you and why are you here?” Justine asked him in a whisper.
“Just give me a minute, I need to get something, something that will help me explain better, I was going to wait and well get to know you better, but I think you just need to know.” Kaiden was standing now
“Ok” Both Zoe and Justine whispered still in shock. Kaiden walked to the door then and went out. They were both left sitting there staring at the door, waiting for him to come back. Zoe was lost in confusion. She felt a longing for him. She felt like she knew him, well her soul did anyway. She has never had a boyfriend, but she had a feeling soul knew something her brain didn’t want to think of.
 



Chapter 11
Kaiden
Kaiden was absolutely on cloud nine right now. He heard his song, well Zoe’s song, in person for the first time ever, and it felt so good. It gave him all the confidence he needed. It told him that they needed to know the truth and he knew they could handle it. The song told him that she wanted the truth, she knew, they both knew they were different. 
He quickly grabbed a shirt and brushed his teeth. He ran his hands through some water and then his hair. He ran to the door to get back to Zoe, he didn’t ever want to leave her side again. As soon as Kaiden reached the door he remembered what he needed. In his hurry, he completely forgot to get Zoe’s package from her mother, and her other papers. He ran back to the bedroom, grabbed them, and bolted out the door.
Kaiden didn’t know if he should knock again or just walk in. This morning before he knocked, he sat at this door listening to her play. The song called to him so much, but he just sat here, and listened. Once the song got too much to bear is when he knocked and she answered. Now he stood there feeling a little lost. Kaiden started to mumble “knock just knock” and then took a step back then side to side. Finally he raised his hand to knock. Before his hand made contact to the door it opened, Zoe was standing there. She was looking at him like she didn’t think he was real.
“I guess you heard me mumbling huh?” Kaiden asked her
“How do you know that?” Zoe asked
“Well, I know you have exceptional eyesight, and incredible hearing. You can probably run faster than anyone, and so can Justine.” He told them both quite frankly.
“Who are you?” Justine stepped up then.
“Can I come in and sit down first? I will tell you both everything.”
Kaiden walked in and sat down, someone had made him a glass of tea and he took a sip. “This is hard to explain so I am just going to be blunt. Also you may not believe some things I am about to tell you both, but I am being absolutely honest with you. The information I have in this envelope is for Zoe, but Justine it will explain everything for you too.”
“Ok, wait that is information for Zoe right, so how is it going to help me?” Justine asked 
“Just hear me out, I will not lie to you, just please trust me.” He pleaded with them.
“Ok just spill it then” Zoe said her hands were starting to shake.
“Ok, I am just trying to think where I should start the very beginning or mine.” He told them
“How about you’re beginning?” Zoe asked
“Ok well here goes nothing” he takes a deep breath and starts to explain. “When my parents found out they were having me they sent letters to all the other Kings and Queens.”
“You’re a prince?” Zoe asked
“Well technically I am the King now, my parents were killed, but please let me finish.” 
“Sorry” Zoe said
“Anyway, they sent out letters to all the other Kings and Queens, they were looking for another King and Queen that were expecting a child too. See in my culture or whatever, Kings and Queens are born around the same time, and they are always soul mates. Anyway they got a response from the King and Queen here in America. I am from Ireland originally and my home is waiting for me to come back. Well this King and Queen in America were having a child too. My mother and the Queen here sent letters back and forth and made arrangements for us to come meet them around my fifteenth Birthday. About a month before I was born the letters stopped, but that didn’t cancel out the meeting. So when I was fifteen we came to America, we went to the place we were to meet them, and my parents were killed. I watched them get killed and when my mother was dying she finally told me why we came to America. She told me the one we came to meet was my soul mate and that there are others that I and she need to find.”
“What does this have to do with us then?” Justine asked
“My parents are Dragons. I am a Dragon, well technically not yet, I haven’t turned yet, but it’s there in my blood.”
“You are insane.” Justine told him, Zoe just sat there soaking it all up.
“I am not crazy Justine; do you see the flecks in my eyes, the ones in yours and in Zoe’s?”
“Yes? So, those have been there since I can remember.” Justine told him
“Well those are markers, you both are full-bloods, and Zoe is also the child the King and Queen here were expecting.”
“My parents left me, they didn’t want me, just because I have some flecks in my eyes does not make me some damn Dragon.” Zoe was standing now hands still shaking.
“Your name is Zoe Mechelle Devonshire.”
“Wrong its Camden.” She told him
“Not according to this.” He handed her the birth certificate and a newspaper printout.
“That is yours and that newspaper tells what happened to you.” He explained
Zoe read the papers and started to cry.
“How can you be so cruel? This may be me, but even this clipping says my mother left me, on a doorstep, a fucking doorstep like the trash, she didn’t want me!” Zoe was yelling now.
“She did want you. I have letters that prove how happy your father and mother were. I also have this, I think your mother knew something bad was going to happen and she left this with a lawyer in the town you were born in. That Lawyer died before he could get to you. I was contacted by another lawyer two days ago and he found this information in a safe built into the floor of his office building. He called my mother to make sure you were really there and safe, when he found out my parents were killed he contacted me. And I am here now.”
“Wait, wait! So you’re telling me my mom and dad is a King and Queen?”
“Yes, but I think they were killed too”
“Killed?”
“Yes Zoe, you are now a Queen and there is something killing all of us” Kaiden told her.
“What do you mean killing us?” Justine asked
“I mean, when we turn into our Dragon we must fly, over the last twenty years most of the Dragons don’t come back, they are disappearing, and from what I know, you and I are the last Pearl Dragons. Justine you are an Onyx.” Kaiden told them
“Wow,” Justine said. Justine stood there looking between Kaiden and Zoe. She was soaking all this information in. It sounded so farfetched but she wanted to believe it, to her it explained everything.
“Can I have that package please?” Zoe asked
Zoe opened the package and began to read. Moments later she had tears running down her face. Justine had never seen Zoe openly weep and it made her speechless. 
Kaiden just sat there in silence and let her have her moment. Obviously her mother had left her a letter in there too. He wasn’t sure what to say or do so he just sat there. He was watching her and Justine for signs of anything. So far they were taking everything he told them in calmness. He expected some shouting and them telling him to get out, but they didn’t.
“So you’re telling us we are Dragons?” Justine asked.
“Yes” he told her
“How does that work exactly?” Justine was very interested now that Zoe was crying.
“Well when you’re born, your parents usually tell you your history, and it’s not a huge shock like this. You will see them shift into their Dragon. Mine liked to take me on flights for my birthday. And yes, you will actually turn into a Dragon, but we need to find your soul mate for you to turn. Or once Zoe and I have turned, one of us can bite you, and you will turn, but my mother has told me that for a full-blood, it is better to turn with your soul mate.” Kaiden was trying to explain without going into too much detail. He didn’t want to scare Zoe away right now.
“So is that why you feel so familiar to us? Why we feel a pull to you?” Justine asked
“Yes, you are not fully human, we are the same and we are meant to all be together.”
“And you’re a King and Zoe is meant to be your Queen? She is your soul mate?”
Kaiden looked at Zoe then and noticed she was looking at him too. “Yes.” He whispered.
“How do you know?” Justine asked
“You know the song she plays?” Justine nodded yes. “Well I have been hearing it for about 6 or 7 months now always in the morning and mostly when I am sleeping. I wake up to it.” He was looking at Zoe now.
“I wrote it 7 months ago for school.” Zoe choked out.
“I also feel a pull to her. It is so strong I can’t think straight. I feel a pull to you too Justine, but Zoe’s pull is stronger, like there is a huge magnet to my soul and she is the metal pulling me in.”
“I feel it too.” Zoe whispers
Kaiden and Zoe just stared at each other for a long time. She had gone through the package, reading every piece of paper in the package and was now holding a picture in her hand. She broke eye contact with him after a while and just stared at the picture and started to cry again. 
Justine was pacing the floor, but her eyes were bright and looked happy for the first time since he met her. She seemed to be taking this very well.
 



Chapter 12
Zoe
Zoe now knew what Kaiden was telling her was true. Her mother had left her a note and some pictures. Her whole family history was in this huge envelope. The letter her mother had written completely broke her apart. She thought she was thrown away. Thought she was trash the garbage man should have taken. She has always felt unwanted and dirty. 
Now there was this gorgeous man in her living room telling her she was like him, a Dragon. He was also telling her that they were meant to be, like in love meant to be. Her dreams of a family might come true after all. She knew the road to that was going to be the hardest though, she had so many walls, and she didn’t know if he would be able to get in them. She wanted him to. She wanted to feel the love that this letter explained. She needed to feel that love.
She was looking through the pictures and saw what must be her mother and father. She couldn’t get over how her mother could be her twin. Zoe found her mother breathtaking. She had long almost white hair like her. She could tell she had her father’s blue eyes though. Her mother’s eyes were a darker blue. 
Her mother died with a broken heart. This letter tells how she witnessed him being taken away by some men. And she knew the men would come after her next. She had to leave me for me to be safe. Zoe thought. That thought hurts, because now she knows that her Mother left her to keep her safe. All the hate that Zoe has been feeling towards her parents now feels like guilt. And it is tearing a hole in her heart.
After about an hour of her going through the pictures, she offers them to Justine to look at. Justine has this huge smile on her face looking at the pictures. Well I guess she really likes this idea of being a Dragon, and having someone out there meant for her. This made Zoe smile. Justine finally found something that made her happy, and Zoe could see it in her eyes. Zoe glanced at the clock and realized it was almost two in the afternoon. They have been sitting here for hours and didn’t even realize it.
“Crap I need to get ready for work, my shift starts at three.” Zoe told them
“Uh Zoe, one last thing I need to show you.” Kaiden hands her the bank statement then. She looked it over and fell on her butt. 
“Is this real?” Zoe asked
“Is what real? Zoe why are you on the floor?” Justine asked laughing at her.
“Yes its real, you never have to work or want for anything again, not to mention I will take care of you too.” Kaiden told her with the most serious expression, but he was afraid.
“Umm, Justine do you want to make some phone calls? You can be as rude as you want to be. Just tell them both we will never be in again.” Zoe was smiling now too
“What do you mean Zoe?” Justine looked confused now. Zoe handed her the piece of paper grinning ear to ear. “Holy shit!” Justine yelled.
“Well we have to take you to that bank and get your new id’s and stuff first, then you can actually access that money, until then whatever you need is on me.” Kaiden told them.
Zoe was in shock by what Kaiden had just told her and what she was looking at. She was rich, like filthy rich. She wasn’t sure what to do first. She has always worked for everything. The things she saved for and spent the most on, was all in her bedroom. She started laughing then, hysterical giggles erupted from her mouth. Zoe jumped up then and grabbed Justine’s arms. 
Zoe hugged her as tight as she could and then they both started jumping up and down like the little girls they never were. Then they both stopped suddenly looked at each other and both burst into tears. They cried and sobbed and blew snot on each other’s shoulders. A couple minutes later they both remembered Kaiden at the same moment and looked up at him.
“Uh you guys ok?” Kaiden handed them a roll of toilet paper.
That made them laugh and the giggles started all over again. Kaiden was so lost he just stood there and stared.
“Sorry we just, well, god I just hope this isn’t some sick joke.” Zoe said as Justine was starting to sober up and just stared at Kaiden waiting for him to tell her “yes this is a joke”.
“Nope no joke, Zoe is beyond rich, a Queen, she was very much loved by a mother and father, and my soul mate. And Justine we are going to track down your information next, and I am sure we will find something just like I did looking for Zoe. You are filthy rich too, we just need to find it.” Kaiden told them both
“What do you mean I am rich too?” Justine was very curious now, almost not believing
“Well, one thing I haven’t been able to tell you yet, is that, well, once we turn into our Dragon, we turn immortal. We will never age. We can be killed obviously, but you will never age again. And since we are immortal we tend to be very good with money and well all Dragons are filthy rich.” Kaiden told her.
“Wow” Justine breathed out. “Well on that note I need to make some phone calls”
“And I need a shower and then food.” Zoe said
“Well how about I go grab us some food while you girls clean up.” Kaiden said
They both just nodded their heads and turned on their heels.
Zoe went to her room in a daze and then the bathroom. She turned the shower on and took her clothes off. She stood for a minute looking at herself in the mirror. She will be this age forever. As much as the old couples were her favorite to watch, she was silently glad she would be young forever. 
She hopped in the shower then and took an extra long shower. Her tummy was rumbling loudly now, pleading for food. She quickly toweled off and threw some clothes on. She brushed her teeth and then her hair and made her way to the living room. As soon as she stepped out of her room she smelled the food, and once she saw all the food Kaiden got, she stood there stunned.
The coffee table was laid out with every kind of food you could get in this small town. There was pizza, burgers, fries, cinnamon rolls, coffee, soda, and chips galore. 
“Did you buy the whole store?” She asked
“Well, I wasn’t sure what you both like so I got everything.” Kaiden said, grinning like little boy that just got a candy bar.
“Well, we both love food so you did really well.” Justine burst into the room and grabbed a slice of pizza, shoving it in her mouth.
“I also grabbed some movies, in case you guys just wanted to relax today.” Kaiden said
“Sounds like a plan.” Zoe said stuffing a burger into her mouth.
They all ate and watched movies. Justine told them she had called both their jobs and told them to shove it, they wouldn’t be back. Kaiden told them more about Dragons and the others they needed to find. He told them about his home in Ireland and about his parents. He also told them about Charles and the half-bloods. They in turn told him about their time together and how they found each other. How they moved out here to this little town to start over and just blend in. The girls however, did not tell him too much of their past, they left out all bad things.
They talked for hours sharing stories and talking about the Dragons. Zoe choked up when they asked her to read her papers. She did and things sunk in a little more for her. At about midnight they all became quiet and lost in their thoughts. Kaiden and Zoe kept exchanging glances and eventually they all fell asleep. She woke up once to find herself curled up next to Kaiden and his arms around her. She went tense for a second and then just gave in and fell back asleep.
 



Chapter 13
In the morning Kaiden and Zoe woke up in each other’s arms. Justine was on the loveseat curled up in the smallest ball she could make. Kaiden was staring at Zoe when she finally opened her eyes. She gave him a shy smile and looked away. He gently sat her up and she kicked her legs over and sat up. Her heartbeat was beating a million beats a minute, but she didn’t care she loved waking up in his arms. 
“This is all real?” She whispered to him.
“Yes it is, and I promise you Zoe, I already love you. I have been searching for you for seven years. I was not going home until I could take you with me. You have my heart and soul, you are my everything, and I live for you now. I don’t want to scare you and I am sorry if this does, but it has just been very hard these last seven years wondering who you are and if you are safe.” Kaiden whispered back.
Zoe felt relieved to hear his words. She was about to give in to them and then fear swept through her.
“I have never been with someone Kaiden. I don’t know how to be a girlfriend. I have never let someone get close to me, Justine is my only friend and the only person I have let in my life. The fact that you are here scares me, but at the same time I am so happy you are. I guess what I am asking is please be patient with me?” 
“I will never hurt you, I will be as patient as you need, you were made for me, and I for you.” Kaiden whispered and kissed her hand.
Zoe tensed at the kiss but his lips felt like heaven. She wanted to feel his lips against her own and her heart started to beat a little faster, her breathing a little faster. Her walls were crumbling around his words. She wanted to listen to her soul and let him in all the way, but her mind wasn’t willing to work that fast. 
“You know you can whisper all you want, but I can hear you. It’s all good, let’s just hope mine will be as understanding.” Justine said.
“He will, Justine, he was made for you” Kaiden told her
“I didn’t think you wanted a man Justine?” Zoe asked her confusion taking over and pushed the thoughts of Kaiden’s lips on her aside.
“I didn’t think so either, but finding out I get to be some kick ass Dragon, I guess I will take the man that makes me that Dragon too. Hell it might be fun to have a family too, but not for a while.” Justine said so matter of fact.
“Huh” Zoe said shrugging her shoulders. She has never heard these words come out of Justine’s mouth. She was learning more about the girl that she had more than half her life with.
“Well I would like to call the lawyer that found Zoe for me and tell him I found her. Maybe have him start looking into your past Justine.” Kaiden said
“Sounds good to me. All I know about me is that I came here from Germany. My first family adopted me from there and then just decided they didn’t want me after I was five. Their names are Marie and John Barnett.” Justine told him
“Have you looked into you past before?” Kaiden asked
“Nah figured I was never wanted like Zoe here did. Now I would really like to know though, makes things a little different and changes my mind a bit about my birth parents. Knowing they may have sent me away to protect me. That changes my outlook on them and on me.” Justine shrugged her shoulders, but you could see the hope in her eyes.
 “Justine, this is more then you have ever told even me, I guess we really don’t know each other.” Zoe said, she felt a little wounded that Justine was just now opening up and talking.
“It wasn’t important Zoe, you and I both thought we weren’t wanted. Thought our parents just threw us out. Admitting that hurts a lot. I am sorry I drank, it was easier to drink the pain of that away then say it out loud you know?” Justine had tears in her eyes. The pain of the past written all over her face now.
“Yes Justine I know. Don’t be sorry, just talk to me, don’t drink it away.” Zoe was leaning in front of her now.
They stood and hugged and cried a little more.
“Well I am going to go grab a shower and make that call, you ladies up for a road trip?” Kaiden asked
“Hell yeah!” Justine said loudly
“Where to?” Zoe asked
“Well I figured we would go to the town you were born in, get your name change official, and get you a new id. We also need to get you to the bank so you can have access to your money. I mean I have enough, but I didn’t want you to feel you had to owe me anything.” He shrugged off his insecurity.
“Apparently you were made for me.” Zoe definitely did not like owing people or being in anyone debt. “Are we going to stop by that lawyer’s office too? I would really like to thank him for all he has done for me.” Zoe asked trying to cover up the fact that her mouth acted before her brain did.
“We can if you like. It’s eight now so we need to get on the road soon it’s a two hour drive, but I can get there in forty five minutes.” He said with a smirk on his face. Kaiden heard what she said but he was trying to act like he didn’t.
“Eyesight helps when you want to fly low.” Justine said
“I will leave the driving to you two I am still too scared to drive.” Zoe said
“Would you guys like to stay the night there and get a hotel?” Kaiden asked
“Why not, can we shop too?” Zoe asked “You know I have all this money, I think I want to splurge a little. I haven’t gotten nice new clothes in well ever.” Zoe was giddy at the thought of new clothes and not having to account for the money.
“We can do whatever you want Zoe.” Kaiden told her.
“Yay, I get to be a third wheel!” Justine had sarcasm dripping from her mouth.
“Awe honey you want some new clothes too?” Zoe asked Justine, putting on a mommy voice she heard so often at the diner.
“Yep and some kick ass boots. I’ll pay you back when I get my riches.” Justine was all giddy now.
Zoe laughed and smacked her on the butt. They both burst into laughter and ran to their bathrooms to get ready. 
Kaiden left laughing to himself, happier than he has been in years. He went to make the phone call and get himself ready. Kaiden took a shower first and packed his stuff back up. He loaded it all in the car, and then called Mr. Steinman. Kaiden told Mr. Steinman that they were coming into town and would be stopping by. He also told Mr. Steinman that he would like to hire him to find Justine’s parents or information about her. He agreed and said he hoped to have something by the time they arrived. Kaiden thought the girls would need a little more time so he went and grabbed some coffees and bagels.
When he pulled up to the apartments he noticed the girls at the curb, each with a small duffel bag and Zoe had her Guitar with her. Smiles were plastered to their faces. Zoe looked so beautiful. She wore a pair of tight blue jeans, a cream sweater, and knee high boots. Her hair was up in a messy bun and some strands had escaped falling around her face. He wanted to jump out of the car and grab her and run back inside with her. Instead he just shook his head slightly and smiled at her. They were both just kind of bouncing in place with excitement and when he pulled all the way to the curb they hopped in.
“How’d the phone calls go?” Zoe asked Kaiden.
“Well Mr. Steinman is expecting us and he is working on finding out information on Justine.” Kaiden answered.
“Awesome” Justine said all chipper in the back seat.
“You know I have to tell you, I thought both of you were going to freak out on me and tell me to get out last night, but you have taken all of this information so well. Your song told me that you were ready though. I know that sounds weird but its true” Kaiden told them.
“Really? Well it’s kind of hard to not believe you when you bring me my birth certificate. Not to mention a newspaper article with my name and my mother’s and then the letters and pictures. I mean there is one of my mother next to 2 huge white Dragons. Which says on the back are my grandparents. Oh and both of us knew we were different from other girls, this just kind of puts in all into place.” Zoe told him.
“And you Justine?” Kaiden asked her.
“Well I have been a freak all my life. I have only ever felt a pull towards Zoe, then you come and I feel that same pull towards you too. That tells me I am freakier then even I thought. Then you come over, hear her song, and I know something clicked inside you when you heard it because something clicked for me. Then you tell us we are Dragons like real life flying fire breathing Dragons and we have super powers, I am stoked honestly. I am not a freak, but a Dragon, and I get to be part of something that is bigger than me. I feel like I have a purpose in life now, I need to help you two save an entire race. I get to have a man that will understand me and accept me for who I am and not judge me. Hell, he might even be an orphan like us. From what you told us it’s a good chance he is and that makes it a little better to me. To me it means he will understand me.” 
Justine takes a huge breath and keeps going 
“To me that means I won’t have to be some girl that I am not. I never wanted a family or a man to love me, I never wanted to tell anyone what happened to me when I was little. I still don’t, but if he is an orphan too then it will make it easier for me to open up to him in private, after some time. You have basically just changed my life for the better. I mean Zoe saved my life when I was eleven and now you are again. If you two are the last King and Queen I will stand by you two forever, Zoe already knows this. I haven’t left her side since we jumped out a window together.” Justine stared out the window silent tears streaming down her face.
They all drove in silence after that. Kaiden kept his eyes all over the road searching and looking. Zoe just sat back and enjoyed the ride. Her whole life had changed overnight and she was ok with that. 
Nothing ever worked out for her and now it all was. This man loved her already and all she had to do was let her walls down and him in. How hard could that be? They were already crumbling anyway. As they got closer to their destination she recognized it a little bit. The Camden family lived here for a couple years before they moved to a bigger city. She suddenly had a thought.
“Is my parent’s house still here?”
“I don’t know, let me call Mr. Steinman and find out.”
Twenty minutes later and a few calls they were pulling into the driveway of a cute little house.
“From what Mr. Steinman said after your mother went missing they found a document in the house that stated, if she went missing then she was dead, and not to look for her. That if she left her baby, she was indeed dead and the house was left as is and in your name Zoe. Also the lawyer that died had set up a cleaning service for once a week and orders to keep the house intact.” Kaiden told her.
“Oh.” was all Zoe could say. Utter shock and disbelief coursing through her veins.
They found the key to the house under the third plant pot, right were the maid service said it would be. Kaiden handed Zoe the key and let her open the door and walk in first. 
She walked in the door and immediately noticed that it was decorated exactly how she would have done it herself. It was all in creams and light colors. It was a small place, but comfortable, it had a very welcoming homey feel to it. There were no pictures of anyone in the house. She noticed frames, but they were empty. The missing pictures must be the pictures Zoe now had. 
She walked through the living room, the kitchen, and the small dining room. There were lots of book shelves in the living room full of books and decorations with lots of decorative chests. Kaiden and Justine were following her slowly giving her the space she needed. She made her way to the hall and paused, she looked back at Kaiden and he nodded at her to continue. She went to the first room on the right and opened the door. 
She fell to her knees in tears. Guilt for the anger she felt before slammed into her. The room was a nursery and looked exactly like her room in her apartment, minus the purple walls and crib of course. But looking at this room she felt all the love that a mother had for a child, the love her mother had for her, and she mourned them right then and there. She never knew them, but she was mourning the loss of them and how things could have been. 
She stayed in the nursery for some time exploring every nook and cranny. Once she felt she saw everything, Zoe then decided to go to the other bedroom that should be her mother and father’s bedroom. 
When she opened the door she was breathless, the room was gorgeous. A huge four poster bed was in the center with a large armoire in the corner. There were shelves on the walls with more decorative chests and books. She went to the closet to look at her mother’s clothes. She could tell that her mother had much the same figure as her own, as the sizing ranged one size smaller or bigger than her. 
Zoe was going through the clothes looking at every single piece trying to feel something familiar. Something that would stand out more so than the other things. Anything to grab hold of that spoke to her. Kaiden came into the closet then and grabbed her hand. He gently pulled her to the bed to sit next to him.
“Zoe I need to tell you something, I plan on taking you to my home, our home in Ireland.”
“Oh?” she whispered
“We can take our time, but it is not safe for us anywhere once we turn Zoe, Ireland, the mountain is the only safe place I know of. We haven’t had any deaths on our land in thousands of years. The only time we lose one of our own is if there is an accident, or if they go on vacation and shift.” He told her rubbing her arm gently
“I understand that, and I am willing to move, god knows I hate cities. But Kaiden I just got all of this, I just want to be able to cherish it for a while.” Zoe told him with tears in her eyes. Right now she was thinking Kaiden was going to rob her of all of it.
“Zoe I am not telling you that you have to give any of this up. I was just going to ask you if I could call a moving company and have them move this stuff to our home. Then you can do whatever you want with the house. I want you to have all of your parent’s things. We have plenty of rooms at our house and if I need to I will build you a new house.” Kaiden was looking at her very seriously.
Instant relief and confusion hit Zoe “You would do that for me?”
“Zoe I would do anything to make sure you are happy.”
“Why don’t you have an accent Kaiden?” She was trying to change the subject quickly. She was falling in love with this man the more she was with him. Her mind was having a hard time listening to her heart so she was spoke the first thing that popped in her mind. 
Amusement lit his eyes up “I have been here in America for seven years, and well even before that I didn’t really have an accent.” Kaiden looked confused by his answer.
“Ok, can I just have a couple hours with this stuff? I kind of want to look at everything. Then you can call a moving company and make all the arrangements you need to. I would love to have anything and everything of my parents.” Zoe told him beginning to stand back up to go to the closest. Her mind got its way this time.
“Take all the time you need Zoe, I will schedule them to come in a week or so that way you can stay here too. Do you want to stay here while Justine and I go to the lawyers?”
“No, I would like to thank him, but I would like to stay here instead of a hotel if you guys don’t mind. I just feel at home here, at peace.” Zoe said looking around the room. She definitely was not ready to have it all put in boxes and taken away.
“Absolutely, honestly I feel the same way here. It’s the light colors and familiarity. My mother would have loved this house. Your mother decorates a lot like mine.” Kaiden was looking wistful
Zoe giggled and went back to the closet.
They gave Zoe about an hour of looking at her mother’s things before they had to drag her out. They were now on their way to Mr. Steinman’s office. 
Walking into the office the girls noticed the playroom before anything else. They looked at each other and grinned, they both wanted to tackle those huge monkey bars. They both took a step in the direction of the playroom when a tall friendly looking man came down the hall. He stopped in his tracks and smiled at the girls, he then gestured with his hands for them to go ahead. Zoe and Justine took off running and laughing, they raced across the monkey bars then pulled themselves together and made their way to the men watching them.
“Sorry that room just called to us.” Zoe apologized she was quite shocked with herself and Justine. Their playful side was usually just at the park, but when they saw those monkey bars, it was like being at the park.
“Well that’s what I built it for. I wanted this to be a fun place to come, not a normal boring stuffy lawyer’s office.” Mr. Steinman was smiling at them.
“You did well then. Mr. Steinman I presume? I’m Zoe, Thank you so much for finding me and giving Kaiden the package my mother left. You have no idea how much you have changed my life for the better because of that package.” Zoe was smiling at the lawyer.
“You are most welcome Zoe. I have been concerned about you since the day I found it.” Mr. Steinman grabbed her hand to hold on to it for a second. “I also understand we have a new client that needs her family tracked down.” 
“Mr. Steinman, meet Justine Barnett.” Kaiden introduced them
“Hello Justine it is a pleasure to meet you. Kaiden here called me and gave me the basic rundown of the situation and I made a few phone calls and I have good news for you” He told Justine
“Wow, it’s really nice to meet you too Mr. Steinman, you work pretty fast.” Justine said with amazement in her eyes.
“Actually all I found was a similar situation to Zoe’s. Seems there is a lawyer in Germany that has been holding a file, it is similar to Zoe’s and he has been waiting for you to contact him. Your parents willingly gave you up for adoption and left instructions with this lawyer. He is sending all your information to me and it should be here within the week.” Mr. Steinman told us
“So they did just give me away?” Justine said with tears in her eyes.
“Please can we go to my office so I can explain better?” Me. Steinman asked
They all followed him to his office. Justine had gone right back into her shell and had tears streaming down her face. She looked like she wanted to run out the door, but Zoe grabbed her hand and held on tight. Zoe was trying to reassure her that everything was going to be ok. Once in his office, he led them over to the large window seat and Kaiden and Mr. Steinman took the couch opposite the girls.
“Now Justine, the lawyer in Germany is sending a package well two very large manila envelopes and some papers. He said there is also a journal and a smaller personal envelope that your parents told him would explain it all.” Mr. Steinman was trying to reassure her with his eyes. “Also he says he knew your parents quite well and that they gave you up knowing you would be leaving the country and would be safe. I am not sure what trouble any of your parents had, but it seems they were only trying to keep you safe.” Mr. Steinman looked away and stared at the wall.
“Justine are you ok?” Zoe whispered
“I will be. You said it will be here within the week?” Justine was feeling a little better from what the lawyer said, but she wanted to see it herself before she really believed all of that.
“Yes I will contact you the minute it is in.”
“Actually we will be in town at Zoe’s house, so you can call me and I will bring Justine right over” Kaiden said
“How about I bring it to you when it gets here? That way you can look it over in private and not have to wait till you got back here” Mr. Steinman asked
“That would be very nice of you.” Justine told him with a haunted look in her eyes.
They said their goodbyes and left the office. Justine was quiet and sullen in the back seat. She stayed in the car when they went to the bank and the DMV. When they got back to the house she hadn’t spoken a word and walked straight to the couch and just stared out the window. Kaiden left to get some food and Zoe went back to her parent’s closet. Soon after Justine came and sat on the bed.
“Zoe what is wrong with me? Why does no one want me?”
“Hun, do you remember what Kaiden told us?”
“Yep, your rich and a Queen and you were meant for each other”
“So that’s all you heard?”
“No” Justine said with frustration hanging her head and staring at her hands in her lap.
“Well do you remember him telling us that several of the parents put their children in hiding so that whoever was hunting them wouldn’t find them?”
“Yes I do, it’s just that I am jealous ok”
“WHAT?” Zoe felt completely confused and frustrated
“Your mom didn’t plan to give you up, that nursery in there says so, and she loved you. Mine just gave me up for my “protection” they didn’t even try. Yours did and they left you this home and money and I get some damn manila envelopes.” Bitterness scorching her voice
Zoe got up and walked over to her “Justine, think about it. If they were being hunted and you were with them, then you would be dead too. If you never came into my life I would probably be living on the street. You think I saved your life but you saved mine. We are together and I would never let you go. You are my sister. We got handed a fucked up deck of cards, but things are getting better and what’s mine is yours ok, everything. I wouldn’t have any of this if I didn’t have you.”
“I’m sorry I really am I just wish I had the knight and the fairytale you’re going to get.”
“Then let me make yours come true too. Kaiden told me that he has a mountain and like thousands of acres. I am sure we could build you a house and furnish it any which way. We also need to find your knight, then he can make the rest come true. But let me handle the material stuff okay?”
“You would do that for me?” Justine asked with tears in her eyes again
“We would do anything to make you happy.” Kaiden said walking in the room with three cups of coffee in his hands.
“Well hell.” Justine looked happy and sounded defeated.
“I can have some contractors start work now and have a home built if you would like me too?” Kaiden asked
“Kaiden?” Zoe asked staring at him
“Yes Zoe?”
“Can you slow down a bit? I know you have all the right intentions, but I am also thinking that we need to sort out the stuff going on here, with us, and then start with the others. I don’t want you building a bunch of houses and them being empty. Plus I think that some of them might want to have a say in their home, I know I would.”
“Damn Zoe you sound like a Queen already” Justine was laughing at her
“Well everything is happening so fast, everything I am not used to happening is happening, I just want to slow down a lot. I want to be able to enjoy my time here. I want all of this to soak in and once it does and we really start our life. I would like some say in at least the house I will be living in.” Zoe said in a voice so soft it almost brought Kaiden to his knees. The longing he heard in her voice made his heart break. This woman, who he loved, who was made just for him, is wounded, and he feels he is rushing her.
Kaiden dropped to his knees in front of Zoe grabbed both her hands in his and said “Zoe we can go as slow as you want. I will have the home of your dreams built. I will do anything and everything to make you happy.”
“Kaiden you have brought me happiness, more than you can know. But I need to let this, my mother and father, soak in. I feel like I am mourning them. I need to get to know you, I feel drawn to you and want to be around you, but I need to take it slow.” She said pleading him with her eyes. Kaiden nodded his head yes and stood.
“I have waited years to find you and the last thing I want to do is rush you into anything. I am sorry if I have done that to you. I got us some groceries instead of carry out. I figured you would like to make this feel like home while we are here. I will be in the living room, I hope you don’t mind but I had cable hooked up and bought a TV while I was out. I like to watch movies and there wasn’t one in there.” Kaiden looked like a wounded puppy.
“Kaiden I am sorry, I didn’t mean to make you feel like you were pushing me to hard. I am just not used to this yet. The TV was a great idea though, we love movies too. Did you get one for us to watch?” Zoe had a smirk on her face.
“Yes I got a few, I wanted to cook you two dinner first and let you finish in here then I figured we could sit and watch them together, if you wanted of course.” Kaiden was now smirking too
“Can I help you cook? I sort of love to cook and it’s been a long since I have had more than just myself or Zoe to cook for.” Justine asked him
“Of Course, I would love that.” 
Kaiden and Justine left the room to go put groceries away and cook. Zoe liked to cook too, but she had noticed a box buried in the back of the closet right before Justine came in. 
Zoe went to the back of the closet and pulled the box out. It looked like a photo box, but was leather and looked well worn. She took the lid off and found journals inside. She decided to set the box of journals aside to look for more hidden boxes in the closet. 
On the top shelf she found another box, this one was pink with lots of flowers, it looked to be a hat box. She took it off the shelf and opened the pink lid. Inside she found some more journals and some letters and photos. 
She picked up the photos first and noticed that they were not her parents. The couple in the photo looked happy and the woman was very much pregnant in them. She set the photos down and picked up one of the letters. She noticed the name right away as Kaiden’s parent’s names. She skimmed the letter and realized that these were the letters his mother wrote. The letters he has are the ones her mother wrote. Well at least they had a complete puzzle now. 
She set the pictures aside to show Kaiden later. She then grabbed the journal out and began reading it. There were pages full of her mother describing her pregnancy and plans she had. Zoe hugged the journal to her chest and decided she wanted to save this journal for reading later. 
She skimmed through the journal and stopped on the last page. A sentence caught her eye. She flipped back to the beginning of this entry and began reading it. Her heart started beating faster and faster and she began to cry. She slammed the journal closed and ran into the kitchen.
“My father might be alive!” Zoe blurted out
Justine and Kaiden just stared at her for a moment. Then Kaiden was at her side.
“Why do you say that?” He asked
“This, I found this!” She shoved the journal at him
“Look in the back the last entry, she saw him get taken in a large truck.” She was panicked and crying. She was in the middle of mourning her parents and now she is slammed with the fact that one of them might be alive. 
Kaiden tensed he knew about the trucks, he has seen them before. He watched men shoot his parents out of the sky, tie chains to their legs, and start to drag them into a large semi truck. But they both turned to ash before they got them in the truck.
Kaiden started to read the book “She never saw him turn to ash before they got the door closed, but as soon as he was in the truck she lost all sense of him. But she sensed others and she also says she noticed one of the men’s eyes, red flecks in them.” Kaiden shut the book a haunted look in his eyes and all over his face. He looked like he just saw a ghost.
“A Blood Dragon is hunting us?” he asked the room. You could see the shock written all over his face. “This changes everything. This is not an accident, this is murder, and he is hunting us, hunting them all down and killing them. He knows where they all were, because he is one of us. I need to call Charles.” Kaiden was pacing the floor and murmuring to himself. 
“Kaiden can you explain this a little better?” Zoe asked in near panic herself. 
“If it is a Blood Dragon, he tracked them all down. You know how you feel the pull to me and Justine? Well we all have that feeling. When we are near another Dragon we feel the pull to them. We know each other’s habits, because we ourselves have them. Another Dragon would know the best time to fly. It means, if he was watching your mother and father he knew she was pregnant. He may have taken your father and then waited until her Dragon called to her, and made her take flight to celebrate your birth. You were four days old when she left you right? That means they got your father and wanted her too. It means they know you exist and we are not safe here.”
“We are not Dragons yet.” Zoe was in tears now a fear she had never known crept its way inside her.
“If he sees us together, we are as good as dead, now and even more so after we turn.”
“Can we at least wait until Justine’s package comes, I don’t want to make her wait any longer than she has to?” Zoe asked
“Yes we can, Mr. Steinman said it should be within the week. But I need to call Charles tell him what we have found out.”
“So we are in Danger being here?” Justine asked she did not want Zoe to be in any danger because of her. If they waited for the package then it would be Justine’s fault if something bad happened.
“The only thing we have on our side right now is no one knows we are here, no one knows what Zoe looks like, and no one knows you or me. Half-bloods do not feel the pull that we full-bloods do. If there are any of them around they will not feel us.”
“So we stay inside, you got enough food and supplies for us for at least a week right?” Justine was all business now. She knew how to stay hidden and blend in and she perceived everything a danger. If they were not going to leave, then she would do what she had to do to protect Zoe.
“Yes we should be good, but I would like to take you both to my home in Ireland as soon as possible. We are safest there.”
“OK” Justine and Zoe said at the same time. Neither of them liked being in danger and now that they knew someone hunted them they knew running was not the answer. They couldn’t do the one thing that they were used to doing.
“I will call Charles after we eat and we need make a plan ourselves. I don’t want to push anything on either of you and make this more difficult than it should be.” Kaiden looked defeated and broken. He felt like he drove Zoe right into a trap. All he wanted was to make her happy and keep her safe, and now she might be right in the middle of a dangerous situation. He was at a loss for what to do.
They all cooked together after that, no one wanted to be separated from each other. Once dinner was made Zoe set the table and they all sat to eat. They talked about a plan. The girls listened to Kaiden talk about his home and what he thought would be the best plan to get there. 
Once they were all done eating and talking they cleaned up the table and kitchen together. Kaiden went to the living room to call Charles and the girls followed him. Justine sat in a chair off to the side but facing the front door. Zoe sat on one corner of the couch while Kaiden paced in front of them. 
Justine and Zoe were silent as Kaiden talked to Charles. After he told Charles about the journal there were a lot of yes and no’s. He listened for a long time and sat on the couch. Zoe leaned towards him on the couch and once she noticed what she was doing she got up and decided to make some tea. Tea always calmed her down. When she got back to the living room Kaiden was off the phone waiting for her. Zoe made them all a cup and handed one to each of them.
“What does Charles think?” Zoe asked
“He has heard some rumors over the years and is going to go through some old correspondence my parents have acquired over the years. He wants us to come home as soon as we are able. He actually wants us on a plane tonight.”
“That’s a good idea for you and Zoe.” Justine said eyes to the ground
“I am not leaving you Justine.” Zoe said angrily
“I don’t want you to get killed because we are waiting for something for me.” 
“Let me decide that ok. I won’t leave you. If shit starts to go bad or we all start to feel unsafe then we will have Mr. Steinman ship it to us.”
“Ok” Justine said with a small broken voice
“I can send you both there and I can wait for it, but really I don’t want to be apart from you now that I have found you.” Kaiden said
“No one is going anywhere” Zoe told them. She was not going to admit it out loud, but she couldn’t bear the thought of leaving him now. 
 



Chapter 14
They were all quiet for a while, lost in thoughts of the danger, and the journal. Zoe was holding the journal and flipping through the pages to see where the change happened. The beginning of the folder was all happy times and describing their new home and the pregnancy. Then one day there is just the entry of her father being taken and her mother’s fear clear as day. That was the last entry in the journal.
“Anyone want to watch a movie, I kind of want to clear my head of this, this stuff.” Zoe asked 
“Please, a comedy if we have one, I need the same thing.” Justine answered
“I hope you like what I picked out” Kaiden said
Kaiden put the movie in and turned to see Zoe pull her legs to her chest and get comfortable. He walked to the hall and grabbed a small blanket out of the linen closet, he walked back to the couch, and laid it over Zoe’s legs. He then sat beside her on the couch and got comfortable too. 
Kaiden was nervous, he wanted more than anything for Zoe to love him as he already loved her. He understood her past and accepted it. He just wanted to show her how much he truly cared. He remembered his parents and how much they loved each other and him. Kaiden wanted that love too. He wanted to feel what his parents had. He knew the feel of a woman already. He was no stranger to sex. But he had never made love to a woman, never experienced the intimacy there is in the act. He only knew the gratification of a one night stand. Kaiden found Zoe absolutely flawlessly gorgeous. She could do no wrong in his eyes and he only wanted to make all her dreams come true.
Halfway through the movie Zoe noticed that Justine had nodded off and was now passed out on the chair. Kaiden had went and got a twin bed for the nursery for Justine and he was sleeping on the couch while they were here. Zoe decided she was going to wake Justine and tell her to go to bed. Zoe gently shook Justine awake and told her to go to bed. Justine got up without a word and walked to the hall, once Zoe heard the click of the door she sat back down on the couch.
Zoe was still a little light headed from everything that she had found out in the last twenty four hours. She knew that Kaiden was a good guy that he was going to do everything in his power to make her happy. She appreciated that fact more than anything else. No one in her life has ever tried to make her happy. This also scares her, she wasn’t sure if she was worthy of such a good man. 
Zoe glanced at Kaiden next to her. He was into the movie with a goofy grin on his face. She couldn’t help the smile that came to her face when looking at him. He was a beautiful man. She studied him taking in his profile. His strong jaw and a perfect straight nose, luscious full lips and the most amazing eyes she has ever seen. As she is staring at him he glances at her and she can’t help the flush that comes to her cheeks.
“Do you like what you see?” He asked
Damn she thought he caught me staring “I was just thinking that you are a perfect mix of your parents” 
“And how do you know that?”
“Oh I found the letters your mom wrote and she added some pictures.” 
“May I see them, please? I haven’t seen them in such a long time” Kaiden said
“Of Course, would you like me to bring them out here?”
“The movie is almost over can we wait until then and look at them together?” he asked hopefulness in his voice. 
“Sure, there are some journals of my Dad’s I found too that I wanted to go through.”
“Maybe there is more about what was happening in those” 
“We shall see soon.” She smiled at him. She was looking forward to being alone with him. She was also very nervous about it.
Zoe was so lost at this stuff, she didn’t know how to flirt. She was falling in love with him. The pull she felt to him was stronger than the pull she felt towards Justine. It was like her soul knew his and was trying to escape her body and go to his. With Justine it was just like a string that linked them. Kaiden went back to lounging on the couch and she shifted to be closer to him. Zoe was hoping that things would just fall into place without her having to open up too much about her past. 
Once the movie ended Zoe was leaning on Kaiden’s shoulder and he did not want to move. Lucky for him he got a DVD player that held more than one disc at a time. He had pre loaded all the movies. He wanted to read the journals and see the pictures, but they always had tomorrow, right now he was enjoying her touch. 
Kaiden changed the disc and put on the other comedy he got. Zoe said nothing as he changed the movie. She was also enjoying the feel of him breathing against her head. A little into the movie Kaiden put his arm around her shoulders and she let out a sigh. Zoe felt safe next to him and his arm around her intensified that feeling. Kaiden turned his body just a little and her head fell onto his chest. Zoe adjusted herself a little bit and snuggled into his side. Neither said a word as they shifted their bodies to get closer to each other. Kaiden feared that if he said anything he would scare her. Zoe just didn’t want to think about what she was doing for fear she might break contact. Kaiden smelled like home to her. His scent was magical and made her weak in the knees. 
Not long after the movie started they both started to drift asleep, wrapped in each other’s arms. 



Justine woke up suddenly to a sound outside. It was the middle of the night and for a second she had no idea where she was. Once her eyes cleared she remembered it all and sat up. She remembered Zoe waking her and telling her to go to bed. 
Justine was thirsty so she got up and went to the kitchen. On her way to the kitchen she glanced at the living room and saw Zoe and Kaiden fast asleep snuggled into each other. She was happy for Zoe, happy that Zoe was going to have the happy ending that she knew Zoe wanted.
Justine was lost in thought staring at them. She wanted what they are going to have. She wants to be loved more than anything. She wants a man to hold her and look at her with nothing more than love and desire in his eyes. She also wants children someday. Something has shifted in Justine and she now knows that she will have that. Before she would look at families and couples with revulsion, because she thought she was never going to have that. But now she knows that there is someone out there that is meant just for her. 
Justine knows Zoe will find him, well Kaiden too. If Kaiden waited seven years for Zoe and was looking for her all that time, could her soul mate be looking for her too? Is there a possibility that some of the other full-bloods know what they are? Justine hoped that there were. Some people might not take the news as well as Zoe and her.
Justine also knew that when she found her soul mate, the hardest thing was going to be coming out of her shell. Justine puts up a huge wall for everyone, including Zoe. She thinks it’s better to be untouchable than see through. Her past is full of nasty men and their nasty wants for little girls. She was only ever touched by one man and Zoe saved her from a fate of more touching and more sleepless nights in fear. 
Justine felt she owed Zoe her life and she vowed to always be by her side. Zoe has helped her come out of her shell a little and stop the hiding. Justine knew she was going to face this mess head on instead of running from it. She was not going to hide behind the bottle and drown her sorrows away. She wanted her soul mate to see a strong woman, not a woman hidden behind a bottle.
Justine got her drink and went back to her bedroom. Once she closed the door she remembered why she woke up. Something must have been outside and woke her. She turned off the light and looked out the window and didn’t see a single thing besides the trees and the hills. Justine blew it off to be a small animal making the noise and laid back down and fell into a deep sleep. 
 



Chapter 15
 
As the morning sun was coming through the windows Zoe woke and took a deep intake of Kaiden’s scent. Kaiden was still sleeping so Zoe just laid there and enjoyed the feel of him. This feeling of contentment was so odd to Zoe but she enjoyed the feeling of being in his arms. She felt safe for the first time that she could remember. She also felt loved and wanted. Kaiden’s breathing changed while Zoe was lost in her thoughts and he opened his eyes to see her staring at him but her eyes were unfocused and it looked like she was looking into his soul.
“Did you sleep well?” Kaiden asked
Zoe jumped a little at the sound of his voice “Yes I did, how about you, did you sleep well?” She was blushing slightly at being caught staring at him.
“Well let’s see, I fell asleep in the arms of the most beautiful and amazing woman, I had some pretty good dreams about said woman, and then I woke up and that woman is still in my arms. So yes I slept very well” a small smirk was working its way onto Kaiden’s mouth.
Zoe was almost a cherry, her cheeks were on fire. “I had a good dream too, I think you were there, but I can’t be sure”
“Oh? I have you dreaming about me now huh?”
“I said you might have been there, but I can’t remember all of it to know for sure” 
Zoe did in fact remember her dream. She was in what felt like a castle and when she looked out the window it was so green and alive. The rolling hills dipped in and out of view and the trees swayed in the wind. Kaiden was the center of that dream too. They were wed and she had a large belly, she felt that she was having a little girl. Zoe remembered the bliss she felt having a life inside of her and she felt the love she had for Kaiden. The absolute adoration he had for her was undeniable. They were madly in love in her dream.
Kaiden was watching her closely. He knew she was remembering her dream and as her cheeks changed color. He watched the red lessen and just stay at the center of her cheek bones. He couldn’t help himself so he lifted his hand and ran a finger down her face, her skin was like silk it was so soft. A sigh escaped Zoe’s lips and she let the lids of her eyes fall shut. Kaiden tucked some hair behind her ear and then held her face. 
He wanted nothing more than to pull her face to his and feel her lips against his. He wanted to run both his hands through her hair and pull her onto his lips. Kaiden wanted to drink all of Zoe inside of him. His hand paused on her face, he was nervous of scaring her. He didn’t want to push anything on her and have her clam up. Kaiden needed Zoe to make the first move. If she made the initiation to love him he would welcome it. Right now he needed to go slow with her.
“I am starving would you like to go to breakfast with me?” Kaiden asked. He was so lost in her that he forgot the danger they were in and their vow to stay inside.
“I would love to” Zoe was a little disappointed he didn’t kiss her, but she was also relieved. She wasn’t sure she was ready for it. “Did you want to go alone, or should we wake Justine.” And as soon as the question came out of her mouth her remembered.
“As much as I would love to be alone with you, I am not comfortable leaving her alone. I don’t know what danger we are facing and if it is even here, but I would rather be safe than sorry.” Kaiden replied
“Ok why don’t you start to get ready and I will go wake Justine.” Zoe lifted herself off of Kaiden and was now standing looking at him, drinking in his form. God he was beautiful.
“Enjoying the view?” Kaiden noticed her stares, he was doing the same with her, but he liked to ruffle her feathers a little too.
“Hmm?” Zoe was so focused on her thoughts and his body she wasn’t paying attention.
Kaiden stood and grabbed her hands in his. “I asked if you like the view.”
Damn she got caught again “Right I’ll go wake Justine” and she hurried down the hall trying to hide her embarrassment at being caught again.
Kaiden went to the kitchen to start a pot of coffee before he got in the shower.
Zoe opened the door to the bedroom Justine was staying in and as soon as she opened the door she wanted to run.
“JUSTINE!!”
Justine jumped out of bed looking ready to fight “Damn Zoe, What?”
“Is that your face?” She asked in a whisper pointing to the window
Kaiden was instantly at her side looking at the window where her finger pointed. There was a slight smudge of a face and hands cupped around it. Instant fear shot into him.
“What the hell? I woke up last night to a noise, but I thought it was just a little critter, when I looked there was nothing out there.” Justine told them.
Kaiden ran from Zoe’s side out the back door and the girls were instantly on his heels. Once in the back below the window they saw foot prints and some drag marks. Drag marks?
“It looks like someone was looking in the window and something else or someone else dragged them away.” Kaiden said
“Let’s go inside now!” Zoe demanded
They all ran back inside, once they were inside Zoe went to the DVD player and turned on a movie and then turned the volume all the way up. She then went to the kitchen and turned the water on full blast. Justine figured out what she was doing and went to the bedrooms to turn radios on full blast and all the faucets in the bathrooms. Zoe then grabbed Kaiden and dragged him in the small closet. Justine joined them a second later. 
“I don’t feel the pull of another Dragon, but something is off, and everything inside me is telling me to run.” Zoe told them
“Ditto on the running, someone was watching me sleep and I am freaked the fuck out.” Justine whispered
“Why are we in the closet?”
“Kaiden think about it, if we have excellent hearing wont they have it too?? But we are at the center of the house with everything blaring and the noise should muffle our whispers a little bit if it is another Dragon.” Zoe explained
Damn she is smart Kaiden thought “Ok so what do you think we should do? I would take you away right now, but I would also like to wait until Justine’s package arrives.”
“Thank you for thinking of me Kaiden. I appreciate it, but I have always trusted Zoe’s instinct to run, and if it is screaming at her right now, well I am going to listen to it and run. But I am not leaving your sides.”
“I think we need to leave here in all honesty, as much as I don’t want to, someone knows we are here. Kaiden you can call a moving company, I really do want to keep all this stuff. Have them start today or tomorrow if you can, but I want to be here during the day when they are packing this stuff up. I think we need to go to a hotel or something about an hour away from this town, and in the opposite direction from where we came.” Zoe explained to them completely freaked out.
“Ok I will schedule that. I will also call Mr. Steinman. Tell him to call me when the package is in and that we will come to him. Do you mind if I call and get flights for us to my home, our home?” He asked
“I think we need to wait on the flight, get as far from California as we can and then take a random last minute flight overseas, plus Zoe and I don’t have passports.” Justine said
“Got it, pack what you girls brought and anything you want to keep with you that you don’t want the movers to pack and take.”
They all left the closet and started to pack what they wanted to take with them. They only thing Zoe felt she needed to really take with her were all the journals. She found a bag in the closet that she thought would be big enough to hold them all and started shoving them in. Zoe then went to the closet and grabbed a shirt of her mother’s that called to her. She placed that in her bag with her other clothes and was ready to go. 
Zoe was standing in the hallway as Justine was coming out of the bedroom. They went to the living room and placed the bags on the floor. Kaiden was on the phone and they waited for him to finish. Once he was done they loaded his car with the bags.
 “I made the calls, the packers will be here in two hours so we have time to go grab some food and then meet them back here at the house.”
“Sounds good, don’t make any reservations at a hotel though, I think we should just choose one at random and pay cash.” Zoe said
“Well I am starved so how about we get moving?” Justine said to break the tension in the air. They were all on edge.
They all got in the car and headed into town. The town itself was very quaint and small, but bustling with people. They found a cute little diner and parked the car right in front, where they could keep an eye on it. Kaiden got out of the car and was in front of Zoe’s door before she had a chance to open it. Kaiden opened her door and Justine’s at the same time, trying to be a gentleman to both women. The girls got out and took a look around at the people. Kaiden did the same and they were all looking for the same thing. The eyes would give another Dragon away and they were looking for red flecks. 
None of them noticed the man across the street in sunglasses and a baseball cap on his head, pretending to look at a book in the window. But who was really watching them. He also stood far enough away so they wouldn’t feel him.
Once inside the diner they chose a window seat and looked over the menus. Zoe decided on the country fried steak and eggs, Justine wanted the pancakes and eggs, and Kaiden wanted bacon and eggs. They gave the small waitress their orders and sat there.
Zoe was seated across from Kaiden and they stared at each other for a while. Justine sat next to Zoe, she was people watching. She felt something odd and out of place, she felt a slight pull, the pull that told her another Dragon was near.
“Guys, do you feel what I feel?” Justine asked them.
They were so busy staring at each other that Justine talking took them by surprise.
“What do you feel Justine?” Kaiden asked
“A pull.” she responded staring at them confused.
“I don’t feel anything but you two.” Zoe said
“Kaiden can you explain the differences in the pull to me?” Justine asked
“Well with a full-blood the pull feels like what you feel towards me or Zoe. A half-blood is a lot weaker but still there, but your soul mate will have the strongest pull. Only you would be able to feel him from a distance and it would call to you if he was close enough. We would have to be near enough like within a mile. But once we are all turned the pull will be the same for full or half-bloods, especially for Zoe and I.” Kaiden explained as best he could remember from what his parents told him, but he knew without a doubt that the pull he felt for Zoe was stronger than any other pull he felt.
“The day you showed up I felt a pull, stronger than I feel with Justine, I didn’t know what it was though. I was thought I was being watched.” She was glad this explained that night. That night she was so freaked out she barricaded herself in her room and practically ran to the diner. Now she knew why.
“So the pull I feel right now, since you two don’t feel it, could mean that my soul mate is near?” Justine’s nerves were starting to set in. She wanted to meet him so bad but she was scared of losing herself.
“Justine, are you ready for him right now?” Zoe asked concern lacing her words
“I believe that I am. I know I haven’t really opened up to you Zoe, but I really do want it all. I want love, I want someone to love me, I want children, and I want the house the happy family. I want to know without a doubt I can trust my husband and give him all of me. I have been hiding all of it, but seeing you two together, I know he loves you, I can see it in his eyes and the way he would do anything for you. And Zoe I know I will be scared like you are, but I welcome it to be blunt.”
Zoe sat there in shock, she was unsure of what to say. Every day since finding out what they were Justine had shocked her with her words and her honesty. Zoe grabbed Justine in a hug and squeezed her. Zoe knew what she was about to say Kaiden would hear, but she didn’t’ care. “I am so happy for you Justine. To be honest I am ready and want all of it too and I couldn’t have found a better man. He is everything I have wanted and dreamed for. I am trying to let all my walls down, but that is easier said than done so I am just going with the flow.” She whispered in Justine’s ear.
Kaiden couldn’t hold back the smile that came to his face when he heard Zoe’s words. Zoe sat back and blushed when she saw Kaiden’s smile. His smile lit up the whole room in her eyes and chipped away another layer of the wall she had built around her heart.
Their food was brought out and they ate in silence. Justine’s eyes were everywhere but her plate. She was searching for the source of the pull she felt. Justine thought it was him she couldn’t shake the feeling that it must be him. Zoe and Kaiden were also watching everyone around them but were focused just as much on each other. When the check came Zoe snatched it up before Kaiden could and jumped up to go pay. Kaiden just laughed and shook his head.
“Let her have her independence and you will do fine Kaiden” Justine whispered to him
“So I can’t be old fashioned with her and pay for everything?”
“Nope not with her, she needs to feel in charge of her life too, not just riding the coat tails.” Justine stared him down, she knew Zoe a lot better than him
“I just want to make her happy. I was taught to be the man and usually the man pays for a meal. Just the way I was brought up.” Kaiden looked defensive.
“I am not trying to tell you what to do or how to be with her. What I am telling you is, let her hold the reins every once in a while. When ya’ll are married you will share everything. For now let her pay for things when she wants to.”
“Thank you for the advice, I will try to remember it.” Kaiden told Justine just as Zoe came back to the table.
The three of them got up and walked out the door. Kaiden made sure to leave a nice tip before he left the table. As soon as they got outside Justine felt the pull, but it was a lot stronger outside and her eyes were everywhere. She started to walk down the street where she felt he would be. Kaiden and Zoe walked as fast as they could to catch up her without drawing attention to themselves.
“What are you doing Justine?” Zoe hissed 
“Don’t you feel it?” 
“Actually now I do feel it, it’s very faint to me though.” Zoe said
“It is a full-blood. They aren’t close, but I know the difference in full-bloods and half-bloods.” Kaiden told them “But if he doesn’t want to be seen we aren’t going to see him yet Justine. If it is your soul mate, since you feel it so strong, let him come to you. He may not be ready yet and he may not know. Unless we bump into him and you know for sure it is him and trust me, you will know with the first eye contact you have.” 
“I am going to trust you for now Kaiden, but only because we have about twenty minutes to get back to the house to meet the moving company.” Justine looked at Kaiden with raw courage in her eyes.
Walking back to the car Justine looked over her shoulder and saw a man staring at them, he was tall and lean but his facial features were covered with sunglasses. He had nice full lips and a strong chin, his nose was a little crooked and his hair was covered in a baseball cap. Justine was confused at the moment. The pull she felt was strong, but from what Kaiden told her if that was him the pull should be stronger. Justine went to tap Kaiden on the shoulder and she mouthed “Look” at him and then she looked back for the man. But he was gone and Kaiden never saw him.
 



Chapter 16
He watches her from afar. He knows who she is but couldn’t find her until he drove through northern California. He has been driving through every state for the last four years and saved the west coast for last. He started about three months ago in Southern California and was working his way up the state when he felt her pull. 
He found her about a week before a man arrived, he knew right away he was the King, and he was there for her roommate the Queen. He watched her pack up and get in the car with them and drive here to this small little mountain town. He rented a cabin close to the home she stayed at last night. 
He found out real quick that there are others watching them too. He caught one of them looking in her window last night. The guy looking in the window never saw him coming, he stayed in the shadows and hauled the guy off giving him a good beating. His hands are still bruised from the fight. Once the guy got up to run away he noticed his eyes and the red flecks in them. He concentrated on the pull then, he felt the three full-bloods in the house and the faint pull from this one. This one was a half-blood.
His name is Gabriel Joseph Stein, Gabe to the ones he is closest too. He grew up in the country away from everyone. He was home schooled by Mary. His parents left him with Mary when he was five years old. Gabe knew he was a Dragon and who he needed to find to become a full Dragon like his mom and dad. 
They knew her name and her parents. Gabe is originally from Germany and he knew Justine was to be brought to America to be kept safe. Mary was a family friend, she was human there was no Dragon in her. But in a moment of desperation Gabe’s parents told her everything. They also left her everything they had. Her only instruction was to keep Gabe safe and out of the public eye. He was taught everything about Dragons and his heritage. Mary loved him like he was her child. But she had to let him go when he turned eighteen. 
Gabe’s parents knew who was hunting them all down and had told Gabe when he was a boy to not trust anyone with red in their eyes. Mary had a journal that Gabe was not allowed to see until he came back to her with his soul mate. Gabe was told by Mary not to hire anyone to find Justine. That he needed to just drive and drive until he felt her. That the pull of a soul mate is stronger that anything he would feel towards anyone else. And that the pull of Justine would guide him to her.
Well he has found her and now he knows she is being watched. That the blood Dragon is on their trail and he needs to make sure she stays safe. 
Gabe watches her walk out of the diner and his breath catches in his throat. He has seen glimpses of her but seeing her now in full and the way she walks. The way her long black hair flows behind her has him wanting to run to her. She is walking to the car, but he sees her stop, and she starts to walk in his direction, she must feel him. Right now he is about a mile away from her in a park. Gabe gets up and starts to walk toward her too and then hears what the man, the King is telling her.
“But if he doesn’t want to be seen we aren’t going to see him yet Justine. If it is your soul mate, since you feel it so strong, let him come to you. He may not be ready yet and he may not know. Unless we bump into him and you know for sure it is him and trust me, you will know with the first eye contact you have.” 
This man knew what he was talking about and Gabe was glad she was in good hands. He saw the King and Queen walk her back to the car and she looked over her shoulder in his direction again. This time she wasn’t looking at him, but another man in a baseball cap. Gabe knew right away this was either the same man or another one from last night. Gabe ran up and grabbed this man as soon as Justine looked forward. When she looked back Gabe was still watching her, but had the man in a headlock out of sight of anyone.
Gabe learned how to fight early. It is the one sport Mary let him indulge in. She hired trainers to drive the three hours to their house in the middle of nowhere. They would train him and were impressed by his stealth and ferocity. Gabe was told over and over by the trainers that he should compete, but Gabe always turned them down. He knew the risk in putting his name out there in the world.
Once he had the half-blood taken care of he quickly jumped in his car and followed the pull of Justine. Gabe knew as long as he stayed far enough away she wouldn’t feel the pull as strong as she did today. Once he noticed they were headed back to the house he went to his cabin to nurse his hands. He was very thankful that so far the men were just half-bloods, for if they were full, one touch of theirs to his skin could be deadly.
His cabin was on a hill with a view of the house they were staying in. Once inside the cabin Gabe went to the bathroom to get the first aid kit and cleaned then wrapped his hands. He then went to the kitchen and grabbed two bags of frozen peas and sat in the chair that faced the house. He set one bag on his left hand and then with his mouth placed the other on his right and then he stared at the house. Gabe saw that they were all still in the car, he found that odd, but then again they did notice something strange this morning and turned every faucet and electronic they had in the house on and on full blast blocking him from hearing their conversation.
He knew they were about to make a run for it, they must have found something and figured out that the killings are not random that they are all being hunted. Gabe knew that once he found Justine and they made love for the first time he would have to be careful. Once the Dragon in them was set free here in America they would have to be very careful that first flight and any flight they took. 
After watching for about ten minutes Gabe noticed a van pull up to the house, it was a moving company. He knew right then they were leaving. He would have to make his move soon or follow them until he knew it was safe to reveal himself to Justine. Gabe wanted her so bad, but he did not want to risk her life by him coming into it.
 



Chapter 17
Kaiden, Zoe and Justine were all silent while they sat in the car waiting for the movers to get there. Justine couldn’t shake the feeling that the man she was waiting for was near, but that something was keeping him away from her. This feeling both confused her and pissed her off. 
Zoe was worried about the movers and losing her parents things so soon. Kaiden was being very watchful of everything; from what Justine had described to him her soul mate must be close. 
The moving van pulled up alongside Kaiden’s car and an older plump man stepped out. Kaiden and Zoe got stepped out of the car to meet the man. The man was on the shorter side. He had a plump middle and was wearing overalls. He had no flecks in his eyes, and seemed a very cheerful man.
“I presume you are Mr. Michaels?” The man looked at Kaiden
“Yes sir, this here is Zoe, this is her house and her things inside.” Kaiden nodded towards Zoe as he spoke
“Hello sir, how are you today?” Zoe asked
“The name is Winston and I am well how about you?”
“I am well also thank you for asking. Are you by yourself?
“Well I am here to do an estimate first, seeing what you have and take an inventory. Also the inventory will help me guess about how many men I will need to pack you up and what size truck and all.”
“Sounds good, I am not used to this I have always done my moving myself.” Zoe told him
Zoe went to unlock the door and they all went inside. Winston went room to room and was jotting down stuff on his clipboard. Winston came back out to the living room once he was done and took a seat on the couch.
“Well looks like it won’t take us but a day to pack up this house. Do you have any special instructions that you want put in here before I call some men to get started? I think we can get it all done today.” Winston said
“Just please take care of everything.” Zoe looked to Winston with panic lacing her eyes
“Miss we will take care of it as if it was our own and we provide insurance on it all.”
“I will pay whatever the cost, but I want everything double wrapped and the fames and breakables wrapped in bubble wrap too. Also I don’t have a location for you so it will need to be held in storage until I have one. What I do know is it is all going overseas, if you want to ship it there and then storage it that is fine.” Kaiden told Winston
“Anything we can do to make this experience as trouble-free as possible we will do.”
“Thank you Winston.”
Winston made his phone calls and about twenty minutes later another van pulled up and four men hopped out. They were all dressed in a company uniform and were unloading boxes, tape, and other packing supplies. Justine was out of the car and looking all the men down. From what she could see none of them had flecks in their eyes. She breathed a sigh of relief but stayed outside to watch the area around the house.
Zoe chose two of the men to follow around and watch what they were doing, Kaiden chose the other two. Within three hours all the shelves were bare and closets were emptied. They had the living room stacked with boxes. Zoe was impressed these guys worked fast. Kaiden ordered some pizzas and they were all clustered on the floor waiting for the delivery guy to get there.
Justine was still outside hyper alert for anything. A car had pulled up and she instantly felt the pull. A tall man stepped out of the car. He had the most gorgeous dark green eyes with black fleck in them. Justine just stood there staring at him, she couldn’t move. He stared at her too, but he had pizzas in his hand, about six of them. His hair was covered under a hat that had the pizza logo on it. His lips were set in a firm line, but she could tell they were full lips. He walked right up to Justine and whispered “Not yet my love, but soon, right now you are being watched and I am trying to keep you safe.”
Justine didn’t know what to say she just watched him move away from her and go to the door.
Kaiden answered the door and stood in shock. Zoe came up behind him and also stared in shock. They had felt the pull of a full-blood. Kaiden opened the door before he could even knock.
“Now is not the time to stare, you are in danger here and need to leave soon.” He told them
“We know, we are not staying here tonight, the movers are taking everything and then we are leaving, but we will be close for a couple days.” Kaiden told him
“I know who you are and I know everything, I have been watching her.” He nodded behind him. “I will be close but I cannot be with her just yet. I have taken care of two men that have been watching you and they were close. I have not seen what I assume is their father yet, but he will be here soon after what I did” 
“Understood, I am Kaiden this is Zoe” Kaiden nodded to Zoe “and I assume you know who Justine is?”
“I do, nice to meet you Kaiden and Zoe. Here are your pizzas. The man who was delivering them was a half-blood. They know who you are and where you are.”
Kaiden took the pizzas from him and handed them to Zoe. “When will you come to her? As soon as we have what we need, we are leaving the state, so how will you find us?” 
The man turned to Justine and moved in front of her.
“My name is Gabriel, but you my love, can call me Gabe. I am not leaving you, I will be watching, and I will come to you once you are safe and no one is watching.” Gabe reached for her hand and gently laid a kiss on it.
“Gabe” Justine whispered out. She didn’t know if she wanted to faint or throw her arms at him. She knew she did not want him to leave. She fell in love the moment his eyes met hers and he kissed her hand.
Gabe strode away got in his car and drove off.
Justine just stood there and watched the car drive away. She wanted to run after it but could not move. That was him that was her soul mate and the way he touched her she was instantly in love. Justine would be patient, he said they were being watched and she knew she could not act out of the ordinary, she had to wait.
Zoe came out of the house with a box of pizza and she walked over to Justine grabbed her hand and led her to a small picnic table that was outside. 
“You ok?” Zoe asked
“Zoe that was him! Is this how you feel? He kissed my hand, he walked away, and he said we are in danger. There are men watching us. How do you breathe around Kaiden? How do stand that pull? How do you function throughout the day without smothering him? How have you not kissed him yet? All I wanted to do was grab that man and hold on to him, to bring those lips to mine and never let go.” Justine looked wild her voice reaching a level Zoe had never heard.
“I am scared Justine. But yes I feel all of that and Kaiden is around me all the time, and well, at least I have held him in sleep for the last two nights.” Zoe was embarrassed.
“Sorry I am babbling but damn that was my soul mate.” Justine just zoned out and stared into space.
Zoe sat there and ate her pizza. Justine grabbed a piece but said nothing. They both just sat there lost in their thoughts when Kaiden came out a while later and sat next to Zoe.
“So that was interesting. I am going to take this very seriously and as soon as the truck is here and they are loaded we are out of here.” Kaiden stated
“We fully understand the danger now. It has been laid out for us by Gabe. Gabe, he has a name and a face now” Justine said longingly
“Well I will tell you, I am glad that he knows what we are, and it seems he knows who the enemy is too. He might be able to help us shed some light on all of this and honestly, I can’t wait to get to know him more.” Kaiden told them
“That is a bonus and since we think he knows so much maybe he knows where others are.” Zoe said
The moving truck came a short while later and the men were busy loading it all up. Zoe and Justine quietly watched them load the furniture and boxes. Justine could not get Gabe of her mine and when anyone asked her anything she would just mumble an answer. Zoe knew they were not going to get through to her today. Kaiden was just hanging up from talking to Mr. Steinman. 
The truck was pulling away while they were getting in the car. Zoe wanted to walk through the empty house one last time and see if they missed anything, she doubted they had. Zoe did not want to leave the house, but she knew she had to. There was no choice in the matter, but at least she got to keep all their things. When she was done walking through the house she got in the car and they drove off.
 



Chapter 18
Justine stared out the window as they drove. She wondered where he came from and what he was like. She knew, since he knew what they were, that he must have had his parents, like Kaiden did, and that made her nervous. Gabe called her “my love” though so she knows he accepts her already. Knowing that he was protecting her and watching over her made her feel all that much safer. She glanced behind her then and spotted a car, it was the same grey color as the one that Gabe drove up to the house in, but the sun was creating a glare so she couldn’t see the driver.
Kaiden drove north into Oregon and then he drove towards the coast. He was trying to put as much distance as possible between them and the house. Once he spotted some cabins for rent in a secluded area, he pulled into the office area, went inside and rented one. They were about an hour away from Coos Bay in a remote area. The rental office stated that there was a very small harbor town about ten miles south of the cabin he rented and they had some restaurants there.
Kaiden drove them to the cabin and they got all their bags out of the trunk and then headed to get some food. The restaurant they agreed on was small but had shrimp on special. While they were eating Justine felt a gentle pull and glanced out the window. She could just make out a figure on the cliff. She smiled and he gently waved. She knew then that it was him that was behind them in the car and he had followed them here. 
Justine didn’t say anything to the others; she just ate her dinner in silence and kept looking out the window. 
Once they were back at the cabin they all took seats in the living room area. The cabin had two bedrooms, a small kitchenette, and a small living room with a fireplace. There were no televisions, as this was meant to be a retreat cabin, but there were small radios in the bedrooms. Kaiden made a fire for something to-do, he was used to having television to watch to pass the time. Zoe got up and grabbed her guitar while Kaiden was placing wood in the fireplace.
Once Kaiden was back on the couch Zoe shifted to face him and placed her guitar in her lap. She placed her hands at the neck and at the strings. She felt the urge to play once Kaiden looked into her eyes. She had made up her mind tonight that she was going to make a move and tell him how she felt. She knew after seeing Justine open to the love of a man she just laid eyes on, that she herself was being silly in denying and holding back her feelings.
She let her hands flow over the strings the sound that came out was something new. The song that flowed out of her was similar to her other song, but this one was full of love and passion, full of the dreams that she now had. The love she felt toward Kaiden flowed through her fingers into the song. 
Justine let them have their moment. She felt the love in the song and decided to go sit out on the deck.
Kaiden just stared at Zoe while she played, he wanted to grab her face and pull her lips to his. He felt the message behind the song and wanted to fill it. 
When Zoe was done she closed her eyes and laid the guitar in her lap, she wanted to soak the song in. The song gave her courage for what she was about to do. When she opened her eyes she stared into Kaiden’s. She lifted her hand to his cheek and gently pulled him to her. Zoe wanted to feel his lips on hers. She wanted to soak him in and the memory of the song with it. 
He paused an inch away from her face and raised his hands to each side of her face and very softly met her lips. As their lips met and danced in a slow song something shifted between them and was cemented in a bond. 
Zoe could feel Kaiden inside of her, all his feelings were laid out for her to feel. That shocked her, if she could feel his, could he feel hers?
Zoe pulled away first and looked at Kaiden in shock. Kaiden stared back with the same look on his face.
“My parents never told me that part and I am sorry, if you weren’t ready for that, I didn’t know about this part.” Kaiden was horrified she was going to run and his emotions clouded out her calm. He felt her emotions as soon as they kissed, but he was so panicked now that his emotions were hiding hers.
“I am not sorry, I have wanted to kiss you and I don’t know how this is possible, but I feel you. Do you feel me?”
“Yes” Kaiden felt her calm then and relief flooded through him.
“Any other surprises I should expect?”
“Umm the only other one I know of is when we make love. There will be a strong urge to bite for us and well if we bite while making love we turn, and I don’t think we should turn until we are in a safe location.” Kaiden blurted out and then furiously blushed.
“I agree, but it’s good to know that if the urge arises we can still do it, we just fight the urge to bite.” Zoe laughed at his embarrassment “I think I should tell you though I have never well done it, as you know I have never had a boyfriend”
Now Kaiden embarrassment turned to remorse, he knew she hadn’t had a boyfriend but he didn’t expect her to be a virgin. “Don’t worry I don’t want you to feel rushed or that I am pressuring you into anything. I want you to be yourself with me and feel comfortable with me.”
Zoe felt remorse coming from Kaiden and this confused her, “You’re not a virgin are you?” and she was slammed with instant shame from him, so much so it made her flinch.
“No I am not. But that was always just sex for me. I have never had a girlfriend and I never took them to my place. I was always looking for you Zoe. I just, on nights that I felt desperate that I would never find you, I didn’t think I just acted, I’m sorry.” He said with regret coursing through him.
“I know I should be jealous, but I am not. You have a past and so do I. Although they are quite different, I am not upset.” Zoe explained to him. It seemed she was a lot better at feeling his emotions than he was at the moment. Kaiden was clouding her feelings with his own. She placed both her hands on the sides of his face and kissed him. She was telling him that she was not mad or jealous through the kiss. 
Justine walked through the door at that moment she had heard everything they talked about. Not that she wanted to, she was trying to give them privacy, but the fantastic hearing was proving to be an annoyance at the moment. 
“So you guys figured out something new huh?” Justine asked totally interested in this new detail.
“Yes we have” Zoe beamed “Seems the first kiss creates a bond and I can feel all of Kaiden’s emotions. Although, he is letting his feelings run wild and not feeling me.” Zoe laughed and gave Kaiden a gentle push.
“So all I have to do is kiss Gabe and I will be able to feel him? Like really feel him? Like if he is in danger or vice versa I will be able to tell?” Justine was totally serious and Zoe could tell she had a plan working inside her head.
“Well we kind of just figured it out so I don’t know for sure.” Kaiden replied solemnly
“Well I want to know. So I guess I am going to just go find Gabe and if we are in danger and he comes then I will ask him if he saw it or felt it.” And with that Justine ran out the door. Zoe immediately ran after her before Kaiden even realized what Justine meant.



Gabe was on top of the cliff face overlooking the cabin they were staying in. He set himself up a small tent and was making some soup at the fire he made. Gabe watched them leave the restaurant and go back to the cabin. He was too far to hear what they talked about, but not long after he heard a guitar. The song he faintly heard touched his heart. 
Gabe wanted to be with Justine, so much so it ached inside. Gabe knew he was a good looking man, many women told him so when he walked the streets. But he never gave in to any of it. He knew there was one woman out there that was made for him. One woman that would make all other women irrelevant. Sure he looked at other women and saw the beauty of them, but they were not Justine. Gabe remembers his parents smiling faces and he has pictures of them, but he was five years old when they sent him with Mary and he doesn’t remember the love. 
Knowing that there was one woman for Gabe drove him to be a good man for her. He wanted nothing more than to protect her and cherish her. When he saw Justine from afar, when she was alone, he could tell she had been wounded in her past. He knew someone had hurt her so much that she wore a constant frown on her face. 
Gabe also noticed that once this Kaiden came into the picture that her frown changed, she now had hope in her eyes. Gabe respected and was thankful for that fact. He was glad Justine now knew what she was and her destiny. He loved her fiercely for learning about it and then facing it head on and not running. Gabe was in awe of the natural strength in Justine. 
Onyx Dragons were not known for their strength, they were known for being evasive and unseen. But Justine had an inner strength that would rival any Fury Dragon, they were the true fighters. Gabe himself had changed his fate when he learned how to fight.
The night had arrived quickly here on the coast and the chill of the night settled in around Gabe. He moved closer to the fire to stay warm and watched the house. Justine was outside looking in his direction, no doubt she saw him regardless of the fire, he knew she had excellent night vision as did he and he could see her clearly. Gabe poured his soup in a bowl and started to eat, while he ate he watched. He saw Justine sit up a little straighter like she heard something. She didn’t look around just continued to stare at him, so he continued to eat. A minute later she got up and went inside the cabin. Gabe took this opportunity to unroll his sleeping bag and make his bed up.
As he laid his pillow in place he heard rustling in the trees, the only trees around were near the cabin. Gabe hurried out of the tent and looked toward the cabin and what he saw stunned him and pulled at his heart. 
Justine was running at full speed towards him and Zoe was right behind her. Zoe had a smile plastered to her face like she was holding back, but the look on Justine’s face was unwavering determination. He then looked beyond them and saw Kaiden gaining on them. Gabe’s first reaction was that he had done something to them, but the smile on Zoe’s face made him stay put. 
“We learned something new!” Zoe yelled out, she wasn’t even winded.
When they got within fifty feet of him Zoe stopped and let Justine come alone. Kaiden stopped right at her side and they turned away. It only took Justine a second to reach him. She stopped running and walked up to him with purpose written all over her face and in her step. It was Gabe’s turn to stand there frozen in place and speechless. 
“They realized something he didn’t even know about.” Justine said nodding her head toward Kaiden.
“Just do it Justine” Zoe shouted. 
“Do what?” Gabe whispered, shocked that he was even able to speak
“This” Justine said as she put her arms around his neck and pulled him into her and kissed him hard. 
Kaiden was so surprised he didn’t do anything at first then he felt the softness of her lips and started to move his lips over hers. The rush he felt from kissing her was unreal to him. He thought he could spend the rest of his life just doing this. As his arms reached around Justine’s waist something happened. 
His mind was clouded with fear and wanting. A longing ache he never felt before surrounded him. Gabe pulled away and looked into her eyes and saw everything she was feeling in her eyes.
“What just happened?” Gabe asked breathless
“Did it work?” Justine asked
“I am not sure what you are talking about.” Gabe said confused.
“Well I feel your confusion so it worked.” Justine said with confidence
“Are you saying what I feel right now is from you?” Gabe was distressed he just wanted her to feel happiness
“You can change that.” she whispered in his ear
“Oh I plan to, but please explain all this to me” he begged. This was something unexpected and amazing to him.
Kaiden and Zoe walked up then and stood there in each other’s arms near the fire.
“Well, best I can say is they kissed for the first time. I wasn’t eaves dropping, but kind of hard not to. Well something happened in that kiss and I knew from what Zoe was saying she could all of a sudden feel his emotions. So I thought if that was the case we needed to have that too. With you watching over us and all, I just figured if you can feel me, it would make this a lot easier for you, to do your thing.” Justine looked to the floor while she spoke and found what must be a very interesting rock on the ground.
“Justine, my love” Gabe placed his finger under her chin and lifted her head so she would look in his eyes “My Love, you are a true Onyx Dragon. I don’t think I could love you anymore than I do right at this moment. You have just given me purpose and a leg up in this fight when it comes to protecting you.” Gabe placed a small kiss on her forehead and felt her heart soar in delight.
“I Love you” she whispered
“And I love you” He pulled her into his arms and held on to her tight
Gabe looked at Kaiden and Zoe and mouthed “Thank you” to them. They both nodded and moved a little closer to each other.
“My love I need you to go back to the cabin. I haven’t seen them at all, but they may find you here, and I want to stay hidden for now. Once you guys get what you need from that lawyer, I want you to head to New Mexico. Get a new car and some fake ids, pay cash for everything, and continue east. When it is safe I will meet up with you guys and stay with you.” Gabe looked straight at Kaiden while speaking
“Are you going to come with us to my home?” Kaiden asked
“You mean to Ireland? Yes, but I need to go home first, and if you allow my King, I would like to bring the woman who raised me, she is fully human.” Gabe firmly looked at Kaiden
“Gabe I know that my place is King, but I do not want to rule over anyone. I would like to have a nice big family. Zoe and Justine have made themselves sisters and all I would like is for us all to be friends and family. And yes you can bring the woman who raised you. I am sure Justine would like that as well. All I want is for us to be safe and happy Gabe.” Kaiden said feeling the animosity that Gabe felt ease.
“Kaiden is a good guy Gabe.” Justine said looking into his face. She felt his distrust and something else she could not place.
“I know, I just fear the Dictatorship that my parents have explained to Mary and they left me journals about it. And I don’t want that for my family or myself.”
“I am sorry, my father did not rule like that and neither will I. To me we are one race and I would protect you as I would protect the others that we will meet. We are the last of our race and it is up to us to restore it. I will not tell you what to do, I will however give you guidance as a friend and I would hope you did the same to me.” 
“I am sorry man, I meant no offense. I think we will get along quite well if you are looking for a friend and family. I know I could use that as much as anyone.” Gabe smiled at Kaiden.
The boys reached to shake hands and Gabe glanced at the cabin. Justine followed his glance and gasped. There were two men looking in the windows and a third at the door.
 



Chapter 19
Gabe quickly grabbed dirt and sand and stomped the fire out. They all got down in a crouch position and watched the men at the cabin. 
“Do you know how to fight?” Gabe asked Kaiden 
“Shh! they might hear us.” Justine hissed
“My love we are too far away, I couldn’t hear you guys in there.” Gabe assured her
Kaiden looked panicked “I know the basics man, but I have never been taught, Charles was always there for that stuff.”
“Who is Charles?”
“He is like my Uncle, he was my father’s right hand man and he is a Fury. They last adult Dragon I know of that is alive. He is at home waiting on us.”
“Can’t wait to meet him, he got kids?”
“Dalia was lost before she conceived. He has been making half-bloods though since her murder and has four children in our barracks.” Kaiden said sullenly
“Right half-blood, part of our current problem, you going to have us make half-bloods?” Gabe asked with disgust
“That is completely up to you man. I won’t be making any and I would not ask that of my family, Charles does it because part of him thinks there is hope, and the other part he feels he is the last and just doing his part.”
“Ok, well to the task at hand, we are going to go down there, and this time I am not going to beat these guys up, please don’t think wrong of me my love, but these men are there to take you or take them and kill you. Before they can do that I am going to kill them.” determination laced his words
“No judging here, how can I help?” Justine asked feeling his determination lace through her as well
“You get to stay put and run if you feel fear in me. I didn’t want to say where my home is, but if we don’t come back, you look for Mary Aachen in Wyoming.”
“Please let me help? “Justine begged. She did not want to leave him now that she found him.
“You two stay here. You are the most important things to us. If you go down there and something happens to you that will just be a distraction that could get either of us hurt.” Gabe tried to make her realize this fact
“What’s the plan?” Kaiden asked trying to defuse the tension.
“I want at least one alive. I want to know what their dear father knows and has planned.” Gabe said scornfully
“Got it, I take it you know how to fight so how about I go after the one we want left alive and subdue him, that one over there.” Kaiden said pointing at the one farthest from the other two men
Gabe went to his back pack and pulled out some rope and handed it to Kaiden. “Tie him up as quickly as you can and remember you are stronger and faster than them.” Gabe then pulled what looked like a belt out of his bag. He stood and buckled it around his waist it had several throwing knives and two knives that looked like a pitch fork.
“What are those?” Justine asked
“These are bladed Sai. Mateo, one of my fighting instructors, gave me his pair after I impressed him with everything else he taught me. I am not really sure the types if fighting I learned I just tried to learn them all.”
“Charles is going to love you man.” Kaiden told him
“Can’t wait to meet him too, now let’s go and be as quiet as you can.” 
“Right behind you.” Kaiden said as he placed a kiss on Zoe’s lips.
Gabe looked at Justine and whispered “be safe” in her ear and then kissed her forehead. Justine grabbed his hands and forcefully kissed his lips “you be safe too and come back to me.” 
Zoe and Justine watched them run down the cliff and then break apart from each other. They were both scared and held on to each other. 
“He is so calm.” Justine whispered
“Kaiden is nervous, but they got this.” Zoe said
Kaiden got to his man first and lassoed the half-blood around his waist then ran around him in circles making the rope go around the man and pin his arms in place. Kaiden then kicked his feet out from under him and wrapped the rope around his feet. The man was so shocked at first he didn’t know what was happening. The half-blood got a quick yelp out before Kaiden was on him and had his mouth covered.
On the other side of the house Gabe was closing in on the other man, he let two throwing knives loose on the man at the window. The knives let out a gentle whistle as they soared through the air. The man didn’t even know what hit him before he went down. Gabe ran to him to check for a pulse, there was none. He then backed up into the darkness and rounded to where he had seen the man at the door. The half-blood was no longer at the door, Gabe rounded wide around the cabin, he found the man inside the house, and holding a cell phone while looking through the wallets on the floor. Gabe didn’t think he just ran up as quick and silent as he could and snapped the man’s neck. 
As soon as he knew the man was dead, he cleared the rest of the cabin, Gabe ran outside to where Kaiden should be, and found him. Gabe couldn’t help it when laughter erupted from his mouth. All he saw was a man hog tied and Kaiden straddling him with both his hands covering his mouth. 
“You good man?” Gabe laughed out
“Depends, can I get up now? This dude is licking my hands.” 
Gabe burst into laughter and nodded his head up and down. They both heard the girls rushing towards them and the same time.
“I felt your relief and then joy” Justine blurted
“And I felt your frustration.” Zoe said trying to hide a smile.
Gabe sucked in the laughter and grabbed the half-blood’s feet as Kaiden jumped off and grabbed the half-bloods’ shoulders. The boys carried the half-blood in the cabin and the girls followed. When they passed the first dead man the half-blood tensed and started struggle around.
“You killed my brother!” he screamed 
“Shut it, no one can hear you, and no one here gives a crap.” Gabe spat
When they entered the cabin the half-blood saw his other brother and stopped his complaints and fear crept up on him.
“What are you going to do to me?” The half-blood asked
“Depends on what you tell us.” Gabe hissed
They took the half-blood to the bathroom and placed him in the tub. Justine grabbed a radio from the bedroom and took it to the bathroom, she set it on the counter and turned the music on full blast.
“Good thinking my love.” Gabe crooned
“Well I was thinking if their hearing is not as good as ours then that will drown out what we say out here.” Justine replied
“What are we going to do with the bodies?” Kaiden asked
“First we are going to get their wallets and cell phones and any other thing that looks important. Then we are going to take them to the cliff make some cuts and throw them in the ocean. The sharks should do the rest for us.” Gabe explained
“And let me guess we stay here again?” Justine asked disappointment in her tone
“Nope we could use your strength and get them both at the same time.” Gabe told her. Gabe knew that Kaiden and he could handle the two men, but the combined strength of the four of them would get it done faster.
Justine beamed and Zoe looked quite sick to her stomach. Kaiden was at her side in an instant, once he felt her disgust, and was now rubbing her back. 
“Is this your phone?” Gabe held up the phone that the half-blood was holding when he snapped his neck.
“That one is mine yes, well same model, let me see it so I know for sure.” Kaiden held his hand out and when Gabe placed it in his hand he turned it on and verified that it was his by his home screen. “It’s mine.”
“Good, this guy here had it open along with all your wallets, I just hope he didn’t call anyone with it or send anything.”
Kaiden quickly checked his phone to make sure no calls or anything went through. “Nothing was sent.”
“Good, ladies this one is a bit smaller than the others so if you please.” He gestured to the dead man and headed out the door.
“I get the legs.” Zoe said
“No problem” Justine replied 
They quickly grabbed him up and followed the boys outside. The guys got the other man and they all took off to the cliff. When they reached the cliff they emptied the man’s pockets and Gabe pulled a pocket knife out and started to rip areas in their pants and shirts. 
“Zoe and Kaiden could you please go back to the cabin and watch after our hostage? We will be there shortly.” Gabe asked them
Zoe absolutely did not want to see what he was about to do and Kaiden could feel her disgust. She nodded and Kaiden grabbed her hand and they ran back to the cabin together. Relief was washing over her as she ran with Kaiden back to the cabin.
Gabe then looked at Justine and saw the approval in her eyes to continue. He made several deep cuts the some main veins on the half-blood’s bodies and together Justine and Gabe threw them off the cliff with as much force as they could. When they were done Gabe pulled Justine in for a very deep kiss and then they ran back to the cabin.
 



Chapter 20
All the blinds were closed and the radio was on full blast in the living room. Kaiden had added more wood to the fire so now it was blazing. The girls were on the couch quietly watching what was happening. The half-blood was tied to a chair near the fire with Gabe and Kaiden standing over him. Only problem was the half-blood was not talking.
“Who sent you?” Gabe asked
Silence
“Doesn’t matter I know who sent you, but what I really want to know is what the plan was when you got here?” Gabe asked. Kaiden looked at Gabe shaken at what he just heard. Kaiden thought Gabe might know who the enemy was, but hearing it confirmed now sort of surprised him.
Silence
“Alrighty then. Zoe if you are squeamish you might want to leave now and if you need to go to where I was you may. You won’t be able to hear way out there.” Gabe looked to Zoe with concern
“This is not going to be the last time is it? Whoever sent us is going to keep coming till we are all dead right? Well as much as I don’t like this I need to get used to it, so do what you got to do.” Zoe was determined right then and there that she would not be able to feel safe anywhere until whoever was hunting them was found.
Gabe nodded his head and grabbed one of the fireplace pokers and placed it in the fire. He then looked to the half-blood and asked “You sure you don’t want to tell us, I hear brands hurt, a lot.”
The half-blood just looked at him.
When the poker was blazing red, Gabe took it out, and placed it near the half-blood’s hand.
“Last chance to talk man. I am sure you have been told that once you turn, your hands are your weapon. If you don’t start talking you won’t have any weapons left.” Gabe stated as he drew the poker a little closer
The half-blood kept his mouth closed and just stared at Gabe in disbelief. Then the poker touched his flesh and a scream was ripped from his chest. 
He could smell his flesh burning and the pain was mind consuming. The poker was lifted off of him and he watched as Gabe put it back in the fire. A few minutes later the poker was hovering over his other hand. He just stared in amazement as the poker was then placed on his skin once again. The pain was intense and his throat was dry from screaming. He closed his eyes having a mental fight with himself. If he told them what he knew and they left him alive his father was sure to kill him. If he didn’t talk they would kill him. But if he told them they may be able to find Vivi and keep her safe. He didn’t care what his father was doing but he loved and cared for Vivi.
“ALRIGHT!!!” The half-blood screamed
“Do you have something to tell us?” Kaiden asked
“Look I don’t know who all of you are, not your names except for Blondie over there, we know hers. Anyway what I am about to tell you, I will surely die if I go back to him like this. So please let me explain and then you have to do something for me.” He said
“What is your name?” Zoe asked as she placed a cup of water at his lips. She figured she would get more out of him with compassion. She had walked out of the room to get a glass of water for the half-blood when started screaming.
“Oh Zoe. You knew how to stay hidden until you went home. You would have been safe forever had you not gone there. My name is Blake.”
“Blake, why are you looking for me?”
“Because you are key to what he wants.”
“What who wants?” Zoe asked
Kaiden was staring at Zoe in amazement as she talked to this Blake guy with all the compassion his mother had. Justine stood and walked to Gabe’s side and watched the scene unfold. 
“Father Dearest”
“Your father? Why would he want me?”
“Because when my older brothers caught your mother they made a huge mistake and she died. Your Father though was taken and he is well uncooperative.”
Zoe tried to keep the horror out of her voice, she knew it was possible after reading the journal, but to hear it spoken shook her to her core. “My father is still alive?” She whispered
“Yes”
“Please tell me how we got here. I just recently found out who and what I really am and now I am being hunted by you and your brothers.” She pleaded
“I need you to make me a promise first.” Blake stated
“You tell me my father is alive, that your brothers took him. You must be holding him hostage and now you want a fucking favor?” She yelled
“I am sorry, I didn’t do that. This is not a favor for me per say, it’s for my baby sister Vivi. She managed to run away from father and now she is in hiding. Well she is looking for her soul mate and a better life. I would like you to find her and take her far away and keep her safe. There is a Sect in Ireland. Their land is impenetrable by my father and by us, hell we can’t even find it. I know the King and Queen came here and got killed. They flew right over the camp where they were watching your parent’s house.” Blake said
Kaiden flew at Blake and toppled the chair over. Kaiden had gotten two good punches in before Gabe pulled him off. “YOU KILLED MY PARENTS!!!” Kaiden screamed at him.
“It wasn’t me man, there are always only three of us at the camp at a time. We usually do two year stretches, this is my first year!” Blake screamed back
Kaiden was breathing really hard and Gabe still had a good hold on him. Zoe picked the chair back upright and looked Blake in the eyes and demanded “Tell me how to finish this!”
Blake didn’t listen to her instead he looked towards Kaiden, “So you’re the kid of the Sect in Ireland?” Kaiden just nodded his head up and down. “Good get them all to your home, get them all safe.” Blake looked impressed.
“I will once we finish this.”
“You won’t finish this unless you kill my father.”
“We will.” Kaiden and Gabe said at the same time.
“Good, but not all of us are bad you know. We are forced to be there and do his dirty work or die. While he sits back and plays king. He is an evil man. I was never asked to be born to this life, but growing up as a slave and then being told once we find her, that we will all become Dragons like him, it kind of draws an incentive to the things we have to endure. Because if we are Dragons too, we may be able to kill father ourselves. Her father refuses to shift and that alone is killing him. And if he does slip up and shift when the pain gets too intense, he mind blocks us, makes us see dear daddy. And father refused to just kill him. He knows she was born and knows that her soul mate was born. He thinks that if we get her before you found her that we could use her to get her father to bite us all.” Blake coughed out and this time Justine handed him a glass of water and looked him in the eye.
“Wow so there is more of you?” Blake asked in amazement “I thought you were just a pretty friend”
“Yes there are more of us.” Justine replied
“So what, you were going to kidnap me and torture my father with me?” Zoe asked
“Unfortunately yes, that was our mission if you happened to show up at the house. And when you did we had to notify him. So now he knows that you know who you are and if we don’t report back tonight that we have you, he is sending more of my brothers.” Blake said with dismay
“How many of you are there?” Kaiden asked
“Father’s King made him go out and create half-bloods, he made all Dragon males do it. Father has a little over 150 Sons and 75 daughters. But Vivi is the only one his soul mate could conceive. And she died when Vivi was a week old, twenty four years ago. When she died father went insane with rage and killed everyone in his Sect.” Blake explained
“He didn’t kill all of them” Gabe said
“Well if your parents were from the same Sect they are dead now. Father has hunted down the entire Sect and every half-blood but his own that he could find. The only safe ones were the Ireland Sect, unless they showed up in a town they were safe. Father put all of his children out there to kill every Dragon and half-blood they came across except the Pearls, they were to be caught. But the Pearls are smart they would make my brothers kill them or they would do it themselves.” Blake said with sorrow in his voice
Kaiden and Zoe both shuddered at the words Blake was saying. They knew Zoe was alive now and they would not give up until she was dead or captured.
“Look Vivi and I were raised together; my mother was one of father’s favorites. He gave Vivi to my mother to raise. I was only two at the time and she became my little buddy. I have twenty two siblings and once mother could not give birth anymore he killed her in front of us. Vivi was eighteen at the time and father treated her like any of us, there was no favoritism towards his only full-blood. Father blames her for her mother’s death. But Vivi is nothing like father and when he killed the only mother she knew, Vivi started to plan her escape.”
“As you all probably know we cannot sense you until we turn, and Vivi knew this. She also heard our brothers and sisters’ talk of others with eyes like ours but different colors. Vivi knew then that father had not gotten them all. She would be so happy right now in this room with all of you. You are all full-bloods aren’t you?” Everyone nodded their heads. “Can I ask a question then? I have told you my side and I will tell you where you can find father, but can you please give me some hope for Vivi before I die?” Blake asked 
“Only if you make that call, you are to make and tell your father that Zoe here was killed by one of your brothers.” Gabe said
Kaiden and Zoe both looked at Gabe with horror written all over their faces. Justine leaned in and whispered “If he thinks you are dead the hunting stops here. Then we can make a plan to kill his father and rescue yours.” Kaiden felt the relief and hope soar within Zoe and he smiled at her.
“I can and I will.” Blake assured him
“Alright my parents received letters over the years of parents successfully hiding their children. Most seem to have been sent out of their birth countries and from what I know there are seven sets of soul mates left. Zoe and I are the Pearl as you know, and Gabe and Justine are the Onyx.”
Kaiden took a deep breath unsure if he should tell this Blake everything. He felt the confidence and worry in Zoe and decided to just put everything on the table. Zoe and the others needed this information as much as Blake.
“Once we get safe we will begin to look for the others and take them to my home and hopefully rebuild our race. There is a half-blood barracks on my land, really it’s a bunch of apartments and they stay busy keeping the land and schooling. My father was nothing like your father, he let the males in our Sect decide if they wanted to make half-bloods. And the males only made them if their soul mates could not have children or if their children were already grown and gone. So the half-bloods we have are all young. My father would not turn a half-blood until they were done with schooling and chose the life he was providing. Sometimes they chose to turn and sometimes they did not. Most wanted families and you cannot have a family once you turn, half-bloods become sterile. So there are some half-blood families and there are ones that are waiting for me to turn them. The oldest half-blood waiting to be turned is 35 now. He was undecided about being turned when we left for America; he has since changed his mind and wants to be a Dragon.”
“So there are two full-bloods of every race?” Blake asked
“Yes” Kaiden responded
“I wonder if Vivi found hers then. She is a good girl I promise you she is everything her mother was and nothing of our father.” Blake said, hope filling his demeanor.
“Now it’s your turn to tell us where dear daddy is.” Gabe demanded
“Can I come with you guys?” 
“Excuse me?” Gabe asked
“Look what’s your name?” Blake asked looking at Kaiden
“Kaiden”
“Kaiden I never wanted this life. I never wanted to do his dirty work and I never wanted to hurt any of you. But what you just explained of your life of your land I want. I want freedom, I want to see my baby sister grow and be happy. I want to help you take my father down. And I would like the chance to tell you which of my siblings are the good ones and the bad. And Zoe’s father knows me. Like I said before this is my first year at the camp, but at home I was the one who fed her father. I talked to him for hours and he told me about this place, he told me of the sky and flying. You can say he made me a dreamer. And please believe me when I tell you that I would like to free him. Marcus doesn’t know his soul mate is dead. We keep him in a cell that prevents him from feeling any of us or you. But it only blocks the pull of other Dragons, he still has all his other abilities. Marcus thinks his wife and Zoe are still alive and safe. I want to be there when he sees Zoe and the happiness that he will feel when he looks at her.” Blake pleaded
“Make the call and we will talk about it.” Kaiden said. Kaiden grabbed Zoe’s hand and they went outside to talk.
“I need the phone, the one that was in Kyle’s pants pocket. He was the big guy outside with me.” Blake explained
Gabe kept the things from each man separate and grabbed the cell phone Blake was asking for.”What’s the number?” Gabe asked
“It’s in contacts as the check in.”
“Listen you say what you need to make them stay away. If you don’t I will kill you. And then we will be on the hunt for Vivi. You now have her life in your hands too.” Gabe stated
“My life is already in your hands. You don’t need to throw her in there too.” Blake said. 
Gabe cut loose one of his hands and handed him the phone. Blake put the phone to his ear and it started to ring.
 



Chapter 21
Zoe and Kaiden stepped outside out of Blake’s hearing range, but where Gabe and Justine could still hear them. Gabe had not given Blake the phone yet and they could hear him giving instructions. But Zoe wanted to talk to Kaiden about what Blake had asked and stayed in ear shot so Justine and Gabe could hear her side before the argument between all of them began.
“Kaiden do you think we can trust him?”
“We are about to find out with this phone call.”
“He has told us so much and his love for his sister makes me want to take him. But there is a side of me that believes he will turn on us and once he finds out where you live and we locate Vivi that he will tell his father.”
“I can tell you that I will not take him to our home until your father is free and his father vvis dead and everyone that stands on his father’s side is dead.” Kaiden said
“Well then I think we should take him with us but not free, he must remain tied up or something till his father is dead.”
Kaiden and Zoe nodded to each other and walked back inside the cabin. They saw the phone to Blake’s ear as they walked in. They moved closer so that they could hear the whole conversation and not just Blake’s side.



Blake was tense with all of them hovering over him. He was not going to fail though. He had a mission and he was going to follow through with it.
“Hello” a deep voice answered 
“Hello father, this is Blake I have news for you.”
“Well spit it out then.”
“We placed a tracking device on the car of the man she showed up with. They left the house and went into Oregon to a small cabin which was very remote and an excellent spot to take her.” Blake explained as Kaiden’s eyes went wide with surprise.
“So you have her then?” father asked
“Well as we came to the cabin, I went around the cabin, Kyle went to the other side, and Kael went to the door. When I came back around to the door both of them were dead and so was she.”
“So your piece of shit brothers got themselves killed, she is dead too, and you fucking failed like you fail at everything!” The deep voice boomed out of the phone
“Sorry sir but what do you want me to do now?”
“Go jump off a fucking cliff! I will have to try something else with this so called King we have here. You are dead to me! If you show your face around here you are a dead man and if any of your brothers or sisters see you they will have orders to kill you too!” his father boomed through the phone and then hung up.



“Well now if you don’t take me with you I am dead.” Blake said handing the phone back to Gabe.
Gabe nodded and told Blake they were going to step outside. All four of them headed to the picnic table and sat down. 
“Well Zoe we know how you feel and I somewhat agree.” Justine stated
“Well I agree too, we need to keep him close because he has not told us where his father is and how fortified it is there. We need details and he is basically a dead man now.” Gabe said
“Then we need a new plan too, I am not taking him with us to Ireland until I know I can trust him.” Kaiden said
“Agreed, what we need to do first is acquire a new vehicle and head to my home. I wanted to make sure Justine was safe before I told you what I know.” Gabe said turning to Justine. “Our parents were best friends and in the same Sect in Europe, the same Sect his father comes from.” He pointed inside. “I was five when they gave me to Mary, but I always knew your name. I always knew you were in America and I was going to find you. Mary brought me here to make it easier for me. There are journals at my home that explain all of this and there are family pictures for you there. They also left your entire family heritage journal with a lawyer along with all your legal stuff and bank information. There is a journal or two at my home that explain his father.” 
“My parents wrote everything down they were somewhat of the historians of the Sect. They were the most elusive, because of me, and managed to keep me hidden until I was five, then I guess it just got to hard, and they gave up. I am not sure what happened to them, but I am sure they are dead. So we need to get to my home so Kaiden can read those journals and talk to his guy at home.” Gabe explained 
There was a certain seriousness about Gabe that Kaiden did not understand. It was as if Gabe did not trust anyone but Justine and Kaiden felt he needed to change this.
“Gabe I need you to know you can trust me. You are now my family and I will do anything to keep us all safe. We need to all trust each other to find the others and get us all to safety. I will not be able to trust Blake in there and I will be a little weary of Vivi too, but you can trust me.” Kaiden tried to get through to Gabe.
“I am sorry I know how I come off to people. I have been home schooled and never had anyone but Mary. Even the trainers that came out had a hard time getting me to trust them. Mary says I am just like my father, he had a hard time trusting her with my life. But Mary is one of a kind, she is great, it’s me that has the trust problem with people. I have a hard time letting anyone in.”Gabe explained to them
“Ha! You sound like the male version of Justine there. I have been with her since I was nine and I am just now learning how her mind works.” Zoe laughed
“Yes well the thought of him brought out the need to share.” Justine said with a shy smile.
They all got a good laugh and had the first part of a plan in place. They would all sleep in the cabin tonight with Blake in the tub tied down to the steel pipes in there. In the morning they would trade the cars in for a large SUV, with tinted windows, and head back to the small mountain town and see if Mr. Steinman had the package yet. Then they will head to Wyoming, Gabe’s home.
Once they were all settled for the night Gabe took Blake to the restroom and tied him up. He then stood in the hallway watching him. Justine grabbed her pillow and a blanket and slept in the hall next to Gabe. Kaiden and Zoe took the other bedroom and snuggled up and quickly passed out.



The morning came quickly and they all proceeded to get ready. Gabe had to move Blake back to the chair so the girls could use the bathroom. Kaiden took over watching over Blake so that Gabe could go gather his things at his campsite. Once the girls were done getting ready they came to the living room and let Kaiden get himself together. Gabe came back shortly after the girls were in the living room. He had taken his things to his car and brought the car to the cabin. 
“So you going to leave me tied up or can I use the bathroom and get myself ready too?” Blake asked
“Sorry man, I know you made the phone call and got them off our trail, but it is going to take some time before we fully trust you.” Gabe said
“I understand that completely.” Blake said
“Gabe let him use the bathroom he needs a shower and then I can bandage up his hands and we can be on our way.” Zoe told him. 
Justine felt his reluctance and looked him in the eyes and just nodded her head. Gabe felt Justine’s trust for Zoe and complied with the girls. Gabe untied everything on Blake but his left ankle. He led Blake to the bathroom and closed the door. Gabe stood outside the door waiting on Blake to finish. 
After Blake showered and dressed they came back out in the living room and Zoe had made the coffee table a first aid station. Gabe sat him in the chair and tied both his wrists and feet down.
“I am only tying your legs and wrists up this time because what she is about to do is going to hurt and I don’t need you hitting her.” Gabe told him
“Great” Blake said with dread
Zoe grabbed a chair and placed it in front of Blake. She then grabbed two small towels and placed them under his hands as best she could. She sat down and faced him grabbing a warm wash cloth that she had in a basin, she rubbed some soap on the wash cloth.
“This is going to burn almost as much as that poker did. The good thing is that the poker cauterized the wound so you should be safe from an infection, but because it was left untreated all night I need to do this.” Zoe explained what she was about to do.
Blake grit his teeth down and nodded at her to go ahead. Justine was at his side in a second ready to cover his mouth if he was going to scream. Gabe noticed and threw her a pillow for him to bite down and scream into. Once the pillow was between his teeth Zoe washed his left and then his right as quick as she could. She rinsed his hands off and let them dry and then spread a good amount of Aloe Vera over the wounds. She finished it off with some gauze wrap and then was done. Zoe didn’t really know what she was doing but she saw the cook do this with grease burns and other wounds he got. 
Sweat was dripping off Blake and he was shaking as they led him to Gabe’s car. Justine hopped in the driver’s seat and Gabe sat in the back with Blake. Kaiden got in his car and Zoe hopped in next to him. She was all smiles that they were alone now. Justine took off and Kaiden followed. He had only paid for one night so they didn’t have to check out or anything. As they neared the highway Kaiden’s cell phone rang.
“Hello?” Kaiden answered
“Kaiden, its Mr. Steinman I just wanted to let you know that Justine’s package is here and ready. But I have a meeting in an hour and I should be done about two if you could come by now or after would be great.” he said
“We will be there after two. We actually drove up the coast last night and we are about 4 hours away which puts us there around noon and I need to take care of some things myself. So we will see you after two.”
“Sounds good I will see you then.” Mr. Steinman said
They said their goodbyes and hung up, Kaiden looked over to Zoe, and said “Things are working out in our favor it seems.”
“Good we definitely need to get out of here as quick as possible.” Zoe replied
“How are you holding up?” Kaiden asked her
“I am ok I guess, it’s just well, there is a lot that is about to happen. My father is still alive and that’s huge, but there are a whole lot of half-bloods we are going to have to kill to get to my dad. I am just a little scared.” She replied. Zoe was just trying to live moment to moment she did not want to get her hopes up about anything.
Kaiden took her hand and placed a kiss on it. “We won’t be doing anything until you are all safe and everyone is turned. We will need all of us at our strongest to meet that many face to face. And Blake may not like it but I will not be turning him until his father is dead. He will be going into this human.”
They drove in silence for a long while. The California border was coming into view and Kaiden knew they were going to stop in Redding first and take care of the car situation. Once in Redding they stopped at a small diner. 
“I am going to untie you and feed you if you act right. You decide to run just remember we are faster and we will catch you.” Gabe told him as he stood in the door on Blake’s side of the car. Blake nodded in agreement and was untied.
“Thank you. I am not going to do anything to get myself killed now. Basically staying with you guys I stay alive.” A nervous laugh escaped his lips and they all went in the diner. Across the street from the diner was a car lot and the perfect SUV was right out front. They ate their breakfast and when they were done Kaiden and Gabe left them to go to the car lot.
 



Chapter 22
Aldrich sat back in his chair, triumph coursing through his veins. He knew Blake had Zoe and was playing nice. Those were their orders after all. One of them needed to get caught.
Aldrich got the call that the girl had come back to her mother’s home. He also found out she was not alone and had a man and a woman with her. His sons had also told him of another man that kept attacking them whenever they got close to the house. Aldrich knew there was another Dragon watching over the girl.
When he got the call that his son was attacked after he was to deliver some pizzas to the girl, he hatched a plan. His sons were to track the girl and her friends wherever they went. When night fell the three sons were to break in the house and kill the friends and take the girl. But if anything went wrong and they took a hostage, that son was to plead for his life and make promises he would not keep. Blake was to give enough information to the group, just enough information to get them to trust him a little bit, and then lead them to Aldrich.
It turned out to be Blake. Blake was his silent favorite son. Blake was much like his mother and looked after Marcus for him. He got Marcus to talk and then reported back to Aldrich. He knew Blake would not fail him in his mission. He would find out where the Ireland Sect hid and bring his backstabbing sister home to be dealt with.
Aldrich called out for his other favorite child Deidra, she was a ruthless bitch.
“DEIRDRA!!!” He shouted into the room
She came running in and stood at attention waiting for him to acknowledge her. 
“Good Girl, call everyone in. Blake has been caught and he will lead them here soon. We must make arrangements and have everyone ready. Send the pregnant women to the backup location with any young ones. I will not have my innocents slaughtered.”
“Yes sir” and she turned and quickly backed out of the door again.
Now to wait, the game will soon begin, and he will finally be the King he was meant to be. Blake will be awarded accordingly and take his place next to his father when this is finally finished. Aldrich has waited the last twenty four years to get his revenge. He has wanted them all slaughtered since the day his soul mate betrayed him.



The SUV was purchased and they were all on their way to Mr. Steinman’s office. Blake was in the third row and his feet were tied down to the floor anchors. They will need to get some cuffs soon because this rope won’t last long.
When they pull up to the office Gabe decides to stay in the car with Blake while the others go up. Once they were done here they would be going to the hardware store to get some zip ties and chain. Then they will be on their way to Wyoming.
Mr. Steinman greets them at the door and after greetings and handshakes ushers them to his office. They all take the same seats they did the first time they were in his office. Mr. Steinman and Kaiden on the couch facing the window while Zoe and Justine are in the window seat facing the men.
“It is very nice to see you all again.” Mr. Steinman states.
“It is good to see you too Mr. Steinman, I understand you have something for me?” Justine replies excitement rippling through her.
“Yes Ma’am I have it right here. I have not opened it at all so everything he sent you will be the first to see.” Mr. Steinman replies handing Justine her package. She greedily accepts it and hugs it tight to her chest.
“Thank you very much sir. I really appreciate all that you have done for us.” Justine had tears in her eyes holding the package.
“Sir I also wanted to thank you for everything that you have done. You have brought Zoe into my life and given a dear friend of hers some peace of mind. You have changed these two girls lives and I thank you from the bottom of my heart. If there is ever anything that you need, call me or that number that you did to get a hold of my mother. I will do anything in my power to help you.” Kaiden told him shaking Mr. Steinman’s hand.
“I am only doing what I would want done for one of my children any father would.” Mr. Steinman said. He didn’t know how to take this kind of compliment.
“Sir, can I ask you a favor?” Zoe asked
“Yes Ma’am anything”
“Well my house, I would like to sign it over to you, and have you sell it. I would then like you to take the money and put it in a college fund for your children or a savings account. I insist you do this for me. I don’t quite think you understand the way you have changed my life Sir. I thought I was put out like garbage. I thought my parents didn’t want me at all. If it was not for you remodeling this place and finding that safe, I would have never known. You have given me a life, hope beyond anything I ever thought possible.” Zoe was now openly crying trying to get Mr. Steinman to do this for her.
Mr. Steinman sat there in total amazement. He did not know what to do with this. He was never going to cash the check that Kaiden made him keep. But this was an honest gift, one he could take and it was not for him it was for his children, for their future.
“Ma’am as much as I don’t want to, I will do this for you. Can you give me a couple minutes to get a document written up? Then you all can be on your way and we can handle the rest through email and what not. I know Justine there looks itching to go.”
“Yes we can wait. Justine if you want we can meet you at the car. I know you want to have a look at what is inside of that box.” Zoe told Justine giving her the option to go if she wanted.
“I am good. I can wait a few more minutes with you guys.” Justine said
Ten minutes later they were all back in the car headed to the highway. Zoe signed what was just a blank sale form with the address of the house and a legal form stating that she was giving the house to Mr. Steinman. She felt good about this decision. It felt right to her and she was very happy with herself. 
Zoe and Kaiden sat in front of Blake in the second row. Zoe glanced back a lot feeling uneasy about what she said. There was something about Blake that she couldn’t let go. He made her uncomfortable and she didn’t feel she could be herself with him. 
“Hey Gabe when you pass another major store can you stop please? I need to get some things” Zoe asked
“Sure thing, I am going to be stopping at a hardware store anyway and I think there is one at the next exit.”
“Great!” Zoe felt relieved. She had an idea and was going to get the things that she needed. She just hoped it worked. Kaiden gave her a quizzical look once he felt her unease lift and a small excitement fill her. Zoe noticed his stare and shook her head from side to side. She didn’t want to say her plan out loud, she was trying to plead with Kaiden to not ask.
Gabe pulled up to the hardware store about fifteen minutes later. He pulled into the lot and parked towards the back. Gabe turned off the car and turned in his seat.
“I just need to grab a few things and I will be right back. Do you guys mind just staying put?” Gabe asked all of them
“We are good baby take your time.” Justine smiled at him and placed a kiss on his cheek.
Gabe’s smile could be seen from miles away it was so bright and full of love. He ran into the store and was out ten minutes later. Gabe jumped back in the car and headed over to the store that sold everything across the street.
“Thanks Gabe, you guys need anything while I am inside? Snacks or what not?”
“I will come with you if that is ok? I think we should get a cooler and fill it up with some drinks and food. We have a long trip ahead of us.” Kaiden said
Zoe was bouncing in place waiting for Kaiden to get out. Impatience was running rampant through her. 
“You know what I like to eat Zoe. Just get me whatever. Baby you want anything special?” Justine asked Gabe
“I think when they are done we can go in and get the things we like. I need to learn what you like my love and I would really like to buy your things.” Gabe said with a smirk playing on his lips “Besides I need to readjust our fellow companion before we head out.”
“Put him in the middle of the seat” Zoe whispered so low Blake would not be able to hear. Gabe gave her a curios look but nodded his agreement. Kaiden just continued to look at her with questions in his eyes.
“I have a plan” she whispered to him “Hey Blake what kinds of music do you like?” She raised her voice on the last part so they all could hear her.
“Oh uh, I like everything but country and classical.” Blake responded now confused himself
“Great that gives me a good selection” Zoe beamed at him and turned to go in the store. Kaiden was quickly following behind her.
Once they got in the store Kaiden could not contain his curiosity anymore.
“Zoe what is going on? What do you have planned?
“I can’t talk to you with him right behind me listening to everything. I know Gabe and Justine can hear even the smallest whisper, but I trust them. Blake is creeping me out. He doesn’t talk, but he listens to everything we say. So I am fixing it.” And with that she heads straight for the electronic department.
She picks out an Mp3 player and some wrap around the ear head phones. She also goes to the CD section and randomly grabs about thirty CDs. She then goes over to the laptops and gets an employee to get the one she picked out. Finally Kaiden understands what she has planned.
“I know what you are doing now, and you don’t need the laptop I have one of those in my bag.” he tells her
Zoe just smiles at him and gives him a quick kiss on the cheek, ignoring the fact that he has a laptop, she has always wanted on of her own, “Food now?”
“Yep then some pillows and blankets. I think we will just be stopping for gas. With three of us being able to drive we should make good time and be there tomorrow evening.” Kaiden grabbed Zoe around the waist and pulled her in close and placed a kiss on her cheek.
Kaiden knew she was uneasy in the car, he could feel that she was absorbed with it. He wasn’t quite sure what to do about it though. Right now he was glad that she had come up with a plan to ease her own mind.
They moved through the store quickly grabbing the items they wanted on the trip. Zoe knew the music was going to make Blake feel uneasy, so she grabbed a couple different things for him to include two changes of clothes.
Once they were done with the shopping they went back out to the car and Gabe and Justine went inside. Zoe took this opportunity to load all the CDs into the laptop and then load them into the Mp3 player. Gabe and Justine came back just as she was done.
“Blake I am sorry but I am going to put these headphones on you. I don’t trust you yet and there are some things that I don’t want you to know. I don’t feel comfortable talking freely to my friends with you in the car, so I am going to put these on you and turn it up quite loud.” Zoe explained to Blake
“No problem Zoe. I am sorry you feel uneasy and thank you for being considerate and buying music instead of just getting ear plugs. At least now I can relax with music. May I see what you got?” Blake asked her, he was shocked she was being so nice. He would have bound and gagged her.
She showed him the CDs she got and Blake was nodding his head. “Thank you Zoe you got some of my favorite bands” Blake told her and nodded his head for her to put the headphones in and start the music.
“Please don’t take these off Blake. We will be able to tell if you do and the trust will just go a lot farther for me if you follow our instructions.” Zoe told him giving him a stern look.
“I will not take them off. If you need me just take them off or gesture for me too. I will probably close my eyes a lot with the music so just tap me or something.”
“Ok I got these for you too” Zoe handed him the clothes she got. “And these” handing him a pillow and blanket this time. “And these” she handed him snacks she hoped he liked.
“You don’t really know how to have a hostage do you?” Blake looked at her amused and thankful
Zoe paled not expecting that question, “well what would you guys have done to me?
“You want blunt honesty or the nice version?” Blake asked. Now he was nervous because all of them had turned to look and stare at him.
“How about blunt honesty” Gabe said completely intrigued.
“We would have tied you up blindfolded you and let you hear everything so you would know what we were doing and going to do. Your mind is your worst enemy. You would have thought a whole lot of things. But we would not have fed you or stopped to let you use the restroom. That would have made you humiliated and more scared at what was going to happen.” Blake said, he had his eyes closed as he talked.
Zoe once again paled at the answer and was in shocked into silence.
“Is that what we should be doing?” Justine asked with hate dripping off her words.
“I appreciate that you aren’t doing those things to me. I appreciate that you allow me to see and that you have fed me and let me bathe. I do not want you to do that no, Vivi will love you guys.” And he hung his head in shame.
“Alright I am sorry I asked that. Now we are going to treat you like a normal human being who happens to be a hostage. You will remain tied up in the car and when we stop. If we go to a restaurant we will let you come inside too. If you even once try to run I will have no problem letting Gabe here take care of you and then you will just make it that much harder for Vivi to be accepted by us.” Zoe told him. She was trying to stop the thoughts going through her head.
Kaiden took over applying the headphones to Blake’s ears Zoe was having a difficult time with shaking hands. Once Blake was settled Kaiden turned on the Mp3 player and turned it up really loud. He then set the player on their side of the seat so Blake could not touch it.
They all buckled up and got back on the highway. Zoe snuggled up into Kaiden and covered her legs with a blanket.
 



Chapter 23
Mary has spent the last four years alone and worried. She has made the time pass by reading and quilting. The winters are harsh in Wyoming so during the spring and summer she busies herself with gardening and canning.
About a month ago one of Gabe’s instructors started calling for him. She has taken message after message and told Mr. Mateo that she doesn’t know when Gabe will be back. When Gabe left he did not say when he was going to be back and refused to let her get him a cell phone. They both knew the danger if anyone found out what he was. She has taken every precaution to keep the boy safe.
She has not heard from Gabe since the day he left. He promised that he would find Justine and bring her back home. Mary knew he would, there was no way he would leave behind his heritage journals and his pictures. She also hoped he would not leave her behind. 
She misses him dearly. She watches the news and reads on the internet for strange and unusual things. She is looking for signs of him or others. She knows there are more out there in the world and is just trying to keep an eye out.
It is summer now so she has the vegetable and fruit to keep her company. She has recently stocked up on canning jars and the pantry is full of filled jars. With only feeding herself she is able to stock quite a lot. 
Mary has a pot of strawberry jam on the stove. She has about an hour until it is done then she will be canning tonight. There is a flea market tomorrow that she is going to sell some of the over stock that she has.



Mateo has been trying to get a hold of Gabe for a month. He has a couple that he wants Gabe to meet. Mateo thinks that Gabe will understand them more than he does. Mateo is worried about this couple John and Tia. They came to him a month ago to train. They are natural fighters just like Gabe was and they move like he does too. But this couple, they are ruthless in their fighting. Mateo does not know if he can train them much longer he is quite worried about them. But he feels compelled to get them into contact with Gabe.
John leaves soon to go back to the oil rig and will be out of touch for months. Tia has decided to follow him so she will also be out of touch. Mateo has three week to get a hold of Gabe before he has to play a waiting game. He hopes he will return home before they leave.



Night has fallen as they drive into Nevada. Justine has taken over to give Gabe a break although he protested a lot. 
“Guys I am itching for a burger is it ok if I stop at a fast food place and grab me one?” Justine asked
“I could use one too Justine my vote is Yes!” Zoe said
Gabe shook his head and smiled. “Diner girls” he whispered
“Hey watch it babe this girl likes her grease and junk food” Justine shot him a glare
“My love you can have whatever you want. Besides your rich now so you’re paying.”
Justine’s mouth dropped open in shock. Then she remembered her bank statement and grinned. “I am almost as rich as Zoe is.”
They all laughed as she drove on. She found a restaurant she wanted and pulled in. 
“Dine in or drive through?” Justine asked
“Dine in please I need to stretch my legs.” Zoe asked.
They all got out and then remembered their little visitor. Gabe climbed in the back and lifted the headphone away from his ear because his eyes were closed.
“You hungry man?” Gabe asked Blake
“I am, have we stopped?” 
“Yep the girls want burgers”
“Awesome love me some grease balls.” Blake said with a smirk
“Alright, you know the drill you run I kill and you ruin Vivi’s chances.” Gabe warned
“Got it” 
They walked in the restaurant and chose a booth in the back. Justine took everyone’s orders and went to place the order with the lady at the counter. She came back to the table with drink cups and handed them out.
“I am not a waitress anymore so ya’ll get to get your own drinks.” She smiled at them and sat down.
Zoe shook her head and got up to get her drink. Gabe grabbed Justine’s cup and she told him what she wanted. Kaiden got up with Zoe and had Blake’s cup in his hand. As they came back to the table the food was there. Justine handed them their burgers and fries and they all ate in silence.
Once they were all done eating they all took a bathroom break. They all got back to the car and Blake climbed in first then Gabe. The others waited till Blake was secured by Gabe.
“Can you let me lay down and then tie my feet?” Blake asked
“Yeah man, lie down and then I will figure out how to do this.”
Blake laid down on his side facing the seat in front of him. Gabe clamped his feet together and then to the floor clamps. He left a little room for Blake to shift in his sleep. Blake put the headphones back on himself and put his pillow in place. He was all covered and eyes already closed when everyone got back in their seats. Zoe turned his music back on and caught a brief smile from Blake.
Justine was on the road again and heading east. Gabe grabbed a pillow and blanket and closed his eyes in the passenger seat. Kaiden and Zoe had a little harder time getting situated. Finally Kaiden decided to put the pillow against the window and angle his feet towards the driver’s seat. He was still sitting but at an angle that was comfortable to him. Zoe decided to ditch the pillow and lay her head on his lap and curl in next to his legs.
Kaiden put one hand on her hair and his other on her hip. He loved the feel of her body against his and he felt her relax. He stroked her hair and it felt like silk to him. She had the softest hair he had ever felt. He felt her falling to sleep as they drove on and on. “I love you Zoe” Kaiden whispered into the air and closed his eyes to join her in sleep. Soon after he heard he whisper “I love you too Kaiden” and then they were asleep.
Justine smiled to herself. She finally heard the words come out of Zoe’s mouth. She finally admitted she loved the boy and that brought and overwhelming joy to Justine. She glanced over at Gabe with a silly smile on her face and noticed he was looking at her. “I love you Gabe. I am so lucky to have found Zoe and then you. I never thought that this day would come for me. I never thought that I would meet someone and fall in love. And the fact that my sister, my best friend, is falling in love at the same time just makes this all that much better.” She beamed happiness
“My love it brings me such joy to see this happiness in your eyes. I found you about a week before Kaiden found you. I watched you and it broke my heart to see the constant frown you had. Then that boy shows up and overnight you are beaming with hope. I thank him for brining that joy to you. And I hope that I can make every day from now on your happiest. I want to make all your dreams come true. I love you with all my heart.” Gabe leaned over and placed a kiss on her cheek.
“Get your rest baby I am going to try and get as far as I can as fast as I can. I love driving at night I can see everything.” She giggled
“Take it easy baby you are going to hit lots of mountain turns and semis, and the occasional dear. Just drive safe and don’t kill us.” He joked.
She just smiled at him and focused on the road ahead. Justine loved to drive and especially at night. She had the freedom of the road and all the hope of a good future ahead of her. She worried about finding the others though. She hoped there was going to be an instant friendship like there was with Kaiden and Zoe.
Justine knew Zoe was about to have it the hardest. She was probably the only one of all of them that had a parent alive.  Justine just hoped that Zoe was going to be able to handle what was ahead of her. There is a chance that her father may die during the upcoming confrontation. Would Zoe be able to handle seeing that? Justine thought. She let her mind wander around all the possible scenarios that are about to occur. Justine vowed to keep Zoe safe and help her through everything that was about to occur.
Justine decided to focus her thoughts on something else and thought about what was in the package. Her parents now had names, Monica and Bradley Sherwood. Her mother had written her the most beautiful letter. In the letter she explained that she went into hiding in the human world soon after a man named Aldrich lost his mind. Her mother and father had ran together right after Aldrich killed their king. They shifted only when the pain got too much and they refused to fly. They would just go out on a very foggy night and shift for a while. After the pain subsided they shifted back into human form and left where ever they were at the time.
When her mother realized she was pregnant they moved a lot. They came up with the idea to put her up for adoption early in the pregnancy. Her mother knew they were not going to be safe for much longer. Her mother explained that the day after she was born she had a lawyer come to the hospital and take care of everything. When he left she felt the half-bloods in the building. She wrote the note as quickly as she could and gave it to the nurse to give to the lawyer. 
Justine was thinking about the apology in the letter. Her mother had to leave the hospital before she was ready. Her mother wrote how much she loved her and how sorry she was that she couldn’t be there. She hoped and prayed that when she found out who she was that she would embrace it and accept it. And that they were going to try to get to Ireland. Her mother told her in the letter that if she had this letter to get to Ireland, that hopefully they would meet there if they were not dead.
Justine let out a silent prayer that her parents made it and they were safe and alive. It was a farfetched hope and she knew that, she knew they were probably dead, but hope was still there. There was a chance and she was going to hold onto that sliver of hope.
Justine was so lost in her thoughts and on the road she didn’t even notice when the sky started to lighten and the sun was peaking up. When the sun was completely blinding her she put down the visor and noticed the state sign. They were now in Utah. Justine let out a squeal of delight and then remembered her sleeping passengers. She clamped her mouth shut. Justine’s tummy rumbled its hunger a short time later and that seemed to wake Gabe up.
“You hungry my love?”
“I didn’t realize I was till now, but yes I am baby, shall we stop for some breakfast?”
“I think we should my love. I know I could stretch my legs and then we can let Kaiden drive for a while. Then I get to cuddle with you.”
“Sounds like the perfect plan to me.”
It took about an hour for her to find a restaurant that was open. She parked the car and woke the others. They all got out stretched their legs and walked into the restaurant.
 



Chapter 24
Kaiden was now driving through the tip of Utah. The drive was beautiful and the heat was nice and not too hot. Zoe was beside him in the passenger seat and she was soaking in the scenery. 
“Do you like this area?” Kaiden asked her
“Yes I do a lot. I have never been out of California so this is absolutely breathtaking.” She said in awe
“Wait till we get into Wyoming. This is beautiful yes, but a summer in Wyoming, nothing can compare to that.” Gabe beamed pride
“We should be approaching Wyoming in about an hour or so.” Kaiden said.
“Ok well that gives me time to enjoy what I have in my arms, but when you get into Wyoming, I want to take over at Rock Springs.” Then it will only be about 5 hours until I get to see Mary again.” Gabe smiled and wrapped his arms tighter around Justine.
Zoe looked back and smiled at Gabe. She was incredibly happy to see Justine this peaceful and relaxed. She couldn’t think of a time before that she had seen Justine like this. They liked to goof off yes but this at ease. She has never seen this in Justine. Zoe wanted to think happy thoughts right now. She did not want to dwell on the past. The past was now exactly that the past. All she had ahead of her was a future.
Gabe and Justine were quietly whispering to each other and Zoe didn’t want to intrude on them so she turned the music on to drown them out a little bit and have some privacy. Kaiden looked focused on the road ahead of him, but she wanted to talk.
“Kaiden what did you like to do for fun before you started looking for me?” Zoe asked
“Wow I don’t know really, it’s been so long. Lately it is mostly getting lost in TV or a movie, but I only do that to get my mind off the frustration. I still like to watch movies especially curled up with you. I guess we are going to have to figure out what I like to do.” He was thoughtful for a minute. “What do you like to do Zoe?”
“Way to throw it back on me. Well I am usually so busy with school and work that all I really do is play my guitar. So I guess we can learn what we like to do together.” She smiled at him
“Well onto movies then, what are your favorites?” Zoe asked Kaiden
“Anything really but I am not too fond of western movies. The whole cowboy thing never appealed to me.”
“We will have to watch some of your favorites I don’t watch many. What is your home like?” Zoe knew she sounded like an interrogator but she was trying to not think about her dad and knowing Blake was in the back wasn’t helping her. Talking was all she could think to do, plus she needed to get to know what Kaiden liked.
“Our home my beautiful, what would you like to know about it?”
“Well the house is built on a mountain right? What are the views like?”
“Well when you drive up the mountain you see can’t see the house, you would have to know the entrance to the driveway or you would drive right past. But the mountain itself is full of trees and there is a waterfall not too far from the house. The house itself is huge. There are four different wings of the house and in each there is a master suite, three smaller but huge rooms. Each has a kitchen and living area. In the middle of the house there is the central kitchen and a great room. There is also a movie room and a library. There is a huge dining room with a huge dining table that could seat about thirty. My parents renovated the top floor themselves it is the biggest area. It is upstairs and has my bedroom and five others. My parent’s room is almost all windows and balconies. There are also bout four stories, the top is will be ours, since it was my parents, then the third floor is all suites, as is the second and first, but the first floor is where the central area is.”
Zoe is watching Kaiden talk and she is in shock at what she has pictured in her mind.
“My parents wanted lots of children, but they only got me. The fourth floor also has a living area and a kitchen. We spent most of our time up there. The house was built for many people Zoe. It was never supposed to be empty and right now it is. We will all live in the house until the others are ready to have their own place or they can always choose to stay. I am going to leave that up to them. But beyond the house there are several other houses, small of course, they are built into the mountain also. Those belong to the half-blood families that have remained half-bloods. There are the Barracks, that like I have said, are more of a huge apartment complex.”
“There is a barn and a workshop they are both quite large. My favorite things are the caves that are hidden in the mountain. There is one that has a natural hot spring pool in it and there is quite a large ledge above it. When I was about five my parents found it and my father let my jump in. I had a blast that day. My parents used to turn and then put me on their back and give me rides.”
“Your Parents sound wonderful Kaiden. I wish I could have met them.” 
“They were and I also wish you could have, it was horrible watching them get murdered. I was on my mother’s back you know.” Kaiden looked grim finally talking about that night. He didn’t want to talk about it but he wanted Zoe to know everything about him.
“Oh Kaiden I am so sorry. You don’t have to tell me the rest.” Zoe whispered. She could feel that Kaiden was calm and intent on telling her the full story.
“I want you to know, I want to tell you.” Kaiden looked to Zoe and saw the small tear in her eye. He opened up to her emotions then and felt her weariness but unconditional acceptance. “It was my fifteenth birthday. We had just gotten to the town you were born in and rented a small cabin that wasn’t far from your home. Well it was a tradition to give me a ride on my birthday. So after the gifts and dinner we went out to a clearing. My dad shifted first and in front of me. He was so big and beautiful. He was a perfect pearl color and massive. My mother went to a large bush to shift. She was almost identical to my father but slightly smaller and a little more feminine looking. My father has eyes just like mine. My mother had blue eyes. Anyway, it was always my choice to pick who I rode. and the year before I chose my father. This time I chose my Mother. My dad took off while my mother was still helping me get on her back.”
Kaiden let out a breath and then began again.
“My mom caught up to dad and then we went right and he went left around the mountain. We heard shots ring out as soon as we turned. I saw my dad just spiral to the ground and when he hit the ground he immediately turned to ash. I was stunned I didn’t know what to do. My mother roared and that brought me back. She tried to turn us around again and then more shots rang out. She was hit, but she managed the turn, and took us to the trees. She paused in front of a very large tree. She talked to me in my mind and told me to jump to the tree. She was so calm and so strong. Another shot rang out as soon as I got hold of the branch. She fell straight to the ground. She must have known she didn’t have long but she never told me she was in pain. In my mind she talked to me. She told me that you were here and that I needed to find you. She also told me that there are others, all in hiding, and that I was now their king. Before she could tell me your name or anything else, men appeared around her. They were trying to stop her bleeding with something, but mom kicked them away and turned to ash. Those men never saw me up there. They never looked up and I stayed up in that tree for three days. I was starving and weak and I pretty much fell out of the tree instead of climbing down. I found the cabin and quickly cleaned up and ate. I am so glad my parents taught me how to drive because I had to go into town to call Charles.”
“Charles wanted me to come home right then and there. I told him what mom told me and he agreed to let me stay. He set up a bank account in my name and got me some ids and made me eighteen so that I could look for you. I went straight to Sacramento. Those men were near the cabin and I did not want them to find me.” Kaiden took another deep breath and wiped a tear from his eyes.
“Mom would be proud of me now, I found you” Kaiden whispered
“Damn Kaiden, I didn’t know you actually witnessed their deaths. You are a lot stronger than I gave you credit for” Gabe said
Zoe had just then realized that everyone but Blake was listening. The car was silent but for the music.
“Kaiden I am so sorry, I don’t think I would have been as strong as you.” Zoe told him grabbing his hand.
“Beautiful, don’t be sorry. If you knew growing up know what you were and knowing that there was one person out there that was made for you. That would have pushed you to be strong too. And thanks man. I am not sure if that was a compliment or what.” Kaiden laughed and kissed Zoe’s hand.
“Well I think it is sharing time. Let’s all get to know each other a little bit better and the trust could just grow from there.” Justine said
“Good idea baby.” Gabe replied to her
“I will start.” Zoe said and prepared herself for the feelings she was about to feel. “Well I was found on a door step. That family turned me into the police and I was placed with the Camden’s. I actually miss the mom and dad, they were really good to me. It was the perfect little family I thought. My sister was a little sullen girl and really only played with me. The brother he was older and played a lot of games with both of us. At night when it was bedtime I would hear the brother go into my sister’s room. I was jealous at the time I thought he was reading her stories and left me out.”
“After my sixth birthday I found out it was not stories he was reading to her. He came to my room one night and wanted to play doctor. I am not going to go into detail, but when he undressed and went to turn the lights off I bolted out the window. I went to my school and slept in the playground tunnel thing. They found me the next morning and took me back. That night and every night for a week they found me at the school. I tried to tell them about what the brother was doing but they wouldn’t listen. They sent me to a new foster home after a week of me running away. The next home was probably ok, but if I heard someone walk to my door when everyone else was asleep I ran.”
“I just had this feeling inside me that told me to run and I listened to it. When I was nine, they sent me to a house that had a lot of other kids. I met Justine there and we were quickly attached at the hip. She kicked some poor girl out of the room they placed me in and she moved in. We didn’t talk much though. Thinking about it I don’t think we really ever talked, we were just together. That pull was there, but I didn’t understand it then, it was just like we had to be together. Anyway one night I heard the footsteps. They went to the room that Justine used to be in.”
“I was scared and that little thing inside was telling me to get ready. I always had my backpack packed and slept with it next to my bed. I also always chose the bed by the window. Well the footsteps left her old room and went to the bathroom. Then they quickly came to our door. I looked over at Justine and she looked so scared. She just whispered to me to close my eyes and not look. I think that was the first time she talked to me. I flinched because she said it so mean, and I knew she was scared, I could see it in her eyes. But as soon as I heard that door knob shake, I was at the window on my way out and Justine was right there with me. She didn’t say anything she just jumped with me and we ran. They found us a couple days later. I always ran to the school I was enrolled in at the time. I didn’t know where else to go. They kept us together though after they tried to split us up once, we found each other that night.”
“Justine has kind of been my little protector after we got sent to an all girls home. The girls there hated us, but mostly me. I never stood up to any of them, I was small and skinny, and they were bigger and meaner. One day the worst of the girls had bandages all over and bruises. Then Justine comes with a cast on her arm and said they fell. But that girl and any other never messed with me again. We stayed there until Justine had to leave. I had to stay because I was still a minor. But Justine got a job and an apartment by the home and I stayed there whenever I could. One day I just stayed and didn’t go back to the home. Justine made me stay in school though and as soon as I graduated we moved to away from the city. We both wanted out of the big city and to blend in. We got jobs and about eight months ago I enrolled in that music school. The rest well you all know it.”
“You were never hurt? No one ever touched you?” Kaiden and Justine asked at the same time. Justine was so relieved that Zoe was never harmed.
“No I ran. I never let anyone get close to me except for Justine.” Zoe was nervous and didn’t know why. Kaiden grabbed her hand and she immediately felt his relief and joy.
“Ok well I guess I will go now.” Justine said. There was shakiness in her voice and her hands were all sweaty. She glanced back at Blake but he was lying back down with the head phones still on tight. She could hear the music playing in his ears so she knew she could talk freely. Gabe wrapped his arms around her a little tighter and nodded for her to continue.
“Well My first family I don’t remember much but the fighting. The mom and dad were always shouting and throwing things at each other. Next thing I knew I was given to a new family. This one again, was full of fighting and violence. There was a lady who came to check on me once in a while and one day she came in the middle of one of their fights. I quickly found myself at a new home. This one I stayed with for two years. It was just a lady and me. It was nice she worked and I went to school. She had me in a daycare and there were lots of other kids to play with. I always stuck to myself though I didn’t like other kids. Well right after I turned seven this lady brought a man home.”
“They got married sometime later and he didn’t want me around anymore. So they took me to a new home. There were lots of kids at this new home and I hated them all. They were loud and rude and way too hyper. I didn’t talk much, well I didn’t talk at all. There were two bedrooms for the girls and I got placed in the one by the bathroom. After a week of being there he started to come to my room. He knew I didn’t talk and knew I already had a couple different families. He knew I didn’t like the other kids so I wasn’t going to tell on him. He didn’t come every night but it was enough. He liked me to touch him more than he touched me.” Justine wiped a tear away and Gabe’s hold tightened and little more on her.
“One day, a couple years later this small little girl with long white hair came to the house. She didn’t talk either and I thought she was a little angel sent to me. I was drawn to her, this invisible string just pulled me right to her side. She was a jumpy little thing and the other kids tried to mess with her. I thought she was sent to me, she was my angel, so I gave all the kids dirty looks, and they left us alone. The lady there put my angel in the other room. I stood over one of the girls in that room all night one night until she got up and left. Then I moved to that bed. One night I heard him coming for me and I was shocked that she heard it too. She stared at me and I hissed at her not to look. I didn’t want my angel to see what that man liked to do. I thought someone had hurt my angel too from the way she acted. But when he placed his hand on the door knob my angel was up out of bed and almost out the window before I blinked. The next thing I knew I was at the window with her and we jumped. ”
Zoe was now starring at her eyes wide with understanding and shock.
“When we were at the home for girls this Lacey girl had it out for my angel. One day she grabbed my angel’s hair and dragged her to the ground. Then this girl dumped her food all over my angel. I saw red and the next time I saw Lacey my fist were flying all over her face and body. My legs kicked and an anger I didn’t know I had was released on her. This girl hurt my angel and so I hit her till I heard my bones break. I walked away then and went to the nurse. Lacey came in right after and said she fell. I was so ashamed that I lost my temper I told my angel I fell too.”
Justine had tears running down her face and was shaking. Gabe was trying all he could to calm her and make her feel safe. 
“We stayed in that home until they made me leave. I stayed close to the home because I didn’t want anyone messing with her. One day she showed up and I felt relieved that my angel didn’t leave me she didn’t forget about me. After a while she stayed and she became my sister. I tried to get rid of the dirt, but it was always there. I tried to drink it away and my angel was always there picking me up off the ground. Then one day there is a man at the diner. I felt him walk in and I thought it was my angel. The feeling was the same. When I walked out she wasn’t there. There was a man who had eyes just like hers and I knew he was there to take my angel away from me. I hated him. When she showed up and locked eyes with him I knew she was leaving me. The next morning I wake up to her beautiful song that pulled at every emotion inside of me. I stood there in shock listening. The song called to me to stand up strong and wipe the past away, to forget and forgive. Then there is a knock at the door and it is the evil man to take my angel away. He came inside and asked her to play her song again. She did, but the song changed. This time the emotions were different there was no heart break and fear in it. The song was full of hope and promise and the next thing I know the evil man and I are humming it. That scared the shit out of me. Next thing I know he is fulfilling all that hope and promise and I get to keep my angel, my sister.”
Zoe unbuckles herself and launches herself between Gabe and Justine. She grabs Justine and weeps openly letting the tears fall.
“Oh Justine I never knew I am so sorry. I will never leave you, even if you weren’t a Dragon too, I would have taken you with me. I love you so much, you are my sister, and I will always be your angel, if you want me to be. I am so sorry” Zoe sobbed and held Justine tight.
Justine started to laugh and held Zoe just as tight. She pulled away from her a second later and said “Zoe thank you. I always want you as my sister and my angel, you saved my life and I owe mine to you. I love you too, now get off my man!” Justine laughed and nudged Zoe.
“Oh” Zoe climbed off and Gabe pulled her back down to his chest. He crushed her in a hug and whispered “Thank you for saving her and keeping her safe for me.”
Zoe blushed and returned the hug she whispered back “Thank you for bringing her out of her shell. The thought of you brought it out a little, but having you hear brought her out all the way.”
Zoe climbed to her seat and buckled back in. She leaned over and kissed Kaiden on the cheek and told him she loved him.
“I love you too my angel.” Kaiden looked thoughtful for a moment and said “She is quite an angel isn’t she? You don’t mind if I steal that do you Justine?” Kaiden asked
“Nope I don’t because now she is your angel. And I have my love.”
“Well I guess now it is my turn.” Gabe took a deep breath and kissed Justine’s forehead she was still crying a little, but starting to relax. “Well I got to stay with my parents until I was about five. I remember flying with them just like Kaiden said, but my parents were smaller Dragons. I remember being cradled by a black Dragon and her arms were a lot like human arms. I don’t remember my parents well though. Just little things here and there. Mary was my mother’s friend and my mom knew she was a good woman. When the time came for them to leave me, they left me with her, and told her everything. They put a lot of money in her bank account and gave her all the journals. I have never gone a day without thinking of them and knowing what I was. My mother gave Mary strict instructions to keep me out of big cities and move me somewhere remote. Well Wyoming is very remote and the nearest town is about three hours away. I was home schooled and not a lot happened. I have always been kind of recluse and stuff, I really only had Mary to talk to. As I got older I stared to read the journals. I knew all about the red eyes and stuff before the journals. But hearing about Aldrich really set me on edge. I knew he had a lot of children and that they were sent out to kill all the other Dragons. When I was thirteen I asked Mary if I could learn to fight. She immediately said yes and hired some trainers to come out. She greeted each and every one with a shotgun to the face. She had to look at their eyes before she let the near me.”
“When I was sixteen she hired Mateo. He is the one who gave me the Sai. He was my best teacher and he is a local guy. He came out three times a week until I left at eighteen. I really miss that guy. I think I will call him when I get home just to let him know I am still alive. I haven’t had any contact with him or Mary since the day I left. Mary knew what I had to do and she knows that I will only come home if I have my Justine. She is going to love you baby.”
“Well when I left I drove straight to the tip of North America. I have been driving through every state and even Canada waiting until I felt your pull. I was saving the west coast for last. I had a formula. I was going to go east to west, up and down each state and so on. As soon as I hit Northern California I felt you. And I have been watching and waiting till I could come to you.” Gabe had his hands on the sides of Justine’s face and pulled her down for a very intense intimate kiss.
They were all so wrapped up in their stories that they didn’t pay attention when Blake slipped one of the headphones half way off and pretend to sleep. He was listening to all their pasts and secrets.
 
 



Chapter 25
Once all the sharing was done Kaiden started to hear a lot of rumbling stomachs. He didn’t ask, but the city Gabe had told him to stop in, was coming up soon so he decided to just stop there.
Kaiden stopped at a little diner and pulled around back. They got out and let Blake out too. Blake looked at all of them in confusion and asked “You guys ok you girls look like you have been crying?”
“We are fine Blake but thank you for asking.” Zoe answered
When they entered the restaurant they all made a bee line straight for the bathrooms. The good thing about Wyoming, Zoe found out was that it was used to travelers and almost everywhere had a nice bathroom. They washed their faced and brushed their hair out. Both of their eyes were rimmed in red from crying but they didn’t care.
“Justine you know I really do love and cherish you. I thought, but I never knew for sure, and now that I do know you were hurt, I am so sorry. I am also so glad you jumped out that window with me.” Zoe had tears in her eyes again. She was trying her hardest to hold them in and not let them fall.
“Oh Zoe, I love you and cherish you too. That window was the best decision I ever made.” Justine grabbed Zoe and pulled her into a hug. “Let’s go eat I am starving.”
They left the bathroom and found the boys in a booth towards the back. Blake was in the middle sandwiched between Kaiden and Gabe and they slid over a little more to let the girls in.
“I hope you don’t mind but I ordered you what we had at our first breakfast.” Kaiden whispered to Zoe.
“I don’t mind at all thank you.” And she leaned over to kiss his cheek but he turned his head just in time and caught the kiss on his lips.
“You order for me too, my love?” Justine asked.
“Yes I did and Kaiden helped he has a great memory.” Gabe blushed.
The food came out soon after and they all ate in silence. Gabe was excited to finally be home. Wyoming was a welcome sight for him and he didn’t realize how much he missed it until he got to sit down and look outside. Gabe was also thinking about all that he had learned about the others on their little sharing conversation. Justine had been hurt in a way he wasn’t sure how to deal with. All he could think of was to give her unconditional love and take it slow.
After they ate and were settled back in the car, Blake once again tied up in the third row, Gabe got into the driver seat and drove towards the store instead of back on the highway. 
“I need stop at the store to get something that I forgot before.” Gabe told them.
“No problem babe. I would like to get Mary some flowers anyway.” Justine replied
The store was not far from the restaurant and Gabe parked in a spot close to the front.
“Be right back.” Justine said
Kaiden and Zoe stayed in the car with Blake. Justine came bouncing to the car with a huge bouquet. It was all wildflowers and roses and lilies. Justine had a smile plastered to her face once she got in and buckled back up. Gabe was right behind her and handed a bag to Kaiden.
“Would you please put those on our guest? I really don’t want him to see where we are going. Never know if we might need to come back here and this might be a good place to come back to. Since we can’t leave to Ireland until we find them all, my home would make a good staging area. It is not huge like your house, but there are four bedrooms.” Gabe told Kaiden
“Good point.” Kaiden said
Kaiden grabbed the bag and took out what was inside. It was an eye cover people used to sleep with. Kaiden turned and faced Blake. Blake noticed and hovered his hands over the headphones, silently asking if Kaiden wanted him to remove them. Kaiden nodded and Blake took them out.
“I need to put this on you and you probably need to lie down. We do not want you to see where we are going.” Kaiden told him
Blake just nodded his agreement and slid the eye cover on, then slid the headphones on. He laid back down and closed his eyes before the car even began to drive away.
Kaiden and Zoe were back in the middle seat and were snuggled close. Their bellies were full and they were feeling pretty sleepy. Kaiden was back in the position of being stretched out over half the seat with his legs in the aisle. Zoe snuggled in close to him and soon they were fast asleep.
Gabe drove north through Wyoming from Rock Springs. He made the drive pretty fast and simple. He knew the route and was eager to get there soon. It was about two in the afternoon when they pulled up to his home.
The house looked like a log cabin to Justine. There were lots of windows and flowers around the house. The house did not look that big from the outside. She could feel the love of the home and it melted her heart. She knew right then that Gabe was very much loved and protected. The hills surrounding the house were gorgeous and abundant. She could see some Gazelle not far off grazing in the tall grass. She turned and woke Zoe and Kaiden and they all started to get out of the SUV.
Once they were all out and walking toward the house a short woman with Dark brown hair came out of the house pointing a shot gun at them.
“Stop right there!” She yelled
Gabe moved to her side so quickly they didn’t even notice. “Guten Tag Mary.” He said as he scooped her up in a bear hug.
“Oh Gabe you’re home. How I have missed you so. You found Justine then huh? Let me guess which one she is?” Mary looked between the three of them and her eyes settled on the grey eyes of Justine.
Justine walked forward then “Hello Mary. It is really good to meet you.” Justine said as she handed Mary the bouquet she had gotten her.
“Oh my Justine you are one beautiful girl. Let me look at you. Oh Gabe she is perfect. And look at those eyes.” Mary glanced behind Justine and remembered the other two people. “Gabe, who else have you found?”
“Mary this is Kaiden and this is Zoe.” Gabe ushered them forward and she stared them in the eye.
“The Pearls!” she whispered. Fear radiating off her. “You brought them here? Gabe are you being forced to bring them here? Are you here to kill the human who knows too much?”
“Mary no, please they are not like that, Kaiden is going to be a great King. He is not going to be like mama and papa’s King. This man I consider a friend and hopefully soon my brother.” Gabe looked between Mary and Kaiden.
Kaiden smiled at Gabe’s words and held his hand out toward Mary. “Ma’am I have heard that his parent’s King was a bad man and I am here to assure you that I am not. Zoe here was Justine’s roommate and they have kept each other safe over the years and I am just here to keep you all safe. You have kept your promise and kept a Dragon safe and I am here to offer you solace too.” Kaiden said
“What does he mean Gabriel?” Mary asked still unsure
“Mary, can we go inside? Oh, we also have a hostage that I need to take to the safe room and tie up.” Gabe said 
Mary paled and whispered “What hostage?”
“A half-blood, Aldrich’s son is tied up in the back seat.”
Mary gasped and ushered them inside while Gabe went to the SUV to get Blake.
Inside the home was all stone and wood. The furnishings were a perfect mix of light and dark and felt like a home. The house smelled amazing, like strawberries and peaches. In the living room the windows overlooked the backyard and the view was picturesque. There was a pond not far from the home, a green house in the back yard and lots of planter boxes filled with greens. There was a big open area too and a workshop not far from the open area. 
Mary offered them coffee and tea and they all sat at the table waiting for Gabe. They were all unsure of what to say to each other so they sat in silence. Mary darted off to the back room with a look of surprise. She came back quickly and handed Justine a book.
Justine opened the book and looked inside. It was a book filled with pictures. Justine looked up to Mary, she was smiling down at her trying to encourage her to continue but Justine was confused. Justine looked back down and then closer at the pictures. The breath caught in her throat as she realized who the pictures were of. The man in the photo had jet black hair like hers, the woman had grey eyes like hers, the nose on the man was like hers and the mouth on the woman was like her own. She looked back to Mary and she was just still smiling down at Justine.
“Those are your parents dear. You are a perfect blend of them.” She smiled and turned to Gabe as he was walking in the room.
“Good, you gave her the photos, I was hoping you would. How have you been Mary? You need anything?” Gabe asked concern for this woman was written all over. 
“I have been good schatzi, I have been busy canning and such, old woman things that would just bore you all to death. Please I want to hear how you all have found each other. That is a much more interesting subject. Are you all hungry? I can cook lunch while you tell me.”
They all nodded and followed her to the kitchen. Mary immediately went the cupboards and started pulling stuff out. She had quite a stock pile a food. They were all quiet and just watched her work. The kitchen was large and you could tell this is where she spent most of her time. Once she had all she needed and started to slow down they all took turns telling their sides of their pasts.
“Mary we want you to come with us to Ireland.” Kaiden told her
“But your world, I am not supposed to know about.” She stammered
“I know this, but you are an exception. You have kept Gabe safe and taught him his heritage. There was a Dragon who trusted you and we are going to extend that trust. You will be safe at our home. You will have free reign at the home. I want us all to be a family and you are Gabe’s family.” Kaiden told her
“If that is what Gabe wants then I will come. I am not ready to let this boy go. I would like to see him happy and become a grandmother.” She smiled at Justine. Justine was in Gabe’s arms and the look Mary gave them was full of hope.
“Then it is settled. The only question now is when. Do we all go together or do we find the other’s first?” Kaiden said in wonder.
“Right now let’s eat and then we can come up with a plan.” Gabe said. He missed Mary’s cooking and was drooling over his plate.



Mateo sat in his office stressed out and wringing his hands, Tia and John were sitting across from him. They had just come in from the back and what they showed him had him completely in fear and wonder. When Mateo was younger his grandfather had told him tales of all kinds of mythical creatures. He always assumed they were fairy tales.
Mateo needed to contact Gabe. He just knew Gabe would have answers and would know what to do. The boy was young but was older beyond his years.
“So what’d you think? It’s pretty wicked isn’t it? We figured out about a month ago that we could do this. I think it is awesome.” Tia beamed with pride
“Tia we have to keep this a secret, we only showed Mateo because he knows a kid with eyes like ours. We cannot do that again.” John admonished her
“I know I know” she grumbled
“I need to call Gabe. I don’t know what to do with this. You both leave soon and I just don’t think it is wise for you to go. If people find out they will hunt you down and kill you or worse capture you. You are not normal. Would you like to sit in a lab and have them poke and prod you Tia? Would you like to become a lab rat?” Mateo was confused and furious at once
Mateo knew he had gotten to Tia when she opened her mouth and quickly closed it. He had to try Gabe again. He picked up the phone and dialed the number, hoping and praying the boy miraculously came home in the last week.



Lunch was finished and plates were clean. Gabe made and plate and took it down to the safe room for Blake. He didn’t trust the man but he couldn’t be cold hearted either.
Mary had ushered the others into the living room to sit. She wanted to talk and wanted to hear more about them.
“Kaiden, can you tell me more about your home?” Mary asked
“Sure thing, is there anything specific you would like to know?”
“I would like to know how safe-.” Her words were cut off by the phone ringing. “Excuse me please.” Mary got up to answer the phone. 
“Hallo?” there was a pause “Oh Mateo I have good news, Gabriel just got home this afternoon. Let me get him for you.”
She went down the hall and disappeared. A few seconds later Gabe appeared at the phone.
“Mateo good to hear from you!” he beamed and listened “You what? You have some people there you want me to meet?” another pause “Bring them right over please.” He listened some more “Yes yes, I will be here, I need to meet them. See you soon.” Gabe turned to face the others and smiled.
“What was that about my love?” Justine asked
“Seems we are going to have company soon and seems they are quite unique according to Mateo.”
“Oh?” Kaiden asked
“Like how unique Gabe? Like us unique or like Blake unique?” Zoe asked her fear spiking.
“I am not sure, Mateo was just really freaked out, and adamant that I meet them. If they are dangerous, well they are coming to my home. This is my territory and I will kill them if they are coming to hurt us.” Gabe said
They were all quiet for a while contemplating who was about to come to the house. They had about three hours until they would be there. Gabe got up and went to his room. He came back with a large chest. He set the chest down and went back to get another. The first chest was black with silver clamps. The second chest that he brought out was grey with black clamps.
“Justine this is from your parents. It has family photos and journals. Everything they wanted to keep secret and hidden. They left it with my parents before they ever went into hiding.” Gabe scooted the grey chest over to her.
“This black one is mine, it is full of everything my parents left me. I would like Kaiden to look through it. Zoe you may also look through this too.” Gabe said. He slid the chest to Kaiden and slid himself over to Justine. 
Mary was back and forth between them and the kitchen. Eventually she joined Gabe and Justine. They all sat there pouring over all the information they were reading. Zoe was amazed at all this information. Gabe’s parents truly were the historians he said they were. They seemed to have catalogued everything. There were listings of all the Dragons in their Sect. There was also a complete list of all the children born, including half-bloods and full-bloods. Some of the names had deaths listed and cause and others were blank. The ones that were blank all seemed to be in the last twenty four years when all the killing started. 
Zoe was overwhelmed. She put down the death journal and picked another. This one was full of all the myths associated with Dragons that haven’t been proven. There were writings of magic use and other things. She put that Journal down and grabbed another. This one was all about the beginning of the murders. This journal told the story of what happened before all hell broke loose.
She set this one aside and wanted them all to read this. She glanced over at Justine and noticed the joy in her face. Gabe was gently rubbing her back and pointing at things. Mary was just watching them interact.
The three hours passed before they even realized anything. They heard the car and the crunch of the gravel. Gabe and Mary got up to go outside and Justine, Zoe and Kaiden quickly put everything back in the chests. Zoe left out the one journal and put it on the side table. They scooted the chest under the windows and went to join Gabe and Mary outside.
They all made it outside as the car was cresting the small hill. Justine went to Gabe and took his hand in hers. Kaiden and Zoe stood to the side and held each other. Mary stood near Gabe shot gun in hand. The car parked and three people got out. There was a tall man who walked with the grace of a trained fighter. Then there were two teenagers with him. A small girl with long curly hair the color of sand stood next to a taller boy with brown hair. She was on the small side but very fit, the boy was also very fit and muscular. They both had a golden skin tone and looked ready for a fight. The girl had light brown eyes with sand colored flecks, the boy had hazel colored eyes with sand colored fleck. All of them except Mary felt the pull of the two full-bloods that stood before them. 
 



Chapter 26
“Mateo good to see you after so long and you brought some interesting friends with you.” Gabe smiled and hugged the tall man. “I also have some new friends that I would like you to meet. This is Justine, the woman I left to find.” He smiled down at Justine and placed a kiss on her head. “This is Kaiden and Zoe, Zoe and Justine are long time friends.”
“It is very nice to meet you all and I can see you all have some similarities to Gabriel here. This is Tia and John. They also have the similarities that I speak of.” Mateo gestured to Tia and John and waved them over.
Kaiden had an idea and quickly turned into Zoe and whispered “Tia and John do you know what you are?” 
Their heads shot up in Kaiden’s direction and they both got huge grins on their faces and nodded up and down.
Kaiden nodded and whispered again “Have you turned? Have you shown anyone?”
Gabe was listening intently and was watching them. When they both nodded their heads yes, Gabe quickly ushered them all inside.
“So Mateo you got quite a scare from these two I hear?” Gabe asked him and Mateo just looked at him in curiosity.
“How did you know?” Mateo asked in wonder
“Mateo they have shown you something that could get you killed. They have put your life in great danger. So if I tell you, then I am putting you in more danger. I am not sure I want that.” Gabe said
“Mateo, sir, I am Kaiden, may I ask you a few questions while Gabe here contemplates what he tells you?”
“Sure you can ask me anything. I am a very private man so just to warn you anything to personal I will have a hard time sharing.” Mateo told Kaiden
Tia and John sat on one couch completely overwhelmed. They did not know that what they showed Mateo earlier would put him in danger. They were just seeking answers and thought he might know something because he talked about Gabe a lot with them. 
Justine and Zoe sat on the other couch watching the two Dragons. They were astonished that these teenagers had already turned. A little jealousy crept into Justine, Zoe was pretty much just shocked to silence. They also feared that they may have been seen and therefore followed. Both girls kept their senses on high alert.
Gabe sat in a chair with his hands on his head in thought. While Mateo sat across him,and Kaiden was standing between them. It was like Kaiden was a teacher and all of them were facing him while he gave a speech.
“Mateo are you married?” Kaiden started the questions
“No”
“How long have you lived in this area?”
“About fifteen years”
“Have you seen anyone else with similarities like ours that you mentioned?”
“No Gabe was the first that I ever noticed a difference in.”
“Do you have children?”
“No”
“Would you move if we asked? If your life depended on it?”
“If I was in danger, yes I would. But I can tell you, I am quite the fighter, I do know how to protect myself.”
“Well then could I hire you?”
“Excuse me?”
“If we tell you the truth, you will always be in danger. I would like to be honest with you Sir, so I am offering you a job and then we will be able to be share the truth with you. This job however requires you to be able to keep a very large secret. It requires trust and dependability and the chance to use the fighting skills you know. I understand you are a great instructor and we are going to need one. I will offer you a large salary and take care of all your expenses.” Kaiden told him.
Everyone looked to Kaiden in surprise.
“Kaiden are you sure you want to do this?” Gabe asked 
“Do you trust this man Gabe? Would you fight with him and defend him?”
“Without a doubt, he is the best trainer I have had.”
“And are we not going to need a good trainer?”
“We are. I am just confused, you are so different from what I expected.” Gabe said 
“Thank you, I will take that as a compliment.” Kaiden said. “Now Mateo would you like to train a lot of people like us? And would you like to be in on our secret?”
“I know your secret son. I am just confused by it. They showed me what they can do.” Mateo confessed
“Sir would you like two million dollars a year to train potential fighters?” Kaiden asked
“That’s a lot of money son.” Mateo said
“Do you need more to accept my offer?”
“No son, I will take the job. I love to instruct and well there isn’t much of a market for it here.”
“Good glad to have you. Now on to the serious stuff, Tia and John did you know what you were before you turned?” Kaiden looked at them waiting for an answer. Kaiden was radiating power. He knew that these kids were loose cannons and they could be a potential threat to Zoe.
“No we did not. We just knew we could fight and no one could beat us. We were and are very fast and we hear everything around us. Those senses are now heightened and we can both feel that you guys are what we are. But you and your girlfriend feel a bit different than they do.” John said
“Yes we are but we have not turned yet, it is not safe to turn here in the US or basically anywhere. Have you ever seen anyone with red fleck in their eyes, or felt the pull as we call, it is will be a little fainter that what you feel now? Well let me ask you this, you feel us four do you feel another?”
“Yes there is someone below us. The feel of him is fainter but there is someone there. But no we have never seen red flecks in someone eyes.” Tia said
“Yes we have what is a half-blood down stairs. You see there is something of a war going on. There is a Blood Dragon named Aldrich who wishes to be King. He has killed all our parents and all of our families. He has sent his half-blood children, which are in the hundreds, to hunt all of us down. There were three of them that came to a cabin we were staying in, to kill me and Justine, and take Zoe. You see, Zoe and I are Pearl Dragons. By heritage we are the King and Queen. We do not wish to rule over you, but your Dragon, as well as theirs, is designed to listen to an order. I will never order you to do something that I know is against your wishes. However I will, and she probably will too, we will order you to do something if that something puts the rest of us in danger. Anyway Aldrich wants Zoe, because he caught her father twenty two years ago, days before Zoe was born. He is holding him hostage. A Pearl Dragon is the only Dragon that can turn another full or half-blood with a bite. Soul mates, which you two are, and full-blood can turn with each other. As I know you figured out. Couldn’t resist the bite instinct could you?”
Tia ducked her head with a smile on her face and John sat there beaming. A goofy grin plastered on his face.
“So wait, you are our King and Queen?” Tia asked
Zoe and Kaiden nodded
“And you’re telling me my parents were murdered? That John’s parents were murdered? And you have one of them mother fuckers down stairs?” She stood and her anger was very obvious. John stood to join her and they went to move.
“STOP!” Kaiden boomed loud and Tia and John froze mid stride. “You will not hurt him, we have him tied up and taken care of. He is the only one that knows the location of his father. We have made a deal with him and we fully intend to keep it until his father is dead and Zoe’s father is freed.” Kaiden said, he was getting frustrated with these two. They were so young.
“Now before I tell you anymore I would like to know about you two. Where did you come from? And what are your full names? I have a contact that can help us track down your information.”
“You just pulled some King shit on us didn’t you? We didn’t want to stop but we couldn’t help it. I thought you said you didn’t want to order us around.” Tia was furious and John looked just as mad.
“I told you I will not order you to do something that is against your will. Meaning I wouldn’t order John to go make babies with random women, I would not order you to go fight alone. I do not want to order anyone around I want us all to be a family, friends at the least. I want everyone to get along. You two are young and you are letting your emotions guide you instead of sitting back and seeing the bigger picture.” Kaiden told them
They settled down and were silent. Mateo was watching and listening, Zoe stood and walked to Kaiden. She wanted to calm him down. She could feel his frustration. Mary went to get some drinks and Gabe moved to sit next to Justine. The air was thick with animosity and Zoe did not like it.
“Tia and John I am Zoe and I am very happy to meet you. There are four more sets of Dragons that we need to find. Kaiden and I are the Pearl, Justine and Gabe are the Onyx, you two are the Fury. That leaves Water, Earth, Blood, and Fire to find. We know the name of the female Blood Dragon. We are looking for her first I think. Her name is Vivi and she is the younger sister of the man downstairs. Please trust me when I tell you that I don’t like him being here as much as you do. But we need him. I need him. I need him to get my father back. You see, up until a couple days ago Justine and I had no clue what we were.” Zoe tells them her whole story and they listen intently. Zoe is trying to show patience and let them warm up to them. She figured out quickly that dealing with a Fury is truly exhausting.
Justine and Gabe share their stories and as Kaiden starts his Mary asks them if she should make dinner. They all shake their heads and she goes to the kitchen to cook. Zoe excuses herself to go to the restroom and checks on Blake at the same time. 
The safe room is actually a small bedroom. There is a bed a toilet and sink and some shelves with food. Blake is chained to an anchor bolted to the middle of the floor. He has enough room to get between the toilet and the bed. He doesn’t have the headphones in and Zoe gets nervous for a moment, she steps inside and closes the door. Then she realizes why he doesn’t have them in. The room must be sound proof. She quickly opens the door and steps back out she tells him dinner will be soon as she leaves. 
Once she is upstairs the smell of the food cooking assaults her nose and she is instantly hungry again. She takes a seat next to Kaiden as he is finishing his story. 
Mateo is in awe of all the information he is given. His eyes dart all around the room. As Mary hands him a plate he is brought back to reality. He digs in greedily as he hasn’t had a home cooked meal in four years by this woman. 
Tai and John look a little more relaxed when Marry hands them plates of food. She then hands everyone else plates and sits to enjoy hers. They make small talk during dinner. Gabe finishes his first and makes another plate to take to Blake. When he returns he sits next to Justine and kisses her head.
All eyes are on Tia and John as they wait for them to begin talking. John notices first and has a mental war. He can feel that Tia is comfortable with these people. He knows that she needs a family more than he does. It is his own feelings that get him to talk. He has grown up with a family, not your normal family, but none the less a family. But it is the feeling of belonging which he has never felt that gets him to talk.
 



Chapter 27
As Blake sits up to grab the plate from Gabe he is overwhelmed with feelings of gratitude and belonging. These people are showing him a different side of what he knows of Dragons. It is so different than he would have treated on of them, and very different then how he was raised. He longed to be the Dragon his father was, not the evil side, but the Dragon itself. He was going to run as soon as he was turned. Blake always searched for way to get free, even if they hurt someone else.



John takes a deep breath and looks up into their curious eyes. He grabs Tia’s hand turns to her and kisses her long and hard. She looks into his eyes and tells him she approves of what he is about to do.
“I grew up on an oil rig. My family for all its worth are a bunch of roughnecks. My father found me on the main platform where the helicopters and such land. I was in a huge pile of ash. Somehow flowers grew in that ash too on a metal deck. There was another pile of ash and flowers on the other side of the deck and there was a letter in a water proof bag that had just my name written on it, Johnson Avery Santana.”
“Anyway my father took me in and cleaned me up. He had kids before that were taken from him, so he just kept me. No one asked and no one cared to question him. So I grew up around a bunch of big bad mean men. From a young age I knew I loved to fight. Even as a young boy I was easily angered and hotheaded.”
“When I turned fourteen I got into it with one of the biggest guys on the rig. I beat him. After that the guys started taking me to the fight ring. It’s like a warehouse in town and well you fight and they place bets. The roughnecks make a lot of money and they love to bet on me. 
Then one day this pretty little girl walks in the room and I was shocked, I just stood there still as a board, something in me was pulled to this girl and I could not take my eyes off her. I guess, I get the term you guys used, the “Pull” this girl definitely had a pull. Well the guy I was fighting took me down. The next thing I know this little thing is pulling a two hundred pound man off me and she knocks him out. She made eye contact with me and it was all over. Love at first sight and I am only seventeen.” John laughs 
“My dad is pissed but I don’t care this girl was made for me and you guys confirmed it. Well a month ago we kind got reckless as always and well ended up doing it. We kind of got rough and bit each other. Next thing we know we are outside in a field completely naked and something is changing. It didn’t hurt we just both got really warm. Then we were these huge Dragons.” 
“We were too freaked out to move and once we fought the urge to take off we were human again. We have learned that it hurts not turning. And well since we haven’t actually flown yet we just shift to alleviate the pain. We haven’t told anyone but Mateo. He talks so much of you Gabe that we thought maybe you were a Dragon too and he knew. So we showed him, he freaked out, and then we knew we made a mistake. And now here we are.” John looked at all of them again. “Now I am thinking it was a good mistake, but still I am sorry for putting your life in danger Mateo, we never meant to do that.” Mateo bowed his head at John’s apology.
“Thank you John, that helps us know you a little more. Do you know what state the rig was near at that time? So I can let the lawyer know. See our parents have all left information of some kind with a lawyer so far. We are hoping that yours did too. That is the only reason I need the information. Your date of birth won’t really matter in this case there is no record of it I assume?” John shakes his head no.
“At the time it was near Alaska.” John told Kaiden.
“Justine, can I talk to you a minute alone?” Tia asks her
“Sure, let’s go outside. Baby and John will you watch over us, but let us get out of ear shot please?”
“Of course, my love.” Gabe answers her
Tia and Justine walked out the back door and headed towards the pond. There is a bench that looks to be far enough out of ear shot of the guys. They both sit and Tia looks at her nervously.
“John knows about my past but, well, how were you able to just tell us how you have been hurt?”
“Trust baby girl. Zoe is like my sister as you know, she saved me. You are still young, you haven’t dealt with your demons and that is fine. But baby girl you are now this age forever.” Tia looks at Justine in shock. “Oh we haven’t covered that yet have we?” Tai shakes her head no. “Well honey when we turn we freeze and pretty much don’t age ever again. We can be killed, but you will never get sick and old and die, you are now sixteen for hundreds or thousands of years, hopefully.”
“Really? You’re not joking at all are you?” Tia was excited to be young forever, but what was still ahead of her made her nervous.
“Since I have learned what I am and well it’s only been a couple days, I have faced my demons in this time, and I embrace this life. Zoe is a great girl and you seem to be too. Really I am letting my guards down because I want what Kaiden says. I want to go to Ireland and start a family. I want to be happy. If you are too afraid to tell us the worst, just skip those parts, we don’t need to know now. As long as John knows, that is really all that matters to me. But the more you tell us, the more we understand you as a person.” Justine tells her feeling like a big sister right now.
“Thank you. You have just given me the courage that I needed. Kind of funny, I don’t need courage to fight, I just go, but talking, sheesh that’s a new thing for me.” Tia laughs and grabs Justine’s hand and they walk back to the house.
John smiles and takes Tia into his arms when they walk back in the house. “You sure baby girl?” She nods her head and goes to sit back down. As soon as he felt her relief and her determination he knew she was going to open up.
“Oh do you guys know about the feeling thing with the first kiss?” Tia asks
“Yep we figured that out and apparently it’s a new thing for Dragons, well as far as we all know, it is.” Zoe says
“Pretty freaky huh? It’s kind of awesome when we are fighting though. John can be on one side of the room and in a fight, then some guy starts to try his luck on me, and out of nowhere John feels me and he is there bashing the guys face in.”
“Got to love Fury’s. Speaking of which, I need to call Charles after this and tell him about the two of you and our new trainer.
“Who is Charles again?” Tia asks
“He is a Fury too and he is pretty much my uncle. He is at home and he looks after all the half-bloods.” Kaiden tell her
“Sweet can’t wait to see what we can do against an adult Fury. Like one that’s been a Dragon longer than a month.” Tia giggles
Tia looks to John as seriousness comes over her face. He nods for her to go ahead, she looks to Justine and she also nods for her to go ahead.
“Here goes nothing.” Tia takes a deep breath and lets it out. “My full name is Tia Carmela Perez. I was left in a hospital in Miami. I did the whole foster home thing until I was ten and then I have lived on the streets for the last six years. I got into lots of fights and eventually had the cops after me for hurting another girl pretty bad.”
“I left Florida when I was twelve and have just been hitching rides with truckers. The last trucker I took a ride from chained me up when I fell asleep. I woke up chained to his bed in the back of the truck and he raped me for two weeks. He beat me pretty bad and drove into a field to leave me there. But once he got the chains off, he had planned to leave me there, so once he got them off I played dead, once he tossed me to the ground I jumped up and beat him with everything I had until he was no longer breathing. I was in the middle of a field in Colorado and wasn’t sure where to go. I ran as fast and as far as I could.” 
“Eventually I heard some other kids in an abandoned warehouse and figured they were all homeless kids too. They helped me get better and I stayed with them for another two years. We traveled all over the place. When I decided to leave there was one girl that left with me, and she and I came up here. She had some friends that had a house here and I have been living with them. About three months ago they talked me into the fight scene. I have been making us some good money.” 
“Well at my last fight the guy I fought told me I could make some real money off the roughnecks. Told me where to go and so I went. It was just me and this other girl that night and we just wanted to check it out.”
“As soon as we walked in I felt something funny. Something pulled me right into that warehouse and right to John. When I saw that he was on the floor under this big guy, I lost it and threw the guy off then knocked him out. Next thing I know I am staring into the eyes of this gorgeous guy and his eyes are like mine, there are sandy color flecks in them and I couldn’t leave his side.”
“We have been together since and he got his dad to give me a job on the rig. We are supposed to leave in two weeks, but I don’t want to now. I haven’t talked to John yet but I know I need to stay with you guys. My Dragon is talking to me and she is telling me that you are safe and you guys are home. John baby, what do you feel?”
“Same as you baby girl. This is our future and it’s the right choice.” John said feeling the confidence in his own words.
“Welcome to our little family guys!” Zoe stands and starts to giggle. She walks over to Tia and pulls her in for a hug. She knows the others can hear but she feels the need to whisper it instead of saying it out loud “It took a lot of guts for you to admit that. I am glad you trusted us enough to tell us and I just want to let you know that I am here and I understand. We were all dealt a fucked up deck of cards but we made it through alive and I think we have a good future ahead of us.” 
“I am going to go call Mr. Steinman and see what he can come up with.” Kaiden told everyone and walked out the back door.
“This is all kind of mind blowing, but honestly I look forward to training all of you and whoever else. Mary will you be coming too?” Mateo looked fondly at Mary
“Yes I will be, now I need to get everyone settled. I assume you all are staying the night yes?”
“Well Um I am actually going to head home and then start the process of closing down the business. Gabriel, if you could come to town tomorrow with that nice large SUV of yours and pick up the weapons? They will be my insurance that I will neither run nor tell anyone. I really am excited for all this to happen. I assume I am going to Ireland?”
“Yes Mateo you are, and I should be there around noon. Is that enough time for you to get them all together?” Gabe asked
“Yes it is. I will see you tomorrow and for the rest of you, good night and it was very nice to meet you all and get to know you. I will see you all soon.” Mateo bowed and walked to the door. Mary went with him and walked him to his car. She was back a couple minutes later as Kaiden was walking back inside.
“Mr. Steinman will call me in the morning with more information. I am going to owe that man a lot of money with all these checks I have him doing. I just don’t know anyone else who can do it.” Kaiden said. 
“I don’t know about you guys but I am really tired.” Justine said
“Come let me show you your rooms” Mary said. She gestured for them all to follow her.
 



Chapter 28
Mary had been busy when they were all telling their stories. The house had four bedrooms and two bathrooms. Gabe went and got everyone’s bags while Mary showed them to their rooms. She put Tia and John in the room closest to Gabe and Justine’s room. She put Kaiden and Zoe in the room on the opposite wall closest to the bathroom. Her room was next to theirs. All the rooms had queen size beds and were nicely furnished. 
Zoe knew no one has ever slept on this bed, but she appreciated that it was here. She lay on the bed as Kaiden was in the bathroom taking a shower. She was reflecting back on all she had learned today and this past week. She was happy, incredibly at peace with everything. She couldn’t wait to meet the others and get to know them too. She couldn’t wait for the day that they all got to go to Ireland. From what Kaiden told her it was the safest place and Blake confirmed his words. She knows now that she needs to let all her walls down and talk more. Interact more and stop hiding. All her life it’s been to run and hide, right now she needs to be the woman that her parents would be proud of. 
Kaiden walks in from his shower and he felt her emotion change. He knows something is different but he doesn’t know what. Zoe grabs him and pulls him down to the bed.
“I love you Kaiden, I have loved you since the moment I laid eyes on you. I have been afraid to open up and all that is happening has opened my eyes. I am sorry I haven’t told you enough or thanked you enough, but I truly love you. You have made everything else in my life seem like it was nothing.”
“I love you too, My Angel. Things will work out and we will be happy. I think I have a plan worked out but I need to sleep on it. Tomorrow after we settle some things we all need to go through that journal you set aside. My Angel you truly are the woman that was made for me. Thank you for being accepting of this life. I am a blessed man to have you by my side.”
Zoe pulled him into a kiss and held him tight. Their lips moved together perfectly. Kaiden pulled away after a little while, the kissing was starting to affect him.
“We need to take this slow Angel. I do not want to turn here I don’t think it is safe. And if you keep kissing me like that we are going to have a hard time.”
“You’re right, your lips just feel so good and I don’t want to stop.” Kaiden pulled Zoe to him and they wrapped themselves up together and lay in silence. Soon Zoe could hear his breathing change and she fell asleep to the gentle rhythm of his chest.



Blake lay there in the dark with his thoughts running wild. He knew his mission and knew that all his brothers and sisters were being called back to camp. They would be preparing for a fight. He didn’t want that. He couldn’t hear them at all but he could hear them walking. He could tell there were more people here, at least two more. Part of him hoped it was Vivi, but he knew it wasn’t. If it was she would be down here killing him herself. She would hate him for what he is doing and she would be able to tell. She always had that ability. She always knew when he was lying.
Blake just wanted her safe and happy. He knew that these people could give her that. He hasn’t told them where father is yet. He should he knows that. They are being very good to him. Yes he is tied up, but they are bringing him food and good food too. The guilt is eating him up alive and he is not sure what to do. Blake also has a secret that he needs to tell them
Blake took the headphones off today when he knew no one was watching him. And the stories he heard come out of all their mouths broke his heart and he felt responsible. It was, after all, his father that ruined all these peoples’ lives. It is his father that makes his children murder innocent people just because they have something he wants. But even if he tells them where father is will they trust him then? Will they leave him or worse kill him? He doesn’t know but he is going to have to choose his fate soon. It is only a matter of time before someone figures out what is happening.



The sun is shining through the windows bright and wonderful. Justine slips out of bed and down the hall. Mary is in the kitchen cooking up a huge breakfast.
“May I help?” Mary jumps in surprise
“Oh Justine you scared me. I would love some help, do you cook?”
“I love to cook and yes I think I cook quite well. Zoe never said anything anyway.” She laughs
“Well dear if you can cook you will make Gabe happier than he already is. That boy can eat a whole cow and still ask for seconds.”
“I think I can handle that.” Justine teases
They make a huge breakfast and are placing it on the table as everyone walks in. 
“This smells so good!” Tia exclaims
“Heck yeah, better than a roughneck breakfast.” John agrees
“John, Tia do you think you can handle breakfast with the half-blood? I have a feeling he needs some sunlight and company. I have a few things I would like to talk about and he is the one with the answers.” Kaiden looks at them
“I will be good.” Tia says
“I will be good, but I have a condition. If he does anything stupid can I be the one that gets to catch him and beat him?”
“Yep, sure thing.” Gabe says grinning
John smiles and nods his head and sits down. They all take a seat as Gabe goes down to get Blake. A minute later they are walking into the room. Blake looks like he showered and is in the change of clothes Zoe picked out for him.
“Alright we are going to eat and while we eat I have some things that I need addressed today.” Kaiden looks blankly at Blake and Blake nods his head.
They all make their plates and begin to eat. Mary and Justine have made a feast. There are pancakes and waffles, eggs and bacon, sausage and muffins, toast and every jam you could want. There are even homemade croissants with little chocolate pieces inside. She made tea and coffee and well as juices. Blake clears his throat after a minute and looks around the room.
“I think it is time for me to tell you how to find my father. You guys have been good to me and I don’t want to make you mistrust me anymore. I want to tell you everything, but I am afraid to.”
“Why are you afraid, Blake?” Zoe asks
“Because you might kill me for what I am about to tell you. Because I truly do want the life that the half-bloods at Kaiden’s home have. Because I do want my sister to have a happy and full life. Because I want to be a part of your family.”
“You heard us then in the car?” You took off the headphones?”
“Yes”
“Now or after he speaks?” John asks
“You better start talking half-blood before you have three very pissed off Dragons beating you to a pulp.” Gabe hisses at him
“There were two different plans that we were given the night we were sent to the cabin. The initial plan was to kill Kaiden and Justine and capture Zoe. But father knew you had someone watching over you since two of my brothers kept getting beat up without seeing anyone do the actual beating. Father knew that you would try to take one or all of us alive. We were to tell you just enough for you to take us with you. I am supposed to find Vivi and where the Ireland Sect is located, and then, lead you all into his camp.” Blake hesitates taking a drink of his juice. He then stares at his plate and begins again.
“As soon as I called and told him she was dead he knew I was lying. It was a code word. Kyle and Kael was the code word. My brothers were Jacob and Sean. I don’t want to lead any of you to his camp. Marcus isn’t even held at his base camp. Marcus is at the secondary camp where he will send all the pregnant mothers and the small children. Any child under twelve will be there.”
Blake looked at the others, the two new ones were gripping the table, and were full of rage. They were very young, but he knew they were strong. Zoe looked hurt and so did Justine. Kaiden looked like he knew Blake was lying and Gabe looked like he was about to murder him.
“I am sorry. My father is in Alaska. He is near Bristol Bay just on the south side of town. The secondary location is east of town. The secondary location will have no guards as I am supposed to lead you to the main location. If you send in the right people you can have her father out tomorrow. And there is something else.”
Kaiden’s phone rang then breaking the tension in the room. It was Mr. Steinman.
“Hello?”
“That is great news let me put Mary on with you she can give you the address and can you have them overnight the stuff here? Thank you”
Kaiden hands the phone to Mary and she quickly gives him the address. Kaiden looks to John and Tia and smiles at them
“Your packages have been located and hopefully will be here tomorrow.” He tells them but they just nod and stare at Blake.
“The something else?” Zoe asks
“How many days has it been since I made the call?”
“Four”
“Ok well all my brothers and sisters have been called in. They would all be in Alaska by now. So if you turned you would be safe to fly. Also-”
He was cut off again by Kaiden’s phone.
“Hello?” he didn’t even look at the caller id this time
“Kaiden its Charles”
This time they all could hear the deep voice on the other line and Kaiden sat there and continued the conversation. Blake and Mary were the only ones that could not hear.
“Charles my favorite man I have some news for you”
“Save your news son, I have some of my own. What is the closest airport to you?”
“What? Why?”
“I need to know where you are, I am coming to you.”
“Hot Springs” Gabe whispers so Blake would not hear
“Did you get that Charles?”
“Loud and clear, I hired a jet I will see you tonight. Kaiden I have reports that the Half-bloods here have all left and ones in other countries are gone too.”
“Yes it seems we have been set up again and played a fool, they have all been called home and are awaiting our arrival.” 
“Hmm well that is good and bad news. Don’t let him speak anymore I will talk to him when I get there. Have you gotten a location?”
“We can do that and yes we know where his father is.”
Blake pales and looks down at his plate. He feels sick now and just wants to crawl in a hole.
“See you soon Charles.”
“Kaiden do me a favor and go turn I am bringing some friends and some need to be turned for what I have planned.”
“Oh? You’re not going to tell me are you?
“Nope, see you soon kiddo the jet is waiting.”
 



Chapter 29
“Sorry Blake but you don’t get to finish talking.” Gabe says and stands to take him back downstairs.
Blake starts to cry and hangs his head low he whispers because he can’t talk any louder “I am truly sorry please believe me. I just want to save my sister.”
Gabe takes him back downstairs and chains him back to the floor and walks back upstairs. The women are all cleaning the kitchen and the table. And John and Kaiden are sitting in the living room. Gabe walks to the living room to join the men.
“What do you think that is about?” Gabe asked
“Well it has to be good. Charles has never once told me it was ok to turn. He always told me that it wasn’t safe unless I was home. I am just so confused right now I don’t know which way to go.”
“Well man if he says to turn what the hell you waiting for, go take her back there and get busy.” John laughs
“I am nervous ok? She is well, and I am not, and I don’t want to force it, and I would really like to fly. I really miss that feeling.”
“Dude you have flown?” John asks
“Yes I told you my parents used to take me up.”
“Right, sorry man was a lot to take in.” John says
They all stand their staring at the girls and lost in thought. Gabe has to be in town in a couple hours and is torn at his choices. Gabe stares outside at the sunny blue sky and exhales loudly. 
“Well I guess I need to start heading to town. Either way we can’t do it until tonight when the midnight sky will hide us from the humans.” And as he finished his sentence, a rumble filled the air, and the loud crack that followed made them jump. The sky turned black in a second and the heavens started to cry big fat wet tears.
Gabe and Kaiden looked at each other and smiled. 
“I think this is a sign that we need to turn and like right now.” Gabe said and Justine turned around and just stared at him a silly grin sliding into her lips. She runs to Gabe and they are off and down the hall before Kaiden can look to Zoe.
Zoe is also grinning and Tia swats her on the butt. Zoe takes a step toward Kaiden and then launches herself across the room and into his arms.
John and Tia just stand there grinning at each other. They know what is about to happen and they go to the backyard to get ready. Mary is confused and stands at the window to watch the two teens dance in the rain. 
The sky is still black and the rain does not seem to have an end. The thunder is loud and the lightning is fierce. It cracks through the sky and illuminates the hills. There is a loud commotion in the back and soon Justine and Gabe are running outside almost naked as the day they were born. Soon after them Zoe and Kaiden come barreling down the hall and through the back door. Mary watches in amazement as six large Dragons appear on her lawn. She rushes outside, tears streaming her face as they take flight and soar through the air. It is fascinating to watch from the ground. 
A second later she is swooped into the air and cradled in huge black talons. Mary cannot tell if this is Gabe or Justine, but she truly doesn’t care. She is flying in the rain and it feels so incredible. She is going up and down and side to side and then is placed back on the ground and a loud roar rips the air.



The skies were once again blue and sunny. Gabe and Justine lay in the grass with Kaiden and Zoe next to them. Tia and John were still dancing away. They were all excited and in a perpetual bliss.
Mary broke the moment by yelling at them to get some clothes on. The boys laughed and got up. They took the girls inside and they all got dressed and were out in the living room. Gabe looked over at the clock and swore.
“Shit I am supposed to be at Mateo’s right now. I need to call him.” Gabe jumped up and to the phone. He was back a second later. “Well when the storm hit Mateo got worried and he is on his way. I guess he got a bad feeling with the sudden rain and left when it started so he should be here any minute. I didn’t realize until I looked at the clock that we were outside for almost two hours.”
John laughed “That sounds like him, he is one superstitious guy.”
The sound of tires on gravel caught their attention. Gabe went to the door and as soon as Mary noticed she grabbed the shotgun and followed him out. It was a delivery van coming over the small hill. Mary pointed the shotgun and the man driving the van stopped. He rolled down the window and yelled out “Got a package here for Mr. Michaels” 
“Mary that is Kaiden its ok, plus his eyes are normal. All the half-bloods have been called home remember?”
“Never too sure Schatzi.” Mary lowered the shotgun and walked back inside.
Gabe walked to the van and signed for the packages. The van quickly turned around and left. Gabe walked inside and handed the packages over to Kaiden. Kaiden looked at the packages and handed the one from Florida to Tia and the one from Canada to John. They ripped them open and started reading away. 
Tia’s face lit up and she started to giggle. John had a very stern look on his face. Tia looked to him and stopped laughing
“What’s wrong baby?”
“Well I am rich but there is no birth certificate or anything. You have one they have one I don’t. So how and I supposed to claim all this money?” 
“We will get you one John. Charles will be here soon and he knows what to do in that situation.” Kaiden reassured him
“Well that is good news, thought I was going to have to mooch off baby girl here.” He laughed and nudged her.
Mary started lunch and left the kids do their thing. Soon Justine and Zoe both slid in the kitchen to help. They made another huge feast and were now all seated at the table. Gabe had taken a plate to Blake before they all sat down. Before they could even make their plates they heard another car coming up the drive. Gabe went to the door and Mary was right behind him grabbing the gun. Gabe did not recognize this vehicle but as soon as the glare cleared the windshield he could see Mateo clearly. 
Mateo rented a large van to carry all the weapons. When the storm hit he knew that Gabe would not be coming. He did not want to make his new boss distrust him, so he came on his own. This was also a big step for Mateo as these weapons have been in his family for generations. He is the last of his family and they are very special to him. 
“Just in time for lunch man.” Gabe called out
“I could use food after that drive.” Mateo replied. Relief flooded him as soon as his eyes landed on Gabe.
They all went in and had a nice relaxing lunch. Mateo could tell right away that something was different about all of them.
“What happened?” Mateo asked
“Got a phone call, some semi good news about our situation, some friends are on their way and we turned. Could you pass the corn?” Gabe asked
Mateo choked a little and coughed his food into his plate. When he recovered he stared at them in shock. The four of them just shrugged their shoulders and kept eating. Slight smiles lit the boy’s faces.
After lunch they unloaded all the weapons into the workshop which was also Gabe’s training area. Once they were unloaded John and Gabe sparred for a while and the others stood around and watched. John and Gabe were quite a good match to watch. John was quick and aggressive where Gabe was patient and graceful. John was starting to get a little frustrated that he could not pin Gabe and his moves were getting sloppy. Gabe took advantage of that and had John pinned to the ground pretty quickly. 
John called a rematch, but they both needed some water, and a small break. Justine and Zoe had left a little while before to watch a movie. Tia swooped into John’s arms and she told him she wanted to watch the movie too. Soon everyone was in the living room watching a movie.
As the movie ended Zoe got up and put another in. She loved being curled up in Kaiden’s arms. Zoe looked around the room and into all the peaceful faces. Tia and Justine were both curled up into the arms of their soul mates. Happiness filled the air and she knew then that she was among family.
John asked to use a car to go to town, he wanted to tell his father he was not coming with them, and to grab his and Tia’s things. Mary let them take her car and they were out the door. Justine had fallen asleep in Gabe’s arms and he was slowly falling asleep too.
Kaiden and Zoe decided to walk to the pond and talk.
“Thank you for being gentle with me”
“My Angel I will always be gentle with you.”
“Flying was amazing wasn’t it?” she asked
“Yes it was. You know it is so much different than being on my parents’ backs. It was a freedom I have never felt.”
“I can’t wait to do it all the time and whenever I want.”
Kaiden paused and looked behind him. “Do you feel that?” 
Zoe stiffened at his words and threw her senses out. “Dragons” she whispered.
“Yes Dragons, I know one is Charles, there are at least six others with him, and a full-blood. Let’s go.” And he stood and pulled Zoe up with him. They were not close but they could still feel them. And they started running in the direction of them. Over hills and through the tall grass they ran. The others were also on foot and walking towards them as the pull was getting stronger. They ran a little faster and they had gotten about ten miles when they stopped. 
In the distance Kaiden saw Charles and Six others with him. Charles also had about five half-bloods with him. As soon as Charles spotted Kaiden he started to run to him. 
“Kaiden good to see you boy!” Charles boomed
“Charles good to see you too and you definitely brought friends. This is Zoe my Queen.”
Charles and the others all bowed to Kaiden and Zoe. Zoe’s cheeks flared red.
“Please do not bow. We are family I would not have my family bow to me.” She stammered 
“Spoken like a true queen.” Charles said “We must do something before I introduce you and please Zoe, do not stop this.” 
As Kaiden and Zoe stood there everyone else got down on a knee and vowed their lives to Kaiden and Zoe the last King and Queen of the Dragon race.
Zoe was in shock and awe she felt the power ripple through the air and her Dragon responded and claimed them as her Dragons. This bunch was now hers and Kaiden’s Sect.
“Now my Queen may I make introductions?”
Kaiden laughed and gestured him to go on. He recognized two of the couples right away.
“This is Bradley and Monica Sherwood, and this little guy is Ben. I believe if you study them closely you will know who they belong too.”
Zoe looked at them and then back and forth between them and burst into tears. She grabbed them in a hug and wept. They both held her and let her get it all out. They were saving their tears. Ben just looked between them a little lost.
“This is Michael and Rosa Stein. Once again look hard.” She didn’t have to look hard she knew who these two belonged too. Her tears had not left her and she was in their arms too. They were also saving their tears.
“This is Sebastian and Camilla Perez.”
Zoe and Kaiden’s eyes both went wide and they looked at each other and then to the couple before them. Camilla noticed and her eyes went wide with hope.
“What is it?”
“I haven’t been able to tell Charles yet, he told me to save my news. Right now I am going to save my news.” Kaiden replied, he wanted to surprise her just as much as these parents were about to surprise their children.
“Well can we go to the house? I know some of us are eager to see some people.” Charles said
Zoe was bouncing in place and grinned wide “Can we run? I can’t wait to see her face.” She was beaming with happiness and was having a hard time containing it.
Zoe ran as fast as she could Kaiden was catching up to her but also hanging back with the others. When they neared the house she slowed down and bounced in place again. Her excitement was overflowing. Gabe came out the back door as Zoe was bouncing there. He walked down to her and stood there staring at the people coming closer. He had felt a familiar, but stronger pull and it woke him from his nap. He did not wake Justine though, he left her sleeping peacefully on the couch.
“Mama? Papa?” Gabe whispered he would know their faces anywhere and he ran to them. The five year old little boy came out and he was in their arms. They all fell to the ground in sobs of relief and joy.
Justine came flying out of the house as soon as she felt Gabe’s overwhelming emotions woke her. As she got to the bottom of the deck she stopped in her tracks when she saw him in his parent’s arms. She then heard the whispered words. “Justine my baby?” Justine looked to the voice then to the man next to her. She then looked down and saw a little boy that could be her twin. 
“You lived?” You’re alive?” and she crumpled to the ground sobbing, all her hopes and dreams have just come true. That little slice she was holding onto was now standing before her. Monica swooped in and caught her before she fell. “Oh baby I am so sorry. I am so sorry. We looked and looked and the family that got you gave you up. We couldn’t find you. We had to stay hidden we knew you were alive still and so we stayed hidden. I am so sorry baby. I never wanted to leave you. As soon as the half-blood we were watching left we went straight to Ireland. When Charles told us you were here we came right away. I love you Justine.” And they wept and wept, Bradley and Ben had joined the hugging and crying as soon as Monica caught her.
Camilla looked around and her dismay was written all over her face. Mary came out of the house to see what the commotion was about. As soon as she saw Gabe and Michael she ran to them. Rosa looked up at Mary and grabbed her tight.
“You kept him safe and alive I don’t know how I can ever thank you. Mary you are a godsend, Thank you” Mary cried her relief that her friends was alive and fear that she was going to lose the boy she raised.
“He is a good boy, he can eat a cow, but he is a good boy. And he is happy now he found his Justine. I just got him back.” Mary wept.
 
 



Chapter 30
They all stood there until the tears could no longer fall. They stood there until the smiles appeared on faces and all the “I’m Sorries” and “I love you’s” were said. Zoe was still bouncing on her feet with a huge grin and red rimmed eyes. Mary ushered them all inside and was fussing around all of them getting drinks and tissues.
“Now while they get their hellos and get to know you in order, Kaiden would you be so kind as to bring this half-blood up here so I can talk to him?”
“I can do that. Charles thank you.”
“For what my boy?”
“For making my family happy and complete. Those two are special to us and right now you just completed their lives.”
“Glad I could do it. With all the death that has been happening over the last twenty four years this felt good.” Charles smiled and waved Kaiden off
Kaiden went to the safe room and found Blake staring at the door.
“Lots of company huh?” Blake asked
“Is this what you were going to tell us earlier?”
“Yep, a lot of us didn’t hunt them down like we were supposed to. We let them go and just tried to scare them into hiding. If they weren’t seen they weren’t alive. But there are more bad ones than good ones when it comes to my family.”
Kaiden leads Blake out to the dining room and Blake is shocked at what he sees. He sits at the table and stares out to the room full of people.
“What is your name?” Charles demands
“Blake” 
“And what was your mission should you fail to kidnap Zoe?”
“To infiltrate their trust, find my sister, and the hideout in Ireland or at least a location.”
“And have you admitted this to them?”
“Yes”
“And what are your intentions now?
“I would like to take you to the secondary location and have you rescue Marcus and the children.”
“Who is Marcus?”
“My Father.” Zoe says
Gasps fill the room. “There is another King alive?” Bradley asks
“He was caught a few days before she was born and he is being held there. He refuses to bite us and refuses to shift. His Dragon is slowly killing him.” Blake felt the need to explain.
“Kaiden as soon as it is dark I need you to shift and bite these men. They are all ready and willing and have passed the tests that I give. They are a mix of all the races and we will need them. We are going to go save Marcus. We are going to need to take him Immediately to Ireland and you all too. We were going to go kill the Blood Dragon but now a rescue mission is in order. We will need Marcus.” 
“I am sorry sir. After a couple of days thinking about it and being with them I told them. I no longer want their deaths. I would like to live and go with you to Ireland.” Blake stammers
“Car.” Gabe says as he gets up to go check it out. Mary grabs the shotgun and follows him out. Michael is curios at this and follows them out. The car comes over the hill and it is John and seems he has two new passengers. Kaiden senses something off and goes outside too. 
John and Tia park the car and two more people get out. Kaiden immediately sees her eyes and rushed over to the new girl.
“Vivi?”
“How do you know my name?”
“Blake.”
“That lying fucker is here?”
“Yep inside telling us where your father and Marcus are.”
“Is he now? Well let me have at him. By the way this is Christian my soul mate. And no we haven’t turned yet. I got a call from a Charles, I was in Ireland trying to find the Sect and found a half-blood in town, I gave her my number and told her to have who was ever in charge call me. He told me to come here and follow the pull. I found these two and asked for a ride.”
“We knew we could handle them if things got out of control.” John explains to Kaiden.
“Please follow me, Tia I have a surprise for you inside.” Kaiden tells them
Walking into the house Tia is overwhelmed with the pulls she is feeling. She looks into the room and sees a woman who could be her older sister staring at her. And the man next to her is crying. Tia looks to John and he nods at her and Tia is in their arms crying and shaking. She knew immediately that they were her parents and not an older sister. The pull to them was different it was like she knew these people before.
Charles notices John and stares at him. John feels his stare and returns it. Vivi walks in the room then and everyone freezes. She looks to everyone and then to Blake who is looking at her like he has seen a ghost.
“Hello Brother.” She says with distaste
“Vivi” he whispers
Everyone presses into the dining area and makes a circle around the two. Christian sits next to Vivi looking lost and confused, scared even. 
“So Blake what have you told them?”
“Everything”
“Tell me in detail dear brother.”
“I told them where father is and where they are keeping the children and Marcus.”
“And which camp are you telling them Marcus is at?” she asks very coyly 
“The secondary location”
“Where is the secondary location Blake?”
“To the east of Bristol bay” he whispers it and then takes a huge gulp.
“See I sort of have a knack for telling when people lie. I am not a liar and my little knack prevents me from lying. If I lie it feels like an ice pick is being shoved in my head. I don’t like pain. Blake knows about my little knack. I am in a lot of pain right now Brother.”
Blake stares into the room and he sees all the hate, the loathing, and the need for revenge in their eyes. He pales when he hears his sisters next words.
“You can kill him now he is lying.” Vivi says and stands up and walks to the living room. “Father Dearest is in the east camp and the secondary location is in the north. If you would like I will go myself and bring Marcus here. I want nothing to do with my father. He killed the only mother I had and blames me for the death of my real mother.”
John looks to Kaiden and Kaiden nods his head giving him the go ahead. John surges forward places his hands on Blake’s forehead and chin and snaps his neck. Killing the half-blood.
Four half-bloods surge forward and grab his body and take him outside. Gabe shows them where the shovels are and they leave to bury him.
All heads then turn to Vivi and Christian. She turns and sees the stares.
“Blake was sending you into the trap. He is/was father’s favorite and would have become fathers second if he pulled this off. I want nothing more than for my father to pay for what he did to me. I know because of him and my other family that you will have a hard time trusting me and Christian for that matter. I can tell you I will leave if you want but I would much rather swear loyalty to you. I need a real family and I already feel that being in this room.” Vivi says with tears in her eyes.
“What is your name dear?” Rosa steps forward 
“Vivi.” She says in a small voice.
“You have the look of your mother, she was a lovely woman. My name is Rosa I was in the same sect as your mother and father. You did not kill your mother. Your father did that. You were born a girl and not a boy and he blamed her for that. Then he went crazy and killed the King and Queen. They only way he could have done that is by renouncing himself. You see you your father was not meant to be King that is only ever the Job of the Pearls. Now I trusted and loved your mother so I am going to trust you on behalf of her.”
“Thank you for telling me the truth.”
“Is it true Blake just wanted you to find happiness?” Zoe asks
“Yes he did at one time. I have always been the bait, because I am the only full-blood child. When I found out what the plan was I left. I knew that I had a soul mate out there somewhere and I went to look for him. I found him in Italy. He had no idea what we were. He is rather shy but he is mine.”
“Vivi and Christian it is very nice to meet you both.” Zoe said
Kaiden turns to find John and Charles still staring at each other. “Charles, why are you staring at him like that?”
“What is your name?” Charles asks John
“John”
“Full name son”
“Johnson Avery Santana”
“Mothers name?”
“Claudia Elizabeth Santana from the journal I got.”
“That is your fathers last name her birth name is Claudia Elizabeth Turner. She is my sister.” Charles says
“So you’re my uncle?”
“Yes, how were you found? How were you raised?”
“I was found on an oil rig in a pile of ash and flowers another pile of ash and flowers had a bag with just my name inside.”
Charles hangs his head and pulls John into a hug. “You look of your father but I can see my sister in you too. Welcome to the family nephew.”



They were all seated in the living room the atmosphere was filled with love and belonging. Zoe soaked this up, she has always wanted this and now she has it, just one piece is missing and she is now waiting to have the same reunion the rest of her family got.
Michael and Rosa begin to share their story. “After we left you with Mary and you left for the US we went to Ireland and spent our time in hiding. We hid in mountain caves and small towns. We left ourselves some money so we were able to get the things we needed over the years. But we could never find the Sect. When we noticed that the half-bloods were leaving we went to a major town and there we ran into our long lost friends Brad and Monica, together we sought out any trace we could find. Finally we felt a half-blood and we followed him. He went down a long country road and then just disappeared and we no longer felt him. So we stood in that spot for a long time. Finally another half-blood just appeared and we stopped him. He looked into our eyes and made a call. Next thing we know Charles is there. Now we are here.”
“We did much the same thing” Monica says. “We put Justine up for adoption because we could not shake the tail we had on us. Right after I met with the lawyer and he left the hospital I felt the half-bloods in the building. I knew he couldn’t feel me so I wrote a quick note and left it with the nurse. I made her go chase the lawyer down and I left the hospital after I kissed you goodbye. We watched them take you to the family that was chosen to get you. We were always close and made sure they were taking you far away. We actually paid them to leave the country with you. We were able to stay hidden and lose that tail for seven years. We felt it was safe then to go look for you. We came here to America and searched everywhere. I found the man that adopted you and he was a drunken fool. He said they sent you away once the money ran out. They divorced and we couldn’t find you anywhere. The half-bloods are even more in numbers here in America so we had to leave. We flew to Ireland and have been there since. We had Ben here ten years ago. Poor boy has been raised in caves and what not. It has been very hard and I am glad we have this moment of freedom. And that we have found you all.” Ben sat there the whole time in complete silence staring at Justine.
“I had to leave my Tia in the hospital too.” Camilla says “The half-bloods happened to have an accident the day I gave birth. But I got scared and left. Your father and I thought you would go to a good home. We came back a few months later to find you but we couldn’t. Your trail has been cold since the day I left you baby girl. I looked and looked and then two years ago we heard about the warehouse fights. We have been following them up and down the states. I got word of a feisty little girl who could beat the snot out of a two hundred pound man and I knew that was my baby. We had just arrived at the airport when they did. We followed them here in hopes that we would find you. And then, my little baby girl pulls up with her soul mate in tow. I am so proud of you baby,”
Gabe, Tia and Justine shared their stories once their parents were done. Tia’s parents were devastated when she talked of her torture and rape. They held her close and cried, but the little fighter that Tia is, held her ground and did not shed a tear. She was being strong. She held on to Justine’s advice and went with honesty. It would only help her parents understand her better. When Gabe was done his parents hugged him and Mary, and you could see the pride in their faces. Justine was last and her father shocked everyone.
Bradley let his wife hug their daughter but he got up and walked over to Zoe. “My Queen, I have never been as proud as I am right now to serve under a King and Queen. You have been my daughter’s light when she only saw dark, and I thank you from the bottom of my heart. I will always remain loyal and true to you and Kaiden. You will make an amazing Queen.” Zoe blushed at his words, tears sprang to her eyes and he pulled her into a hug.
“Cheers, to Kaiden and Zoe, our King and Queen, you have brought us all together and we stand before you today and will stand before you for the rest of our days!” Charles smile lit up the room as he spoke loud and clear. When the cheering was done Charles had everyone vow their loyalty again to Kaiden and Zoe. This time the power was increased as everyone made their vow.
The night went on with the reveries. Soon night had fallen and Kaiden and Zoe had a job to do. They went out back before the others and shifted into their Dragon. Two by two the half-bloods came out and were bitten. After they were bit they would walk away quickly into the field and as soon as the last man was bit there were five Dragons in the field. As soon as the last man turned Kaiden and Zoe took them for a short flight. With the turning done there was work to be done.



The plan took a while to come up with. They were all up well into the night and went to bed once they all agreed. Mary had given up her room to Michael and Rosa. Justine tried to give up her room to her parents but they refused. They had made themselves a bed on the floor and gave Ben the couch to sleep on. Tia and John were curled up on the bigger couch and her parents had taken their room. Mary had slept on the cot in the safe room.  Mateo, who was kind of forgotten about with all the excitement slept out in the workshop. Charles was slumped in a chair, thankfully it reclined too. Vivi and Charles made a bed on the dining room floor and the half-bloods went to the workshop with Mateo.
As the sun came into the windows Ben woke up and slipped outside to the porch. Justine woke too and found him out there. To her surprise Ben jumped into her lap and hugged her tight.
“I am so glad you are safe. Mom and Dad talk about you all the time and I am just so happy we found you.” Ben looked into her eyes and smiled “Your eyes are the same as mine.”
“Little man, I am very happy you found me too. I thought they were dead and then they show up and I get a little added bonus, I get a little brother.” Ben smiled again and their parents joined them.
“He couldn’t wait to meet you.” Bradley said
“Yes he would ask us to tell the story of you every night. He wanted to rescue you.” Monica said smiling down at her children.
“Come we need to eat and get ready for our day.”
Rosa and Monica were in the kitchen cooking another huge breakfast. Mary joined them soon after and they were all very busy. Justine and Zoe set the table. Gabe and Mateo had brought in two fold out tables from the workshop and the girls set those too. Showers were being taken and everyone was going about their morning as best they could. The plan for today was thick in the air and you could almost taste it over the smell of food.
They all ate in silence and looks were being shot around the room. Everyone was nervous for today.
“I would like to come.” Mateo tells the room
“I am sorry who are you?” Charles asks
“I am Mateo, I am sorry once you all came I left you in privacy and went out to the workshop. I am, Kaiden hired me as a fighting instructor.” Mateo felt a little intimidated by Charles.
“He is one of the best in the nation.” Gabe tells Charles
“I see. Why is it you want to come Mateo?” Bradley asks
“Well last night when the men came to the workshop they found me. I told them who I was and they told me the plan. I sparred with some of them and you have taught them well Charles. But I was told that only a blood dragon or human can open the cell that Marcus is in. Well I am human and I am a good fighter. I can open the cage and she does not need to put herself in danger. From what I understand this Aldrich will be able to sense all of you but he has to be close. But his daughter, he will be able to feel, she is his blood. May I ask Charles, since you are not the blood of Kaiden, how far were you once you felt him?”
“About fifteen miles, but the parents felt it at twenty.”
“Right and Vivi how far are the camps from each other?
“Forty miles” she responds
“And let me guess your father knew every time you went there?”
“Yes he did.”
“Right so you need me.” Mateo said “Also I will be able to tell if it is a trap. It will just look like I am a hiker who took a wrong path.”
“Very well, you are right, so Vivi and Christian you stay.” Charles says
“I will draw you up a map of the terrain and inside the camp. Just get in and out quickly. Once that cell is open there is an alarm at the main camp. He will know immediately that the cell was opened.”
They finished breakfast and cleaned up. They then went to the workshop and grabbed the weapons that they would need. Mateo dressed himself in some of Gabe’s winter clothing so he looked like a hiker. As soon as they were all ready to go, they all headed to the airport. Charles had chartered two more jets. The ones that were not going to Alaska boarded the other two jets and they were off to Ireland. Charles had informed them all of the secret that is the Ireland Sect. 
The mountain and surrounding land has been in Kaiden’s for generations. It was rumored that Ireland was the birthplace of all Dragons. A couple generations back they found a book of spells and cast a protection spell over the land. Only those that have swore their lives to the King and Queen of the land were allowed in and out. Now that everyone was sworn to Kaiden and Zoe they would be allowed access.
The ones going to Alaska all said their goodbyes and boarded the smallest jet and were headed to Bristol Bay. They planned to land at another airport that was closer to the secondary camp and hike in. The trip only took about two hours and was completely uneventful. As they landed they all looked at each other with fierce determination and stepped out of the plane. .
Tia and John, Camilla and Sebastian, and Mateo were the first out of the jet. Charles, Gabe and Zoe followed, and Kaiden and Michael brought up the rear. They waited for night to fall before they made their move Michael piloted the jet so he stayed behind and was going to have the jet ready for takeoff at a moment’s notice. Once night fall came they all took off almost in a sprint following the direction Vivi told them. They slowed down a little saving their energy. Kaiden held Zoe’s hand tight and did not want to let her go. They walked for over an hour before they felt or saw anything. Then out of nowhere Zoe’s mind was filled with ramblings. 
“Kaiden do you hear that too?”
“Hear what?
They all stopped and looked at Zoe. She was turning in circles looking for the voice. Kaiden realized what she was hearing and so he spoke to her in her mind “Zoe can you hear me?” she gasped “Yes” he grinned “If you hear anyone else then that is your father my angel, talk to him.” She nodded her head and closed her eyes.
“Marcus?”
“Who is this? What is happening?”
“My name is Zoe, I am your daughter, and I am here with others to save you.”
“Oh my Zoe, my Zoe, my Zoe, my Zoe” he repeated over and over “My Zoe how is your mother? How is my Elizabeth? Is she here? I can’t feel anyone, why can I hear you but not feel you?”
“Dad I need you to listen to me.”
“Ok”
“Are there any men in the area you are in?”
“No only women and children.”
Zoe urged them forward and more quickly
“Good are there any guards?”
“Yes there are four women who are armed.”
“Ok where are you in the cave?”
“The back but I can see the entrance.” 
“Good look hard can you see us yet?
“No not yet”
Zoe surged on and went as fast as she could till she heard her father yell
“STOP”
“What? What is it?”
“I see you, but ten men just walked in the building.”
“Daddy I need you to do something for me because I can now see you and the entrance and everyone in it. I need you to shift and cause a huge commotion. Do you see the man with me in the red and black plaid shirt?”
“Yes, yes I can do that it hurts Zoe girl.” 
“I know Daddy this man is going to come in he is Human he can open your cell. These four are going to come with him and they are going to get you out. Once the cell is open I need you to shift back to human and let them carry you out. Then we need to get out as fast as we can. Do you understand?”
She didn’t get the reply all she got was a deafening roar. Tia and John grabbed Mateo’s arms and carried him forward as fast as they could go. Charles and Sebastian went with them and chaos erupted. Gabe and Kaiden stood to either side of Zoe and Camilla was in the front ready to spring if they needed help. Gabe had his Sai out and was standing semi crouch ready to spring. Zoe was watching everything happen like it was a movie. John and Tia were brutal snapping necks and kicking knees in. Sebastian and Charles were just as brutal, they had all ten men down and the four armed guards killed before they knew what hit them. Mateo held his own too and was at the cage door hands braced to open it.
“DADDY SHIFT NOW!!” Zoe screamed in her mind.
Marcus shifted and Mateo opened the door. Charles and Sebastian picked him up under his arms and hauled him out. Tia and John grabbed Mateo and they were hauling ass to Zoe. As soon as they were out of the cave mouth alarms blared in the air around them. They ran as fast as they all could to the airfield. Ten miles from the airfield the encountered a road block of twenty men. They were all armed with rifles and shotguns. They all froze.
“Block them Baby Girl!” Zoe’s father yelled in her head
“How?”
“Concentrate real hard and think of a huge brick wall”
Suddenly the men looked confused and scared. Tia and John set Mateo down and they all drew swords. Gabe was behind the men before they could blink. John and Tia joined as soon as one man went down from Gabe’s Sai. Mateo strode out right in front of the men and slashed hard. Mateo was fierce and relentless. These half-bloods had no chance against all these Dragons. Now that they were fully tuned they were stronger and faster. The Fury Dragons danced with their swords slashing and spinning. Gabe was more silent in his fighting. Kaiden and Zoe could only stare in awe as the half-bloods were cut down in almost complete silence. Not one peep was heard, only the heavy breathing of Mateo.
Zoe took down the wall as the last man fell and they were off again. This time they got an extra spurt of energy and ran as fast as they could. Zoe made it to the plane first and she looked past her family and saw what was coming at them.
“GO GO GO!” She yelled
The jet engine started and roared to life. Zoe was screaming for them to hurry as a huge red Dragon was gaining ground on them, getting closer and closer. Hate rippled off this Dragon. He let out a giant roar and Marcus turned to look at him as the others rushed forward. Zoe couldn’t help the smile that came to her face as her Father stuck his middle finger high in the air at the Blood Dragon,e4de3 flipping him off.
 
The end
 
 



The Dragons
 
Pearl: These Dragons are the rarest most powerful Dragons. Because they are the most powerful they are the Kings and Queens of all the Dragons. Some powers included Mind reading and talking to all other dragons through the mind. They are the only Dragons that can turn a Half-blood into a Dragon.
Fury: These Dragons are natural fighters they have huge tempers and are always looking for a fight. These are the Dragons that Kings and Queens keep very close to them. They are very good at hand to hand and extremely fast and light on their feet. The can anticipate any move that the enemy will make before he makes it.
Onyx: These dragons are most powerful at night. They have excellent night vision and are excellent at evasion. They do not like to be seen and you will not hear or see them coming. They excel at tactics and maneuvers.
Fire: Obviously these are the Dragons that breathe fire. They have an extremely sensitive nose which gives them the ability to smell everything from fear to grass. They are on the larger scale of the Dragon Race and have massive strength.
Water: The water Dragons are able to control water. They are also able to swallow massive amounts of water and spray up to 200 feet. They are your best asset when they are near water as they can wash away all your worries.
Earth: They Earth Dragons are able to control earth, they can move huge boulders with ease, and they can build a wall of dirt or dig their way to your side. They can make the earth bury you alive or pin you to the ground.
Blood: The Blood Dragon is a special and rare Dragon. Their touch is what sets them apart from all other Dragons. They can heal anything or bring it to its death with a simple touch. This however is the only special ability these Dragons have. They tend to be jealous Dragons and need constant approval from their King or Queen.
All Dragons are immortal in age, they do not grow older once they have found their soul mate and turn into their Dragon. Any Full-blood male can mate with a human and create a Half-blood. The Half-bloods are a need because and Full-blood female cannot breed as often as a human and sometimes they cannot breed at all. Being Immortal in life does not save them all, Dragons can die. Their scales are extremely soft and penetrable. They look hard and protective but they truly are not. They are rough to the touch but are extremely weak. The Pearl Dragons can talk to each other telekinetically in human or Dragon forms, and also to other Dragons. The Pearls can also sense the other Dragons in their Sect.
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