

		

			

			




				
		

		
			[image: Up in the Tree, by Margaret Atwood. Cover illustration: Two children and an owl sit in the branches of a tall apple tree. A ladder connects one of the lowest branches of the tree to the ground.]
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				I drew this book in the very early days of children’s book publishing in Canada. We could use only two colours, as three would have been too expensive to print; hence the blue, the red, and the odd brown that is a combination of the two. I hand-lettered the entire book for the same reason: to save on costs. I had a background in poster design and printing — in my university days in the late fifties I’d had a little serigraph poster business that I ran on the ping-pong table — so I knew how to do the lettering. The drawings were black and white pen-and-ink — I then indicated to the publisher which of the two colours should go where. The techniques were primitive — there were no computers then — and the results look a little primitive as well, but I remain very fond of this book, for sentimental reasons.

				— Margaret Atwood, 2005

			

		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: Two children and an owl sit in the branches of a tall apple tree. A ladder connects one of the lowest branches of the tree to the ground. Above, an almost perfectly round sun shines, as two birds circle overhead.]
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			[image: Illustration: Two children hold tight to the topmost branch of an apple tree. Birds circle as, overhead, a big round sun shines down.]
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			[image: Illustration: The two children and the owl relax up in the tree. Both of the children are wearing sunglasses and sipping drinks. The child on the right is leaning back on a pillow propped up against the tree trunk. Down near the ground, a lizard appears to be trying to climb up the tree.]
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			[image: Illustration: The two children and the owl relax up in the tree. Both of the children are wearing sunglasses and sipping drinks. The child on the right is leaning back on a pillow propped up against the tree trunk. Down near the ground, a lizard appears to be trying to climb up the tree.]
		

		
			[image: Illustration: The two children sitting up in the tree huddle under umbrellas as rain falls. Below them, near the ground, a snail and a frog nestle among the roots of the tree.]
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			[image: Illustration: The two children swing from one of the branches of the tree as birds flutter nearby. The leaves gowing on the tree are now mixed with little bunches of flowers.]
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			[image: Illustration: The two children swing from one of the branches of the tree as birds flutter nearby. The leaves gowing on the tree are now mixed with little bunches of flowers.]
		

		
			[image: Illustration: One of the children crawls on one of the upper branches of the tree. Below him, the other child and the owl appear to be dancing a little jig on one of the lower branches. Leaves shaken loose from the tree swirl around all three of them.]
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			[image: Illustration: A gale seems to be pushing the entire tree sideways as the two children cling to the tree's branches to avoid being carried off on the wind. The owl flies nearby, having been knocked from its perch.]
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			[image: Illustration: A gale seems to be pushing the entire tree sideways as the two children cling to the tree's branches to avoid being carried off on the wind. The owl flies nearby, having been knocked from its perch.]
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			[image: Illustration: From way up in the tree, the two children and the owl look groundward as two giant beavers carry off the ladder that previously connected one of the lower tree branches to the ground. One of the beavers has even taken a huge bite out of the ladder.]
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			[image: Illustration: From way up in the tree, the two children and the owl look groundward as two giant beavers carry off the ladder that previously connected one of the lower tree branches to the ground. One of the beavers has even taken a huge bite out of the ladder.]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: The two giant beavers waddling away. They almost look like they're holding their stomachs, as if having over eaten.]
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			[image: Illustration: Meanwhile, up in the tree, the two children and the owl look on. On the ground near the base of the tree are the remains of the ladder, now gnawed to pieces.]
		

	

		

			

			




				
		

		
			[image: Illustration: On a middle branch, one of the children sits, holding his head, with his elbows resting on his knees. He looks bored. The other child turns the handle of an ourdoor-style faucet attached to one of the branches and watches in dismay as nothing flows out. Nearby, the owl sits watching.]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: The round sun, now partially hidden behind clouds.]
		

		
		
		
		[image: Oh]

		[image: no!]

		[image: Oh]

		[image: no!]

		[image: There’s]

		[image: nowhere]

		[image: to]

		[image: go!]

		[image: There’s]

		[image: no]

		[image: one]

		[image: to]

		[image: talk]

		[image: to]

		[image: And]

		[image: nothing]

		[image: to]

		[image: see,]

		[image: And]

		[image: there’s]

		[image: no]

		[image: more]

		[image: hot]

		[image: water]

		[image: Up]

		[image: here]

		[image: in]

		[image: our]

		[image: tree!]

		
		
		
		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: The setting sun as it slips below the hilly horizon.]
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			[image: Illustration: Up in the tree, one of the children tips the last drop of tea out of a teapot, while the other child frowns at a bowl filled with leaves and a single apple. The owl perches on one of the tree's thick roots and watches the two children from below.]
		

		
			[image: Illustration: The setting sun as it slips below the hilly horizon.]
		

	

		

			

			




				
		

		
			[image: Illustration: Up in the tree, the two children sit close together and hold each other. Tears roll down their cheeks and they both wear expressions of fear. Nearby, bats take to the skies.]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: A crescent moon dominates the night sky as the owl and a bat circle below.]
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			[image: Illustration: Up in the tree the two children jump for joy as they are noticed by the flying owl.]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: A gigantic bird soars through the skies. It looks like the owl, but much much larger. The sun peaks up from the bottom edge of the drawing, resembling a sunrise.]
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			[image: Illustration: The two children sit astride the gigantic bird as it flies through the air. The children wave gleefully. Nearby, the owl watches from a perch atop the tree.]
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			[image: Illustration: The two children sit astride the gigantic bird as it flies through the air. The children wave gleefully. Nearby, the owl watches from a perch atop the tree.]
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			[image: Illustration: Standing at the base of the tree, the two children hold hands while they look up into the tree's branches. Following their gaze, the viewer notices an abandoned tea set still sitting in the tree's branches. From a perch on the ground nearby, the owl also looks up into the tree. Elsewhere, the gigantic bird flies off.]
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			[image: Illustration: Standing at the base of the tree, the two children hold hands while they look up into the tree's branches. Following their gaze, the viewer notices an abandoned tea set still sitting in the tree's branches. From a perch on the ground nearby, the owl also looks up into the tree. Elsewhere, the gigantic bird flies off.]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: One of the children carries over a chair as the other child, delicately balanced atop a chair stacked on top of a desk, builds crude stairs into the side of the tree by nailing wooden planks into the trunk at evenly spaced internvals. The owl helps by carrying a little pail of nails in its beak.]
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			[image: Illustration: One of the children carries over a chair as the other child, delicately balanced atop a chair stacked on top of a desk, builds crude stairs into the side of the tree by nailing wooden planks into the trunk at evenly spaced internvals. The owl helps by carrying a little pail of nails in its beak.]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: With the crude stairs now complete, the two children have climbed back up into the tree. One of the children waves, and the owl perches on a branch nearby. In the background, the sun begins to set once again.]
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			[image: Illustration: With the crude stairs now complete, the two children have climbed back up into the tree. One of the children waves, and the owl perches on a branch nearby. In the background, the sun begins to set once again.]
		

	
		
		
		
		

		

		
			[image: Illustration: The two children, wrapped in blankets, fast asleep up in the tree. Each child is curled up in his or her own nook. The owl watches as a full moon rises in the background.]
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			[image: Illustration: The owl, perched on a branch.]
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