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Sarah’s Journal Entries
It’s the first day of the new school year. The firstday that Sarah meets John Smith.

Mown bought me this joumal after T got home from Colomda A place of wmy own to warke

sughts, she explained. T think T got her all worried, breaking up with Mark and
quitting cheerleading And T have been acting a lttle antsy T guess T, just had this sily
notion that things would be diffetent now since T.was different. Lately Tve been bringing
1y Camern evergwhans with we, thinking that magbe. thiough its lens, my hometonn

look like & whals new place. Like what T 4 all along was simply 4 lens to be my

filter o help me find the unexpected ansongst all of this. But even through my lens, all T

didn’t matter the angle T chass, or what filter T

saw wias what had aloays boen here
used. or how T cropped the issage, because in the end it was ill Graadics, Ohia population

Tothing differert. nothing changed

ool Wiawn had mentioned him. told wis to keep an ey out for
T axpocted. Then again, T guscs the unexpectsd naver is. With anar
ke John Genith, T figared he'd loe averagi, run-of -the-mail, Chudice-iorthts He's angthing
Gut. He's goog-looking, but thats not sven it T msan, half the football team is go0d-look
Thiark Jasses losking, T¥s comething mote than that, comething T can't quite put say
%) Game running up 2 him while T was snapping piotares, a beagle, diny bat
aute John : w befae, but you could tel the dog Uked how, and homesty
uldn't really just somnething) different aloout hum, something that
wie want 42 losk twca. To the vest of the day. things finally sarted to foel s they were
changing alittls. Maybe it was jut being back in schaol Magbs it nas having only one (1)
class with Mark. Tagts it was sssing the chesrleadsrs in uniforre and not sing in one
vlelf O weaoe & was finding John in ) howe e class and knoning that Guaadh

Ohic' population was no longer 5242
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Sarah has a fun date making dinnar with John, but John’s dad, Henri is strangely quiet for soma raason.

John and T cooked dinner tonight Te was wy idea. cooking our meal for the howe ec

1 40 male i in class. But b it didr't fzel 2 it ke homework
Joha's dad took Bemis Kosar on & walk s0 it was just the two of us in the kitchen and T
felt e we were in our o little world T\ footiall players, no cheerleaders, no parents

and ¢irring and (aughing as the 1o

We cooked for John's dad too. Te's just him and John lwing together and i's clear how

wich John adwires hin. From what Tve seen, he seems like a nice gug—but he was
practically silent throughont dinner He masn's rude—he told us how delicions the food was.
But other than that. he <aid itle elee. his eges digant, like he wasn't really there with us

at all, but somewhere else, far away,

During the movie after dinner, i got even worse. He just stared out the window not even
bothering to watch the TV Then he let out this loud sigh and went outside. John went after
hiv and they were out thers for a while. T tried to keep watching the movie, lut T couldn't
<t0p g 465 from Flickering towatd the windon tomatd the w0 of thom huddled tagether

aut there. Their fac st and their expre riows. T keep wondering, evon naw

what they could have been talking abuut

Were thet missing what they'd left behind, maye? John dossn’t talk much about his
past, but evergone has oné, ght? Sametimes T wonder what he was like befors Bradise.
What friends he had.what girls s THs ke there's this whale part of his (fe T know
nothing about. And the way M Smith was staring off into the woods like that, it

seemed i
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The monsters come out on Halloween when Mark and his gang try to scare John away from Sarah,

You know hows they say that ghoss rice on Halloweer? Well. the on

Halloween is the ghos of Gogfriends pask The night started ant

L. on the hatunted haside together Emiy cams to0 and John's r

of scary, the kind T love dark. as a tunnel ant screams and ) ching

throush the darknecs John put his arm arund me and T remersber thinking—for this. T couls
sver Vhich. in rottospect, was pretty fttng for what came next

oon s we ot off the tmctor. things started to g0 cmzy. A net fell on us and then

Someoms was

John would come because they had me and bes already tell he wasn't e to un. T
besgged Miark not to 5o thiough with & 2 aaingt [? How pathetic was that? But he ynored me
and T wond for the mllionth time how T'd ever dated hiva, how T'A ever n tolenated him.

for John, bnowingy what he' A be walking into
4 hagpened ke T thought it would. Tt was aill <o dark that
were outlings, shapes moving through the night Bat even o T could tell
John knew how to fight Really Fight When i was over John  ight gugs and ma

MMask apologizs <o me. (L apped hisd Right acss the

T couldn't st £ got out of those woods, and when we finally Aid, John and T found ourcelvee

one for the fust tims all night And when T got the strngest feeling—(ike all my (4

been waiting for this one bey. And now he was hers and thing

A hina. And the (ook on hie face when T Ad . it mas amazing Tt

he was feeling everthing T wias, ke he 400 had bean vaiting all bis s for thic very momasnt
and couldn't believe it had finally come So of course, T lussed him azai

Saah
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Sarah can’t help opening up to John, even though paying attention to
the new guy has her ex, Mark, and his whole football crew itching for a fight

John and T have been partnering up in home ec. Tt gives us tume to talk and today

T found myself telling him about Wlark and how we used to be. T was scared, a little,
of what he'd think when he found out how long T'd dated someone like that How long
T'd been someone like that John kind of seems above it all, somehow—ike the way he
leeps standing up to Mark. Mo one stands up to Mark, new or not. Tt's Wark James,
and this is Quadise, Ohio He does what he wants, he gets what he wants. Except for

me. Mot that he seems to be getting

9 that through his thick skull

But even after T told John evergthing—how Td spualed, becoming more and more ke
Mark antil T didn't even recagnize myself angmore—he didn't seem to judge me. Tn
fact, he bind of looked at me different after that, but in a good way, T think. Like he
was seing me wore clearly nom Tt took me all period to work up to it, but T finally

asked him € he l6ft a girfriend behind when he moved T tried to be all casual about

t, bt T sute mag face was butning bright rd by the time he said no (1) he dicln't

The ciazy thing is, T never felt this kind of anticipation with Mark, With him it had

been all about who we'd be with and what we'd be drinking and what story we'd use
when we bioke curfew this time. But with John, T keep thinking about how when T

Graloed his ar i howse e today, Goose bumps tan up and down wy entire body,

Cute, funng, nice. as different from Tark s gou can get—he just seems perfect
Well. okay. almost perfect. He can't cook for the hime. Today he tried to take
ur cupcakes out of the oven WITHOUT oven mitts on. Really. Yhat world did this

G grow up 177 Haha

Sarah g
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When John comes over to have Thanksgiving dinner with Sarah’s family,
he seems distracted. What is he hiding?

Have you ever had sonnething hagpen 1o you that thers was siwply no explanation for 2
That gou can't chalk up to 4 concidence, or an accident, or even fata? That seerned wore
supematural? T

OF co

think, much of it Jus ng John there, or
P4 that everything ¢ emed to fade
hattered inwy face far no plansicle reason!
2y, T wasn't thinking very much 4t
But non 25 T cit here writing this, T stanting t2 worry
s litele jumpy at dinner Ty faraly can be a (ot 1o tak
wred that was why, But what & & was
out bagk 9 talss piotures, he had sounded preety worried At the tim
ything was fine, but really, wha ave held his

The town of Bund mpletely

And the thing i John never did cag, Al he ssid as Henri nesded him. T¢

leaving m feeling liss somethings off. but T s But that's s silly

Right? This is_John w&'te talking about. Wy John. Henri probably just needed somes help at

the houss, or magle he wasn't w sure that's all it was
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