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Everything | knew about the world happened in Camarillo.
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My mom was sick with a disease called lupus,” which usually left
her feeling exhausted, so | often helped her with errands.

*a disease in which the immune system attacks its own tissues
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Jlb | grew up in a small town just outside of Los Angeles.
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But then | got to middle school.
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| played with friends on playgrounds
and Little League sports.
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AND | HOPE YOU
ALL LEARNED A LOT
ABOUT THE DANGERS
OF USING DRUGS!

Thank you so
much for the
wonderful
presentation,
Mr. Quimby!

Hey, kids, we still have
|5 minutes before the
bell rings, and | can't
let you go early!
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You learned that the best way fo survive was to keep a low profile.

| became quiet.

Small.

| wanted to be invisible.

AR

“Thank you v
much for having me
here today, kids! A\
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Why are we even
going to this party?
We don't do parties.

Why are you being
such a downer, Dan? | want
to experience at least ONE

party before moving
to New Mexico.

Well, here’s
the place.

A\

A-” s WS ME MYSELE anp ..
o e

I don't know,
you guys. We don't
usually hang out with
these kids. Do they We can just go
even want us here? through the

backyard gate.
[l be
fine.
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| mean THE WHOLE SCHOOL. Ryan

is throwing the party. His little

brother, Mike, couldn't keep his

mouth shut and told everyone

about it. That's how | found out. So, were

technically
not invited.

[t's not just us.
A bunch of kids
are going.

| just don't want
people looking at us
if we weren't invited.

We're invited
since everyone
in town is now

“technically

invited.”

v

Where are

 his parents?
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| wonder what that
was all about?

ey NCH

CRUNCH
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Why did
the lights
turn off?
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Stay right
there!!
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WHOA! What's
going on?!
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| want to be small.

| want to be invisible.
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Dan, did you
hear what |
Jjust said

..Yes, Mrs. Bjork...

Remember that for
the tournament
this weekend.

v
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JUNE 1989

The last day of junior high

Ryan's place

is just on the

other side of
the park.

Ryan's in high school.
L Why would he invite us?

He invited

everyone.

Are you
sure he meant
everyoner?
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...The clouds
sail by... Little
ones, baby
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The next person who
interrupts Mr. Santat’s
speech will see me after

school and will be written
up fo spend all next week
in detention!
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There's a reason why some
people pee themselves when
they're scared.
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That's because when you encounter
fear, | mean, true fear...

...it starts from the crotch...
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[d like to report a murder.

There were about 700 witnesses.
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| wasn't looking for trouble. 5
) Who threw that?! )
¥ 4 Who did that?! AN
\f%l ,‘“C
)

We need to work on
your delivery. You
need to enunciate.
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Get back o\ (i
your seats! |
oy | haven't b2l=
=] dismissed e
you yet! /P

/1 2]) /1§ : @\

| didn't want them 1o worry. | didnt want fo complicate thing
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Al

]

Right now, d like to invite
Mrs. Bjork to the front of
the stage to tell us more.

All my life, up to this moment,
| stayed out of trouble.

| followed the rules, and | tried
to always be a good kid.

This all felt really unfair.

This isnt how karma
is supposed to work.

At this time,
I'd like to invite
Dan Santat up
to the stage!
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We need 1o be Yol
prepared for the |

speech tournament [,

this weekend. 2

I've set some
time aside for
you to each
perform your
speeches in
front of the
students.

| guess you can't
hide forever...
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| wanted to throw up.

“Spring Morning”.
by A. A. Milne...

“Where am | going? | don't quite know.
Down fo the stream where the king-cups grow —
Up on the hill where the pine-trees blow—
Anywhere, anywhere. | don't know.”

¥chuckle¥ A
.
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| once read that most people feared
public speaking more than they feared death.

Don't forget
to enunciate.
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Hi. Mrs. Bjork,
check in with this one
every now and then.
He’s being a baby

about leaving us.

Mom, that's

Don't you worry, '\ |
Mrs. Santat. [l keep |4
a close eye on him. / §

-,

Thisis a
once-in-a-lifetime
experience! Try fo
make the most of it!
1 Allthe kids here seem
to be excited but you.
We went to Europe on
our honeymoon and it
was amazing, and we
wanted you to have
that same experience. {
'\ We loved Salzburg!

us
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5 Good morning! We are now
prepared to board 9AM TWA

Flight 6410 New York at Gate 16.
M @
o)

—] —

Okay, kids, it's time
to board the plane!
Say goodbye to your
parents! We're
shipping out!
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" FINE! YEESH!
/ Wouldnt it be

easier for them

to just yank it

off and run

This is your first
time away from us.
&\ I'm nervous, too.

4 Hey, |
worry because

you're our
only kid.
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What?

My gold
Buddha

necklace?

Are you wearing
that to Europe?

Dont! They're going
to chop off your
head and take it!

/——— ’

HAHA! They're
gonna chop
off my head
ifl—
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PARIS

( 21 DAYS LEFT IN THE TRIP )
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Have a good
flight! Hey, it's
|| your first time
on a plane!

Yup. Dont worry, if
the plane goes down,
at least my death
will be quick.

WHAT?! THATS THE LAST \
THING YOU SAY TO ME?!
WHY WOULD YOU

SAY THAT?!
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Maybe this trip
won't be so bad?

* Smoking used to be allowed on plane flights. WHAT?!
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It fook 18 hours fo get fo Paris. S

aymond, wa+

are you doing? s

©

N
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Sil vous plait, prenez vos
sacs et mettez-vous de
coté pour que les autres |48

puissent récupérer
leurs valises.

Huh?

" \\ ,,.,-f’ \

Par ici s'il-
vous-plait.
Avancez !

Avancez '!!

—— =
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CHARLES DE GAULLE AIRPORT

®eveeq®s 0o -

Okay, everyone,
grab your bags!

(" After you do that, well all )

meet up at the south end of
+

Okay, let's go
get our stuff.
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N

See, Dan?!
Another boy for
)\ You to play with!

Why are
you so loud?!

Moms. What
are you gonna
do, right?

I'm Dan.
Pleased to
meet ya.

Hey, are you
guys the tour group
going to Europe?

Hey, | know you.
You're a year below
me! I'm Dan.

I'm Darryl.

ué
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We just go to places none of us are interested in .\l\ aw
to take pictures of me standing there by myself...

[sn't
anyone going
to take the
picture
with me?

Someday, I'm gonna
look at all these old
pictures and I'm gonna
look like some kid who ran
away from home and went
on vacation to places
all by myself.

Squat down in all four
states at once so | can
get the picture!

What's taking so
long? I'm getting
soaked out here!

What's wrong with
this camera? Are the Jj

batteries dead?
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for the last

You've been grouchy

hormones.

It's his l

two years.

It will be
good for
you to get

out of town. 4

N And you'll be
with all your |
friends!

| haven't
1 seenyou

39

Since you drove me
home from school that
one time last year.
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’ That's silly. You would

When | came to America
B[ | wasnt prepared for a lot
P; of things because | only
saw life from a tiny little
village. You need to
do this.

Why would | want
to go on vacation?
[d rather stay in
my room and
not be bothered

by people.

Jjust sit around playing
video games all day.

rest of my

life to go to

Europe. If's
~\ not going

When did he
become so
negative?

38

He's thirteen. He's a
teenager. Teenagers don't
want to do anything.
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| don't know what's
gotten into him. He
doesnt want to do
anything anymore.

Is Dan excited
for the trip?
| I's all Joy has
been talking
about for the
past month!

Who wouldn't
want to go on
a trip like this
right before
high school?

Joy was one of the
most popular kids
in school. Our
moms were friends.
Joy and | took
karate together.

tH
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|'ve known
Shelley since
kindergarten.
I lost count how
many sill
fhings Ive 3514 &
to her.

He flew an

I saw Top Gun
and drew this
picture of
Maverick flying
in his plane!

F-I4 Tomcat.

iTo)
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| thatl 5+ayed up
and figured I'd
just sleep on

the plane.

What are you
staring at?
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Don't show \ should have
your opponent [SERg seen it coming.
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Hey, girls, keep
an eye on Dan
for me, okay?

2 R’ A\ ;
Are you folks the EFST (" Perfect! This is my \
tour group to Europe? sz Braden, e

group Pe! live in Thousand
. Oaks. He's part of
N b the tour group.
f \

us
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What? | wasn't
i looking.

| could feel
you staring
\ at me.

~
—

| was wondering
when you guys were
going to get here!!

| intend to have a
summer romance
with some hot
Euro boy.

ready to
do this?!

This was going
to be a fong
three weeks.
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LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT—Two weeks later

Go you have your sweater? > -~

Vi

for three weeks without

== S Us 1o help you. You'll be

sorry if you don't have
your passport.

We never got
to do this when
we were kids.
You should
feel lucky!

| have it.
I'm fine.

Hey, what's with you?

[ thought you liked to
travel? You always have
fun with us.
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HA
HA HA

HA HA
HA

HA

First party.
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Quel Orange! Orange
parfum vous Fanta. Sorry. Merci. A
voulez?!

| haven't eaten
anything since

Dude, you're
Oh my gosh,
S@igress. these are
delicious!
&
- &l

/,
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CAFE

CAFE auogs

Fanta
citron ou
orange?
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After the US declared a trade
embargo against the Nazis, they
couldnt import syrup from the
States and decided to make their
own soda with only natural
ingredients from Germany. You
can find various flavors all over
Europe like grape, strawberry,
lime, mango...

That was a product of World War .

Croque

madame.
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Yes! Fanta! It's a
very popular drink
here in Europe!
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This bill is huge.
Why is my bill so breadsticks
werent

free.

Sorry, man. | was
wondering why no
one else was eating
them at any other /_

Oh my gosh. That's
going to blow my
budget for the day.






images/00074.jpeg
Tu as fini tout le pain ? Vous, &
les Américains, vous vous "o
goinfrez comme des cochons. g
\

What did | do?
She seems
annoyed.
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Wait. We can Y ¥ That sounds Don't be such a
alittle stick-in-the-mud. ||
P\ This is gonna be |3

do whatever we

awesome!

Hey, what are you
guys gonna d—

| don't know... | thought
we were supposed to
stick together.

)

i

If you only had one day
to explore the most
famous city in the world,
what would you do?
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Just keep an
eye out on
your finances
after this.

You just went
slightly over
your budget
today, so
Il help cover
the cost.

Okay, everyone, now \§
| you all will have the

rest of the afternoon

fo yourselves. You're

free to see the city on

But please understand that this city
is far foo big to experience all in a
single day. You may want o consider
grouping up and experiencing some
of these sights together. We will all
meet at the Eiffel Tower at 5 P.M.
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:@'ll be meeting at the tallest

structure in the city. Wherever
you go, it will always be in
view. You'll never be lost.

Maybe | can do this?

6





images/00078.jpeg
Does anyone want \,
to go to the Louvre?
- e D R

7 Yeah, itjust LR That's Y S
opened, right? T ==

we exploring
Paris by

ourselves?
Don't we
need an

Dy
=
Ty

= Mrs. Bjork, \T — Sorry, I'm taking a N
do you want group to the Palace of
to go to the Versailles. Why dont

N\ Louvre? < you come with us?
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ﬂ

I think you took my
bag by mistake!

Sorry, all
these bags
look alike.

Yup!
That's me!
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Dan! Hurry
up! We're
leaving!

( Hello! My group
from Americal
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You're with

ksl Glucksbringer.
e tour?

| should go
find my bag.

Long “o” sound. “Gluck”
rhymes with “look.”

\-] Pronounced
A Glucksbringer.

Glucksbringer...

Perfect! Well,
4 hope you have
(\\ a good trip.
Puy
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If this is your first time
here, I'm sure it will be a
memorable journey. Now
we'll get on board the bus
and be on our way!

I'm so exhausted. | can't
wait to go to check into
our hotel room. '

What are you alking about?
Our day has just started.

Were not checkin
. into the hotel?

)

AN

We're going

' sightseeing! E
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My name is Hank, and |
will be your tour guide
for this trip!

[d like to give a warm "\

q{reeﬂng to all the EFST

students from St. Louis

and Los Angeles. For the

next three weeks we will
be traveling together

as one big group!
1

For the next three weeks,
we will be touring five
countries throughout -

‘ M. Euro pe. A

N NS
\E Nl B\\se=u]

Ow!

L Calm down!
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ARC DE TRIOMPHE
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What's wrong with
this camera?

That doesnt Relax. [l
sound good. make copies
of my
photos and
= send them to

v ) ~ you after
X | think it ate this trip. Try
the film! not fo worry

about it.

What am |
gonna do? I'm
not gonna have
any pictures
from this trip!
How am | gonna
remember any
of this?!
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images/00091.jpeg
My name’s Dan. Dan Santat. I'm
from Los Angeles, well, a small
town just outside of it.

California?! Cool!
We're from Quincy,

lllinois, a small town just

outside of St. Louis!

\ i — " Hopedale?! That's just
. lllinois? | about a half hour away
used to live from our town! We were

in Hopedale! practically neighbors!

1

Dan! Come over
here! You gotta
check out this view!

Well, we're gonna
go this way.

Yeah, | guess | //

should go, too.
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You
remembered! NG Glockenspiel?

>
— And you must be
( Hi, I'm Kelly! ) ) the chaperone?

| never
got your
name.

I'm Amy’s mom.
Pat... Glockenspiel.
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Later that evening... Early start

tomorrow morning, so be
=== sureto getyour rest. The bus
will be here at 9 A.M. to take
us to Switzerland.

=
i
a0

| need a Wi | cant waitto Finll \ -
y! Y
h ; take these |
- shoes off... bEd! \

Hold on. Let's
see what's on
French TV first.

| bet it'll be
hilarious.
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First day in Europe.
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SWITZERLAND

(19 DAYS LEFT IN THE TRIP)
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/"..No one i
1 earing an
\ \_ clothes...
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What happened to Yeah, why do you
you guys? look so awful?_

First of all, *haJr's\ Funny. We did
rude. Don't ever the same thing.
tell a lady she
looks awful. And
second, we were &€
up late watching =
TV all night. L] [N ©
& |
- .
1 //
I 7

4
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What happened
to you three?

el ——

Why didn't anyone
tell us that electrical
outlets were
different here?

| couldnt plug in)
my hair dryer
and I'm fotally
gross and just

don't look at me!

we can find a
shop that sells
adapters later

today.

Why do all the
kids look so

exhausted? /—\ time zone here. Itl

I'm sure they're still
adjusting to the
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Two hours later...

Oh man, | cant
wait for high
school to start!

gonna be a
Jjunior, and helll
be able to get
us into all the
cool parties.

You missed that one
party that Ryan and
Mike Maxwell threw
at their place at the
end of the year. It
was nuts!

to stand inside the house, so we
just hung out on the front lawn.

And then the cops
pulled up and everyone
started to scramble!

We have no idea!
Joy and | just
took off running
down the street.

//_

6
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\ Z
Shut up!
My headis | — \ <8
killing me! é 5
Y
= AV =

— \
Okay, everyone,\ |

our next stop is
Switzerland!

a5
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Back home, | rode my bikeall A== ) This felt different.
over my tiny little fown, but Paris /| I
was twice the size of it.
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At

| didn't know |d feel this way
about seeing things Id only
seen on postcards, in
textbooks, and in
movies.
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Look at this! The
line wraps around
the whole block!

Ugh. | forgot Jrhe\
Louvre reopened a
couple months ago.
That explains why
the line is so long.

(" Well, this stinks. | wanted o
see the Mona Lisa. What're
we supposed to do now?

We have a few
hours before we
meet up with
everyone.

Why don't we just
explore the city? There’s
so much to see.
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There are two ways up the tower.
You can take the elevator for 20 francs v/liv,
KSPRIPR

I\
up 1o the second level, or you can take HZARES
the stairs for five. There are a total of

614 steps. Your legs will probably be
sore afterward, so fair warning.

-....".l ¢

(| blew all my mone
on the breadsticks. /

Well, we blew all e .

’

our money on " .\;“‘ v
souvenirs, so [N

°_

we'll have fo join |3

It would be
pointless to
come all the way
to Paris and
NOT go up the
Eiffel Tower.

But he said
it was 674
steps!

Why are you
such a downer?!

8l
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Quit complaining.
Let's all just get
this over with.

Come on,
Dan. Are
you coming
or not?

Why are we
stopping?

\\‘Il
e L 2
Voo

Keep going!
We're almost

4 ' ] Uy

P ITS T 1%
SR D I

Vi »
s ol § e

pointy shoes
keep getting

5 =]
“«mg",v‘ > e stuck in

» “n al
";““\qm LT L

; e the stairs!
31— Ay
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Great job, Santat!
You can come
back down!

he still up
there?

SHUT YOUR
FACE, TIM!

| can't hold on
much longer! I'm
gonna fall! /( /

/
~ 2
ég That's called
gravity, son! )
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Excusez-nous s'il
vous plait. ¢a va aller,
Antoine, vas-y
lentement.

¥WHEEZEX

KWHEEZEX*
*¥WHEEZEX )

H¥WHEEZEX
*WHEEZEX*
XWHEEZEX*

R\
B\

Y
|f that guy can do
this, then | can, foo.

Dan’s right! You can't
A complain now, Amber.
|\ Ifthat guy cando it,
"\ then we cando it.
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This is ridiculous!
I'm going back down.

¥ almost there! We
Pald to do *h\s‘ y

B No, Amber! We're l'w
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Eight minutes |a+er

W/
/é: We fmaHy made 4
it! Thank god!
\
\ )
4. [

Mouth.
50 dry‘
’" /0

= \

r‘:."' (
| .a A P‘ LOE
/

You okay? You
need some water
or something?

-./
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HAHAHA! These
are so stiff!

La vieille a
forcé sur
I'amidon.

Lisa said Helga \{]
likes to use |t
_lots of starch.
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|s that

Rnight
Rider?In

Deine Kleidung
hangt drauBen

My clothes
are outside? :
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HAHA, I'l say. s kind
of funny, really.

Qu'est-ce que tu fais 7l n'en
voudras pas. |l pense probablement
quon est des sorciéres ou quelque
chose comme ca.

You want?

Uh, no.
Smoking
is bad.

Jjuste par
politesse.

TWO YEARS?! You've
been smoking since
you were eleven?!

So, how long have
you two smoked for?
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The next morning... | ‘é‘ Ik

There's the —a___ [ | I i |

group. This is ‘ . 000 | "
=\ the school. 7,r Hey, losers!\ [ [ = 5
I = Ovelr here!

I

7 o (]

You're late.

We got on
the wrong
bus.

My name is Reinhold,
Hello, everyone! and | will be your
Attention! teacher here at the

university for the week.

We will be spending the
week teaching you

German language and
culture while also

spending time touring

our lovely city

of Salzburg.
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Yeah, we were
gonna check out
the neighborhood.

AN {
Hey, are you ‘l
coming or what? 34

T

You go ahead.
 Vtiatili foct
N gonna hang
out here.
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Things | learned in Salzburg:
The music of Marlene Dietrich.

The waltz.

This was like being in school back home
= except all the kids were different.
Guten Tag! \

Mein Name

And seeing the world as a bigger place
made it feel much friendlier.

Dan@
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We are going 1o split you up into two
groups based on your assessment of
German. If you've spoken German before,
then you will go with Heinrich, and the
rest of you will come with me.

| guess I'm going

Aw man, we all
over there.

have to split up?

V=
Y

| guess you're
stuck with me.
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Greta and Monica were both 18 and

abroad and looking at universities
around Europe to attend.

Sofia and Lisa were both |13 and

came from Denmark studying came from Nice. They were studying
abroad for the summer.

When you live in a town long enough,
everyone knows your story. Bac
home, my story was less than fun.

[t felt nice to start from a clean slate.

|— These girls weren't like the
kids | knew from my town.

They were cool, but it was a
different kind of cool.

They were a European kind of cool.

And they were
going to be
my “family” for
the next week.

(HE SMITs

il =
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You CAN

GOCOONO00
DOOOO,E Q0
lO'l

T
BE SER\OUS'

ﬂ.

\ John McEnroe.

Er benimmt sich wie
ein verzogenes Kind.

I can tell
you're not a
huge fan of

| can't remember

confident in
myself. The last
two years of
school have been
so difficult for
me that ['ve just
stopped talking
to most other
kids. I'm just
afraid Il get
bullied.

asking me if
THE SMIT I like him? Yeah,
| guess so.

[ If | can be completely
honest, there are
times | wish | could
be that confident in

myself, like McEnroe.

" I've never even fold my parents )
any of this. It feels good fo get
it off my chest.
/ [ Estut mirleid, dass
ich nicht verstehe
was du sagst.
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age of 30, is one of the
oldest competitors in €
this year’s fournament.

| don't

understand, but
| like tennis. { Ich hab nicht oft

Géste, die gern Tennis
schauen.

W
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I'm Dan. Let me just
grab my clothes out
of here real quickly.

My name is Greta.
Take your time.
There is no rush.

Okay, that should
be everything.

My underwear...
of course...
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A half hour later...

SORRY! | didn't
know there were
other girlsin | -
the house!

My apologies!
| was just waiting to
use the restroom!

183
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And, |adies, this is Braden, Dan,
and Darryl. They're studying
abroad from America.

Is this your first
time in Europe?

I've been to lots of
other places but
never Europe.

I've been to Europe
one other time with
my family, but | was
really young.

This is the first time |'ve been
outside of America. | hardly

ever leave my little town.

Yes! Start eating!
Lunch is served!
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Another half hour later... Mai ayesi
Les résultats des Les temps changent !
élections législatives en
Pologne mont mis de
bonne humeur !

7 Sty

»
LT )

Thanks for felling
everyone.

Jetzt riechst du She says you don't
schon viel besser. smell anymore

Everyone, 7 And this is
please have a } \Greta and Monica!
seat! Boys, to

my left are
Sofia and Lisa!
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She wants

L us to follow

her down

, the street.
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Ich bin Helga
Hofer und ihr
kommt mit mir.

Du riechst
furchtbar!

| kinda got
that after she
smelled me.

Helga says we're taking
the metro bus.

79
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HA! Sorry, | didn't
mean to scare
you. I'm Helga’s
niece! My name is
Annette. I'll be
helping her
around the house
during your stay.

Servus!j \
774

Sorry, we didn't mean to be
rude. We just didnt expect
anyone else o be in the house.

Lass deine Kleidung hier.
Ich muss den ganzen Beutel
reinigen. Du kannst deine
Kleidung spater bekommen.

She wants you to leave
your bag. She’s going to
clean all your clothes.

Come. 'l show you
to your rooms.
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[ Die Stiege ¥
hinauf.

wir. Das ist
euer Zuhause
4 fur die nichste

18
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You girls have fun. Well
. be in fown doing our
B\ own thing, but we'll see

)\ You in a week, okay?

Grug Gott, Amy
und Kelly! Ich bin
Laura und das ist

meine Familie!

p
2a5

Q)






images/00180.jpeg
Later that morning...

When | read your
name, you're going to
come up and meet your
home-stay parent
for the week.

—'-{
| “M \“51\
l

el

1wl

First up, Joy,
Shelley, and
Amber.

(I don't get it.
What are we
doing this for?

For the authentic
experience of living
in a foreign country.
Didn't you read the
brochure?

See you around!
Try not fo get into
too much trouble!






images/00176.jpeg
This ugly perm!
My hair is naturally
straight and | got it
done before this trip

and | hate it!

V | can totally relate!
My mom used to cut my
hair because she refused
to pay for a proper
barber and | had this
awful bowl cut!

Hello! My name

is Dan, and my

mother secretly
hates me. )

For what it's worth,
| think your hair
looks nice curly.

Smart.

\

And didn't care that |
, smelled like puke.
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I don't know
what to say.
You go first.

[l write to
you, too. |
promise at
least once a
month.

Il write you
the second |
get back.

more than once a
month. Promise me
youll write more

than that.

'I\ | hope you ere\\

| wish we
lived closer.

It's gonna
feel weird after

You'll be fine.
Just don't
ever change.
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images/00175.jpeg
I's my turn fo feel fotally
awkward around you now.

| figured | owed
you a new can.

Strawberry
Fanta,

So tell me, what
does a girl like
you have fo be

[ You don't have to be
_ ~ here. The puke smell
| could make you sick.

] | don't smell
anything,
really.

172
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Now boarding TWA Flight < g
7 333 to New York at Gate U.






images/00178.jpeg
<Should | move?>

<WHAT?! NO!>
b <SHES NOT REALLY SLEEPING.>

<OH LORD,
HOW HOPELESS
ARE YOU?>

<[TS ONE OF
THE QLDEST
TRICKS IN THE
BOOK!>

<IF YOU I‘%OVE,
<YES. DO THAT.> 1L KILL YOU.>

75
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Where am I going? I don’t quite know.
Down to the stream where the king-cups grow—

Up on the hill where the pine-trees blow—
Anywhere, anywhere. I don’t know.

INTER

Where am I going? The clouds sail by,
Little ones, baby ones, over the sky.

Where am I going? The shadows pass,
Little ones, baby ones, over the grass.
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1
] Should | adjust myself so

WAIT. she's more comfortable?
AUNEIRIENEIE | Should | move and let her sleep
Is my shoulder on the whole back seat?
soft enough? S =

<Read the looks  <What are you doing?!>
in our eyes.>

a\
Z SWT

1

4
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Dan. 's time

Thanks for helping ‘ :
me get unstuck...

Barf. Look at
how he kisses.
I'm happy for
him, though.
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v ( *ahem*)
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images/00293.jpeg
That was amazing!
| cant believe we just
withessed all that!

|s that Princess
Diana? Try to
shap a picture!

What did you think?
Did you have fun?!

290






images/00171.jpeg
You call that a
dragon? That sucks. It's
all skinny and weird.

®

ew a better one on
folder today. See?
o V] \

S
d
i

Id
my

[t WAS really good. Toghad
And he made me feel UHS US'V"-
awful about myself. p-

Even when | try
to be invisible, tfrouble
always finds me.
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images/00292.jpeg





images/00174.jpeg
Wait. Let me start over.
Sorry, it's not you. ¥sigh¥
[t's just this thing... (

Sure, doesn't everyone?

" No, | fotally
getit. | have
{insecurities, too.}

Oh, what the heck,
[l show you—no.
No, not that one.
No...no...

Thanks. | feel
totally awkward
showing you this
right now,
by the way.
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LONDON HEATHROW AIRPORT
- (he#;a-cw‘ that you guys
m shuck into Wimbledon
gl believe it ever |\ 314 actyally watched a
match is EPIC!

/\
{ §-r

That blows
away any story
about anything
that happens
back home!

-, <JBIB

— =1
=
)Ju

Dan, | don't even know who
you are anymore! You did wild
things and also met a girl. This is
the type of summer people only

dream of having, and you lived it!

‘// \

[ think it's cute you +wo\
ended up meeting each
other. | think we all
agreed you were gonna
screw it up because you
had absolutely no clue
what you were doing.

lucky we
were
around.

I think you owe us
homework for the
next four years.
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Do you think | could buy
that drawing from you? lt's
my dad’s birthday, and he
loves dragon stuff.

Joy. You don't
have fo pay
me for it.

I'm serious.
| really think
it's good.

>Iwarﬁ to. Dont

listen to Jason.
He's worthless.

Then, someday
when you're big
and famous, |
can sell it for a
million dollars.
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It isn't helping that H's‘j y Dude, | need to open up
so hot, too. 1t makes | a window. It still smells
Dan smell even worse! J like puke back here.

What do you want me to
do about it?! Puke got all
over my clothes and shoes,
and now my whole bag
smells like puke, too!

Dangle the shoes
out the window or
something!

| don't show anyone, though.

Leave it 1o kids at school






images/00291.jpeg





images/00290.jpeg
Are we in the right row?
I dont remember sitting
next to these two.

| overheard the couple

say they had a dinner party to Thasa Kids srob .
s probably waited
attend and didn't expect 2 all day in line and got their

three-hour rain delay. tickets from the queue.

I suppose
you're right.

Lucky kids!
AT ENEy
4 / Al |%
ST T, % i

Oh my gosh,
| can't believe it!
['s him!
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images/00165.jpeg
There’s been this guy who looks
exactly like me who's been following
me around constantly for the last
13 years and doing embarrassing
things to make me look pathetic!

> q

HOFBK

.:Sorry
about +ha’r...
T

No need to apologize. Oh my gosh, the smell
[ thought it was funny. here is awful. It's making
me feel a little barfy.

I'm glad you
thought it was NG/
funny. lwas | =2 /W
mortified.

162





images/00286.jpeg
IHE LAWN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS WIMBLEDON 1989

ORDER OF PLAY FRIDAY T¢h JULY
CENTRE COURT .
No.l COURT 3 .
No.Z COURT Since there's
No.3 COURT ¢
Noih  COURT 77" a rain delay,
No.5 C
No.6
No.7

Well, we made |
it this far. It's : Just keep
’ worth a shot. | alkmg.
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[t's been terrific, N
except for this one

night in Switzerland.

This guy ended up
kissing me on the ear.

Oh wow, he
sounds like a
dork.

Is he Maybe. | think
- bothering hZ‘s here. |
Oh, he you? Do | think he's been
totally need to call following me
was. \ the cops? around the
country.

Wait. Is he my
height? Asian guy?
Likes to drink Fanta? £

GASP! How did
you know?
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The All England Lawn and Tennis Club

Wimbledon

All right, folks, we'l
be letting people
onto the grounds
in about 15 minutes!
Please have your
three pounds ready
for the attendant!
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images/00166.jpeg
Do you want some soda?
\ Maybe the bubbles will
\N 7 calm your stomach.

Strawberry
Fanta. | heard
yOUu say you

wanted to
try all the
\_ flavors.

[ Yeah, | haven't fried this
one yet, but please, be
my guest.
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He thought | was
his daughter and
was trying to make
me go with him.

Vi

a
\

4
) 4 QB e

I8l [ HAHA, yeah! | was
il &= [ tryingto fell him he was

wrong, but my German
I% \  isnt that great.
o 1 ey =

| had no idea! | thought |
he was trying to kidnap J;
you or something.

o | [ra

Well, thank you. We're fine
now. We just had to come
outside because it smelled
awful in that place.

{ ( X )‘
made me
want to m“’\ I
hurl. AV Al &

1451~

158

Well, it smells like puke out
here, too. Watch it, there’s
here.

S
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Well, this place is called )
Wimbledon. The tennis
tournament shouldn’t
be very far. Let's just
walk around, and

maybe we'l find it.
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What?! What are
you staring at?
What are you
B\ doing!?

What was that | i Why is someone ||
all about?! Who S using a laser |}
was that?! ; |t pointer?
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This isn't what
| expected
Wimbledon to
look like.

| have no idea. This

Jjust looks like a small
town. Maybe this
was a bad idea?
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11

Canyou
believe this
place?

=\

Totally. Can you
imagine being the guy
who has to mop this
all up every night?

Alaugh.
That's a good start.

Please don't judge me. |
needed the money. How
did YOU pay for this trip?
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| don't even
know how far a T 3
kilometer is. - 7 1__,1 r

CHURCH RD
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should get out

of the street? |} ; : Yeah, that
[t's getting a 2 [ probably a

|ittle crowded. good idea.

Soooooo... Il be right
back. I'm gonna go find
some water...or something-
-5 = ~ |/
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= Excuse me, sir.
We're looking
for Wimbledon.

Oh, the tennis club! 's a
kilometer down the road. Make H

a right on Church Road and
then follow the golf course!
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SALZBURG

( 13 DAYS LEFT IN THE TRIP)
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Your face...
the smell...

Do we need to
go back inside?
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This is pretty
cool, but should we
even be here?

(] 3

Probably not,
but let's just
sit and enjoy F
the moment

They're removing
P | the rain farp!
A | think that means
they're gonna
play!

Wait. Let’s stick
around. Maybe
we can see the
players come
out to warm up.

Well, | guess

{ it's time to go.
L‘&
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[t's a
surprise!

7 A N
_/L//_i Wil '““Im W N \
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.live a little? We can't.

Are you Neither of us
gonna drink? are I yet.
N\

il Yeah... Let's live a little.
\
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...How lucky am | to have something
that makes saying goodbye so hard...
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Mom and Dad would

have never done this on| [ We would have taken some photos and left.
one of our vacations.

Maybe |'ve been Maybe this is why | never Maybe | just didn't
vacationing wrong? went fo any parties? have an open mind?

There’s a whole world
outside of my small town,
and I'm lucky to see it!
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Glucksbringer.)

[t means
"

good-luck charm”
in German.

And even though this is
our last day together,
| feel lucky to have

known you even for
Jjust three short weeks.

I'm sad that we couldn’t
spend more time together.
| wish things were different.

n





images/00156.jpeg
AT HIM GO!

EVERYBODY'S WATCHING. Okay, settle
DON'T EMBARRASS YOURSELF! || down. Get 2
WOW! LOOK grip on

yourself.

your glass down and

/:\ )

You're gonna place
say it was good.
Simple as that.

One... Two...
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TRAFALGAR SQUARE

Are you
done yet? /

No, not yet. Sorry, I'm
trying to concentrate,
and this souvenir pen
totally sucks.

2 LI | didn't mean for Y
this to be a big ||
thing, |just want |5
this to be done
right. | want itfo
be special.

1 =
3
—

You know what | like

about you? You're honest.
1 Most kids are always
+rying to be cool.

to tell me that
=\ I'm not cool?

[t totally was, and | didn't

| used to hana like that about myself.

out with certain
kids because

being around = Yc;Lejesr::H
them made me [l ¥
seem cooler to comoe o

others and not
because |
actually liked
them.
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That thing is the
\ size of my head.
9
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| knew you'd
come around
eventually.

Let's hang out
together this afternoon.
Just you and me.

But we're not
doing anything
illegal like
stealing bikes!

We need 1o
get going,
kids! Still lots
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HOFBRAUHAUS, MUNICH

/Wi

There's enough beer ¥

in this place to fill &

ten swimming pools!
=

/" And those of you

Welcome to the most famous
beer house in the world! Beer
is a very big part of their
culture here. In America, you
have to be 2l to drink, but here
in Deutschland, the drinking age
_is 4 with adult supervision,

who are old enough got

permission slips signed
by your parents to

participate!
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He actually hated the fact'\
that he was best known for
it. He wanted to be taken
more seriously as an adult
| writer. “Spring Morning” was

t his adult ks.
on‘e obhlsa ult works 4

o The poem is about

the unexpectedness
of the world and
facing it unafraid.

you felling me
all this?

Because | want you to
be at peace with yourself.
Before high school starts,
| want you to forget
everything that happened
in junior high. Start
fresh and don't be afraid
of the unexpected.

~f You know what
the best part

You only
have to do it
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you said fo me in Vienna
and how that speech in
front of all the kids
A really affected you.

o -
| thought about what i

/ He's one of my
favorite writers.
He wrote

\‘Spring Morning.

| never would have
guessed a famous
author lived down
some random street
so close o our
hotel in Chelsea.

want to
hear one of
my favorite
{ \lines of his?/j

“How lucky am | o
have something
that makes saying
goodbye so hard..."

N

That's
beautiful.

It's from Winnie-
the-Pooh.

261
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Okay. everyone, this is a
strawberry stout, so you will
taste a hint of strawberry in the
finish. German beer is very smooth,
but it can also be very heavy.
so if this is your first time,
| suggest you drink slowly.

Girls, Id like
to propose
a toast!
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N s g \‘
2 ?» \ )
Sorry, this
table’s all full.
You'll have to sit
7 O\
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Now here we are at a
spot in Hyde Park known as
the Speakers Corner.

This is where the ferm “standing
on your soapbox” originated.

This is a place where anyone can
speak +he|r minds freely.

Y The only rules are
I. You can't speak
negatively about

E the royal family.

2. You must be at
least six inches off
the grounds of the
Queen'’s property.

No one has anything to say?
Then let's continue on!
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like i?

So now what do
you want to do?

city is huge! Where
would you take me
on our first and

[T L
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Yeah. I'm
done. That
was disgusting.

| know you're
not Ihyet, but Il
let this one slide.

Why don't you go find
some water to rinse your
mouth out and get rid
of the taste.
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What 'm trying fo say
is that | like hanging
out with you because
you make me feel
comfortable just
being myself, and I'm
guessing you feel
the same way.

You're right. | didnt }
even think about it. / ¢

| guess it
does. | don't
even letmy |
mom watch me {&
draw.

| guess that
means you
trust me.

Well, hurry up,
slowpoke. There's other
stuff we need to do!

| think
I'm done!

715
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Das ist meine
Tochter!

Du musst nach Hause! Wir missen | don't know
Wir mussen jetzt gehen! Jjetzt nach what you want!

D-don't come
any c-closer... 22
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a first time for everything
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for the person you have yet to discover inside you
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Hey, Dan, me and the
guys heard the new
girl talkin’ about you.

We're pretty sure she
likes you. Maybe you
should ask her out?

Yeah, man, | heard her talking to the
girls at lunch about how nice you
were. Do you think she’s pretty?

/" Yeah, she’s really
pretty, and we've been
friends for a while...
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What's the big Quit stalling.
deal? Just go up f I'm telling her you
and talk to her. @ like her.

| wouldn’t know
what to say.

Please don'! | just want he wouldn't
1o be left alone. i like you anyway.

| 4

t happened in [
fifth grade.

(You're hopeless.L I've only told one girl
in my entire life how

| felt about her.

=
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I'm sorry, man.
| thought for
sure she was
gonna say yes.
| wouldn't have
made you say
anything...
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Braden and Darryl
sat at a different part
of the bus because
| was bringing the
mood down.

| can’t blame them.

Everyone was savoring the |ast | "and here fvas sulking that the
few remaining days of the trip. best part of my trip was ruined.

T / e [0 Tl

Y

& —(h
il e }ﬁ
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Hey, dude,

P

what's up?

Hey, Amber, you
got a sec?

S0 we've been
friends for a while
now and | always
thought you were
really pretty and
we get along really
well and we always
have fun hanging
out and stuff and,

well, | was just
wondering...

<

to go out
with me
sometime?

If youd like

Whoa. Wait.

Did you just
say nov!

It
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LONDON

(2 DAYS LEFT IN THE TRIP)
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| keep messing
up because we
were both taught
to follow.

Well, that’s
pretty romantic!

I'm sorry!
| keep
screwing up!

Wow, looks like we \
get a free concert
inthe park!

Well, look who it is!
Wanna cut in?

answer is |
“Yes, thanks, |'§

It was boring in the hotel room,
and | felt like | was missing out.
| came out tonight because

| wanted to see you guys.

/' Hi. Are you
{ feeling better?
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Stop! Don't point! | don't
want her fo know we're
falking about her!

[t's the curly
haired blonde
right there!

EAR GIRL?! The girl you
kissed on the ear?!

What are you
guys talking
about?

Luckily
we're here to
help because
you're kind of
hopeless.

SHHH! Stop
calling her
ear girl!
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| was at the front
of the bus, and that

—| blond-haired girl was
talking about you.

you kissed
on the
ear. Amy?

QOoooh, what's
the gossip?

| don't know. | just got
bits and pieces. You
should go talk fo her.

Sounds like a girl i
kes yoooou. whwh a
is she?
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But just fell | mean, | really like
me why you said you and | thought
what you did. you liked me.

As friends,

| do like you. | like \
you a lot. Amber told
me it was stupid to
feel this way because
you probably didnt
| Tfeel this way. | mean,
this is all just for
three weeks, right?

The honest '\
truth is that | |
said what | did

because I'm

not worried

about you
getting hurt.

" After this tripis
over, I'm gonna miss
you so much.

I'm worried
about me.
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I'm here if you
need anything, I
okay? Joy and | will 1
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE
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Why would this be any different?

P N
| know you're nervous, but
you're a really good guy. |
still remember that time you
lent me your sweatshirt...

4 Don't listen to Amber.
Forget about what happened
yesterday with the fondue.

| know you can do this.

143

...| loved that
sweatshirt...

Thanks, but |
wouldn't even know
where to start.

You're a funny
guy. | know
you can make
her laugh.
Start there.
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AL N = EARL'S COURT
LN et [ e
\"| I ‘i@l\ "r
~ e =

LT

| 2 ,
What do ya\
want to do

today?

. " its the last M fime flew by

Fl J I can't believe W’ Yeah, the
(I '
|If \

\ day already. (\( so fast.
e | =

| was wondering if you would ﬂ promise it's
come walk with me. | want to something you'll

show you something not far. want to see.

266





images/00132.jpeg





images/00253.jpeg





images/00131.jpeg
128





images/00252.jpeg
f

SELLIWY

7‘

She's feeling sick. She Y
says she has a sore
throat, and so she’s

staying here at the
hotel with her mom.

f on the bus. She
understands
how you feel. /

But you can't always )
worry about getting hurt
or else you won't end up
doing anything, right?

Anyway, Il see
you on the bus.
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So many cute
guys here in
Switzerland.

/” Girls, we're N\
leaving in about
ten minutes. Make
sure you have all

your stuff. B Y, N
: f i\)
S

How are you,
Mr. Santat?

Definitely \
cute.
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And that creepy Terminator-
looking guy with the
sunglasses is operating it

\ with the control stick.

£

Come on, dude.

Cheer up already.

You've been a
bummer all day.

Yeah, you're kind
of ruining it for
the rest of us.

9\

'~
49 =

L
Tl

Yeah, just let it go.
No one wants to deal
with your girlfriend
problems.

HEY! WHAT IS
YOUR PROBLEM?!

a prob\em You
have a Problem

Yeah, my problem is that | had the
nerve to tell you | liked you four years
ago and you've been giving me a hard time
about it ever since! And when | finally find
A\ someone who likes me, you keep telling me
fha+ I'm gonna screw everyihmg up!
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MUNICH

( 17 DAYS LEFT IN THE TRIP )
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PRATER AMUSEMENT PARK

= y gosh, that
2k ide Iooﬁ:}lik:ﬁ S0 g
; much fun!

That looks
a little scary,
but Il do it!

¥ Those people on the ride N
are bouncing all over the
place. There's no seat belts!

looking for
adeath
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VIENNA

(4 DAYS LEFT IN THE TRIP)
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[t was a four-hour ride to Munich.
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OKAY!

Q4

You must
ENUNCIATE!

Yes! Just like
I've always
taught you,

Sounds like the bus is
ready for us. Come on.






images/00257.jpeg
know the answer, but
how are you doing?

I've been better. I'm just \;
sad that there's only four
days left in the trip.

So that's a good thing! A few
weeks ago, it sounded like you
didnt even want to come.

=gl

The trip's been amazing. |
I've met so many cool
people, and it makes me

sad to say goodbye.

[

True, but arent you
also looking forward to
seeing your friends and
A family back at home?
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This is the

greenest green
| think I've ever
seen.

i [*'s so beautiful
here. Nothing
compares to this
back at home.

Just good? |
promised your
mom that | would
check in on you
from time to time
to see how you
were doing.

Well, I'm glad
you came. You
were always
such an easy
student. Never
broke the
rules. Always
aimed to
please.

But try to have a

)
little fun, okay? Live f
a little. Not many kids
get an opportunity

like this, and you
never know if you'll
ever come back here.

Try to make it the
best trip of your life!
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] poti
7.",}" see you sitting here

B\ alone. Careto join
H  me on the world’s
A\ largest Ferris wheel?
i My treat. A
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; Never! I'm
[ dead-bolting our
A door next time!

gonna speak to me

again or just try to
ignore me for the

rest of the trip?

HOGGIN' THE
AISLE! | WANT
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Later that evening... WIENER STADTPARK, VIENNA

The grass
feels so
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[ just \
wanted to
apologize
about last
night. | felt
bad about
waking you

No problem. It
was just me. The
other guys slept
like rocks. We
were exhausted
from walking all
over the place.

4 | sleepwalk

embarrassing
todoitina

sometimes, but it's

I'm just glad |
knocked on
someone’s
door that |
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I'm kind of dreading
it, actually. I'm not
looking forward to
high school at all.

Do you remember that time you )
made me do a speech in front
of the entire school and | bombed
in front of everyone? I'm not
blaming you, but that moment
practically ruined my whole life.

*sigh | remember. |
wouldnt say you bombed, but
the kids were pretty rough.

The most important
factor is how you
deal with all those

life experiences.

person’s character.

That's what defines a

P it can say is
that when you get
to be my age you
realize life is full of
pain and joy and in f§
the end all those
moments shape you
into who you are,
for better or
for worse.

|

Now, let's not dwell on the
future or the past. Let's just
enjoy this amazing view.
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Oh. Uh, do you Oh... Gotcha... |
need anything?

Are you okay?

Let's just
keep this
between

I'm not dying,
oh my god.
| just needed
to borrow your
sweatshirt because
I'm wearing a
white dress...

'm
the worst.

talking about?

Don't worry.
This'll only

take a sec.

| don't even
know if | can
still do it.
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| still can't believe Kelly
old you about my birthday
party at McDonald’s.

You made a good
impression on her
when you helped her

So before | forget,
| got you something.| | \
\ Close your eyes and
no peeking!

Okay. You >
can open
your eyes.

Z

7~i
| know it's not much. It
was the only thing the

store had with your
name on it.

Wait. Did you
buy this in Paris?
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L
See ya later.
Thanks.

No. Not
that type of
accident...
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There was a daily routine.
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|
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I
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DSEE CATHEDRAL

It felt familiar as...

Wi HA
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Why? Is it gross?
It's just a natural
womanly thing.

[*'s not
gross...

There's a memory to
that sweatshirt now.
You can wash it or
even bleach it, but
we'll remember this
moment every time
you see me in it. It
would make both of
us feel weird, right?

inds out what
happened,
she’s gonna
blab her
mouth and
tell everyone
about it.

/ If Allison )
& 1

120
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HAHA! What's
going on?!

| have no idea! | can't
understand anything
o they're saying!

A\

l . ; : L |
(" EMBRASSE-LA
=\ MAINTENANT !
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QJhai are you

| peed myself a little.
Wow. That was hard. |

had to really think
about it.

No, but | made
you laugh, right?

Shut up!
You're so

Then | guess
we both feel
silly now!

worry
about it.

I'll get this
sweatshirt
back to you
as soon as |

119
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/( That was the day we met.
When did you get this?

/ Maybe right
after | found
out your name.

Do you \

like it?

Iove it!
I'm sorry |
didn't get you
anything.

have to get
\ me anything.

| just wanted
to getyou
something to
remember me
by after the
trip ends.

After the trip
ends...

C'EST LE MEC DONT ON VOUS UN HOURRA POUR NOS
D I\ PARLAIT, QUI A VOLE LE VELO, NOUVEAUX AMIS !

1 ET ELLE C'EST SA NANA.

=
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[t was the first fime on THE EAGLES NEST| WEESZENARCEIS
this whole trip we ‘ same bus, we sat in the
weren't rushing around Al N same class and started
to see everything. W Il our day with a lesson.

\.“él

/
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.ma
(1]

New experiences. Same small town.
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Did | wake up all Let's get
these people? I'm you back
so embarrassed. to your
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Kelly! Wake up!
| think you're
sleepwalking!
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..Why are you
suddenly thinking |, .-
about this..?

..l think we
should just
be friends.

...l just don't
want anyone
getting hurt...
| don't want to

You think she really

cares for you after i Trust me.
only two weeks? You did the
right thing.
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It's been a @
time since I've
seen you! Since

elementary
school, | think?

il

\
L]

Something
like that.

Why do you need
a ride today? Did
something ha—

| failed my '
English test.
< S ) -A

’h /
=)

YOU SPEND
T00 MUCH
TIME PLAYING
> VIDEO GAMES —

LAH
b LAH

BLay ®
; AH g aH
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...Im really gon
miss you all.

Thank you for
everything...

VROOOM!  Thm

X — =
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Hey, Mom, Shelley
needs a ride home.
Is that okay?
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Two d later...
WO days later. Ich werd’ das Tennis

schauen mit dir vermissen.

Schon,
dass du bei
uns warst.

And don't worry about
high school. You are
going fo be fine.

Dan, my boy.

Thanks f
We'll miss you! il

everything.

You are a
good soul.

Bon, tu n'as foujours
pas embrassé Amy,mais
Jjlespére pour toi que
ca arrivera un jour.

Take care! We're
going fo miss you.

What did

HA! Don't
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{ Whatarewe &
doing? H
5 . |

}; e

h Isevery+hin9 ,,,1‘
okay?

= % | mean after his?
A What happens to us?
)\ I

| don't know...
| haven't thought
about it.

| mean, we're
gonna go back
home and go

our separate

ways, right?
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/‘ﬁ
There goes Amber £
breaking hearts. T\CT’. £ :2; o ¥

¢ O [N

/2 Oh man,

3 \ ) i1 thatdudeis
//ﬁ\ taking this
7N A hard.

\ O s

Well, what did he
expect? We were only
in town for a week.

He couldn't
possibly think
this would turn
| into something L

bigger. That's
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You'll need to
wipe that cheese off
your mouth first.

—

*SMOOCH*
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Lasst ihn nicht
entkommen!

I've got to pedal faster!
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Thirty minutes
later...

[¥'s ZA.M.! We were

I about fo call the tour
group to tell them
you were missing.

How did you
(i get back? The b
metro closed
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Oh my god, he's
so bad at this.

| knew he'd
blow it.

( Did you just
kiss her on
the ear?
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| remember now! | live on the west side of the castle!

Salzburg.
1:30 A.M.
| am 13.

T
.L% o
0 4
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T

el ==

Yeah, ge+
in here.

Is it okay
for me to
do this?

’ I ol =t
i / I
‘ Q | need to <
borrow your
sweatshirt. ¢ A4
2z i Zz -
= 15 :‘Q——_ ﬂ —
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Guten Tag, everyone!

We will be taking you on a

tour of the surrounding
area this weekend...

...s0 if you take
your seats, we will be
on our way!

I'm gonna make
you sing Sound of
Music songs with
me all day.

Doe-a-deer-a-

\ fe-male-deer...

‘ ¥sigh*...Ray-

a-drop-of-golden-
suuun...

Okay, everyone!
We're on our way!
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It looks fun. |

think you should

consider going on
the trip. Go see

the world while
you're young. ? I

PR
e

have the rest of my

life to go see the
world.

You're our only son, and your only
view of the whole world is of this
town. That's not how | want fo send

Dad and | wanted to travel more, but ) (/?’ This is an opportunity
we cant now because of my illness. A /

to go see how amazing
the world can be.

Okay,

Il think

e | about it. 4
Z, c_/

-
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W [t doesn't

matter. Just
please, can |
borrow your

What? Why?
h \_ What for?

sweatshirt?

Now, get out of
here! This is the
girls' bathroom!
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Das ist mein
Freund. lch
werde ihn
rausholen.

Yeah, but that's
not the point.
We're leaving.
Everyone is
getting on the
bus. Come on.

‘ No. | just Y
| { wantto die.

ou speak
German?!

-
Relax. It's not

[t wasn't that \‘H”lan bad!

bad. In fact,
Hank got his
trivia wrong.

But it's
still bad.

Okay. It was bad.

What?! So | o o
embarrassed " f
myself for =

nothing?!

AN

\

Chasch dim This old
Friind bitte sage, guy says he
er soll e chli needs to use
vorwirts mache, the toilet. He

ich warte da says he's
beschtimmt scho been waiting
10 Minute! along time.

]
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Ten fais pas. Elle est
amoureuse de toi, c'est clair.

?
Lisa said Amy \ Coffed @
clearly likes you

N

This was still a big
moment for our boy!
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Twenty minutes later

You're a loser,
Dan. Why did you kiss
her ear? | mean,

who does that?

=
N
N
77

"

7" There’s still 19 days
left on this trip, and
everyone is going to

remember how you
embarrassed yourself!

N —
Entschuldigung,
bruuched sie no lang?

Occupied! I'm
sorry, you
have to find

another toilet!
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Then | got
chased by
these punk

7
On s'en fout de tout s N@iss
ca ! Tu l'as embrassée ?

9 WY Yes! Tell us!
,,Q“\Q # @Y Didyou
) kiss her?
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What was that al

FEE
| L] about? Who are

Thank you for helping
like this. You know how
much | appreciate it.

]

]

@
those kids?

Well, you're gonna
go off to high school
next year and then in
four years you'll go
1o college and Il

have to do this all by
myself. lt's not easy
doing this stuff being
sick. I'm always tired.
| hate it. Sometimes |
feel like | keep you
from doing things
with your friends.

years away,
Mom. We

have plenty

of time.

...| saw a brochure for

a European tour in your

backpack. Is that something

ou're interested in?
— I

A Mrs. Bjork gave
that brochure to
1 everyone in the

1 class. She leads a
tour group ever

o+hergyeaf. Don>+/
worry about it.
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Let's get
this over
with.
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A few minutes later...
Welcome back,
Mr. Santat.

Thanks,
Mrs. Bjork. v

1o

| apologize, but |
made a mistake
about the fondue
tradition. If you
are a man, then you
buy everyone a
bottle of wine. If
you are a woman,
then you have to
kiss every man at
the table.
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that bottle of
olive oil for me on
the top shelf?

You mean this
one? f's so easy,
| you know, because
I'm so tall and
you're so short.

Hey, watch it!

your mom. | can get
tough if | have to.

@70\ on, | don't
: » HUAknow, Mom...
o)-
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]\3 G “47:J

All these karate lessons made
me a lethal killing machine.
My arms just

I'm still

Stop punching the
bread or they/ll
make us pay for it!

(1 caNT

STOP!
Kl-

Oh my god, is that the guy who
embarrassed himself in front of
the whole school?

YAIL
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Our place has PUNKS NOT DEAD
spray-painted on one of the walls.

Helga's niece is a
total punk rocker.
Piercings, black
lipstick, purple
hair, and she’s the
nicest human being
I've ever met.

Okay, well,
I'm gonna
go. We're o
already a
little late.

By the way, she loves
McDonald'’s. Trust me.
She had a birthday
party there once.
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De La Soul was playing
on the stereo when the

\_ cops got there.

Yeah, he's
right.

| never thought
you were the

type of guy who
would ever go
1o a party.

a8

What are you talking
about? | like to party.
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 Wait. You
were there?

‘ \/A bunch of kids hopped \
the backyard fence.

That's because | was in the back

of the house. We were heading

to the party, and then a bunch

of kids hopped the fence. There
were so many that the fence

broke, and a ton of kids just
came rolling down the hill.

They broke

the fence?! | still can't believe
ncef:

B you were at a party.
T ) 4B :

do we know
you're felling
the truth?
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I'm her best friend.
| know these things.
Good night!

Good night.
I hope
you don't
sleepwalk.

| had a lot
Same. Glad

we got o
hang out.

You're so

‘V

Well, I'll see
you tomorrow. ‘
5

e XCLICK*

@

10:50 P.M. in the evening
For the first time in years,

| feel...
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Don't worry. 7
We don't have [HE
_ to do this.
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| may have peed a little this time.
i “ 7
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{ My memory is a little
fuzzy, but there is a
tradition that if you
drop your bread into

the cheese pot—

" —+that person has D
to kiss the person

next to them.
\ .y :

You're not
kissing me.
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V There’s a reason why some people pee themselves when they're scared.‘

P,

Hal-lo! Ich rede
mit dir!
B
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..and the chill spreads
throughout your body, leaving
you frozen in place.
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If you want, you can
just give me a friendly
peck on the cheek and
we can move on.

Then | can go home
and brag to all my friends
that a boy kissed me
in Switzerland.

we don't have
to do that.

[t's no big deal.
Just a harmless
little peck on the
cheek. I'm sure

you've kissed plenty

of other girls.
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/ RULES ARE RULES,
SANTAT! YOU
CANT WIMP OUT!

YEAH! DONT

BE A BABY!

VO? course, no one N
has to follow the

rule. H's just an old

k#adiﬁon.
U 3

Yeah, to get the
full European
experience!

We're supposed fo be learning
about culture on this trip! Id think
you would want us to honor

| those traditions!

| think we
could all
learn a lot ||
from this
moment!

0 IT. o IT. D() |TI [)() |Tﬁ‘
| DO IT! DOIT!

P\ BANG! V1, BANGL L 1
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COME ON!
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OH NO OH NO OH NO OH NO OH NO OH NO

Why does everything go wrong for me?

| run into the night because
moving forward somehow
feels less lost.

DOES THIS WHOLE T0
CLOSEAT SEVEN 7 "

A\ )

ey
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SALZBURG, I P.M. N
VS

| am 13 years old.

\
2
: il

I'm lost in a foreign country.
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Fondue. Although the E —————
This is essentially
cheese and wine
melted together, and
you dip bread into
the pot with a stick...

food has its origins in

Switzerland, the name is

derived from the French —
meaning “to melt.”

7I never geh
to eat stuff

wrong? Not| cheese, but

hungry? / Dan seemsto || like this at
be really home. |
loving it. loooooove

cheese!
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Das Fahrrad
gehort dir nichf!

Mom was right. There are murderers and thieves everywhere.

Wait.

é’ I'm the thief!

\

The bike?! No no no,

you dont understand!

Was hast
du zu deiner
Verteidigung
zu sagen?





images/00104.jpeg
101





images/00225.jpeg
Two hours later.

None of these
bikes have any
locks on them...

In America, this entire bike rack would
be pillaged and nothing would be left.
Just this once.

I'm sorry to the owner
of this bicycl—

Should | take one?
I'm lost in a foreign
country. People would
understand, right?

| shouldn't steal.

But | have no idea
where | am.

What if | get mugged or
worse?

~ Killed!?
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8:00 P.M. SALZBURG
DISCO 7 DISCOTHEQUE

W Whoa. | wish
Darryl and
Braden came

to see this.

={ [tfeels like everyone is \=s
so grown up here. How
old do you have to be
L to get into the club? /

[t's fine! We will get
you in no problem.
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You know, | thought you were
a nice guy, but | really just feel
sorry for you! You're as pathetic
and immature as everyone

in that gym!

/ | wasn't trying to kiss you! \
| know there was a rumor
around school that | had a
crush on you, but | don't find
you attractive AT ALL!

\. | never liked you! y

| hate you and your
ugly face!

Nice one,
dork.
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Firsttime at a night club.

I've missed this | feel comfortable
feeling. / inmy own skin.
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here! idea you dancing!
Gae) were here! )3
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mais comme Dan a le
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/ HAHA! Hi! How do Amy ! Salut, moi cest
l-I{'””\IS' A{rpg/l! B you know my name? | Lisa!Tuvas probablement
MiS0ME. v, @& vite oublier mon nom,

: J

How.do you say ‘| owe™
you one” in French?
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“Viel Glock™?! What ’
does that mean? And what does
“Glocksbringer”
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N Yeah, we have |8
A acurfew.
i e

Oh, okay. Then I'll
L see you tomorrow,

Ce sera cool Yes! Cool like
comme James James Dean!
. Dean!
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(I"ly friends brought me here!

She met a guy

here in town

4

She's over
there.

{ And guess who
else is here?

[\ should go dance with
\ her!
R @ } f\/‘ =

/J Amy’s over there! You |

A
§ )
/8 0 &

sl (g8

\os '
¥\ A\
) /

What? No...
| couldn't... | don't
dance...
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IN THE CLUB

This is a party for grown-ups.

SUNDAY.. 5 00
Dpy - sUNDRAY.!

o} 3./

N
|

W
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Joy! Shelley!
I'm so glad
fo see you!
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only one not| ing! W will look silly /28

dancing on D il ‘w
b/ o e N @

And it felt amazing to not worry
about what people thought about me.
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Elle est g
mignonne ! |8

But I don't know And it's dark!
how to dance! No one will see!
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Dance with the ugly girl,
right?! Make her feel special
as a joke to all your friends?!
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Je tai prévenue [ Detends-toi.
qu'il allait piquer || On parle. Clest
une crise. tout.

You shouldn't start.

Yes. You're right.
[t's a bad habit.

Il demande
pourquoi on
fume.

My parerﬁs\
smoked as long
as | have been
alive. My older
sisters would take
their cigarettes
when they weren't
looking, and we
would smoke
together.
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test yesterday?
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I'm not very good at
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with a bunch of the
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Right! | remember you've
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Friday morning! Thanks

for your support!

= Anything fo help

with the cause.
| just wish |
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you guys.

My family and '
| are moving
to Florida at

year and...and

| just...
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Gava. ll me
plait bien.
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rencontré quelqu’un
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to imply that you
guys were bad.
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First time listening to French rap.

/Oh, il parle francais. Je\
Iaime de plus en plus.
N

Z/ WA HA HA

What is there to do in
Salzburg at night? It
seems like the whole

town goes to bed
around 7 P.M.
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D ‘

isco? You mean like
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John Travolta?

Oui ! Dancing!
Have you ever
danced with a gir[?!
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RECREATING OLD MEMORIES

While pretty much everything in this trip actually happened, some events and
names were modified. For instance, | really did sneak into Wimbledon
and watch the 1989 Men’s Semifinal, but it happened on the second day of
the trip rather than the last (and it was with Darryl).

But all the feelings | had about everyone were 100% true. As time passes,
memories slowly become fragments, and you try to piece together the
remaining portions that you have. What doesn't change or fade are

the emotions | felt. Three decades later, as | made this book, those feelings
feel as fresh as if | went on that trip yesterday. Thirteen-year-old Dan
is still well inside me.

During my research, | interviewed some of my friends from the trip. A few
remembered events differently, some had completely forgotten certain events
even happened at all, while others added a new, interesting perspective to
certain stories with unexpected details. The most helpful piece of research
was from Amy, who was kind enough 1o send me lots of photos and transcribe
all her journal entries from the whole trip—complete with dates, places we
visited, and hotels we stayed at. And yes, we both kept all our letters. There
were other amazing stories and other fantastic people | met on the trip, but
unfortunately, there are only so many pages in a book.

Day | of the rip!
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The dragon drawing | made for Joy. | had
forgotten | drew this, and she reminded
me while | was making this book.

| spent week

on Google Maps
searching for '/
this'park in
Vienna!
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First letter.
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Middle school was a tough period in my life. It fook time and life
experiences like this trip for me to get to know myself, eventually
feel more comfortable in my own skin, and not let other people
determine how | feel about myself.

We all have only one life to live, so why not live it o its fullest?

| encourage you all to try something new, whether it be grand

or small. Try a new food, learn a new skill, do something that
scares you. It's okay to be embarrassed. Be patient with yourself.
Go at your own pace, but most importantly, go find adventure.

[t may be good.

[t may be bad.

But in the end, you'll know yourself
better, and at the very least you'll
have a story to tell.
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AUTHOR'S NOTE

1989 was quite a year to remember in Europe. The Louvre
reopened, the Eiffel Tower was celebrating its 100th Anniversary,
and the Berlin Wall would fall later that year. For me, 1989 was the
year | learned to like myself, and this trip was one of the happiest
and most memorable events from my childhood.

It was also a much different time. There was a larger middle class,
flights were more affordable, and the internet wasn't around to give
us a peek at the world outside of our tiny little fowns and help us
connect with people. Generation X was a generation of kids who
ventured outdoors oftentimes with little to no adult supervision. It
was normal back then. There were no cell phones, or Uber, or GPS
maps, just a vast world to explore and endless amounts of time.

When [ 1alk about this trip with the folks who went with me, we all
are shocked by what we were allowed to get away with at that age,
and we agree that we would never let any of our own kids do those
same things. Even though these events really happened to me, |

do not think kids should drink alcohol, smoke cigarettes, or steal
bicycles. | included those scenes in the book because | understand
how curious kids can be at that age. We should all be open to new
experiences in our lives, but we can also learn from our mistakes.

When we got back, Joy, Shelley, Amber, and | continued to high
school, and things were much better for me. Despite that awful
experience of reciting the poem in front of the entire middle school,
it was quickly forgotten by most kids after a few years. We slowly
matured, and | settled in with a good group of friends with similar
interests. High school, much like the world, was big enough to
carve out my own niche. Amy and | continued to write |efters

to each other for six more years, but fell out of touch midway
through college. Luckily, we reconnected in 2007 through social
media (along with other kids from the trip), and we are all sfill
friends to this day.
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Don't worry.
You will. =]
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{ Amy sounds

made up. Do

you have any
pictures?

The Red Hot Chili N The Chili Peppers?| \
Peppers are coming to don't think any of our
town! They're playing parents would take us.

at the Ventura
Amphitheater!

It's only the next town over. Maybe
Ryan'’s brother could take us? He has
a car and no friends his own age.
I'm sure he has nothin’ going on!

Have you ever
even beento a
concert?
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The morning | returned from the trip, Boris Becker had won Wimbledon.
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Well, there’s a
first time for
everything,

| don't want to waste the next \ ',
four years of high school not | .
having done anything with our
lives! Let’s live a little!

Thisll be
awesome! You
guys won't
\_regret this!

o R

Keep it down.
People are
staring at us.
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If you were a bird, and lived on high,
You'd lean on the wind when the wind came by,

=

You’d say to the wind when it took you away:
“That’s where I wanted to go today!”

__——

.

o=

Where am I going? I don’t quite know.
What does it matter where people go?
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If you were a cloud, and sailed up there,

You’d sail on water as blue as air,

And you'd see me here in the fields and say:
“Doesn’t the sky look green today?” D

Where am I going? The high rooks call:
“It’s awful fun to be born at all.”

Where am I going? The ring-doves coo:
“We do have beautiful things to do.”
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Down to the wood where the blue-bells grow—

Anywhere, anywhere. I don’t know.

First broken heart.






