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STOP A MURDER – WHO
This is unlike any mystery or thriller book you’ve ever read before. You play the sleuth, and try to follow the clues and solve the puzzles to prevent a murder from happening.
In this five-book series, you’ll be tasked with decoding the mind and motivations of a nefarious killer who is plotting to commit an unspeakable crime.
Each book contains an epistolary collection of emails, texts, and letters, sent to bestselling author J.A. Konrath, by a serial killer. This psychopath is leaving detailed, cryptic hints about who will be murdered, why, when, where, and how.
Some of the hints are easy to figure out. Others are much more devious.
Do you like solving mysteries? Do you enjoy puzzles or escape-the-room games? Are you good at spotting clues?
Only you can stop a murder.
Are you smart enough?
Are you brave enough?
Let the games begin…
#1 STOP A MURDER – HOW: Puzzles 1–12
#2 STOP A MURDER – WHERE: Puzzles 13–24
#3 STOP A MURDER – WHY: Puzzles 25–36
#4 STOP A MURDER – WHO: Puzzles 37–48
#5 STOP A MURDER – WHEN: Puzzles 49–60



IMPORTANT MESSAGE
The creators of this series strive to blur the lines between reality and fantasy, but they assure you that this is 100% fiction.
Nothing in this narrative should be taken as fact.
It’s fake, folks. Don’t call the cops.



PREFACE BY JOE KONRATH
I get a lot of emails, sometimes from fans of my thriller books, sometimes from other writers seeking advice.
But this was easily the most intriguing, and disturbing, email I’ve ever received. Here’s how it began:







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: An Introduction
Dear Mr. Konrath—
This isn’t fiction.
This is real.
I’m going to kill someone. I’m going to let you know how, where, why, who, and when.
But I’m not going to come right out and tell you.
I’m going to make you figure it out.
Are you smart enough?
Are you brave enough?
Do you think you can stop me?
Let’s play.
Sincerely,
Unknown Sender



I never responded to that first email. But Unknown Sender didn’t give up. More emails followed. Each had a puzzle. Each had clues and hints. And each linked to a website, taunting me to figure out HOW, WHERE, WHY, WHO, and WHEN.
I’ve been able to figure out some of the puzzles, but I haven’t been able to get them all. I’ve also shared these emails with the authorities—the local police and FBI—and they’ve written this off as a prank or joke.
The more I’ve delved into this, the more I’m convinced it isn’t a prank.
As the Unknown Sender wrote, this is real.
So, in order to prevent a murder, I’ve decided to publish these email puzzles, and my responses, as a series of five ebooks, in the hopes that a reader or readers will be able to figure out what I’ve been unable to.
You’re going to need Internet access. A notepad is also helpful.
I also encourage you to get together with friends to share questions, theories, and answers.
Feel free to use the Facebook page I’ve set up, at:
https://www.facebook.com/KonrathPuzzleSeries
Help one another. But if you’re going to post puzzle answers, make sure you label them as SPOILER ALERT so you don’t ruin it for other readers.
Don’t read this as fiction. Don’t read this as a collection of games. Don’t read this as a puzzle book.
Read this as a crime in progress.
Together, I hope we can stop it.
Are you smart enough?
Are you brave enough?
Can you help me?
—Joe Konrath



NOTE FROM JOE
This was the thirty-seventh puzzle email that Unknown Sender sent to me. I compiled the previous thirty-six in three collections, HOW, WHERE, and WHY. I encourage you, the reader, to figure these puzzles out on your own. Unknown Sender sometimes puts hints, which are preceded by the words SPOILER ALERT, in our correspondence.
There are also some hints on the website, www.StopAMurder.com. More on that later, but if you’re reading this on an e-ink ereader, you’re not going to be able to access Unknown Sender’s website within the ebook, or watch the videos that appear when each section is solved. You’re going to have to use a second device (cell phone, computer, tablet) to visit that site to continue the story and validate your guesses.
The puzzles Unknown Sender has been sending me are a mix of brain teasers, pictures, general knowledge, logic, deduction, and some basic math. You’ll sometimes need to do Internet research to figure them out. Some rely on word tricks or deception, so read carefully, and use hints as needed.
Unfortunately, I can’t offer any help via my blog or email. If you’re stumped, I encourage you to join forces with other readers to share information, theories, and answers.
https://www.facebook.com/KonrathPuzzleSeries
Good luck to you. You’re going to need it.
We’re both going to need it.







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Who I’ll Murder–37
Joe—
Let’s see, where did we leave off?
Oh, I remember. The last thing you emailed me was:
“The next time your doorbell rings, it’s going to be a dozen Feds in body armor armed with Glocks and warrants, ready to haul your sorry ass to prison.”
Quite a boast there… from over a week ago.
The doorbell hasn’t rung. Not once.
I almost feel like all of those hours I spent, crouching by the front door with a gun, weren’t a productive use of my time.
Even so, your empty threats are like cocaine to me. I’m obviously getting to you, and your only recourse is to lash out with outlandish stories.
The FBI have no interest in me. The only cybercrime they care about is when banks get hacked, or there’s a DDoS attack on a movie studio.
And, no. My name isn’t Tim. You idiot.
Let’s stop making up nonsense, and get back to our game.
You remember our game, don’t you?
I’m going to murder someone. I’ve already given you thirty-six puzzles, which lead to clues that tell you HOW I’m going to kill my victim, WHERE I’m going to kill my victim, and WHY I’m going to kill my victim.
You solve the puzzles, fill in the answers at my lovely website www.stopamurder.com, and if you’re smart enough, maybe you can prevent a death.
But don’t get too excited. You’re not smart enough.
I’m speaking directly to you, Joe. But I’m also speaking, albeit indirectly, to your readers. I know you’ve been sharing our email exchanges with your readers, and you’ve recruited a legion to help you.
It doesn’t matter. I’m too clever to be stopped.
Now we’re focusing on WHO I’m going to kill.
Here’s the first of twelve more puzzles.
PUZZLE #37
A Pink Floyd Song
A type of mint gum
A Trumbo work
A Journey album
A sport compact
A cigarette brand
A syzygy
A Queensland island
All of these definitions are the disambiguation of the same word. What’s the word?
Like always, I’m starting with an easy one. I’d be shocked if you can solve this without using Google, but maybe you can. Even a blind hog finds a truffle now and then.
What is that? You don’t know the answer?
You need a hint, perhaps?
If you insist…
SPOILER ALERT!
It’s a seven-letter word.
I know this all seems like a roundabout way to solve a mystery. What does a murderer sending puzzles have to do with stopping a crime?
Such is life, Joe. It’s a race. There are hurdles. You have to overcome those hurdles in order to finish.
It doesn’t have to make sense. You’re told to do something, so you do it.
I’m giving you a wonderful opportunity here. You can actually prevent a death.
Solve my puzzles, and I’ll give you enough information to stop me.
But if you fail to solve them all…
I’m going to kill someone.
I’m going to kill someone while videoing it.
I’m going to send you the video, and you can live with my victim cursing your name while they die, horribly.
My game. My rules.
Now be a good little boy and go jump those hurdles.
Try not to trip on any…
Respectfully,
Unknowwn Sender







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
Dear US—
That one was easy. No Internet research needed.
Over the past thirty-seven emails you’ve threatened me, insulted me, frightened me, and frustrated me.
You’ve also made it very clear that if I try to scare, intimidate, or belittle you, you’ll increase the stakes and make things worse for me and for whomever you’re planning on killing.
But you haven’t said that I can’t send you puzzles.
Turnabout is fair play. Right?
Give me the answer to this question, or I’m not going to reply. I won’t even read the email.
You have conditions. Now so do I.
Put the answer in the header of the email.
If you email me without the answer in the header, I won’t even open it.
Correspondence requires two people.
Now here’s your puzzle.
JOE’S PUZZLE #1
A man has a rain barrel that is half full of water. He puts something in it, and now it weighs less than what it weighed before. What did the man put in it?
The answer is a _______. Take that four-letter word and put it in the email header the next time you contact me.
Or else this is the last sentence of mine you’ll ever read, unless you buy one of my books.
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Really?
Joe—
You got things backwards. You’re the one who jumps through the hoops, Not me. I’m the trainer, you’re the one trick pony.
I know the answer to your puzzle, but I’m not going to tell you, just to remind you who the alpha male is.
If you don’t reply to this, I’m going to the local playground to find a child to take home with me.
Have you ever been in your favorite store? Maybe you like electronics, or art, or books, or remote-control cars, or woodworking; it doesn’t matter what you like, this is just an analogy.
You know that feeling you get when you’re walking up and down the aisles, surrounded by all of that cool stuff that you love?
That’s how I feel when I visit a playground.
Don’t take me for having short eyes. I don’t molest children. I’m completely asexual. Too many bad experiences from my younger days.
But I do have such a fun time when I’m in the presence of innocent youth.
They’re so trusting, it’s hysterical.
You already know this, though. You have a son.
His name is Talon, right?
Unusual name. You’ll have to tell me the story behind it when we get together.
I read that book you wrote with him, about the geriatric zombies. I liked it. It lacked the jaded cynicism that so often litters your recent work.
I’ll attribute the freshness to your son’s talents.
Maybe I should send him a fan email? What do you think?
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: YOU’D BETTER REPLY
Moron—
I don’t make idle threats. You’re the one who solves the puzzles. Not me.
Do I need to come over there and make my point in person?
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: A hole
Joe—
Fine. I understand. You see how much fun I’m having, and you want to show that you can do puzzles as well.
If you put a hole in a rain barrel, the water drains out and it weighs less.
Not a bad puzzle, but I’m pretty sure you stole it from some old book.
I did enjoy writing “A hole” in the subject line to you. You probably didn’t plan that, because you lack the foresight.
A hole.
Heh heh heh.
Now it’s your turn. Here’s another oldie. I like it a lot, but you might just think it stinks…
PUZZLE #38
Take all seven letters from the following two words and make one word out of them: NEW ODOR.
Quid pro quo. And I know you’re going to run to Google to see if you can find some website that will rearrange all the letters for you. But beware…
SPOILER ALERT!
Your online anagram maker will only help if you’re paying close attention.
You know the routine. Type the answer in the textbox on my website, www.stopamurder.com.
I’m curious, did you ever solve Puzzle #36 from the WHO emails? I can see the video has been watched, but I don’t know if it was you, or one of your readers.
I hope they didn’t email you and spoil the fun.
Respectfully,
UnknownwSender







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
US—
I have to give you credit for that last puzzle. I spent a long time on it before figuring it out.
Clever. Nothing is ever straightforward.
Here’s one for you.
JOE’S PUZZLE #2
Soap, letter, chatter, cash, sky, gear, pill.
What word goes with all of them?
This one is so easy, I’m not going to give you a hint. But maybe Rocky could.
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Box
Hola, Jose!
Que pasa? Como estas?
PUZZLE #39
Each rubber band weighs 1.03 grams, and this rubber band ball weighs 5.13 ounces. If you round to the nearest whole number, how many pelotas de goma (if I may use the Spanish term) are in this picture?

Your last puzzle was too easy. So I’m giving you an easy one in return. I’m very busy at the moment. Making preparations. I work, you play. It almost seems unfair.
But I will have my playtime soon enough.
SPOILER ALERT!
In the interest of expanding your cultural awareness, don’t use numerals. Type out the numero using Spanish.
Plotting murder isn’t an easy thing to do. Especially when I’m wasting a lot of time interacting with you.
Don’t mistake the brevity of this email as rudeness.
You’re on my mind, Joe.
Besos,
Unknown Senderd







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
US—
I couldn’t figure that rubber band puzzle out. I’m not great at math, but I know the number is right, and there are a lot of English to Spanish translation websites. Maybe your website has a glitch?
Here’s a classic puzzle that I put my own twist on.
JOE’S PUZZLE #3
Daryl’s father had four sons. The first three were named One, Three, and Five. I know that those are odd names, in every sense of the meaning. Can you figure out the name of the remaining son?
Again, no hint. You’re clever enough to figure this one out.
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Seven
Joe—
That one was too easy. You didn’t even need to say “odd”. One, Three, Five, and Seven is next.
Try putting a little thought into the puzzle next time.
Or a lot of thought. Like this puzzle.
PUZZLE #40
Find the next letter in each of these sequences:
 
	ABCDEFGHI…
	JFMAMJJASON…
	OTTFFSSEN…
	OSCYSBTDE…
	BCDGJOP…

Take all five letters and type them into the text box, no spaces between them.
Challenging, right? You give me simple puzzles that require no thought, and I’m making you work for your answer.
SPOILER ALERT!
 
	No tricks, just the plain old alphabet.
	There are only twelve of these, and you’re looking for the twelfth.
	123…
	You would normally stand up for this. Unless you’re Colin Kaepernick.
	The alphabet, again. But what do all of these capital letters have in common?

Good luck,
Unknown Sendero







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Seven
Jehoshaphat—
It’s been a few days, I haven’t heard back from you.
Is everything okay?
Do I need to come over to check on you?
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Seven
Joe—
Why won’t you answer? Did your fat ass finally have that heart attack we’ve all been anticipating? Should I start calling hospitals?
Maybe I can call your lovely wife, Maria.
I have her phone number.
I have the phone numbers of everyone in your family.
Are you going to reply, or do I start dialing?
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Daryl
Joe—
Okay, you got me.
I thought the answer to your puzzle was Seven. It was Daryl. Daryl’s father had four sons, so Daryl must be the last one.
Nice job distracting me with the One, Three, Five bullshit.
Have you solved my puzzle yet?
US







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
US—
I haven’t solved yours yet. But I have been working on it in my free time.
Here’s a good one for you.
JOE’S PUZZLE #4
A woman has two coins in her purse that total thirty cents. One of them is not a nickel. What are the coins?
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: A Quarter and a Nickel
JA—
One of them isn’t a nickel. But the other one is a nickel.
That riddle is older than both of us.
So you’ve been working on my puzzle in your free time?
That’s what a life is worth to you? Something you can try to save in between your three hundred words a day quota and Netflixing BoJack Horseman?
Shouldn’t stopping me be your fulltime job? I don’t think I’m being arrogant when I say that the plans I have are a lot more important than anything you could possibly be doing with your time.
Get with the program, Konrath.
PUZZLE #41
Here’s a list of eight movies:
Nine Lives of Fritz the Cat
Rocky V
The Brave One
Four Rooms
One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest
Point Break
Three the Hard Way
Reversal of Fortune
Based on this list, tell me what I’m eating.
How’s this for a different kind of puzzle? No doubt better than the ones you’re stealing from out-of-print puzzle books from the 1970s.
I’m putting thought and care into my puzzles, Joe.
Just like I’m putting thought and care into the murder I’m plotting.
No idea how to start solving this? Need a hint?
SPOILER ALERT!
The eighth movie isn’t part of the answer, but is giving you a clue how to solve it.
You haven’t gotten all the puzzles so far, Joe. Are you reading all the hints I so carefully left for you on the website?
All this work I’m putting in, I’d hate for it to go unseen.
Do you know what it’s like to work on something, and have it never be seen?
It’s a tragedy, Joe. As big a tragedy as a childhood robbed by violence.
Did you know I was forced to watch when Daddy castrated me?
He told me he would cut off my eyelids if I closed my eyes. I was more afraid of that than losing my balls.
I was young. I didn’t know what they were for.
I suppose I still don’t. And seeing all of that disgusting pornography on the Internet, I’m sure I’m not missing anything. Having someone rub their dirty, sweaty body up against mine doesn’t seem like a good time.
It didn’t hurt much. Daddy did stuff to me that hurt a lot worse.
The bleeding was bad, but Daddy sewed me up pretty quick.
A lot of the meds I take are hormones.
Do you think that’s my problem? Too much testosterone?
Maybe if I stopped taking it, I’d stop killing.
But a guy has to have some kind of stress reliever…
Your BFF,
Unknown Senter







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
US—
I don’t know if what you tell me about your past is true, but if it is, I’m sorry. You really should find a good psychiatrist to help you.
Here’s a tricky one for you.
JOE’S PUZZLE #5
A man and his wife are in a car, speeding, and the man gets pulled over by a cop. The man gets out of the car to plead with the cop, and then he hears his wife screaming. He looks in the car and sees there is a stranger inside, and his wife is covered in blood. But the cop doesn’t arrest anyone. Why not?
I’m looking for a non-violent answer.
Violence is never necessary.
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: His wife gave birth in the car
Joe—
I spend a lot of time crafting an original puzzle, and you send me that easy one?
We’re already at Puzzle #42. To celebrate, here’s an appropriate question.
PUZZLE #42
What is this an answer to?
I’m guessing you’re well-versed in nerd culture, so you should know this.
No?
Here’s a clue.
SPOILER ALERT!
This requires Deep Thought.
Caught the reference yet?
No?
Don’t Panic!
I thought every guy over the age of twenty-three has read this book. Or seen the TV show. Or the movie.
I guess you just have to start Googling…
Good hunting,
Unknown Senders







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
Sender—
Of course I knew that. The first few times it didn’t work on your website, because I was adding an extra comma.
Here’s one that uses math, history, and books.
JOE’S PUZZLE #6
Carroll’s Cat – Bilbo’s Town = Famous Revolutionary
I have a question for you. I recently did a virus scan on my computer, and it found some spyware.
Are you trying to hack me?
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Cheshire–Shire = Che
Mr. Paranoia—
Hack you?
Why would I do that?
I’m many things, but I’m not your computer problem.
Isn’t that what your novel WEBCAM was about? A hacker who watches people on their own electronic devices?
I didn’t read it. And I’m not a hacker.
You need to stop pirating software and surfing those adult websites. That’s where you picked up your virus.
PUZZLE #43
A six-letter word
Was the victim of theft
A thief stole a letter
And twelve is what’s left.
What is the word?
You never told me if you liked my poems. I not only think of the puzzles, but I present them to you in such a fun, clever way, and you never give me any credit for it.
I shouldn’t give you any hints at all. But I always keep my word, so I’ll give you a small clue.
SPOILER ALERT!
It’s not gross.
Unknown Tender







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
US—
You want me to compliment you for something? How about instead of praise for your poems or puzzles, I praise you for stopping this stupid “I’m going to murder someone” game and devoting your time and energy to something worthwhile, like the Red Cross or Greenpeace?
You’re forcing me to interact with you, which is a blatant cry for attention. Now you want me to think highly of you?
That’s insane. But you’re insane, so that’s understandable.
And, truthfully, your poems are decent. I’m not saying that to brown nose you. That’s one writer to another.
In that spirit, here’s a poem for you.
JOE’S PUZZLE #7
I only have one eye,
I also have a tail,
I don’t have hands or feet,
And I’m hard as a nail.
What am I?
As for a hint, you know what this is. There may be one, or probably more, in your home right now.
If you can’t guess it right away, don’t flip out. Use common sense.
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: A cyclops
Joe—
I’m not sure I’m right, so I’m not including my next puzzle. But in Greek mythology, a cyclops only had one eye. They were also very hard to kill, and might have had tails like centaurs.
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: A copepod
Joe—
You didn’t respond to my cyclops answer, so I’m guessing it was wrong.
A copepod is a small crustacean that had one eye and a tail. It’s doesn’t have hands or feet, but does have legs. And if you cooked one, it would turn brown and get hard.
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: A needle
Joe-
A needle has an eye, is hard, and has no hands or feet.
If I’m wrong, give me another hint.
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: I give up
Okay, Joe. You win.
Just tell me the answer so we can get on with our game.
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: TELL ME
Okay, you stumped me. Nice work. Now tell me what it is. I’m getting really irritated that you’re not responding.
US







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject:
Youbettertellmethegoddamnfuckingansweryoufuckingasshole RIGHT NOWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: A Penny
Joseph—
A penny has one eye (Lincoln in profile), a tail, is brown, and is a hard metal.
I’ll be honest; that one got me a little frustrated.
Your comment that I shouldn’t “flip” out and use common sense (cents) was a nice touch.
Kudos to you, sir.
But the next time you don’t reply to one of my emails, I’m taking my gun—the one you’ve seen in the video—and I’m loading up a backpack with boxes of ammo and copies of your books, and then I’m heading for the food court of the nearest mall on a busy Saturday and killing as many people as I can.
No more game. No more chances for you to stop a murder.
I’m done answering your puzzles. You aren’t in control.
Send me another puzzle and you’ll see what happens.
Now let’s get back on track.
PUZZLE #44
Lawless of Xena
Pauling of Nobel
York’s famous candy
Apollo lunar module
The astronaut Ride
Where Jimi played Anthem
Coasters big hit
Almanack Ben
Okay, so this doesn’t rhyme. It sort of almost rhymes. But I’ve got preparations to make today, so I didn’t tweak this puzzle as much as I might have.
While I’m working, I think I’d like a snack that relates to the above puzzle. What do all of those have in common? That’s what I’ll eat, and that’s your answer.
SPOILER ALERT!
What do all of these names have in common?
Once you get the names, you’ll get the reference, and the associated food.
And be quick about it. I want you to email me by tomorrow, or by late afternoon you’ll have a hundred reporters at your door wondering how you’re connected to the mass murder. And you can tell them it’s your fault, because you couldn’t answer a fucking email.
Love,
UnknownoSender







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
Unknown—
You have your rules, and if I break them you threaten me.
I make one little rule—that I won’t answer you unless you figure out my puzzle—and you lose your shit and start wailing about mass shootings.
Seriously, man. Chill out.
If you’re on prescription meds, I’m guessing you have a doctor. How about asking for some Xanax? Valium? Thorazine?
Or better yet, how about you swallow that gun you keep bragging about?
Joe







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Who I’ll Murder–45
Joey—
You’re okay to tell someone with obvious mental disorders to swallow a gun?
You’re a dick, Joe.
FYI, I don’t have a doctor. I self-medicate. What I can’t get by impersonating a veterinarian online, I get on darknet. Bitcoin rules all.
As you can see, I’m not angry one little bit at your outburst. I expected it. You lack self- control, proper judgement, and good manners. And your books are mediocre, even by the average reader’s low standards.
You might think I’m insulting you. How can the truth be an insult?
And even when you’re spouting disdain, poorly wrapped in a veil of concern, you still followed orders like a good little Nazi and got in touch with me when I told you to.
You’re all talk and no spine, Joe.
How do you live with yourself? How do you sleep at night?
I bet you’re still wondering why I got in touch with you. Out of all the midlist authors on all the websites in all the Internet, I found yours.
I’ll tell you soon enough. Now solve this next puzzle.
PUZZLE #45
The following is a sequence of letters.
BALLAMAGICIANOTYPHOONTOLOGICALFIVEILLNESSTIPENDINGOREJOINTERMEZZOOMYESTABLISHARLEQUINCESTAXYLOPHONEWEAKNOW
That sequence contains a lot of hidden words. In fact, it contains hidden words that begin with almost every letter of the alphabet.
There is one letter of the alphabet in this sequence that isn’t the first letter of a word. Type that into the answer box along with the place number of where this letter sits in this puzzle.
I thought we’d try something new. Something you can’t immediately search for online.
This is going to take a keen eye, and maybe a notepad to write down words.
If you need help, here’s a tidbit.
SPOILER ALERT!
This is a word search. Go through the alphabet in this letter sequence and find the letter that doesn’t start a word.
Not every single letter in this puzzle starts a word, but every letter of the alphabet is represented. Except one. Find that letter, and its numerical place in line.
This time, I want you to answer within twelve hours of me sending this, or bang bang goes the food court….
Hurry,
Unknown Sendep







From: Joe Konrath
To: Unknown Sender
Dickhead—
I don’t believe anything you say.
You played me for a good long time.
Now we’re done.
No more puzzles.
No more replies.
If you do anything, the authorities have copies of all these emails. It will be on them, not me.
Do the world a favor and drop dead.
J







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Who I’ll Murder–46
JA—
So you’ve actually given up?
If so, why do I keep seeing website hits and wrong answers on www.stopamurder.com?
Maybe you’ve thrown in the towel, but your readers are still fighting the good fight?
Of course they’re braver than you are.
You’d have to be brave to get through one of your shitty excuses for a book.
But if you think we’re done, you’re sadly mistaken.
And if you’re one of Joe’s readers helping him out, DO NOT CONTACT HIM.
Joe needs to solve these puzzles for himself. Don’t spoil it for him.
If you do, I’ll find you. I have ways.
PUZZLE #46
Becky is Jessica’s mother. Becky is the ______ of Jessica’s mother.
I’m looking for a word here that makes sense.
SPOILER ALERT!
It’s not all in the family.
I expect an answer, Joe.
And you readers had better not tell him anything.
Aknown Sender







From: Unknown Sender
To: JA Konrath
Subject: Time For A Lesson
Really, Joe?
You refuse to answer?
I guess I need to show you how real this situation is.
Here’s the next puzzle.
Solve it. And the ones you’ve missed so far.
Then email me.
PUZZLE #47
Answer all the questions.
 
	If there are seventeen steaks, and you take away five, how many do you have?
	We know this family down the street from us, the Roqueforts. Mr. and Mrs. Roquefort have six daughters, and each of those daughters has one brother. How many people are in the Roquefort family?
	How many beards are in the band ZZ Top?
	Bill has eleven farms. On the first farm, he has one haystack. On the second, he has two haystacks. On the third, he has three haystacks. On the fourth, he has four haystacks. Following this pattern, how many haystacks will he have if he combines them all on the eleventh farm?
	A scientist places a single celled bacterium in a petri dish. Every day, the bacteria divides, making a copy of itself. On the 226th day, the 6-inch round petri dish is completely full of bacteria, totaling 47,346,213,213 single celled organisms. How many days did it take to become half full?

Multiply the first four answers together and square it.
Then subtract the fifth answer.
You’re going to need help with this.
SPOILER ALERT!
 
	Read it carefully.
	Read it carefully.
	More than hair.
	Read it carefully.
	Read it carefully.

Respond or else,
Umknown Sender



Delivery from Unknown Sender
I don’t know how Unknown Sender got my address. Couldn’t be too hard in this Internet age. But it creeps me the hell out.
He dropped off an envelope with my name on the front. It contained a printed picture of a fishing lure, black and white on regular 8.5” x 11” paper. The picture was cut. Photoshopped on the bottom of one of the halves was the phrase: NAME THIS MOVIE.
The back was hand signed “Uuknown Sender”.
I tried to take it to the local police, and they laughed me out the station. Apparently, there are no laws against giving someone an envelope without any overt threats in it. The cop I talked to said it was harmless.
But I know this isn’t harmless. Not in the least.
After leaving the police station, I went out and bought a new electronic lock, a security camera system, and two dogs.
I’m also having a burglar alarm system installed, but that won’t happen until later next week. That’s the soonest they could fit me in.
Common sense says I should get out of town. I sent my wife and son to stay with relatives.
But I’m not going anywhere. If Unknown Sender wants to come over, let him come.
I don’t run away from bullies.
I’m going to stay here and try to stop him.
This latest puzzle, though, makes no sense to me.
Here’s a digital picture that I took of the print-out he dropped off at my house.

I knew what the bait was right away, because antique tackle is my hobby. Anyone should be able to find the lure simply by searching the Internet. But I couldn’t figure out the clue. Or why the pic was cut.
This was the last WHO puzzle.
I assume the answer unlocks a video. I haven’t seen the last one, but a few readers have emailed me telling me about it.
For your own safety and mine, all readers must stop emailing me.
Those viruses I had on my computer were tracking spiders, and I’m sure I got them from Unknown Sender’s emails.
He’s been monitoring me. A cyber expert told me that Unknown Sender could be able to track people who contact me.
I trashed that computer, and got a new one. I’m using the best anti-virus programs, but I still need to play it safe. I couldn’t live with myself if Unknown Sender compromised my contact list.
Thank you for reading me. Thank you for trying to help.
But PLEASE, don’t associate with me at all.
I don’t know how this is all going to end.
I guess all I can do is try to solve the puzzles I’ve missed, and figure out what his plan is.
In the back of my mind, I’ve been hoping this was all fake. That I was being trolled or catfished or pranked.
And maybe it still is. Maybe, sometime in my past, I pissed off someone so badly, they’re willing to go to any lengths to scare me.
Well, it’s working.
I’m scared.
But I’m going to stop this guy.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
I had a lot of help putting this one together. It’s worth taking the time to thank everybody.
First, my wife Maria and son Talon were indispensable. Not only with trying out puzzles, but for putting up with me for weeks as I hit them with brain teaser after brain teaser, trying to find the ones that worked best. Talon also did all of the video editing, and he and Dante Peinado were my crew for shooting all of the movie footage. Dante also appeared as Unknown Sender in several scenes. I’ll let the readers guess who played US the rest of the time.
The puzzles took a lot of work, and Latham Conger III helped out a tremendous amount. A lot of his devious mind is in this book. Also, Latham and I both drew on the tremendous collection of public domain puzzles available on the world wide web. There’s a lot of fun stuff out there, if you look for it.
Chris Klimas and Joel Haddock did Unknown Sender’s website, using a program called Twine that Chris created. If this ebook sparked your imagination to try something similar, hire them at http://unmappedpath.com.
Thanks as always to Rob Siders for the book design (www.52novels.com), Chereese Graves (http://grammar-rulesatoz.blogspot.com) for the proofing, and Carl Graves (www.extendedimagery.com) for the cover art. These guys make everything I do look and read a lot better.
I also had over fifty beta readers volunteer to test drive an early version of this. I’m grateful to them all for giving it a try, and the ones who got back to me quickly with notes and comments deserve to be thanked by name:
Beth Aaron, Christine Bock, John Donald Carlucci, Cara Colyott, Brandee Crisp, Jamie DeBree, Terri Dukes, Amanda Forrest, Teri Fuhrman, Ken Hattaway, S. Alexander Hicks, Megan Jarrett, Matt Linss, Louise Miller, Joe Mulak, Laura MT, Cathy Neumueller, Ann Voss Peterson, G. J. Phoenix, Jill Selkowitz, Ashley Smith, Rita Smith, Mary Stella, and Dawn Williams.
If I missed you, I either didn’t get your notes, or I left you out because I’m old and losing my mind. Shoot me an email and I’ll fix it.
Most of all, thanks to you, the reader, for trying something different from me, or trying something new even though you’ve never heard of me.
If you liked this, please spread the word. If the STOP A MURDER series does well, I’ll write more of them. I’d be foolish not to.
Thanks for reading!
Joe Konrath



JOE KONRATH’S
COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHY
JACK DANIELS THRILLERS
WHISKEY SOUR
BLOODY MARY
RUSTY NAIL
DIRTY MARTINI
FUZZY NAVEL
CHERRY BOMB
SHAKEN
STIRRED with Blake Crouch
RUM RUNNER
LAST CALL
SHOT OF TEQUILA
BANANA HAMMOCK
WHITE RUSSIAN
OLD FASHIONED
SERIAL KILLERS UNCUT with Blake Crouch
LADY 52 with Jude Hardin
65 PROOF short story collection
FLOATERS short with Henry Perez
BURNERS short with Henry Perez
SUCKERS short with Jeff Strand
JACKED UP! short with Tracy Sharp
STRAIGHT UP short with Iain Rob Wright
CHEESE WRESTLING short with Bernard Schaffer
ABDUCTIONS short with Garth Perry
BEAT DOWN short with Garth Perry
BABYSITTING MONEY short with Ken Lindsey
OCTOBER DARK short with Joshua Simcox
RACKED short with Jude Hardin
BABE ON BOARD short with Ann Voss Peterson
WATCHED TOO LONG short with Ann Voss Peterson



PHINEAS TROUTT THRILLERS
DEAD ON MY FEET
DYING BREATH
EVERYBODY DIES



STOP A MURDER PUZZLE BOOKS
STOP A MURDER – HOW: PUZZLES 1 – 12
STOP A MURDER – WHERE: PUZZLES 13 – 24
STOP A MURDER – WHY: PUZZLES 25 – 36
STOP A MURDER – WHO: PUZZLES 37 – 48
STOP A MURDER – WHEN: PUZZLES 49 – 60



CODENAME: CHANDLER SERIES
EXPOSED with Ann Voss Peterson
HIT with Ann Voss Peterson
NAUGHTY with Ann Voss Peterson
FLEE with Ann Voss Peterson
SPREE with Ann Voss Peterson
THREE with Ann Voss Peterson
FIX with F. Paul Wilson and Ann Voss Peterson
RESCUE



THE HORROR COLLECTIVE
ORIGIN
THE LIST
DISTURB
AFRAID
TRAPPED
ENDURANCE
HAUNTED HOUSE
WEBCAM
DRACULAS with Blake Crouch, Jeff Strand, and F. Paul Wilson
HOLES IN THE GROUND with Iain Rob Wright
THE GREYS
SECOND COMING
THE NINE
GRANDMA? with Talon Konrath
WILD NIGHT IS CALLING short with Ann Voss Peterson
CLOSE YOUR EYES
FOUND FOOTAGE



TIMECASTER SERIES
TIMECASTER
TIMECASTER SUPERSYMMETRY
TIMECASTER STEAMPUNK
BYTER



EROTICA
(WRITING AS MELINDA DUCHAMP)
FIFTY SHADES OF ALICE IN WONDERLAND
FIFTY SHADES OF ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
FIFTY SHADES OF ALICE AT THE HELLFIRE CLUB
WANT IT BAD
FIFTY SHADES OF JEZEBEL AND THE BEANSTALK
FIFTY SHADES OF PUSS IN BOOTS
FIFTY SHADES OF GOLDILOCKS
THE SEXPERTS – FIFTY GRADES OF SHAY
THE SEXPERTS – THE GIRL WITH THE PEARL NECKLACE
THE SEXPERTS – LOVING THE ALIEN
THE SEVEN YEAR WITCH



   




SHAKEN
Chicago cop Jacqueline “Jack” Daniels has chased, and caught, dozens of dangerous criminals over the course of her career. But she’s about to meet her match.
When Jack wakes up in a storage locker, bound and gagged, she knows with chilling certainty who her abductor is.
He’s called “Mr. K.” More than two hundred homicides have been attributed to him. His victims have died in the most horrible ways imaginable. He’s the essence of evil. Some think he’s just an urban legend. But he’s real. Jack has tangled with him twice in the past, and both times he managed to slip away.
Now Jack will finally have a chance to confront the maniac she’s been hunting for over twenty-five years. Unfortunately, it won’t be on her terms. In less than two hours, Mr. K is going to do to Jack what he’s done to countless others. And Jack is going to learn that sometimes the good guys don’t win…
SHAKEN by J.A. Konrath.



   




DISTURB
A medical investigator tormented by secret guilt.
A beautiful doctor with an illicit desire.
A millionaire businessman indulging a passion for murder.
And a human guinea pig who has been awake for seven straight weeks.
DISTURB by J.A. Konrath.



   




STOP A MURDER – WHEN
This is unlike any mystery or thriller book you’ve ever read before. You play the sleuth, and try to follow the clues and solve the puzzles to prevent a murder from happening.
In this five-book series, you’ll be tasked with decoding the mind and motivations of a nefarious killer who is plotting to commit an unspeakable crime.
Each book contains an epistolary collection of emails, texts, and letters, sent to bestselling author J.A. Konrath, by a serial killer. This psychopath is leaving detailed, cryptic hints about who will be murdered, why, when, where, and how.
Some of the hints are easy to figure out. Others are much more devious.
Do you like solving mysteries? Do you enjoy puzzles or escape-the-room games? Are you good at spotting clues?
Only you can stop a murder.
Are you smart enough?
Are you brave enough?
Let the games begin…
#5 STOP A MURDER – WHEN: Puzzles 49–60



Sign up for the J.A. Konrath newsletter. A few times a year I pick random people to give free stuff to. It could be you.
http://www.jakonrath.com/mailing-list.php
I won’t spam you or give your information out without your permission!
 



STOP A MURDER – WHO
Copyright © 2017 by Joe Konrath
Cover art copyright © 2017 by Carl Graves
This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents are either products of the author’s imagination or used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental. All rights reserved. No part of this publication can be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in writing from Joe Konrath.
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