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The Birth of One Turned Evil
Germany 1929
 
“AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHH!” Elke screamed as the contraction wave started again. They were now coming closer and closer together. The pain becoming unbearable she gripped the side of the table. The midwives grabbed her hands and yanked them above her head. They began strapping her hands down above her head and strapping her feet to the side of the table with her knees in the air.
“Where is Ulrich?” Elke asked as the contraction settled down. Worry gripped her hard because this strapping had not occurred when she gave birth to her daughter. Ulrich had been there to ease her pain and comfort her. 
“He is not coming ma’am. He told us to strap you down and deliver the boy to him.” A midwife answered
“What?” Elke screamed as another contraction coursed through her body.
“He gave us instruction to take the boy right to him as soon as you deliver and then we are to un-strap you and leave you.” The midwife answered her.
“This is unheard of……..AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHH!” Elke screamed feeling another wave of pain.
“The head is crowning you need to push ma’am.” The midwife as she looked between Elke’s knees.
Elke knew what was happening with the birth but did not at all understand why she was strapped to the table. This was not her first birth. When she gave birth to Ada, Ulrich was there to deliver her. Ada was born fifteen years ago and everything went well with that birth. 
Ulrich was not happy that their first child was a girl but he loved Ada. They tried for years to conceive again but for fifteen years she was unable to get pregnant. They had a happy life though. The couple did not belong to a Sect instead they chose to live in a very small village among humans. Ulrich was the doctor of the town and people came from all over to be healed by him. No one knew of their secret and they liked it that way. 
Ulrich had grown up in a very strict Sect. His mother and father were always given orders and had to follow them in fear of getting kicked out. Ulrich ran as soon as he could when he was of age. He told his mother and father he was going to find his mate and when he did they never went back.
Ulrich had found Elke when he was twenty in France. She was born to a very loving Sect. Her parents were respected for their talents and even treated humans. When Ulrich came to her he said he wanted to treat humans and open a clinic for people who could not get medical treatment. Elke loved this idea as her parents had instilled in her that everyone was equal. Ulrich moved her to a tiny town and they built a small home on the edge of that town. Within two years they had Ada and were very happy.
Now, fifteen years later they still lived in that tiny house and Ulrich had a clinic in the town. He treated everyone and all the people loved him. So the fact that she was strapped to a table giving birth to their only son confused her. She left the healing to him and he had never really taught her how to do it anyway. Elke was the wife and stayed home with Ada leaving the healing to Ulrich. Elke figured this was a new way people gave birth so she went with it trusting her husband completely. After all he was the healer and knew what was best for her.
The baby came out on the second push and the midwife immediately cut the cord and wrapped him in a blanket. She let Elke see him for a second and then ran out of the house. The other two midwives went with her. In their rush they forgot to un-strap her. Elke still had contractions and pushed the afterbirth out, the blood came after that. Elke began to panic and scream. The blood was coming so fast and there was so much of it. She knew something was wrong felt her own life draining out with every drop of blood. Elke was strapped to the table and unable to place her hands on her belly and try to heal herself. Darkness soon crept over her and she was unable to fight the pull of it. 
Ulrich came home with the baby two hours later to find a pile of ash and flowers on the table and the floor around it. He dropped to his knees and sobbed with his new son in his arms. He never meant for her to die, he just didn’t want her to hurt the human midwives in the throes of labor knowing he was unable to ease her. He knew that Elke would be able to kill a human easily with her strength. He felt so stupid for putting two human births in front of his soul mate. His grief quickly turned into anger. Ada came home from a friend’s house a couple hours later. Ulrich handed her the baby and stormed out of the house.
Ada was confused as she took the baby from her father. She looked around the room expecting her mother to walk in at any moment. When she saw the ash and flowers she knew then that her mother was dead. She fell to her knees cradling her small brother to her chest and mourned her mother. When the little guy started to scream against her chest she came back around and knew she had to be strong for him. 
In the kitchen she found a glass bottle with some rubber nipples and milk. She fed him and then once he was asleep she snuggled him close to her and lay down in the ashes with her tiny brother held tight to her chest. Her tears overcame her and she fell asleep among the ashes and flowers.
Ulrich came back two days later a different man from the one she had known all her life. His once loving nature was now gone and he vowed to kill the midwives who did this to his mate. Anger and rage made his once loving features sharp and rigged. There was no love left in his eyes.
“Papa what is his name?” Ada asked as he came through the door noticing the change in her father right away.
“Aldrich.” Ulrich muttered stepping in the room and closing the door behind him.
“Papa, where have you been?” Ada asked as she watched him stalk over to the table.
“Your Mama is dead, they killed her.” Ulrich sneered
“Oh! No no!” Ada began to cry thinking her mother had been murdered.
“Take care of your brother I will be back after I have taken care of them.” Ulrich barked as he turned to go to his bedroom he had shared with his mate.
“Papa what do you mean?” Ada sobbed as her father came back out of his bedroom carrying his doctor bag.
“They will pay for what they did.”
“Papa no!” Ada yelled as her father stormed out of the front door once again. He hadn’t even looked at his son when he came into the house. She worried her father would not come back.
Ulrich went out, waited until night fell upon the town and then made his way to the houses the midwives lived in. He crept into their homes silently making his way to their sleeping areas. He found the first woman who brought him the baby. He placed his hands on her chest and made her heart explode. He then made his way to the homes of the other women and did the same. He no longer cared to heal the humans. He wanted them all to pay for his loss.


Three years later Aldrich is now three and Ada is eighteen. Their father has become a hateful man and Ada spends her days walking on eggshells, you never know when he will lose his temper. Ada tries to keep Aldrich quiet but sometimes the little guy has a mind of his own. Despite the anger and hate of their father, Aldrich is a happy and healthy little boy. He laughs at everything and loves his sister. He goes to her for everything and she adores him in turn. But sometimes the little guys laughter and glee makes their father mad. When Ulrich comes home Ada takes Aldrich into the other room
“You will stop hiding that boy from me Ada. He needs to learn the way of this world. It is not all sunshine and flowers. He needs to be hard like a man and I will teach him that.” Ulrich snapped as soon as he walked into the room and noticed his daughter taking his son into another room.
“Papa he is so little still, he will not understand.” Ada pleads
“You will do well to mind your mouth young lady. You also need to learn your place. Your soul mate will be coming for you soon and you will have to be a good wife to that man and give him many babies.” Ulrich tells her
“Papa I do not wish to leave yet. I would like to stay and make sure you and Aldrich are well.” Ada begs as her biggest fear now that she is of age is that her soul mate will come and she will have to leave her brother all alone.
“Your mother has taught you well. Men always come first.” Ulrich remarked letting a little pride of her into his words.
“Yes Papa she did. Supper is on the stove. I made a nice stew and have already fed Aldrich. Would you like me to make you a bowl?” Ada asks worried he will lose his temper even though at the moment he seems to be happy with the response she gave him.
“Yes I would. I have decided to open the clinic back up and start taking patients again. I will need you home more now to take care of Aldrich and the home.” Ulrich told her leaving no room for disobedience. 
“Yes Papa.” Ada replied knowing that was the only response she could give him.
Ada makes his bowl of soup and places it in front of him with the bread that she made earlier that day too. She then takes Aldrich into the sleeping area they share and reads him a story. She tried to hide her fear from her brother when they are alone. She wants him to be happy and not worry that someday soon she might be leaving him for good. She prays that her soul mate will not come for a long time. The more time she has with Aldrich the safer he will be.
 
.



 
Chapter 2
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sickness and Savior
The next two years are even harder than the previous three. Ulrich works late into the night and sometimes doesn’t even come home. But Ada would much rather him stay out all night than come home with his anger. He has started to beat both her and Aldrich. If the stew is cold she gets hit. If the bread is too dry she gets hit. If his clothes are not soft she gets hit. If Aldrich leaves a toy out of place he gets hit. If Aldrich does not get an answer correct on his school work he gets hit. 
Life is hard on them both and Ada cannot wait for the day her soul mate shows up and takes her away. It was amazing to her how much her prayers had shifted to wanting her soul mate in just two short years.
She has come to terms with leaving this life behind. As much as she loves Aldrich, she can no longer stay and take the beatings. She longs for a better life. She finished her schooling a few years ago and now spends her days cooking and cleaning. She has to walk Aldrich to his classes and then pick him up when it is over. She has turned into the wife of the house and does not like it one bit. 
She no longer wants children of her own. She feels it will be better to just be her soul mate and herself with no children to tie them down. She definitely does not want a future like the life she leads now. Ulrich refuses to get her any new clothing or anything new for that matter. He treats her as a slave and she feels every ounce of that.
Aldrich’s birthday was coming up in the next couple weeks and everyone dreaded that day, even Aldrich. He never got a gift or a cake instead he got blamed for his mother’s death. It wasn’t really his fault but he carried the weight of it on his shoulders. On the day that should be special for him he always hides in the closet and avoids everyone and everything.
He had turned from a happy boy to sullen and withdrawn. He had no friends and the kids at school made fun of the clothing he wore. Seeing as neither of them ever got any new clothing or even cloth to make new clothing. Both were dressed in rags and the good clothing had patches from where Ada had tried her best to cover holes. Ada did her best to shield him from this but she couldn’t sit at school with him and get the cooking done at the same time.
Since their mother’s death on his birthday the sicknesses always hit the town hard. It seemed everyone in town was sick except them. It was not just a common cold or flu, this was worse and everyone seemed to have something different. Within a month everyone in the town was dead. They moved to another small town and that following year on Aldrich’s birthday the town died. They moved again and she noticed that the sicknesses no longer waited until that fateful day. They now overcame towns as soon as her family moved to them.
When Ada was twenty two they had moved seven times and seven towns had died. When they moved to this town she felt the Pull of her soul mate. He was near and now she was afraid. Aldrich was seven now and he had turned into a mean little boy. He was now the healthy kid surrounded by weak and sickly kids and he took advantage of the weaknesses of the human kids. He ridiculed them and hit them. He was taking after their father in bad way. This made Ulrich proud and Ada sick. She would scold him and tell him that is not the way to treat another. She had decided that when her mate came she would sneak Aldrich away with her. Try and change him back into the sweet boy that she knew he was. It was the only thing she could think to do to bring the sweet boy she once knew back to her.
One day about a month after they moved to this new town she snuck out and followed the Pull. It took her to a larger town nearby. Her soul mate was standing in the middle of town and looked like he was waiting for her to appear. He just stood there looking in the direction that she had come from.
“Hello.” Ada whispered
“Hello to you too, what took you so long?” he asked a smile playing at his lips.
“My father and brother, I am Ada by the way.”
“I am Leon. Why would your father stop you from finding me?” Leon asked confused that a father would keep her from searching for him.
“He doesn’t know I felt you. I haven’t told him you were near. I don’t think he will let me leave now.” Ada replies
“That is our way. Your father should know that. Take me to him and I will tell him we have found each other and I intend to take you home with me. I have been looking for you for two years. But with all the small towns dying, it is kind of hard to get information.” Leon says
“I can’t take you to him. You don’t understand what he is like.” Ada trembled
“I will just follow you then. Now that I have found you, I cannot leave you.” Leon explains
“I must get back. Meet me here tomorrow same time?” Ada asks hope filling her veins. Maybe she could keep her soul mate a secret and just meet him here daily. It could work and now that she actually found him the thought of leaving scares her to the core.
“I will be here.” Leon responds with a smirk.
Ada turns around with a wave and runs back home. She thought the whole run home about how she could do this. She was so lost in thought she did not notice that Leon had followed her. When she entered the house she was surprised to see her father sitting at the table. It was still early afternoon and she had yet to start their evening meal.
“Where have you been?” Ulrich seethed
“I went to the market.” Ada stammered realizing she had nothing in her hands. “They were all out of onions though.”
“What is wrong with the onions over there on the counter?” 
“Oh I needed purple ones for tonight.” Ada tries to quickly cover up her lie.
“Where were you Ada?” Ulrich sneers once more.
“Papa I went to the market. I need to go get Aldrich. I will be back soon.” Ada says as she turns to go.
“He is old enough to walk home alone. Tell me Ada, why do I feel another Dragon here?” Ulrich demanded
At that moment Ada turned to the door and saw Leon standing there. Her eyes grew wide with fear. The fear of her father had drowned out the Pull of her mate so she didn’t even feel him standing there.
“Papa this is Leon, my soul mate.” Ada whispers to her father even though she is still staring wide eyed at her soul mate.
“You will not leave us now and he is not welcome here.” Ulrich hissed as he surges to his feet.
“Papa he is my mate you cannot separate us now, you know that.” Ada quaked knowing what she said was true but knew her father was not listening.
“Sir, please let me introduce myself. I am Leon.” Leon stated as he stood a little taller in the doorframe and stretched his hand out to her father.
“I don’t care who you are you cannot have her!” Ulrich seethed as he made his way towards Ada. He slammed his fist in her face. Leon gasped at what he just witnessed and went to move in front of her. Ulrich was faster though and pushed him out of the house slamming the door shut. 
Ulrich locked the door and then stalked towards Ada once more. Ada saw him coming and ran to her room closing the door and locking it. She was trying to get out the window when Ulrich broke the door open and grabbed her feet. He pulled hard and slung her by her feet across the room.
Ada slammed into the wall then fell to the ground hard feeling a little dizzy. She got up and tried to run out of the room even though her head was on fire. Ulrich surged forward and snagged her by her long black hair. He flung her across the room again sending her flying towards the wall with the one window in the room. She slammed into the window breaking the glass. The glass shards cut into her face and neck.
Ada felt the burn and sting of the cuts but all she saw on the other side of the window was Leon’s worried face. With the window shattered she heard him yelling for her. Her voice would not work however and she wanted to yell at him to go, to leave her to die knowing that this was the end for her.
Ulrich stomped over to the bloody mess of her. He grabbed a jagged shard of broken glass and stabbed her with it in the stomach. He then threw her lifeless body out the window. Tossing out the remains of the only woman left who wanted to leave him. When he was done he went back out to the table and sat there in wait for his son to come home. Things had changed and he needed to let the boy know. They would also be packing up and moving now that the town would be dying in just a few days. He was only home early because he had infected the last one earlier than expected today.



 
Chapter 3
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sleeping Giants
The nightmare Kaiden had envisioned and spoke of earlier was now a real thing, just with a different person. In one conversation a woman who he thought of as family and trusted, had twisted that trust into an uncomfortable thing. The nightmare had just become a living thing.
Kaiden lay in bed worried about this new twist that fate has brought them. Leon had pulled the soul mate bond away from Ada and it latched on to Sarah all by itself, like it was meant to be there in the first place. Ada had moved out into the barracks and Kaiden had made sure to take some precautions before he went to bed. But the worry would not leave him. He had a gut feeling that something more needed to be done about the situation he just didn’t know what that was. 
“Kaiden, why are you tossing so much? What is bothering you?” Zoe asked groggily
“I feel like there is something more we need to do and I just don’t know what that is. But what I said at dinner about how I would feel if Aldrich was living in this house. Well now I feel that way only it’s because of his sister and not him. It doesn’t feel right.” He explained
“Then you need to do something about that. You know what your ability is right?”
“No I haven’t really figured it out yet.” He responded and little confused at why she would ask that.
“Honey you are a natural leader with a strong intuition. Marsali told me that you are mostly never wrong, if you just listen to yourself.” Zoe told him and she sat up in bed and turned towards him. She was fully awake now.
“Well then I need to go wake Alexi and Gosha and speak with them about what I am thinking. Angel I don’t want you to think wrong of me but I do not feel safe with her here now. She knows exactly what we have and where the traps are. What if she manages to escape and she finds a way to him and tells him everything? I am thinking we need to banish her but first I need to know if we can erase her time here and possibly implant that Leon pulled the soul mate bond a while ago.” He mused aloud
“Well go wake them and I will be down shortly. I just need to brush my teeth and stuff.” Zoe said as she twisted in the bed throwing the sheets aside so she could get out of bed.
“You don’t think I am being too harsh?” he asked worried that she might think he was.
“Kaiden I trust you completely and honestly I agree with you. I was not wrong that there was an elephant in the room but I think that elephant grew into a wooly mammoth and we only made it worse.” She shrugged. “This might just be what we need and if your intuition is telling you that is what you need then I agree completely.”
“Alright I will see you in a few moments. Can you please call one of the girls to come listen for Lily? I do not want you to bring her if this works out the way I want it to.” He asked
“Actually I don’t want to disturb them. I will bring her with me to Vivi’s suite and if we have to leave from there to go to the barracks then I will leave her with Vivi.”
“Sounds good, I will see you in a few moments.” Kaiden kissed her on the cheek and then got up to go to Vivi’s suite.
When he arrived at the suite the door was open and he knocked gently before he walked in. Vivi and Christian were on one couch and his parents were on the other. They were deep in discussion.
“Kaiden thank god you are here! We were just talking about everything that happened tonight and well I just don’t feel comfortable with her down there.” Vivi said as soon as she noticed Kaiden walking in the room.
“That is actually why I am here. I don’t either and well to be blunt I want to banish her, tonight. But I need to ask a question first.” Kaiden explained
“Kaiden I think I love you more right now!” Christian smiled at him.
“What is the question?” Gosha asked
“Well is there a way for you guys to mess with the mind? Before you answer that let me explain why I am asking. Ada knows us. She has been watching us for weeks and knows our strengths and weaknesses. She knows what we have here and all the traps we placed. She also has access to the border. I can banish her no problem but she will still know everything. So I was thinking we could like erase her time here and make her think Leon pulled the bond a while ago or something. I just need us to be erased from her mind and her time here. In fact she saw the website so that needs to be gone too.” Kaiden grumbled realizing exactly how hard it was going to be if they could do this.
“I can do that.” Leon said from the doorway
“Leon!” The five of them said all at once a little nervous.
“I am sorry I didn’t mean to scare you. Actually I went up to your suite and Zoe told me I could find you here. I was actually thinking along the same lines you all are. I can’t sleep because I just feel like she is going to sneak in the window and kill me.” Leon admitted with a little worried smile.
“So you know how to do this mind thing?” Alexi asked
“Yes and I can teach you if you wish. I never taught Ada, it was something my parents also told me to keep quiet with. The mind and the soul mate tether were the only two things they taught me in secret. They didn’t really feel comfortable with Ada knowing them. They were great teachers and I miss them dearly. This is the first place I have truly felt safe at.” 
“Look, I know it is my fault I no longer feel safe but it was something I had to do. Ada has always held on to the past. She has never gotten over leaving him and has always wanted to go back. When we found out it was indeed her brother doing all this killing she actually wanted to go to him and scold him or something. I never understood it and a part of me was always closed off to her, I felt like I had to build a safe in my head. That part is where I keep all my secrets from her.” Leon hung his head
“If you can and are willing to do this then I would like to get it done now.” Kaiden said
“I will need another willing Blood Dragon to help. One has to open the mind while the other finds the memories and then… well deletes them or changes them.” Leon explains
“Teach me! I want to be the one to do this.” Vivi said
“Would the rest of you like to learn too?” Leon asked. The Blood Dragons nodded and Leon began to teach them. He didn’t show them he just told them the how of it. 
Zoe made it to the suite and knew right away that they would be leaving the suite. She put Lily in one of the empty cribs in the room with all the other toddlers. She then went and sat next to Kaiden while they waited for Vivi to change and Leon to finish his lesson. It was one in the morning by the time Leon was done teaching them. Kaiden and Leon led the way as Vivi and Zoe followed. Justine was on her watch and she noticed them leaving the house. She flew down to them and it took a minute for her to shift.
“Where are you guys going in such a rush?” Justine asked confused
“We are going to banish the mammoth and delete her memories.” Vivi replied with a smile on her face.
“Oh the elephant that grew into a mammoth? I understand completely. Can I come with you guys and watch since we don’t have to watch for her sneaking away now? I mean you are going to escort her out right?” Justine asked
“We will we are going to have to put her to sleep and then drag her to the border and do the mind wipe there. Banish her then push her through and she will get confused and go away from it.” Zoe answered “So yes you may come and that man of yours watching us up there from the roof can come too. We might need him.” 
“Come on Baby!” Justine whistled and then followed the small group to the barracks.
When they arrived at the barracks Justine and Gabe grabbed robes that were hanging just inside the door. As soon as they walked in a little further they felt something wrong in the air. It was quiet but they could hear a quiet argument taking place inside one of the rooms. Just as they were about to walk in Alex came around the corner from the entrance to the barracks.
“I need to block you guys. Something is going on in there and you need to not be felt. Sorry I just felt a need to be out here.” Alex explains shyly
“Good thinking Alex. Here hold my hand and only block us ok? No one else.” Zoe says as Alex grabbed her hand and they walked farther into the hall. They followed the sound of the quiet arguing and found it got louder the closer they got to Levi’s room. Once they were outside the wall they could hear clearly what was going on inside and Ada was in his room.
“You are his son and you need to take me to him. He needs to know what they are planning and I need to tell him!” Ada whispered harshly
“Lady I don’t give a crap who he is and what I am to him. You have no idea what that man is capable of and what he will do to you once you do find him. Now let go of her and wake her back up!” Levi sneered
“Your little soul mate bitch here is going to die if you don’t get me to my brother! My father was always right! The soul mate bond makes you weak and a prisoner to that bond. Leon taking that from me was the best thing he could have done. He will pay for the pain it caused me when he took it though.” She bit out
“Just let Bronwyn go and I will tell you how to get there but I am not leaving. I will never be his slave again!” Levi said with a bit more confidence. He had noticed Vivi stick her head around the wall and knew they had a plan. “You have no idea how good it is here compared to how it is with him. You don’t know anything. Let her go NOW!” he yelled which made Ada jump and she let go of Bronwyn. The girl fell to the floor as Gabe rushed into the room and punched Ada in the side of the head knocking her out.
“Thank god! Please wake her up? Ada did something to her and she won’t wake up no matter what I do.” Levi pleaded with Vivi.
“I knew you had goodness in you Levi and right now I am proud of you. Any of the other ones would have led her out with no looking back.” Vivi beamed at him as she leaned down and then placed her hands on Bronwyn. She sought out why she wouldn’t wake and gasped when she did find it. She looked to Levi as tears welled in her eyes. “Levi honey, if I wake her up she won’t be Bronwyn again. Her brain is completely dead.”
“WHAT!” Levi and Leon yelled at the same time.
“Let me see!” Leon kneeled next to the young girl and placed his hand on her head. He found exactly what Ada had done. Ada had caused a bleed in the brain that caused her brain to swell so much it stopped. But it wasn’t a move that would kill her. The girl wouldn’t turn to ash until someone stopped her heart.
“You can’t fix it?” Levi sobbed
“I am sorry but we can’t. How long ago did she do this to Bronwyn?” Leon asked 
“About an hour ago, she stormed in and grabbed her out of the bed and then started demanding that I take her to Aldrich.” He sobbed “I wasn’t going to take her I was trying to hold off until someone heard us and I don’t know!” he wailed.
“Do we let her live after this? I mean this is beyond cruel. She killed the girl without actually killing her. This is just wrong!” Vivi yelled and went to try and console her brother. She was not close with him but she was proud of him a moment ago and now he has lost his one and only mate. There were no more Blood half-bloods for a soul mate for him. The ones alive were all his sisters.
Kaiden and Zoe stood there in shock. They were unsure what to do. This was something they were not expecting to come across. This elephant had definitely turned into a wooly mammoth. And this mammoth had just taken a fragile man’s soul mate from him.
 
 
 



 
Chapter 4
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memories
Aldrich lay in his bed of furs thinking and dreaming about the day he would be king. He had seven more days until the three teams of humans arrived with their weapons. He would feed them and then let them have a day of rest before they made their way to Ireland. He would make sure his children were proper hosts to these humans he needed. A part of him also hated that he needed these particular humans.
For now he was content to relish the fight to come and prepared for his victory. He had his sons capture a woman for him and right now she was naked and strapped to a giant wooden X that he placed in his tent. It reminded him of how he used to enjoy taking his mate this way. The woman was a bloody mess and he had already taken her a few times tonight. He had healed and then beaten her more and then healed her again just to hear the screams she gave out that he loved so much.
He laid there and was reminiscing of his youth and the first time he took a woman. The way he took her instead of seducing her made his heart jump at the memory. It also made him think of his whore sister and how she had just left him to the beatings of his father. As he looks back his father was right to beat him and make him the man he is today. He just made him stronger. The day he took his first woman and gave her a beating, his father had walked in on him and his father had a look of pride on his face. That made Aldrich a happy young man.
 


Germany 1945
Aldrich remembers the day he came home from school at the age of seven and found out that his sister was dead. His father pulled him into the house to tell him that Ada was a whore. His father went on to explain that he had caught her in town sleeping with human men and he had to stop it. But Aldrich knew his Ada would not do the things that his papa was explaining to him. He knew she lived in fear just as he did. But there was another side of Aldrich that thought his sister might be capable of going with human men. Ada always did try to stop him from picking on the weaker race. He thinks her capable of this because that is what he was now doing.
Aldrich lay in bed with a human girl from his school. They were so easily swayed into bed since he grew into his body. He is now sixteen and his father encourages him to take these women when he can. As the human girl sleeps next to him on the hay in the loft of her father’s barn, Aldrich remembers the good times and the bad times. His sister is the reason he is the way he is now. If she had been stronger she would have saved him. But he has learned that all women are weak, Dragon or human, they are all weak.
Since Ada’s death they moved around more frequently, never staying in one place to long. Papa has taken on the teaching of his studies and sent Aldrich out to mingle within the towns they lived in. Papa has explained to him about the soul mate factor and that he must not follow it. That with a soul mate you are blinded to everything else and she will only bring pain and misery in her wake. Papa has also explained how his role would be in a Sect and that is why they move around.
Once his father told him he would be used for the talent in his hands he never wanted to join a Sect. So they moved and Aldrich was allowed to do what he wanted. He was told by his father to bed women and if he found one he liked that he could bring her home to be the bitch of the house but she would have to service him as well as Aldrich. The idea of sharing a woman wasn’t as appealing to him though.
One day while he was out for a walk in the countryside he heard screaming. He followed the screams and it led him to a barn that was deep in the wooded area. He peeked through the slats in the barn and saw a woman hanging in the middle by her hands placed in chains that hung from the rafters. Her feet didn’t reach the floor and she was completely naked. This sight turned Aldrich on and he couldn’t take his eyes off the woman just dangling there. Then he saw the man come into view. He had a strip of leather and he struck the woman across her belly and she screamed out in pain. The man hit her over and over and Aldrich almost lost his head in desire. He wanted to be that man at that moment.
A week later he found a girl that he wanted. The thought of having her ate at him. He could feel it in his bones that she was the one that would be the first. But she was rich and spoiled and didn’t even look his way, so he knew what would need to happen. She was a beautiful red head and the way her dress fit he just had to see what was underneath. He also knew she was a proper girl and didn’t mess around with boys. He wanted to spoil her and ruin her all because he couldn’t have her.
He watched her for a few days learning her routine. On the third day he made his move. He had borrowed the horse buggy from his father and had parked it in a dark alley that she always passed. Then he waited on the corner until she came by. When she walked by he grabbed her from behind and held his hand over her nose and mouth dragging her into the alley. He held her that way until she passed out. He then threw her in the back of the buggy and threw a blanket over her body to hide it from anyone he passed.
His father always picked houses where no neighbors lived close enough to see him shift. So Aldrich was looking forward to the screams and the beam on his ceiling already had a chain just waiting for her. He got the buggy in front of the house and then tied the horses to the post. He fed them and then got the girl out of the back. She was still passed out which made Aldrich happy. He wouldn’t have to fight the bitch to get her clothing off.
He got her inside his room and undressed her. As soon as he had both her hands secured in the chains she woke up. She took one look at him and then her naked body and screamed a blood curdling scream that got him excite. He hadn’t even hit her yet. She stopped after a moment realizing that it was futile. Aldrich smiled up at her not saying a word as he undressed himself. She watched him with fear in her eyes and when he didn’t drop the belt he had taken from his pants she started to cry. Sobs wracked her body which only fueled Aldrich more.
His ceiling wasn’t as high as the barns were so her toes barely touched the floor. Aldrich was much taller than this girl so he knew right away he would have no problems. He looped the belt twice in his fist and then let the strap hang with the metal part swinging free. The girl’s sobs had subsided a bit and now he was looking forward to the screams. He struck and she wailed. The sound was music to his ears and he kept going getting lost in his arousal. When she was bloody and weeping he lost himself and took her.
His father walked into the room just as Aldrich was about to have her again. Aldrich looked over at his father a little worried that he would stop him and take away his new toy. But his father smiled at him and nodded his approval. He then walked over and placed his hands on the girl and healed all her cuts and bruises. His father had made her brand new once again for him.
“She is just as you found her once more. Even the maidenhead is back in place. Let me know when you are sated I would like a turn with her too.” His father told him and all Aldrich could do was nod at him. 
His Father came in two more times at Aldrich’s request to heal the girl completely for him. Once he was done he walked out to the living room area and tapped his sleeping father on the shoulder and then collapsed his still naked body on the other couch. There was dried blood all over Aldrich but his father did not care. Ulrich just got up and took his sons place for another four hours.
They did this routine with women for two years before Aldrich decided that he didn’t want them healed anymore. His last toy had gotten pregnant by his father and his father took her to his room. After that he didn’t want to share and loose anymore toys to his father. Jealousy crept up inside him when his father laughed at him for not being man enough to impregnate the female himself.
When the woman gave birth to a son Aldrich went to the closet like when he was young and held the black leather book his father had given him a few years back. He took it to the forest and read all that was written inside. It seemed like a diary to him. It talked of a time where only Dragons roamed the earth and they had magic. This book was also special because it belonged to a Blood Dragon, like he one day would be. But he needed his mate to do that and his father had told him not to look for her.
When he got home that day his father had healed the woman and was already trying to put another baby in her womb. He was doing it on the couch and the woman was willing which just disgusted Aldrich now. He had seduced a woman after this one came up pregnant but he couldn’t enjoy it. He needed the other stuff.
When he was twenty and the boys she gave birth too started to crowd the small home Aldrich left. His father had three more women now in the home and they were constantly popping out children. He couldn’t take it anymore and wanted out. He left the home and the country. 
He was in no hurry to find his mate and enjoyed the solitude of the home he acquired which was very far away from anyone else. The sisters who lived in the home also seemed to enjoy being beaten and taken.
He stayed with them until he was in his forties and the women couldn’t take anymore. He killed them both and went to find a new home in a new country. His one companion was the leather bound book he took. Which had started to speak to him in his head, it told him what he needed to do.
He listened to it but took his time about it. Apparently this Dragon was not a man that shifted into a Dragon and there was no soul mate for this one either. It just told him he needed to kill all the others and be King. That he was the strongest of the races and that he needed sons to follow him, hundreds of them that would be strong enough to clear a path for him. Aldrich knew he needed to find his mate for this and every time he looked in a mirror he knew he was aging. He looked way older than his own father now. He just wasn’t ready to find her. 
When his fiftieth rolled around she found him. He still wasn’t ready but no matter how hard he tried he couldn’t deny her. She told him of her Sect and wanted him to go with her back there since he had nothing. He only agreed because she refused to stay with him at his little shack. She was older looking like him and he did not like that at all. He liked his woman young. He explained to her the night they were to turn that he could only be aroused a certain way and she had agreed trusting him completely. He was going to have to gag her though as he knew everyone in the home would come running at her screams.
After that night she left his side every chance she could. He didn’t mind he was able to make his sons now and went out hunting. He went to the city nightly and followed women to their homes and then would take them until a child was in their womb. He had over 50 sons before his mate came to him and told him she was expecting a child. She had no idea about his sons. The oldest ones were twenty and he met with them in private plotting his plan.
The book had told him that his mate was carrying a son. So when the baby was born and it was a girl he lost his temper and killed his mate right then. He took the baby to one of the mothers that enjoyed their arrangement. She had given birth a month before so she would be able to feed his daughter. He then gathered his sons and led them to the Sect. He snuck them into the King and Queens chamber and showed his sons what he could do with his hands before they even woke. Hell broke loose when the rest of the Sect felt their King and Queen leave the earth.
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Wooly Mammoth
“Kaiden!” Vivi shouted
“What?” Kaiden replied a little lost. He was so scared of looking weak in the face of death. It was the first time he was at a loss for what to do. The shock of what had been done left his mind blank.
“Is the memory wiped still an option or no?” Vivi asked
“Calm the boy down, I honestly think the decision is his. Bronwyn was his mate and we can’t bring her back to him. He should decide her fate.” Kaiden responded automatically not really having thought to what he had said.
It took Leon and Vivi to calm the boy down. Gabe went to get some rope and he and Justine had made quick work of tying up Ada. Levi’s crying had woken the whole barracks and now everyone was awake and standing in the hall. Justine informed them what had taken place. None of them had known why Ada had moved in only a few hours before they just accepted it. Once they were told the story and what Kaiden had come to do they all had agreed with hid decision. Now after hearing she made Bronwyn brain dead they wanted her blood. 
Murmurs started to sound and the crowd in the hall began to get agitated. This one was the second time that something bad happened at home. This was personal attack and tension was riding high. As the mumbles and talk started to get louder Ada began to come out of the darkness. Sound floated to her ears and once it began to make sense she woke.
As soon as she realized she was tied up she tried to reach for Zoe. Zoe had been keeping one eye on Ada and the moment she saw what Ada was trying Zoe stepped away. She then leaned down and asked very calmly “And what exactly where you going to do to me if you touched me?”
“I was gonna kill that King inside your belly you stupid cunt!” Ada hollered. 
This statement bolted Levi out of his sobbing and he looked to Ada his eyes were murderous. He knew exactly what he wanted done to the one who hurt his mate.
“Do to her what she did to Bronwyn and then put her outside the border where Aldrich will find his dear sweet brain dead sister!” Levi seethed out his order. Ada looked at him in shock and true fear ran down her body because she knew Vivi would listen.
“Gladly!” Vivi grinned and stood. She grabbed the rope at the top near Ada’s neck and she dragged her backwards out the door and through the crowd. Everyone followed and watched on as she was thrown down the flight of stairs and then dragged outside. No one disagreed with what Vivi was doing. Bronwyn had grown up here, she was born here and everyone knew and loved her dearly. Levi carried Bronwyn’s body out behind everyone. He held her close to his body and watched Vivi.
“I am going to shift and my Dragon is going to do this. Then I will carry the body out to the border to the clearing. Zoe and Kaiden you will have to banish her before I carry her off just in case. “Oh! Leon let’s do a mind wipe while she is still awake. Take all her memories way back to the day you met her. But remove yourself from it.” Vivi smirked as she looked at Ada’s frightened expression.
“You can’t do that it’s not possible!” Ada screamed pure and utter terror clenching her whole body.
“Oh dear I have many tricks my parent never taught you and I kept them all secret.” Leon told her and she looked back at him with hate as he stalked towards her. He placed his hands on the front and back of her head while Vivi placed her hands on both sides. Ada screamed as her memories started to disappear one by one. It took a while to get all eighty years worth of memories out of her head. Leon took her to the day they met right before she found him. Ada had stopped screaming and now looked at them all confused because she had no idea who they were.
“Where is my papa?” Ada asked
“Perfect!” Vivi squealed as she looked over her aunt.
Leon removed his hands and Vivi stood up. They both moved away from her a few feet and stared down at her. No one answered Ada as she looked around in a panic. Levi ran forward with Bronwyn’s limp body still in his arms.
“Do you know what you have done?” He asked Ada
“What are you talking about? I was just going to the market. I felt a Pull but now it’s gone and I just feel all of you. Where am I?” Ada began to weep.
“Vivi don’t do this I think is punishment enough that she is like this. Just banish her and tell her to wait in the field for her brother and father. Let him find her like this.” Levi said
“Are you sure?” Kaiden asked
“I am. What will happen if you banish her here?” Levi asked
“Not sure. Honestly no one has ever made it inside.” Kaiden answered
“Ada look over behind you please? Do you see that field out there? Go there and wait for Aldrich. He will be there soon to get you and take you home.” Levi told her as he cut the ropes off of her. He had laid Bronwyn’s body down next to him and turned to his left to cut the ropes.
“Ok.” Ada responded getting up and walking in the direction of the field the strange boy had pointed out to her.
“Kaiden and Zoe would you please say the words? I am a little curious and frankly I don’t like looking at her.” Vivi asked. She knew she was being mean and taking a little too much pleasure in the act but this woman had been getting to her for months. The final straw had been what she did to Bronwyn.
“Ada you are hereby banished from this land. Your fealty is denied and you are no longer welcome at our home.” Kaiden and Zoe said in unison. He had whispered the words to her before they said them. 
A scream ripped through the air as Ada took off running as fast as she could but being dragged out at the same time. It must have been painful enough for her to pass out because the screams abruptly stopped. All Justine could see was the body being dragged out by an invisible force. Then there was a shudder in the border that they all saw.
“Well that answers that.” Vivi said a little shocked at what had happened.
“Vivi?” Levi whispered so softly she barely heard him. He was now lying next to Bronwyn on the grass and was stroking her face. He had tears streaming down his cheeks silently sobbing for his lost love. At the sight it made all the joy of a moment before drain out of Vivi and she stared at her brother.
“Levi what can I do to make this all better. I feel so lost right now?” Vivi asked
“I want you to kill us both. I can’t live without this feeling. I could never take a human woman knowing that I would never have this love again. She will turn to ash and I will not but please bury me right next to her flowers. Right here right in front of the barracks. This was her home and she loved it all so much. There was nothing that made her happier than when she was turned and was able to actually help. She wouldn’t want to be like this, please Vivi.” Levi pleaded
Vivi looked around at all the crying faces of the half-bloods. She hadn’t gotten to know Bronwyn at all but they all did. As Vivi looked at the faces she noticed a girl who was taking the loss almost as hard as Levi. “Honey, please come over here?” Vivi asked the girl
“Yes Vivi?” the girl came forward and stood in front of Vivi but she didn’t look at her she turned to look at Levi and Bronwyn.
“Would Bronwyn want this?” Vivi asked the girl
“Bronwyn was my best friend. We grew up here together and when she was finally turned with the rest of us it was the happiest day of her life, until she felt Levi’s Pull. She knew he was good inside and the fact that he was one of the bad ones that were out hunting us…well that didn’t matter to her. She got us all to know the real Levi and their love was unbreakable. You missed something though when you were looking for what was wrong. Feel again and you will feel the life in her belly. She just found out this morning.” The girl told Vivi as tears were streaming down her face but she was strong and held the sobs in.
“What?” Levi yelled confusion and fear seeping into his blood.
“Let me look.” Vivi stepped forward and placed her hands over Bronwyn belly and sure enough there was life in there. The life was still strong and alive. Vivi looked up at Levi and then to Kaiden and Zoe pleading for an answer and help. She then looked back to Levi. “Brother you are a father. I cannot kill her when there is life in her and it is strong.”
Levi sobbed harder and grabbed Bronwyn into his arms cradling her to his chest. The girl went over to him and hugged Levi. She then looked right into his eyes and told him “Bronwyn wanted this life more than anything. She would want you alive to raise the baby Levi. Please keep her body alive long enough to have a healthy baby and then you can make your choice. This baby will need you. None of us can do what you can do for your child Levi. Think about this.” The girl pleaded
Zach and Halina had come down when they heard the screaming. They were unsure of what had taken place and their attention was now on what was happening. They watched from the shadows and heard everything that was going on. Once the girl pleaded her case and the overwhelming emotions rolled off Levi, Zach stepped out of the shadows. He walked over to Levi while Halina followed him.
“Levi.” Zach said as he placed his hands on Levi’s shoulder. “This is hard. I know I can feel it coming off you in waves. You’re so unsure of yourself. You can do this though. You know she would want you to. There is lots of help here so you won’t be alone in this. Please let us take her back to your room and sleep on it. Let her find you in your dreams and I am sure you will have your answer in the morning.”
Levi nodded and Zach helped him stand up and then he leaned over and picked up Bronwyn placing her in his arms. Levi gently took her body and walked her back to his room. The others followed and soon it was only Zach, Halina, Zoe and Kaiden along with Leon, Vivi and Alex left standing outside. They were all quiet as they stood there and watched the retreating forms.
“This is my fault and whatever decision the boy makes I will follow through with it. If the boy chooses to live and raise the baby then I would like to have him move into a home with me and Sarah. That way Bronwyn will have care around the clock. I am so sorry. I will do my best to atone for this mistake.” Leon said as he hung his head in shame.
“Leon this is not your fault at all. This was all Ada’s doing. Nothing more and no one will take blame for it but her. Now let’s all get some sleep we have big day tomorrow and I feel we will need to speak with Hugh and have him concentrate on that home. We will need to make it a bit bigger.” Kaiden stated and they all nodded their agreement walking towards the main house.
When they got back to the house Mateo was waiting on them in the foyer. His radio was in his hand and he looked confused. “Can someone explain the screaming Ada and the shudder in the barrier?”
“We banished Ada. Her memories are gone and she believes that she is twenty two again. She will be waiting in the field for her father and brother.” Kaiden informed Mateo as he lowered his head and shook it from side to side.”Watch her but do not interact or try to bring her back in.”
“Understood, I will tell the men not to go after her and to watch. You will fill us all in at breakfast? You guys look like you just had your hearts ripped out and need sleep more than a conversation.” Mateo stated with a nod not leaving room for an explanation and just walked away to the kitchen. They heard the click of the back door closing and one by one went back up to their rooms.
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Choices
When Kaiden woke in the morning he knew what he needed to do. He immediately placed a call to Hugh and told him the situation. Hugh as always knew just what to do and said the project would be done at the end of the week. Kaiden hung up the phone and looked over at Zoe. She was awake sitting up looking over at him with love and pride in her eyes. He pulled her into his arms and hugged her for a few moments. Eventually they let go of each other and got ready for the day.
The breakfast table was quiet as everyone knew something had happened. They just didn’t know what. Kaiden and Zoe sat in their normal spots and as soon as they were done eating Zoe stood and faced the waiting faces of her family.
“Last night Kaiden had a bad feeling. You all heard how the “what if” went last night and how most of us would probably feel. Well some of us went to sleep feeling that way any way. So last night we went to fix the bad feeling and when we arrived at the barracks there was a confrontation happening inside. Ada was in Levi’s room demanding that he take her to her brother. She was going to tell him everything that we have done. We listened for a bit in the hall not really sure what was happening inside.”
“When I think back on it now, I think some of us were waiting to see Levi’s response. I hate that the trust is not fully there but we all understand why. Well that trust is not an issue anymore. We can trust Levi. He was not going to betray us. But before the argument between them even began Ada had grabbed a hold of his mate Bronwyn. There was nothing any of us could have done to fix the situation. When Leon and Vivi confirmed what was done to Bronwyn we let Levi choose Ada’s fate. At first it was going to be the same as what Ada did to Bronwyn. Instead her memories were torn from her. The last eighty years have been stripped from her memory. After they were taken she did not know who we were and she was banished. The screaming you all heard was the barrier pulling her out. She knows nothing but her life before Leon. She doesn’t even know he existed. We told her to wait in the field for her brother and father. So please no one interfere with that.” Zoe explained to the table.
“What did she do to Bronwyn?” Rosa asked
“She created a bleed in her brain and now the girl is brain dead.” Vivi said as the table gasped in horror.
“Bronwyn’s heart still beats and that means she is alive. Yesterday morning she found out she was pregnant. The baby is strong and healthy and doing just fine according to Leon and Vivi. But last night before we found this out Levi wanted us to kill them both. He still has that choice but now there are three lives at stake and not just the two. We have asked him to sleep on the decision. I believe as a mother and soon to be mother that even if I was brain dead I would want Kaiden to live and raise our babies. I believe all of us women would.”
“Leon has offered to move into a home and have Levi and Bronwyn move in with them. If Levi chooses that path the home will be ready in a week by the way. I have also made a decision and have not asked anyone else. This is mine and mine alone but I will be turning Levi as soon as Aldrich is dead or healed. That way he can see to his mate’s health and the health of the baby. I know I would want to be able to do that if the roles were reversed.” Zoe looked around the table at all the faces. No one seemed to disagree with her.
When Zoe was done she sat back down and fed Lily. The table started to clear and everyone made their way to the barracks. Leon had decided that he wanted to train with everyone else and so the babies and toddlers were all brought down to the lunch area and the half-blood mothers were more than happy to help watch them. When training was over Leon and Vivi went up to Levi’s room and found him awake and sitting on the edge of the bed.
“She would really want this wouldn’t she?” Levi asked as the two walked into the room.
“I truly believe she would Levi. I know that I would want Christian to do the same for me. For a woman and child is more important to us than our own lives.” Vivi answered.
“This is the hardest decision I have ever had to face Vivi. I feel so lost.” Levi sobbed out.
“Son, if you would accept my offer I would like you to move in with Sarah and I. We will be moving into a home at the end of the week. We will help you with everything you need. Bronwyn and the baby will have constant care and supervision. We will help you every step of the way.” Leon explained
“I would like that. I don’t think I can do this alone. But in my heart I know this is what she would have wanted. She made me a better man Vivi. Now I need to be that man for our baby. I hope and pray it is a little girl and she looks exactly like Bronwyn. I want her to know about her mother though. I only had a few weeks with her. I don’t even have a picture of us Vivi.” Levi looked at her with the weight of the world on his shoulders.
“Well I think we can find some. She grew up here and everyone knew her. Maybe we can have something made for you and the baby. I just need to clarify for my own ears. You are going to keep her alive until the baby can be born?” Vivi asked
“I will need help and I hate asking for it but yes. She would want this.” Levi whispered
“Levi we will handle everything we just want you to take the time that you need to get to terms with this. We will come by three times a day and check on her for you. We have gotten back to training and now we are all just kind of waiting for the big day to happen. After that day we can breathe again.” Leon told him as he sat next to him on the bed and placed and arm around Levi. Levi nodded to them and then Leon and Vivi began to leave the room.
“Wait! Ada said Aldrich was in Germany?” Levi yelled out.
“He is with all the others. Not sure what they are doing but we are watching the map for changes every day.” Vivi answered from the hall.
“He is waiting for the humans to arrive and then he will come here. But I know he doesn’t know where we are.” Levi informed them.
“Humans?” Vivi asked knowing her suspicions were true.
“He had me do the accounting once and there were three large retainers sent to specific accounts. I met a hacker once and had him locate the owners of the accounts. Anyway the owners are known and wanted hit men for hire. These men are worse than Aldrich. I mean he is evil and all that but these men kill for pleasure and money. They have teams and the means to destroy this whole mountain.” Levi warned.
“Do you remember the names of these men?” Vivi asked hoping he remembered.
“I don’t, I’m sorry. But I thought you should know that.” Levi answered
“Thank you Levi. This does help a lot.” Vivi assured him as she ran out of the barracks and right to Jaco’s room. She knocked on the door and waited in the hall.
“Hey, are you looking for me?” Jaco asked from behind her.
“Yes! Levi just told me something and I think it might help us when they come. You need to get facial recognition software and watch the cameras like a hawk. Aldrich has hired three mercenary teams. The highest bidder wins type men.” Vivi told him as it dawned on Jaco what she wanted.
“Got it, I know exactly what to do. I need to run to the city. Like now! I need Alex.” Jaco said as he ran off again.
As Jaco ran down the hall Vivi stood there for a moment and then saw Kaiden and Zoe headed to the elevator with Lily. She followed them and snuck into the elevator just as it was about to close.
“Vivi! Hi.” Zoe said a little surprised.
“Hi, I need to tell you guys something.” Vivi said a little breathless
“Ok, let us get Lily down for her nap and then we can talk.” Kaiden answered. 
They entered the suite and Vivi went to the living room area and sat on a couch. Zoe and Kaiden disappeared down the hall. A few minutes later Kaiden came out alone and explained Zoe was taking a quick shower and would be out shortly. She decided to tell him that Levi had chosen to keep the baby and filled him in on that information while she waited for Zoe. As soon as Zoe came back out she told them what Levi had told her about the human men.
“So we will be facing really bad men then?” Zoe asked
“We will but there is a possibly a bright side to it. That will be all up to Jaco though.” Vivi said and she told them her plan and how it might benefit them.
That night at dinner they decided to keep the information to themselves. When the time arrived Kaiden would inform them. But tonight he wanted to let them all in on the good news about Levi. The table erupted in cheers at the news.
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Hidden
“The kid said to wait five days and then try to break out.” Hunter told the group.
“We all know that but what if it is a trap?” Laura asked
“Look we all want out but where the hell are we?” Max asked
“Look I just want to see my kid again ok? We left him and told him where to go if we never came home. I need to look for him. It has been seven years and we led them away from him. He could be alive and I want to go!” Marie yelled
“Well he left us enough food for a week and told us they were all leaving. So let’s try.” Claudia stated as she grabbed the bars and used all her strength to try and bend them or something. Trying to bend them with all her strength nothing happened. “Try your fire.” She told the Fire couple.
“It hasn’t worked before. Trust me we have tried.” Max stated. “We all had children around the same time and ours we left in a hospital after she was born. Don’t you think in the last nineteen years of being in this cage that we have tried?”
“Well we have only been here for about seven years and in those seven we have never been left alone this long. Were you guys left like this before we got here?” Julio asked
“No there was always an armed guard standing at the mouth of the cave sometimes three of them. We stayed quiet because they threatened our kids. They seemed to know we had them. So we stayed quiet and wouldn’t tell him where they were. Not to mention that we saw the logic in that. His father thought that we along with our children were dead. The three that caught us in the truck said they were doing this for our safety. I never liked it but I understood it. Those three kept us in cages but they also hid us from their father.” Clover told the group.
“Try again, please?” Claudia asked. “Or send it to my bars and I will see if that weakens them. Just please try something. If it works we need to contact my brother. I haven’t told you guys about him because of them but my brother is in the Ireland Sect. He will know what to do and I know how to contact him.”
“What? That is the place they can’t find and are looking for!” Max yelled
“Why do you think I have kept it quiet? Look he went with his mate and that is where she lived. I went with mine to his Sect. He probably thinks I am dead. We need to get out and find a town and then borrow a phone. He will come, I know he will.” Claudia demanded
That gave the group a surge of new hope and Laura was the one to send the fire over to Claudia’s cell. She used normal fire at first and noticed that when Claudia would kick nothing was happening. Frustration was seeping off her in waves. Not to mention that she hasn’t touched her own mate in nineteen years. They kept all the couple across from one another with no chance of touching one another. She wanted out.
“Love, try Dragon Fire.” Max told his mate as he saw how frustrated she was getting. Max was on the same row as Claudia so there was no way that he could shoot his fire to her cell. Max watched as his mate changed her stance and determination coursed through her veins showing in her face. Her fire changed from orange to purple and Claudia kicked after about five minutes and the cell door went flying into another cell.
The group yelled and some cried. Hope had blossomed in them and a new feeling came over them. Max drew his Dragon Fire is his hands and threw it at the cell door in front of him. He let it heat for a little longer as he did not possess a Fury strength and Claudia could not touch the fire without getting burned. After ten minutes he looked to Claudia who was jumping around the cave with glee radiating from her.
“Claudia a little bit of help here? You kick to door in towards me and I will hold it so that I don’t get smashed.” Max came up with a plan in his head and saw it all play out.
“Right! Sorry I am a little excited over here.” Claudia danced over to his cell. She waited for him to grab a hold of it with a firm grip and she kicked as hard as she could. The door flew into Max crashing him into the back of the cell. He didn’t care though and he ran to the side of his mate’s cell. She was already heating her cell door so she couldn’t acknowledge his touch just yet. But It did give her knew hope when he reached in and stroked her arm.
“You ready Laura?” Claudia asked
“You have no idea how ready I am.” Laura said as she smiled at her mate and held on to the door. She placed a foot to the back of the cell hoping that would help her instead of getting smashed like Max did. Laura nodded when she was ready and Claudia kicked. Laura closed her eyes at the impact that jarred up her arms but she didn’t go flying. She just stood there with the door hanging loose in her grasp. When she opened her eyes she dropped the door and ran out of her cell into her mates arms.
“How are the rest of us going to get out?” Julio asked a little worried that they would leave the rest of them.
“We will heat and hold and Claudia kicks. Just stay to the side of the cell in case one of us can’t hold on to it. She has a wicked kick even after being in here for the last eighteen years.” Max responded
The group worked together and got all the doors off. The couples ran into each other’s arms and held tight. Claudia didn’t have a mate any longer so she let them have their time a little jealous but she was anxious to get going. This was her hell for eighteen years and she had no idea if her son was alive or not. She had gotten caught when her mate had gotten away with little John and a friend of theirs. She felt her mate die about a month later though and she cried herself to sleep for years after that. Once she gathered all the food she could she looked to the hugging and kissing couples.
“Alright guys let’s get this show on the road. We have no idea where we are.” Claudia said as she walked to the mouth of the cave. All she knew was that it was cold and icy where they were held. There was a boulder placed at the mouth of the cave and so she looked to the Earth couple for a little help. They both worked together to move the boulder. As the group walked out of the cave they were met with a barren icy landscape. Nothing was around them and she wasn’t even sure how the men got them there in the first place or how they always came with food.
The Water couple, Marie and Julio, felt the ice and then told them that the earth started to grow about three hundred miles east of where they were. They all agreed that shifting was much needed and necessary for this to work. All that was in their cells were blankets and the food that was brought out with them. The group quickly undressed and rolled their clothing into the blankets. They stood a good distance apart and shifted. Most screamed out in pain as they haven’t shifted in so long. Once they were all in Dragon form they spread their wings while grabbing the rolled blankets in their claws. They flew high in the clouds just in case there were any humans out that might see them.
When land came into view they remained in the clouds until they saw a small farm. They knew that is was an active farm because the house had smoke lifting out of the chimney and all the animals were out eating out of the troughs. They were unsure of the time or even what day of the week or even what month it was. They flew to the forest and shifted back to human, quickly putting their clothing that they had rolled into the blankets back on. They walked through the forest towards the farm. When they arrived at the farm the man of the farm stared at them like he knew something.
“Can I help you?” the man asked
“Could we use your phone sir?” Claudia asked with a prize winning smile on her face.
“The camp has been deserted for a week or so. Were you held there?” the man asked.
“What camp? What are you talking about?” Max asked the man.
“Look I am not going to harm you but it is not safe here. I was hired to keep watch on the camp. I have pieced things together and well you two have the same flecks in your eyes as the parents of the girl. Her human parents hired me to watch the camp and report in once a week. But I haven’t been able to get a hold of them since all of them came back and then just as quick they left again. I just know there is something about you all that is the same as them. The camp guys, the parents and the girl. I have a phone right here. It is a satellite phone and will reach anywhere you need to call. Please come inside and get warmed up.” The man asked them.
“Where is this camp?” Rage filled Claudia as all the pieces dropped into place for her.
“It is about three miles from here but you can’t go in. The place is one huge booby trap. There is C4 wired all over it with sensors that are armed when he is away.” 
“He is away now correct?” Claudia asked
“He is.”
“Is there anyone around this camp? Like are houses with families near?” Claudia asked 
“There is not for a good hundred miles. What are you going to do?” the man asked a little worried.
“A big oops!” Claudia laughed. “Please lead the way good sir? For your help and for the help you have always given you will be compensated a good amount as soon as I get a hold of my brother.”
The man led the way to the camp and then quickly returned to his farm after he pointed the camp out to the group. They said they would return and he believed them. For one they had not made their call yet.
Claudia crept through the woods towards the camp with the rest of the group close behind her. She smelled the explosives once they broke into the clearing. They all used their eyesight as the spotted all the semi hidden explosives.
“I think the only safe way for us to do this is you two. Throw fire balls in there and then we run like the wind back to the farm. Use his phone and see what Charles has to say.” Claudia said
“Alright let’s back up and we will begin.” Max said completely agreeing with Claudia.
As they went to step back into the trees they all heard the ominous click. No one moved as they all looked down at their feet. Under Clover’s foot was a hidden plate. She looked devastated and scared.
“RUN NOW!” Claudia screamed as they all took off into the forest and the concussion of the explosion sent them flying. They all quickly recovered and ran as fast as they could back to the farm. Once they reached the farm the man was standing there with his mouth hanging open. 
“What time is it here?” Claudia asked
“Well it’s summer so the sun doesn’t really set. It’s four in the morning.” He replied
Claudia did the math in her head and quickly realized it would be the perfect time to call Charles. She reached her hand out and the man handed her the phone. Excitement buzzed in her ears as she dialed the one number she memorized so long ago and hoped that he hadn’t changed it.
 
 
 



 
Chapter 8
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Phone Call
The shrilling ringing of Charles’s personal cell phone interrupted the sparring match he was having with Sebastian. He tried to ignore it as they were in a series of moves that neither had tried before and Sebastian was getting the upper hand on him. He looked over near his things and saw John watching the sparring.
“John you mind grabbing that for me?” Charles mumbled as he changed positions.
“Hello? Uncle Charles’s phone this is John what can I do for you?” John laughed out into the phone.
“John? You said your name was John? And you said Uncle Charles?” the woman on the other line asked in a shocked voice.
“Yes my name is John and Charles is my Uncle. Who is this?” John asked curiously back at the woman.
“John …John my sweet little baby” the woman was some sobbing as John listened getting even more confused. “You’re alive!”
“Who is this?” John asked a little scared now.
“Claudia. Your mother.” She replied and John dropped the phone.
Charles stood as he heard the squealing coming out of the phone. When John dropped the phone and looked like a ghost was on the other line it worried him. “Who is that John?”
“C-C-Claudia. My mother, she said she was my mother.” John stuttered out.
“What?” Charles ran forward and grabbed the phone. “Claudia?”
“Oh Charles you have him? Is it really my John?” Claudia asked
“Yes it is him. He is an amazing young man. He found his mate and the poor sap is seventeen forever now. Where are you? I will come get you!” John was elated that his sister was alive.
“We are in Alaska at a farm. The farm belongs to a man that has been watching the camp those half-bloods lived at. We just blew it up. How soon can you come?” Claudia asked
“What do you mean we? How many of you are there?” Charles asked
“There are seven of us total. Charles what has been happening? I have been held prisoner here for the last eighteen years. One couple, they are Water Dragons. They have been here for twenty. The Fire ones nineteen years and the last is an Earth couple they have been with us for seven years. They want to go find their kids Charles. The Earth Couple had a twelve year old boy and they have no clue where he is. The other ones had to leave theirs at birth.” Claudia explained
“What are the names of their Children?” Charles asked
“What do names matter Charles? They want to leave and find them.” Claudia snapped at her brother.
“Just ask them please?” Charles said with a smile knowing that he was about to make some people very happy.
The phone was covered and he heard muffled voices. A moment Claudia came back on. “The Fire couple has a daughter they named her Alexandria. The Earth couple has a boy and his name is Quinn. The Water couple has a boy named Oliver.” She told him.
“That is what I thought. I am on my way to you all. Their children are here and safe with their mates. Now who did the man work for?” Charles asked
The phone went muffled again as Claudia told the others. Charles heard mothers scream and the fathers cry. He then heard some rustling and then a muffled conversation. “He said he worked for a couple named Durand but the location was provided by an Emery and Kendal? Does that help you?” Claudia asked.
“More than you know dear sister. I will fill you all in once I have you again. Now stay tight we are on our way.” Charles told her and they hung up the phone shortly after. John was still white as a ghost as he sat there staring off into space. “You ok John?” Charles asked him.
“Was that really her?” John asked
“That was definitely her! And we have a surprise for a few others.” Charles told him.
“Whose ashes were on the deck then? I was found in one pile and there was another.” John wondered aloud
“I am not sure and only she could know. Now we need to go tell Kaiden and tell Kevin to get the jet ready. Do you want to go with me to get her?” Charles asked his nephew.
“Hell yeah, more than you know!” John’s color came rushing back to him as he stood up and then took off towards the lunch area.
Charles followed him out and found everyone looking at John oddly. First he walked over to Kevin and made Kevin follow him over to Kendal and Emery. He got the location of the farm and then told Kevin to get a jet ready to leave right away. Charles also reminded him to put the proper coordinates in. This was going to be a quick in and out mission. Charles then walked over to Kaiden and Zoe and pulled them away from everyone else. He wanted to keep the surprise to himself about the parents. He was going to tell Kaiden and Zoe but he didn’t want them to tell anyone else.
“What’s going on Charles? What the hell is wrong with John?” Zoe asked
“Well he just spoke to his mother for the first time.” Charles stated and both Kaiden and Zoe looked at him like he grew another head.
“What do you mean?” Kaiden asked
“I mean she escaped some confine with six others, three couples. You know how we couldn’t feel Marcus? I am thinking they were in something similar. Anyway Claudia and the others escaped and I am going to get them. Oh and these couples are parents. Their children are Alex, Quinn and Oliver. I want you to keep this quiet. I am going to take Charles with me but only because he spoke to her. If he hadn’t I wouldn’t tell him either.” Charles explained.
“Oh they are going to be so surprised. We will stay quiet. You know I love surprises. Now it is going to take you about what fourteen hours? Ok Kaiden and I will wait for you at the normal spot. Just be very careful when you land. We don’t know when he will be here and if he has people looking for us. Hurry back Charles and be safe.” Zoe smiled and gave Charles a huge hug.
Once they were boarded and the jet took off John paced the aisle. He was lost in his head and the smile on his face was something Tia only saw once in a blue moon. Hope was there though and knew the feeling well herself. She remembered well seeing her mother and father for the first time that day. The same day her life changed for the better. Tia sat with Charles as she was not letting her mate go anywhere alone. Especially now, he was with her the day she met her parents and she wanted to be there for him when he was reunited with his mom. 
Kevin took the fastest jet they had out of the two and was landing in a small field near the farm hours later. As soon as the plane landed John shot out the door and ran to the Pulls he felt only a short distance away. Tia and Charles were a bit shocked at his departure from the plane and scrambled out to follow him.
John blindly ran until he saw a woman that could only be his mother and she was running towards him too. They collided into each other and they wept as they held one another. Tia watched as six more people walked out of the forest and she could tell right away what John was keeping a huge secret. It wasn’t only John’s mother that lived. 
Charles ran to his sister and swept her into a huge bear hug. Tia gestured for the three couples to get on the plane as they passed she introduced herself and they did also. When Charles was done he walked into the jet and introduced himself. John and Claudia took a bit longer but eventually made their way to the plane.
“Mom, this is Tia, my mate.” John introduced them. “Tia this is my mom, Claudia.” He had the biggest smile Tia had ever seen plastered on his face. Pure pride and joy only a child could have for their parent. Much the same was on her face for her son.
“Oh you are a gorgeous little thing. Thank you for taking care of my boy.” Claudia boasted and then hugged Tia.
“I am so glad to meet you. I know you guys want to continue this but there are three kids who we have a surprise for. John didn’t tell anyone who we were getting. He just told us that it was you.” Tia smiled and ushered them inside. She was happy to meet Claudia but she didn’t feel safe here.
“Oh! Well let’s get going then.” Claudia said as she ran into the jet and sat next to her brother. Tia and John took the seat across from them.
As soon as the jet was in the air the questions started. Everyone wanted to know what was happening. Some knew a little bit but no one truly knew anything. They had been locked in cages for so long the only ones who really knew anything were Marie and Julio. They were only there for seven years.
John explained the gist of Aldrich and what they were doing in Ireland. He assured them that all their questions would be answered as soon as they landed and had breakfast. After that most fell asleep and didn’t wake until the jet landed in the open field right before the border. Charles opened the door when they came to a stop and Kaiden and Zoe walked into the jet.
Charles explained why they had stopped and what needed to happen before they could enter. No one had a problem and soon the group as one took a knee and swore fealty. Charles went to the door to close it and thought it odd that he did not feel Ada’s Pull.
“Did Ada leave the field?” Charles asked
“She must have. We didn’t feel it either when we walked out.” Kaiden said as he sat and the jet rolled forward into the border of their land. Parking the jet right next to the other in the small airfield. 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 9
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feeling Lost
Ada woke in the dead of night. She wasn’t sure how long she had been out and only remembered snippets of what had happened to her. She remembered being told to wait in this field. She remembered running for the field and then an excruciating pain forcing her to move faster. So fast that she couldn’t keep up and the pain had caused her to pass out.
She doesn’t remember anything else. What she does remember is dropping Aldrich off at school and then going to the market for something. She just didn’t know what that something was. Now she was in a field in the middle of nowhere and was wearing strange clothing. 
Why was she is pants? Only men wore pants. Her father was going to beat her when he saw her in these clothes. That she knew as fact. She also knew he was going to beat her for being gone so long and she wasn’t even sure how long that was. She felt different though. Stronger and more herself, she felt one with her Dragon that was usually asleep inside her. 
She stood and looked around the field she was in. There was absolutely nothing here for hundreds of miles around. There was an ocean and rolling hills behind her that led to a large mountain. There was also a forest that she could see but nothing was familiar to her. This scared her more than being alone and in men’s clothing.
She ripped the clothing from her body and concentrated on the new feelings inside her. She felt a calm but burning sensation and felt a ripple rip through her skin. She looked down and saw the grass but she seemed to grow ten feet as she was now a lot higher off the ground. She began to panic and turned around. A tail was behind her and that scared her even more and she began to run from it. As she ran she realized that the tail was attached. She lifted a hand and saw it was a claw. She screamed but a roar ripped from her throat instead. She quickly shut her mouth.
She thought on everything she knew. You needed your soul mate to turn. You could only turn after sex and she was still a virgin. How was she a Dragon? Something happened to her but she couldn’t remember anything. She pondered this a moment. She was away from her father and the beatings. She was away from the mean little boy that Aldrich turned into and she was free. Somehow she was a Dragon without a soul mate and frankly that was fine with her. She knew men would treat her just like her Papa did and she didn’t want to live like that.
She could start over. She could find a Sect and join them and never have to go back to the nastiness she knew her home to be. She didn’t have to cook and clean and waste her life waiting on her father anymore. She could start over and that was the best feeling she had ever felt. Ada made her mind up she was going to fly far away and be free. She knew she didn’t have anything and that didn’t matter to her.
Ada took off into the sky. She flew in circles for a while dipping low and then shooting back up into the sky. She then got a good distance into the sky and hovered there picking a direction. To her left was a mountain that looked peaceful and to her right was nothing but farm land and fields. In front of her was the ocean and behind her were lots of lights. Flying towards the mountain looked like the best thing. She could find a cave and hide there during the day. She picked up the clothing she had discarded and headed towards the mountain.
She got closer and closer and then ran into some invisible wall. The uncontrollable urge to go home overcame every thought in her head. She has to get home. But the way home is through the mountain. She tries again and the urge to come home overwhelms her even more. Her Dragon takes off towards the ocean and she flies in the direction only her Dragon knows, home.
Ada flew high in the clouds knowing she has to stay hidden. She feels no Pull of any other Dragon and she passed over lands she has never seen before. She can see though that things have changed. Tall buildings dominate most areas and some areas are all farm land. There are strange black roads that lead all over with little object with lights in front and in back of them were moving on them. 
The sun has started to peak over the clouds and the sky turns a lovely shade of blue. Ada keeps in the clouds as she passes over all these strange lands. The hours pass and she starts to feel tired and weak. Not to mention very hungry. She finds a mountain area and as fast as she can she shoots for it. She quickly finds a cave and runs inside it. She shifts back to her human skin and dresses back into the strange clothing that she had on once before. Once she is dressed she walks out of the cave to look for some food.
Below the cave she sees that there is a farm not too far away. Ada climbs down the mountain and runs to the farm. On the very edge is a line of trees that are full of ripe fruits she hasn’t seen before. She plucks them from the trees and fills them in her shirt and hands. She knows she is not far from her home in Germany. So she decided to go back to the cave and sleep the day off. Ada knows that it is probably safer at night to travel. She walks slowly filling herself with the fruit she got. There is extra for when she wakes up tonight. She will be able to eat again before she takes flight.
The overwhelming need to get home was still in her and her brain seems to be acting on auto pilot. All she could think about was home and the fastest way to get there. It was like a mantra in her head. Home..Home..Home..Home. That is all she could think of as she got to the cave. It was a small cave but she knew she could shift inside of it and her Dragon would fit. That was what was important to her. She lies on the stone floor and quickly fell asleep. Her dreams were filled with visions of her home and the surrounding area. The small homes and the markets that were near her home were all that she dreamt of. 
When she woke the sun was falling and sunset had come. She watched they sky and ate the fruit she had gotten earlier in the day. When night finally came upon her she once again got naked and bundled the clothing up. She concentrated on her Dragon once more and soon the ripple feeling ran over her skin and she opened her eyes. She grabbed the clothing into her claw stepped to the mouth of the cave taking off into the air.
She flew in the clouds again and was over the ocean again shortly after she took flight. A few hours later she saw land and was quickly approaching it. She was now only a few hours from her home and she felt relief at the thought. When she flew into Germany the feeling of needing to get home left her and she was unsure of where she was. She knew she didn’t want to come back here. This was the worst place she could have come and she didn’t even know why she had come. Confusion once again overwhelmed her.
She flew south wanting to get away from this horrid land. After a few hours more she knew the sun was about to come up. She scrambled trying to locate a place to hide. She pushed herself more and more. An hour later she felt the Pull. It was a familiar one and she knew it was her little brother Aldrich. But there were lots of other Pulls with him. That was odd to her because he was only a little boy and there were no other Dragons near her home. The other Pulls were weak compared to the one she knew so well. She had to get away though she did not want to go back. She did not want to go back to the beatings and serving her father’s every whim.
Ada turned herself around to go west and then a red Dragon appeared before her grabbing her tail in his mouth. She knew it was Aldrich by the Pull of it but she wondered how that could be, he was only a boy. The Dragon pulled on her tail and brought her down with him. She tried to fly away but he was much stronger. The Dragon landed and tossed her to the ground. Then he grabbed her with his front claws. He did something to her because the next thing she knew she was back in her human form looking up at a Dragon. The Dragon cocked his head to the side like a confused dog would. He stared at her a long time before a man stood before her. Ada thought there was no way that this could be Aldrich. 
The man smiled.
“Well well well, if it isn’t my whore sister. You look exactly how I remember you Ada.” The man sneered.
“Aldrich?” Ada whispered “You’re old.”
“Well that is what happens in eighty years Ada. You left me seventy eight years ago.” Aldrich sneered at her again.
“What? I just dropped you off at school and went to the market for something! I don’t remember anything after that.” She winced at Aldrich confusion overwhelming her once more.
“Well you must have found your mate shortly after because you don’t look a day older than I remember you and you’re a Dragon. Which benefits me greatly, you are going to help me become King.” Aldrich smiled an evil smile that reminded her so much of her father that she flinched back.
“The Pearls are the Kings and Queens of our race. What have you done Aldrich?” She asked worry dripping from her.
Aldrich picked her up off the ground and then slapped her. The slap sent her flying into the side of the tent. “I WILL BE KING AND THESE ARE MY SONS AND WE WILL RULE THIS LAND AND EVERYONE IN IT!” Aldrich shouted at her.
“You have gone MAD!” She screamed back at him. The big sister that she was came flying out at the man that stood before her. The little boy she knew would not be saying stuff like this.
“You don’t have a clue who or what I am. You are just a bitch to do the duties a bitch does. You will help me or you will DIE! Those are your only options now sweet sister.” Aldrich laughed at the fear that was evident on her face.
“Then kill me! I will not live with you ruling the world. That would be a horrible world and I feel sorry for your sons. You are worse than Papa ever was!” Ada shouted out. 
At the mention of his father Aldrich snapped. Everything his Papa told him about Ada whoring around with human men and then running off with one came rushing forward and the little boy who felt lost and alone came rushing forward in his mind. He ran at her picking her up by her arms. All he thought was death and soon the limp body of his sister was dangling in his arms. She was dead and soon he was holding nothing but a flower as she turned to ash.
“I WILL BE KING!” He shouted to the flower in his hand. Aldrich then dropped the flower and went to the woman that was inside the tent. He took his anger that had flooded his mind out on the woman.
 



 
Chapter 10
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reunions
When the plane landed it was so early in the morning that everyone was still asleep. They walked into the house and Zoe led the couples to three empty rooms. The house was all still asleep except for Mary and the girls preparing breakfast. Zoe told them that there was clothing in the closets and to get cleaned up. She wanted them at the table before anyone came down for breakfast. Once she had them getting cleaned up she ran to the dining room and set seven more chairs at the table. As she looked she realized that they were going to have to make the table bigger. She puzzled over this a moment and then ran to get Cassie who was always up early and in Mary’s garden.
Zoe found Cassie leaning over with her hands in the dirt. Vegetable were popping up one at a time down the line and Zoe forgot why she came out her for a moment as she watched. Cassie noticed Zoe standing there after the line was done and turned to her. She let out a little giggle at the open mouth look on Zoe’s face.
“Good Morning my little mama Queen.” Cassie smiled at her.
“Good Morning. That was amazing. I am still shocked at the things we can all do. But I came to you for a favor. We have seven more and I need to do something about the dining room table. It’s not big enough for us and well the soon to be.” She smiled as she rubbed her flat belly.
“Got ya, well let’s go take a look and figure out something.” Cassie slapped her hands together releasing the dirt from them. She then grabbed Zoe’s hand and they walked inside. Clover and Hunter were standing by the table looking a bit lost. Cassie stopped dead in her tracks as she looked at them. “Are you Quinn’s parents?”
“Shhhh!” Zoe snapped
“Oh sorry, surprise huh? This Queen of ours tends to do them a lot, but they are always oh so good. Good Morning and welcome to our home I am Cassie” Cassie said as she hugged each of them and then looked at the table. “Have you guys used your skills in a while? We need to make sure everyone fits here and the upcoming little ones.” Cassie said as she reached out and rubbed Zoe’s belly.
“You are pregnant?” Clover asked amazed after the little bit of information she had heard on the jet.
“I am and we will fill you all in at breakfast. Now do you have any ideas about this table?” Zoe questioned wanting the attention off of herself.
“Well how many children are in the house? Also what is the seating arrangement as well as the meal arrangements?” Hunter asked.
“Well as we told you this is a Family Sect. So we like to have breakfast and dinners together. All the full-bloods and sometimes the half-bloods that wish to eat with us. Now we understand it won’t be every night but as much as possible. And there are nineteen half-blood children in the house ten of which are babies still.” Zoe explained.
“Well do you and Kaiden sit at the head of the table?” Hunter asked
“Well no we always sit here and here.” Zoe walked to the end of the table and pointed out their chairs.
“Well this room is quite large so how do you feel about two tables this length or a U shaped table?” 
“Let me do the math real quick.” Zoe stood and thought for a moment. “There are sixty one people and that doesn’t include the children. Only sixteen will be in the house after all the homes are built so I think two tables that seat thirty five should do it.” Zoe said and the couple looked at her confused.
“What?” Zoe looked a little scared
“You have saved that many of us?” Clover asked
“We have but most came to us and we just offered them a safe place.” Zoe smiled
“I can’t wait to hear all this. I will make the other table today. For now is it ok if we just leave this one? I am a little anxious to meet my son.” Hunter asked Zoe.
“Of course I am in no rush for it. Plus we have the kiddy table for the little ones so it shouldn’t be that crowded.” Zoe said as Max and Laura came into the room with Marie and Julio behind them. Mary also walked into the room with the first platter of food.
“Oh my, new ones! Hello there I am Mary and I am the honorary cook.” She looked at the couples a little closer and then turned to Zoe. “You did it again didn’t you?”
“What I can’t help it! I love to see the joy in their faces.” Zoe smiled and at that moment Finley and Oliver walked downstairs. Oliver looked over to the table a smile on his face from something Finley had said and then he froze.
“MOM! DAD!” Oliver yelled as he rushed down the stairs and over to his parents grabbing both of them in his arms. Emery and Kendal came down next and Finley rushed to them in tears.
“What is wrong little fish?” Emery asked concerned.
“Look he has them again. I am so happy for him!” She cried into her mother.
Paulo came rushing out of his room as soon as he heard Oliver shout. “Marie? Julio?” he whispered to the backs of the two people crying as they held their son. Julio looked up and saw Paulo.
“Paulo! Good to see you made it out alive! Look our son he is alive as well.” Julio beamed a radiant smile at Paulo.
“I know I gave him some pictures of you two and trust me he likes to fight as much as you two do. He is a good kid.” Paulo smiled letting them have their moment. Paulo walked over to Cassie and held her close to him. Loving this moment, his best friends were alive and well.
After a moment Oliver pulled away and grabbed Finley’s hand. He held her close and looked at his parents. “Mom and Dad this is my mate Finley. She came all the way into the rainforest to get me. Then she went off on me when I denied her and now here we are. Finely this is my mom Marie and this is my dad Julio. Oh and these are her parents Emery and Kendal.” Oliver told them proudly as they all went to the table to sit together. Zoe stood whipping tears from her face. Paulo then took a seat across from them with Cassie.
Donny came down alone next and looked right at Max and Laura. “Holy shit! She looks just like the both of you! She doesn’t know. ZOE! You gotta prepare her she may seem all strong and confident but she is really sensitive.” Donny yelled out and looked a little worried when Alex started coming down the stairs.
“Prepare me for what? I am not as fragile as you think thank you very much. I mean really my step dad is not here to beat me half to death anymore and I haven’t cut myself since before that day I almost died.” Alex scoffed and then heard the gasp and intake of air. She always walked with her head pointed down looking at each step before she took it and the gasp caused her to look up. She saw a woman who could be her twin and a man that had the same hair she did but shorter. She missed the step and started to fall down the stairs. Donny stood in shock as he noticed her tilt forward but it was her father who shot forward and caught her.
“Alexandria.” He whispered as he cradled her small body into his. Laura ran up the stairs to them and took her daughters face into her hands. Alex just stared she didn’t know what to do.
“Alexandria, are you ok?” her mother asked
“Alex. I go by Alex. Are you related to me? I mean I have his hair and your face. But I don’t have parents.” She asked completely confused
“Oh baby we are your parents. We were caught the day you were born. You were having a fit in the nursery I could hear you. But you got so mad the Pull turned off and that is why they never found you. You can turn it off cant you?” Laura asked
“I could do it then?” Alex asked
“You did that day and I am so thankful you did.” Max whispered
“So you are my parents?” Alex asked
“What do you feel Alex?” Laura asked
“I know your Pull. OMG! I know your Pull!” she shouted as she jumped out of her father’s arms and stood. She turned to them and crumpled once more. Her mother was the one to grab her this time and they didn’t let go for a couple minutes. Alex was able to compose herself after her father held her for a couple minutes and she turned to Donny who was watching her carefully. “Mom, Dad this is Donny my soul mate.” She beamed at Donny.
“We gathered that from the way he was protective of you. It is very nice to meet you Donny. I am Max and this is my mate Laura.” 
“Nice to meet you too, I think we need to move though. Quite a crowd has started behind us and well those kids will eat you if they don’t get food. I have seen it.” Donny laughed. Max turned and saw all the little red flecked eyes staring at him and it sent a chill down his spine.
John walked through the door then with his mother and Uncle along with Penny and Etana. “Well I see three of the four are taken care of. Quinn is always last cause he has a harder time with the gadgets in his suite.” John chuckled and led his mom to the table.
As the table filled with people it also filled with food. Hunter and Clover stood to the side as they wanted to meet their son before they ate. As they watched the stairs a very small young woman with bouncing brown curls started her way down the stairs and then looked up at them. “OH!” she squeaked and then ran back up the stairs.
“That was Morgan she is your son’s soul mate. She is the cutest little thing.” Cassie said as she walked over to them.
“She was darling. You think we scared her?” Clover asked
“Nope not at all I think she went to get Quinn. She had her parents until eight months ago so she knows what this will mean for him. I think she will need you as much and if not more than he will. He is a pretty independent guy.” Cassie smiled and Morgan reappeared on the stairs tugging Quinn behind her.
“What is that smell? I know that smell!” Quinn stated
“Honey look it’s them. Your mom and dad are here.” Morgan chirped and tugged him harder. Quinn was about six foot two and Morgan was only about five two. So her trying to tug him down was quite funny to Cassie.
“How?” Quinn said as he just stood there and Morgan was tugging away her feet were on one step and her whole body was bent trying to get him down to meet them.
“Son, your mate is about to lose her grip and topple down the stairs.” Hunter warned. As soon as the words left his mouth she lost her grip and started to fall backwards but Quinn was able to catch her wrist before she fell.
“You are a determined little thing aren’t you?” Quinn chuckled as he scooped her up into his arms and carried her down the stairs to meet his parents. Clover and Morgan were the only two out of the four that were crying and Hunter and Quinn had stoic looks about them.
“You are just like him. You show no emotion at all but I bet there is a storm going on in there isn’t there?” Clover asked as she wiped tears away
“Oh he sort of… about ..oh a week ago… found out about us and the bad guys. He is still learning.” Morgan informed them.
“Come everyone sit and we will have our share and tell this morning and push training off a couple of hours.” Kaiden announced and then sat back down.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 11
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information
They ate in quiet chatter and Kaiden waited until he saw people putting their forks down indicating that they were finished eating. He then stood and Zoe stood next to him. 
“Good Morning everyone! For some it is a better morning than others. We have seven new members to add to our family and as you all saw they already had family here. I am not sure how to start this really. So I think I will start with the Journal.” Kaiden explained about the journal and then went on to the fail-safes. He then had all the second chance couples stand for an example. “Now we also do a thing at dinner we call Share and Tell. Some of us have had it harder than others but this is our way of dealing and accepting that it is indeed in the past. It is our way of therapy I think. So I think we will get that all over with this morning. First though I want to tell you what we know about Aldrich.”
“I know you parents all heard the rumors and either saw your Sect attacked or fled and scattered trying to remain hidden. Well look around at everyone you see here as you all are the last full-bloods alive besides Aldrich. I am overjoyed that the seven of you were safe all these years. But Aldrich is coming for us. He will not stop until we are all dead and he wants this mountain. But this is our home and we are going to fight back. Like I said before we are a Family and Family sticks together. I only require a few things from you. Train yourself and learn to fight. You do not have to fight in the upcoming fight that is about to come to us but even for the future I would like to know that you all know how to fight back. I would like you to be proficient in hand to hand combat and proficient with at least two weapons of your choosing. We all do it and we all do it together.”
“That sounds excellent.” Claudia laughed out at the table.
“I think I would like to move on to the share and tell. Now before anyone begins Quinn and Oliver’s parents your sons have only been here a week and only told their stories once before. I think it would be more helpful to them if you went before them. Just a thought but it is up to them.” Kaiden informed them.
“I will start.” Claudia said as she stood up. “John’s father and I along with a friend were on the run so to speak. We were headed from the California coast up to Canada. We stayed over the ocean and slept on little hidden islands. We got careless and were flying a little low one day. John had been fussy and the colder it got the fussier he got. We tried to keep him warm but he was so small and it was so hard to carry him while flying. Our friend was an Onyx so he had John that day. It had started to get dark and we were searching for an island when my mate suddenly kicked me away from him. I turned a little pissed off that he shoved me but when I turned back to him he was pulling a harpoon from his belly. Next thing I knew there was a net shot over me and I crashed into the water. I was dragged onto a huge ship and placed in a huge container. After a while they opened a slat and used a Taser on me. Next thing I knew I was in a cell and then three half-bloods carried the cell into a cave where I met Clover and Hunter along with Max and Laura. A month later I felt my mate die.”
John went right after his mother and she was shocked at where he was found.
“They must have been looking for me. But I never felt them.” Claudia blurted.
“That is because the cell you were in is made of something that blocks the Pull.” Marcus stated as he recounted his story.
“Hello all, my name is Max and this is my mate Laura. This is also our daughter Alex. We were captured at the hospital in England you were born in. Hours after your mother had given birth we were so caught up in our bliss that by the time we felt them it was too late for us. Thankfully we have a little special one and they couldn’t find her in the hospital and trust me they looked. When they finally gave up we were injected with something and we woke up in the cells. They placed us apart. I could look at her all day long but I couldn’t touch her. The three that caught us knew we had a child and they told us if we cooperated that when it was over they would let us out. Then one came to us without the other two over a week ago. He told us they were leaving and to wait for a week and then to find a way out if we could. He gave us extra food and then left.”
Alex told her story when her father was finished. She told them all the good things and even went into more detail than she ever had before. She showed them her tattoo and then she paused a moment looking at them. She knew that the rest was going to break them. Donny grabbed her hand to give her his strength while she went through how she was beat constantly. Then she told them about the day Donny saved her. Max looked like he wanted to kill something and Laura was devastated. But as she told them about her final day at home both of her parents got up and hugged her and then hugged Donny and thanked him.
“My name is Julio and this is my mate Marie. We had seen our Sect destroyed and managed to get away. We didn’t go far but the rainforest helped for years. It had been a week since we had shifted and it was starting to basically claw at us. We always told Oliver that if we didn’t come home to hide and stay hidden. That night as soon as we stepped outside we felt them. They only thing we could think of to keep Oliver safe was to run passed them and try to lead them away from him. What we didn’t know was that they were anticipating the move. They also tased us, we must have been moved into a truck and driven off because when we started to wake up one of them leaned forward and stuck us with something. I remember coming around once and the same man was there and then I was out again. When we finally came awake again we were in a cell across from each other and the others explained what was happening.” Julio finished.
Oliver told his story then and his parents were proud of him. Then he dropped the bomb about how he thought he was cursed and his parents apologized profusely. 
For Hunter and Clover it was the same story as the others and when Quinn told them how he survived they were proud and felt guilty at the same time. The rest of the table all shared their stories. Before they went out to training the four sets of parents were shown the house and each child took their parents to their suite and asked if they wanted to live in the suite until a house was finished or longer if they wished. The parents all wanted to be close to their children.
They were then showed the grounds and the training area. Claudia was already inside sparing with Charles while John looked on like a kid in a candy shop. They all got to work training and the next thing anyone knew it was dinner time. The night progressed smoothly and after dinner they all shifted and went for a flight. 
When everyone got back to the house the new couples and their children went to their suites to get to know one another. Everyone else had a movie night with the children. Once the movie was over everyone helped carry a sleeping child to their room. Zoe and Kaiden took Lily to her room and Kaiden drew Zoe a bath while he waited. Zoe smiled as she walked into the bathroom and noticed her favorite scent wafting from the tub of water. Kaiden was leaning into the tub on his knees testing the warmth of the water. 
Zoe quickly undressed and stepped into the tub. Once she was adjusted to the water she tugged on Kaiden’s sleeve for him to join her. He undressed quickly and sat behind her in the tub. They sat for a while not saying anything just enjoying the feel of one another. Zoe worried about losing this feeling while Kaiden was rubbing her still flat belly imagining the son that was growing inside of her.
“What should we name him?” Kaiden asked
“Name who?” Zoe was confused lost in her own worry.
“Our son silly.” Kaiden teased.
“Oh you know I haven’t thought of any.” Zoe confessed
“What do you think about Airic or Briec?” Kaiden asked
“I like those, how about Briec Ethan Michaels?” 
“That is a very kingly name Angel. I think it is perfect.” Kaiden kissed the top of her head. 
Once their bath was over he dried Zoe off and carried her to bed. Kaiden snuggled her close to him and soon both were sound asleep snuggled into one another.
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Bonding
The next morning before breakfast Hunter woke early and crept into his son’s bedroom. Hunter wanted to work on the table and thought it would be an excellent way to spend time with his son. He shook Quinn awake and Quinn looked up at him.
“Hey Dad, what’s up?” Quinn blinked at his father as he sat up.
“Oh Zoe wants another table in the dining area. Seems with more of us and more on the way in the future we are going to need the room. I was hoping you would like to help me make it and the chairs.” Hunter asked with hope in his eyes
“Ohhh can I come too?” Morgan asked cheerfully sitting up in the bed.
“Good Morning lovely, did you sleep well?” Quinn asked
“I did thank you and did you sleep well?”
“I did. I feel whole and at peace. May she come with us dad?” Quinn asked
“Of course, maybe your mother would like to join us too. Let’s go wake the sleepyhead and see.” Hunter laughed and walked out of the room. They walked down the hall and found an empty bed. The shower was running in the bathroom and everyone put two and two together. “Well looks like she is up already. How about you two go get ready and we will wait for you in the living room?”
“Sounds good and we won’t be long.” Morgan assured him.
Twenty minutes later the four of them were walking out the back door and into the forestry part of the mountain. They looked around at the trees and Hunter had an idea.
“Do you think Zoe would be mad if we changed her plan of two long tables to five large round tables? I think it would give a bit more room between tables plus it adds ten more chairs to her idea.” Hunter asked
“Zoe seems to be pretty open about things. As soon as we got here she asked what we wanted and offered us the world. So no I don’t think she would mind at all, especially if it offers more room for future children and such.” Morgan informed him
“Good. What do you guys think about those trees there?” Hunter asked
“Those three are good but those two are rotted and the one there is dead. The three behind the rotted ones are good and healthy. You think six trees is enough?” Quinn asked looking to his dad and then noticed his dad’s confused face. “Oh we didn’t touch the abilities did we? Well I can feel or smell sickness and health. Morgan here can make anything she wants grow from a pile of dirt.”
“That is amazing!” Clover clapped and smiled at the two.
“It is. Now have you learned how to de-bark a tree and manipulate the wood to split in even sections?” Hunter asked
“Huh?” Quinn said
“We haven’t really been shown our Dragon abilities yet. We are still in the beginning phases of training and well the Dragon stuff comes after or during. Cassie, Brielle and Aubry usually take off after training to either help the builders with the houses or they work on the paths. Paulo, Josiah and Adam stick with the builders so we didn’t really want to take that away from them and ask them to train us.” Morgan shyly replied
“Little miss all you had to do was ask and any of us would have been proud to teach you.” Paulo answered from behind the group. “That is what family is for is it not?”
“I guess so we just felt we would be interrupting your routine and we didn’t want to be a bother.” Morgan lowered her head and seemed to shrink into herself.
“Oh Honey I was not trying to make you feel bad at all. I am sorry if I did. Please pick that beautiful face up. Anytime you wish for a one on one with Dragon training you come and find any of us. We all love to teach.” Paulo looked at her and smiled once she raised her face. “Now what is it you are making?”
“Well Zoe mentioned the table was a bit tight and so she wanted another but I am thinking that five large round tables that seat about fifteen would be better. So we were picking the trees.”Hunter replied
“Sounds wonderful but let me tell you I think Mahogany would be a much better tree to make a table from plus it would match the other table that is in there. Can we put this little one to work since there is no mahogany here?” Paulo asked and Morgan squealed. She loved making things grow from nothing.
“I would love to see her work her magic.” Clover announced.
“There is an opening over here that would work.” Paulo informed them and then he led the way to a flat opening on the mountain that was only grass and flowers. He walked to the middle of the clearing. “Alright little one right here grow one as large as you can preferably just a very large trunk with minimal branches. We don’t need a ton of waste.”
“I can do that. How wide and how tall? I sort of need dimensions.” Morgan asked
“Let’s see fifteen feet around and fifty feet tall should be a good start.” Hunter answered.
Morgan put her hands to the ground and about a foot from her a tree blossomed from nowhere and began to grow in size. Quinn was amazed and so proud of her. She smiled and them when she was done and then walked over to them.
“She is amazing isn’t she?” Quinn asked
“She is and you are a blessed man to have her.” Clover responded. “I truly couldn’t ask for a better mate for you. I am blessed to have you as a daughter dear.”
“What now?” Morgan asked with a smile plastered to her face.
“Well who wants to go first?” Hunter asked
“Quinn does. He has so much to learn still.” Morgan told them.
“Alright son you come over to the tree and place your hands on it.” Quinn walked over and placed his hands on the tree. “Good, now picture perfect lines through the wood about three inches wide. Once you have that picture the bark falling away from the tree.” Bark was raining around them. “Good job now picture the boards from the lines you cut laid out in a perfect line in the grass here.” The boards moved and lined themselves up with the ends hanging off the cliff a good deal. “Great job son!” Hunter praised him.
“That seems really easy to do.” Morgan blurted out.
“Well that was the easy part now we need to make a table. Morgan if you could grow another about six feet around and two and a half feet tall. Then just debark it and separate it from the stump.” Hunter instructed and she did what he asked but she did it five times knowing they were making five tables. 
“She is a smart one.” Clover laughed. 
Paulo watched as the little family gathered all the wood they would need for the tables. He whispered to Morgan that she would need strong vines to hold the table together and she got to work making those while Clover and Hunter showed Quinn how to cut the wood into a perfect circle. 
Paulo went to get some sealant and lacquer from Hugh and while he was away Morgan had a thought. She grew another base like she had the table trunks but she made these wider around. She concentrated on the base and imagined circular cuts about two inches thick. When she made the cuts she then made a perfect hole down the middle and laid out the pieces. She then went to each trunk and made a hole in the middle. She held the small but strong vines to the base and urged them to wrap around the bottom in a circular patter so the ends would meet in the middle. She then placed a hand on one of the bases and urged it over the base. She did the same looping pattern through the hole and had the ends lengthen. Now she just needed the boards Quinn was working on.
She turned to get some boards and the three of them were staring at her with an open mouth and bug eyes. “What?” Morgan blushed.
“How did you know to do it like that? I was going to get nails and stuff.” Hunter asked.
“Oh umm Paulo told me to make good strong vines and well I just thought this is what I was supposed to do with them.” She shrugged as Paulo walked back into the clearing with the sealant and lacquer. He looked around and saw what Morgan had done.
“Well done. I was going to use the vines to hold the boards together on top but I love what you have done there. It looks very rustic and elegant at the same time.” Paulo looked to Hunter and Clover and saw the look of surprise on their faces. “Uh oh is this not what you had planned?” 
“No it isn’t but I absolutely love what she has done and I think it works much better than what Hunter had planned. Here honey these are the planks we have for one table. Show me what you had planned and then we will copy your idea.” Clover answered as she was completely amazed at the new member to her family.
“Ok” Morgan smiled at her and placed the middle board on first. She made a small hole and fed the vines through it. “Can you hold the next two up please?” Morgan asked and Clover held them in place for her. They worked together and when the first table was done Clover let out a whistle. The vines were flat and mesh with the table but Morgan had made the vines create fifteen different place settings and then all the vines met back in the middle with a Celtic knot over the hole creating a flat surface.
“That is beautiful!” Clover beamed
With the four of them working together and two to a table they had them all done in an hour. Paulo was working on all the finished ones painting the sealant on. When the last table was done they each grabbed a brush and applied the sealant. It would need to dry for a while in the sun so they all went inside for breakfast when they were done. 
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Protective
Max and Laura had also woken up early that morning and wanted to get to know their daughter a bit more. They also wanted to get to know Cara and Brice as well as Donny. Laura went to wake Cara and Brice while Max woke Alex and Donny. They all met around the fireplace on the main floor. Alex snuck into the kitchen while Mary was just walking in the door to start her morning routine. Alex greeted her and asked where the coffee and hot cocoa was. Mary told her that she would make some and bring it out when it was ready.
Alex picked her favorite chair around the fire pit and her and Donny snuggled into it still a bit sleepy. They were usually close to the last to wake each morning and weren’t used to being up an hour earlier than normal. Max and Laura sat next to them and since the area was a circle they could still look at their daughter. Cara and Brice sat opposite them on the other side of the young couple.
They quietly chatted as they waited for the drinks. It was mostly the normal good morning chatter and how everyone slept. Mary brought the coffee and cocoa out when it was ready and after a few sips the conversation picked up.
“So Donny you preformed in a small circus and that is how you two met?” Max asked
“Yes I did. You see the last ones of us that were born all have one of Marsali’s abilities. She told us that as each of us was born she lost the ability and it went to us. Mine is the ability to control and create fire even before when I was human. We weren’t sure why I was able to until recently but at the time it was a way for us to move a lot and make money. Alex felt my Pull but she was blocking hers. She let it slip for a moment and I faltered in my act. My mother was there that night and she felt it too for a moment. As soon as I was done she pulled me home and we moved a couple days later.”
“You didn’t realize she was your soul mate from that little bit?” Laura asked confusion tilting her brows.
“Well no at the time Mom told me only she and I had the Pull feeling because we were mother and son.” Donny explained and the couple gave Cara a curious look.
“I knew we were being hunted and I was trying to protect him. I realize how wrong I was now.” Cara explained, guilt blushing her cheeks.
“No, we understand that, we do.” Laura insisted
“Well when the team came to get me I didn’t know anything and then they started to explain things and it clicked. We immediately flew to England to find her. For a while I felt nothing at all and then BAM it was there.” Donny told them.
“I know you guys don’t want to hear about it but he would have never found me if I wasn’t unconscious that day. After I had a run in with three half-bloods I never let the block down. I didn’t even realize I could do it until that day either. So if my step dad never beat me that day causing me to drop the block, I would be dead. Donny really did save me.” Alex mused.
“I am so glad things worked out the way they did. Although I don’t like the circumstances I am glad you found one another and we are all here.” Max agreed.
“I can stretch the block now. With the help of Zach or Zoe I can block up to ten people for a good eight hours. We practiced every day for a week but when everyone went out I wasn’t really needed. I was bummed because I wanted to help but I will soon.” Alex smiled.
“What do you mean you will soon?” Laura asked a little horrified at the thought of her daughter being in danger willingly.
“Mom, Aldrich is coming for us. He can’t harm us in the border anymore but haven’t you had enough? I mean you heard all the stories last night. We are all in this together so we are all going to fight together. Sitting back and letting others get hurt is not right.” Alex insisted.
“You will not be in any fight young lady.” Max hollered.
“Oh yes I will and sorry but you can’t stop me. I understand you were held prisoner and that is why you didn’t raise me but this war. This fight, it is all of ours. It’s going to come down to him or us. We have taken precautions and have trained for months. You can’t stop this.” Alex explained getting completely frustrated.
“I think I will be having a talk with this King and Queen of ours. I don’t like you kids fighting. You are just kids.” Max tried to plead his wishes.
Alex got mad at what her father was saying so she stood and went to the kitchen. Needing to do something besides sit there and listen to her father. She grabbed some toast and a banana then went down to the training room. Donny followed behind her grabbing toast and an apple. They didn’t come back into the house after.
Max and Laura sat at the table with Cara and Brice waiting for everyone. Max was stewing and going over everything that he wanted to say in his head. Soon everyone woke and made their way to the table for breakfast. Max watched and thought while he ate his meal. As soon as he noticed everyone starting to finish their meal he stood grabbing the attention of everyone in the room.
“You are making the kids fight?” Max boomed.
Kaiden looked up at him and Zach was the one that felt the emotion rolling off him. Zach stood too and answered Max. “We do not require any of you to fight in this. That is her choice and her choice alone. All of us have our reasons to stop Aldrich and his sons. As much as we love it here we would also like to visit other places once in a while. My mate Halina and my twin sister are both pregnant. You think I want them to fight? Shit you think my father wants them to fight? You try and stop them because Marsali knows we already tried to.” Zach boomed out at the table. 
“How about today at training you spar with your daughter. See if you can take her down. Shit spar with all the females. If they don’t prove to you they can hold their own then I don’t know what to tell you. Nothing we can say is going to change the protective Daddy instinct you have. But these women will prove you wrong and they have more to fight for than us. It is the future they are fighting for. Their future children, their future life and their future happiness! They have all the reasons in the world to stop him.” Zach yelled as he fed off the emotions Max was leaking out.
“Look Aldrich is my father. Alex was beaten by the one who raised her for a short while. She lived with a monster, a real Jekyll and Hyde, so she more than some of us knows the true meaning of torture. Most females would need years of counseling and therapy to get over the things she endured. Does she seem like a weak female to you? That girl has more cause than some of us in her.” Vivi explained calmly trying to diffuse the yelling that was about to ruin everyone’s day.
“When we found your daughter she was on the brink of death. He had done so much damage to her insides that even if her adoptive mother had come home at that moment and took her to a hospital she would have died. There was no hope for that child in the human hospital. We brought her back and when she opened her eyes a light was there. She welcomed this life with open arms. You should be proud that she has fight left in her after what was done to her. Most women would have hid from any kind of fight. Do you know it was her idea to form teams to go get the rest of these kids? The map worked in our favor however and we didn’t want to put the child at risk when the teams were formed. However, be proud of her and encourage her. What she doesn’t need is another controlling man in her life. She does not need a repeat of the other man that abused her and tried to control her decisions.” Alexi explained.
“They are right Max. If you go all protective on her now you will only push her away more. We have to let her be a woman now. She is not the little girl we left behind. She is a Dragon now and has her mate. She doesn’t need us to be the protective parents. She needs us to be encouraging ones, parents that allow her to make mistakes and learn from them. We need to teach her what we know stuff that maybe she doesn’t know yet. She got up and walked away because you made her mad so let’s get out there and see what she can do?” Laura said as she stood to go outside pausing to wait for her mate.
In the training room Alex was letting her frustration and anger out on Mateo. She had already taken out Donny and he was sitting watching her as he was slumped over exhausted. Max had followed Laura out and they both stood in the doorway watching their daughter. They knew Mateo was a human but he was different and they were unsure why. They watched as Mateo had two wooden sticks in his hands and so did Alex. The way they moved was like a dance, all fluid movements. The sticks were like an extension of their arms. It was a beautiful thing to watch.
Max walked over and asked if he could step in. Mateo said they would have to leave the sticks out if he was going to spar with her. Max agreed and he and his daughter stood face to face bare handed. Max swung and Alex ducked snagging his outstretch fist turning into him she flung his body on the mat. He grabbed her ankle and pulled her down but she managed to catch herself with her palms flat on the mat and pushed herself back up. Her father noticed and moved up into a crouching position. He went to lunge at her legs and she danced away from his grip. Max rolled and stood back up a little stunned he was surprised at her ability.
Max then lunged again with arms outstretched and Alex grabbed him again by one wrist flinging him down to the mat and put him in an arm bar. He tapped out and crawled over to where Donny sat completely spent.
“Don’t try to control what she does man, that only pisses her off. And then I have to pay the price of her anger. She is strong and has a strong will. Just be here for her when she needs.” Donny whispered to Max
“I think I understand that more now than I did before. I am sorry for that.” Max said aloud so Alex would hear his apology. He knew she heard by the slight nod she gave him as she took her place in front of Mateo once again.
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Training
Training went on as normal that afternoon except Donny and Alex went through the endurance training with her parents. They had apologized for their behavior and now wanted to learn. Oliver also helped his parents to learn what he had learned in the short time he was there. Quinn had seen the other two helping their parents and only thought it was right to join them. After all they had only been there about a week and were all in the same boat when it came to training, although Donny and Alex were already proficient in theirs.
Charles and Mateo knew they were going to have to come up with a game plan and soon. Time was not on their side and they knew they were not going to get the ones who had shown up in the last two weeks up to fighting capacity. They were going to have to do this in Dragon form and hone their abilities. Charles and Mateo had a quick meet and then planned to go over it with everyone at lunch.
Jaco had been a bit MIA since his conversation with Vivi a couple nights ago. He had gotten all that he needed. He also knew he was short on time so he and Shiloh kept what they were doing a secret and were in the woods just beyond the border setting everything up. He ran long sections of extension cords to the area and buried those in the ground so that no one would see them. He hid all the wires as best he could. Some of them were so well hidden that even he forgot where they were. He just hoped that the plan he had would work.
Before lunch Morgan and Quinn snuck off to feel if the sealant was dry. It was and so they painted on the lacquer and went to have lunch. As they walked from the woods they ran into Hunter and Clover and they explained that the tables would be done before dinner and they would be able to set them up before then. Morgan had an idea to get it done a little sooner and so she went to Finley and asked her if she could make the day a tad warmer. Finley agreed without any persuasion. 
Charles watched as everyone ate lunch. Small groups were all around the area. Charles stood once he noticed that everyone was there.
“Can I have everyone’s attention please?” His voice boomed out around the area. “As you all know Mateo and I are the ones in charge of training. Well we have been talking about the upcoming fight and everything. We believe that it would be best for the ones that have just arrived and the ones that are still not proficient in at least one weapon should fight in their Dragon forms working the elements of their race. That is if you choose to fight.” Charles informed the crowd.
“If our children are in this fight then so are we. Alex kicked my ass and I know I can’t take on any of you. But I can do some damage while I am Dragon.” Max agreed
“I agree I feel more comfortable in my Dragon. I just need to hone my skills a bit more.” Hunter said
“You will also need to teach your son and his mate fighting skills in their Dragon forms. Anyone that can assist the newcomers with their Dragon skills would be much appreciated. We don’t know how long we have to train but the sooner the better.” Charles announced. “Start with defensive moves first and then protection. You all may stay within the border and use your skills from a distance.”
“Usually after training and lunch those that want to hone their Dragon skills in an area that best works for them. We won’t have a definite plan of action until we know where he is going to hit from. The forest is one area. I think the water will not be one as he knows we can control the outcome of that very easily. Also the farm land to the west is the best staging ground. It is open and flat and will have the most room. All I know is we got the ocean behind us the forest to the east the farm to the west and huge rock cropping between the only two roads that lead to this area. Most don’t use the road through the forest unless they know it well. We have taken precautions in the forest area but the farm land is quite hard to do anything with but watch. All we have there are weight and motion indicators to let us know when something really heavy rolls over it.” Kaiden informed the group.
Everyone paired off in groups and went to train on their Dragon skills once they were finished cleaning up. Claudia was the only one of the new comers that refused to give up and fight in Dragon form. Even though she had been held captive her fight was a furious fire inside of her. They killed her mate and took her son from her. Not to mention that she would truly never know the love of a mate again. There was no other fury male alive. It didn’t bother her much but seeing the other second chance couples and how they were made her a bit jealous.
Claudia spent most of her time with Etana and Charles along with her son. But she loved working and sparring with Etana and getting her groove back. She had to work a bit harder than the other Fury’s but she was determined to get there. She woke early that morning and her and Etana went for a long run. They then had breakfast with everyone and the outburst at the table had given her more fuel on the fire inside if her. At training she worked twice as hard and now that training was over she was once again running laps with John and Tia. After dinner she planned to spar more with Makayla and Colby. She watched them spar and they seemed to be ruthless where Charles and Etana were more controlled. She wanted both.
Zoe and Kaiden sat under the tree with Justine, Gabe, Zach and Halina talking. Zoe was a worried and now she worried about Bronwyn and how many days they had until the final showdown with Aldrich. Zach felt her worry but he had no answers to give her. Little Jacob had started to crawl and he was keeping Justine on her toes. She was constantly up and down running after him but she loved it. Lily was on her tummy on a blanket and had started to scoot a little.
“What’s the first thing you want to do after this is over Justine?” Zoe asked
“I think I would like to take and buy this little guy stuff on my own you know? Things that I think he would like. I think really I would just like to be able to go to town without looking over my shoulder.” Justine mused
“Same here, I know I want to personally get all Briec’s clothing myself.” Zoe announced
“Oh you picked a name?” Halina squealed
“We did. What do you all think of Briec Ethan Michaels?” Kaiden asked
“I love it! We were thinking along the same lines but you stole Briec so we are left with Airic. Hey babe, what do you think of Airic Marcus Devonshire?” Halina asked
“I think it’s perfect. Let’s just hope he talks more than the original Airic.” Zach laughed
“Yeah me too, you know I really am wondering who is going to have the Pearl females? Haven’t you all thought of that? I mean our kids can’t be together so someone is going to have their mates.” Halina announced
“You know I hadn’t until now.” Zoe wondered.
“You know Morgan and Quinn are going to make beautiful babies. She puts us all to shame and I thought I was pretty. Shit sorry Zoe you are an Angel but she even puts you to shame.” Justine joked.
“Oh I know! Once we had her clean it was like I couldn’t wait to show off my new Barbie or something like that. She is a doll and her personality fits her so well. She is quiet and petite and gosh I just want to squeeze her!” Zoe laughed and soon all the girls were laughing. The boys were confused because they all thought their mates were the most beautiful thing in the world.
They all spent the afternoon talking and enjoying their time together. When Morgan and Quinn had enough of the Dragon training they went to go check were Zoe was first and then the tables. When they got there the tables were all ready to go and it seemed Paulo had been there using the left over wood to make matching chairs with the same design that Morgan had on the table. He did after all ask her to make another large trunk when they had finished with the sealant and now there were seventy five completely finish chairs.
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New Talents
Hunter entered the house to find Morgan and Quinn staring at the table. They would stare a moment and then look around behind them. Repeating the looks for a good few minutes.
“What are you guys up to?” Hunter asked
“Well while Zoe is outside and the tables are ready to bring in we wanted to do surprise her. But where do we put this monster of a table?” Morgan asked
“Well how about we push it along the back wall here next to the doorway of the kitchen and then the food can go on it and the plates. I have seen the way Mary cooks and places the food and everyone always chooses something different. Maybe we should ask her opinion though before we just make a decision.” Hunter asked
“Good idea.” Quinn answered and the three of them went to the kitchen and found Mary prepping the dessert.
“Hey Mary can we ask your opinion on something?” Morgan inquired
“Of course dear.” Mary smiled at the three of them.
“Ok well Zoe asked for another long table but we sort of made five large round ones that seat about fifteen each. Anyway the long table we were wondering where to put it and Hunter thought it could go along the wall right outside the doorway here” Morgan pointed to the doorway “and we were thinking maybe like the food and plates and stuff could go there then you wouldn’t have to make a whole bunch of dishes for five different tables.”
“Oh honey, I think that is a great idea besides you all arrive for food at different times so there shouldn’t be long lines or anything. Plus it saves me on dishes.” Mary loved the idea of just walking to the side and along the wall instead of up and down and around the table to get things.
“Great! We will go set it all up then. Thank you so much.” Morgan giggled and skipped out of the room. The men pushed the table to the side and started taking the chairs to the front and back porches to make seating areas since there wasn’t any on either porch. They then went and got the tables one at a time while Morgan got the chairs.
They set them all up and put the kiddy table in the middle. They made sure to make enough room that two people could pass through even when the chairs were pulled out. Cassie, Brielle and Aubry came through the back door with five vases made of the vines all tightly woven to hold the dirt and water along with the beautiful flowers that they held. They placed them all in the center of each table. 
Just as the last chair was placed in the correct spot Mary came out of the kitchen. “Oh my, these are lovely! Which one of you made these?” Mary looked around at all of them.
“Well at first it was a group idea and then little Morgan here made one while we were teaching Quinn how to work the wood. The base and vine work is all hers and it is just lovely. And trust me these tables are solid.” Hunter replied.
“Morgan, would you make a crib for me with the same vine work? I just love the rustic look of it. I will pay you of course.” Mary asked with excitement filling her face.
“Oh? I would love to but I do not want your money I would rather make it as a gift for you, any preference on the wood?” Morgan asked
“Cedar please, that way it matches all the furniture I already have.” Mary smiled and gave the girl a hug then went back into the kitchen.
While they were standing there Zoe walked in through the front door. She made her way over seeing they were all standing there facing the kitchen and then she noticed the tables and she squealed really loud making them all jump.
“OH I love these! Thank you so much Hunter. I think this is better than my idea of two long ones and wow the vine work is amazing. I think I might just ask you to make things more often.” Zoe smiled at him then went back to admiring the tables.
“Uh Zoe it wasn’t me. Morgan is the artist that created the tables. I just had the idea of five round ones. Plus there are ten more spaces then what you originally asked.” Hunter informed her.
“Well Morgan I absolutely love them. Thank you so very much. I think you have a talent for furniture and if you’re lucky people in the house are going to be offering you money to make them things. I know I will be soon.” Zoe said with a smile.
“I would be happy too. I actually really enjoyed doing this. And now I have a crib to work on for Mary.” Morgan replied
“Oh a crib? Like a one of a kind crib?” Zoe inquired truly interested.
“Yes ma’am, I take it you would like one too?” Morgan laughed
“Um actually I would love two of them but different of course.” Zoe replied and looked like she was holding her breath.
“I would love to. Do you think Halina would like one too?”
“Ohhh I do but let’s keep that one a secret and surprise her with it.” Zoe asked very seriously.
“You just love your surprises don’t you?” Morgan teased
“Actually I do, this is the first time in my life I am able to do that and the faces of pure unexpected happiness, well it just warms my heart. Oh! You know I bet once all this blows down you could open a shop in town. Your stuff would sell like hot cakes especially with this detail.” Zoe laughed.
“Oh that would be fun. Morgan’s Wood Works Custom Wood Furniture. I think I love that idea!” Morgan squealed. “Actually Earthly Creations that way if anyone else wants to partner with me or make it a group effort we can. I don’t want to make it just mine if others want to be involved.”
“That is a wonderful idea my little Petal. I know I would love to work beside you and create things together.” Quinn lovingly looked down at Morgan.
“And I would love to do the same. You did really well with the rock today at training maybe once the time allows we can try to make sculptures and fountains.” Morgan mused
“I would love that.” Quinn agreed
Mary was setting the long table with platters of food while everyone was talking and as the crowd trickled in for dinner they all commented on the beautiful work of the tables. They all made plates and as they turned to the tables they tried to mingle the seating. No one wanted to make groups and self segregate so they blended. Of course couples sat together and it seemed where Zoe went Justine went too. Paulo had even made a special chair for little Abby so that she could fit at the table next to Ben.
At dinner Max had asked Mary and Mateo what was different about them. The whole room hushed as Mary told the story of the wedding and how Marsali appeared with Airic. The parents that had just arrived were a bit saddened that they did not get to meet the couple but they were amazed at the story and how she had blessed Mateo and Mary with such a gift.
Jaco had come out of his room a bit later and handed out papers to all the ones that came within the last week. They were the details of the bank account with all of their money and informed them that he had put it all in different accounts. He had moved the money just in case. Him and Shiloh then made their plates and joined everyone else in the conversations.
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Arrivals
Three Sikorsky H-3 helicopters landed in the field behind the burnt down home of his old Sect. One was painted in a black and grey camouflage pattern. The second was a cloudy white that enabled it to blend with the clouds. The third and final one was painted to blend in with a forest. It was all darks greens and lines of brown that resemble bark. Men from each helicopter filed out and a lead man from each went to Aldrich. The men all grumbled at each other as they walk to the man that paid them all to be here.
Aldrich had ordered two of the same helicopters that were just a flat grey color. The helicopters were fully loaded with weapons of all kinds and Aldrich already had the route planned out to Ireland. He was just unsure of the actual location. Aldrich had been in a terrible mood the last two days. His camp back in Alaska had been trespassed on and they had tripped the explosives. He no longer had a home to go back to and he had taken it out on his sons. Now that the men arrived they would help him take over his new home and he couldn’t be more pleased.
Three more large tents were erected and all were a good distance from one another. Aldrich planned to feed these men and have them rest from their journeys. 
“Welcome Gentlemen. Have you everything you need for your job tomorrow?” Aldrich asked
“We are ready for whatever you have planned.” answered the lead man from the cloudy helicopter.
“We do as well. Even brought extra since you haven’t told us what we are doing for you.” replied the man from the black helicopter.
“Same here, so what is it we are doing?” The man from the forest helicopter asked.
“You gentlemen are going to help me take over a home that was once mine. My enemy took it over while I was away and I have not been able to get access to it since. They also fucked with my head and gave me some kind of drug that I actually don’t even remember where it is. Once my enemies are gone I will be a King!” Aldrich laughed
“Alright then when do we leave?” The man from the cloudy helicopter rolled his eyes in disbelief.
“Today we dine and celebrate. Tomorrow we rest as much as we can and then the hunt will begin.” Aldrich answered. “Come, I had the boys get a ton of food and it is set up over here. I also had them acquire quite a few females and they are in the tents for whatever you want them for.”
The men followed Aldrich to the tables of food that they had set up. The men were unsure of most of the food but tried it anyway. Once the lead men had made plates their group of men came forward and made theirs. They sat around a huge fire that had been started. Out of nowhere some scantily clad woman came forward and started to dance around the fire.
Music was blaring and the drinks were being passed around as the men became more and more carefree. They laughed and joked to the point it seemed that the rivalries were gone. Some men went to their tents early and enjoyed the women that were there for them. Others refused the women and were happy with just drinking alcohol. 
Some of the sons segregated themselves from the revelries and sat in their own tent. These were the three men that had captured the other Dragons for their safety and now they were worried about them.
“Do you think they got out?” The first one whispered
“I don’t know.” The second replied in a hushed tone.
“I think it was them that blew the camp.” The third one shrugged
“Jimmy said it was probably a dear. Why do you think it was them?” The second man leaned towards the third and whispered in wonder.
“I just have a feeling it was. Those cages were strong and with us being gone the threats weren’t there to keep them in line. Plus I sort of gave them enough food for a week and told them to try and get out after five days.” The third one shrugged again.
“You did what?” The first one sneered. “Those were going to be our meal tickets after this! That is how he got all the money to fund this shit he is doing. The ones he killed he always made sure to get their names and their money, well the ones he could get. Damnit man, after this was all over we were going to get their money and disappear. Now what the hell do we have?”
“We will figure something out but how the hell are we going to get away? Especially with those men out there who are like trained killers? We need to come up with a plan. We only have tonight and tomorrow then we are loading up and heading to find them.” The second one mumbled.
“Well there is no way to sneak off until he is distracted and the others will kill us if they see us leaving. This is like a no win plan. Our only option may be to jump out of the helicopter and run. That is if we survive after jumping.” The third one whispered
“We will think of something but it is going to have to be a spur of the moment thing.” The first one was saying as another brother walked in the tent.
“What is going to be a spur of the moment thing?” Jimmy sneered at them.
“You didn’t hear everything?” The third one asked. He was the one that was a quick thinker of the three and was now worried they had been caught.
“Nah man just heard spur of the moment kind of thing. So what is it?” Jimmy inquired full of suspicion.
“Oh we were talking about how there are twenty of us missing and Dad was pissed that Mark and his group were some of them. We were just thinking that they are either dead or decided to run, kind of a spur of the moment thing.” The third one gave him and answer he hoped Jimmy would take.
“Nah I heard from the little rat that took over Deirdra’s spot that there was actually a group of them hunting us down. They had to be pretty bad ass to take down Mark and his crew. I mean come on those guys were ruthless. I just hope they got some of them before they went down.” Jimmy remarked
While his sons conversed in their tent Aldrich had gone to his. The celebration had died down and most everyone had scattered to their tents. Aldrich now sat in his tent alone reading over the journal once again. It spoke the same words as it always did to him and told him that he would and should be king. It told him the powers he possessed were the best and strongest ones. The one thing the journal said and stuck the most was that he would win this war. That he would be King in just a short time.
Aldrich fell asleep listening to the words in his mind from the journal. In the morning when the men started to wake the youngest cleaned the mess that was made the night before while all the others cleaned and organized their weapons. Aldrich had asked for them to all be laid out so he could see what they all had.
When Aldrich woke he walked out to the clearing and next to all the helicopters was the weapons laid out before him. He was happy to see loads of different guns along with rocket launchers and grenades. Loads of knives both big and small were among the guns. The forestry colored helicopter also had electronic equipment along with their weapons. He also spotted a couple small remote controlled planes and helicopters among everything else. 
He wanted to ask what they were for but he held his tongue for fear that they would think he was stupid or ignorant. Either of those outcomes would make his Dragon surge forth and he couldn’t let them know his secret. Also he would end up killing them and he needed these men. And the fact that he did sent a ripple of anger through his skin, because he hated the fact he needed humans to do what he couldn’t.
Once Aldrich approved the weapons they were loaded back into the helicopters and the men took the rest of the day to exercise and rest. They would be leaving the next morning to find the others. They needed to be well rested and alert.
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Water Ways
Finley and Oliver woke that morning to a beautiful sunny day ahead of them. She of course had taken the chill out of the air and had the sun shine a little brighter. They would be working with her parents and Oliver’s parents at the water this morning and learning everything they could. Finley also felt that time would not be on her side and the fight would be sooner than she liked. After they killed her Maman and Papa she was more determined than ever to stop this man.
Oliver also woke with the same determination. He had lost his parents for seven years and it was that man’s fault. Even though it was his sons who captured them and locked them up, although they were unharmed in that time, they were still taken from him. All the stories that everyone shared shook him to his core. He realized one night that he had actually been very lucky compared to most. He also felt guilty for feeling like he was cursed.
They both got out of bed and showered together. They both put on loose clothing. Finley wore a loose summer dress and Oliver put on some basketball shorts. They headed out of their room and met up with both their parents. They all hugged good morning and headed down to breakfast. 
At breakfast there were always scrambled eggs, bacon and sausage along with fresh fruit. Sometimes Mary would make something special to go with it all however this morning there was only cereals placed with carafes of milk. Oliver thought that odd but Mary was also pregnant and he didn’t know how that went. Finley also found it odd but that was what her Papa specialized in and she knew that pregnant women were hormonal. Finley wanted to make sure that Mary was ok. 
Finley went to the kitchen to find Mary to ask how she was doing and couldn’t find her anywhere. Finley gave up and thought that Mary must have just slept in that morning. She walked back out and grabbed a small plate of fruit and a bowl of cheerios. She sat next to Oliver at a different table than the night before and had small conversation with the others at the table.
When everyone was done they either headed to the training room or to an area they could train in Dragon form. Finley wanted to check on her animals before training but her father insisted that Niall had it all under control and she could go to them after. She agreed and they walked to the beach. Finley was still shy, so she turned her back to the group and she pulled her dress off. In a few moments she shifted and turned back around. Oliver was not shy at all so he just dropped his shorts and after a few moments he had also shifted.
Since Conner and Delany along with Bristol and Harley had already become proficient in their weapons and also had a lot longer time training in their Dragon form they ran this training session. Conner and Harley also wanted Finley to manipulate the weather wanted her to try to make it just over the beach and to create squalls. That was her duty for an hour while the others did laps fighting the huge and crashing waves. Finley was having fun watching them dive in and out of the waves. She decided to make a huge wall of water right in front of Oliver and then make it crash on him. She did not realize that he had paid really close attention the day before and soon that wall of water was coming towards her.
“Shit!” she screamed and tried to back up as the wave crashed into her. When the hour was up they went over manipulating the water once more. Bristol had instructed, mainly Finley and Oliver, to pull the water to them and create a wall. Then she wanted them to take that wall and throw it was far as they could up the cliff wall.
“Up the cliff?” Finley asked to confirm.
“Yes little fish. If they come on the beach we all know you guys could drown them out and pull them far into the ocean. This scenario is if they are up there. We want you to throw it up and pull them down.” Kendal explained
“Got it.” Finley smiled and started to gather the water. 
“This should be fun.” Oliver laughed as he started to gather water. “Hey babe you want to make this together?”
“I do this first time though I want to make sure I can do it all on my own.” Finley replied as she concentrated.
“That makes sense.” He responded a little upset but completely understood her reasoning.
They made their walls and then turned toward the cliff with their back to the wall. Bristol nodded to Finley first and she was able to get hers half way up the cliff. Bristol then nodded to Oliver and his went a litter higher not by much however.
“Guys you can do this, Emery and Marie will you please show them? I know it has been a long time for you guys but I think you can do it.” Bristol asked.
Finley watched her mother as Oliver watched his and as soon as they were ready they all turned to the cliff to watch. Emery was able to get hers to the top unable to get it over the edge though. Marie was only able to get hers a little higher up than Oliver.
“Ok well, Kendal and Julio your turn to try.” Bristol instructed.
The men did the same as their wives and all turned as they went to toss the wave. Julio was able to get his to the edge and Kendal got his over the edge except not enough to take anyone down. 
“Ok well looks like we all need to work on this. How about we try to gather more water? Finley let’s have you start and we will go down the line. I think ladies first and afterward you men.” Conner explained.
Finley gathered her water once more although this time the water wall was twice as big and she was determined to get this done. She turned and threw the water as hard as she could in her mind. The water surged out of the ocean and crashed at the edge of the cliff with a small amount going over onto the landing. She screamed in frustration and demanded another try right then and there. Everyone agreed and let her go again.
The weather had changed all of a sudden with her angry mood. So everyone agreed to let her go. On her third try the waves had started to crash and angry lighting was hitting the water. On her fourth try she managed to get the wall over and when it came back there was a tree falling with the water. The storm immediately stopped and the sun broke through the waves calmed and Finley squealed out her excitement jumping up and down. Then insisted they let her go just one more time to see if she could do it again. She succeeded and they all congratulated her when she did it again.
Emery required three tries and Marie required six before she finally got it. Kendal required just two where Oliver and Julio both required five tries before they were successful. They then paired into couples rotating the coupling and worked together to throw over the edge. Once Conner deemed they were good on that front they moved on to creating whirlpools and pushing each other out into the depths of the ocean.
They all trained well beyond lunch until they all felt comfortable with their abilities. Before they split up for the day and once they got to dry land about three miles before the farm Harley asked each one to shift once more into their Dragon. Once they had shifted he grabbed their clothing and handed it to Bristol. She knew exactly what he was going to have them do as it was one of his favorite things. She grabbed the clothing and moved far away from them. Once she was far enough away Harley turned to the Dragons and instructed them to pull as much water as they could to themselves and then to try and pull their mates with the water back to the ocean. When they were done to fly back and change.
Oliver and Finley both roared at each other in laughter and immediately both thought this was going to be more fun than the waves were. Finley flapped her wings and stomped her clawed feet as happiness took over. She stopped her prancing as soon as she noticed Oliver and his stone still body and the water that was quickly coming up the slopped path that they just took up to this landing. In fact everyone was stone still in concentration except for her. Finley froze and started to call the water to her.
The water meshed together in one huge wave as it climbed the slopped path. Everyone dug their claws in the ground getting ready for the huge wave. They all knew they were about to be pulled out to the ocean by the force of the water and were excited about it. They were all determined to make their mates go down first. Julio and Marie were the first to lose their footing with Kendal and Emery following right after. Both sets of parents turned the tide and pulled their children along with them down the path. Once they were all in the ocean they let out a roar then began to flap their wings and splash one another. Harley and Bristol laughed as they watched the three couples play in the water. Conner and Delaney joined in the laughter then shifted and flew down to enjoy in the fun.
The Earth Dragons had also been busy that morning swinging large trees and throwing boulders with a touch and picturing what they wanted to happen in their minds. They had also rolled the valley into ripples that would make any man lose his balance. Once they had all gotten those things where they wanted they moved on to creating large holes and then sealing them up. Everyone had quickly learned that Morgan was best at creating the holes. She was quicker than all of the others. After they had determined each ones strengths they quickly assigned rolls. Quinn and his father Hunter would be the ones that threw the boulders as they both had the stronger mental connection to the rocks. Clover, Paulo and Cassie would swing the trees. Aubry and Brielle would make the ground ripple. Adam, Josiah and Morgan would create the holes to swallow up whichever large objects Aldrich decided to bring.
The Water Dragons met up with the Earth Dragons as they all finished their training and they went into the house using the back door that lead straight into the kitchen. They all made themselves a quick sandwich and talked about their game plans. They quickly learned how they could all work together and came up with a plan, it just all depended on where Aldrich and his men landed. If he appeared in the farming area the Water Dragons all knew they weren’t going to be needed.
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Magical Healing
Levi sat day and night in the spare room of the only house that was ready for the Blood Dragons. Leon and Sarah had moved in only days before and helped him look over Bronwyn and the baby that was growing in her belly. He begged whoever would listen to bring her back to him. He hadn’t slept properly since the incident happened and his body was starting to give out on him. Sarah had noticed that morning that he was looking weaker and weaker. She decided when she brought lunch to him that afternoon that she was going to have to do something. The boy needed to sleep and eat.
“Levi honey, eat this while I look over Bronwyn.” Sarah asked. She handed him a sandwich along with a bowl of fresh fruit and a bottle of water. Levi blindly put fruit in his mouth as he watched Sarah place her hands on Bronwyn’s head and then her belly. When Sarah was done she turned and looked down at the plate she had placed beside Levi. She noticed that he only ate a few pieces of fruit and nothing else.
“Levi you need to eat.” Sarah said as she picked up a half of the sandwich and brought it to his mouth. Levi blindly took bites of the sandwich while he looked over at his soul mate. Sarah fed him the first half and Levi waved away the second and reached for the bottle of water. Sarah saw this as her opportunity and opened the bottle for him then placed a hand at the back of his head while the other held the bottle in place. He took a drink and Sarah pulled the water bottle away. As it left his lips with the hand she left on the back of his head she put him to sleep. She guided his head to the pillow and then picked his legs up onto the bed. She used the small blanket at the foot of the bed to cover him and stood back. Bronwyn lay on one side of the bed and now Levi lay on the other. They looked like a peaceful sleeping couple.
Sarah left the room and walked down the stairs to where she left Leon. “I had to put him to sleep. He has not slept save for a couple hours since it happened and frankly I am starting to worry more about him than I do for Bronwyn.”
“I know Love except I think you did what was right. I have been thinking though. You know I know how to look at others memories. Well I never looked to see if she still had hers and I just realized what a magnificent artist you are. I was wondering if we worked together because one needs to open the mind and the other finds the memories. We would both see them and maybe you could draw them?” Leon inquired.
“I think I could I mean it’s worth a shot. It also helps that most the people she will have in those memories are here and if I have a problem I could just look at them.” Sarah replied
“Well everyone is at lunch right now so let’s go up there and see if I can fish one out.” Leon blurted.
Leon took Sarah’s hand and walked up the stairs to the room that the couple occupied. Leon went to the head of the bed and pushed it away from the wall enough for him to fit behind it. As soon and he was situated he placed his hands on Bronwyn’s head. Sarah did the same as she kneeled at the head of the bed. Leon started to concentrate on locating the memories. Once he located them they started to play like a movie. Sarah had her eyes closed and soon tears were streaming down her cheeks. After a moment he felt something in her shift.
“Sarah pull back, check her vitals something happened and I don’t want to stop these. Since you helped open her mind I can hold it open. They are happy perfect memories. This girl has known nothing other than joy in her life. It was Kaiden’s father who found her in an orphanage as a baby and since then her life has been nothing except happy.” Leon said as tears filled his eyes. His only happy memories like these were when he had his parents.
Sarah placed her hands on the girl’s feet although she wanted nothing more than to keep watching what she had. She searched for anything she hadn’t felt before. It took a moment before she found it and the girl’s heart seemed to be beating faster than it normally did. “Oh my! Is this normal?” Sarah asked and then noticed a tear leak out of Bronwyn’s eye. “Leon look!”
Zach had been walking to the house to check on Bronwyn and Levi. As soon as the tear left Bronwyn’s eye something awoke in Zach and he shifted without warning. Zach roared loud and long it felt mournful and the roar called to Zoe. She had been sitting with Kaiden enjoying her lunch when all of a sudden she stood. She had just enough time to get away from Kaiden when her Dragon rippled through her making her shift.
Everyone turned to look at Zoe as the mournful roar Zach let out drifted to them and Zoe’s roar joined Zach’s. When it was over Zoe had just enough time to glance at Kaiden before her Dragon pulled her away. Forcing her to run towards Zach. Kaiden quickly grabbed Lily off the ground and held her tightly to his chest as he followed Zoe at a dead run. Halina and Justine were right behind him. 
Zoe ran as hard as she could and she wondered why she wasn’t flying for a moment before she saw Zach in front of Leon and Sarah’s home.
Zach what is this? She thought to him
Something happened inside and my Dragon forced me to shift. I guess you were forced too? He asked her
She did. We can’t exactly ask what happened so I guess we need to find it. Look in the windows. I feel Kaiden coming he will be able to go in and ask. Zoe informed him as she started to lower her head and look in the windows.
Zach went opposite Zoe around the house and they both met in the back. They had checked all the lower windows and now stood on their hind legs with front paws gently placed on the side of the house staring into the top floor window. They could see Bronwyn and Levi lying in the bed. They then noticed Leon at the head of the bed with his hands placed on Bronwyn’s head. Sarah was at the foot of the bed with tears in her eyes and a smile on her face. Sarah glanced at the movement at the window and screamed in surprise. She was not expecting to see two large Dragon faces there.
Kaiden bolted into the house and up the stairs. He ran right to the room that Bronwyn was in. He saw the scene before him and the tears Leon was letting loose.
“What happened?” Kaiden asked
“Oh Kaiden!” Sarah yelled in shock once more. Although a smile curled her lips as she began to explain. “Leon had an idea of us looking at her memories so I could draw them for Levi and the baby. I had to stop looking because her heart started to race and he says they are the most beautiful happy memories he has ever seen. Shortly after the memories started Bronwyn’s heart leapt. It literally started to beat faster and look! She has tears coming out of her eyes. It’s like she is seeing what he is and he is afraid to stop.” 
As soon as the words left her lips Zoe and Zach both started to whimper at the window. They used their huge snouts to softly tap at the window. Kaiden ran to the huge window that opened on either side. He opened both sides and it was only big enough for their snouts. Zoe and Zach both lifted their snouts and puckered their lips and a rumble shook their cores. It also shook the house and Kaiden almost fell over. When the rumble was over red smoke filled the room from the window.
When Zach and Zoe were finished they both fell over and immediately shifted back to human and both were passed out cold. Halina and Justine were in the back beside the two when they fell. They both almost got crushed by the falling bodies. When they shifted back to human and the girls noticed they were out cold they both screamed. Kaiden ran outside and ran smack into Alexi. She followed him to the back and checked the couple over. 
“They are both in a deep sleep. They used a lot of magic and it has completely drained them. Kaiden the baby is fine. We just need to get them to bed they may not wake for a few hours.” Alexi informed them. “What did they do anyway?” 
“Not sure really, Leon was looking at Bronwyn’s memories so Sarah could draw them for the baby and Levi. While they were in her head Bronwyn’s heart leapt and beat faster and then she started to cry I guess. No movements of her face but there are definitely tears coming out of her eyes. As soon as Sarah told me that both of them started to whimper until I opened the window and they, as well as the house started to rumble. Then the room filled with a thick red smoke and I heard the girls scream. When I came down I found them like this.” Kaiden explained completely baffled.
“How is Bronwyn now?” Alexi wondered
“No change although the memories just stopped with the tears and her heart is back to normal.” Leon replied looking down at Alexi from the window.
“Huh. Well they used magic but for what I don’t know.” Alexi said more to herself than anyone else.
Kaiden gave Lily to Alexi and picked up Zoe. Gabe ran over and he grabbed Zach for Halina. They carried them to the house and laid them in bed. Halina was worried and she lay down next to Zach and cried. 
Kaiden covered up Zoe and sat in the bed with Lily. He wanted to lay with her but he knew Zoe would want him to look after the baby. Marcus came in and checked on both his children and Alexi had to once again check both of them in front of him to assure him that they were fine.
Hours went by and they still slept. When dinner time came and they weren’t down yet Justine made Kaiden a plate and took it to him. Iraina made one for her daughter and took it up to her. She found Halina asleep next to Zach and so she placed the tray of food on the foot of the bed. Iraina covered her daughter up with a blanket and left the room.
Leon made a plate for Levi from the main house and brought it up when he did his normal check. Nothing had changed with Bronwyn and Levi still slept next to her. Leon placed the food on a nearby table and turned the light out and went down stairs to Sarah. Sarah was drawing while Leon explained to her the scene at the orphanage. He explained Ethan as best he could and what Bronwyn looked like as a baby. This one he was going to have doubled, one for the book they were making for Levi and the second for Kaiden.
After a few hours Sarah got tired and they decided to head to bed. Their bedroom was on the first floor next to two more bedrooms that would be their children’s rooms. They both climbed into bed and were fast asleep. It had been an emotional day for both of them.
Around midnight Levi started to wake up. He was restless in waking and a bit groggy when he felt a hand brush his face. He immediately jumped out of bed and threw himself against the wall. Levi heard a very familiar giggle come from the bed and his heart leapt. He jumped again except this time it was in the bed and what he saw made him cry. Sobs wracked his body and he wept all the sorry out of his heart. Arms wrapped around him and held him until he was done. He then pulled back and looked at the most beautiful face he had ever seen.
“Hello my heart.” Bronwyn whispered to Levi.
 
 



 
Chapter 19
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparations
Zoe woke early in the morning and noticed she was completely naked. She then looked over to Kaiden and he was fully clothed lying on top of the covers with Lily on his chest and a small blanket covering her. Lily lifted her head turned towards her and smiled.
“Hello beautiful. Did you have a good sleep on Daddy?” Zoe asked Lily quietly and then tried to pick her up. Kaiden had his hand gently wrapped around the baby and when Zoe tried to lift her up his arms tightened. “I don’t think he wants to let you go.” Zoe laughed which woke Kaiden right up.
“You awake!” he all but yelled.
“I am, how long have I been out?” Zoe asked confused. The sun was still up so she figured it was still afternoon.
“Since right after lunch….yesterday.” Kaiden informed her.
“What!” Zoe yelled frightening Lily who began to cry. Zoe quickly grabbed her and calmed her down before asking again. “What?”
“You and Zach both passed out after some magic trick and have been asleep since. Halina cried herself to sleep with worry.” Kaiden explained.
“What magic did we do?” 
“Have no clue Angel. Other than it was in Bronwyn’s room and she was in the same condition when we left. Well you didn’t leave I had to carry you because when you were done you both passed out.”
“Wow. Ok well I am wide awake now. I am going to clean up and go check on my brother and then Bronwyn.” Zoe replied as she got up and went to the bathroom. Kaiden joined her putting Lily in her little bouncer. He carried the bouncer into the bathroom and then climbed in the shower with Zoe. Kaiden had been very worried about her and needed to hold her for a moment.
After they were done they both got dressed quickly and took the hallway down to Zach and Halina’s suite. They let themselves in the suite and didn’t see either of them in the front area. Zoe walked to their bedroom and knocked. She heard Halina say come in and Zoe walked in and found Halina wrapped in Zach’s arms.
“You sleep well too?” Zoe asked
“I did but little miss worry wart here cried all night so I figured I would hold her for a bit. You ok? I don’t really know what we did only because sniffles here can’t get it out.” Zach laughed
“Well apparently we did some heavy magic in Bronwyn’s room and passed out after.” Zoe explained
“Whoa really? Did it work?” Zach was baffled. He remembered being forced to shift and looking in windows and that was it.
“I don’t think so. Kaiden said nothing had changed with her when they carried us home. But I am going to go check now. I just wanted to check on you first. You good?” Zoe asked she knew he was good she was just a little anxious now.
“Yeah I am except I want to go with you. Can you wait while we get ready? Ten minutes tops.” Zach begged
“Yes I will wait. I am going to raid your stash of goodies though I feel like I haven’t eaten in days.” Zoe said as hunger overrode all other thoughts.
“Screw a shower I will take one after training I didn’t eat dinner last night so I am joining you.” Halina laughed as she climbed out of bed and grabbed a robe.
The girls went to the kitchen and found some bear claws and fruit. Zoe shared a banana with Lily while Kaiden stuffed down on a bear claw. Zach came out of the room and Kaiden threw him a packaged bear claw and they left the suite. They made their way to Leon’s house and found it still quiet. Zoe knocked getting no answer. The door was unlocked so she opened it and popped her head in, “Hello?” she said getting no answer still.
Zoe shrugged to the others and opened the door wide letting herself in. They were all quiet as they made their way upstairs. Zoe tapped on Levi’s closed door and heard him say “come in”. When Zoe opened the door she froze.
“Holy Shit! It worked!” Zoe yelled out then ran to Bronwyn and hugged her.
“What worked?” Levi asked as they heard Leon and Sarah bound up the stairs. Levi tried again. “Guys what worked?”
“Their magic fixed her.” Sarah laughed out as she began to cry.
“What magic? What are you all talking about?” Levi was so confused. All he knew was Bronwyn woke up and after he cried they held each other and woke up again only a few moments before the tap on his door.
“Yesterday Sarah made you sleep. I had a thought and wanted to get Sarah to draw Bronwyn’s memories while you slept. As we started to see them they took on a life of their own and played like a movie for us. It was amazing to say the least. Then as it played her heart leapt and started to beat faster. Then a tear left her eye and then more. Then Zach and Zoe were at the window in their Dragon form. As soon as Kaiden opened the window the house shook and they blew out a thick red smoke. We didn’t think anything happened when we checked on you guys at dinner. But apparently we were wrong. I never checked her brain yesterday afterward just the vitals like I always have.” Leon admitted
“Thank you Zach and Zoe.” Bronwyn blushed.
“Oh honey do you know what happened?” Halina asked
“I do. I have been like hovering above my body since Ada did what she did. I know what you all have done for me and for Levi. You really are the best people I have ever met. And Leon I didn’t even know about Ethan. I don’t remember that far back but that memory, God that memory was such a good one. That man was so good and loving to me and I miss him dearly. I was only five when they left.” Bronwyn sobbed
“What memory?” Kaiden asked
“Your father was the one who found her in an orphanage. It must have been a local one but he is the one that brought her here and this girl has the most happy and amazing memories I have ever seen.” Leon explained
As soon as Bronwyn said Ethan Sarah ran down to her sketch book. She had just found the picture she drew last night when Leon had finished speaking and placed the book in Kaiden’s hand.
“Wow that is him alright.” Kaiden admitted and then a tear left his eye. “I don’t remember him doing this but if you were only five when we left I feel like a douche.” 
“Why do you feel like that?” Zoe asked
“Because I was so wrapped up in my stuff, in what was going on with me that I didn’t even know he brought a baby home.” Kaiden replied
“Oh Kaiden I don’t fault you for that. I was a crying baby and you were a teenager. A boy at that and boys don’t really like babies. But even though you didn’t notice then, you are just like him. Look at the baby your wife holds. I hear there is also one in her belly.” Bronwyn teased
“Yes there is and we know there is one in yours as well. Congratulations!” Zoe announced.
“Yes there is and I am so happy she is a strong one.” Bronwyn remarked
“A little girl?” Levi excitedly asked.
“Yes sir, Now that I can feel with my own hands, of course I may be wrong since it is still just a tadpole but I am pretty sure.” Bronwyn smiled. “Oh and Kaiden? Sarah was going to make that one for the baby but I think you should have it instead.”
“Thank you Bronwyn. I don’t have words that express how much this truly means to me. I need to get a frame and put this in the dining room. That is the room he always wanted to fill and I think that him looking over all of us, well it would make me happy to look at him every morning too.” Kaiden admitted shyly.
“Well I don’t know about you all but I am hungry again. How would the two of you like to join us for breakfast? I believe I smelled those amazing cinnamon rolls that Mary makes just when we all need them the most.” Zoe invited the couple.
“I would love to. I just need to take a real shower first. How about we meet you there?” Bronwyn asked
“Sounds good, oh and Bronwyn, it is so good to have you with us again. Be prepared to be bombarded as everyone thinks you are still….well you know, asleep.” Zoe wanted to smack herself but she knew she had to say it.
“Don’t worry about me. We will see you soon.” Bronwyn admitted.
The group left Leon’s home and headed back to the main house while they got ready. It was an exciting morning and Zoe couldn’t wait for the good news to spread to everyone else. They really did have a miracle happen and she couldn’t be happier.
Once inside the house Zoe couldn’t contain her smile as she fed Lily and then made her own plates. Looks were passed around the room and they all wanted to know why she was so happy except she wouldn’t tell anyone. Zach and Halina were also acting a bit happier than normal too. Then the reason for their happiness walked through the front door and the whole room gasped as one as Bronwyn walked in hand in hand with Levi.
“HOLY SHIT!” Vivi yelled out
 
 



 
Chapter 20
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time
That morning at the burned down rubble of the Germany Sect the men woke and started to take down the tents while loading everything into the helicopters. No one was going to stay here and Aldrich wanted the area to seem like no one was ever there. 
Aldrich packed up his tent by himself and put his journal at the top of the small trunk that he was going to carry with him. It was smaller than the other trunks and held only the private things that he wanted his children to know nothing about. Once he was finished he had his children gather the belongings and place them in a helicopter. He then grabbed his small trunk and walked out to the crowd of men that were gathered.
There were fifty of his sons that were gearing to go and then there were twenty more sons and a few daughters that were only in their teens. He had yet to let the teens go out and hunt. Today was a different day however and it would be the end of the others and a beginning to his reign. So that meant that every one of his children was coming to end this once and for all. 
Then there were the three teams, he never got their names and didn’t want to know them. The team from the cloudy helicopter had ten men. The one from the forest one had fifteen men and the one that was painted in black and grey camouflage had six men.
“Alright men our target is in Ireland. The actual location however is a bit sketchy. But with these radio’s” Aldrich handed a radio to one man in each helicopter, “I will let you know as soon as we find it. Now we will head from here to the UK. Fuel up there and then head to Ireland. We will probably have to refuel again there nevertheless I want you guys to go over the west ridge.” Aldrich pointed to the black and grey team. “I want you guys with me right down the middle.” Aldrich pointed to the cloudy team. “And lastly you guys to the east. As soon as I know the location we land and you all do what you do.”
Aldrich then nodded to the men and headed to his helicopter. The teens were all going in the helicopter with Aldrich and the older veteran sons were going to be in the other. Not all fit so they jumped in the human’s helicopters too. Tensions were high and the promise of a good fight had the older sons jumpy and tense. 
Aldrich’s helicopter was the first to take flight and hover in the air. The others all followed and shortly after one by one in a V formation they headed off towards their destination.


 
Vivi ran to Bronwyn and wrapped her arms around the girl. As soon as she placed her hands on Bronwyn she threw out her senses and felt that Bronwyn was absolutely healthy and healed.
“Just had to check huh?” Bronwyn teased.
“Uh yeah, uh… I just…How?” Vivi asked
“Zach and Zoe did some funky red smoke Dragon magic and here I am. They are pure and simple miracle workers.” Bronwyn laughed.
Everyone clapped and welcomed Bronwyn back. She was passed around the room and by the time she got to make her plate her arms felt like she just lifted weights for the last hour. Levi stood back and watched as her eyes lit up with the love she felt from all of it. He joined her once she made it to the table and the smile she gave him made his heart jump. 
When breakfast was over everyone immediately went to train. There was hope in the air. When Bronwyn walked into the training room that hope everyone was feeling spread even more. Because all the half-bloods that lived in the barracks thought they would never see her again. Also she was the first of any of the new soul mated half-bloods to become pregnant. 
Her best friend stuck by her side all during training and made sure that everyone who sparred with her took it easy. Bronwyn however was having none of that and winked at Halina who was watching. Her sparring partner had very obviously taken a lighter swing at Bronwyn and Halina zapped him. His body went tense for a moment and he looked over at Halina who just winked at him. This wasn’t his first shock however so he upped his game the rest of the match.
Training went on a little past their normal time but Mary seemed to know it would. Today she planned a BBQ for lunch and was setting it all up when some of the half-bloods trickled out coming to her aid. They set up tables while she started the grill. Kevin was one of them and he took over the grill as Mary took the others to the house to grab everything. They came back down arms full of either chips or buns. One had the meat and the other had five bowls stacked in his arms.
As soon as everyone else smelled the meat grilling they all came running. Someone brought out a radio and soon they were all enjoying themselves. Finley made the sun shine a little brighter and a cool wind blew down on then which cooled them all down. The children ran around the tables and all the toddlers did their best to keep up with the bigger ones. 
Ben and Abby were eating under a tree on a blanket while the four dogs sat in a line in front of them. Sue and Marty sat in the tree and were watching from above. Mr. Steinman and his children had even come out of the library with Rosa today and were enjoying the food. He usually stayed hidden behind a desk working on his cases back home as well as a few he had picked up while being here. His children were very shy and quiet usually stuck by his side or not too far away from him.
Zoe watched as everyone was having fun and not one person was missing a smile. She watched them snuggle into their mates and their mates pull them closer. She watched the kids being kids and imagined her son and Lily playing among them. This was life and this was what they were fighting for. This joy and freedom, the everyday things that brought them together are what they were training for. As she watched she dozed in Kaiden’s embrace. Lily was asleep on her chest and the feeling of content pulled her under into a beautiful dream.
Mary started to clean and soon others helped. She noticed more than a few napping couples and that made her happy. She needed to start dinner though and knew it was going to be a little later than normal. Mary had planned an easy meal anyhow and it was something she hadn’t made yet. Now that she had the buffet table she thought her idea was going to be a hit. She has also been craving it for a few days and some of the dishes she had planned needed to get into the oven.
As the noise of the BBQ quieted down the couples all started to wake. Zoe and Kaiden got up and went into the house to shower and change. Once they came down the stairs they heard the laughter in the house and took it all in. John and Ben along with Quinn and Oliver were all playing teams on a video game on the TV set to the side of the room. The girls were all on the couch watching a movie with Abby and they all seemed lost in the princess movie that was playing. Max and Hunter sat at a small table playing a game of cards. Everyone seemed to be doing something in the house.
Zoe thought it a bit odd that everyone was inside. Then she noticed the rain outside which didn’t bother Zoe one bit as it matched the happy rejuvenated atmosphere in the home. 
Whatever Mary was cooking wafted through the air of the house and Zoe rubbed her tummy. The spices were driving her crazy with hunger. She motioned Kaiden to grab a bouncer seat for Lily and then to follow her. Zoe walked to the kitchen snagging a handful of cheese that was in a huge bowl. She then went to sit at the small table grabbing two sodas out of the fridge first. 
They sat and watched Mary do what she did best. Mary moved around the kitchen like a mad woman. The other girls didn’t do much other than follow directions. There were tons of bowls laid out on the counter all full of something different. Soon those bowls were leaving the kitchen and being placed on the long table. Mary was pulling casserole dishes out of the ovens and the girls immediately grabbed those and took them out to the table. 
Mary waved at them to help take thing to the table. When Zoe came back in to grab something else Mary handed her three baskets of baked hot tortilla chips then handed Kaiden three smaller bowls of salsa. She told them to place all three on one table then she pointed to the counter and showed them there was enough for all the tables.
The long table was full of all different types of Mexican food and everyone dug in when they got a chance. Mary never thought there would be a line however with the rain outside it seemed everyone was in the house and she hadn’t noticed. Moans of taste bud pleasure filled the room as people dug into their plates.
“Mary this is like wow! We need to have this stuff more.” Zoe complemented
“Yes! I could eat this all the time.” Halina agreed
“I have been craving this for a few days.” Mary replied around a mouthful of her burrito.
“This is excellent although I think those babies in your bellies make it better.” Rosa laughed.
“Oh yes, I used to crave pasta. Any pasta at all I wanted Aidan to just give it to me.” Piper agreed.
“Just you wait until you want the weird stuff. Like pickles and ice cream.” Monica offered.
“Huh?” Tia had a look of disbelief on her face.
“Oh honey wait until you are with child, for now just watch them and laugh about it.” Camilla teased.
“What are you all talking about?” Zoe asked confused.
“Oh honey once that baby starts to really grow in there you will have food cravings like none other. Sometimes you will want the most crazy things and sometimes if you don’t eat what you are craving everything else, well it just doesn’t taste as good as it did. Even foods you have always loved if you aren’t craving that and just settle for it, it is not going to work.” Monica explained
“Oh that’s ok I love food. You should have seen all the food Kaiden got for me and Justine when he first found us. He wasn’t sure what we liked so he got everything like every item on the menu from four different fast food places. We ate it all though and we weren’t pregnant then.” Zoe laughed remembering that day.
Dinner went on with talk of pregnancy and babies. Everyone laughed and enjoyed their dinner. Everyone was commenting on how they needed more rainy days inside. They even joked with Finley to not manipulate the weather on rainy days so that they could all enjoy being cooped in the house together. They hadn’t had a rainy day in so long that they all forgot sometimes to slow down and enjoy life.
When dessert was brought out Zoe jumped up and got a bit of all three different ones. Jaco and Shiloh had grabbed dinner and then went to their room only coming back out to grab dessert and disappeared in their room like they did every night that week. He had relived Rosa and Michael from watching the screens in the library and had moved it all into his room. Rosa loved it because it allowed her to relax. Always having to watch that screen made her nervous and jumpy.
Lily was falling asleep in Kaiden’s arms so he took her upstairs and ran Zoe a bath. A few moments later she arrived and smiled at the candles he had lit around the bath. It was quiet in their suite with the baby asleep. Zoe slipped into the bath and leaned back against the little pillow attached to the tub. Kaiden went to the bedroom to set out some pajamas for her and so she closed her eyes reminiscing over the day they had just had.
Zoe was concentrating on the drips of water and the peace she felt in her soul when she heard something that shouldn’t be there. She knew the sound though, knew the sound of the blades from her many years in California. And she knew they did not own any helicopters and that none had ever been in the area since she arrived.
Dread filled her as she jumped from the bath and ran into the bedroom dripping water and bubbles all over the floor.
“Zoe what is it?” Kaiden asked when he noticed the alarmed expression on her face.
“Aldrich is here.” As soon as she said it she knew it was true.
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Making Deals
Jaco sat in his room watching several different screens. Then he noticed the helicopters landing. One was in the forest and the four others were in the open valley where Kaiden had thought they would go. The alarms started to beep as the weight of the helicopters landed on them but Jaco wasn’t listening. Jaco was watching the one lone helicopter in the forest.
Jaco counted fifteen men exit the helicopter and move forward towards the barrier. They were good he gave them that. They moved among the trees like they belonged there. As he watched the men on the screen he ran his program on each and every face that came into view. He didn’t need all the faces though. He just wanted the one that was in charge. As he watched he saw it happen one man directed the others to spread out on either side then looked forward and right into the camera. Jaco clicked the button and soon the man’s face was on several screens as multiple programs ran the image.
Kaiden and Zoe quickly got dressed in their fighting gear. Kaiden was done first and jumped to the radio. He pressed the button for all and started yelling into it for everyone to get to the house that this was not a drill. As soon as Zoe was ready they ran down the stairs stopping at each floor to make sure the house knew. When they made it downstairs the house was packed. He asked the women who were not fighting to take the children up the stairs to any suite especially his, Vivi’s and Justine’s. He instructed them to just go through the normal routine with the kids like nothing was wrong. Lily was already asleep so he just needed someone to sit in the suite.
The ones who were fighting in their Dragon forms were all dressed in clothing that could be easily discarded. Others were all in black with their bullet proof vests on. Some had their weapons others did not. The Fury’s were all a sight to see. They all had on the vests with leather strips crisscrossed over it. Knives and lead filled wooden sticks fit securely in the slots on those leather straps. Not on Fury had a gun on them they relied solely on their hand to hand skills.
“All right it is time. He is here and we are ready. Piper and Aidan will you please go scout and tell us where they are. They can’t feel us or see us and nothing can get in here. Brad and Monica, will you also go? Start at the house. One couple go east the other go west and then back here. I need ten men to go get weapons and bring them up here. If anyone does not want to fight please help with the children. Just make sure everyone is calm.” Kaiden asked
“I am going to go see what Jaco is doing.” Zoe informed everyone.
She went back to Jaco’s room and found him studying the screens. He looked up at her as she walked in.
“I have a plan.” Jaco blurted before she had a chance to say anything.
“What are we looking at?” Zoe asked
“Five helicopters in total. Four here in the valley and this one is all alone in the forest. I have a plan Zoe. Something that Vivi had said sparked an idea and well I just hope they take it.” Jaco informed her.
“Ok what is this plan?” Zoe asked
“Well these guys are hired killers, like the one who pays the highest wins.” Jaco replied
“Oh and what is your plan, Jaco?” Zoe asked more curious by the moment.
“Just keep everyone here, inside. I need…there!” Jaco yelled and grabbed a phone. He dialed a number and then she heard the ringing. Zoe watched as the man on the screen pulled a phone out of his pocket and answered. Then she just listened to the conversation taking place in front of her.
“Hello?” she heard through the ear piece of Jaco’s phone.
“Hello good sir. I want to make you an offer.” Jaco replied
“Who is this?” the man demanded
“This is one of the men you have been hired to kill. I am watching you and I already have all of your details Mr. Morales. I see you have a wife and three beautiful daughters living in Spain. That is beside the point however you will not win this fight sir it is a no win situation that will only end with your deaths. So I would like to make you a counter offer.” Jaco responded as he watched the man on the screen freeze in place and signal for his men to stop.
“How much and what is the job?” Mr. Morales asked
“I will double what your current employer is paying you and what I want from you is to get the other two teams to leave. I want you employer and his men alive except I want their helicopters destroyed. Wait for them to get a good distance from the helicopters before you blow them up I do not want them injured in the process. Then I want you to leave and never come back to Ireland.” Jaco offered
“And you are going to double his price?” Mr. Morales asked a little amazed.
“You will give me the details to deposit the money now and an amount. I will transfer half now and half after you have completed your part. The job is getting the other two teams to leave and blow the two helicopters.” Jaco sneered. He hated that he was doing this although to him it was the only way they got out of killing humans. Better to lose some money than to have to take a human life.
“You will pay ten million?” Mr. Morales asked
“I will pay ten million now and five million when done. Do we have a deal?” Jaco asked
“We have a deal.” Mr. Morales replied.
“Good now all I need is details and I will give you ten minutes to contact the other teams and leave.” Jaco told him as he wrote numbers down on a piece of paper. “Give me five minutes and then check your account. I will call you back in ten to make sure we are good and Morales? Do not think of taking advantage of me. I know where you live and would hate to see anything happen to those lovely daughters of yours.” Jaco hung up the phone and looked at Zoe. A little repulsed at himself for threatening children.
“Use my account Jaco.” Zoe insisted.
“Oh honey I am older than you and your father. I made this plan and I will use my money. I have padded a couple of the accounts for the kids you brought home. Morgan didn’t have a dime but please don’t tell them. I have more than I know what to do with and so will my kids and grandkids. Just keep everyone here until I let you know when it is only Aldrich and his sons standing. Can you do that for me please? I will let you know as soon as we can go out and finish this.” Jaco asked pleading her to accept this.
“Only because you just saved us from having to kill humans, even if they are horrible hired killers who deserve to be dead.” Zoe replied and walked out. A small smile played on her lips. She walked back out into the main room just as the Onyx couples were finishing their report. 
Kaiden went to speak and Zoe placed a hand on his arm. “Jaco has made a deal and we need to wait here for a bit. When the deal is done it will only be Aldrich and his children left with no way to escape.” Zoe said loud enough for everyone to hear.
“How?” Kaiden asked surprise coloring his face.
“Money speaks, seems these men are hired killers. Meaning the highest payer gets their attention. So we will have a bit of clean up to do later but we won’t have to harm any humans in this fight even if they possibly deserve it. This is us against Aldrich nothing else.” Zoe announced
“Well ok then, we wait.” Kaiden smirked.
 


 
Aldrich felt the pulse of magic as soon as they went over this area. It was the same pulse he got from the journal but so much stronger. The helicopters landed in the valley a good ways away from the pulse of magic. The men all exited the helicopters armed with their guns. Aldrich stood for a moment and savored his victory letting the feel of it soak into his pores. He pulled his small trunk out of the helicopter and strode forward towards the human men. Both teams that landed with him carried a few of his sons. His sons all ran out and joined his other children. The humans however landed a ways away from Aldrich and were huddled close to their helicopters.
As he walked calmly towards the human teams he gestured for his children to form a line behind him as he shouted at them to be prepared. He kept walking to the humans when the forest color helicopter shot up from the ocean below. He stopped his walk standing there and watched in silent horror as missiles flew to his two helicopters. A huge a violent blast shook the area as his helicopters blew to pieces. 
As Aldrich stood stone still and watched the burning pieces he turned and then watched as the humans ran back to their helicopters and shot into the air in a flurry and took off with the forest helicopter. The three helicopters shot off over the ocean leaving him stranded. Aldrich screamed in fury and threw his trunk on the ground as he ran towards the pulse of magic. 
“FORWARD! Kill them all!” Aldrich seethed in anger.
His children strode forward not noticing the three brothers on the end that didn’t move. They waited a few moments to see if their father or siblings would turn to watch. No one turned to see them the rest strode forward with nothing but killing something in their eyes. When Aldrich didn’t turn around and none of the others did they ran. Once they got to the woods they kept running and didn’t look back.
As his children surged forward he stripped the clothing from his body and stood still as a statue. He felt his Dragon come forward and he let out an angry roar as the burn ripped through him then he ran forward on four legs right behind his children.
As one the line of half-bloods met an invisible brick wall that threw them back a good fifty feet. Aldrich was next to reach it and it tossed him back making him roll over and over crushing his wings. The sudden need to go home overcame his senses but the journal spoke to him loud and clear. 
He knew it was magic and knew that the spell to make him want to go home would not stick. Aldrich noticed his children start to get up and look at one another confused and then some started to walk away. Aldrich quickly gathered them all back up and touched them to get the magic influence out. They were all lined back up when the ground below them started to roll toward them like a wave. What was left of his helicopters was being swallowed by the earth.
Aldrich knew they were here and that they were creating this. He roared his anger out loud and long some of his sons flinched and started to fire. Aldrich smiled, knowing those bullets fired out of terror from his roar would kill the ones hiding behind the magic. They won’t be able to run from a bullet. 
Aldrich turned back to the invisible wall as screams filled the air from behind him instead of in front of him where they should be coming from. He turned to see the guns explode in each of his children’s hands. He let out another angry roar as he watched his stupid children scream in surprise then look to him like he could magically make the guns reappear. Aldrich went to take a step towards his children when an electric current ran up his body. 
He turned to see a woman striding towards him. She wasn’t alone however there were at least a hundred or more with her and they seemed to just appear one by one from thin air. He watched as lightning came from her outstretched hands and struck his body. An intense shock ran through his body and he felt more pain than he ever had before. His teeth clenched together and his vision faded as everything went black. Then he felt nothing.
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Memories of the Mind
“All right we can go!” Jaco yelled as he ran out of his room and out the front door. The whole house erupted into pure chaos. Some stayed to shift into their Dragon forms while the others ran. They all watched the explosions and the other three helicopters fly away. Once they were all there they watched as Aldrich shifted and roared. His children were all lined up and running towards them with their guns pointed right at them. As soon as they met the barrier they were thrown back. This surprised everyone who was inside the barrier. When Aldrich ran and met the barrier everyone took an instinctive step back. As he hit the wall and began to roll away a few chuckles ripped through the crowd.
Once Aldrich recovered they watched him look around confused then like a twig being snapped clarity came over him. He then ran towards his children gathering them up as he touched each and every one of them. Some were walking away but when he touched them they shook their heads and formed the line back up with their fellow brother and sister.
“He knows its magic.” Zach said
“How?” Zoe asked knowing that the possibility was impossible as her and her brother were the only ones that had magic in their blood.
“I don’t know but he does.” Zach replied
“Not good. Earth Dragons! Your turn make them scared and worried that they have messed with the wrong ones!” Kaiden yelled out.
The Earth Dragons all knew that there was going to be no rock throwing or tree swinging. They all put their minds to work and seemed to come up with a plan without saying a word to each other. Morgan created the holes and swallowed up all the burning wreckage. Quinn and Hunter made the earth roll while the others got the stuff buried in the back. When the group of half-bloods fell from the waves of earth rolling at them a little bit of laughter filled the air. Then as one they seemed to surge forward and some started to fire their guns when Aldrich let out another roar.
Everyone flinched and some gasped when a bullet hit the barrier. But it just fell to the ground and a collective sigh went all around. Donny surged forward from behind a few people and shot his arms out. Immediately the guns all exploded in the half-blood’s hands. When all the guns had exploded Aldrich let out another roar of anger and Donny shrugged his shoulders.
“Alright now decision time, are we going to heal or kill him?” Kaiden asked
“I think I would like to see in his head first. How the hell does he know magic?” Leon replied.
“Alright I will agree with that. I am a bit curious myself. But he is gonna be hard to catch as a Dragon.” Kaiden realized
“I got this.” Halina responded and sent out her lighting. It struck him in the back except he didn’t go down. “Fuck I need to get closer.” And before anyone could argue she surged forward through the barrier. Zach was the first to follow. Then one by one they all followed without question. As the last of them came through the eyes on the half-bloods looked like they were going to explode. 
Large Dragons mixed with men and women was probably a sight to behold but they were all used to it. Aldrich looked back at them then and in his eyes was only rage. Pure hate and evil seeped from those pupils. He started to shift like he was going to attack them and Halina outstretched both hands walking forward. 
Halina gathered as much power as she could and she let the lightning shoot from her hands towards Aldrich. It hit him right in the chest. He went down the shock causing him to shift back to human violently which looked very painful to Zoe. Only his children winced from the shift.
“Well he is down, now what?” Halina smiled and bounced on her feet. Zach laughed and pulled her in for a kiss. 
Aldrich’s half-bloods stood in shock as they saw their father go down. Only a few started to prepare themselves for a fight.
“Hey Etana you think you could use that whip of yours and pull him forward? I think we will handle the rest of them after we have a look in that head of his.” Zoe announced. She really didn’t want to kill anyone but her family had a bit of revenge built up for the ones that took her mother. 
Everyone tensed as a group broke loose of Aldrich’s sons surging forward ready to fight. A group of half-bloods from the barracks were the first to respond and they took off towards the bad half-bloods. A large son launched himself into the air as Kevin took the lead and jumped up to meet the larger man. When they met in the air Kevin twisted throwing his leg out catching the large male on the side of his head and knocking him out. The rest met on the ground and not long after the fight was over with all of Aldrich’s sons knocked out or subdued.
“Would an Earth Dragon please make sure these men do not go anywhere while we gather the others?” Kevin yelled out. The full-bloods watched as the rest of the half-bloods from the barracks ran forward and gathered the rest of Aldrich’s children. Morgan and Quinn had their hands to the ground as groups were brought forward. They made shallow holes in the ground while the sons and daughters were lead into them and then filled so that there was no escape.
“I am going to need Sarah, Alexi and Gosha. Vivi if you want to help you can.” Leon announced thinking that they needed to get this done while the evil spawn of Aldrich were confined. After all Aldrich could wake up while they were busy fighting and that would not be a good thing.
Etana had pulled Aldrich forward and Leon pounced at his head. He wanted to make sure he was good and passed out. He was however he was also waking just as Leon had feared he would. Alexi and Gosha ran forward and Leon instructed them both to keep him asleep. A strong Blood Dragon could fight another mentally but with four he didn’t stand a chance. Sarah and a hesitant Vivi stepped forward. As soon as the half-bloods noticed her they started to yell and cuss at her, threatening her even though they were stuck in the ground. She ignored it all and asked Leon what she needed to do.
“I want you to open his mind, like I showed you. I will do the looking and you will see it too since you will have the link open. Sarah, honey I would like you to lower his heart rate. His adrenaline is still pumping hard and I need it to stop.” Sarah nodded and got right to work. Vivi hesitated a moment not completely sure she wanted to see inside her father’s head. “Vivi you can block them if you don’t want to see them. Some might leak through. The stronger ones will but be aware the strongest ones are usually love and happiness.” Leon explained
“Ok I can do this.” Vivi said as she mentally prepared herself then placed her hands on the man that made her. Vivi opened the mind right where he wanted her too and as soon as Leon looked the memories played out like a movie. 
She saw a beautiful woman in extreme pain and strapped to a table as she watched her baby being taken away from her. Vivi could see a bit of herself in that woman. Then she saw a younger Ada and a man that must be her grandfather. The memories played out in order and it was basically watching Aldrich’s whole life. She saw what Ada talked about and the happy little boy who liked to play with his little wooden toys. She saw the beatings and then the change in the little boy.
Vivi watched it all. She saw him looking at a woman in a barn being beat. She saw him kidnap a girl and then blocked the scene from her mind. She looked to Christian and stared at him for strength. 
About ten minutes later a vision slammed through her walls. There was a gorgeous older woman with wisps of white in her bangs. She realized it was the first time her parents met. She knew it was her mother and this was the first time she had ever seen her. “Mama!” she cried out involuntarily and then began to weep as the memory shifted to his first night with her. Vivi wanted so bad to block it out but she couldn’t. It was the only visions of her mother she had even though the scene was a brutal one she tried to focus on her mother’s face.
She watched when her mother told him she was pregnant and how happy she was. How she danced around the room and laughed. She saw Rosa and Michael talking to her mother and she smiled up at Rosa through blurry tear filled eyes. Then the scene shifted and her mother was giving birth to her. Her mother was in pain but her father helped ease it. Vivi saw her father as he watched her start to come out and then she watched as her mother pulled her the rest of the way out on onto her chest. Her mother smiled and kissed her bloody head. She called her Vivian and told her she loved her. Vivi’s heart soared at the vision.
Then crumpled just as fast as she watched her mother screamed as Vivi was ripped from her arms and taken away. She then watched as her father came back into the room and placed his hands on her mother. Then next thing she saw was her mother turn to ash and flowers. Vivi screamed a blood curdling wail and sobs wracked her body as she blocked the memories back out. Sobs wracked her body so hard she shook. The yelling of the half-bloods drowned out as pure utter rage surged through her veins. That was he mother the one and only time she had seen her mother was the last. He had taken her the moment after she had given birth and that was inexcusable in her mind. She wanted his death to happen from her hands just like he had done to her mother.
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Choices
Christian watched in horror knowing he could do nothing to help the woman he loved. Vivi’s heart had just ripped into two and he was helpless. Rosa came over to him and explained that she believed she just saw her mother’s death and every bad thing her mother went through before that day. He knew she was right, Vivi had yelled out Mama. He still felt helpless though. He couldn’t take her heartbreaking sobs anymore and ran to her side. He crouched behind her and coursed his love through his hands to her although the wailing didn’t stop.
Vivi’s cries affected everyone except for her siblings in the holes. They laughed at her and mocked her. All the females were in tears and silent sobs as they looked on. Leon watched for a while longer and then he pulled away. Vivi had her eyes closed and he knew she was blocking everything. His heart broke for her. He had seen everything and more than he wanted to see of what that monster did to her mother and many other women. Leon gently pulled her hands off of her father’s head and her heartbreak flowed through her hands into him and he screamed as he had never felt such heartbreak in all his life.
Vivi pulled her hands back when the awful mournful scream hit her ears. Leon looked at her with tears streaming down his face. “Vivian I am so sorry sweet girl. I am so, so sorry. I didn’t know. I did not know you had never seen her.” Leon pleaded
“Is he healable in your opinion? From all the horrible things I saw just glimpses of the horror. He has been a sadist since he was a teenager. He kidnapped a girl and then I blocked it. If what he did after was the same as the barn scene I think he is not!” Vivi screamed
“He is not he is a sadist as his father before him. I have never seen anything as horrible as the images in his head done by his own hands. The one thing I am curious about is a journal. I am most interested in finding that.” Leon sobbed. He could not shake the heartbreak that was shoved into him when he touched Vivi.
“Kaiden?” Vivi looked to him through her tears.
“Vivi can you live with it, if we heal him can you stand to see his face every day?” Kaiden asked
“No I cannot! You have no idea the things he has done to women. Not to mention as soon as my mother named me told me she loved me he killed HER! He took me from her and then came back and killed her with his own hands!” Vivi screamed out another wail but through her tears she saw the nod. 
Christian immediately felt her intent and yelled “Hands OFF!” right before Vivi slammed her hands on his chest and then fell forward to the ground as Aldrich turned to ash. She heard the gasps of her siblings then and all the yelling stopped as she got up and strode over to them.
Vivi had snapped and murder was in her eyes. She walked over to the first half-blood in the ground. “Marcus!” she yelled and he came right over to her. “Don’t touch me please I don’t want to hurt you. Now ask them who it was.” She demanded
Marcus obliged and went down the line. “Did you try to capture a Pearl female in California?” he asked the first one and he shook his head no. Marcus knew Vivi’s ability and knew she would tell him if they lied. Marcus asked each one when he got to the fourth man he asked again. “Did you?” the man shook his head no. Vivi cringed as the pain shot to her head then she kicked the man in the face. Marcus looked back at his children they both nodded to him. “Who are the other two?” The man refused to talk and so he continued but the rest of the half-bloods all told the truth and that meant there was only one here.
“Where are the other ones?” Marcus asked the man but the man stayed silent. Marcus looked to Vivi. She nodded and gently touched her brother’s hand and then he screamed in pain and crumpled forward. 
“They are all dead. She managed to kill one right there and the other one never came back this last time before he called us home.” The half-blood confessed
“Daddy, don’t!” Zoe rushed to her father. “I have no idea what I am doing but this doesn’t feel right to me. Aldrich is dead they are free of him. What do they have left?” Zoe pleaded.
“Bitch we will kill you. But first I will force you to bite me. I will rape you day and night until you are a broken shell of a woman and then I will…….” The man never finished as Christian surged forward and placed his hand on his head. He stopped the man’s heart before that man crumpled forward legs still buried in the ground.
“Sorry Zoe but he was telling the truth and his intent was to do just what he said. In fact, this one and this one and this one they are all sexually excited at the thought of raping you.” Christian explained
“Paulo let these one out!” Zoe asked Paulo with a smile on her face. Paulo placed his hands on the ground. The four half-bloods Christian had pointed out were now standing out of the holes and they didn’t know if they should attack or run. Zoe smiled at the men. “Well you are free. Why don’t you try and see if you can do what he said? You think you can take me? Let’s go then.”
No one moved as Zoe lunged at the first man that smiled at her. She caught him right in the nose with a fist and then rolled to the ground. As she got back up she pulled the two small led filled wooden sticks from her back. The half-blood she hit was still standing there her back to him. She swung her arm out turning her body back towards the man and she struck. She had struck his nose once more with the stick this time and he crumpled to the ground. The other three crowded around.
They created a circle around her and she turned as she watched the men. The half-blood at her back lunged however she anticipated the move and swung her arm back. The wooden stick hit the man in the side of the head and he went down completely knocked out. She went to step away and one of the half-bloods rolled towards her taking her down to the ground.
The half-blood had Zoe flat on her back and was sitting on her hips holding her wrists above her head. Zoe just smiled up at the male as she brought her knees up to his butt and placed her right foot over his leg. She then braced herself and twisted her hips to the right using the momentum to roll the man over placing her on top. The half-blood still had a hold of her wrists so she tucked her elbows in. This caused his hands to go into her chest and left his face open for a fabulous head butt which Zoe took full advantage of. Once he was passed out she turned to look for the other man.
The last half-blood had taken off running towards the cliff. Zoe looked to her family and had to smile because none of them moved to get her target. She took off running after him. In mid stride she shifted into her Dragon and continued running. She caught the half-blood with her mouth. Zoe had the half-blood by the torso in her mouth and she bit down until her teeth matched back up. Zoe also shook her head from side to side until the struggling stopped. She then flung the man over the cliff into the ocean.
Zoe turned her huge Dragon body around and looked back to her family. She smiled as she caught sight of the proud smile on Kaiden’s face. She trotted herself back to her family and as she approached Kaiden took off his shirt handing it over to her after she shifted back.
“We took care of the two you left alive and they are all now deep in the ground. Good job Angel.” Kaiden praised her.
Zoe was kind of surprised that no one tried to step in and help. Was even more surprised that the natural fighters, the Fury’s, were the calm ones in the group and they were just watching the half-bloods in the ground like hawks.
Leon had gone to search for the trunk he saw Aldrich drop in the vision. While the rest watched over the men and women in the holes. The half-bloods in the holes were arguing with each other. Some stayed silent and looked on with scared faces while the others all argued. Vivi stood looking at all of them like she wanted to rip them all apart with her teeth. Then a little voice broke the arguing voices and little Abby came running up with Ben and the dogs right as Vivi went to step forward towards her siblings.
“Wait! Wait! Wait!” Abby yelled
“Abby! Honey you are supposed to be in bed!” Piper hollered surprised to see her little girl however she knew her daughters strong will and knew if Abby felt the need to be here she would be.
Abby walked right over to Vivi. “Vivi yous colors are all wrong, so sad. Miss Alexi you make it better?” Abby cooed
“No!” Vivi yelled
“Vivi if she no fixes it you will go bad. I see it trying to change to that bad color. I don’t want you to be bad. I want yous to be how you were.” Abby stated. As soon as those words came out of her mouth Christian grabbed Vivi and his mother surged forward and took the pain and heartbreak away.
“No, no, no” Vivi wept and crumpled to the ground.
“Honey if you can tell me, I can draw her for you. Every face you saw on her if you describe it I can draw it.” Sarah explained as she crouched next to a sobbing broken hearted Vivi.
“You can?” Vivi looked up at her hope filling her eyes.
“I can and I will. Right now let Christian take you inside. I think you are done for the night.”
“Yeps, Maggie sent me here. She wants you.” Abby said
“Maggie? My sister?” a teenage female half-blood asked
“No, my sister along with all the other babies they are mine!” Vivi yelled as Christian helped her up and carried her away.
“Okies, Mommy you helps me? I hads to gets Vivi aways. Maggie tolds me to get her before she did bad things to dems” Abby announced and everyone turned to look at her. Piper walked over with a curious smile on her face and held her daughters hand.
“Okies, this one bad, bad, good, good, bad, iffy…” Abby informed everyone as she walked down the line with her mother at her hand and pointed them out.
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The Good the Bad and Iffy
Morgan let the half-bloods out of the holes and they stood in a groups surrounded by a group of turned half-bloods. The ones that were deemed good ones were only teenagers most of them looked to be very young teenagers. There were three girls and four boys, eyes as big as saucers as they watched their other brothers being put into groups from what the little girl told them. The Fury’s all stood in a line in front of all the ones Abby had said were bad, which were still halfway in the ground. Another group, the “iffy” ones, stood between Gabe, Mateo and five turned half-bloods. They were all waiting for Leon to return from walking off.
Leon had told everyone about the journal and that he was going to look for the trunk that it was in before he walked off. He wasn’t sure what it was yet, he just knew that Aldrich went to it a lot in his memories. 
Rosa and Michael had gotten curious about it and followed him from a distance. They saw the trunk before Leon with their excellent night vision. They jogged up to Leon and pointed it out. Leon grabbed the trunk and they all walked back to the groups that were waiting for them.
Once they reached the groups Leon asked Donny to provide a little light. Donny held up his palm and little balls of fire erupted in them. Leon opened the trunk once he could see. As soon as the lid was open Leon felt the evil Pull of the journal. His hands hovered over the thing, the journal wanted him to pull it out and listen to it. This scared Leon more than anything he had ever come across so he refused the call and slammed the lid of the trunk closed. He backed away from the trunk and muttered “No.”
That got Rosa’s attention and she bent to lift the lid but felt nothing at all. She picked the journal up and opened the leather flap. She read quickly and then turned to Leon. “What did you feel?” she asked him knowing he felt something from it from his reaction.
“I felt an evil Pull from it. It wanted me to touch it and read it. That thing wanted me to listen to it.” Leon tried to explain.
“I wonder how he got this. This journal is the account of a Dragon. It is his life written in words, like Marsali thought. Only this one died slowly and as he died he wrote his feelings. I believe this book is spelled for Blood Dragons. I think this is what ultimately corrupted him. I think this journal is what made him believe he could be a King. I also believe it is meant for Blood Dragons because I don’t feel a thing from it. Not even the magic.” Rosa explained
“It needs to be destroyed. We cannot risk this book getting in the hands of our children or our grandchildren. If it did this mess will happen all over again and that cannot happen!” Sarah bellowed.
“I agree, I only request that you give me a moment to read through it all. The magic does not affect me, I just…. Well… this is a piece of history.” Rosa pleaded to Kaiden and Zoe to understand the historian inside of her begging.
“Take your moment while we figure out what to do with these ones.” Kaiden answered and walked over to the group of Fury’s. Well ladies and gentlemen what do you suggest?” 
“Well when we hunted them we let them fight. I think Tia and John want a little action since they haven’t gotten any but this time we will do it weaponless.” Colby answered
“Burned or buried?” Charles asked the group of bad ones.
“What?” One of them asked bewildered
“When you die, do you want to be burned or buried?” Charles asked again, irritated with them all. The fight had not gone as they all had thought it would. Charles saw visions of pure chaos, a battlefield full of it. He was not mad or jealous that it wasn’t however the pain that was still in the air from Vivi had them all a little tense.
“You’re serious?” another asked with fear in his voice.
“Deadly.” Charles sneered
“Buried then.” The scared one stuttered.
“Paulo would you kindly make a hole pretty deep and about ten feet to our left?” Charles yelled out. He didn’t wait for a response before he started to explain the rules. “Alright, you guys were deemed the bad and unfixable by our little one and well this is how this is gonna play out. We are going to move into the valley over there. You guys are going to try and escape the circle we are going to create around you. We will leave all of our weapons behind. If you have a hidden knife, good luck to you with that.” Charles explained.
Morgan heard the plan and since she was still in her Dragon form she concentrated a bit and then the bad ones were in the hole moved to where she thought they were going to fight. She waited until the Fury’s were a good distance apart from one another in a perfect circle around the half-bloods. Morgan waited until she got some kind of signal and then she filled in the hole. From the bottom up she filled it in until the half-bloods were standing in a large group in the middle of the Fury’s.
The half-bloods looked around at their enemies. Some looked scared where the others looked like they wanted blood. A brave one ran for the space between Tia and Camilla. Tia laughed and let him get close. Tia used her speed ability and scooted over a bit then kicked the man back towards the others and he went flying into a few of his brothers. 
Another brave one walked right up to John. John let him get a punch in before he let loose. John took it easy on him though and mainly just dodged what the man was throwing out. He was trying to get more of them to come at him. He let the half-blood punch him a couple times and then the others went wild when the half-blood got a good punch to John’s eye and it split open leaking a bit of blood. As the smell of blood hit the half-bloods noses they all ran out and into the other Fury’s reach. A few ran close to another and then went for the opening between two Fury’s
Etana was wicked with her krav maga skills taking men down left and right. Colby and Makayla had some payback built up in them from the last fight when she almost died so they were brutal with the punches. Charles also let loose and Claudia was right there with him. Sebastian and Camilla were a little more refined in their fighting and preferred to get it over with quickly except they had not killed anyone yet. John was having fun sharing blow after blow and Tia was a speed demon, flying all around the circle and kicking the ones who managed to get out of the circle and were trying to escape.
Colby was the one who dealt the first deadly blow. His fist landed just right at the side of a temple and the man fell to the ground with half his skull crushed in. After that the half-bloods started to fall one by one although John made sure that Tia did not take a life that night. The fight was over pretty fast and when all the half-bloods were down the Fury men grabbed them and tossed their bodies in the hole Paulo had created. When the last man was in Morgan made the hole deeper and then covered it in.
The Fury’s walked back over to everyone else. Most of the family had gone back up to the house knowing that this was not a true fight any longer. The huge threat had been eliminated by Vivi. All that remained were the two groups of half-bloods surrounded by a handful of half-bloods along with the Pearls. Kaiden looked over to the group that Abby deemed the good ones. 
“You alone have the opportunity to change your future now that Aldrich is no longer here. Our Little Abby has the ability to see good in people and she said you guys are the good ones.” Kaiden started to explain to the young ones he stood before.
“I am going to tell you a story before I offer anything to you. A few months ago we met Vivi and she has since joined our family, as you can tell. Then one day about a month or so later four boats showed up in the ocean full of children and four women. We took them all in and gave the four women a choice. They could stay here with us and learn our way. Or they could leave. Two chose to leave and two chose to stay. Another month passed and we had a park built for the children to play on. We renovated rooms for the kids and gave them a home. Those children were kids again and enjoyed being here. My wife and I sort of adopted one of the babies and while my wife was giving her a bath she felt something in her foot.” Kaiden had all their attention even the ones in the iffy group.
“She took the baby to Vivi and there they got the object out. We then checked all the children and found more objects that were imbedded under the skin. In every child five and under there was a small metal object. We later found out that it was a tracking chip and we took them as far from us as we could get them. However we missed one of those metal trackers and the sister tracking chip was inside a missile. We lost every child over three years old that day and some of our own.” Kaiden informed them. As he looked at the group he noticed that the females were all in tears and one of the boys. The other boys looked sad save for one in particular who did not look surprised.
“A missile also hit the two who left. He put it in their belongings. I was in the car with him when he pressed the button.” One of the boys told him, he was one that didn’t look surprised.
“That saddens me. Those girls chose a good future and last I heard from them they were doing very well. They had bought a home and were enrolling in school. Now I am giving you that choice. You can stay here and learn our way or you can leave. It is up to you and what you want to do with your life.” Kaiden told them.
“Maggie is here and she is happy?” One girl asked. She was the same one that asked before.
“She is and she is a doll. She is quite special to us all.” Halina replied.
“What about them?” One asked as he pointed to the group that was deemed iffy.
“They will not be offered a chance to stay with us. Their choice will be freedom or if they choose…death.” Kaiden said as he looked to the other group. 
“The three that held us aren’t here. Did you guys kill some of your own before you got here?” Claudia asked. “They weren’t in the group that fought either.”
“I noticed three run off as we were told to go forward but I wasn’t going to stop them. More or less I wanted to follow them but I was too scared. They never killed anyone and they stuck close together all the time. I don’t think you will have to worry about them.” One of the boys in the good group replied.
“I don’t like that one bit but they never did harm us. They held us yes but they never abused us. Believe me if I see them though I will confront them.” Claudia announced.
“I wish to leave. I don’t want any part in this anymore. I didn’t ask to be born or to be used and I really don’t want to hurt anyone. I just want to live.” A boy in the good group announced.
“I would like to leave also. Forge a life that I want instead of one that was planned out for me.” Another boy said
At the end, all the good ones chose to leave except the girl who asked about Maggie. Kaiden told her to step to the side and he would explain more to her as soon as he was done. Jaco drove up in an SUV and handed the ones that chose to leave a duffel bag and a backpack each. 
“In those are clothing and food. Enough money to get you started on a new life too. I know none of you asked for this and I thought most would want to leave. We all know what you have gone through in your lives and we don’t wish you to continue in strife. We really are good people here. I just hope one day you see that.” Jaco said as he handed out the bags. Jaco then went back and grabbed more bags. He walked over to the group of “Iffy” ones. “Same applies to you guys too. Just leave and start a new life. I will be monitoring the news and papers. So if anything at all stands out and it appears that a half-blood did the crime… well… we will come find you and stop you. So take this opportunity we are handing you in a bag and disappear.”
“How are we supposed to just start a new life?” One of the girls in the iffy group asked.
“Well I am the computer tech here. I took a picture of all of you when you landed. In those bags are new identities and the documents to prove them. At the airport in Dublin is a one way ticket for each of you. You just have to pick where that one way ticket is going. There are no set times on the tickets. You just have to go to the counter and give your name. After that it’s your choice on where and what you do. There are also taxi’s waiting on the main road for you all. So you might want to get going.” Jaco said as he walked away and sat in the SUV waiting to drive whoever wanted a ride back to the house.
The two groups didn’t hesitate they all grabbed the bags up and walked toward the main road that Jaco had pointed out. Once they were out of earshot Kaiden turned to the only half-blood that chose to stay.
“There will be rules for you that are different than the other half-bloods that are here. You will have to work a little harder than others to prove that we can trust you. Now, what is your name?” Kaiden asked
“Colleen is my name.” she replied
“How old are you Colleen?” Zoe asked
“I am fifteen.” Colleen replied
“Alright Colleen you will need to say these words and then we will go to the house and explain everything.” Halina said as she whispered the words in the girl’s ear. Colleen got down on one knee and swore fealty to Kaiden and Zoe. She then got in the vehicle with Halina and Iraina along with a couple Fury’s.
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The Journal
Rosa had read the whole journal by the time Halina and the others got in the SUV. As it drove off Rosa had started to go through the trunk. The things inside looked like mementos more than anything else. The only thing Rosa found that she felt needed to be kept was a picture of Vivi’s mother. Everything else could be destroyed with the journal.
“I have read the journal. Nothing really of significance in the thing. It is just a Dragon’s account of things. He was the last to die and he used something similar to what Marsali did and made himself human. He wrote what he could down and then spelled it. He must have known what Marsali was going to do, because he knew a Dragon would find it. In it he mentioned doing a spell and saw a bit of the future. In that vision he mentioned seeing us as humans who could shift into Dragons.” Rosa stated
“Well he definitely knew what he was doing then and to me that is more hateful than anything. The only question is how do we destroy it?” Kaiden asked
“That I don’t know. I think only Zoe and Zach can do it.” Rosa said
“This is gonna be hard then. The magic always seems to just come to us when we don’t even know we need it.” Zach mused
“Here let me hold it and see if that calls it forward?” Zoe reached her hand out for the journal and Rosa placed it in her hand. As soon and the journal touched her skin Zoe screamed and dropped it. “It burned me!” Zoe yelped
“What the hell?” Kaiden asked worried.
Zach reached for her hand and she showed him the burn. It was a very severe burn and would need to be healed. As Zach looked closer there was a pattern to the burn and suddenly his Dragon ripped through him causing him to shift. They all jumped back just in time to miss getting knocked down. Zach hissed at the book and let out a menacing growl. He backed up and looked to Zoe. As Zoe looked at him confused he nodded to her hand. She brought her hand close to her face and started to see the pattern and then her shift was forced upon her as well. She also growled at the journal as soon as she was fully shifted.
Zach started to growl and hiss more and more. Kaiden was confused until he looked at the hand that was now her paw. The pattern that she and Zach saw was a bright red and seemed to be moving up her leg. It looked like a coiled serpent and he could tell she was in pain. Zach started to pace and Kaiden started to really get scared. This was magical and he couldn’t do anything about it. Zoe hissed and growled in pain her tail flicked wildly behind her while she paced keeping her eyes on the journal. Zach flicked his tail and that is when the two touched. They both held their tails where they were and suddenly heat was rising in them. Everyone that stayed behind felt the heat and began to back up quickly. 
The magical burn was moving quicker and seemed to be traveling straight to her heart as the heat built in them both. As soon as they both opened their mouths black fire erupted from them on the journal. Everyone held their breaths as the fire consumed the book and slowly the magical burn moved back down to her paw and then left her body completely slithering across the grass towards the journal. As soon as the burn met the fire it left their mouths. 
Zoe shifted back to human and screamed right before she passed out. The burn was still there and now it looked infected with puss oozing out of it. Zach roared his fury then scooped her up in one claw and Kaiden in the other. He flew to the house as quickly as he could while the others ran as fast as they could to follow him.
Zach landed in front of the main house letting Kaiden go before he touched down. Zach then carefully laid Zoe on the grass and began to weep as he shifted back into his human form still cradling his twin in his arms. Kaiden flew inside the house and started shouting. He kept shouting as he ran for Vivi’s suite. Alexi and Gosha met him in the hall and Kaiden crashed into them. He was in hysterics and couldn’t speak past the tears and the block in his throat. He just grabbed them and ran back down the stairs pulling them behind him. Vivi and Christian ran behind them confused they had never seen Kaiden like this before.
Kaiden pulled them right outside to Zoe. Rosa was the one to explain to them about the burn and Alexi was the first to respond. She grabbed Zoe’s burned hand as Zach shifted his weight and Kaiden dropped down near her head. The whole house had come outside as the shouting had riled them all up. Most everyone else had come out because they had heard Zach’s mournful roars before he shifted back to human and now everyone was in the clearing. Alexi was deep in concentration with both her hands around the one of Zoe’s that had gotten burned. Alexi concentrated on the burn and healing is while tears started to stream down her face.
“I can’t heal it!” Alexi looked to Kaiden and wept. “The burn touched a tiny bit of her heart. HOW?”
“It was magic. It crawled right up her arm and started to touch her chest just before their fire burned the journal.” Rosa explained and she began to cry.
Gosha ran forward and placed his hands over his mates in a panic. Vivi and Christian went to either side of Alexi as Sarah and Leon went to Zoe’s feet. Bronwyn then went to her other hand and they all concentrated. As they sat there they all began to cry. Vivi was the one to look up and break the news.
“We can’t heal it.” Vivi sobbed
Zach screamed loud and long making everyone jump. Marcus also screamed his sorrow while Kaiden wept silently holding her face. Everyone began to cry and shouts of horror got louder and louder. Everyone dropped to their knees as their Queen lay dying. 
Colleen looked on in shock and knew this was her fault. Somehow she felt that this was her doing. She walked forward and tapped Vivi on the shoulder.
“Can you pass it to me?” Colleen asked
“What?” Vivi asked completely lost and utterly confused.
“Her heart is starting to weaken. Something needs to happen soon. Zach! Magic! something! Anything!” Alexi screamed
Marcus shifted and moved next to Zach. Vivi placed one hand on Colleen and left the other on Zoe. Colleen then reached out to Zach and he moved closer automatically so her hand would connect. Then it was Marcus who let out a wail as green smoke rose from Zach’s mouth and two screams ripped though everyone. 
The green smoke allowed the burn to travel up Vivi’s hand and into Colleen. Colleen fell to the ground as Zoe opened her eyes. Kaiden yelled out and grabbed Zoe into his arms. Everyone cried a little more in relief and then a gasp filled the silence as Vivi had gone to Colleen.
“She’s human!” Vivi shouted through her gasp.
“What?” Zoe asked
“The burn must have been trying to burn out your Dragon. Colleen wanted me to shift the burn from you to her. I couldn’t do it until they let out the magic and then it flowed right through me into her. Now her Dragon is gone. I don’t feel any Pull and I can’t feel it in her anymore.” Vivi responded as she held the now human girl who was still passed out.
“Oh! I still have mine, right? The baby?” Zoe yelled out as she began to panic.
Alexi moved closer and placed her hands on Zoe. She took only a second and then smiled at Zoe. “You are fine honey. Everything is how it is supposed to be.”
“Oh poor Colleen.” Zoe felt horrible for the girl but relieved at the same time which made her heart hurt and she sobbed into Kaiden’s shoulder.
“Bring her inside and we will all watch over her. I have a debt of gratitude for her.” Kaiden said as he stood and picked Zoe up cradling her in his arms. “We will celebrate after we all get some much needed rest. Aldrich is dead, we are free, so sleep in tomorrow, make love all day. Just do what you want and at dinner we will have a celebration. For now I am taking these two to sleep.” Kaiden announced and everyone began to cheer and laugh.
Zach stood and took Colleen from Vivi. He didn’t say a word just silently took the girl form Vivi’s arms. He carried her to his suite and placed her in the spare room. The only reason the magic came to him was because she offered her life for Zoe’s. For that Zach owed this girl the world. For Zach the bond him and Zoe shared was there however when he felt her disappearing he was beside himself in grief. He knew Kaiden must have felt it too because the man was distraught his emotions were all over the place. Colleen opened her eyes as Zach opened the door and he was shocked to see the red flecks in her eyes were gone. She didn’t wake up though so Zach placed her in the bed and took Halina to their room.
Kaiden placed Zoe in their bed gently. She was still in tears and he just wanted to hold her. Before he was able to climb in bed Zoe asked for Lily and he went to grab her. Once he had Lily, who was still asleep, he placed her in Zoe’s arms and then climbed into bed behind her. Zoe cried herself to sleep holding on to Lily like she might float away. Kaiden followed shortly after wrapped around his mate who he almost lost tonight. 
Marcus snuck into the room a couple hours later when Lily normally woke and snuck her out of the room. Iraina and Marcus stayed in the living room area with Lily until Kaiden and Zoe woke around noon. Zoe spoke all the time of how much Lily was on a particular schedule. Marcus knew his daughter needed her sleep so it was no problem taking care of his grandbaby. Besides it was a job he loved anyway.
Colleen had woken up in a strange room about nine in the morning according to the clock on the little table and the sun streaming in the window. She looked around the room and found the bathroom. She quickly relieved herself and then went to wash up. As she was washing her hands she looked in the mirror and saw her eyes. She burst into tears and huddled down on the floor. Zach found her like that a few hours later and immediately went to her.
“Are you ok?” Zach asked her
“It’s gone.” Colleen replied with a smile on her face.
“You’re happy about this?” Zach asked confused
“Yes! Halina explained to me about the soul mate thing and I knew I wouldn’t have one. Now I can fall in love with anyone like a human would and that is fine by me. I was going to chose not to turn anyway. I didn’t ever want to be a Dragon.” Colleen laughed
“Well ok then, um I don’t really know what to say but I am glad you are happy. This is your room from now on and I would like you to stay with Halina and me. You can decorate however you want to and I will call Marjorie today and have her come up. She is the clothing lady so you just have to tell her what you want.” Zach explained
“Really? You would do all that for me?” Colleen asked dumbfounded
“You took it from my sister and for that I owe you everything. Zoe means as much to me as my own mate and I would be lost without her. She is my other half.” Zach admitted.
“Thank you. I don’t know what to say now.” Colleen shyly admitted.
“Someone here wants to see you.” Halina said as she walked Maggie into the room.
“Maggie!” Colleen jumped up and ran to her baby sister.
“Coween!” Maggie laughed and ran to her. Colleen picked Maggie up and twirled her around. 
Marjorie came a few hours later and took Colleen’s measurements and then left. She had also told all the girls she would take them shopping when they were ready. Mary skipped breakfast but made a big brunch for everyone. As everyone sat down and began to eat they talked about the night before. They spoke of how the tension had been lifted and had asked Finley to make it rain. They all wanted the rain to wash it all away. They all spent the day inside and even gave Mary the night off from cooking. 
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One Month Later
A month had passed since Aldrich’s death and everyone was finally free. Hugh had finished all the houses a week ago and passed away a few days later. Kaiden took care of all the expenses and sent his kids some money. They buried him next to his wife and had a huge funeral. All of the rooms on the main floor were now empty as everyone moved into their homes. One of Hugh’s men informed Kaiden that he would be taking over the company and to call him if they needed anything. 
Mr. Steinman and his children went back to California but was still a phone call away for any legal matters the Sect had. Arthur had worked with his insurance company and partners while he was in Ireland and his offices had started being renovated before he got back. Arthur was also unable to stop Kaiden from paying him while he was in Ireland. His nanny was also at his home when he arrived.
The Half-Blood families had adopted the children in the main house. Some took two and others took only one but they all took the children so Vivi could live her life. Alexi and Gosha moved into their own home however theirs was fairly close to the main house so they got to see their son daily. Vivi is still having a very hard time with the memories she had seen. Nightmares plague her dreams and she wakes up screaming most nights. During the day she works with Sarah explaining the faces of her mother in all the visions she remembers. At the end of the month Sarah presented her with her work. She had framed each picture and colored them in. Some she painted and others she drew. Rosa had the picture she had found in the trunk enlarged as well as framed and that now hung over Vivi’s fireplace in her suite. 
The only babies that remained in the house were Jacob and Lily. Justine had also learned that she was pregnant shortly after that night. She was overjoyed and Gabe was beside himself. He wasn’t sad just worried that he wasn’t good enough to be a daddy. Jacob was one thing because he was just there. The one growing inside his mate however was a part of him and he knew he gave Mary hell and he feared his would be the same.
Zach and Halina spent their days getting to know Colleen. A bit of the teenager Halina never got to be came shining through when they talked. Zach took a big brother role more than a fatherly role with the girl and it worked for them. Colleen had figured out that she loved fashion and she now worked with Marjorie on the weekends. During the week she worked with Rosa and Michael. They were trying to cram in all her schooling at once to get her ready for school in the real world. That was something Colleen wanted, to go to a real high school in town.
Jaco spent his days doing what he said and tracked the movements of the half-bloods they let go. What none of them knew however, was that he put a tracking chip in the lining of all their bags. He knew they would hold on to at least one of the bags as a memento of their freedom. A couple stuck together and others split up on their own. Some went to big cities and rented apartments or a house. There were two out of all of them that went back to Alaska. But neither of them went to where the camp was located. Jaco thought they must have met women while they were there and went back to be with them. None of them had gotten in to any trouble during the month and that made Jaco happy.
Donny and Alex had kept their promise to each other and now took things slow. They made daily dates and flirted from across the room. Alex also found a couple hours each day and spent them alone with her parents. She loved that they were alive and not as protective of her now. They never tried to tell her what to do anymore and she loved that. She also found that her dad was an amazing artist and he loved tattoos as much as she did. He had started to teach her his techniques and they started to draw together. Her mother enjoyed watching them and teaching Alex the right way to blend the colors.
Morgan spent her time making the cribs she promised to make. She also went a little overboard and made every couple a special crib for their first born. There were only two couples that wouldn’t have children so she made them a special daybed. Quinn helped her with most of the work and they stored it all in a storage shed that Hunter had built for them. 
Everyone continued training but only the Fury’s maintained it daily. Everyone else went about every other day and more for exercise than anything else. Tonight however was the one month anniversary to their freedom. Kaiden planned a special celebration. All the ladies were required to wear a formal dress and the men were required to wear tuxedos. The dining room and living areas in the main house had been cleared out to another room and smaller tables were brought in with chairs. Kaiden asked Jaco to DJ the event and a dance floor was brought in.
Tall vases full of white roses and lilies filled the room. A dance ball glittered across the walls as soft music filtered around them. Mary and the girls made finger foods and trays of them were placed all over. Champagne was brought out as Kaiden stopped the music and stood before them all.
“One month ago today our fight ended and our freedom was given. The previous twenty five years was very hard on us but we came together and overcame. This is always your home however if you wish to travel the doors are now open. I know some of you ladies have chatted with Finley and are now itching to shop in Paris. You all may now come and go as you please. The world is yours. I just hope you all come back. I love having you all here and I would miss you terribly if you all decided to leave for good. The one thing I want to say most is Thank you! Thank you for believing in us and yourselves. Thank you for being a part of this Family. Thank you for surviving and being strong. Thank you for being you!” Kaiden shouted to the room. “I love you all!”
The room erupted in cheers and everyone clanked their glasses together.
The night was spent full of dancing and laughter. There was not a sad face in the crowd and Zoe soaked it all in. She knew that vacations and trips would start soon and some would be gone longer than others. But as she looked at the faces she knew that this would always be everyone’s home to come back to. This is where they would raise their children and grow roots. After all this is the only place they could let their Dragons out without any human eyes seeing anytime that they wanted to.
The land was protected and always would be. She knew eventually some would leave, like in a hundred years or so. Once it got a little too crowded. Her one prayer was that Kaiden and she set a good example and if other sects were formed that the Pearls were not like the ones of old. She wanted them all to be families and work together. She hoped there was never another dictatorship within their race again. 
First things first though, they needed to rebuild this almost extinct race. 
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Pearls 10 Years Later
“Bath time!” Zoe called to her children.
“But mom we took on last night. Can’t we just watch a movie? Dad got a new one yesterday and we haven’t watched it yet.” Isaac whined
Zoe looked down at her youngest son who was four years old now. She saw herself in him so much his white blond hair that stood out on his little tanned face. She now had four children of her own and Lily who was now ten. They had had children pretty quickly and she wouldn’t change a thing. When Isaac was born they decided to enjoy the five children before they tried for anymore. Briec was nine now Josephine was seven and Aisley was six. 
“Fine we can have a movie night, go and get your sisters and I’ll make the popcorn.” Zoe replied to her youngest son with a smile as he turned down the hall to get his sisters.
Zoe walked into the kitchen in the suite that was now stocked with food. The only night that they had Mary make dinner was on Sundays when everyone came to dinner if they were home. So Zoe and Kaiden shared the cooking duties now. Kaiden walked up behind her and wrapped his arms around her waist.
“So Isaac got you to cave huh?” Kaiden teased
“He sure did. So caramel or butter?” Zoe asked
Hmm let’s think about this? Five youngsters on a sugar high for the next few hours? Or bed on time and a bath for my beautiful Angel?” Kaiden mused
“Butter it is. Grab a couple bowl will you and ill pop this up?” Zoe turned to the microwave with the popcorn in hand.
The living room was full of toys and bean bag chairs for each kid. Movie night was a big deal on weekends and the kids always fought over who sat where. So the bean bags had become a must. Lily came into the room first and she took her seat in the bright pink bean bag. Zoe noticed that her other two daughters came in behind Lily and took their places in their red and purple bags. Isaac was in his green one and the blue one that should have Briec sitting in it was empty.
“Where is Briec?” Kaiden asked
Lily looked at her dad and rolled her eyes. “Where do you think he is?” she laughed.
At that moment Justine appeared at the elevator with Briec at her side. “Zoe we need to talk. They are too young to be sneaking around and doing the kissing stuff.” 
“Again? Alright Briec that is the last time. I know she is your soul mate and you have already established the bond. However you are too young to be doing this already and if I have to I will send you to grandpa.” Zoe threatened
“Mom I am going to be ten in like seven months you can’t keep us apart.” Briec replied as he glared up at Justine who had just snitched him out to his mom.
“Kaiden he is your son you fix this. You need to explain to the boy what happens. Dad is in Hawaii and would be happy to take the stubborn little man for a few months.” Zoe said as she went to the living room and handed each of her children a bowl of popcorn.
Kaiden took Briec back to his room and Justine waved goodbye. The boy was a handful Zoe knew. They had figured out who his soul mate was as soon as the girl was born. Zoe was tickled pink that it was her best friend’s daughter however as the two get older they get in more trouble. If they are not watched like a hawk then they are sneaking off with each other. Zoe remembered Ben and Abby when they first met and how Ben was with her. But then again Abby is five years younger than Ben, not the same age. 
Briec was also the only Pearl male they had and he knew that he was a King, which didn’t help Zoe any as the boy took that fact to his head. Aisley was also a Pearl but she was very quiet and shy. Isaac was a Fury and John was his hero it also helped that John happened to be his soul mates Father. Josephine was Water and she spent a lot of time with her soul mate as well. In fact all of her children knew her their soul mate was but none were like Briec and his. Those two were trouble with a capital T.
Lily was the only one of her children who did not and would not have a soul mate. Zoe spoke to her a lot about it once she started to notice all the other children basically went into pairs when they all went outside to play. Zoe spent extra time explaining what happened and why Lily had come to them. Once Lily understood she went to Vivi a lot and talked with her sister. It also helped that Justine had Jacob. Lily and Jacob were best friends as well as brother and sister.
Kaiden and Zoe both spend their days managing the land with the help of Zach and Halina. Kaiden with his intuition does the investing online as well as stocks. Zach uses his ability and makes sure that everyone is happy and has everything they need. Zoe takes care of payroll and the finances while Halina does all the ordering of food and supplies. The four of them make a very good team and have managed the mountain for ten years now with no problems. They have even created an account that is strictly for the land which everyone deposits money into. This was created only after lots of pestering from the rest of the family.
That account is used to buy the groceries and supplies for everyone’s household. Many have businesses and jobs outside the border. So once a month everyone makes a deposit into the family account. The ladies that work in the house go once a week to gather everything needed from the stores and then spend the next day making deliveries. It has worked out well and the girls love helping out the new moms. 
Kaiden and Zoe took trips every summer with the kids to her father’s place in Hawaii. Marcus and Iraina maintained a house on the land as well as their home in Kauai. They purchased the ocean front property about two years after Briec was born. They travel between the two homes but summers are always in Kauai. The kids all love it there and look forwards to the month long vacation they spend there. Marcus and Iraina also call daily to speak with their kids and grandkids.
On the other side of the house Halina had her hands full making sundaes for her children. Zach stood next to her holding one their newest babies in his arms. Because of their upbringing both of them wanted a lot of children and right now they had six. Zach also inherited the twin gene as they had two sets of twins. 
Tori and Taylor were their newest arrivals who were now six months old and happened to be identical Blood girls. They also had another set of twins who were fraternal Annalese and Cooper were Pearls and now they are four years old. Airic who was also a Pearl was ten now and he was just like his father. Noah was eight and he was Earth. Noah was the troublesome one who always climbed out the window into the trees.
Noah preferred the trees so much that Halina had had Morgan come and decorate his room. His bed was a vine hammock that hung from the two small but sturdy trees in his room. There was no carpet as he wanted fresh grass instead. There was no electronics in the room at all which Halina was very thankful for. Airic on the other hand had a huge TV in his room with a few video game systems. Cooper shared a room with Airic and those two were two peas in a pod. They were stoic like their father however once you got them going they were a riot.
“Hey Babe you want chocolate or vanilla tonight?” Halina asked as she scooped the ice cream into bowls.
“Can I have one of each?” Zach asked while he placed Tori into a highchair next to Taylor who was already munching on a cone in her seat.
“You sure can. Hey we also need to talk to Airic about Chloe. She is coming back from France tomorrow and he doesn’t know yet. Morgan just called me about an hour ago and said that Chloe is home sick and doesn’t want to stay there for school anymore. She wants to come home and not just during the summer. Like she doesn’t want to be in that school anymore she wants to move home for good. You know how Briec and Irelynn are. I just don’t think I can handle that stuff like Kaiden and Zoe do. I mean Cooper and Avery are still so young I have a few years and it helps that Avery doesn’t live in the main house. Plus her father is so protective her has that house on lock down with those three girls. Airic is a good boy, I just want you to have a talk with him, ok?” Halina explained as she added the sprinkled and whip cream to the bowls.
“I will baby and actually I am glad she is coming home. I didn’t like her being sent to that posh school away from us all. I know that Morgan and Quinn wanted the best for her and I am sure she has excelled for the last two years. Speaking of which Colleen is coming home too. I know she moved downstairs now and she is only home when she isn’t touring those big fashion shows however Marjorie is retiring and asked Colleen to take over. She called me this morning and I was going to surprise the kids. They miss her so much.” Zach tells her as he lifts a spoon of chocolate to Tori’s mouth.
“That is wonderful news. Maybe she can rekindle her little romance she had with that boy in town before she moved away. He still calls here to get info on how she is doing you know?” Halina laughs
“Oh really?” Zach looks back to his mate with playful suspicion in his eyes.
“Yes really. KIDS! DESSERT!” Halina hollers down the hall.
The kids all come running and they immediately take their seats at the table. Cooper and Airic sit right beside one another with Annalese on Cooper’s right side. Noah is the last to arrive and he sits between Zach and Airic. Zach looks right at Airic who has dug into his bowl of ice cream.
“Son, we need to tell you something.” Zach starts the conversation.
“What I do?” Airic asks thinking he is in trouble.
“Nothing son, we just want to let you know some news. Chloe is moving back home.” Halina replies
“Really? Like for good? Like she will be going to classes with the rest of us and live here again?” Airic asks as his face lights up and he is almost jumping in his seat.
“Yes son however we will not tolerate behavior like Briec and Irelynn. We all know how the bond works and you already know how we become one with our Dragon. But like we had to, you will have to wait until you are twenty one before you do anything serious. You are a King as are you Cooper. You will want your fellow Dragons to look at you seriously and not like you are children. Tia and John have a good life however when they travel they are looked at forever as teenagers. They have a hard time just renting a hotel not to mention restaurants. Do you get what I am saying?” Zach asked as he threw out his feelers and felt his son’s emotions. He was happy with what he felt coming from both of them.
“Dad you know it’s more Irelynn than it is Briec. She always gets him to do whatever she wants. He doesn’t ever do what he wants unless he is away from her. I like playing with Chloe and hanging out with her but she likes girls things and I don’t.” Airic states as he takes another bite of his ice cream.
Halina looks to Zach with a little smirk on her face as she realizes that she has done well with her boy. 
“Good I am glad to hear that. Now tomorrow morning would you like to go get her something special to welcome her home? You know something a girl would like?” Zach asks knowing the answer already because the only thing on his sons mind was making sure that Chloe coming home would be a special occasion.
“Yes please.” Airic replied, as he held his emotions in check and ate his dessert. Inside he was a riot of happiness and anger. Anger was for the girls he knew pestered his Chloe, happiness that she was finally coming home and he could see her everyday at school. He didn’t like her being away with no protection although he knew there wasn’t a threat anymore. His aunt and uncle had made sure of that. 
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Onyx 10 Years Later
“Gabe seriously you need to have a talk with that girl. Irelynn is just like you and trust me I have heard the stories from Mary. If I have to get a damn chastity belt I will. That also reminds me I need to have Jacob trail her from now on.” Justine states as she walks back into her suite and looks over at Gabe who is sitting on the couch holding little Thea.
“Yes I will as soon as little one here is asleep. You know how she likes to be rocked.” Gabe replies not looking at Justine. Instead he is peering into the blue flecked eyes of his newest daughter Thea. 
Justine plops down next to Gabe on the fluffy couch and Liam jumps into her lap with a book in his hands. Justine and Gabe have had four children in the last ten years. She found out she was pregnant shortly after the fight that won their freedom. She had given birth to a Pearl female who turned out to be Briec’s soul mate. Irelynn was almost ten years old and she was a little troublemaker like her father used to be.
Thea was their youngest and just four months old. It had been quite funny to figure out who her mate was. Justine had given birth on a Monday. She hadn’t really had any visitors as many couples had and were having children. The Main house and the homes were now full of them. At dinner that following Sunday when everyone came to the main house to eat Brandon, who was Colby and Makayla’s four year old Water son, walked right up to Justine took one look at Thea and said “Mine”. The whole room erupted in laughter because little Brandon was a matter of fact kind of kid. He had no filter and just said what was on his mind.
Liam who sat in her lap now was two years old and was her sweet boy. He was a Fire however his was a warm fire you wanted to soak into and he did not have the temper of a normal Fire Dragon. He was all calm and loving. Even though he was two, when his soul mate was born and brought to Sunday dinner he had run over to her and kissed her on the forehead very gently. Ian was her seven year old Onyx. 
Everyone knew from Marsali’s journal that they would give birth to all the races and not just their own. But Justine was overjoyed when Ian opened his eyes for the first time and she saw the black flecks in his eyes. She hadn’t expected to be so happy about it but she was. Morgan and Quinn’s daughter Olivia was his soul mate. Ian dotes on little Olivia so much so that sometimes Ian won’t even let her own brother near her.
“Well looks like Liam needs his story and Thea is asleep so time for your talk with your daughter.” Justine states as she carries Liam to his room to tuck him in.
Down in the valley from the mountain Michael and Rosa are sitting on their couches with their two kids. They were enjoying a family movie night. They had decided to try for more once Justine and Gabriel had Irelynn and everyone else seemed to get pregnant within the year of Aldrich’s death. Not to mention the babies just kept coming. Rosa had given birth to Lucas seven years ago and then had a girl five years ago.
Lucas was an Onyx and his soul mate was born to Donny and Alex two years later. Her name was Allison. Lucas was a lot like Gabriel was when he was younger and Rosa tried to keep his head in books and learning. However if Lucas was with his niece Irelynn they got in a whole lot of trouble together. They loved to pull pranks and booby trap the main house as well as her home. 
Alisa was her five year old Fury and the troublemaker stuff didn’t stop with Lucas. Alisa was a good girl but boy did she have a temper and if Lucas made her mad Rosa or Michael would have to physically hold her back from pummeling the boy. Needless to say Rosa had set up private lessons with Etana after the first few outbursts to try and teach Alisa a bit of control. Michael and Rosa both agreed to wait to have more children until after these two were through the teenage years.
Rosa and Michael both ran the school and had many of the half-blood mothers and fathers now certified to be teachers of all grades. It worked out well when some of the half-bloods had wanted to go to universities and colleges. They also worked a lot with Mr. Steinman who frequently traveled between California and Ireland. His children were now in college which left him with a lot of time alone. His son was studying law as was his daughter and both wanted to return here to the mountain. Rosa and Michael both had become very fond of the children when they had come for those few months.
Next door Brad and Monica were also having a family movie night with their two children. Ben was away at college but came home every chance he got to visit Abby who was in her junior year of high school. Ben was not to far however he was only across the ocean at Oxford. He had taken his time finishing school because he had not wanted to leave Abby or his dogs. Ben now had his own breeding business which Abby took care of while he was away.
Brad and Monica were honestly surprised when they found out they were pregnant almost six years ago. She had given birth to a little girl named Claire who is now five years old. When Monica was pregnant with her Donny and Alex’s little boy Shane had kept sneaking out of the house to find Monica. Turned out she was carrying his soul mate and gave birth to a Fire girl. Claire was a sweet girl and reminded both her parents of how Ben was when he was younger.
Two years after giving birth to Claire Monica had found out she was pregnant again. She was even more surprised that when she gave birth the baby was a Pearl little girl. They named her Rainey and they were even more surprised when the three youngest Pearl males all came over to look at her. Barkley had been the one to reach forward and brush her check with his fingers. He was only three years old at the time and there were many pregnant however she was the only Pearl female that was born at the time.
Rainey was only three years old but she had a personality of a princess already. She loved frilly dresses and anything pink. Play dates with all the other little girls was a must and happened frequently. Monica never thought after she lost Justine that she would have another little girl let alone anymore kids. She was overjoyed to have more children and couldn’t wait until fate allowed her to have more.
When Brad and Monica were not busy with the girls they ran a security firm in the local town. They had the best screening in town thanks to Jaco and Shiloh. They hired humans to do the actual security however they always went out at night to make sure that the locations they supplied security for were really secure and safe for their employees. They very much enjoyed their job especially when Justine and Gabe joined them in the business as partners. Gabe did all the training and Justine worked the office.
On the other side of Rosa and Michael is where Piper and Aidan lived with their four children. Abby had her own room in the back of the house and was busy doing her homework and on Skype with Ben. She was sixteen now and couldn’t wait to be with Ben. As much as she wanted to give in to her teenage hormones Ben kept her in check and reminded her how much better it would be if they waited. She also understood that now more than ever since her mom had given birth three more times and her little brothers were always in her things.
Piper had two boys and another girl. Sawyer was a Water Dragon who was eight. Preston is an Onyx and he is six years old. Delilah is four and she is also a Water Dragon. Abby loved her little sister and loved giving her sisters soul mate a hard time. She was very protective of Delilah and made sure that Orin kept in line when he was around her. 
Abby loved her gift even more now. As all the babies were being born she could see the threads that lead to their soul mates. She never said anything to anyone because she loved to see how the little toddlers were on those Sunday nights as they saw their mate for the first time. She knew now why Zoe liked surprises so much. She especially loved the night Justine had brought Thea down for the first time. Thea and Brandon’s thread was very bright and strong. Abby had held her breath as she watched Brandon march over to Thea and claim her. 
“Hey doll face, what are you smiling about?” Ben asked as he gazed through the screen of his computer.
“Oh I was just remembering when Brandon claimed Thea. I wish you could have seen it. It really was priceless.” Abby laughs
“Hey how is Dodge doing? Did you remember to give him his meds tonight?” Ben is a huge worry wart about his dogs.
“Yes bossy I did. He isn’t doing well though. His age is catching up and well I didn’t want to tell you but I had Quinn come see him.” Abby finally said what she had been trying to avoid all night.
“He is sicker than we thought huh? I knew it…I …well I didn’t want to acknowledge it.” Ben admitted as he hung his head not wanting to see Abby’s now tear filled eyes.
“He is babe. Quinn says he only has a few months maybe less. But honestly babe I think he is waiting for you to come home and say goodbye. And I am not just saying that because it’s been four months since I have seen you. I talk about you to him and his color changes and he picks his tail up. So ya I think you need to come let him go.” Abby admitted with a small smile as tears ran down her eyes. She knew how much his dogs meant to him.
“Can you ask Kevin if he will come get me on Friday after school? I can only stay the weekend, but I so need Sunday dinner too. No one cooks like Mary. You know you may have to go take some lessons from that woman.” Ben teased trying to get his mind off his dog and on the food he missed so much.
“Already on that babe you know I am thinking of changing my mind and going culinary instead of veterinary science. I know you want to work with animals together but I have been helping out on Sundays and well I love it. You wouldn’t be mad if I did that would you?” Abby asked another subject she had been trying to avoid for a few months now. They had the animal thing planned out him training and her in the back as a vet. And she honestly loved animals but she fell in love with cooking.
“Babe I will be happy with anything you choose. I want you to be happy so if cooking makes you happy then cook away. We have lots of time for you to choose several careers if you want. Please do not do veterinary if your heart is not in it and don’t worry about what you think I want from you. I just want you. So if cooking is what you want then please follow your heart.” Ben pleaded
“This is why I love you so very much.” Abby gushed
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Blood 10 Years Later
“Hey little girl you ready for school?” Vivi asked her six year old daughter Elena.
“I am mommy after school can I go play with Forrest? Miss Shiloh said it was okay yesterday. She saids she would make snacks.” Elena pleaded with huge green flecked puppy dog eyes.
“I will have to call her first, so I want you to come home first ok? That way you can change out of your school clothes.” Vivi said as she handed the bagged lunch to her daughter and then to her other two sons.
“Okay Mommy. See you after school.” Elena stated and she got in the elevator with her brothers.
“Love you guys! Have a good day.” Vivi said as the door was closing and she heard the reply she got every day. “Love you mom!” they shouted back.
Vivi had had a very hard time for a few years after she had killed her father. Working with Sarah and having her do the pictures. Vivi was also thankful that Abby had interfered that night. She would have killed all of her siblings. Christian had taken her back to their suite that night and Maggie was standing in the living room waiting for her. She had crumpled to the ground in the little girls arms and Maggie just held on to her. All the other kids had come out and ended up all sleeping on the floor right there with Vivi that night. 
Vivi found out she was pregnant on the one year anniversary of that night. She took it as a sign to open her eyes and see life for what it was. Nine months later she had a son. She named him Mason and he was now eight years old. It was also shocking to her and more of a sign when he opened his eyes and she realized she had a Pearl. Then when Zoe’s daughter Aisley was born around the same time Vivi had Elena she was doubly surprised. Her son’s soul mate was the Queen’s daughter. Vivi had burst into tears the night Zoe brought Aisley down and Mason ran to her. Zoe hadn’t even made it to the last step when Mason stopped her and demanded to see the baby in her arms. 
As soon as Mason put his lips on little Aisley Vivi lost it. She had burst into happy but scared tears. She had given birth to a King, oh what her father wouldn’t have done to get his hands on her son and his mate. Zach had been the one that night that grabbed her and shook her yelling at her to stop that line of thought. She did and Vivi couldn’t be happier now. Mason was a good little man with respect and love in his heart. Elena was the sweetest little Earth Dragon. 
Vivi and Christian also had two Blood Dragon boys. Elias was five now and Gage was three. They had all claimed their soul mates already and life was good. Vivi had taken online courses to become a registered nurse and Christian went to school and got his doctorate in family medicine not too long ago. They now had a clinic in town and during the day they helped humans.
Alexi and Gosha also had more children which made Christian very happy. He now had two sisters and a little brother. Nadia was the first born. She is five now and is also a Blood Dragon. Anya is three and when she was born Vivi laughed because she was also a Pearl. Then Luka came along two years ago and he is the best toddler around. He is a Water Dragon and he is the mellowest little boy Vivi has ever seen.
Nadia was a free spirit of a child. When it was obvious that Leo was her soul mate she did her own thing. To this day he follows her around the yard and she just picks flowers. Sebastian and Camilla just laugh at their son because he tried everything he can to get Nadia’s attention. Anya and her soul mate Robert are still so young but it is apparent she adores the five year old. When he started school this year Anya looked a little lost for a while but Alexi kept her busy.
Alexi and Gosha were also registered nurses now too and they helped out in the clinic in town too. Although Alexi was taking time off until the kids were all in school. Instead she took Anya and Luka with her on home visits that she shared with Sarah. Today she was going to check on Sarah however as Sarah gave birth a eight months ago and had her hands full with her five children. 
Leon also got his doctorate in family medicine with Christian and he was the other doctor at the clinic. So this morning Alexi sent Nadia to school and headed over to Sarah’s house to make sure her oldest kids headed to school as well. Leon and Gosha always left early to the clinic. Christian always waited until his children left for school and he rode in with Vivi. Anya and Luka followed behind their mother like little ducks as Alexi made her way to Sarah’s.
Opening the front door Alexi walked inside Sarah’s home. “Knock Knock!” Alexi hollered out.
“Oh thank god, we are in here. I need help please.” Sarah answered with a holler of her own.
Alexi made her way down the hall to the kitchen which was a disaster. “Umm did a tornado come through here?” Alexi asked
“No no, here Orin here is yours and Maddox here is yours.” Sarah announced as she handed the three oldest their lunches. 
“Thanks mom, hey Miss Alexi, good to see you.” Keely said as she walked by Alexi and out the front door with her two brothers’ right behind her.
“Have a good day kiddos love you lots!” Sarah hollered
Once they were out the door Alexi looked at Sarah. She was tired and had bags under her eyes. Sloan who was her eight month old Onyx son had taken a toll on her. He was a fussy little one. Sarah also had Etaine who was two years old and her only Blood Dragon child. Keely was a Fury and four years old, Orin was a Water Dragon who was six and then there was Maddox their other Onyx son who was five. Sarah definitely had her hands full with the many different personalities of her children.
“Ok you go sit and feed little Sloan. Send Etaine and Keely in here and I will make the kids breakfast. You as well, pancakes and sausage sound good?” Alexi asked as she started to clean up the counters. 
“You are a life saver. I love Leon to death but his leaving so early is starting to drive me mad. Sloan tends to wake right as I am trying to get lunches made and kids ready. I need him to help sometimes you know? Sarah let out a frustrated breath.
“I do and that is why I come over every morning. Now Anya and Luka go sit at the table and color, Keely you too. I will go get Etaine. You think she is in her normal spot?” Alexi asked looking over to Sarah who was sitting in the rocking chair nursing Sloan and falling asleep herself. Alexi didn’t say anything else and walked to the living room looking behind the couch. Sure enough Etaine was sitting there looking out the window right at her soul mate Justin, who was walking to school with his brother and sister. Alexi waited until Justin walked out of sight. “Are you hungry little one?”
Etaine jumped at Alexi’s voice but nodded her little head up and down. Alexi picked her up from out behind the couch and carried her to the kitchen setting her down at the table. Alexi placed a coloring book in front of her with some crayons and then went to prepare breakfast.
Twenty minutes later breakfast was done and as Alexi was serving the toddlers at the table Sarah woke up.
“Oh thank you so much for letting me get twenty more minutes. I swear it’s like a power nap until actual nap time. Breakfast smells divine too.” Sarah gushed as she placed Sloan in the bassinet that sat next to the rocking chair. She then walked to the counter and made herself a plate. When they were all done Alexi stayed and helped Sarah clean the kitchen and prep dinner.
When all was clean Sarah placed Sloan in a sling carrier and they left the house to make their rounds. Alexi and Sarah went to each and every home and then to the training area before nap time. With the aid of the golf cart Kaiden had bought the house calls went very quickly. 
Bronwyn and Levi had moved to the states and lived in Mary’s old home. They came home every summer but they wanted to raise their girls in the human world. Levi had chosen to postpone being turned for a couple years. He wanted to make sure it was the right thing for him. 
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Fire 10 Years Later
Donny and Alex had taken their time really falling in love and for the first few years they traveled a lot with Tia and John. They had been gone for two years before they came home. Donny had talked Alex into coming home as soon as she learned she was pregnant. Now any leaving home is only for family vacations as both of them feel that the mountain is where they want to raise their four children.
Shane was their first born he is now a seven year old Fire Dragon. Tyler came shortly after and is now six and Alex was thrilled when she realized he was a Fury. Not long after Tyler they had a little girl who they named Allison and she is five years old. Allison is an Onyx and has her mother’s jet black almost purple hair. They waited a few years and then had another little Fire boy names Tristan who is now five.
Now that all her kids are in school Alex is taking online courses to become a counselor. She wants to open up a clinic and shelter for battered women and kids. Cara, Donny’s mom, and her mate Brice are also taking courses to become counselors. Brice has already found a perfect location in the bigger city and had Hugh’s replacement working on making the top levels apartments and the lower levels offices. Donny spends his time spoiling the kids and teaching fire safety lessons to the little Fire kids. Who are all really little fire bugs.
So Alex is alone in the suite during school hours and then she piles the kids and her mate into the car and they drive to check on the office building. Cara and Brice always follow as this is also their baby. Cara and Brice also spend a lot of time with their grand babies. Because they are a second chance couple and Cara had Donny they won’t be having any children. Cara is a little heartbroken about it so she spends a lot of time spoiling Donny’s babies. Brice loves the arrangement. The kids come over they spoil them and then send them home.
Alex also has two brothers and two sisters now. Alex laughs about it because they are the same ages as her kids. Her mom and she seemed to get pregnant at the same times.
Laura and Max had decided to try for kids when Alex had taken off and was gone for two years. Laura had just learned she was pregnant when her oldest daughter showed up back home and told her she was pregnant too. They had had a good laugh especially when Alexi had told them they were only weeks apart. Laura loved it though. She had missed so much of Alexandria’s life that she was glad she got to start over. The pregnancy also brought the two so much closer.
Laura and Max had four children now. Martin was seven and he is a Blood Dragon. Barkley is six and they were dumbfounded that he was a Pearl. They took a break for a few years and enjoyed their time with the boys. When they were blessed with not one but two Fire little girls they threw a party. Saige is now two and Talya is just one years old.
Laura spends her days as a stay at home mom. After not being able to raise Alex she wants nothing more than to spend every day she can with her children. Max opened a tattoo shop in town and his reputation has only grown. He has hired a few humans and now Max is by appointment only, which Laura loves because when she needs him he is there. 
In the house next door Carmine and Ava have had three children much to Cara’s delight as she has more kids to spoil. Hadley was their first child he is six and a Fury. Adam came along two years later and is now four. He is their little Fire bug, who like his cousin Donny, likes to set things ablaze. Paige is their newest addition and just five months old. She is an Onyx. 
Ava stays home with the kids also while Carmine works as a fire fighter in town. Needless to say injuries of his fellow fire fighters have gone down since Carmine started working there. Today he is home on rotation and playing with Adam outside while Ava cleans up after lunch. Paige is down for her nap and since Adam has out grown them Ava no longer gets her afternoon refuel. However today she is going to take a hot bath since Carmine is home to watch Adam for her.
“Sneaking a hot bath I see?” Carmine stated in the quiet room which made Ava jump.
“Don’t do that!” she whispered loudly at him through her teeth. Paige was asleep on their bed in the middle of a mound of pillows.
“May I join you?” Carmine asked as he pulled Ava into his arms.
“Where is Adam? He can’t be left alone!” 
“Relax Adara was just taking Braden and Ridley for a walk and she asked if Adam could join them. She knows I am not home often enough and also knows its Paige’s nap time. So can I?” Carmine smiled down at Ava as her face lit up with the possibilities.
Adara and Monroe had moved in next to Ava and Carmine as soon as the houses were available. Shortly after it was safe they left the mountain to scour the earth for possible survivors. They were gone off and on for the last six years and hadn’t found any evidence of more survivors. When they found out they were pregnant they decided to give up the search and start living their lives. They now had two children Braden who was four and a Fire and Ridley who was two and her daddies little princess.
Monroe always wanted a little girl and he was excited that she was an Earth Dragon. They both had heard about the journal and the second chances. They even witnessed it happen once they came home. Still it hadn’t clicked that it was true to them until Ridley was born. At Sunday dinner after she was born Josiah and Brielle’s son Brighton had walked right over and refused to leave Ridley’s side. 
When Braden’s soul mate was born he went right out the house and two doors down. Max had opened the door and Braden walked right past him and into the nursery. When Max came to get Adara she didn’t even know Braden had left the house. When she walked into the nursery she started to cry at what she saw. Braden was only two years old at the time and he was sitting between mounds of pillows. Laura was to the side carefully watching as Braden held her new born daughter. Even at two years old he was so gentle with her.
Adara is taking night classes with Rosa to become a teacher and Monroe is the mountain handy man. Anytime something small is broken they call him and he rushes out to fix it. Since they were gone for so long afterwards they Adara and Monroe both felt a little rift. Soon however, they realized it was them that were the ones holding back from building relationships. 
It took a good year before both she and Monroe were able to really let their guards down. They had befriended Max and Laura first, mainly that was Braden’s doing. Then Adara got bold and started approaching Ava. They had become very good friends in a short time. Now they swapped recipes and helped out with the kids every once in a while. Adara always tried to do it when Carmine was on rotation. Since three days a week he lived in town at the fire station.
Like today she saw him outside with Adam while she was cleaning up lunch and when she looked at the clock she knew that Paige would be asleep. So she had quickly gotten the kids shoes on and took them for a walk. Snagging Adam up was really just a bonus for her as him and Braden were the same age and got along so well. She took the kids to the smallest park that had been built. There were several of them now and they were all built for ages. The one she headed to now is designed for toddlers. She let them play for about an hour and then headed back.
As she approached the houses she tried to make sure she wasn’t too early. But when she got to the front she noticed the front door was open and Ava stood there holding a very awake Paige.
“Was he good for you?” Ava asked as Adam ran up the steps to him mom.
“He was an angel as always. Better question is was she good for you? Get enough adult time?” Adara laughed as she teased Ava.
“She did. She was a very good girl and only just woke up. However she was hogging the bed so we had to make due.” Ava laughed at her own brazenness.
“Well the next time he is off remember to put her down in the crib for her nap. Now how would you to feel about a BBQ tonight? I was also going to ask Max and Laura if they wanted to come. It’s not that often we all get to see your man too so you know share him for a bit.” Adara asks
“Actually that sounds great. I hadn’t made a plan for dinner yet so count us in. What do you want me to make?” 
“Make that great macaroni salad and whatever meat you want. I am gonna make a potato salad and macaroni and cheese then just hot dogs. I know Max will want his steak and Laura loves her bean dip. Anything else you think of just bring it. Six sound good to you?” Adara asked as she was timing it all in her head at the same time.
“Sounds great, see you then.” Ava says as Adara smiles and wave as she starts to walk to her back door.
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Earth 10 Years Later
“Honey we have to head down to the air strip Chloe is going to be landing any second.” Quinn stated as he put on his jacket. “Airic and Zach are already heading down. Come on babe I don’t want to miss my little girl.”
“Well then help me with you other two little girls Harper is still in her bouncer and I am having a hell of a time getting Olivia up from her nap. Not to mention Drake will be walking in the door any moment.” Morgan looked up at her mate and just gave him the glare.
“Ok I’ll get Olivia and you get Harper. The diaper bag is right here and hopefully we meet Drake on our way out. I know little man is excited that Chloe is moving home. I am glad too. The school is a great school and she has done well there but she needs to be around kids that are like her. Her being a Pearl has started to show too much.” Quinn stated as Morgan made her way down the hall stopping as he spoke about the school.
“That is the school my parents wanted to send me. I thought that we were doing the right thing sending her there. She was our first and I was pregnant with Drake when we made the decision together. I didn’t think her Dragon would shine out so much I guess. I am glad she is coming home too. Lesson learned and it is going to be nice seeing her every day.” Morgan began to tear up and when Quinn turned to her she quickly turned to get Harper ready.
As Olivia jumped in the bouncer knowing she was about to get picked up Morgan reflected back to that day. Chloe had been born right after Airic. Morgan hadn’t even known that she had become pregnant the first time her and Quinn were together. Quinn also hadn’t sensed it. When Chloe turned four she and Quinn had talked about the all girls’ school that her parents often talked about. Morgan wanted her first daughter to go there and was pretty adamant about it. So a year later Chloe was enrolled and a week after she left Morgan learned she was pregnant again. 
Morgan gave birth to an Earth Dragon. Drake is now five and Quinn was adamant he went to school here with all the other kids. Chloe only saw her parents and siblings not to mention her soul mate when she came home for summer break and holidays. Quinn was fine with it at first. That first year was a busy one with Morgan being pregnant and them opening the furniture shop they had talked about opening. It was now a thriving shop with lots of orders. They were making a good income with the shop. 
But that first time Chloe had come home Morgan realized the mistake. Chloe was ridiculed for being smarter and faster than the other girls. In a way it made her more humble but the girl was only five and taking now four years later it was enough. Chloe had called crying and demanded she move home. Morgan was a stubborn one and did not want to admit that she was wrong in sending her daughter there so she encouraged Chloe to hold on and do her best. After that phone call however she wanted her baby home as much as Chloe wanted to come home.
“Ready?” Quinn asked holding Olivia on his hip. Morgan nodded and they headed down to the air strip. The jet was already there however and Chloe was walking toward them with Airic and Zach. Zach carried her bags while Airic walked next to her. Chloe had a huge bouquet of lilies and in her other hand was another huge bouquet of balloons. Airic also carried a small box in his hands.
Quinn set Olivia down and ran to Chloe scooping his first born in his arms. Olivia ran to them as well. Olivia was three years old and was their only Onyx. She was also Justine’s sons Ian soul mate. Drake’s soul mate was Charles and Etana’s two year old daughter Amira. Six months ago she had given birth to her little Fire Dragon Harper. Who at such a small age already showed her little temper. Harper was mated to Liam, Justin’s other son, that match was a good one. Liam was calm and Harper was already a little spit fire. 
“Hey baby girl I am so glad you are home!” Quinn gushed as he twirled Chloe around.
“Daddy I am so glad too. Look! Airic brought me balloons and flowers, aren’t they pretty?” Chloe smiled down at Airic while she asked her Dad.
“They are and I am so glad he was here to welcome you home. I am sorry we are late Olivia was still asleep and didn’t want to wake up. Also Drake should be home any moment from school.” Quinn told her as he set her down and looked at Zach. “Thank you for being here for her. I’ll take those from you.” 
“I got them plus you need to go catch Olivia. Looks like she spotted the kids coming home from school and Ian.” Zach pointed to the group of kids walking together towards the main house.
“Oh boy, Chloe you ready? Drake is there with her so we can take our time and see they just noticed us. Mom also had planned to make your favorite for dinner and she needs to get started.” Quinn asked as he looked to the crowd of kids and noticed Ian holding Olivia’s hand as he waited with Drake for them to walk over.
“I am. Mom you ready?” Chloe asked as she looked at her mom and noticed that she hadn’t said a word and was holding on to Harper very tightly with tears in her eyes.
“I am so sorry I sent you there! I was only trying to give you the best education I didn’t know other kids could be so mean. I am so glad you are home!” Morgan burst into tears as she handed Harper to Quinn and pulled Chloe into a hug.
“Mom chill, I am home now. It wasn’t as bad as you are thinking. But I just want to be here. This is home.” Chloe said into her mother’s ear.
“You have your own room still just so you know. I moved Harper and Olivia together and it will stay that way unless we have another daughter. Then sorry but you will have to share.” Morgan laughed
“Fine by me.” Chloe stated as she handed the balloons and flowers to her mother and scooped Harper up into her arms. She hadn’t seen her for a few months and missed her baby sister. Harper laughed and held on tight to Chloe.
They made their way to Olivia and Drake. Ian was still there not willing to leave Olivia until Quinn was there to take her. Even then he still walked with them to the house and only left her side when he had to go to one elevator and they went in the other. Chloe still had Harper in her arms, Drake and Olivia both were talking nonstop to her and Airic just stared at her while she stared at him. Once they were in their suite Zach put her bags next to the door and she put Harper on the ground. 
Harper crawled away and Airic handed her the small box in his arms. Inside was a beautiful locket on a silver chain. Inside the locket was a picture of her and Airic from the last time she was home. Chloe hugged him and then waved goodbye as they left. She then turned and listened to Drake and Olivia who had not stopped their talking.
Colin and Shawn had been walking home when they noticed their big brother Quinn and their niece come home for good. They were happy she was going to be going to school with them. All of the kids knew she hated that other school but stayed because her mom wanted her to go there. They both made it home and called out to their mom
“Mom we are home!”
“Oh good how was school?” Clover asked as she hands both boys a snack and ushers them to the table where her two daughters sat eating their snacks.
“It was good. Rosa did this awesome presentation of the moon. Oh we saw Quinn on our way. Chloe is home for good this time. She emailed me last night and told me not to say anything but she had enough of those nasty girls and is not going back.” Shawn told his mom.
“Good for her. I know Morgan has wanted her home for a while now but I think she was waiting for Chloe to say it.” Clover laughed thinking how stubborn her daughter in law and granddaughter were. “We will give them space tonight but after school tomorrow we will go see them. I miss my grandbaby.”
“Is it odd mom?” Colin asked
“What do you mean son?” 
“What he means is that our niece is older than us.” Shawn stated
Clover had to laugh at that. Rosa was a very good teacher and her children seemed to be smarter than their own good sometimes. They talked like adults most of the time, in fact all the kids did. They all acted like kids but their speech and attitudes were so mature. Clover gave the maturity to the fact all the kids grew up with their soul mates now. The boys especially were very mature and protective, even as toddlers.
“Well you all know the story right? You boys especially know what your father and I were kept in a cell for a very long time. We didn’t get to raise Quinn and when fate deemed it safe to have babies once more all of us became pregnant. It felt like we were all pregnant at the same time. Shawn you were born only months after Chloe. We were also surprised you were an Earth Dragon like us. Then Colin came two years later and we were overjoyed when he was a Blood Dragon.”
“What was it like in the cages? How long were you there?” Colin asked
“Well son we were thankful we were alive but it was horrible. Knowing Quinn was out there and alone. Could you imagine living how he did?” Hunter asked as he walked into the room.
“No I can’t. I am sorry you guys had to do that. I don’t know what I would do if I didn’t have you guys.” Shawn admitted
“It is all over now and we have been given huge gifts since. We have you both and Quinn again. We also have been blessed with two lovely daughters Camryn and Bailey.” Clover responded as she took the plated from the table and started to wash them. Hunter took the kids into the living room while she prepared dinner. She thought about her life now as she stirred the sauce in the pot.
Hunter now worked with the human farmer that lived right next to the mountain. He knew about them and always had. The human’s father had worked with Kaiden’s father and the human had told the son on his death bed. His name was Sean and turned out that Sean had witnessed everything that night a year ago. He hadn’t said a thing to anyone and when Hunter approached him to explain his crop damage Sean had smiled and told Hunter he was glad they all lived. Hunter and Sean became very good friends and worked together on Sean’s land.
Clover stayed home with the kids. Shawn was her eight year old Earth Dragon. Colin was six and a Blood Dragon. Camryn was now two and she was an Earth Dragon as well. Then she had given birth to Bailey who was now four and an Onyx. Camryn’s soul mate Baker lived next door. He was Aubry and Adam’s son. Shawn’s mate Lilah lived down at the beach with her parent’s Marie and Julio. Bailey was the soul mate of Charles and Etana’s oldest son Saul. Saul was a lot like Gabriel and already a great little fighter and Clover was very happy with that mating. Bailey was very fragile and gentle. 
Out of all her children Bailey was the quietest. She was a watcher though she watched what everyone was doing. However she was a sensitive child so you had to word everything just right with her.
“Mommy may I help you?” Bailey asked standing near the counter.
“You may darling girl. Would you like to butter the bread?”
“Yes please. Mommy those bad men that put you in cages are gone right? I don’t want them to come take you again.” Bailey looked up to her with tears into her eyes. 
“How about we go talk to Claudia tomorrow? We can get Saul too and she can tell you what she did when she saw them.” Clover asks 
“Yes please I would like to see Saul.”
Next door Aubry and Adam were making dinner for their three children. Baker was their five year old little Earth man. Willa was their three year old Fury daughter and Jada was their one year old Fire daughter. Aubry has a flower shop in town that she is partners with Cassie. Adam has gone into business with Paulo and they do landscaping. Aubry’s shop allows her to take the kids with her during the day. As Cassie has three little ones also they made the back into a nursery. Several of the half-bloods run deliveries for them and one helps with the kids.
“I have lots of orders tomorrow and need to leave early. Do you think you can get Baker off to school before you leave?” Aubry asks as she turns the chicken in the pan. 
“I can manage that. Paulo mentioned the same so I know he needs to get his off to school too. Ok salad is made would you like me to start Jada’s food or are you going to let her eat what we do now?” Adam teased because he knew Aubry was very picky about what the babies ate. Even though what they were cooking was very healthy.
“Well she is done cutting teeth and hasn’t been fussy for a few days so I think she can eat the pasta. But not any salad she might choke on the lettuce.” Aubry said not paying attention to the smirk on Adam’s face.
“Good. You hear that baby girl? You get to have chicken fettuccine like daddy.” Adam coos to Jada who is in the high chair across the counter. Willa is next to her munching on a bread stick as she waits patiently. Baker is sitting at the table doing his homework.
“You need any help little man?” Adam asks
“Nope Mister Michael was nice today and only have to match these up then add this page. Can I go play with Camryn after dinner?” Baker asks as he keeps his eyes on his paper.
“At the swing set but only until if Miss Clover agrees ok.” Adam had built a swing set in the back of their house as soon as the Baker took to Camryn. It was all vines and trees that grew in the ground. Adam was very glad that Baker’s soul mate lived next door and he was able to see her almost every day. Willa’s soul mate also lived on their other side his name was Malcolm and he was Josiah and Brielle’s son. Those two were a riot to watch together. Willa was only three but she was feisty. Malcolm just followed close behind making sure she never got hurt. Tristan was Jada’s soul mate and he lived in the main house as he was Donny and Alex’s son. But Sunday nights for now were all about the pair. Tristan had to have Jada next to him when he ate so they had to make sure they got a seat next to Donny and Alex.
Once the pasta was mixed Aubry scooped it all in a bowl and set the table. Adam moved the highchair with Jada still in it to the table. Willa needed help into her booster seat so Adam picked her up to help. Aubry handed Adam Jada’s bowl and he made sure to cut everything small enough so Aubry didn’t have a panic attack. Soon they were all eating and Baker was itching to finish first so he could go see his Camryn.
On the other side of Aubry and Adam is where Josiah and Brielle lived. They were also all at their table eating. Brielle had made tacos and her children were having a blast as the heaped on the cheese and lettuce and tomatoes to their plates.
“You know you’re going to eat all that you get right kids?” she asked them knowing that they would. Her children had very healthy appetites.
“Yes mama we will.” Malcolm responded for all the kids.
“Good. Now after dinner we are all heading up to the main house to our lessons. Malcolm you have training tonight with Charles and Mateo so your dad will take you to the training room. The rest of us are headed up to art lessons with Halina and Sarah. So I expect you all to be on your best behaviors and use your manners.” Brielle looked to all of her children to make sure that they were listening to her.
Brielle stayed home with the kids and tried to keep them active. Josiah ran a natural foods shop in town and needed to work on his online orders tonight. He had several half-bloods that made the deliveries or ran the shipments to the airport. Josiah had mentioned a few times how busy he was getting so Brielle knew that as soon as Hailey was a year old she was going to be going to work with him. Brielle worked with Josiah a lot in between kids however he always let her stay home until the baby was one.
They had five children now which Brielle loved and couldn’t wait for more. She had hired Hugh’s replacement to extend the house for her after her third child was born. She knew three bedrooms would not be enough and had three more rooms added to the house and her bedroom moved to the first floor. She kept the youngest in the two other bedrooms on the first floor and three of the four bedrooms upstairs were occupied. The fourth room for now was used as the office for the business. The main shop was in town but all the books and orders were done at home. Josiah liked to be home with the kids as much as she did.
Malcolm was their oldest he was six now and her little Fury. Brighton was their five year old son who happened to be an Earth Dragon. Riley their first daughter is now five and she is a Blood Dragon. Keegan is their two year old daughter and she is an Onyx. Their last child for now is another Earth baby, her name is Hailey and she is eight months old.
When everyone seemed full and done eating Josiah and Malcolm helped her clean the table and put away any leftovers. They then headed out to art lessons and Josiah took Malcolm to the training room. Josiah then headed back to the house to do his orders. He knew Brielle would get Malcolm when she was done. He had about an hour of quiet to get as many done as he could.
Paula and Cassie were late getting dinner started this evening. They had been busy playing with their four children. It wasn’t until Robert their five year old Pearl son had stated that he was hungry. Cassie had quickly jumped up and was in the kitchen making spaghetti. So Paulo was keeping the kids out of her hair. Robert was their oldest and then they had Ramiro who is four and an Onyx. Next was Hope their first daughter who was a Fury. Octavia was their youngest little Onyx. 
Paulo loved his children but still had hope of a little Earth baby. For now he was enjoying the ones he was blessed with. His first mate had not wanted children and for a while he thought he didn’t either but Cassie had changed his mind when she became pregnant. He had been ecstatic and went right outside and made a tree grow for his son. Since then he has made three more and hopes to surround the house with them.
“Dinner!” Cassie hollered from the kitchen
“Ready kids, Robert can you please get Hope while I gab Octavia?” Paulo asks
“Yes Papa do you think you could take me to say goodnight to Anya when dinner is over? I have not seen her in three days.” Robert asked. He wanted to see his soul mate every night but some nights were just hard to get him there. Ramiro was the lucky one his soul mate lived next door. But then again Oliver had the same problem as Carter wanted to come every night to say goodnight to Hope. Kendall also had to bring his son Ramond to kiss Octavia goodnight each night. Paulo would not change this life for anything. Coming here and having a family was better that anything else in the world to him.
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Water 10 Years Later
Finley and Oliver had taken their time having children. They traveled for a couple years with their parents. After two years both of their parents wanted to go back to the mountain. Finley and Oliver had joined them for a month or so and then went back to Australia. Finley had fallen in love with the island country and ended up buying a home there. It was her winter vacation spot. Now however she and Oliver ran a water park that they had built from the ground up while she was pregnant with her first child. They had come back to the mountain to raise their children.
It seemed once they started having children she couldn’t stop. She had five lovely kids to prove it. Willow is her youngest and just two months old and she is a little Earth girl. Brooke is two and her little fish as she was also Water. Adison is the next Earth baby and she is three. Austin is four and is an Onyx. Her first born is Carter he is five years old he is also a hand full as a Fury. But he is a good boy and does not hit his siblings.
All of her children had different shades to their skin. With Oliver being so dark and Finley being tan but white the kids were a mix. Brooke was the lightest one with blond hair like her mother. 
“Hey Oliver can you help me please. The kids all need a bath and the boys are yours tonight. Think you can get them in the shower while I bath the girls?” Finley asked as she chased Adison and Brooke down the hall while holding Willow.
“Sure Babe, you want me to take the baby since the boys pretty much wash themselves. I just have to pull guard duty.” Oliver asks
“Yes thank you.” Finley replies relieved to have one less to wash right now. Willow could take a bath with her later after the girls were down for the night.
Since she had given birth her mom and dad filled in for her at the water park and were going to until she was ready to come back. But at night she and Oliver did the books together. Not having her ability at the park lately was also making the park slow down in business. But every once in a while she needed to get out of the house so she packed up the kids and drove down to the park. She would work her magic for a while and then head back home.
After the girls had their bath she dressed them in their pajamas and they all headed to the living room to watch a movie before bed. However Carter through his fit right after he was clean and demanded to go say good night to his mate Hope, which in turn made Austin follow suit and soon Oliver was headed to the homes of his son’s mates. Austin’s soul mate was Paige who was still so little that Oliver always gave in to him. It was just so sweet seeing their little guy place a kiss on his five month old mate.
Just as the boys headed out the elevator opened with Gosha and Luka along with Zach and Noah. Adison ran over to Noah and he scooped her into a hug kneeling down on her level. Luka was the same age as Brooke so they were the same height as they hugged good night. It was just so cute to see. There was only a few of the boys out of all the kids that demanded this. The other kids got to see their mates at school or more frequently because they lived closer. Noah came over often after school and helped out with Adison but he still required saying good night to her every single night.
When Finley and Oliver made their trips to Australia now it was usually only for a week at a time. Her boys could not stand being gone. 
The boys were not gone long and soon they were all sitting down to the movie. Finley nursed Willow while Oliver made popcorn. 
Down on the beach all five homes that were built were full. It would be another ten or fifteen years before they would all petition Kaiden to build more houses. Because even though the kids were all younger than ten they all wanted to stay here and raise their families. The houses were all in a U shaped line on the Left side of the beach when facing the water from the cliff above. The Earth Dragons had worked together to build a path that led down to the beach. The beach was also extended to that the houses did not flood during high tide. They now had a good mile stretch of beach even during high tide. The houses used to be on stilts and some in the water. However once the children began to be born the houses were moved back and lowered onto the sand. The actual beach part was extended by ten miles.
In the first house in the row is where Marie and Julio lived with their three children. Carmine who was named after the Fire Dragon is six years old and a Water Dragon. Lilah is four years old and an Earth Dragon. Their last child is Jael and he is two years old he is also a Fire Dragon. Right now Marie is giving a bath to Jael whole Julio reads a book to Carmine and Lilah. When the bath is done she dresses him in pajamas and heads into the living room where Julio and her children were.
“How is the story coming?” Marie asks as she sits in the chair across from her husband.
“There are dragons in it Mommy!” Lilah squeals
“Is there? Just like you sweet girl?”
“Nope these ones are long like snakes. You don’t look like a snake when shift. No one does. These ones aren’t real.” Carmine states
“Ah well do you think it is a good story though?” Marie inquires because it was her story. Her children had no idea what she did now. She had taken to writing children’s stories a couple years ago. This was one of the first ones she had written and wanted to really get a child’s opinion.
“It is mommy I really like it.” Lilah replies
“And you Carmine? What do you think?” 
“I like it a lot it’s a good story. Sound kind of like what we are being taught in school right now too. The history of us.” He replies
“That is because it is. You mommy wrote this book and many more.” Julio tells his kids.
“You did Mommy?” Lilah asks
“I did. I like creating stories in a kid friendly way. This book is going to become part of your history lessons at school. Rosa and Michael liked it a lot and think it would be a good book to read for you kids.” Marie admits as this is the first time she is telling Julio too.
“That is wonderful news Marie. I think it is such good news that it deserves some brownies.” The kids all scream at once and then run to the kitchen to get their brownies. Julio gets up and Marie follows. Julio pulls her into his arms and kisses her deeply.
While Marie writes her stories Julio also writes however he likes to write crime novels. They have a turned the sitting area in their bedroom into a home office. Where they have two desks that face one another and they write together. 
In the next house over is where Conner and Delany lived with their four children. Ryan was their eldest son. He is a Water Dragon and is eight years old. Right now he is sitting in the desk in his room doing his homework and thinking about Josephine. She was pretty much the princess as her parents were the King and Queen. As his thoughts start to drift from home work to his soul mate his laptop dings letting him know he has a new message. Sure enough it is Josephine telling him goodnight. He messages her back to sleep well and he would see her in the morning.
In the same room his little brother Ferris who is four years old and is an Earth Dragon is changing into his pajamas. Ferris hasn’t started school yet but Ryan teaches him as much as he can. Ferris is also very curious so the little lessons he has with his brother come easily. His little sisters share the room across the hall from the boys. Rose is a Water Dragon like him so he takes her swimming with him a lot. She is five years old and already a faster swimmer than Ryan is. Tavia is the baby of the family and she is eight months old. She will be a Blood Dragon when she is older and Ryan thinks that is the coolest thing. 
Delany walks into the boy’s room and sees that Ryan is doing his homework while Ferris sits on his bed waiting for his story. “Hello my boys, Ryan its shower time for you if you are done.”
“I am. Josephine says hi and goodnight.” Ryan informs her.
“Well, tell her I said hello tomorrow. Alright little man are you ready for that story?” Delany asks Ferris
“Yes Mommy.” He replies as Delany sits next to him on the bed. Ferris likes for the story to be read and then tucked into bed. 
Across the hall Conner is feeding Tavia her nightly bottle and rocking her to sleep while telling a story to Rose. Rose does not like to be read a story instead she likes her daddy to make them up for her. 
For work and to keep themselves busy Conner and Delany have opened a water bottling facility. No one at the company knows that the owners clean the pollutants out of the water with their own hands. Conner usually heads to the plant after the kids are asleep and cleans the water in the tanks. During the day when the kids are in school Delany takes Ferris and Tavia to the office with her. Conner also comes and together they work the tanks during the day and run the office. The business has been very busy and doing well. Many investors have tried to get them to expand but they are happy with the small facility they have. They weren’t in the business for money although they bring in more now in one year than they had in the bank to begin with.
The next house over and the one in the middle is where Jaco and Shiloh live with their four children. Once their kids were all asleep for the night is when Jaco checked on Aldrich’s half-bloods. Jaco had opened a group chat room for the ones that wanted to keep in contact with one another and that is where he got most of his information. The group that was deemed “Iffy” had had twelve half-bloods in it and ten of them had made a profile on the web page Jaco had created. 
Five of them had families of their own now and were very thankful they were given a second chance at making it on their own. The two that had run back to Alaska actually had a family already that they had hidden from their father. The other five were still single men but they were successful now. They had put themselves through college and now had all sorts of careers. One had even opened up a private investigation firm and he contacted Jaco a lot for help. He specialized in reuniting families.
The good group had all been teenagers. They were all on the site as well and loved reconnecting with each other. Colleen was also in the group and she kept in contact with them this way. None of the half-bloods lived near one another and they honestly wanted to keep it that way. They were happy to talk when they wanted however they wanted their own lives.
This was always Jaco’s routine once the kids were asleep. He spent an hour reading the newest posts and then he and Shiloh went to sleep. In the morning Jaco always woke earlier than everyone else and went for a swim. When he was finished and walked back into the house his youngest Isabelle who is four months old lays awake in her bassinet not making a sound. She is calm for a Fury which surprises Jaco but he wouldn’t change it. She always waits patiently for him after his swims. He goes straight to her after and is the one to feed her letting Shiloh get her sleep. 
This was his routine with all his kids. Forrest was the first born. He is seven years old now and an Earth Dragon. Forrest was impatient as a baby though and when Jaco came back from his swim Shiloh was usually half awake sitting up in bed feeding him. When Brody was born that all changed however. Brody is five now and their only Water child. Once Brody hit six months he wanted to go on the swims too and would wake at the same time as Jaco. They would swim with Jaco always keeping him very close. This year however the swims had to stop since the boy started school and needed the extra hours of sleep.
Isabelle always fell back asleep after her bottle which gave Jaco time for a shower. When he was done he would walk out and find his little Blood girl Caroline waiting at the counter for him. She was also an early riser and would patiently wait for her daddy to make her breakfast. 
“Hello my lovely girl. What would you like today?” Jaco loved his moments alone with each child.
“pinch oast.” Caroline chirped
“French toast it is then. Would you go wake your brothers while I cook? I promise you will get yours first.” Jaco asked as he got out everything he needed.
“mmhmms.” Caroling hopped off the stool and went down the hall to the boys room. “Up Up. Brudders UP!” Caroline yelled out.
Both boys listened to their baby sister and got out of bed. The boy’s room was a special one. Forrest’s side was wood walls and plants on wood shelves with a vine hammock bed. Brody’s side was blue walls and a fish tank floor that went up one wall. Brody’s bed was built into the floor and was a water bed. The girl’s room was all pinks and girly stuff with normal beds still.
When they boys were dressed for the day they headed to the table where Jaco had made a mound of French toast and bacon. Caroline was already sitting in her chair munching away. As the boys were finishing their meal Shiloh woke up and so did Isabelle and they headed into the kitchen. Shiloh nursed Isabelle again while she ate breakfast. Isabelle loved her morning bottle that Shiloh made every night however she wanted mom as soon as she was awake. 
Jaco got ready for his day and then saw the boys out the door. Shiloh stayed home for now although she worked from home too. Jaco headed to the office at the security firm that Monica and Brad had opened. 
In the fourth home is where Emery and Kendal made their home. They had both always wanted more children. Seeing Finley when they wanted but knowing they couldn’t raise her was especially hard on Emery. So while they were on their travels with Finley and Oliver and Emery realized she was pregnant they came home. She hadn’t told Finley why she wanted to come back however. She had waited to make sure before she said a word to anyone.
Seven months later she had given birth to her first son. She was even more surprised that he was a Pearl. They named him Damion and he was now seven years old. Emery and Kendal loved having another child and this time being able to see him every day. Three years later she had another son and named him Ramond and he is an Onyx who is now four years old. Emery also had two more children after Ramond. Their second daughter Adele is now three and she is their second Water baby. Their fourth child is named Marcel he is two now and is their Blood baby.
Emery is now getting Adele and Marcel ready while Kendal walks Damion to school. Kendal always takes Ramond too so that when he turns five he know that he will be going to school with his brother. When they get back home Emery and the kids are ready to go and they head up to their SUV. They all have to leave their vehicles on the cliff as the path down to the beach is only a walk way. It does however fit the four wheelers and golf carts that Kaiden had purchased for the land. That way the girls in the house did not have to lug down bags of supplies.
Kendal drives right to the water park. The little kids all love coming here and playing in the water or the playgrounds. Inside the big office is also a playroom for the younger ones. There is a half-blood named Julia that works in the playroom and keeps an eye on the kids so that they can focus on work. Emery gets right to work counting out the drawers for the ticket ladies while Kendal goes around the park with Oliver and makes sure that the water is all clean. Finley is also here this morning and the weather is nice and warm for a perfect day at the park.
In the fifth and final home on the beach Bristol is just waking up. Harley and she have two little girls and he usually wakes up with them letting Bristol sleep in. Alene is their youngest daughter she just turned one year old and is a Fire Dragon. Marien is their three year old and she is an Onyx. As soon as Bristol sits up Marien comes running in with Alene trying to keep up. Harley is not far behind with a tray in his hands.
“Good morning beautiful. The girls and I decided to make you breakfast in bed this morning.” Harley says as he places the tray in her lap that is filled with eggs and bacon as well as a cinnamon roll.
“This is lovely thank you honey and my beauties.” Bristol says as she grabs a piece of bacon.
“So what shall we do today girls?” Harley asks his two daughters who just look at him and wait for him to tell them. “Well let’s see. We could go to the main house and play or we could go shopping in town. Or we could stay home all day.”
“Shopping sounds fun. I know we need to get some things for the girls and umm I also need to call and see if Alexi could stop by first. I have been feeling a little ill and want to make sure I am not coming down with something.” Bristol responds
“You haven’t mentioned feeling bad. What’s wrong?” Harley asks as he starts to get worried.
“Well I am just really tired lately and feel nauseous.” Bristol smiles at her husband hoping he will take the bait. After all he has wanted a son and since there are no males that don’t have their soul mates and she doesn’t know that anyone else is pregnant too, she knows she is carrying a boy. 
“No runny nose or sore throat?” Harley asks
“Babe, think about this. Nauseous and tired other than that I feel great.” She repeats
“I am going to go call Alexi now. I don’t want you to get sick and then have sick babies.” Harley said as he walked away and all Bristol could think was how much of a worry wart he was about her and the girls. Dragons didn’t get sick so how the hell could she have a cold.
One hour later Alexi was standing in the bedroom smiling down at Bristol. “He hasn’t figured it out yet has he?” Alexi laughed out loud
“Alexi what are you smiling about what does she have?” Harley asks
“Harley when have you ever been sick?” Alexi teases
“Never! We don’t……..” Harley stopped and just looked at Bristol. She was laughing at him and so was Alexi. “A boy?”
“I think so babe. Alexi is anyone else pregnant?” Bristol asks full of hope that the fates were going to bless her with a son.
“Not that I know of, you are the first in a while that is newly pregnant. You’re only a very few weeks.” Alexi responds and Harley shouts “YES!” which scares the kids and they run out of the room.
“Good job babe, now go make sure they aren’t in tears. You know how Alene is, if you don’t stroke her fire it goes out and she is rotten all day. If we are going shopping I want happy girl not moody girl.” Bristol scolds
“On it!” Harley smiles and kisses Bristol deeply before going after his baby girl. Alene was a very happy little girl but Bristol was right. If something bothered Alene she was moody the rest of the day unless you took her to Marco. If her mate was around she was never in a bad temper. However Harley had nothing to worry about when he found the kids they were all smiles playing with Anya and Luka.
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Fury 10 Years Later
Tia and John are sitting at the dining room table with their three children enjoying some oatmeal. Tia is sitting to the side making sure that her one year old doesn’t make too much of a mess. John sits next to her and he and their two boys are making silly faces at each other in between bites. 
Ainsley was their one year old and she was their little Fury girl. She was also the spitting image of Tia. Small frame big caramel eyes and a hear full of tight curly sandy hair. Marco was their three year old Fire boy and he had his daddies temper. He was playful all the way up until you pushed him too far. Their oldest was Devon a Blood Dragon. He is four now and one happy little guy. Nothing ruffles his feathers at all. Tia always says he took everything good from his father and none of the temper. 
“Lessons start right after school today for the older kids but we are both on for the little ones in two hours.” Tia reminds John. They have started training the young Fury’s on control. Being sixteen and seventeen had its advantages and some major disadvantages. During the day they trained Fury Dragons and at night they taught humans self defense.
John and Tia had opened a self defense studio with the help of her parents. Camilla and Sebastian were the face of the company and Tia and John stayed in the back ground. In the face of humans they were a family of fighters, Jaco had created the back story and paperwork, who took to teaching instead. Some of the human males had a problem listening to Tia teach, until she took them all down. Their reputation increased after a year and now they had a waiting list.
“Alrighty who do we have today?” John asked. He loved teaching the little ones.
“We have Isaac, Pedro, Keely, Willa and Hope. Ainsley will be coming with us today to keep Isaac focused. I haven’t told Zoe how he is yet because when Ainsley is there he focuses better.” Tia explains
“Don’t worry babe he is only four and I will tell him today if he does not focus then he will have a hard time with Ainsley later. These guys won’t do anything to make them look bad in front of their girls. Huh boys?” John joked
“Nopes we gotta be good for dem.” Devon responds. He has a little lisp so his words come out a little funny sometimes.
“Alright Devon you are going to head upstairs to help with Tori. She has been a little fussy and no one helps more than you do.” Tia smiles at her little guy.
“I can do that.” Devon says
“And Marco, Bristol called a moment ago they are going into town and shopping and she would like you to come.” Tia explains to her other son. Halina and Bristol always helped out on the days that she and John trained the kids. The days weren’t ever set days so she tried to make it seem like her boys were needed. She liked to build them up and their confidence. 
“I gets to see Alene?” Marco asks
“Yep buddy you do. Mommy and Daddy have to go work and I know you boys don’t like sitting there. Besides they need you boys today.” Tia explains
“Okies.” They both respond as they finish their oatmeal.
When Ainsley is done Tia takes her to the bathroom to clean her up and then she heads to her closet to get loose pants on. Tia throws on a tank top and her loose cotton pants with her tennis shoes. John is in his tank and sweats, his signature outfit now. Which Tia loves, it’s one of the benefits of being a teenager forever. When they are ready they send Devon up then meet Bristol in the main foyer. She takes Marco and they head to the training room.
Tia takes the girls and John takes the boys. Some of the parents stay but most leave so that their children listen better. John lines the boys up and Ainsley takes off across the mat to Isaac. Tia just smiles as Isaac face lights up at the sight of her little girl. Tia and John have the same routine. They talk with the kids for a while and then they have the kids stretch out. Even though the kids are four three and two they are Fury’s first. So exercise and fighting comes naturally.
Sebastian and Camilla are both sitting in the training room watching their daughter teach the younger Fury’s. Their four old Pedro is sitting in front of John and is totally enraptured in the talking. Pedro and most of the younger Fury males love John. He is a natural teacher. Like their daughter they also have two more children Leo is a Blood Dragon and is six. Then they have a little girl Marie who is two and she is a Fire Dragon.
Leo is in school today and so Marie is sitting in Camilla’s lap as she watches her big brother and big sister. Marie looks just like Tia except she has straight hair that is the only difference in them. When the kids come to the studio with them most people think that all the kids are Camilla and Sebastian’s. Camilla laughs it off because her children and her grandchildren do look very similar. Her grandkids are just a shade lighter than her own children.
Across the room Clover walks into the training room with her two daughters, straight over to Claudia.
“Claudia? Bailey has a question for you?” Clover says to Claudia
“Wait is Saul here?” Bailey asks
“Sorry honey he is in school right now but you have a question?” Claudia squats down to look Bailey in the eye.
“I do. You know the bad men that put mommy and daddy in a cage and you too. Are they coming back to take you guys?” Bailey asks and immediately her eyes fill with tears.
“Oh honey no they are not.” Claudia begins as sits on the mat and pulls Bailey into her lap. “When everyone was safe and when the babies started to come I left for a while. You see I don’t have my mate anymore and I won’t have one so I wanted to make sure that my grandbabies and you guys were really safe. I went all over the world looking for those three guys.” Claudia continues as she wipes tears from Bailey’s eyes. “I found them in Canada. They were all still together and they were working in a factory there. When they saw me they ran and I chased them. I got them cornered in an alley and had a talk with them.”
“You know the history right?” Bailey nods “so you know Aldrich killed a lot of us?” Bailey nods again. “Well theses three were the ones who were in charge of capturing us. After the caught Zoe’s mom and she killed one of them and died they stopped taking us to their dad. They caught us and held us because they were going to try to get a ransom for us. They were in it for money. While I was talking to them I was distracted and they tried to take me again.” At this Clover and Bailey both sucked in air.
“Oh no!” Bailey squealed
“They did turned out they thought they could still do what they did before. So no baby girl those three men are gone now and will never be coming back. If you are worried about the ones we let go you should talk to Jaco. I know he talks to all of them and they don’t want anything to do with us. Turns out they are all good kids.” Claudia finishes and Clover just looks at her. Clover had known they were dead, Claudia came back and told everyone that was in the cages with her. Clover just didn’t want the details and now felt relieved they were dead.
“I am glad you did Miss Claudia. You were protecting all of us so you did nothing wrong.” Bailey replies
“Thank you Bailey. You know your mommy is very lucky to have you. You are a very intelligent little girl and I am glad you are my Nephew’s soul mate. He will be a better man because of you.” Claudia says seriously. She hadn’t spent much time with Bailey but this little girl was special.
Charles was standing near his sister and had to agree with her about Bailey. His eldest son Saul was one lucky kid. Saul is nine and an Onyx who Charles has taught to fight just like Gabriel had learned. Charles and Etana had both wanted a large family now had six full-blood children and Penny his half-blood daughter who was currently in Europe touring with other female MMA fighters. 
Saul was their first child. Malachi is their eight year old Fury son. Max who is also a Fury is six. Carmela is five and she is a Water Dragon. Amira is their two year old Earth baby girl and Avery is their one year old Pearl daughter. Charles still is the head trainer for the mountain. Etana helps him now too when she is not busy with the babies. Lately however she does private lessons for the Fury kids who need a little extra help. 
Etana had changed so much to Charles but in a good way. She had been so hard and tough but when she held her first child she had softened. Now she wore long skirts or dresses. She curled her hair sometimes and wore perfume now. Charles loved her before hard edges and all however the feminine change is her is wonderful. But you can be sure that her whip is always on her hip or used as a belt on those dresses she also tucks a knife into a leg strap. 
“Are you thinking of me?” Etana asks
“I am how did you know?” Charles asks. He hadn’t noticed her walk in with the kids. Avery was on her right hip, whip on the left, Amira was holding her left hand. The rest of their kids were in class at the school house.
“You have that smile on your face that you only get when you think of me.” Etana responds
“You know me so well my love. What are you and my lovely ladies up to?”
“Well I was going to head into town. Oh Bailey my heart how are you sweets?” Etana noticed Bailey’s red eyes and she was sitting in Claudia’s lap. Etana adored Bailey and now wished Saul was here to calm her down.
“Hi Miss Etana, I am good. Miss Claudia just told me about the bad men that put mommy and her in cages. I was worried they would come back.” Bailey admitted
“And she told you they are never coming to take anyone ever again correct?” Etana asked
“She did. I just think…..well…I want Saul.” Bailey began to cry
“Come we will go get Saul if only for a moment. You need you mate right now. Come.” Etana demanded. She did not like to see Bailey upset at all. In fact she hated when and of the kids was upset. It made her heart break.
Bailey followed Etana while Clover stayed to speak with Claudia more. Etana slowed her pace as Bailey and even Amira were having trouble keeping up. They were approaching the school house when Saul came rushing out of the door.
“Bailey!” Saul shouted out to her and Bailey ran to him. Saul was only nine but he was much taller than little Bailey. Saul dropped to his to grab her into a hug. When he saw his mother’s strides from the window he had known something was wrong. His mother only walked like that when there was a purpose. Then his eyes saw Bailey and focused into her red rimmed teary eyes. He had jumped up and ran out of the classroom. Rosa was his teacher and she had started to tell him to sit but then had noticed where he was going. Everyone seemed to understand the bond and when one was hurt sometimes only the soul mate could fix it. 
“Who made you cry?” Soul asked gently
“No no..I just needed you. I had to know something and Miss Claudia told me. I just wanted you with me when I was told.” Bailey told him
“I am here now. What did you ask Aunt Claudia?”
“Son, she had asked about the three men that put her mommy in a cage. Claudia told her what she did. It is a good thing no one hurt her. She just needed your strength and for you to help with the relief she feels. Sometimes girls just need a hug and sometimes only our mate is the one that can provide that hug.” Etana stated in her matter of fact way. She was never able to break this habit but her children all understood and spoke the same way sometimes.
“I am always here for you Bailey. Next time come and get me first. I will always be your strength.” Saul admitted
“I know.” Bailey replies
Back at the Fury homes Makayla and Colby were running very late this morning. It was ten a.m. and they had just woken up. She was pretty sure that her children were too and two should be in school right now. She wanted to scream at Colby.
“Ok get up and get Justin and Hannah to school like now. I will get Brandon and Sarah ready and then we need to go. MOVE!” Makayla yelled
“Alright woman calm down. It’s not my fault you let the kids watch two movies last night and forgot to set the alarms.” Colby responded
“Oh don’t you start mister. Last night was your night to remember the alarms. I was busy making sure kids were bathed. So get off your high horse and get moving. Make sure you fix Hannah’s hair too. She won’t appreciate Martin seeing her all disheveled.” Makayla snapped
“Yes love.” Colby said as he rolled out of bed and out the door. When he got to Justin’s room the bed was made and the room was tidy. The boy was not in his room. He then walked to Hannah and Sarah’s room only to find Sarah his three year old daughter who was an Onyx sitting on the floor playing with her sister’s dolls. “Hey little one where is Hannah?”
“She went to school wif Justin.” Sarah replied
“Such good kids they are. Why don’t you get dressed for me? It is really late and we need to get going to hurry ok?” Colby asked his little one.
“Ok Daddy.” Sarah jumps up and into her closet to get clothes. He then walks over to Brandon’s room and sees that the boy is still asleep. “Wake up lil man time to get ready for the day.”
“Ok.” Brandon responds sleepily
Colby and Makayla had four children and hoped for more. Justin was the eldest son he is six and is a Blood Dragon. Hannah is five and is also a Blood. Brandon is four and their little Water man. Sarah was three and she was their Onyx baby. Colby still held out hope for a Fury so they were going to keep trying although they both knew they would not get pregnant unless the soul mate was in the works too.
“Love the kids made it to school and the other two are getting dressed now. Seems our two oldest are more responsible than their parents.” Colby stated
“That is all thanks to them being Blood. Sarah is going to be worse you know. She is already too smart for her own good sometimes.” Makayla responded
“Yep she was being a good girl and just playing in her room. Now what’s the plan today?” Colby asks as he starts the shower.
“Well thankfully Kevin opens for us but we should have shipments waiting on us to send and to accept. Those new vests should be coming today too.” Makayla says as she brushes her hair out. Colby and she had opened a shop that supplied tactical and fighting gear. At first the business was slow but now that they shipped all over and relied heavily on the website orders they were doing well. They didn’t get a whole lot of traffic in the shop but they wanted to make sure they were available if someone decided to stop by. Kevin worked full time with them unless someone needed the jet.
Once they were ready they jumped in their SUV and headed into town. At the shop there was not a customer in sight however there were new shipments all over. Justin and Sarah loved this part of the business. Colby opened all the boxes while Justin and Sarah handed the items over to be scanned into the computer. They all got right to work and while they unpacked the boxes Kevin took the empties and started to fill orders that needed to be shipped.
“Sorry we are late Kevin I forgot to set the alarm.” Colby told him
“No problems here I was able to get five of the ten orders we have shipped out when the guy delivered these.” Kevin explained
“Oh good.” Makayla was relieved to hear at some shipments got made.
“Here mommy.” Sarah said as she handed her the new goggles that had come in.
For the next few hours they got all the boxes unloaded and then it was time for Makayla to head home with the kids. Justin and Hannah would be home soon and one of them was always home to greet them.
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Mary and Mateo
Sundays were always a big deal for Mary. She missed cooking everyday for everyone but knew that now that children were here everyone wanted to cook for their own children, especially the couples who couldn’t raise their first child. She also enjoyed that Abby had wanted cooking lessons from her. Most of the mothers had come to her for a few lessons but had taken to it quickly. Abby however wanted to know everything. Abby also enjoyed it as much as Mary and now helped her plan Sunday meals.
Mateo still works with Charles and trains the half-bloods and has started to train some of the children that are not Fury’s. She and Mateo now also had three children of their own. Her first was a boy who they names Mateo Jr. and he was now eleven. Their daughter was born two years later and they named her Violet who is now nine. Their youngest was Caleb and he is now five. And just as Marsali had said they take after the Dragons. Her children are healthy and never get sick. They are strong and smart and the best part is she knows they will be immortal like her and Mateo. They will not die until they choose to be.
It is now Sunday morning and as Mary cooks her family breakfast her head is spinning with ideas. Not to mention it is the first Sunday with everyone home. Colleen came home the same day that Chloe had. Marcus and Iraina surprised everyone and came home a few days ago. So the plan tonight was Italian food everyone’s favorite. Mary had four lasagnas planned, spaghetti and fettuccine. Garlic bread and garlic rolls as well as salads, Eggplant parmesan and baked ziti. So much that she knew she needed to get started as soon as she was finished.
“Good morning my love how is planning coming?” Mateo asked as he came into the room.
“Gonna be a busy one love. Italian tonight and that means as soon as we are done I need to get started.” Mary replied
“Well I know how much I get in your way so how about I keep the kids busy today and let you do your thing?” Mateo laughed knowing that she would want nothing more.
“Sounds great, I know Finley is heading to the water park again today maybe the kids would like to go again.” Mary hinted knowing Violet had already asked to go.
“Sounds good to me, Mateo also asked if we could get him a new video game today. Seems after dinner the older boys all want to play teams.” 
“Well that is fine as long as he has done his chores to earn it.” Mary responded
“My room is clean my bed is made and I took the garbage out. I also cleaned our bathroom and started laundry. Is there anything else you would like me to do before we leave?” Mateo Jr. asks
“Well no son I think you earned a game. Just remember to put the load in the dryer before you leave so it does not spoil.” Mary responded still surprised sometimes at her own children. Gabe had needed his arm bent backwards to lift a finger. And he was so paying for what he gave her with his own daughter Irelynn. 
“Thank you and I won’t forget.” 
“Mommy can you do my hair before we leave?” Violet asks as she walks into the room.
“Yes sweetie I will braid it since you are going to be in the water. Now where is Caleb?” Mary asks
“He is cleaning his room hoping he can get a game too.” Mateo Jr. tells them.
“Oh he is? Well let’s see what he gets done and if it merits a game.” Mateo responds
The next thing anyone sees is Caleb walk into the kitchen and starts to grab plates from the cabinet. He then sets the table with plates and silverware. When he is done he comes into the kitchen and starts wiping the counters behind Mary and trying to hurry her along so he can clean up. Mary just laughs and scoots him out telling him he can get a game. The look on his face was nothing but relief. 
Before Mary sits to eat she shoots a quick text to the girls and Abby letting them know that she will be in shortly and the plan is Italian. She then sits to eat with her family. When they are all done the kids and Mateo leave for the day and Mary cleans up her small kitchen.
In the main house the kitchen had been remodeled to look more like a kitchen in a restaurant. She now had six huge ovens and two smaller ones. She had a total of twelve burners and plenty of working space. She even had assigned stations for the girls and an area to place all the cooked food before it got brought out to the big table in the dining room. The plates and silver ware now stayed at the table in lovely silver stands. 
As Mary entered the kitchen she saw that Abby was busy making the dough for the noodles. Aileen was working the salad station and cutting up heads of lettuce. Beth was boiling tomatoes for the sauce and Skylen was working dough for the garlic bread and rolls in two huge stand mixers. Abby was at the smaller two mixers with the pasta attachments and lastly Sandy was writing out a dessert menu that everyone would work on once they had dinner prepped.
“Well aren’t you all busy bees?” Mary laughed looking at all the girls. They girls had only been in the house about a year now. The previous ones had found their soul-mate after a while and decided to have families. So these four girls now lived in the apartment area downstairs and loved it. They were also paid extremely well by Kaiden and Zoe. These girls after all kept the main areas clean and did all the shopping for everyone. Not to mention that Beth and Aileen were turned Earth Dragons now and helped with the gardens. 
“Alright ladies this is the plan.” As Mary recited what they were making the girls all paid attention, especially Abby. “Now any questions before we start?”
“Nope.” The four ladies of the house all said at once while Abby kept staring at Mary.
“Abby dear what’s wrong?” Mary asked concerned
“Dodge is dead. Ben came home on Friday night and told him it was ok to go. He waited until this morning though. Ben leaves tonight after dinner and he is so upset. I don’t know what to do.” Abby burst into tears. The poor girl was only sixteen and didn’t know how to handle emotions like this yet. Her mate being upset shook her to her core.
“Oh honey I am so sorry. Do you need to go be with him? I can take over you know you don’t have to help.” Mary pulled her into a hug.
“No I’ll be ok. I need to be here because well…..Ben just wants to hold me…..and….well..I..umm.” at her admission the ladies all burst into laughter.
“Oh dear…..I remember being sixteen and yes I understand so let’s keep you busy in here instead of busy in a bedroom.” Mary said as she tried to look anywhere but the young girl in her arms. “How is the dough coming? Is it almost ready?”
“Yes it is how much lasagna do we need?” Abby ask with a red face of embarrassment.
“Well four lasagnas at probably forty a pan. Just remember to layer with wax paper because the sauce won’t be ready for a couple hours. Then I need two pans of ziti and lots of spaghetti noodle along with fettuccini noodles. Those ones can wait until the very last though. I am going to get started on the meatballs.” Mary explained
By three p.m. the sauce was done and Aileen and Skylen were putting the four lasagnas together. The salads had all been made and were in the large cooler. Abby was making the baked ziti while Mary and Beth are making desserts and Sandy is shaping the rolls and bread.
“You know we all love Sundays and look forward to it?” Abby asked
“You do?” Mary asked
“We do. Ben always talks about how he misses your food. And well I want to tell you that because of you I am switching my career to culinary and I want to open a restaurant. What I am really asking is if you would like to partner with me?” Abby confesses
“Oh Abby I would love to! 
“Yay! I have finally told Ben after months of thinking about it and I was shocked when he wasn’t upset that I wouldn’t be a vet. He says he just wants me to be happy.” Abby tells the girls.
“Of course he does Abby. You see everyone and everything and you don’t see that?” Skylen asked
“Well when it comes to me I don’t see it and it’s hard for me to see Ben because he isn’t in front of me. I can’t actually see his colors over the internet.” Abby snapped back.
“I’m sorry Abby I was not trying to be mean it just shocked me a little that you didn’t realize that because you and Ben have been together for so long.” Skylen apologized
“Oh then I am sorry too. I am just all over the place lately. I want to get it over with and finally be with him. But at the same time I don’t you know. I miss him so much and when I see him I feel like I a raging brat. We fight because I don’t want him to leave then we make up and that leads to me wanting to just throw in the towel you know?” Abby vented to no one and anyone.
“We know honey. You are so young though that you don’t want to push it just yet. Graduate first and then culinary school, at least wait until you are twenty and that is only four years away. Stay busy and you will be good.” Aileen told her
“I will try. But gosh have you seen Ben lately?” Abby asked the girls
“Nope I haven’t seen him in almost two years.” Beth said
“Well take a peek at dinner and you will see what I am talking about.” Abby told the girls with a knowing smile on her face.
At six o’clock families started to pour into the dining room. Morgan had made a smaller long table that matched the larger round ones. It had been placed in the middle of the room with the large round tables surrounding it. This table was for the children five and under that could sit on their own. The babies all sat in special highchairs that Morgan had designed.
What all the parents loved to watch were their children with their mates. Brandon who was only four years old was adamant that he sat next to Thea who was still only four months old and slept through dinner. Still he insisted that he sat at the end nearest Justine who had begun to bring a carrier bassinet with her and just place Thea near Brandon. 
Abby watched the girls as they noticed Ben walk into the room and at the looks on their faces they were pretty surprised. Ben was now about six foot two. He was lean but not at all skinny and he was very muscular. He also walked with confidence into any room. Ben wore his black hair longer than he used to and now it was to his shoulder with slight waves in it. It was also layered so the waves were almost curls. Tonight he was dressed in a wool sweater and dark jeans that were slightly baggy. When he noticed Abby his face lit up and Abby heard the girls next to her suck in a breath. She looked right at them and asked “see what I mean. You try to keep it together with his arms around you. I don’t think you would.” Abby laughed as both girls looked at her and shook their heads from side to side.
As everyone made their plates and took their seats and once the children all had a plate Harley stood up. As soon as Abby looked up at him and then at Bristol she saw it happen. A small golden string ran from her belly right to Abby’s belly. As Abby looked down to her belly and then back to Bristol she gasped. Ben looked at her with the question in his eyes. She just shook her head and took a bite of her lasagna holding back the tears she wanted to let flow. She now knew that within the next five years she was going to give birth to a baby girl.
“Everyone I want to share some wonderful news!” Harley yelled out. “Bristol is with child and well if no one else is pregnant I am having a BOY!” Harley said as he began to get teary eyed
Congratulations were yelled out and the kids began to laugh because all the adults were. Zoe loved soaking up how happy her family had become. She watched all the kids in the room and then the adults. When she saw Abby eating like she was starved she looked a little closer. Ben was looking at Abby like he had no idea what was wrong. Zoe tapped Zach on the leg as he always sat next to her she then nodded over to Abby. Zach looked over and threw out his feelers. When Zach looked back at Zoe all he gave her was a smile keeping any information he got to himself.
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Ben and Abby
Four years later after that informational dinner Abby is sitting at her desk in her room. She is now twenty years old and happier than ever. She had graduated early from high school and left for culinary school shortly after. Ben had graduated right before she had left for culinary school and they had gotten to spend the summer together. They had reconnected on a level that Abby had forgotten they had. She had forgotten that he was not only the love of her life but also her best friend. So when she had left for school it was on very good terms.
Her school had been a twenty month course but she had excelled so well that they had placed her in a fast track program which she had gotten her degree in just fifteen months. She had just finished an internship with one of the best chefs in Europe. Now she was working online with one of her heroes Mr. Steinman and he was working the deal for her to buy the restaurant that was in town. She and Mary had worked it out and were completely fifty fifty partners. The restaurant was a small one and they wanted to keep it that way. It was not going to be anything fancy just good food.
There was one empty house that was for her and Ben. Neither had moved into it yet as they both wanted to move in at the same time. The good news was that they were going to be moving in very soon. Ben had proposed the night she had come home from her internship. She had immediately said yes and he had given her a gorgeous black diamond swirl ring with smaller white diamonds on the sides. It was in a platinum band and she had burst into tears upon seeing it.
Ben had wanted to wait another year before they married but Abby had said she did not want to wait anymore. However Ben had placed a six month wait on her so that he could give her the wedding of her dreams. Bristol however had given birth to a little Water boy his name was Costin and he was now three years old. Every time Abby came into contact with him that thread she had seen now ran from him to her abdomen. It had also gotten stronger.
Today was the day though. She now sat looking in her mirror. She had just woken up and would head to the main house soon. Zoe had demanded that she was in charge of the dress and Abby trusted her completely. After all the mass wedding that they had had so long ago Zoe had done an amazing job. Abby still had her flower girl dress hanging in a bag in the closet. She would never toss it out, in fact her little sister had been given one just like it for the wedding. Delilah who was now eight and Ben’s two sisters Rainey now seven and Claire now ten were the flower girls and her little brothers were going to be the ring bearers. The girl’s soul mates would be the ones walking them down the aisle.
“Abby Abby its time! We have to go see Colleen and Zoe.” Delilah squealed loudly from the doorway.
“Ok I am ready.” And she was more than anything she wanted this. “Just remind me ok. Tell me one more time.” Abby asked nervously
“Okies we girls are going to Zoe’s suite to get ready. The boys have all gone to town to breakfast and then they are coming back in a few hours. That way Ben can’t peak at you.” Delilah giggled
“Abby sweetie are you nervous now?” Piper asked from down the hall as she stood there watching her two girls side by side walking towards her.
“Yes I am. I know I shouldn’t be. I have wanted this forever it feels it’s just finally happening mom.” Abby stated as tears filled her eyes.
“I know baby but you will do fine. Your father and I are so proud of you. Also when it is your sister’s time we will both be where I am now. She will be just as nervous.” Piper teased
“Oh that is going to be a good day. Tell me Delilah does Orin still stop Preston and Sawyer from messing with you?” Abby asked
“Yes and he does it with the boys at school too. But sometimes I want to punch him for it because sometimes we are just playing and someone gets rough and he is right there to stop the fun.” Delilah whines
“It will get better Ben used to be the same. When I first came here and mom and dad weren’t here yet I just had Ben. He was always there but I wouldn’t change that for the world because he became my best friend.” Abby told her little sister.
“Well Carmela and Adele are my best friends. Orin is great but he is a boy and he doesn’t like girl things like me.” Delilah informed
“That will change in time.” Abby said as they walked out the door and into the gold cart. The girls were all quiet as they made their way to the main house. The house was also very quiet as they made their way to the top suite. Inside they found Zoe and Halina waiting with Colleen. No kids were in sight except for Delilah.
“Where are Rainey and Claire?” Abby asked nervous they might not show.
“Well I asked them to come in about an hour from now. That way we can have time to work on all of you. Colleen here has brought some friends. They are in my room so… umm… ya no Dragon talk. They don’t have a clue and we aren’t ready to give any. They used to work with Colleen when she did runway shows they are the ones that are going to do your hair and makeup.” Zoe informed the girls
“Oh wow! Thank you Colleen and Zoe so when do I get to see the dress?” Abby asked excitedly
“Nope not going to happen until your hair and makeup are done and the girls are too, not to mention the mothers. They get a treat too. You remember the dresses before right? The ones Marjorie made?” Colleen asked
“Yes I do mom and me still have ours.” Abby responded
“Well Marjorie and I got together and she still had all the fabric samples and designs so we worked out magic and created all new ones. As well as the boys suites which Kaiden has and he will make sure the boys are taken care of. You however will be the last one to dress.” Colleen looked very seriously at Abby and Abby pouted a little.
“Alright let’s head back and get you ladies started. You haven’t showered like we asked right?” Zoe asked and Abby shook her head no. “Good then right to the bath for you.” Zoe opened her double doors wide to reveal six women smiling at them.
“Ladies this is Piper and her daughters Abby and Delilah. Abby here is the lucky one. Ladies this is the best team I have ever worked with and my best friends.” Colleen made the introductions to her team and then they got to work.
Abby was led into the bathroom and soaked in a bath with lots of floating flowers. Zoe washed her hair with a special shampoo while her mother helped scrub her down. The rich smell of the flowers soaking into her skin. When she was done she was led into the bedroom and three chairs had been placed behind a long table. Delilah sat in the middle chair and her long hair was being rolled up in curlers. Piper took the far chair and Abby sat in the first one closest to the door. 
One lady worked on Delilah while three were on Abby and two on Piper. When Monica walked in with Claire and Rainey it hadn’t seemed like an hour. Mary was right behind them with Skylen and Beth and they had trays of food and drinks. Abby’s hair was placed in huge rollers and her nails were dry so they let her out of the chair to eat. Delilah was sitting on the little couch as the girl who worked on her grabbed onto Rainey. 
The laughter and chatter went on for what only seemed like an hour but when Abby looked at the clock it was already two in the afternoon. There were two girls working on her makeup as three let loose the little girl’s hair. Delilah had bouncing rolls where Rainey had her hair braided and there were flowers placed in the braid. Clair had waves and waves of hair that was rolled up the back and then cascaded all around her head. Piper was also finished and Abby hadn’t remembered a time her mother had looked so beautiful. When Monica was finished and Abby thought the same thing about her she began to get teary eyed. 
Abby was scolded in a nice way as the girls started to do her eye makeup. A while later they finally placed the mirror in front of her. She looked the same as she always did however they had done her makeup in a way that accentuated all her features. Her lips looked fuller and had a slight shine to them. Her eyes seemed to pop out of her face although in a good way. Her hair was almost to her waist now and they now had slight waves and bounced when she moved her head. The sides had been swept up and there seemed to be glitter in her hair.
Colleen made Abby and the girls sit there while she showed her team out of the house and into a waiting car. Zoe had handed them each a thick envelope before they left. Colleen came back in the room shortly after carrying three smaller bags. They let Delilah go first and her dress was magical. Since there was not a color scheme to the wedding Abby knew the dresses would signify their race. Delilah’s dress was a soft blue silk with a lace cover. Once it was on the dress really did look like waves. Rainey dress was a pearl covered bodice and the skirt was creamy silk that was ruffled and held with pearls. Claire’s dress was the color of Dragon fire. Purples and blues with a hint of orange. It was stunning.
Piper dress was a gown done in dark purple and black with a small train in the back. It was simple but elegant. Monica’s dress was similar but did not have a train instead it flowed over her feet and out to the sides. Pictures were taken and then it was time for Abby to put her dress on. Colleen brought out a bag and Abby was almost jumping in place.
“This is a very special dress that Zoe has been helping to design since the first weddings you guys had. I have been working on it since you stopped growing so for three years now.” Colleen said and Abby just looked at her and Zoe like they had a booger in their nose.
“Seriously?” Abby asked
“Yep!” Zoe stated as she unzipped the bag. Once it was open all Abby could do was stand there with her mouth gaping open. Piper began to tear up and the three little girls began to oooh and aahh. The dress was like nothing she had seen before. She looked down at her engagement ring and then at the dress. The swirling diamond on her ring was the same that was on the bodice of the dress. 
The bodice of her dress was all swirling black and white diamonds in a scale pattern. It really did look like Dragon scales and it flowed down the side of her hips. The dress fit like a glove. The skirt was slightly tight in the front at her thighs and then flowed out with a long train. In front was white silk which towards the bottom and back morphed into black. This dress was nothing like the dresses she remembered from the last wedding. This dress was more than she had expected.
“ZOE! COLLEEN! This is…this is….my god this is gorgeous!” Abby gushed
“So you do like it? Because you have just been standing there silent with your mouth hanging open.” Zoe stated
“I love it.” Abby began to cry
“Nope nope none of that! Now I need to get my dress on and then we need to head out the guys and boys should be downstairs waiting except Ben he should be at the terrace waiting. So give me one moment.” Zoe said as she disappeared in her closet. She and Colleen both had been working on themselves while the girls worked on them. Once they were ready they headed down to the main floor. There they found Aidan, Brad, Orin, Barkley and Shane. Also there was the man that Colleen had started dating again. He was now a trusted human. Pictures were taken again and after thirty minutes they headed outside.
The open space in front of the main house had been extended like the beach a few years ago. It was now big enough for everyone to shift and a small parking lot for the family vehicles that was at the far side of the house hidden away. This area however had been transformed while Abby had been inside. It how had rows upon rows of benches on both side of an aisle. At the end of each row was an awning with hanging flowers on vines at ran up the sides and top. Ribbons of white and black were tied on the inside aisle of each bench. At the end of the aisle Mr. Steinman stood inside of a gazebo and next to him was Ben.
Ben’s tux was white with a black shirt and vest with white buttons. Those buttons were huge black and white swirl diamonds. His cufflinks were also the diamonds and his lapels were also done in diamonds that looked like small scales. His hair was long and loose like Abby liked it. Aidan her father handed her a bouquet of flowers as she took his arm. The girls and their mates walked down one by one tossing flowers out as they went. Sawyer and Preston went next each carrying a black pillow with a ring on it. Then it was Abby’s turn.
Abby draped her arm under and over her father’s arm he then led her down the aisle. The smile would not leave her face and Ben looked on with such love in his eyes that she wanted to cry. Mr. Steinman said a beautiful poem and then did the traditional wedding. They both said “I do” and the rings were placed on their fingers. The band that went to Abby’s ring was all small diamond and Ben’s ring was a band of platinum with one swirl diamond in the middle. 
After the reception Ben carried her into their new home. Their parents had worked together and the house was completely decorated much to Ben and Abby’s surprise. He didn’t put her down once they were inside however. He carried her all the way to their new bedroom and took his time with her. It was both of their first time but Ben was not shy as he slowly undressed himself leaving his pants on while he took her dress off. He was slow and carful with her and when the time came for them to bite one another the rush overcame her. She tried to be gentle however there was no time to wonder if she was. A tingling sensation ran over her everywhere and she just knew they needed to get outside. Everyone was waiting in the field already shifted into their Dragon forms with children on back and some in the Onyx’s arms. They flew for the first time.
A year later Abby and Ben welcomed their first daughter Mia to the world. Abby had asked for Bristol and Harley to be in the living room with Costin. As soon as Mia was born Costin bolted himself into the room. He looked at Mia with such love and devotion as he gently kissed her forehead and went back to his parents. 
The years were good to them and after another twelve years Abby had a son. An Onyx boy they named Taggart. Two years later she gave birth to another Onyx boy they named Finn. Saul and Bailey were the first to get pregnant and they had a little Onyx girl named Cadence and she had turned out to be Taggart’s soul mate. Braden and Talya had been impatient and she had become pregnant at nineteen and given birth to Finn’s soul mate Myra. It seemed that they were extinct no longer as more years went by and the Pearls had Pearls babies, the Water had Water babies and so on. 
Life was good to them all as children grew and started families. Lots of weddings took place as well as lots of births. They were no longer an Extinct Race.
 
The End
 
 
 



 
A list of Children and their Soul Mates
 
 
Pearls
Briec and Irelynn
Airic and Chloe
Mason and Aisley
Damien and Annalese
Barkley and Rainey
Robert and Anya
Cooper and Avery
Water
Ryan and Josephine
Sawyer and Rose
Carmine and Adele
Orin and Delilah
Brody and Carmela
Brandon and Thea
Luka and Brooke
Fury
Malachi and Hadley
Carter and Hope
Tyler and Alisa
Malcolm and Willa
Isaac and Ainsley
Pedro and Isabelle
Max and Keely
Earth
Noah and Adison
Shawn and Lilah
Forrest and Elena
Brighton and Ridley
Baker and Camryn
Drake and Amira
Ferris and Hailey
Sloan and Willow
Onyx
Saul and Bailey
Ian and Olivia
Preston and Sarah
Austin and Paige
Ramond and Octavia
Ramiro and Keegan
Maddox and Marien
Lucas and Allison
Blood
Gage and Taylor
Devon and Tori
Elias and Caroline
Martin and Hannah
Colin and Riley
Leo and Nadia
Justin and Etaine
Marcel and Tavia
Fire
Shane and Claire
Adam and Saige
Braden and Talya
Tristan and Jada
Jael and Marie
Marco and Alene
Liam and Harper
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