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THE  PICCADILLY NOVELS. 
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B y   F .  M .  A L L E N . 

B y   D U T T O N   C O O K . 

G r e e n   a a   G r a s s . 

P a u l   F o s t e r 's   D a u g h t e r . 

B y   G R A N T   A L L E N . 

B y   V .  C E C I L   C O T E S . 

S t r a n g e   S t o r i e s . 

F o r   M a l m le ’s   S a k o . 

T w o   G i r l s   o n   a   B a r g e . 

P h l l l s t l a . 

T h e   D e v i l   s   D ie . 

B y   M A T T   C R I M . 

B a b y l o n . 

T h is   H o r t a l   C o ll. 

A d v e n t u r e s   o f  a   F a i r   R e b e l 

T h e   B e c k o n i n g  H a n d   T h e   T e n t s   o f   S h o rn . 

I n   a l l   S h a d e s , 

[ te r . 

T h e   G r e a t   T a b o o . 

B y   B .  M .  C R O K E R . 

D u m a r e s q 's   D a u g h -  

B lo o d   R o y a l . 

P r e t t y   M is s   N e v il le .   I  D i a n a   B a r r i n g t o n . 

T h e   D u o h e s s   o f  P o w y s l a n d . 

A   B ir d   o f   P a s s a g e . 

|  P r o p e r   P r id e . 

B y   E D W I N   L E S T E R   A R N O L D . 

B y   W I L L I A M   C Y P L E S . 

P h r a   t h e   P h o e n ic ia n . 

H e a r . s   o f   G o ld . 

B y   A L A N   S T .   A U B Y N . 

I l y   A L P H O N S E   D A U D E T . 

A   F e l l o w   o t  T r i n i t y .   |  T h e   J u n io r   D e a n  

T h e   E v a n g e l i s t ;  o r ,  P o r t   S a l v a t i o n  

B y   R e v .  S .  B A R I N G   G O U L D . 

B y   E R A S M U S   D A W S O N . 

R e d   S p ld o r . 

I  E v e . 

T h e   F o u n t a i n   o f  Y o u t h . 

B y   J A M E S   D E   M I L L E . 

1 

B y   W A L T E R   B E S A N T   &   J A M E S   R I C E . 

A   C a s t l e   In   S p a in . 

M y   L i t t l e   G ir l . 

T e n   Y e a r s ’  T e n a n t . 

B y   J .  L E I T H   D E R W E N T . 

C a s e   o f   M r.  L u c r a f t . 

R e a d y - M o n e y  

M o r - 

O u r   L a d y   o f   T e a r s . 

|  C i r c e ’s  L o v e r s  

T h is   S o n   o f   V u lc a n . 

t l b o y . 

B y   D I C K   D O N O V A N . 

T h e  G o l d e n B u t t e r f iy . 

W i t h   H a r p    Si  C r o w n . 

T r a c k e d   t o   D o o m . 

|  M a n   f r o m   M a n c h e s t e r  

B y   C e l i a ’s   A r b o u r . 

’T w a s   i n  T r a f a l g a r 's  

l ) y   A .  C A N O N   D O Y L E . 

M o n k s   o f   T h e l o m a . 

B a y . 

T h e   F ir m   o f   G ir d l e s t o n e . 

i h o   S e a m y   S id e . 

C h a p l a i n  o f  t h o  F l e e t

B y   M R S .   A N N I E   E D W A R D F .S  

B y   W A L T E R   B E S A N T . 

A r c h i e   L o v e l l, 

A l l   S o r t s   a n d   C o n d i

U n c l e   J a c k . 

l i y   G .   M A N V I I . L E   F E N N  

t i o n s   o f  M e n . 

C h i l d r e n   o f   G lb e o n . 

T h o   N o w   M is t r e s s . 

T h e   C a p t a i n s ' R o o m . 

H e r r   P a u l u s  

B y   P E R C Y   F I T Z G E R A L D . 

A l l   i n   a  G a r d e n  F a ir . 

T h o   B e l l  o f  S t .  P a u l ’s  

F a t a l   Z e r o . 

T h e  

W o r ld  

W e n t  

T o   C a l l   H e r   M in e  

V e r y   W e l l   T h e n . 

T h e   H o ly   R o s e . 

B y   R .  E .  F R A N C I L L O N . 

Q u e e n  C o p h e t u a . 

|  O n e   b y   O n e  

F o r   F a i t h  &  F r e e d o m  

S t .   K a t h e r i n e s   b y  

A   R e a l   Q u e e n . 

|  K i n g   o r   K n a v e   ? 

D o r o t h y   F o r s t e r . 

t h e   T o w e r . 

V e r b e n a  

C a m e l l i a  

A r m o r e l  o f   L y o n e s s o

P r e fa c e d   b y   S I R   I I .  B A R T L E   F R E R E  

S t e p h a n o t l s . 

P a n d u r a n g   H itri. 

B y   R O B E R T   B U C H A N A N . 

B y   E D W A R D   G A R R E T T . 

S h a d o w  o f  t h e   S w o r d   A n n a n   W a t e r . 

T h e   C a p e l  G ir ls . 

A   C h ild  o f  N a t u r e . 

M a t t . 

B y   C H A R L E S   G I B B O N . 

T h e  

M a r t y r d o m   o f   T h e   N e w   A b e la r d . 

R o b in   G r a y . 

I  O f   H ig h   D e g r e e

M a d e lin e . 

F o x g l o v o   M a n o r . 

T h e   G o ld e n   S h a f t . 

|  L o v i n g   a   D r e a m  

G o d   a n d  t h e  M a n . 

M a s t e r   o f   t h e   M in e . 

T h e   F l o w e r  o f  t h e   F o r e s t . 

L o v e   M e   f o r   E v e r . 

T h e   H e ir   o f   L ln n e . 

B y   E R N E S T   G L A N V I L L E . 

B y   H A L L   C A I N E . 

T h e   L o s t   H e ir e s s . 

I  T h e   F o s s ic k e r  

T h e   S h a d o w   o f   a   I  A   S o n   o f   H a g a r . 

B y   E .   J .  G O O D M A N . 

C r im e . 

|  T h o   D e e m s t e r . 

T h e   F a t e   o f   H e r b e r t   W a y n e  

B y   M O R T I M E R   C O L L I N S . 

B y   C E C I L   G R I F F I T H . 

M id n i g h t  t o  M id n i g h t .   |  T r a n s m i g r a t i o n . 

C o r l n t h l a   M a r a z io n . 

B y   T H O M A S   H A R D Y . 

B y   M O R T I M E R   K   F R A N C E S   C O L L I N S . 

U n d e r   t h e   G r e e n w o o d   T r e e  

T h e  V i l l a g e   C o m e d y .   1  B 1 a c  k  s  m  11 h   a  n  d 

l i y   B R E T   H A R T E . 

Y o u   P l a y   M e   F a l s e . 

| 

S c h o la r . 

B y   W I L K I E   C O L L I N S . 

W a i f  o f   t h e   P l a in s . 

|  A   S a p p h o   o f   O i c e u  

W a r d   o f  G o ld e n  G a t e  

S p r in g s . 

A r m a d a le . 

T h e   F r o z e n   D e e p . 

S u s y . 

|  S a l l y   D o w s. 

A f t e r   D a r k . 

T h e   T w o   D e s t in i e s . 

C o lo n e l  S t a r b o t t l e   s   C lie n t . 

N o   N a m e . 

L a w   a n d   t h e   L a d y . 

A n t o n i n a  

!  B a s il . 

T h e   H a u n t e d   H o te l. 

B y   J U L I A N   H A W T H O R N E . 

H id e   a n d   S e e k . 

T h e   F a l l e n   L e a v e s . 

G a r t h . 

|  B e a t r i x   R a n d o lp h

T h e   D e a d   S e c r e t . 

J e z e b e l’s   D a u g h t e r . 

E l l i c e   Q u e n t in . 

D a v i d   P o i n d e x t e r ’s

T h e   Q u e e n  o f   H e a r t s . 

T h e   B l a c k   R o b e . 

S e b a s t i a n   S t r o m e . 

 '  

D i s a p p e a r a n c e . 

M y   M is c e ll a n ie s . 

H e a r t   a n d   S c ie n c e . 

D u s t . 

T h e   S p e c t r e   o f   1I.0

T h e  W o m a n  In  W h i t e   “ I  S a y   N o ." 

F o r t u n e ’s   F o o l. 

C a m e r a . 

T h e   M o o n s to n e . 

L i t t l e   N o v e l s . 

B y   S I R   A R T H U R   H E L P S . 

M a n   a n d  W i f e . 

T h e   E v i l   G e n iu s . 

I v a n   d e   B lr o n . 

P o o r   M is s   F ln o h . 

T h e   L e g a c y   o f  C a i n . 

B y   M R S .   A L F R E D   H U N T . 

M is s   o r   M r s .  ? 

A   R o g u e 's  L i f e , 

T h e   L e a d e n   C a s k e t .   |  S e lf - C o n d e m n e d  

T h e   N e w   M a g d a l e n . 

i  B li n d   L o v e . 

T h a t   O t h e r   P e r s o n . 
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B y   I S A A C   H E N D E R S O N . 

B y   E .  C .  P R I C E . 

A g a t h a   P a g e . 

V a l e n t i n a

I  T h e   F o r e i g n e r s . 

M r s . 

B y   K .  A S H E   K I N G . 

L a n c a s t e r  8  R iv a l . 

A   D r a w n   G a m e . 

B y   R I C H A R D   P R Y C E . 

“   T h e   W e a r i n g   o f   t h e   G r e e n . ” 

M is s   M a x w e l l ’ s   A f f e c t i o n s . 

* 

B y   E .  L Y N N   L I N T O N . 

B y   C H A R L E S   R E A D E . 

P a t r i c i a   K e m b a l l . 

P a s t o n   C a r o w . 

I t   i s   N e v e r   T o o   L a t e   T h e   A u t o b i o g r a p h y

,  U n d e r   W h i c h   L o r d ? 

T h e   A t o n e m e n t  

o f

t o   M e n d , 

o f   a   T h ie f . 

" M y   L o v e l ” 

L e a m   D u n d a s . 

H a r d   C a s h . 

P u t   Y o u r s e l f   i n   H is

lo n e . 

T h e  W o r ld  W e l l   L o s t

P e g   W o ff in g t o n . 

P l a c e . 

S o w i n g   t h e   W in d . 

C h r is t i e   J o h n s t o n e . 

T e r r i b l e   T e m p t a t i o n  

G r if f it h   G a u n t . 

T h e  W a n d e r i n g  H e ir .  1 

B y   H E N R Y   W .  L U C Y . 

F o u l P l a y . 

A   S im p le t o n . 

G id e o n   F l e y c e . 

T h e  D o u b le  M a r r i a g e  

A   W o m a n - H a t e r . 

I

B y   j u s t i n   M c C a r t h y . 

L o v e   M e   L i t t l e ,   L o v e   S i n g l e h e a r t  

a n d   1 

A   F a i r   S a x o n . 

T h e  

W a t e r d a l e  

M e   L o n g . 

D o u b le f a c e . 

L i n l e y   R o c h i o r d . 

N e ig h b o u r s . 

T h e   C l o i s t e r   a n d   t h e  

T h e   J ilt . 

M is s   M is a n t h r o p e . 

M y   E n e m y ’s   D a u g h 

H e a r t h . 

G o o d   S t o r i e s . 

D o n n a   Q u ix o t e . 

t e r . 

C o u r s e  o f  T r u e   L o v e . 

A   P e r i lo u s   S e c r e t . 

M a i d   o f  A t h e n s . 

D e a r  L a d y   D is d a in  

A   P e r i lo u s   S e c r e t . 

R e a d i a n a . 

. 

C a m io l a . 

C o m e t   o f   a   S e a s o n . 

B y   M R S .   J .   H .  R I D D E L L . 

B y   A G N E S   M A C D O N E L L . 

T h e   P r i n c e   o f   W a l e s ’s   G a r d e n   P a r t y . 

Q u a k e r   C o u s in s . 

W e i r d   S t o r ie s . 

B y   D .  C H R I S T I E   M U R R A Y . 

B y   A M K L I E   R I V E S . 

A  L i f e ’s   A t o n e m e n t . 

B y   t h e   G a t e   o f   t h e

B a r b a r a   D e r in g . 

J o s e p h ’s   C o a t . 

S e a . 

1 

B y   F .  W .  R O B I N S O N . 

C o a l s   o f  F i r e . 

A  

B i t  

o f  

H u m a n  

T h e  H a n d s   o f  J u s t ic e . 

V a l   S t r a n g e . 

N a t u r e . 

B y   W .  C L A R K   R U S S E L L . 

H e a r t s . 

F i r s t  P e r s o n S i n g u l a r   A n   O c e a n   T r a g e d y .  |  M y  S h ip m a te  L o u ise A   M o d e l  F a t h e r . 

C y n i c   F o r t u n e . 

A l o n e   o n   a   W i d e  W i d e   S e a . 

O ld   B l a z e r ’ s   H e r o . 

W a y   o f  t h e   W o r ld . 

B o b   M a r t i n   8  L i t i l e   G ir l. 

B y   J O H N   S A U N D E R S . 

B o u n d   t o   t h e   W h e e l.  I  T h e   T w o   D r e a m e r s . 

C H R I S T I E   M U R R A Y   &   H .  H E R M A N . 

G u y   W a t e r m a n . 

|  T h e  L io n  i n   t h e  P a t h .   | 

T h e   B is h o p s ’  B i b le . 

|  P a u l   J o n e s ’s   A l i a s . 

B y   K A T H A R I N E   S A U N D E k S . 

B y   H U M E   N  I S  B E T . 

M a r g a r e t  &  E l i z a b e t h   I  T h e   H ig h   M ills . 

" B a i l   U p   S  ’

,  G id e o n ’ s   R o c k . 

|  S e b a s t i a n . 

B y   G E O R G E S   O H  N E T . 

H e a r t   S a l v a g e . 

A   W e i r d   G i f t . 

B y   L U K E   S H A R P . 

B y   M R S .   O L I P H A N T . 

I n   a   S t a a m e r   C h a ir . 

W h i t e l a d l e s . 

B y   H A W L E Y   S M A R T . 

W i t h o u t   L o v e   o r   L i c e n c e . 

B y   O U 1D A . 

B y   R .  A .  S T E R N  D A L E . 

H e ld   i n   B o n d a g e . 

I n   a   W i n t e r   C i t y . 

T h e   A f g h a n   K n i f e . 

S t r a t h m o r e . 

A r ia d n e . 

B y   B E R T H A   T H O M A S . 

C h a n d o s . 

F r ie n d s h ip . 

P r o u d   M a i s i e . 

|  T h e   V i o l i n - P l a y e r

U n d e r   T w o   F l a g s . 

M o t h s . 

| 

O t h m a r . 

I d a l i a . 

P i p i s t r e l lo . 

B y   A N T H O N Y   T R O L L O P E . 

C e c i l  C a s t l e m a i n e ’s  

A   v i l l a g e   C o m m u n e . 

T h e   W a y   W e   L i v e  

K e p t   i n   t h e   D a r k . 

G a g e . 

I n   M a i e m m a . 

N o w  

M r.  S c a r b o r o u g h ’s

T r i c o t r i n . 

| 

P u c k . 

B im b i. 

| 

W a n d a . 

F r a u   F r o h m a n n . 

F a m i l y . 

F o l le   F a r i n e . 

F r e s c o e s . 

M a r i o n   F a y . 

T h e   L a n d - L e a g u e r s . 

A   D o g   o f   F la n d e r s . 

P r i n c e s s   N a p r a x i n e . 

B y   F R A N C E S   E .   T R O L L O P E . 

T w o   L i t t l e   W o o d e n  

G u ild e r o y . 

A n n e   F u r n e s s . 

|  M a b e l’ s   P r o g r e s s . 

S h o e s . 

S y r l i n .   |  R u ffin o . 

L i k e   S h ip s   u p o n   t h e   S e a . 

P a s c a l  e l. 

| 

S i g n a . 

S a n t a   B a r b a r a . 

B y   I V A N   T U R G E N I E F F ,   e tc . 

S t o r i e s   f r o m   F o r e i g n   N o v e l is t s . 

B y   M A R G A R E T   A .  P A U L . 

B y   M A R K   T W A I N . 

G e n t l e   a n d   S im p le . 

T h e   A m e r i c a n   C la im a n t . 

B y   J A M E S   P A Y N . 

B y   C .  C .  F R A S E R - T Y T L E R . 

L o s t  S i r  M a s s i n g b e r d   B y   P r o x y . 

M is t r e s s   J u d i t h . 

L e s s  

B l a c k  

t h a n   H ig h   S p ir it s . 

B y   S A R A H   T Y T L E R . 

W e ’r e   P a i n t e d . 

U n d e r  O n e   R o o f. 

T h e   B r i d e ’s   P a s s . 

I  L a d y   B e ll. 

A  C o n f id e n t ia l A g e n t   F r o m   E x i l e . 

B l a c k h a l l   G h o s t s . 

|  B u r ie d   D ia m o n d s . 

G r a p e   f r o m   a   T h o r n .  G lo w - w o r m   T a l e s . 

B y   J O H N   S T R A N G E   W I N T E R . 

I n   P e r i l  &   P r i v a t i o n . 

T a l k   o f  t h e   T o w n . 

A   S o ld ie r ’s   C h ild r e n . 

T h e   M y s t e r y   o f   M ir*   H o l i d a y   T a s k s . 

B y   M A R G A R E T   W Y N M A N . 

b r id g e . 

T h e   B u r n t   M illio n . 

M y   F l i r t a t i o n s . 

T h e   C a n o n ’s   W a r d . 

W o r d   a n d   W i l l . 

B y   E M I L E   Z O L A . 

W a l t e r ’s  W o r d . 

S u n n y   S t o r ie s . 

T h e   D o w n f a ll . 

1  T h e   D r e a m . 

 2] 
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P R E F A C E . 

J  h a v e   c o lle c te d   in   t h is   v o lu m e   s u ch   o f   m y   m o re   re c e n t s h o rt  s to rie s   us  seem ed  to   m o   to   possess  th e   b e st  c la im   to lit e r a r y   tre a tm e n t. 

T h e y   a re   m o s tly   th o s e   w h ic h   h a v o  

been  w r it t e n   m o re   o r  less  to   ple a se   m y s e lf,  a n d   n o t  to please  th e   e d ito r   o f  t h is   o r  t h a t   p e rio d ic a l.  O th e rs ,  h o w e ve r,  a re   c a s t  as  a  sop  to   C e rb e ru s. 

T h e   f ir s t   o n   th e   l is t ,   “ I v a n   G r e e t’s  M a s te rp ie c e ,”   w a s o r ig in a lly   p u b lis h e d   in   th e    G ra p h ic.  

I   s e n t  i t ,   I   confess, 

in   fe a r  a n d   t r e m b lin g ,   a n d   w as  a g re e a b ly   s u rp ris e d   w h e n I   fo u n d   th e   e d it o r   h a d   th e   b o ld n e ss   to   p r i n t   i t   u n a lte re d . 

T w o   o f  th e  o th e r  s to rie s  h e ro   g iv e n   to   th e  w o r ld , h o w e v e r, m e t w i t h   less  g o o d   fo r tu n e  :  “  T h e   S ix t h  C o m m a n d m e n t" 

a n d   “   T h e   M is s in g   L in k . ” 

T h is   is   t h e i r   f ir s t   p u b lic  

a p p e a ra n c e   on   a n y  sta g e. 

T h e y   w e re   s e n t  ro u n d   to   e v e ry  

m a g a z in e   in   w h ic h   th e y   possessed  th e   g h o s t  o f   a  c h a n c e ; b u t,  as  u s u a lly   h a p p e n s   w h e n   o lio   w r it e s   a n y t h in g   in w h ic h   o ne  fe e ls   m o re   th a n   o r d in a r y   p e rs o n a l  in te r e s t, th e y   w e re   u n a n im o u s ly   d e c lin e d   b y   th e   w h o le   p re s s   o f L o n d o n . 

H it h e r t o ,  I   h a v e   been  in   th e   h a b it   o f c r e m a tin g in   one  a n n u a l  h o lo c a u s t  a ll  s u c h   s tillb o r n   c h ild r e n   o f   m y
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im a g in a t io n ;  h e n c e fo rth   I   s h a ll  k e e p   t h e i r   p o o r  l i t t l e corpses  b y   m y   s id e ,  a n d   e m b a lm   th e m   fr o m   tim e   to   tim e in   an  e x p e r im e n ta l  v o lu m e   o f   R e je c te d   E ffo rts . 

O f   th e   o ilie r   p ie ces  h e ro   s u b m itte d   to   t lio   re a d e r, 

“  K a r o n  ”   f ir s t   a p p e a re d   in   th e    G ra p h ic ;   “  P a llin g h u rs t, B a rro w ,”   in   th e    Illu s tra te d   Lon don   N e w s ;   “  T h e   A b b e ’s R e p e n ta n ce ,”   in  th e   C ontem porary R e v ie w ;   “  ( 'la n d ©  T y a c k ’s O rd e a l,”   “ T h e   P o t- b o ile r ,”   a n d   “ M e lis s a ’s  T o u r , ”   in L o n g m a n s ’  M a g a z in e ;   “   T o m ’s  W if e , ”   in   th e    N o v e l  R eview   ;  

“  T lio   G r e a t  R u b y   R o b b e ry  ”   a n d   “   T h e   C o n s c ie n tio u s B u r g la r , ”   in   th o    S tra n d   M a g a zin e  ;   “   A   S o c ia l  D if f ic u lt y , ” 

in   th e    C o r n h ill;   “ T h e   C h in e s e   P la y   a t   th e   H a y m a r k e t ” 

a n d   “  M y   C ir c u la r   T o u r , ”   in    B e lg ra v ia   ;   a n d   “  T h e   M in o r P o e t,”   in   th e    Speaker.  

M y   th a n k s   a re   d ue  to   th o   e d ito rs  

a n d   p ro p rie to r s   o f   th o s e   p e rio d ic a ls   f o r   k in d   p e rm is s io n to   r e p r in t   th e m   h e re . 

M a n y   o f   th e s e   s to rie s   1  lik e   m y s e lf. 

I   h op e   “  T h e  

P o t- b o ile r  ”   a n d   “  T h e   M in o r   P o e t ”   m a y   s o fte n   th e   h a rd h e a rt  o f   th o   m a n   w h o   re v ie w s   m e  fo r   th o    N a tio n a l Observer. 

G .  A . 

Hotel  no  Cai>,  A ntibes, 

 March,   1893. 
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/  VAN  G R E E T S   MASTERPIECE. 

I . 

’ T was  u t  s u p p e r  a t  C h a rlie   P o w e ll's   ;  e v e r y   o n e   th e re a d m itte d   C h a rlio   w as  in   s p le n d id   fo r m . 

H is   a u d a c ity  

b ro k e   th e   re c o rd . 

H o   ro m a n c e d   a w a y   w i t h   e ve n   m o re  

th a n   h is   u s u a l  b r i l l i a n t   re c kle s sn e s s . 

T r u t h   a n d   fic tio n  

b lo n d c d   w e ll  in   h is   a n im a te d   a c c o u n t  o f   h is   d a y ’s  a d v e n tu re s .  H o   h a d   lu n c h e d   t h a t   m o r n in g   w i t h   th e   n e w ly -  

a p p o in te d   e d ito r   o f   a  h ig h -c la s s   jo u r n a l  fo r   th e   h om o c ir c le — c ir c u la t io n   e x c e e d in g   h a lf   a  m i l l i o n — a u d   h a d re tu r n e d   a ll  a g o g   w i t h   th o   g lo rio u s   p ro s p e c t  o f   u n to ld w e a lth   o p e n in g   fre s h   b e fo re   h im . 

So  lie   d is c o u n te d   h is  

success  b y   i n v i t i n g   a  dozen  frie n d s   to   c h a m p a g n e   a n d lo b s te r-s a la d   a t  h is   ro o m s   in   S t.  J a m e s ’s,  a nd  h e ld   f o r th to   th e m ,  a ft e r   h is   w o n t,  i n   a  r a m b lin g   m o n o lo g u e . 

“  W h e n   I   g o t  to   th o   h o u se ,”   he  s a id   a ir i l y ,   p o is in g   a c h a m p a g n e -g la s s   h a lfw a y   u p   in   h is   h a n d ,  “ w i t h   th e m o d e st  e x p e c ta tio n   o f  a  c h o p   a n d   a  p in t   o f   p o r te r   in   th o d o m e s tic   r i n g — im a g in e   m y   s u r p r is e   a t  f in d in g   m y s e lf f o r t h w i t h   s ta n d in g   b e fo re   th e   g a te s   o f a n   O r ie n t a l  p ala ce  

— s m a ll,  u n d e n ia b ly   s n iff 11,  a  b ijo u   in   it s   w a y ,  b u t   s t i l l , w it h o u t   d o u b t,  a  v e r ita b lo   p ala ce . 

I   to u c h e d   th e   e le c tric  

b e ll. 

H i,   p re s to   !  a t  m y   to u c h   th o   d o o r  fle w   o p e n   as  i f b y   m a g ic ,  a n d   d is c lo s e d — a  C irc a s s ia n   s la v e , in  a b e c o m in g co s tu m e    a  la  L ib e r t y   in   L o g o u t  S tre e t,  a n d   s m ilin g   lik e
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th o   a d v e r tis e m e n t  o f   a  p a to n t  d e n t i f r i c e !  I   g aspe d o u t--------” 

“  B u t   h o w   d id   y e   k n o w   she  w a s   a  C irc a s s ia n ? ”   l ’a d d y O ’C o n n o r  in q u ir e d ,  i n t e r r u p t in g   h im   b ru s q u e ly . 

( H is  

n a m e   w a s  r e a lly   F r a n c is   X a v ie r   O ’C o n n o r,  b u t   th e y c a lle d   h im   “   B a d d y   ”   f o r   s h o rt,  j u s t   to   m a r k   h is   C e ltic o r ig in . )

C h a r lie   B o w e ll  s m ile d   a  c o n te m p tu o u s ly   c o n d e s c e n d in g s m ilo . 

l i e   w a s   th e n   o n   th e   b o o m ,  as  c h ie f   lit e r a r y   lio n . 

“ H o w   d o   I   k n o w   y e ’re   an  O ir is k in a n ,  B a d d y ? ”   ho a n s w e re d ,  h a r d ly   h e e d in g   th o   in t e r r u p tio n . 

“  B y   h e r 

a c c e n t,  m y   d e a r  b o y ;  h e r   p u re ,  u n a d u lte ra te d   C irc a s s ia n a c c e n t !  ‘ I s   M r .  M o r r is o n   a t  h o m e  ? ’  I   g aspe d   o u t  to   th e V is io n   o f   B e a u ty . 

T h o   V is io n   o f   B e a u ty   s m ile d   a n d  

n o d d e d — h e r  E n g lis h   b e in g   c h ie fly   c o n fin e d   to   s m ile s , w i t h   a  C irc a s s ia n   f la v o u r ;   a n d   le d   m e  o n   b y   d e g re e s  in t o th e   g r e a t  m a n ’s  p rese nce . 

I   m o u n te d   a  s ta ir ,  w i t h   a 

s ta in e d -g la s s   w in d o w   a ll   y e llo w s   a n d   b ro w n s ,  v e r y   lin o a n d   B u rn e -J o n e s e y ;  I   passed  th r o u g h   a  d r a w in g - r o o m   in th e   S ta m b o u l  s t y le — couches,  ru g s ,  a n d   d ra p e rie s ;  a n d a ft e r   v a r io u s   c o r rid o rs — B y z a n tin e ,  B e rs ia n ,  M o o r is h — I re a c h e d   a t   la s t  a  s o r t  o f a rc a d e d   a lc o v e  a t  th e   f u r t h e r   e nd, w h e re   tw o   m e n   la y   r e c lin in g   on   a n   E a s te rn   d iv a n — one, a  fez  on   h is   h ea d, p u l l i n g   h a rd   a t  a  c h ib o u q u e  ;  th o   o th e r , b a re -h e a d e d ,  b u r b lin g   s m o k o   t h r o u g h   a  h o o k a h . 

T h o  

b a re -h e a d e d   one  rose  :  ‘  M r .   B o w e ll,’  says  ho,  w a v in g   h is h a n d   to   p re s e n t  m e ,  ‘  M y   f r ie n d ,  M a c p h e rs o n   B s a h a !  ’ 

I  

b o w e d ,  a n d   lo o k e d   u n c o n c e rn e d .  I   w a n te d   th e m   to   t h i n k I ’d   liv e d   a ll  m y   l i f e   h o b -n o b b in g   w i t h   B a slia s. 

W e ll,   w o  

ta lk e d   fo r   a  w h ilo   a b o u t  th o   w e a th e r  a n d   th o   c ro p s ,  a n d th o   m u rd e r  a t  M ilo   E n d ,  a n d   th o   s ta te   o f   Is la m   ;  w h e n , p re s e n tly ,  o f   a  s u d d e n ,  M o r r is o n   c la p s   h is   h a n d s — so—  

a n d   a n o th e r  C irc a s s ia n   s la v o ,  s t i l l   m o re   b e a u t if u l,   e n te rs . 

“  ‘ L u n c h ,  h o u r i, ’  says  M o rris o n . 

“  1 T h o   e ffe n d i  is   s e rv e d ,’  says  th o   C irc a s s ia n . 

“ A n d   dow’ n   w o   w e n t   to   th e   d in in g -r o o m . 

B o m b a y
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b la c k -w o o d ,  e v e ry  in c h   o f i t ,  in l a i d   w i t h   iv o r y .   V e n e tia n g la s s   on  th e   t a b l o ;  s o lid   s ilv e r   o n   th e   s id e b o a rd .  O n ly us th re o ,  i f  y o u   p lease,  to   lu n c h   ;  b u t   e v e r y t h in g   as  s p ic k a n d   span  as  i f  th e   P rin c e   w a s   o f  th e   c o m p a n y .  T h e  th re o C irc a s s ia n  sla v e s ,  in   L ib e r t y   caps, s to o d   b e h in d   o u r   c h a irs  

— ono  goddess  a p ie c e — a n d   lo o k e d   a fte r  us r o y a lly .   C h o p s a n d   p o rte r, in d e e d ! 

I t   w a s   a  b a n q u e t  f o r   a  p o e t ;  Iv a n  

G re e t  s h o u ld   h a v e   been  t h e r e ;   h e ’d   h a v e   m u g g e d   u p   an ode  a b o u t  i t . 

C le a r  t u r t l e   a n d   C lia b lis — th o   v e r y   b e s t 

b ra n d  ;  th e n   s m e lts   a n d  s w e e tb re a d s  ;  n e x t  la m b   a n d  m in t s a u c e ;  o rto la n s  o n   to a s t  ;   ic e - p u d d in g   ;  fre s h   s tr a w b e rr ie s . 

A   g u in e a   each,  s tr a w b e rr ie s ,  I   g iv o   y o u   m y   w o rd , ju s t n o w   a t   C o v e n t  G a rd e n . 

O h ,  m a m m a !  w h a t   a  lu n c h , 

b o y s ! 

T h e   Ile b e s   p o u re d   c h a m p a g n e   f r o m   a  g o ld e n fla g o n   ;  t h a t   is   to   say,  a t  a n y   ra te  ” — f o r   P a d d y ’s  e ye  w as u p o n   h im — “   th e   n e c k   o f   th e   b o t t le   w a s   w ra p p e d   in   g i l t t i n f o i l.   A n d   a ll   th o   t im e   M o r r is o n   t a lk e d — g re a t  g u n s , h o w   h o   t a l k e d ! 

I   n e v e r  h e a rd   a n y t h in g   i n   m y   li f e   to  

e q u a l  i t . 

T h e   m a n ’s  b e e n   e v e ry w h e re ,  fr o m   P e ru   to  

S ib e ria . 

T h e   m a n ’ s  b e e n   e v e r y t h in g ,   fr o m   a  c o w b o y   to   a c o m m u n a rd . 

M y   h a ir   s to o d   o n   e n d   w i t h   h a lf   th e   t h in g s ho  s a id   to   m o ;  a n d   I   h a v e n ’ t   g o t  h a ir   so  e a s ily   ra is e d   as som e  p e o p le ’s. 

M a s   I   p re p a re d   to   s e ll  m y   s o u l  fo r  S a x o n  

g o ld   a t  th o   m a g n ific e n t  r a to   o f   fiv o   g u in e a s   a  c o lu m n  ? 

W a s   I   p re p a re d   to  ju m p   o u t  o f  m y   s k in   ! 

I   c h o k e d   w i t h  

d e lig h t. 

H a d n ’t   I   s o ld   i t   a ll   a lo n g   to   th e   e n e m ie s   o f W a le s   f o r   a  m is e ra b le   p itta n c e   o f  t h i r t y  s h illin g s  ?  W h a t d id   h e   w a n t  m o   to   d o ? 

W h y ,  c o n t r ib u t e   t h i r d   le a d e rs —  

y o u  k n o w  th e   k in d   o f  t h i n g — to o tle s  o n  th e  p e n n y - tr u m p e t a b o u t  ir r e le v a n t   ite m s   o f   n o n - p o lit ic a l  n o w s — th e   w i t   a n d h u m o u r  o f  th e   f a ir ,  b e s t  d o m e s tic  s ty le , in fo rm e d   t h r o u g h o u t  w i t h   w id e   g e n e ra l  c u ltu r e . 

A n   a llu s io n   to   A r is t o p h a n e s  ;  a  p a s s in g   h in t   a t   B a b o la is  ;  w h a t   L u c ia n   w o u ld h a v e   s a id   to   h is   frie n d s   o n   t h is   th e m e ;  h o w   th o   r o w   a t th e  S c h o o l  B o a rd   w o u ld   h a v e   a ffe c te d   S am   J o h n s o n . 

“ ‘ B u t   y o u   m u s t  re m e m b e r,  M r .  P o w e ll, ’  says M o rris o n , 
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w it h  a n   u n c tu o u s   s m ile ,  ‘ th e   g r e a te r   p a r t   o f  o u r  re a d e rs a r e — w e ll,   n o t   to   p u t   i t   to o   fin e — c o u n t r y   s q u ire s   a n d c o n s e rv a tiv e   D is s e n te rs .  Y o u r  a r tic le s   m u s tn ’ t   h u r t   t h e ir fe e lin g s   o r  p re ju d ic e s . 

G o   w a r ily ,   w a r il y   ! 

Y o u   m u s t 

s tic k   to   th e   g e n e ra l  p o lic y   o f   th e   p a p e r,  a n d   he  te n d e r ly re s p e c tfu l  to   J o h n   W e s le y ’s  m e m o r y .” 

“ ‘ S ir,’  said   I ,   s m a c k in g   h is   h a n d , ‘ fo r   fiv e   g u in e a s a  c o lu m n   I ’d   ho  te n d e r ly   re s p e c tfu l  to   K in g A h a b  h im s e lf, i f   y o u   c a re d   to   in s is t  u p o n   i t . 

Y o u   m a y   c o u n t  on  m y  

w r i t i n g  w h a te v e r ru b b is h   y o u  d e s ire   f o r  th e  n u rs e ry  m in d . ’ 

A n d   I   passed  fro m   h is   d in in g - r o o m   in t o   th e   e n c h a n te d a lco ve . 

“  B u t   b e fo re   I   le f t ,   m y   d e a r  Iv a n , I ’d   h e a rd   s u c h   t h in g s as  I   n e v e r  h e a rd   b e fo re ,  a n d   been  p ro m is e d   s u c h   p a y   as seem ed  to   m e   t h is   m o r n in g   b e y o n d   th o   d re a m s   o f   a va ric e . 

A n d   o h ,  w h a t   a  c h a r a c te r ! 

‘ W h e n   I   w a s  a   s la v e   a t

K h a r to u m ,’  th e   m a n   s a id ;   o r  ‘ W h e n   I   w a s   a  s c h o o lm a s te r  in   T e x a s ; ’  ‘ W h e n   I   liv e d   as  a  s tu d e n t  u p   fiv e flo o rs   a t  H e id e lb e r g ; ’  o r  ‘ W h e n   I   ra n   a w a y   w i t h   F e lix P y a t   fr o m  th e  V e r s a illa is   ; ’  t i l l   I   b e g a n   to   t h i n k   ’ tw a s   th e  

"W a n d e rin g   J e w   h im s e lf   com e  to   lif e   a g a in   in   K n ig h t s -  

b rid g e . 

A t   la s t,  a ft e r   coffee  a n d   c ig a re tte s   o n   a  C a iro t r a y — w i t h   re m in is c e n c e s   o f   P a ra g u a y — 1  e m e rg e d   on  th o s tre e t,  a n d   saw   e re c t  b e fo re   m y   eyes  a  g re a t  ro u n d C o lo sse u m . 

I   seem ed  s o m e h o w   to   ro c o g n i/.e   i t . 

‘ T h is   is 

 nut  B a g d a d ,  th e n , ’  I   s a id   t o   m y s e lf,  r u b b i n g   m y   e ye s   v e r y h a r d — fo r  I   t h o u g h t  I   m u s t  h a v e   bee n   w a fte d   som e c e n tu rie s   o ff, on a n   e n c h a n te d   c a rp e t.  T h e n   1  lo o k e d   once m o re . 

Y e s ,  su re   e n o u g h ,  i t    was  th e   A lb e r t   H a ll. 

A n d  

 th ere  w a s   t h e   M e m o r ia l  w i t h   i t s   g o ld e n   im a g e . 

I   ru b b e d  

m y   e ye s  a  second  tim e ,  a n d   h a ile d   a  h a n s o m — f o r   th e re w o re   h a n so m s  a b o u t,  a n d   p o lic e m e n ,  a n d   b ab ies. 

‘ T h a n k  

H e a v e n  1  ’  l   c rie d   a lo u d  ;  ‘ a fte r   a ll,   t h is    is  L o n d o n   !  ’ ” 
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I I . 

“ I t ’s  a  m o s t  r e g r e tta b le   i n c i d e n t ! ”   Iv a n   G re e t  s a id s o le m n ly . 

T h e   re s t  tu r n e d   a n d   lo o k e d . 

I v a n   G re e t  w a s   t h e ir  

p oe t. 

H e   w as  t a l l   a n d   t h in ,   w i t h   s tra n g e ,  w is t f u l  eyes, s o m e w h a t  f u r t i v e   in   to n e ,  a n d   a  k e e n ,  s h a rp   face,  a n d la n k ,  lo n g   h a ir   t h a t   f e ll  loose  o n   h is   s h o u ld e rs . 

I t   w a s   a 

p o in t  w i t h   t h is   h a ir   to  be  a lw a y s   a b n o r m a lly   d a m p   a n d m o is t,  w i t h   a  s o r t  o f  u n n a t u r a l  a n d   im p a lp a b le   m o is tu re . 

T h e   l i t t l e   c o te rie   o f   a u th o rs   a n d   a r tis ts   to   w h ic h   I v a n b e lo n g e d   re g a rd e d   h im   in d e e d   w i t h   n o   s m a ll  re s p e c t,  as a  g re a t  m a n    manque.   N a tu r e ,  t h e y   k n o w ,  h a d   d e s ig n e d h im   f o r   a n   im m o r ta l  b a rd   ;  c irc u m s ta n c e s   h a d   tu r n e d   h im in t o  an   o cc a sio n a l jo u r n a lis t .   B u t   to   th e m ,  ho   re p re s e n te d A r t   fo r   A r t ’s  sake. 

So  w h e n   I v a n   s a id   s o le m n ly ,  “  I t ’s  a 

m o s t  r e g r e tta b le   in c id e n t,”   e v e ry   e ye  in   th e   ro o m   tu r n e d a n d   s ta re d   a t   h im   in   c o n c e rt. 

“ W h y   so,  m e  d e a r  f e llo w ? ”   P a d d y   O 'C o n n o r  a ske d, o p e n -e y e d . 

“   I   c a ll  i t   m a g n if ic e n t ! ” 

B u t   I v a n   G re e t  a n s w e re d   w a r m ly ,   “ B eca use   i t ’ l l   ta k e h im   s t i l l   f u r t h e r   a w a y   th a n   o v e r  fro m   h is   w o r k   in   lif e , w h ic h   y o u   a n d   I   k n o w   is   scie n ce   a n d   p h ilo s o p h y .” 

“ A n d   y e r   o w n   g ra n d   e p ic ? ”   P a d d y   s u g g e s te d ,  w i t h a  s m a rt  s m ile ,  p o u n c in g   d o w n   l i k e   a  h a w k   u p o n   h im . 

I v a n   G r e e t  c o lo u re d — p o s itiv e ly   c o lo u re d — -“ b lu s h e d v is ib ly   to   th e   n a k e d   e y e ,”   as  P a d d y   o b s e rv e d   a fte rw a rd s , in   r e c o u n tin g   th e   in c id e n t  to   h is   f a m ilia r   fr ie n d   a t  th e U n it e d   B o h e m ia n s . 

B u t   h e   s to o d   h is   g ro u n d   lik e   a  m a n  

a n d   a  p o e t  f o r   a ll  th a t. 

“  M y   o w n   e p ic   is n ’ t   w r it t e n   y e t  

— p r o b a b ly   n e v e r   w ill  be  w r i t t e n , ”   he  a n s w e re d ,  a fte r   a pause,  w i t h   q u ie t   firm n e s s . 

“   I   g iv e   u p   to   th e    D a ily  

 Teleph on e  w h a t   w a s   m e a n t  f o r   m a n k i n d :  I   a c k n o w le d g e i t   fre e ly . 

S t i l l ,   I ’m   s o r r y   w h e n   I   see  a n y   o th e r   g o o d m a n — a n d   m o s t  o f   a ll   C h a rlie   P o w e ll— c o m p e lle d   to   lose
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h is   o w n   s o u l  th e   sam o  w a y   I   m y s e lf  h a v e   d o n e .” 

H o  

p aused  a n d   lo o k e d   ro u n d .  “   H o y s ,"  h o   sa id ,  a d d re s s in g th e   ta b le ,  “ in   th e s e   d a y s ,  i f   a n y   m a n   has  a n y t h in g   o u t o f   th e   c o m m o n   to   s a y ,  h e   m u s t  be  r ic h   a n d   h is   o w n m a s te r,  o r  h e   w o n ’ t   be  a llo w e d   to   sa y  i t . 

I f  lie ’s  p o o r,  ho  

has  f ir s t   to   e a rn   h is   l i v i n g ;  a n d   to   e a rn   h is   l i v i n g   h e ’s c o m p e lle d   to   do   w o r k   he   doesn’ t   w a n t   to   d o — w o r k   t h a t s tifle s   th e   t h in g s   w h ic h   b u r n   a n d   s tr u g g le   fo r   u tte ra n c e w i t h i n   h im .   T h e   'e d it o r   is   th e   m a n   w h o   ru le s   th e s it u a t io n ;  a n d   w h a t   th e   e d ito r   a sks  is   goo d   p a y in g m a tte r . 

G o o d   p a y in g   m a tte r   C h a rlie   ca n   g iv e   h im ,  o f c o u rs e   :  C h a r lie   c a n   g iv e   h im ,   th a n k   H e a v e n ,  w h a te v e r h e   a sks  fo r . 

B u t   t h is   h a c k - w o r k   w i l l   d r a w   h im   f u r th e r a n d   f u r t h e r   a fie ld   fro m   th e   w o r k   in   li f e   fo r  w h ic h   G o d m a d o   h im — th e   p h ilo s o p h ic a l  r e c o n s titu tio n   o f   th o   w o r ld a n d   th e   u n iv e r s e   f o r   th o   t w e n t ie t h   c e n tu ry . 

A n d   t h a t ’s 

w h y   I   s a y — a n d   I   sa y  i t   a g a in — a  m o s t  r e g r e tta b le in c id e n t !  ” 

C h a rlie   P o w e ll  s e t  d o w n   h is   g la ss  o f   c h a m p a g n e   u n ta s te d .  I v a n   G re e t  w a s   re g a rd e d   b y   h is   n a r r o w   l i t t l e c irc le   o f jo u r n a lis t ic   associates  as  s o m e th in g   o f  a   p r o p h e t; a n d   h is   w o rd s ,  s o le m n ly   u tte re d ,  sob ered   C h a rlie   f o r   a w h ile — re c a lle d  h im  w it h  a b o u n d   to  h is  b e tte r  p e rs o n a lity . 

“ I v a n ’s  r i g h t , ”   ho   s a id   s lo w ly ,  n o d d in g   h is   h e a d   onco  o r tw ic e .  “ H e ’s  r i g h t ,  as  u s u a l. 

W e ’re   a ll  o f   u s  w a s tin g  

on   w e e k ly   m id d le s   th o   ta le n ts   G o d   g a v e   us  f o r   a  h ig h e r p u rp o s e . 

W o   k n o w   i t ,   e v e ry   m a n   J a c k   o f  u s. 

B u t  

H e a v e n   h e lp   us,  I   sa y,  I v a n   :  f o r   h o w   c a n   w c   h e lp   o u r s e lv e s  ?  W o   liv e   b y   b re a d . 

W e   m u s t  e a t  b re a d   fir s t,  o r 

h o w   can  w o   w r it e   e p ic s   o r  p h ilo s o p h ie s   a fte rw a rd s ?   T h is ago  d e m a n d s   o f us  th e   s a c rific e   o f   o u r  in d iv id u a lit ie s . 

I t  

w i l l   bo   b e t t e r   som e  d a y ,  p e rh a p s ,  w h e n   B e lla m y   a n d W i ll i a m   M o r r is   h a v e   re m o d e lle d   th e   w o r ld   :  l if e   w i l l   be s im p le r,  a n d   b a re   l i v i n g   e a sie r.  F o r   th e   p re s e n t  I   re s ig n m y s e lf to   in e v ita b le   fa te .  I ’l l   w r it e   m id d le s  f o r   M o rris o n , a n d   e a t  a n d   d r i n k ;  a n d   I ’l l   w a it   f o r   m y   p h ilo s o p h y   t i l l
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I ’m   r ic h   a n d   b a ld ,  a n d   h a v e   le is u re   to   w r it e   i t   in   m y   o w n h ir e d   houso  in   F i t z j o l i n ’s  A v e n u e .” 

I v a n   G re e t  g a z e d   a cross  a t  h im   w i t h   a  s e rio u s   lo o k   in th o s o   f u r t iv e   eyes. 

“ T h a t ’s  a ll  v e r y   w e ll  f o r    y o u ! "   he 

c rie d   h a lf   a n g r ily ,   in   a  s u d d e n   f la r in g   fo r th   o f   lo n g - 

s u p p re sse d   e m o tio n . 

“  P h ilo s o p h y   can   w a it   t i l l   a  m a n ’s 

r ic h   a n d   b a ld   ;  i t   g a in s   b y   w a i t i n g ;  i t ’s  th e   b e tte r   fo r m a t u r it y .   B u t   p o e tr y   !— a h,  th e re ,  I   h a te   to   t a lk   a b o u t i t ! 

W h o   ca n   b e g in   to   se t  a b o u t  h is   d iv in e   w o r k   w h e n lie ’s  tu r n e d   s ix t y   a n d   w o r n   o u t  b y   f o r t y   y e a rs   o f   u n c o n g e n ia l  le a d e rs ?   T h o   t h in g ’ s  p re p o s te ro u s . 

A   p o o t  m u s t 

w r it e   w h e n   lie ’s  y o u n g   a n d   p a s s io n a te ,  o r  n o t  a t  a ll. 

l i e  

m a y   g o   on   w r i t i n g   in   age ,  o f   course,  as  h is   b lo o d   g ro w s coo],  i f   h e ’s  k e p t   u p   th o   h a b it,   lik e   W o r d s w o r th   a n d T e n n y s o n   :  he  m a y   e v e n   le t   i t   lio   b y   o r  r u s t   fo r   a  tim e , lik e   M ilt o n   o r  G o e th e ,  a n d   re s u m e   i t   la te r ,  i f   h e   th r o w s h im s e lf  m e a n w h ile ,  h e a rt  a n d   s o u l,  in t o   som e  o th e r o c c u p a tio n   t h a t   c a rrie s   h im   a w a y   w i t h   i t   re s is tle s s ly   fo r th e   m o m e n t.;  b u t   s pe nd  h a lf  h is  lif e   in   d e g r a d in g  h is   s ty lo a n d   d e b a s in g   h is   g e n iu s   b y   w o r k in g   f o r   h ir e   a t  th e   b e c k a n d   c a ll  o f   a n   e d ito r— lose  h is   b i r t h r i g h t   lik e   t h a t,  a n d th e n   t u r n   a t  la s t  w i t h   th e   b a ld   head  y o u   sp e a k  a b o u t  to p o u r  f o r th   a t  s ix t y   h is   f r i g i d   ly r ic s — I   t e ll  y o u ,  C h a rlie , th o   t h i n g ’ s  im p o s s ib le   ! 

T h e   p o e t  m u s t  w o r k ,  th e   p o e t 

m u s t  a c q u ire   h is   h a b its   o f  t h o u g h t   a n d   s ty lo   a n d   e x p re s s io n   in   th e   v o lc a n ic   p e rio d   ;  i f   lie   w a its   t i l l   lio ’s  c ru s te d o v e r  a n d   e n c y s te d   w it h   age,  he   m a y   h a m m e r o u t  rh e to ric , ho   m a y   s t r in g   fre s h   rh y m e s ,  b u t   h e ’ l l   n e v e r,  n e v e r  g iv e u s   one  lin o   o f  r e a l  p o e tr y .” 

I I I . 

H e   s p o k o   w i t h   fie r y   zea l. 

I t   w a s  s e ld o m   I v a n   G re e t 

h a d  a n  o u tb r e a k  lik e  th is .  F o r  th e  m o s t p a r t  he  a cq uie sce d, 
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lik o   a ll  th o   re s t  o f  us,  in   th e   s u p re m o   d ic ta to r s h ip   o f 

.S u p p ly   a n d   D e m a n d — th o s o   e co n o m ic   g od s  o f   th o   m o d e rn b o o k -m a rk o t. 

B u t   n o w   a n d   a g a in   re b e llio u s   f its   cam e 

o v e r  h im ,  a n d   ho   k ic k e d   a g a in s t  th e   p r ic k s   w i t h   a ll  th o a n g r y   im p e tu o s ity   o f   a  b o rn   p o e t.  F o r   th o   re s t  o f   t h a t n ig h t   he  s a t  m o o d y  a n d   s ile n t. 

B la c k   b ile   co n s u m e d   h im . 

P a d d y   O ’C o n n o r  rose  a n d   san g   w i t h   h is   u s u a l  v e rv e   th o la s t  n e w   I r is h   c o m ic   s o n g   fro m   th e   m u s ic - h a lls ;  F r e d M o w b ra y ,  fro m   J a m a ic a ,  to ld   goo d   s to rie s  in   n e g ro   d ia le c t w i t h   h is   w o n te d   e x u b e ra n c e ;  C h a rle y   I ’ o w e ll  b u b b le d o v e r  w i t h   s p ir its   a n d   e p ig ra m s . 

B u t   Iv a n   G r c o t  s a t  a 

l i t t l e   a p a rt,  w i t h   s c a rc e ly   a  s m ile   on   h is   w is t f u l  fa c e ;  ho s a t  a n d   r u m in a te d . 

ITo  w a s   a n g r y   a t  h e a r t ;  th e   p o e tic  

te m p e ra m e n t  is   a  te m p e ra m e n t  o f  m o o d s ;  a n d   each  m o od , o nce   ro u se d ,  ta k e s   possession  f o r  th e  tim e   o f  a  m a n ’s  w h o le n a tu re . 

So  I v a n   re m a in e d   a n g r y ,  w i t h   a  re m o rs e fu l 

a n g e r ;  h e   w a s   a sh am e d   o f  h is  o w n   life , ash am e d   o f  f a llin g s h o r t  o f   h is   o w n   c h e ris h e d   id e a ls .  Y e t   h o w   c o u ld   ho h e lp   h im s e lf?   M a n , as  he  t r u l y   s a id , m u s t  liv e   b y   b re a d , th o u g h   n o t  b y   b re a d   a lo n e   ;  a  s u ffic ie n c y   o f   fo u d   is   s t i l l   a c o n d itio n -p re c e d e n t  o f  a r t is t ic   c re a tio n . 

Y o u   c a n ’ t   e a rn  

y o u r   liv e lih o o d   n o w a d a y s   b y   s tr in g in g   to g e th e r  rh y m e s , s t r in g   y o u   n e v e r  so  d e f t ly   ;  a n d   I v a n   h a d   n o t h in g   b u t h is p e n   to   e a rn   i t  w it h . 

H e  h a d   p r o s titu te d   t h a t   p e n   to  w r it e  

h a rm le s s   l i t t l e   essays  o n   s o c ia l  s u b je c ts   in   th e   m o n t h ly m a g a z in e s  ;  h is   b e tte r n a tu r e  re c o ile d   w i t h   h o r r o r   t o - n ig h t fro m   th o   th o u g h t  o f   t h a t   h a te fu l, t h a t  w ic k e d   p ro fa n a tio n . 

’ T w a s   a  n o is y   p a r t y . 

T h e y   b ro k e   u p   la te . 

F r e d  

M o w b r a y   w a lk e d   h o m o   a lo n g   P ic c a d illy   w it h   I v a n . 

I t  

w a s   one  o f th o s o   d u ll,   w e t  n ig h ts   in   th e   s tre e ts   o f   L o n d o n w h e n   e v e r y t h in g   g lis te n s   w i t h   a  d r e a r y   r e fle c tio n   fro m th e   p a llid   g a s -la m p s . 

T a l i !  w h a t   w e a t h e r ! 

T o   F r e d , 

W e s t- In d ia n   b o rn ,  i t   w a s   u t t e r l y   h id e o u s. 

H e   t a lk e d   as 

th e y   w e n t  a lo n g   o f   th e   w a r m th ,  th e   s u n s h in e ,  th e   b re a d th o f  sjia ce ,  th e   ease  o f   li v i n g ,   in   h is   n a tiv e   is la n d s . 

W h a t  

a  c o n tra s t  b e tw e e n   th o s e   s lo p p y   p a v e m e n ts ,  t h ic k   w i t h
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y e llo w   m u d ,  a n d   th e  s u n -s m itte n   h ills id e s ,  c la d   in   c h a n g e less  g re e n ,  w h e re   th o   h a p p y   n ig g e r   la y   b a s k in g   a n d s p r a w lin g   a ll   d a y   lo n g   o n   h is   b a c k   in   th e   m id s t  o f  h is p la in ta in   p a tc h e s,  w h ilo   th e   b o u n t if u l  s u n   d id   th e   h a rd w o r k   o f  life   f o r   h im   b y   r ip e n in g  h is  c o c o n u ts   a n d   m o llo w - 

in g   h is   b an an as,  u n a s k e d   a n d   u n te n d e d   ! 

I v a n   G re e t  d r a n k   i t   in . 

A s   F re d   spo ke,  a n   id e a   rose 

u p   v a g u e   a n d   fo rm le s s   in   th o   p o e t’s  sou l. 

T h o ro   w e re  

c o u n trie s ,  th e n ,  w h e re   e a rth   w a s   s t i l l   k in d ly ,   a n d   h u m a n w a n ts   s t i l l   f e w ;   w h e re   N a tu r e ,  as  in   th e   G e o rg ie s , s u p p lie d   e ve n   n o w   th o   p r im a r y   needs  o f   m a n ’s  lif e u n b id d e n ! 

S u r e ly ,  in   s u c h   a  la n d   as  t h a t   a  p o e t  y e t 

m ig h t   l i v o ;  t i l l i n g   h is   o w n   s m a ll  p lo t   a n d   e a tin g   th o f r u it s   o f   h is   o w n   s lig h t   t o i l ,   h o   m ig h t   f in d   le is u re   to m o u ld   w it h o u t   lo t   o r  h in d ra n c e   th o   t h o u g h t   t h a t   w a s   in h im   in t o   e x q u is ite   m e lo d y . 

T h e   b a re   fa n c y   fire d   h im . 

A   y e a r  o r  tw o   s p e n t  in   th o se   d e lic io u s   c lim a te s   m ig h t e n a b le   a  m a n   to  t u r n  o u t  w h a t w a s   tr u e s t a n d   b e s t  in   h im . 

H o  m ig h t  d r in k  o f  th e  s p r in g  a n d  be  fe d   fro m  th e  p la in ta in -  

p a tc h ,  lik e   th o s e   w is e r   n eg ro es,  b u t   h e   w o u ld   c a r r y   w it h h im   s t i l l   a ll  th e   in h e r ite d   w e a lth   o f   E u ro p e a n   c u ltu r e , a n d   s p e a k   lik e   a  G re e k   g o d   u n d e r   th e   tr o p ic   shade  o f J a m a ic a n   c o tto n -tre e s . 

T o   th o   a v e ra g e   ra te p a y e r  s u ch   a  schem e  w o u ld   a p p e a r th e  v e r ie s t  m id s u m m e r  m a dn ess. 

15ut  I v a n   G re e t  w a s   a 

p o e t.  N o w ,  a  p o e t  is   a  m a n   w h o   a cts  on   im p u ls e . 

A n d  

to   I v a n   th e   im p u ls e   it s e l f   w a s  a b s o lu te ly   sacre d, lie  

p au se d   o n   th e   s lip p e r y  p a v e m e n t,  a n d  faced  h is  c o m p a n io n s u d d e n ly . 

“ H o w   m u c h   la n d   does  i t   ta k e   th e re   fo r  a  m a n  

to   liv o   u p o n  ? ”   ho   aske d,  w i t h   h u r r ie d   e n e rg y . 

F r e d   M o w b ra y   re fle c te d .  “  W e ll,   tw o   acres  a t  m o s t,  1 

s h o u ld   sa y,  d o w n   in   p la n ta in   a n d   y a m ,”   he   a n s w e re d , 

“  w o u ld  s u p p o rt  a  f a m ily . ” 

“ A n d   y o u   ca n   b u y   i t ? ”   I v a n   w e n t  o n,  w i t h   s u r p r is in g eagerness. 

“ I   m e an ,  th e re ’s  lo ts   to   bo  h a d — i t ’s  a lw a y s  

in   th e   m a rk e t?   ” 
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“  L o ts   to   be  h a d  ? 

W h y ,  y e s   ! 

N o   d if f ic u lt y   th e re   ! 

I l u l f  J a m a ic a ’s f o r  sale, o u   th e   m o u n ta in s   e s p e c ia lly . 

T h e  

is la n d ’s u n d e r-p e o p le d ;  o u r  p o p ’s  h a l f  a  m illio n  ;  i t ’d  h o ld q u it e   th re e . 

L a n d   goes  f o r   a  m e re   s o n g ;  y o u   can  b u y  

w h e re   y o u   w i l l ,   q u ite   e a s ily .” 

I v a n   G ro o t’s  l i p   tro m b lo d   w i t h   in te n s e   e x c ite m e n t. 

A  

v is io n   o f fre e d o m   flo a te d   d im ly   b e fo re   h im .  I ’ u lm s ,  tre e - 

fe rn s , bam boos,  w a v in g  c lu m p s  o f  tr o p ic  fo lia g e   ;  a  h ills id o h u t ;  d u s k y   faces,  ro d   h a n d k e r c h io fs ;  a n d   le is u re ,  le is u re , le is u ro   to   d o   th e   w o r k   ho   lik e d   in   ! 

O h ,  s o u l,  w h a t  a 

d re a m ! 

Y o u   s h a ll  s a y   w h a t   y o u   w i l l   th e r e ! 

T o   I v a n  

t h a t   w a s  r e lig io n — a ll  th e   r e lig io n   ho  h a d   p e r h a p s ; f o r   h is   w as,  a b o ve   a ll  t h in g s , an   a r t is t ic   n a tu re . 

“ H o w   m u c h   w o u ld   i t   co st,  d o   y o u   t h i n k ? ”   lie   in q u ir e d , a ll  tre m u lo u s . 

A n d   F r e d   a n s w e re d   a ir i l y ,   “   W e ll,   I   fa n c y   n o t   m o re th a n   a  p o u n d   o r  t w o   a n   a c re .” 

A   p o u n d   o r  tw o   a n   a c r e ! 

J u s t   a  c o lu m n   in   th e    Globe.  

T h e   g ates  o f  P a ra d is e   s to o d   o pe n   b e fo re   h im   ! 

T h e y   w a lk e d   o n   a  h u n d r a d   y a r d s   o r so  a g a in   in   s ile n ce . 

I v a n   G re e t  w a s t u r n in g   o v o r in  h is   s e e th in g  s o u l  a s tra n g e schem e  to   fre o   h im s e lf  fr o m   E g y p t ia n   b o n d a g e . 

A t   la s t 

ho  a sk e d   once  m o re ,  “   H o w   m u c h   w o u ld   i t   c o s t  m o   to   g o o u t  b y   th e   ste e ra g e ,  i f   th e re   is   s u ch   a  t h i n g   on   th e s te a m e rs   to   J a m a ic a ? ” 

F r e d   M o w b r a y   paused  a  m o m e n t. 

“  W e ll,   I   s h o u ld  

t h i n k , ”   h o   s a id   a t  la s t, p u r s in g   h is   lip s   to   lo o k   w is e ,  “ y o u o u g h t to   do  i t   f o r   a b o u t  a  te n n e r.” 

I v a n ’s  m in d   w a s   m ade  u p . 

T h o s e   w o rd s   d e c id e d   h im . 

W h ile   h is   m o th e r  liv e d   ho   h a d   f e l t   b o u n d   to   s u p p o rt  h e r ; a n d   th e   n e c e s s ity   f o r   d o in g   so  h a d   “  k e p t   h im   s tr a ig h t , ” 

h is   fr ie n d s   s a id — o r,  as  h e   h im s e lf   w o u ld   h a v e   p h ra s e d   i t , h a d   tie d   h im   f i r m l y   d o w n   to   u n w i l l i n g   s e r v itu d e .  B u t n o w   h o   h a d   n o b o d y   on  e a rth   save  h im s e lf   to   c o n s u lt,  f o r E t h e l  h a d   m a rrie d   w e ll,  a n d   S te p h e n ,  d u ll  la d ,  w a s c o m fo rta b ly   ensconced  in   a  C it y   ofticc. 

H e   w e n t  h o m e
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s ill  on   firo   w i t h  h is  n o w   id e a . 

T h a t  n ig h t   ho  h a r d ly   s l e p t ; 

c o c o n u ts   w a v e d   t h e ir   lo n g   le a v o s   in   th e   b ree ze   b e fo re h im ;   d u s k y   h a n d s   b e c k o n e d   h im   w i t h   s tr a n g e   s ig n s   a n d e n tic e m e n ts   to   enmo  o v e r  t o   a  la n d   o f   s u n lig h t   a n d fre e d o m . 

B u t   h o   w a s   p r a c tic a l  t o o ;  ho   w o r k e d   i t   a ll o u t   in   h is   head  a r it h m e t ic a lly . 

So  m u c h   c o m in g   in   fro m  

t h is   o r  t h a t   m a g a z in e ;  so  m u c h   cash   in   h a n d ;   so  m u c h p e r   co n tra   f o r   p o t t y   d e b ts   a t   h o m e ;  so  m u c h   f o r   o u t f i t , passage  m o n e y ,  p u rc h a s e . 

W it h   tw o   acres  o f   h is   o w n   ho 

c o u ld   liv e   lik e   a  lo r d   o n   h is   y a m s   a n d   p la n ta in s . 

W h a t 

s o r t  o f fo o d -s tu ff,  in d e e d , y o u r   y a m   m ig h t   bo  lie   h a d n ’ t,  to s a y   th e   t r u t h ,   th e   v e r y   fa in te s t  c o n c e p tio n . 

B u t   w h o  

cares  f o r   such   d e t a il ?  I t   w a s  fre e d o m   ho  w a n te d ,  n o t  th o fle s h -p o ts  o f  E g y p t . 

A n d   fre e d o m   ho  w o u ld   h a v e   to   w o r k  

o u t  h is   o w n   n a tu re . 

I V . 

T h e re   w as  c o m m o tio n   on   th e   h ills id e   a t  S t.  T h o m a s -in - 

th e -V a le   o ne  b r i l l i a n t   b la z in g   n o o n tid e   a fe w   w e e ks   la te r. 

C le m m y   b u r s t  u p o n   th o   g ro u p   t h a t   s a t  lo u n g in g   o n   th o g ro u n d   o u ts id e   th e   h u t-d o o r w i t h   m o s t  u n w o n te d   t id in g s . 

“  Y o u  h e a r dem  s e ll d a t p ie ce  o’  la n d  n e x ’  b i t  to   T a m m a s  ? ” 

she  c rie d ,  a ll  a g o g   w i t h   e x c ite m e n t;  “  y o u   h e a r  d e m   s e ll i t ? ” 

O ld   R a c h e l  lo o k e d   u p ,  y a w n in g .  “  W h a t   d o   g a l  a - ia lk -  

in g   a b o u t? ”   she  a n s w e re d   t e s t ily ,   f o r   o ld   R a c h e l  w as to o th le s s . 

“ F o lk   a ll  k n o w   d a t — h im   h e a r  t e l l   lo n g   ago. 

S e ll  d e m   tw o   a cre   la s ’  w e e k,  P e te r  s a y ,  to   ’ tr a n g e r   d o w n a’  K in g s to n . ” 

“ Y es,  a n ’  de  ’ tr a n g e r   com e  u p ,”   C le m m y   b u r s t  o u t, h a r d ly  a b le   to  c o n ta in  h e rs e lf a t so a s to u n d in g  a n  in c id e n t, 

“   a n ’  w h a t   y o u   t i n k   h im   is ?   ” 

H im   d o a n ’ t  n a g u r   a t  a l l ! 

H im   re e l  b u c k ra   g e n tle m a n   !  ” 

, 
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A   s h r i l l   w h is t le   o f   s u r p r is o   a n d   s u b d u e d   u n b e lie f  ra n s h a r p ly   ro u n d   th e   l i t t l e   c lu s te r  o f   s q u a t t in g   n e g ro e s. 

“ H im   b u c k r a ? ”   l ’o te r  F o d d e r g ill  re p e a te d   to   h im s e lf, h a lf   in c r e d u lo u s . 

P e te r  w as  C lo m m y ’s  s te p fa t h e r ;  f o r  

C le m m y   w as  a  b ro w n   g ir l ,   a n d   o ld   R a c h e l,  h e r  m o th e r, w a s   a  fu ll- b lo o d e d   negreas.  H e r   p a t e r n it y   w a s   lo s t  in th e   d im   p a s t  o f  th e   is la n d . 

“  Y e s ,  h im   b u c k r a ,”   C le m m y   re p e a te d   in   a  v e r y   f ir m v o ic e . 

“  H im   re e l  w h it e   b u c k ra .  H im   com e  u p   to   ta k e  

do  la n d ,  a n ’  h im   g w in e   t o   l i b   d e re .” 

“  I t   d o a n ’t   c a n   tr u e   !  ”   o ld   E a c h e l  c rie d ,  r o u s in g   h e rs e lf. 

“   I t   d o a u ’ t   can  p o s s ib le .  B u c k r a   g e n tle m a n   d o a n ’ t c a n   com e  a n ’  l i b   on   tw o -a c re   p lo t   a lo n g s id e   o’  b la c k n a g u r . 

H im   g w in e   to   s e ll  i t   a g in ;   d a t  w h a t  i t   is ;   o r else   h im   g w in o   to   g ib   i t   to   som e  n a g u r   le e a d y .  W h it e b u c k ra   d o a n ’t   c a n   l i b   a ll  a lo n e   in   S t.  T a m m a s .” 

B u t   C le m m y   w a s   p o s itiv e . 

“ N o ,  n o ,”   she  c rie d ,  u n m o ve d ,  s h a k in g   h e r  c o m e ly   b ro w n   h e a d ,  w i t h   it s   c rim s o n b a n d a n n a — fo r  she  w a s  a   p r o t t y   g i r l   o f   h e r  s o r t  w a s C le m m y . 

“  H im   g w in e   to   l i b   d e re . 

H im   t e l l   m o   so 

h im s e lf. 

H im   g w in o   to   b u ild   h u t   o n   i t ,   a n ’  p la n t   i t  d o w n in   p la n ta in .  H im   b e r r y  p r e t t y   g e n tle m a n ,  w i t ’  lo n g   h a ir o n   h im   s h o u ld e r ;  h im   h a b   eyes  q u ic k   a n d   s h a rp   a ll  sam e lik e   w e a s e l;  a n d   w h e n   h im   s m ile ,  h im   lo o k   k in d e r   n o r a u y t in g . 

B u t   h im   sa y  h im   com e  o u t  fro m   E n g la n d   fo r  

g o o d   becos  h im   lu b   b e tto r   to   li b   in   J a m a ic a ;  a n ’  h im g w in e   to   b u ild   h im   h u t   h e re ,  a n d   l i b   sam e  lik e   n a g u r .” 

I n   a  m o m e n t  th e   l i t t l e   c lu s te r  o f   n e g ro   h o v e ls   w a s   a ll a -b u z z   w i t h   c o n je c tu re ,  a n d   h u b b u b ,  a n d   w o n d e rm e n t. 

O n ly   th e   s m a ll  b la c k   b a b ie s   w e re   l e f t   s p r a w lin g   in   th e d u s t,  w i t h   th e   s m a ll  b la c k   p ig s ,  b e s id e   t h e ir   m o th e rs ’ 

d o o rs ,  so  t h a t   y o u   c o u ld   h a r d ly   t e ll  a t  a  g la n c e   w h ic h w a s   w h ic h ,  as  th e y   b a s k e d   t h e r e ;  a ll  th e   r e s t  o f  th e p o p u la tio n ,  m e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d   c h ild r e n ,  w i t h   t h a t   t r i f l i n g e x c e p tio n ,  m ade  a  g e n e ra l  sta m p e d e   w i t h   o ne  a cc o rd   fo r th e   p lo t  n e x t  to  T a m n ia s ’s.  A   b u c k ra   com e  to   liv e   on   th e

[image: Image 51]

[image: Image 52]

 IVA.V  GREETS  MASTERPIECE. 

13

h ills id e   in   t h e ir   m id s t ! 

A   b u c k ra   g o in g   to   b u ild   a  l i t t l e  

h u t   lik e   t h e ir   o w n  ! 

A   b u c k r a   g o in g   to   c u lt iv a t e   a  tw o - 

aero  p lo t   w i t h   y a m   a n d   p la n ta in   ! 

T h e y   w e re   a g h a s t 

w it h   s u rp ris e .  I t  w a s  w o n d e r fu l, w o n d e r f u l!  F o r   J a m a ic a n e g ro e s  d o n ’ t   k e e p   a b re a s t  o f   th e   M o v e m e n t,  a n d   th e y d id n ’t   y e t  k n o w   th e   w a y s   o f  o u r   la t t e r - d a y   p ro p h e ts . 

A s   f o r   Iv a n   G re e t  h im s e lf,  ho  w a s   f a i r l y   s u rp ris e d   in t u r n ,   as  he   s to o d   th e re   in   h is   s h irt-s le e v e s   s u r v e y in g   h is e sta te ,  a t  t h is   s u d d e n   e r u p tio n   o f   g o o d -h u m o u re d   b a r b a ria n s .  H o w   th e y  g r in n e d   a n d   c h a tte r e d !  W h a t  te e th   ! 

w h a t  a n im a t io n ! 

H e   h a d   b o u g h t  h is   t w o   acres  w i t h   th e  

eye  o f  f a it h   a t  K in g s to n   fro m   t h e ir   l a w f u l   p r o p r ie to r , k n o w in g   n o t h in g   b u t   t h e ir   p la c e   o n   th e   p la n   s e t  b e fo re h im .  T h a t  m o r n in g   ho  h a d   com e o v e r  b y   t r a in   to   S p a n is h T o w n ,  a n d   tra m p e d   t h r o u g h   th e   w o n d ro u s   d e file   o f   th e H o g   W a lk   to   L in s te a d ,  a n d   a ske d   Iris  w a y   th e n c e   b y d e v io u s   b rid le -p a th s   to   h is   o w n   n e w   p r o p e r ty   on   th e h ills id e   a t  S t.  T h o m a s . 

C o n v e y a n c in g   in   J a m a ic a   is   b u t  

an  a rtle s s   a r t ;  h a v in g   a c q u ire d   h is   p lo t   b y   cash  p a y m e n t on   th e   n a il,  I v a n   w a s   l e f t   to   h is   o w n   d e v ic e s   to   id e n t if y a n d   d e m a rc a te   i t .   B u t   T a m m a s ’ s  a cre   w as  m a rk e d  o n   th e m a p   in   c o n s p ic u o u s   b lu e ,  a n d   d e fin e d   in   re a l  lif e   b y   a m o st  w a r lik e   b o u n d a ry   fen ce   o f  p r i c k l y   aloes  ;  w h ile   a d ozen   f r ie n d ly   n e g ro e s,  a ll  a m a z e m e n t  a t  th e   s ig h t ,   w e re re a d y   to   a ss is t  h im   a t  o nce   in   f in d in g   a n d   m e a s u rin g   o ff th e   a d ja c e n t  p ie ce   d u ly   o u t lin e d   in   re d   o n   th e   d u p lio it o p la n   he   h a d   g o t  w it h   h is   title -d e e d . 

I t  w a s   a  v e r y   n ic e   p lo t,  w i t h   a  v e r y   fin e   v ie w ,  in   a  v e r y s w e e t  s ite ,  on   a  v e r y   g re e n   h ills id e . 

B u t   Iv a n   G re e t, 

th o u g h   y o u n g   a n d   s tr o n g   w i t h   th e   w i r y   s tr e n g th   o f   (he t a ll  t h in   C o rn is h m a n ,  w as  w e a r y   a n d   h o t  a fte r   a  lo in - 

m o r n in g ’s  tr a m p   u n d e r  a  t r o p ic a l  sun ,  a n d   s o m e w h a t ta k e n   a b a c k   (us  w e ll  h e   m ig h t   bo,  in d e e d )  a t  th e   s tr a n g e ness  a n d   s q u a lo r  o f h is   n e w  s u r ro u n d in g s .  l i e   h a d   p u lle d o ff h is   c o a t  a n d   la id   i t   d o w n   u p o n   th e   g r o u n d ;  a n d   n o w h e   sa t  on  i t   in   h is   s h irt-s le e v e s   fo r  a irin e s s   a n d   coolness. 
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H is   h e a rt  s a n k   f o r   a  m o m e n t  as  ho   g azed   in   d is m a y   a t th e   t h ic k   a n d   s p ik y   ju n g le   o f   t r o p ic a l  s c ru b   h o   w o u ld h a v e   to   s tu b   u p   b e fo re   h o   c o u ld   b e g in   to   p la n t   h is   f ir s t y a m   o r  b a n a n a . 

T h a t   w a s   a  p o in t,  to   sa y  th o   t r u t h , 

w h ic h   h a d   h a r d ly   e n te re d   in t o   h is   c a lc u la tio n s   b e fo re h a n d   in   E n g la n d , l l o   h a d   fig u r e d   to   h im s e lf   th o   p in e a p p le s   a n d   p la n ta in s   as  a  g o in g   c o n c e rn   ;  th e   c o c o n u ts d r o p p in g   d o w n   t h e ir   re a d y -m a d e   c ro p s   ;  th e   b r e a d fr u it s e te r n a lly   r ip e   a t  a ll   tim e s   a n d   seasons. 

I t   w a s   a  s h o c k  

to   h im   to   f in d   m o th e r -e a r th   so  e n c u m b e re d   w i t h   a n   a lie n g r o w t h ;  h o   m u s t  t ic k le   h e r  w i t h   a  hoe  o re   she   s m ile d w i t h   a  h a rv e s t. 

T ic k le   h e r   w i t h   a  hoe  in d e e d ! 

I t   w as 

a  c u tla s s   h e   w o u ld   nee d   to   h a c k   d o w n   t h a t   m a tte d   m ass o f  b r i s t l i n g   u n d e rb ru s h . 

A n d   h o w   w a s   h e   to   liv e   m e a n w h ile  ? 

T h a t   w a s   n o w  

th e   q u e s tio n . 

I l i s   m o n e y   w a s  a l l   s p e n t  save  a  c o u p le   o f  

p o u n d s ,  f o r   h is   e s tim a te s   h a d   e rre d ,  as  is   th e   w a y   o f e s tim a te s ,  r a t h e r   o n   th e   s id e   o f  d e fic ie n c y   th a n   o f  excess ; a n d   he   w a s   n o w   l e f t   lia lf- s tr a n d e d . 

B u t   h is   d o u b ts   on  

t h is   s u b je c t  w o re   q u ic k ly   d is p e lle d   b y   th e   u n e x p e c te d g o o d -n a tu re   o f   h is   n e g ro   n e ig h b o u rs .  A s   soon  as  th o se s im p le   f o lk   b e g an   t o   re a liz e ,  b y   d in t   o f   q u e s tio n   a n d a n s w e r,  t h a t   th e   b u c k ra   m e a n t  a c t u a lly   to   s e ttle   d o w n   in t h e ir   m id s t,  a n d   liv e   h is   li f e   as  th e y   d id ,  t h e ir   k in d lin e s s a n d   t h e ir   o ffe rs  o f h e lp   k n e w   no   s t i n t   o r m o d e ra tio n .  T h e n o v e lty   o f  th o   id e a   f a i r l y   to o k   th e m   b y   s to rm . 

T h e y  

c h u c k le d   a n d   g u ffa w e d   a t  i t . 

A   b u c k r a   fr o m   E n g la n d —  

a  g e n tle m a n   in   dress  a n d   a c c e n t  a n d   m a n n e r  ( f o r   n eg ro es k n o w   w h a t’s  w h a t,  a n d   ca n   ju d g e   th e s e   t h in g s   as  w e ll  as y o u   o r  I   c a n )  com e  o f   h is   o w n   f r e e - w ill  to   b u ild   a  h u t lik e   t h e ir   o w n ,  a n d   liv e   o n   th e   t i l t h   o f   tw o   a cres  o f p la n t a in ! 

I t   w a s   s p le n d id   !  i t   w a s   w o n d e r f u l! 

T h e y  

e n te re d   in t o   th o   s p i r i t   o f   th o   t h in g   w i t h   tr u e   n e g ro   zest. 

“  l l e y ,   m a ss y ,  d a t  g o o d   n o w  !  ” 

T h e y   w o u ld   h a v e   done 

a n y t h in g  fo r  I v a n — a n y t h in g ,  t h a t   is   to   s a y , t h a t   in v o lv e d n o   m o re   th a n   th e   a ve ra g e   a m o u n t  o f  n e g ro   e x e rtio n . 
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A s   fo r   th o  b u c k r a  h im s o lf, th u s   f in d in g  h im s e lf  s u d d e n ly in   th o   m id s t   o f n e w   frie n d s ,  a ll   e a g e r  to   h e a r  o f  h is   p la n s a n d   in te n tio n s ,  lie   cam o  o u t  in   h is   b e s t  c o lo u rs   u n d e r stress  o f t h e ir   w e lc o m e ,  a n d   s h o w e d   h im s e lf   f o r   w h a t   ho w a s — a   g re a t-h e a rte d   g e n tle m a n . 

S y m p a th y   a lw a y s  

b e g e ts   s y m p a th y . 

I v a n   a cc e p te d   t h e ir   p ro ffe re d   s e rvic e s  

w i t h   a  k in d ly   s m ile   o f   re c o g n itio n   a n d   g r a titu d e ,  w h ic h to   th o s e   g o o d -n a tu re d   f o lk   seem ed  m o s t  c o n d e s c e n d in g a n d   g e n e ro u s   in   a  re a l  liv e   w h it e   m a n . 

T h e   n o w s   s p re a d  

lik e   w ild - f ir e .   A   b u c k ra   h a d   com o  w h o   lo v e d   th e   n a g u r. 

B e fo re   th re e   h o u rs   w e re   o v e r  e v e ry   m a n   in   th o   h a m le t h a d   fo rm e d   a  h ig h   o p in io n   o f   M is ta h   G r o o t’s  m o ra l q u a litie s . 

“ D o a n ’ t   n o b b e r  see  b u c k r a   lik e   a ’  d is   ono 

a fo re ,”   o ld   l ’e te r  m u rm u re d   m u s in g ly   to   h is   c ro n ie s   o n th o   h ills id e . 

“  H im   d o a n ’ t   g o t  n o   p rid e ,  ’cep  d o   p rid e   ob 

a  g e n tle m a n .  H im   t a lk   to   y o u   a n d   m o  sam e  as  i f  ho  t i n k u s  b u c k ra   lik e   h im .  H o y ,  m a s s y ,  m assa,  h im   good  m a n fe ’  tr u e   ! 

W o n d e r  w h a t  m a k e   h im   w a n t   to   c om e   l i b   a t 

S t.  T a m m a s  ? ” 

V. 

T h a t   v e r y   f ir s t   d a y ,  b e fo re   th o   g re e n   a n d   g o ld   o f tr o p ic a l s u n s e t  h a d   fa d e d   in t o   th o  s o lo m n   g r e y  o f  t w i l i g h t , I v a n   G re e t  h a d   d e c id e d   o n   th e   s ite   o f   h is   n o w   h u t,  a n d b e g u n   to   la y   th o   fo u n d a tio n s   o f   a  ru d o   w o o d e n   s h a n ty w i t h   th o   w i l l i n g   a id   o f  h is   n e w   b la c k   associates. 

H a l f  

th o   m e n   o f   th e   c o m m u n ity   b u c k le d   to   a t  th e   w o r k ,  a n d a ll  th o   w o m e n :  f o r   th o   w o m e n   f e lt   a t  o nce   a  n o v e l  g lo w o f  s y m p a th y   a n d   u n s p o k e n   c o m p a s s io n   to w a rd s   th e u n k n o w n   w h it e   m a n   w i t h   th e   w is t f u l  e yes,  w h o   h a d como  a cross  th e   g r e a t  sea  to   c a s t  in   h is   lo t   w i t h   th e ir s u n d e r  th o   w a v in g   p a lm -tre e s . 

N o w ,  y o u r   a v e ra g e
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n e g re ss   c a n   d o   as  m u c h   h a r d   la b o u r  as a n   E n g lis h   n a v v y ; a n d   as  th e   m e n   fo u n d   th e   t im b e r   a n d   th e   p o s ts   fo r  th e c o rn e rs   w it h o u t   m o n e y   o r  p ric o ,  i t   cam e  to   pass  t h a t   b y e v e n in g   t h a t   d a y   a  f a ir   fr a m e w o r k   f o r   a  w a ttle d   h u t   o f tru e   A f r ic a n   p a tto r n   s to o d   a lr e a d y   fo u r-s q u a re   to   a ll  th e a ir t s  o f h e a v o n   in   th e   m id d le   fro n ta g e  o f  I v a n   G r e c t’s  tw o acres. 

B u t   i t   w a s   ro o fle ss ,  o f   course,  a n d   it s   w a lls   w e ro s t i l l   u n b u i l t :  n o t h in g   e x is te d   so  f a r   b u t   th e   b a re   sq u a ro o u tlin e . 

I t   h a d   y e t   to   re c e iv e   it s   w a t t le d   sid e s,  a n d   to be  c o v e re d   in   o n   to p   w i t h   a  p ic tu ro s q u o   w a te r p r o o f th a tc h   o f   fa n -p a lm . 

S t i l l ,   i t   w a s   a  n o b le   h u t   as  h u ts  

w e n t  on   th e   h ills id e . 

I v a n   a n d   h is   f e llo w - w o r k e r s   sto o d  

a n d   g azed   a t  i t   t h a t   e v e n in g   as  t h e y   s tr u c k   w o r k   fo r   th e d a y   w it h   p ro fo u n d   a d m ir a tio n   f o r   t h e i r   o w n   c u n n in g h a n d ic ra ft. 

A n d   n o w   cam e  th e   q u e s tio n   w h e re   I v a n   w as  to   sleep, a n d   w h a t  to   do   f o r   h is   s u p p e r. 

H o   h a d   d o u b ts   in   h is  

o w n   m in d   h o w   a ll   t h is   c o u ld   be  m a n a g e d . 

B u t   C lo m m y  

h a d   n o n e ;  C le n m iy   w a s   th e   o n ly   b ro w n   g i r l   in   th e   l i t t l e c o m m u n ity ,  a n d   as  s u c h ,  o f   co u rse ,  sho  c la im e d   a n d re c e iv e d   a n   a c k n o w le d g e d   p rece de nce . 

“  I   s h a ll  h a v e   to  

sleep   som ew here,"   I v a n   m u rm u re d ,  s o m e w h a t  r u e f u lly , g a z in g   ro u n d   h im   a t  th e   l i t t l e   c lu s te r   o f   h a lf-b a rb a ro u s co tta g e s . 

“  B u t   h o w — H e a v e n   h e lp   m o !  ” 

A n d   C le m m y ,  n o d d in g   h e r   h e a d   w i t h   a  w is e   l i t t l e s m ile ,  m ade  a n s w e r  n a t u r a lly —

“ Y o u   g w in e   slee p   a t  m o   fa d e r,  s a il;  w e   g o t  b e r r y   n ic e ro o m . 

Y o u   d o a n 't  can   g o   a n ’  s le e p   w i t ’  a ll   dom   co m m o n n a g u r   d a b .” 

“   I ’m   n o t  v e r y   r ic h ,  y o u   k n o w ,”   I v a n   in te rp o s e d h a s t ily ,   w i t h   s o m e th in g   v e r y   lik e   a  h a lf-c o n s c io u s   b lu s h  

— th o u g h ,  to   be  s u re ,  he  w a s   re d   e n o u g h   a lre a d y   w i t h   h is u n w o n te d   e x e rtio n   in   t h a t   s w e lte r in g   a tm o s p h e re . 

“ I ’m  

n o t  v e r y   r ic h ,   b u t   I ’ve  a  l i t t l e   s t i l l   le f t ,   a n d   I   ca n   a ffo rd to   p a y — w e ll,  w h a te v e r   y o u   t h i n k   w o u ld   be  p ro p e r—  

fo r   b e d   a n d   b o a rd   t i l l   I   c a n   g e t  m y   o w n   hou se   u p .” 
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C le m m y   w a v e d   h im   a s id e ,  m o r a lly   s p e a k in g ,  w i t h   tru e n e g ro   d ig n it y . 

“  W o    invite  y o u ,  s a il,”   she  s a id   p r o u d ly ,  l i k e   a  la d y   in th e   la n d   ( w h ic h   she  w a s  a t  S t.  T h o m a s ). 

“  W h e n   w o   a x  

g e n tle m a n   to   s to p ,  w o   d o a n ’ t   w a n t   n u ffin   p a id   fo r  h im h o a rd   a n d   lo d g in ’ . 

W e   o ile r   y o u   do  h o s p it a lit y   o f  o u r 

h ou se   a n ’  h o m o   t i l l   y o u r   o w n   house  fin is h . 

C h ris te n  

p e o p le   d o a n ’t   can  do   n o   less  d a n   d a t,  I   h op e,  fo r  de h om e le ss  ’ tr a n g e r .” 

S he  s p o k e   w i t h   s u c h   g ra v e   p o lite n e s s ,  s u c h   u n c o n sciousness  o f   th e   u n d e r ly in g   h u m o u r  o f   th e   s itu a tio n , t h a t   I v a n ,   w i t h   h is   q u ic k ly   s y m p a th e tic   p o e t’s  h e a rt, ra is e d   h is   h a t  in   r e t u r n ,   as  he   a n s w e re d   w i t h   e q u a l g r a v it y ,   in   th e   to n e   he  m ig h t   h a v e   u se d   to   a  g re a t  la d y i n   E n g la n d —

“   I t ’s  a w f u lly   k in d   o f   y o u . 

I   a p p re c ia te   y o u r   g o o d ness. 

I   s h a ll  a c c e p t  w i t h   p le a s u re   th e   h o s p it a lit y   y o u o ffe r  m e .” 

O ld   P e te r  g r in n e d   d e lig h t   fro m   c a r  to   e a r. 

I t   w a s   a 

fe a th e r  in   h is   cap  th u s   to  e n te r ta in   in  h is   h u t   th e   n o b ilit y a n d   g e n tr y . 

T h o u g h ,  to   be  s u re ,  ’ tw a s   h is   r i g h t ,   as  th e  

a c k n o w le d g e d   s te p fa th e r  o f   th e   o n ly   u n d e n ia b le   b r o w n g i r l   in   th e   w h o le   c o m m u n ity . 

F o r   a  b r o w n   g ir l,   m a r k  

y o u ,  serve s,  to   a  c e r ta in   e x te n t,  as  a  p a te n t  o f   g e n t i l i t y in   th e   h o u s e h o ld   she  a d o r n s ;  she  is   a  l i v i n g   p ro o f  o f  th e fa c t  t h a t   th e   f a m ily   to   w h ic h   she  b e lo n g s   has  been  in   th e h a b it  o f  m ix in g   w i t h   w h it e   s o c ie ty . 

“ Y o u   com e  a lo n g   in ,   s a i l ! ”   o ld   P e te r  c rie d   c h e e r ily . 

“ Y o u   t ir e d   w i t ’  d a t  w o r k . 

Y o u   d o a n ’ t   a c c u s to m ’  to   it . 

W h ite   g e n tle m a n   fro m   E n g la n d   fin d   de  s u n   b e r r y   h o t o u t  h e a li  in   J a m a ic a .  Y o u   ta k e   d ro p   o ’  r u m ,  s a il,  o r  y o u lik e   c o c o n u t  w a t e r ? ” 

I v a n   m o d e s tly   p re fe rr e d   th e   less  s p ir itu o u s   liq u o r   to th e   w in e   o f th e   c o u n t r y ;   so  C le m m y ,  m u c h   fla tte r e d ,  a n d n o t  a  l i t t l e   flu tte r e d ,  b r o u g h t  o u t  a  fre s h   g re e n   c o c o n u t, a n d   s lic e d   it s   to p   o ff b e fo re   h is   eyes  w i t h   one  s la s h   o f   th e
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k n ife ,  a n d   p o u re d   th e   l im p id   ju ic e   ( w h ic h   cam e  f o r t h c le a r  as  c ry s ta l,  n o t t h ic k   a n d   m i l k y )   in t o   a  b o w l-s h a p e d c a la b a s h ,  w h ic h   she  o ffe re d   w i t h   a  g ra c e fu l  b o w   fo r   t h e i r v is it o r ’s  a cce p ta n ce . 

I v a n   se a te d   h im s e lf  on   th e   g ro u n d  

j u s t   o u ts id e   th e   h u t   as  h e   sa w   th e   n e g ro e s   do  ( f o r   th e   a ir in s id e   w a s  h o t,  a n d   close,  a n d   s t if lin g ) ,   a n d   to o k   w i t h re a l  p le a s u re   h is   f ir s t   lo n g   p u ll  a t  t h a t  d e lic io u s   b everag e. 

“ W h y ,   i t ’s  g lo r io u s ! ”   h o   e x c la im e d ,  w i t h   u n fe ig n e d e n th u s ia s m   ( f o r   h o   w a s   h o t  a n d   t h i r s t y ) ,   t u r n in g   th e e m p ty   c a la b a s h   u p s id e   d o w n   b e fo re   h is   e n te r ta in e rs ’  eyes, to   le t   th e m   see  h o   f u l l y  a p p re c ia te d   t h e ir   r u s tic  a tte n tio n s . 

“ Q u ito   d if f e r e n t   fro m   th e   c o c o n u ts   one  g e ts   in   L o n d o n   ! 

So  fre s h ,  a n d   p u re ,  a n d   c o o l  !  I t ’s  a lm o s t  w o r th   c o m in g o u t  to   J a m a ic a   to   ta s te   i t . ” 

C le m m y   s m ile d   h e r  d e lig h t. 

W a s   e v e r  b u e k ra   so 

a ffa b le ! 

T h e n   she b r o u g h t  o u t a s p o o n — co m m o n   p e w te r, 

o r  th e   li k e —-w h ic h   she  w ip e d   o n   h e r  s h o rt  s k i r t   w i t h u n a ffe c te d   s im p lic it y ,   a n d   h a n d e d   i t   to   h im   g r a v e ly . 

A f t e r   t h a t   she  g a v e   h im   th e   c o c o n u t  it s e lf ,   w i t h   th e   s o ft j e l l y   in s id e ,  w h ic h   Iv a n   p ro c e e d e d   to   scoop  o u t,  a n d   e a t b e fo re   h e r   eyes  w i t h   e v id e n t  re lis h . 

A   s e m i-c irc le   o f  

a d m ir in g   n e g ro e s   a n d   n eg re sse s  s to o d   ro u n d   a n d   lo o k e d o n — “ H e y ,  m a ssy,  m a ss a !  h im   d a   e a t  de  c o c o n u t ! ” — as th o u g h   th e   s ig h t   o f  a  w h it e  m a n  t a k in g  j e l l y   w i t h   a spoon w e re   som e  s t a r t lin g   n o v e lty .  N o w ,  I v a n   w as  m o d e st,  as becom es  a  p o e t;  b u t   h e   m a n a g e d   to   e a t  o n,  as  l i t t l e d is c o n c e rte d   b y   t h e ir   a tte n tio n s   as  p o s s ib le ;  f o r   he  sa w , i f   h o   w as  to   liv e   f o r   some  tim e   a m o n g   the se   p e o p le ,  h o w n e c e s s a ry   i t   w as  fro m   th e   v e r y   b e g in n in g   to   c o n c ilia te a n d   please  th e m . 

T h o   c o c o n u t  fin is h e d ,  C le m m y   p ro d u c e d   b o ile d   y a m a n d   a  l i t t l e   s a lt  f i s h ;  she  b r o u g h t   f o r th   b u t t e r   in   a l o r d l y   d is h ,  a n d   s a t  d o w n   b y   I v a n ’ s  sid e   to   t h e ir   f r u g a l s u p p e r. 

1 ic in g   a  b r o w n   g ir l ,   o f  cou rse   she  c o u ld   v e n tu re on   s u c h   a  lib e r t y   w i t h   a n   in v it e d   g u e s t ;  o ld   P e te r  a n d h e r  m o th e r,  as  tw o   p u re -b lo o d e d   b la c k s ,  s a t  a  l i t t l e   a p a rt
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l i t

fro m   t h e ir   n e w   fr ie n d   a n d   t h e ir   d a u g h te r,  n o t  to   seem to o   p re s u m p tu o u s . 

A n d   s t i l l ,   as  I v a n   e a t,  th e   a d m ir in g  

c h o ru s   r a n   ro u n d   th e   s e m i- c ir c le ,  “   I l e y ,   m a ssy,  b u t   d a t fin o !   h e y ,  m a ss y ,  b u t   h im   no   p ro u d   ! 

M y   k in g   !  y o u   see 

h im   e a t !  Y o u   e b b e r  k n o w   b u c k r a   do   do   same  lik e   a ’  d a t a fo re  ? ” 

T h a t   n ig h t — h is   f ir s t   n ig h t   in   th e   J a m a ic a n   m o u n ta in s  

— I v a n   s le p t  i n   o ld   P e te r’s  h u t . 

I t  w a s   n a r r o w  a n d  (dose, 

b u t   ho   o p e n e d   th e   w o o d e n   w in d o w   as  w id e   as  p o s s ib lo   to le t   in   th e   fre s h   a ir ,  a n d   la y   w i t h   h is   h e a d   to   i t ;   he  w a s y o u n g   a n d   s tr o n g ,  a n d   h a d   a  fa n c y  f o r  r o u g h in g  i t . 

N e x t  

m o rn in g ,  e a rly ,  h e   w a s  u p   w i t h   h is   h o s ts,  a n d   a fo o t,  fo r h is   w o r k ,  w h ile   s t i l l   th e   S o u th e rn   s u n   h u n g   lo w   in   th e h ea ve ns. 

F re s h   p la n ta in s   a n d   b r e a d fr u it ,   w it h   a d r a u g h t fro m   a  c o c o n u t,  m ade  u p   th e   b i l l   o f   fa re   fo r   h is   s im p le b r e a k fa s t;  I v a n   th o u g h t   th e m   n o t  b a d ,  th o u g h   a  t r if le u n s a tis fy in g . 

T h a t  d a y ,  a n d   s e v e ra l  d a y s  a fte r,  he  passed 

o n   h is   p lo t ;   th e   m e n — g re a t  h u lk in g   b la c k s — g a v e   h im a  h e lp in g   h a n d   b y   f its   a n d   s ta r ts   a t  h is   jo b ,  th o u g h   less e a g e r ly   th a n   a t  f i r s t ;   th e   w o m e n ,  m o re   f a it h f u l  to   t h e ir w a i f   fro m   ove rsea ,  w o r k e d   on  w i t h   a  w i l l   a t  th e   w a t t lin g a n d   t h a tc h in g . 

A s   f o r   C le m m y ,  she  to o k   a  p e rs o n a l 

in te re s t  i n   th e   b u ild in g   fro m   b e g in n in g   to   e n d ;  she re g a rd e d   i t   w i t h   a  v a g u e   s o rt  o f   p r o p r ie ta r y   p r id e ;   she s p o k e   o f  i t   as  “  de  house ”   in   th e   v e r y   p h ra s e   w e   a ll  o f   us use  o u rs e lv e s   a b o u t  th e   p la c e   w e ’ re   e n g a g e d   in   b u ild in g o r  f u r n is h in g . 

A t   la s t,  a fte r  a  f o r t n ig h t ,   th e   h u t   w a s  fin is h e d . 

T h e  

e n tir e   h ills id e   tu r n e d   o u t  w i t h   g re a t  jo y   to   c e le b ra te   its in a u g u ra tio n . 

T h e y   lig h t e d   a  b o n fire   o f   th e   b ru s h w o o d  

a n d   s c ru b   th e y   h a d   c le a re d   o ff  th e   l i t t l e   b la n k   p la tfo r m in   f r o n t   o f   th e   d o o r ;   e ach   m a n   b r o u g h t  h is   o w n   r u m ; I v a n  s p e n t  some  fiv e   o f  h is   h o a rd e d   s h illin g s   in   s u p p ly in g re fre s h m e n ts   fo r h is  a ss e m b le d   n e ig h b o u rs .  S u c h   a  h o u se w a r m in g   h a d   n e v e r  b e fo re   been  k n o w n   in   S t.  T h o m a s . 

T i l l   la te   t h a t   e v e n in g ,  l i t t l e   g ro u p s   s a t  ro u n d   th e   e m b e rs
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a n d   b a k e d   y a m   a n d   s w e e t  p o ta to e s   in   th e   h o t  w oo d-ashe s. 

I t   w a s   a fte r   m id n ig h t   w h e n   th e   c ro w d ,  w e ll- d r u n k e n , b e g a n   to   d is p e rse . 

T h e n   th e y   a l l   w e n t   a w a y ,  one  b y   one 

— e x c e p t  C le m m y . 

Iv a n   lo o k e d   a t   h e r  in q u i r i n g l y . 

S he  h u n g   h e r   head 

a n d   h e s ita te d . 

“   Y o u   t i n k   b u c k ra   g e n tle m a n   can   li b   a lo n e   in   house w id o u t   s e r b a n t? ”   she  a ske d , a t  la s t,  in   a  v e r y   t im id   to n e . 

“   Y o u   d o a n ’t   w a n t  h o u se k e e p e r?   B u c k r a   m u s t  h a b   som eone  to   c o o k  fo r  h im   a n ’  c a re   f o r   h im .  Y o u   no   w a n t  m e   to go. 

I   t i n k   I   m a k e   goo d   h o u s e k e e p e r.” 

“   O f   c o u rs e ,”   I v a n   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  g le a m   o f   c o m p re h e n s io n ,  “  I   n e v e r  t h o u g h t   a b o u t  th a t. 

W h y ,   j u s t   th e  

r i g h t   t h in g .   H o w   v e r y   k in d   o f   y o u   ! 

I   c a n ’ t   c o o k  f o r  

m y s e lf. 

I   suppose  I   m u s t  h a v e   s o m e b o d y   t o   m a n a g e  

a b o u t  b o ilin g   th e   y a m s   a n d   p la n ta in s .” 

V I . 

So,  f o r   e ig h t   o r  te n   m o n th s ,  I v a n   G re e t  liv e d   on   in   h is w a t t le d   h u t   o n   t h a t   J a m a ic a n   h ills id e . 

I I o   w a s   dead  to  

th e   w o r ld ,  a n d   th e   w o r ld   to   h i m ;  h e   n e ith e r   w ro te   to   n o r h e a rd   fr o m   a n y   fr ie n d   in   E n g la n d . 

I n   th e   lo c a l  p la n te rs ’ 

p h ra s e ,  h o   s im p ly   “  w e n t  n ig g e r .” 

W h a t   l i t t l e   lu g g a g e  

he   possessed  ho   h a d   le f t   a t  S p a n is h   T o w n   s ta tio n   w h ilo he   b u i l t   h is   h u t ;  as  soon  as  ho   w a s   f u l l y   in s ta lle d   in   h is o w n   fre e h o ld   house, a n d   h a d   g o t  h is  s u p p lie s  in t o   w o r k in g o rd e r,  ho   a n d   C le m m y   s ta rte d   o ff  f o r   S p a n is h   T o w n   to g e th e r,  a n d   b r o u g h t   i t   b a c k ,  w i t h   m u c h   la u g h te r ,  t u r n a b o u t,  b e tw e e n   th e m . 

C le m m y   b o re   th e   b ig   b o x   o n   h e r 

h ead,  w h e n e v e r  h e r  t u r n   cam e,  as  she  w a s   a ccu sto m ed   to c a r r y   a  p a il  o f   w a te r . 

I t   c o n ta in e d   th e   s m a ll  w a rd ro b e  

he  b r o u g h t   o u t  fro m   E n g la n d ,  a n d   m o re   im p o r ta n t   s t i l l
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th e   p e n ,  in k ,   a n d   p a p e r,  w i t h   w h ic h   h o   w as  to   w r it e — h is im m o r ta l  m a s te rp ie c e . 

N o t  t h a t   I v a n  w a s  i n   a n y  h u r r y  to   b e g in   h is  g ro a t  ta s k . 

F re e d o m   a n d   le is u re   w e re   th e   k e y n o te s   o f   th o   s itu a tio n , l i e   w o u ld   o n ly   s o t  to   w o r k   w h e n   th e   im p u ls e   cam e  u p o n h im . 

A n d   ju s t   a t  f ir s t   n e ith e r   fre e d o m   n o r  le is u re   n o r im p u ls e   w a s  h is .  l i e  h a d   h is   g ro u n d   to   p re p a re ,  h is   y a m s a n d   b a n a n a s   to   p la n t,  h is   d a ily   b re a d ,  o r  d a ily   b r e a d fr u it, to   p ro c u re ,  q u it e   as  t r u l y   as  in   E n g la n d . 

T h o u g h ,  to   bo 

s u re ,  C le m m y ’ s  frie n d s   w e ro   m o s t  g e n e ro u s   o f  t h e ir   s to re , w i t h  t h a t  u n c o n s cio u s  c o m m u n is m  o f a ll p r im it iv e  so c ie tie s. 

T h e y   o ffe re d   w h a t   th e y   h a d ,  a n d   o ffe re d   i t   fre e ly . 

A n d  

I v a n ,  b e in g   a  p o e t,  a cc e p to d   t h e i r   g if t s   m o re   f r a n k ly   b y f a r   th a n   m o s t  o th e rs   c o u ld   lia v o   done  :  ho   w o u ld   re p a y th e m   a ll,   ho   s a id ,  w it h   a  g r a t e f u l  g la n c e   in   tho se   f u r t iv o eyes  o f   h is ,  w h e n   h is   c ro p   w a s   re a d y . 

T h o   n eg ro es  in  

t u r n   lik e d   h im   a ll  th e   b e tte r   f o r   t h a t ;   th e y   w e re   p ro u d to   be  a b le   to   le n d   o r  g iv e   to   th o   b u c k ra   fro m   E u g la n d . 

I t   ra is e d   th e m   n o   l i t t l e   in   t h e ir   o w n   esteem   to   fin d   th o w h it e   m a n   so  w i l l i n g   to   c h u m   w it h   th e m . 

F iv e   o r  s ix   w e e ks  passed  a w a y   a ft e r   I v a n   h a d   ta k e n possession  o f h is  h u t   b e fo re  he   a tte m p te d   to   t u r n   h is   h a n d to   a n y   lit e r a r y   w o r k .  M e a n w h ile , ho   w a s  b u s ily  o c c u p ie d in   s tu b b in g   a n d   p la n t in g ,   w i t h   o c c a s io n a l  h e lp   fro m   h is n e g ro   a llie s ,  a n d   th e   c o n s ta n t  a id   o f  th o s e   o v e r - fa it lifu l negresses.  E v e n   a fte r  h o   h a d   s e ttle d   d o w n   to   a  q u ie t  lif e u n d e r  h is   o w n   v in o   a n d   fig - tr e e ,  som o  tim e   w e n t   p a s t b e fo re   th e   s p i r i t   m o v e d   h im   to   u n d e rta k e   c o m p o s itio n . 

T o   sa y  th o   t r u t h ,   t h is    dvlc<' f a r   nlento  w o r ld   e x a c tly   s u ite d h im .  P o e ts   a re   la z y   b y   n a tu r e — o r,  s h a ll  w e   p u t   i t ,   c o n te m p la tiv e  ? 

W h e n   I v a n   in   E n g la n d   f ir s t   d re a m t  o f   t h is s tra n g e   sch e m e,  ho   lo o k e d   fo r w a r d   to   i t   as  a  n o b le   s tro k o f o r   f a it h   a n d   fre e d o m ,  a   s a c rific e   o f   h is   o w n   p e rs o n a l w o r ld ly   c o m fo rt  to   th e   w o r k   in   lif e   t h a t   w a s   s e t  b e fo re h im .  A n d   so,  in d e e d ,  i t   w a s ,  fro m   th e   p o in t   o f   v ie w   o f th e   fle s h -p o ts  o f  E g y p t . 

B u t  fle s h -p o ts , a ft e r  a ll,  d o n ’t   f i l l
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so  la r g o   a  p la c e   in   h u m a n   e x is te n c e   as c iv iliz a t io n   fa n c ie s . 

W h o n   lie   fo u n d   h im s e lf   a t  la s t  a t  ease  on  h is   h ills id e ,   ho w a s   s u rp ris e d   to   d is c o v e r  h o w   d e lig h t f u l,   h o w   p o e tic a l, h o w   e le v a te d   is   s a v a g e ry . 

I I o   s a t  a ll  d a y   lo n g   on   th o  

g ro u n d   u n d e r  th o   p la n ta in s ,  in   s h i r t   a n d   tro u s e rs ,  w i t h C le m m y   b y   h is   s id e ,  o r  to o k   a  t u r n   f o r   c x e rc is o   n o w   a n d a g a in   in   th o   coo l  o f  th o   e v e n in g   t h r o u g h   h is   s p r o u tin g y a m   p lo t. 

P a lm -le a v e s   w h is p o re d   in   th o   w in d ,   m a ng oe s 

g lo w e d   on   th o   b ra n c h e s ,  p o m e g ra n a te s   c ra c k e d   a n d re d d e n o d ,  h u m m in g - b ir d s   d a rte d   s w if t   in   in v is ib le   f l i g h t fro m   flo w e r  to   flo w e r  o f  th o  c rim s o n  h ib is c u s .  W h a t   need to   h u r r y   in   s u ch   a  la n d   as  th is ,  w h e re   a ll  th e   w o r ld   a t onco  e ats  it s   lo tu s   in   h a rm o n y ? 

A f t e r   a  w h ile ,  h o w e v e r,  in s p ir a tio n   cam o  u p o n   h im .  I t cam e  u n s o u g h t.  I t   h u n te d   h im   u p   a n d   c o n s tra in e d   h im . 

H o   b r o u g h t  f o r t h   p e n   a n d   p a p e r  to   th o   d o o r  o f   th o   h u t , a n d ,  s i t t i n g   th e re   in   th o   b ro a d   shade  ( C le m m y   s t i l l   a t  h is s id e ),  b e g a n   fro m   tim e   to   tim e   to  j o t   d o w n   a  s e n te n ce ,  a th o u g h t ,   a  p h ra s e ,  a  s in g le   w o r d ,  e x a c tly   as  t h e y   cam o  to h im . 

H o   d id n ’t   w o r k   h a rd . 

T o   w o r k   h a rd ,  in d e e d ,  o r, 

in   o th e r   w o rd s ,  to   s p u r  h is   P eg a su s  b e y o n d   it s   n a t u r a l pace,  w a s  to  I v a n  n o t h in g   s h o rt  o f sh e e r w o r ld ly  in f id e lit y . 

L it e r a t u r e   is   th o   re a liz a tio n   o f o n e ’s  in m o s t  p e r s o n a lity   in e x te rn a l  fo rm . 

H e   w a n te d   fre e d o m   f o r   t h a t   v e r y   p u rp o s e  

— t h a t   ho   m ig h t   w r it e   th o   t h in g   h e   w o u ld   i n   th e   w a y t h a t   o c c u rre d   to   h im . 

B u t   s lo w ly ,  n o n e   th o   loss,  a 

d e lic a te   p ic tu r e   g re w   u p   b y   d eg re es  o n   th e   c a n v a s   b e fo re h im . 

I t   w a s n ’ t   a  poem   :  th e   m u se   d id n ’ t  m o v e   h im   ju s t so  to   v e rse ,  a n d   he   w o u ld   bo  tr u e   to   th o   co re   to   h e r. 

I t  

w a s   a  l i t t l e   ro m a n c e ,  a  v ig n e t t e   o f  tr o p ic a l  lif e ,   a   P a u l  ct V ir g in ! c   p ic t u r e   o f   th o   f o l k   h e   s a w   t h o u   a n d   th e r e   o n   th o h ills id e . 

A n d ,  in d e e d ,  th e   s u b je c t  e x a c tly   s u ite d   h im . 

A   B o h e m ia n   i n   th e   g r a in ,  th e   e asy,  B o h e m ia n   l i f e   o f the se   c h ild r e n   o f   n a tu r e   in   t h e ir   w a ttle d   h u ts   a p p e a le d to   h im   v i v i d l y . 

F o r   a  m o n th   o r  so  n o w   he   h a d   liv e d   in  

t h e ir   m id s t  as  one  o f   th e m s e lv e s ;  h e   h a d   c a u g h t  t h e ir
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v e r y   t o n e ;  lio   h a d   le a rn e d   to   u n d e rs ta n d   th e m ,  to   k n o w th o rn ,  to   s y m p a th iz e   w i t h   th e m .  “ I ’ l l   t o ll  y o n   w h a t  i t   is, s ir ,”   a  d is s ip a te d   y o u n g   p la n te r   h a d   s a id   to   h im   a t K in g s to n   d u r in g   th o   fe w   d a y s   ho   s p e n t  th e re ,  “  p o o p lo m a y   s a y   w h a t   th e y   lik e   a b o u t  th is   blessed  is la n d ;   b u t w h a t  I   sa y 's   th is ,  i t ’s  a j o l l y   good  p la c o   to   liv e   in ,  a ll  th o sam e,  w h e ro   r u m   is   c h e a p   a n d   m o ra ls   is  l a x ! ” 

N o t  so 

d id   th o   p o e t’s  e ye  e n v is a g e   t h a t   b la c k   A rc a d ia . 

T o   Iv a n   i t   w a s  an   E d e n   o f   th o   C a rib b e a n   S ea s;  ho lo v e d   i t   fu r   it s   s im p lic it y ,   it s   n a tu ra ln e s s ,  it s   u t t e r absence  o f   g u ile   o r  w ile   o r  self-co nsciou sn ess. 

’ T w a s   a 

la n d   in d e e d   w h e re   th o   Q u e e n ’s  w r i t   ra n   n o t ;   w h e ro   th o m o ra l  la w   b o ro   b u t   fe e b le   s w a y   ;  w h e ro   m e n   a n d   w o m e n , as  fre e   as  th o   w in d ,  liv e d   a n d   lo v e d   in   t h e ir   o w n c a p ric io u s ,  a n c e s tra l  fa s h io n . 

I t s   e th ic s   w e re   c e r ta in ly  

n o t  th o   e th ic s   o f  t h a t   h a te fu l  M a y f a ir   fro m   w h ic h   h e   h a d lie d   in   sea rch   o f  fre e d o m . 

B u t   lif e   w a s  re a l,  i f   lif e   w a s  

n o t  e a rn e s t;  n o   s ha m   w a s   th e re ,  n o   v e ile d   code  o f p re te n c e ;  w h a t   a ll  th o   w o r ld   d id   a ll  th o   w o r ld   f r a n k l y a n d   o p e n ly   a c k n o w le d g e d . 

C en so rs  a n d   c e n s o rio u s n e s s  

w e re   a lik e   u n k n o w n . 

E v e r y   m a n   d id   t h a t   w h ic h   w a s  

r i g h t   in   h is   o w n   eyes,  a n d   n o   m a n   h in d e re d   h im . 

I n  

s u ch   an   e n v ir o n m e n t  w h a t   spaco  fo r   id y lls   !  N e v e r ,  s in ce T h e o c ritu s ,  h a d   p o e t’s  e ye   b e h e ld   a n y t h in g   lik e   it . 

I n  

th o   m id s t  o f  t h is    n a if  w o r ld   h o   so  th o r o u g h ly   u n d e rs to o d a n d   so  d e e p ly   a p p re c ia te d   I v a n   G re e t  c o u ld n ’ t   h e lp   b u t b u r s t  in t o   s on g,  o r  a t  le a s t  in to   ro m a n c e   o f  A rc a d ia n p a tte r n . 

D a y   b y   d a y   he   s a t  a t  th o   d o o r  o f   h is   h u t ,   o r s tr o lle d   th r o u g h   th o   h a m le t,  w i t h   a  n o d   a n d   a  s m ile   f o r b la c k   Bose  o r  b la c k   K o b e rt,  n o t in g   as  h o   w e n t  t h e ir   l i t t l e w o rd s   a n d   w a y s ,  j o t t i n g   m e n t a lly   d o w n   on  th e   ta b le ts   o f h is   b r a in   e ach   s t r ik in g   p h ra s e   o r  to n e   o r  n a tiv o   po3e  o r in c id e n t.  So h is  i d y l l   to o k   shape o f   its e lf,  he  h a r d ly  k n o w h o w . 

I t   w a s   h o   t h a t   h e ld   th e   pen ;  i t   w as  n a tu r e   h e rs e lf t h a t   d ic ta te d   th o   p lo t ,   th e   d ia lo g u e ,  th e   episodes. 

In   th e   e v e n in g s ,  w h e n e v e r  th e   fa n c y   seized  h im ,  he
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w o u ld   s it   a n d   re a d   a lo u d   w lia t   lie   h a d   w r it t e n   d u r in g   th e d a y   to   h is   c o m p a n io n   C lo m m y . 

T h e r e ,  in   th e   b a lm y  

y lo w  o f   t r o p ic a l  d u s t,  w i t h   th o   s u n s e t  l i g h t i n g   u p   in   p in k o r  p u r p le   th o   p ag e   as  ho   re ad   i t ,   a n d   th o   bree ze   r u s t lin g s o ft  th r o u g h   th e   g o ld e n   le a v e s   o f   th e   s ta r-a p p le ,  t h a t s im p le   ta le   o f   a  s im p le   lif e   w a s   u tte re d   a n d   h e a rd   in   it s n a tiv e   w o r ld ,  to   th e   fu lle s t   a d v a n ta g e . 

B u t   C lo m m y  I 

A s   f o r   C lo m m y ,  she  s a t  e n tr a n c e d ;  w a s   th e re   o v e r  so g ra n d   a  m a n   on   e a rth   as  I v a n ?   N e v e r   b e fo ro   h a d   t h a t b ro w n   g i r l   k n o w n   th e re   w a s   a n y t h in g   o th e r   in   th o   w a y o f  b o o ks   th a n   th o   B ib le ,  th o   h y m n -b o o k ,  a n d   th o   A,  B,  c, in   w h ic h   sho  le a rn e d   to   re a d   a t  th e   n e g ro   v illa g e -s c h o o l d o w n   y o n d e r  a t  L in s te a d . 

A n d   n o w ,  I v a n ’s  ta le   a w o k e  

a   n e w   in te re s t,  a  fre s h   d e lig h t   w i t h i n   h e r. 

S ho  u n d e rs to o d   i t   a l l   th o   b e tte r   in   t h a t   i t   w a s  a  t r u t h f u l   ta le   o f   h e r o w n   la n d  a n d   h e r o w n   p e o p le .  T im e ,  p la ce,  s u rro u n d in g s , a l l   w e re   w h o lly   f a m ilia r   to  h e r.  I t   m a de   h e r  la u g h   a lo w   la u g h   o f  s u rp ris e   a n d   p le a s u re   to   see  h o w  I v a n   h i t   o ff w i t h   o ne  s t r i k i n g  p h ra s e ,  one  d e ft  to u c h , one n e a t  e p ith e t, th o   p e o p le   a n d   t h in g s   she  h a d   k n o w n   a n d   m ix e d   w i t h fro m   h e r  e a rlie s t  c h ild h o o d . 

I n   a  w o r d   i t   w a s   C le m m y ’s 

f ir s t   g lim p s e   in t o   lit e r a t u r e . 

N o w ,  O le m m y   w a s   a  b ro w n  

g i r l ,   a n d   c le v e r  a t  t h a t. 

E u ro p e a n   b lo o d   o f   n o   m e a n  

s tr a in   flo w e d   in   h e r  v e in s — th e   b lo o d   o f   an  a b le   E n g lis h n a v a l  f a m ily . 

T i l l   I v a n   cam e,  in d e e d ,  she  h a d   liv e d   th e  

lif e   a n d   t h o u g h t   th o   th o u g h ts   o f  th o   p e o p le   a ro u n d   h e r. 

B u t   h e r   n e w   c o m p a n io n   w a k e n e d   h ig h e r   c h o rd s ,  u n s u s p e c te d   b y   h e rs e lf,  in   h e r   in n e r   n a tu re . 

S he   re v e lle d   in  

h is   i d y l l . 

O h ,  h o w   s w e e t  th e y   w e re ,  th o s e   e v e n in g s   on th o   h ills id e ,  w h e n   I v a n   to o k   h e r  in t o   h is   c o n fid e n c e ,  as  i t w e re ,  a n d   p o u re d   f o r th   in t o   h e r  e a r  t h a t   d a in t y   ta le   t h a t w o u ld   lia v o   fa lle n   so  f la t   o n   th o   d u ll  ears  o f   h e r  c o m p a n io n s   ! 

F o r   C le m m y   k n o w   n o w   sho  w a s  b e tte r  th a n  

th e   re s t.  S he  h a d   a lw a y s   p r id e d   h e rs e lf,  o f   course,  lik e e v e r y   b r o w n   g ir l ,   o n   h e r  e n n o b lin g   m ix t u r e   o f   E u ro p e a n b lo o d ;  th o u g h   she  n e v e r  k n e w   q u ite   w h y . 

T h is   b o o k
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re v e a le d   i t   to   h e r. 

S ho  re a liz e d   n o w   h o w   in h e rita n c e  

h a d   g iv e n   h e r  s o m e th in g   t h a t   w as  w a n tin g   to   th e   b la c k g ir ls ,   h e r  p la y m a te s ,  in   th o   v illa g e .   S ho  a n d   I v a n   w e re one,  in   one  h a l f   t h e ir   n a tu re s . 

V I I . 

T e n   m o n th s   passed  a w a y .  W o r k in g   b y   fits   a n d   s ta rts , as  th o   m ood  cam e  u p o n   h im ,  I v a n   G re e t  c o m p le te d   a n d re p o lis h e d   h is   m a s te rp ie c e . 

I t   w a s   b u t   a  l i t t l e   t h in g , 

y e t  ho   k n e w   i t   w a s  a  m a s te rp ie c e . 

E v e r y   w o rd   a n d   lin o  

in   i t   p le a se d   a n d   s a tis fie d   h im . 

A n d   w h e n    lie  w a s   s a tis fie d ,  ho   k n e w   ho   h a d   re c k o n e d   w i t h   h is   h a rd e s t  c r it ic . 

H o   h a d   o n ly   to   sen d   i t   h o m o   to   E n g la n d   n o w ,  a n d   g e t  i t p u b lis h e d . 

F o r   th o   re s t,  he   c a re d   l i t t l e . 

L e t   m e n   re a d  

i t   o r  n o t,  le t   th e m   p ra is e   o r  b la m e ,  he   h a d   d o n e   a  p ie c e   o f w o r k   a t  la s t  t h a t   w a s   w o r t h y   o f   h im . 

A n d   C le m m y  a d m ire d   i t   m o re   th a n  w o rd s   c o u ld  fa th o m . 

T h o u g h   she  spoko h e r  o w n   u n c o u th  d ia le c t  o n ly ,  she  c o u ld u n d e rs ta n d   a n d   a p p re c ia te   a ll  t h a t   I v a n   h a d   w r it t e n — fo r I v a n   h a d   w r it t e n   i t . 

T h o s e   te n   m o n th s   o f   d a ily   in t e r cou rse   w i t h   h e r   p o e t  in   a ll   m oods  h a d   been  to   C le m m y   a lib e r a l  e d u c a tio n . 

E v e n   h e r  E n g lis h   im p ro v e d ,  th o u g h  

t h a t   w as  a  s m a ll  m a t t e r ;   b u t   h e r  p o in t   o f   v ie w   w id e n e d a n d   e x p a n d e d   u n s p e a k a b ly . 

I t   w a s   th e   f ir s t   tim e   sho 

h a d   e v e r  been  b r o u g h t  in t o   c o n ta c t  w it h   a  h ig h e r   n a tu re . 

A n d   I v a n   w a s   so  k in d ,   so  g e n e ro u s,  so  s y m p a th e tic . 

I n  

one  w o rd ,  ho   tre a te d   h e r  as  h o   w o u ld   t r e a t  a  la d y . 

A c c u s to m e d   as  she  w a s   o n ly   to   th o   c o a rs e ly   g o o d -n a tu re d b la c k s   o f  h e r  h a m le t,  C le m m y   fo u n d   an   E n g lis h   g e n tle m a n   a  w o n d e r f u lly   lo v a b le   a n d   d e lig h t f u l  c o m p a n io n . 

She  k n e w ,  o f  cou rse,  h e   d id n ’t    love  h e r— t h a t   w o u ld   bo a s k in g   to o   m u c h ;  b u t   ho  w a s   te n d e r  a n d   g e n tle   to   h e r, 
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as  Iiis   p o e t’s  h e a rt  w o u ld   h a v e   m a de   h im   bo  to   a n y   o th e r w o m a n   u n d e r  lik e   c o n d itio n s . 

S o m e tim e s   th e   g ir ls   in  

th e   v illa g e   w o u ld   a s k   h e r  in   co n fid e n ce ,  “   Y o u   t i n k   h im lu b   y o u ,  C le m m y ?   Y o u   t i n k   do  b u c k ra   lu b   y o u ?  ” 

A n d   C 'le m m y ,  lo o k in g   c o y ,  a n d   h o ld in g   h e r  h e a d   on one  s id e ,  w o u ld   a n s w e r,  in   th e   p e c u lia r   J a m a ic a n   s in g song,  “ H im   m in d   o n   h im   b o o k .  H im   d o a n ’ t   t i n k   ob d e m   t in g .   H im   m in d   too   f u ll. 

H im   d o a n 't  t i n k   to   lu b  

m o .” 

B u t   C le m m y   lo v e d    h im — d e e p ly ,  d e v o te d ly . 

W h e n   a 

w o m a n   o f  th e   lo w e r   races  lo v e s   a  m a n   o f   th e   h ig h e r ,  she c lin g s   to   h im   w i t h   th e   f id e lit y   o f   a  d o g   to   it s   m a s te r. 

C le m m y   w o u ld   h a v e   d ie d   f o r   I v a n   G r e e t ;  h e r  w h o le   lif o w as  n o w   b o u n d   u p   in   h e r  E n g lis h m a n . 

H is   m a s te rp ie c e  

w as  to   h e r  s o m e th in g   e ve n   m o re   d iv in o   th a n   to   Iv a n h im s e lf ;   she  k n o w   b y   h e a rt  w h o le   pages  a n d   passages o f  it . 

I n   t h is   d e lic io u s   i d y l l i c   d re a m — a  d re a m   o f   y o u n g   lo v e s a tis fie d   ( f o r   C le m m y   d id n ’ t   a sk  s u c h   im p o s s ib ilitie s   fro m fa te   as  t h a t   I v a n   s h o u ld   lo v e   h e r  as  she  lo v e d   h im ) —  

tho se   h a p p y   m o n th s   sped  a w a y   a ll  to o   fa s t,  t i l l   I v a n ’s w o r k   w a s   fin is h e d . 

O n   th e   m o r n in g   o f  th e   d a y   b e fo re  

ho  m e a n t  to   ta k e   i t   in   to   th e   p o s t  a t  S p a n is h   T o w n ,  a n d send  i t   o ff,  re g is te re d ,  to   h is   frie n d s   in   E n g la n d ,  he w a lk e d   o u t  c a re le s s ly   b a re -fo o te d — so  n e g r o - lik e   h a d   ho b e c o m e — a m o n g   th e   deep  d e w   on   th e   grass  i n   f r o n t   o f  h is s h a n ty .  C le m m y   c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f   h im   fr o m   th e   d o o r,  and s h o o k   h e r  h e a d   g r a v e ly . 

“   I f   y o u   w a s   m y   p ic k n c y ,  I v a n , ”   she  s a id ,  w i t h   tru e A f r ic a n   fre e d o m ,  “  I   t e l l   y o u   w h a t   I   d o :  I   s m a c k   y o u fo r   d a t. 

Y o u   g w in e   to   ta k e   de  fe v e r  ! ” 

I v a n ,   la u g h e d ,  a n d   w a v e d   h is   h a n d . 

“ O h ,  no   fe a r,”   ho   c rie d   l i g h t l y . 

“ I ’ m   a  J a m a ic a n  

b o rn   b y   n o w . 

I ’ ve  ta k e n   to   th e   li f o   as  a  d u c k   ta k e s   to  

th e  w a te r . 

B e sid e s,  i t ’s  q u ite  w a r m ,  C le m m y .  T h is   d e w  

w o n ’ t   h u r t   m e ” 
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C le m m y   th o u g h t  no   m o re   o f   i t   a t  th e   tim e ,  th o u g h   she w e n t  in   a t  once,  a n d   b r o u g h t   o u t  h is   shoes  a n d   socks, a n d   m a de   h im   p u t   th e m   o n   w i t h   m u c h   w o m a n ly   c h id in g . 

B u t   t h a t   n ig h t,   a fte r   s u p p e r,  w h e n   she  to o k   h is   h a n d   in h e rs ,  as  w a s   h e r  w o n t   o f  a n   e v e n in g ,  sho  d re w   h a c k   in s u rp ris e . 

“ W h y ,  I v a n , ”   sho  c rie d ,  a ll   c o ld   w i t h   t e r r o r ,   “ y o u r h a n d   too  h o t ! 

Y o u   d o n e   g o t  de  fe v e r !  ” 

“ W e ll,  I   d o n ’ t   fe e l  q u it e   th e   t ili n g , ”   I v a n   a d m itte d g r u d g in g ly . 

“  I ’ ve  c h ills   d o w n   m y   h a c k   a n d   t h r o b b in g  

p a in   in   m y   h ead. 

I   t h i n k   I ’ l l   t u r n   in   a n d   t r y   som e 

q u in in e ,  C le m m y .” 

O le m m y ’s  h e a rt  s a n k   a t  once. 

S ho  p u t   h im   to   b e d   on  

th e   ro u g h   sack  i n   th e   h u t   t h a t   s e rv e d   fo r   a  m a ttre s s ,  and s e n t  l ’e te r  p o s t  h a s te   d o w n   to   I.in s te a d   f o r   th o   d o c to r. 

I t   w a s  h o u rs   b e fo re   ho  c a m e   ;  ho w a s   d in in g   w it h   a  fr ie n d a t  a  “  p o n n   ”   o n   th o   m o u n ta in s ;  h o   w o u ld n ’ t   h u r r y   h im s e lf  fo r   th o   “   w h it e   tr a s h  ”   w h o   h a d   “   g o n o   n ig g e r ”   on th o   h ills id e . 

M e a n w h ile   C le m m y   s a t  w a tc h in g ,  a ll 

in w a r d   h o rr o r ,  b y   I v a n ’ s  b e d sid e .  L o n g   b e fo re   th o d o c to r  a r r iv e d   h e r  E n g lis h m a n   w a s   d e lirio u s . 

T r o p ic a l 

diseases  r u n   t h e ir   co u rse   w it h   a p p a llin g   r a p id it y ,   l i y th e   tim e   th e   d o c to r  cam e  he  lo o k e d   a t  th o   p a t ie n t   w it h   a careless  eye. 

A l l   th o   w o r ld   ro u n d   a b o u t  h a d   h e a rd   o f 

th e   w h it e   m a n   w h o   “   liv e d   w it h   th o   n ig g e rs ,”   a n d despise d   h im   a c c o rd in g ly . 

“   Y e llo w   fe v e r,”   ho  s a id   c a lm ly ,  in   a  v e r y   c o ld   v o ic e , 

“ l l o   c a n ’ t   ho  m o v e d ,  a n d   h o   c a n ’ t   be  n u rs e d   h e ro . 

A  

p r e t t y   p ig g e r y   t h is   fo r   a  w h it e   m a n   to   d ie   in   !  ” 

C le m m y   c la s p e d   h e r  h a n d s   h a rd . 

“ T o   d io   i n ! ”   sho  echoed  a lo u d . 

“ T o   d ie   i n ! 

T o  

d ie   in   !  ” 

“ W e ll,  lie ’ s  n o t  l i k e l y   t o    lire ,   is   h o ? ”   th e   d o c to r a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  s h a rp   l i t t l e   la u g h . 

“  B u t   w e ’l l   do  

w h a t  w e   can . 

H o   m u s t  bo   n u rs e d   d a y   a n d   n ig h t,   a n d  

k e p t  cool  a n d   w e ll-a ire d ,  a n d   h a v e   a r r o w r o o t  a n d   brandy
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e v e ry   h a lf- h o u r ,  a w a k e   o r  a sle ep — a  c o u p le   o f   tca sp o o n - 

fu ls . 

I   suppose  y o u   can  g e t  som e  o th e r   g ir l   to   h e lp   y o u s it   u p   w i t h   h im   ? ” 

T o   h e lp   h e r  s it   u p   w i t h   h im   ! 

C le m m y   s h u d d e re d   a t 

th e   th o u g h t. 

S he  w o u ld   h a v e   s a t  u p   w i t h   h im   h e rs e lf 

e v e ry   n ig h t   f o r   a  c o n tu ry .  W h a t   w a s   sleep  o r   re s t  to   h e r w h e n   I v a n   w a s   in   d a n g e r ! 

F o r   th e   n e x t   th r e e   d a y s   sho 

n e v e r m o v e d   fro m   h is   s id e  e x c e p t  to   m a k e   fre s h  a r r o w r o o t b y   th e   fire   o u ts id e   th e   h u t ,   o r   to   b r in g   b a c k   a  ca la b a s h   o f c le a r  w a te r  fro m   th e   r iv u le t . 

B u t   h o w   c o u ld   n u r s in g  

a v a il  ?  T h e   w h it e   m a n ’s  c o n s tit u tio n  w a s   a lr e a d y  b ro k e n d o w n   b y   th e   h a rd s h ip s   a n d   b a d   fo o d ,  n a y ,  e v e n   b y   th o v e r y   id le n e s s   o f   th o   p a s t  to n   m o n t h s ;  a n d   t h a t   h u t   w a s , in d e e d ,  n o   f i t   p la c e   to   te n d   h im   in . 

T h e   disease  ra n   it s  

co u rse   w i t h   a ll  it s   f a t a l  s w iftn e s s . 

F r o m   th o   v e r y   f ir s t  

n ig h t   Iv a n   n e v e r  f o r   a  m o m e n t  re c o v e re d   con scio usn ess. 

O n   th e   second  ho   w a s   w o rse . 

O n   th o   t h ir d ,   w it h   th e  

sud de nn ess o f  t h a t  tre a c h e ro u s   c lim a te , a  tr o p ic a l th u n d e r s to rm   b u r s t  o v e r  th e m   u n a w a re s . 

I t   c h ille d   th e   a ir   fa s t. 

B e fo re   i t   h a d   ra in e d   it s e l f   o u t  w i t h   p e a l  u p o n   p e a l  a n d fla s h   u p o n   fla s h ,  in   q u ic k   succession ,  I v a n   G re e t  h a d tu r n e d   o n   h is   side   a n d   d ie d ,  a n d   C le m m y   sat  a lo n e   in   th o h u t   w i t h   a  corpse,  a n d   h e r  u n b o r n   b a b y . 

V I I I . 

F o r   a  w e e k   o r  t w o   th o   w o r ld   w a s   a  b la n k   to   C le m m y . 

S ho   k n o w   o n ly   one  t h in g — t h a t   I v a n   h a d   l o f t   h e r  tw o sacred  le g a c ie s . 

T o   p r i n t   h is   b o o k ,  to   b r in g   u p   h is   c h ild  

— th o s e   w e re   n o w   th o   ta s k s   in   li f o   set  b e fo re   h e r. 

F r o m  

th o   v e r y   f ir s t   m o m e n t  she  re g a rd e d   th e   m a n u s c r ip t  o f   h is m a s te rp ie c e   w it h   th e   p ro fo u n d e s t  re v e re n c e .  E v e n   b e fo re s ix   s ta lw a r t   n e g ro e s  i n   t h e ir   S u n d a y  c lo th e s   cam e  to   b u r y
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h e r  dead  p o e t  o n   th e  s lo p e  o f  th e   h ills id e  u n d e r  a m u r m u r in g   c lu m p   o f   fe a th e ry   b am b oo s,  she  h a d   ta k e n   o u t t h a t   p re c io u s   b u n d le   o f   p a p e rs   fr o m   I v a n ’s  b o x   in   th o c o rn e r,  w h ic h   s e rve d   as  so fa   in   th e   b a re   l i t t l e   s h a n ty , a n d   h a d   w ra p p e d   i t   u p   te n d e r ly   in   h is   b ig   s ilk   h a n d k e rc h ie f,  a n d   re p la c e d   i t   w i t h   c a re ,  a n d   lo c k e d   u p   th o   b o x a g a in ,  a n d   p u t   th e   k e y ,  t ie d   b y   a  s tr in g ,   ro u n d   h e r  n e c k o n   h e r   o w n   b r o w n   bosom . 

A n d   w h e n   Iv a n   w a s  g o n e   fo r 

e ve r,  a n d   h e r  te a rs   w e re   d r y   e n o u g h ,  she  w e n t   to   t h a t b o x   e v e ry   n ig h t   a n d   m o r n in g ,  a n d   u n r o lle d   th o   h a n d k e r c h ie f   r e v e r e n tly ,  a n d   to o k   o u t  th o   u n p r in t e d   b o o k ,  a n d re a d   i t   h e re   a n d   th e re — w it h   p r id e   a n d   j o y   a n d   s o r ro w —  

a n d   fo ld e d   i t   u p   a g a in   a n d   re p la c e d   i t   in   it s   a r k   t i l l a n o th e r  e v e n in g . 

S he  k n e w   n o t h in g   o f   b o o k s — t i l l   t h is  

o n e ;  i t   h a d   n e v e r  e v e n   s tr u c k   h e r  th e y   w e re   th o   o u tc o m e o f  h u m a n   b ra in s   a n d   h a n d s :  b u t   she  k n o w   i t   w a s   h e r b u s in e s s   i n   lif e   n o w   to   p u b lis h   i t . 

I v a n   G re e t  w a s   g on e, 

a n d ,  b u t   f o r   th o se   tw o   le g a c ie s   lie   lo f t   b e h in d   h im ,   she w o u ld   h a v e   w is h e d   to   d ie — she  w o u ld   h a v e   d ie d ,  as negroes  can,  b y  m e re ly   w is h in g   i t .   B u t   n o w   she  c o u ld n ’ t. 

She  m u s t  liv e   fo r   h is   c h i l d ;  she  m u s t  liv e   f o r   h is   i d y l l . 

I t   w as  a  d u t y   la id   u p o n   h e r. 

S he   k n e w   n o t  h o w — b u t 

som e ho w ,  some  tim e ,  she  m u s t  g e t  t h a t   b o o k   p r in te d . 

S ix   w e e ks  la te r ,  h e r  b a b y   w a s   b o rn . 

A s   i t   la y   o n   h e r 

la p ,  a  d e a r,  l i t t l e ,   s o ft,  ro u n d ,  c re a m y -b ro w n   g i r l — h a r d ly b ro w n   a t  a ll,   in d e e d ,  b u t   a  d e lic a te   q u a d ro o n ,  w i t h   deep c h e s tn u t  h a ir   a n d   E u ro p e a n   fe a tu re s — she  lo v e d   i t   i n   h e r h e a rt  f o r   i ls   fa th e r ’s  sake   c h ie fly . 

I t   w a s   I v a n ’s  c h ild , 

m ade  in   I v a n ’s  lik e n e s s . 

T h e y   c h ris te n e d   i t   V a n n a ; 

tw a s  th o   n e a re st  fe m in in e   fo r m   she  c o u ld   d e v is e   to   Iv a n . 

B u t  e ve n   th o   b a b y — h e r  b a b y ,  h is   b a b y — seem ed  h a r d ly m ore  a liv e   to   C le m m y   h e r s e lf  th a n   th o   m a n u s c r ip t  t h a t la y   w ra p p e d   w i t h   s ce n te d   h e rb s   a n d   le a v e s   i n   th e   b o x   in th e   c o rn e r. 

F o r   t h a t   w a s  a ll  I v a n ’s,  a n d   i t   s p o k e   to   h e r s t i l l   w i t h   h is   a u th e n tic   v o ic e — h is   o w n   v e r y   w o rd s ,  h is tone,  h is   u tte ra n c e . 

M a n y  a  tim e   she  to o k   i t   o u t, as  b a b y

[image: Image 85]

[image: Image 86]

30

 rVAN  GREETS  masterpiece. 

la y   asleep,  w i t h   te n d e r  e y e lid s   closed ,  on   th e   b ed  w h e re Iv a n   h a d   d ie d   ( f o r   s a n ita r y   science  a n d   k n o w le d g e  o f   th e g e rm   th e o r y   h a v e n 't  s p re a d   m u c h   as  y e t   to   S t.  T h o m a s - 

in - t h e - Y a lo )   a n d   re a d   i t   a lo u d   i n   h e r  o w n   s in g -s o n g   w a y , a n d   la u g h e d   a n d   c rie d   o v e r  i t ,   a n d   t h o u g h t   to   h e rs e lf, tim o   a n d   a g a in ,  “   H e   w ro te   a l l   t h a t ! 

H o w   w o n d e r fu l  ! 

h o w   b e a u t if u l!  ” 

A s   soon  as  e v e r  she  w a s   w e ll  e n o u g h ,  a fte r   b a b y   cam e, C le m m y   to o k   t h a t   s a c re d   m a n u s c r ip t,  r e v e r e n tly   fo ld e d s t i l l   in   it s   s o ft  s i l k   h a n d k e rc h ie f,  a m o n g   it s   f r a g r a n t h e rb s ,  a n d   w i t h   b a b y   a t   h e r  b re a s t,  tr u d g e d   b y   h e r s e lf a lo n g   th e   d u s ty   ro a d ,  som e  t w e n t y - f iv o   m ile s ,  a ll  th e   w a y in t o   K in g s to n . 

I t   w a s   a  lo n g ,  h o t  w a lk ,   a n d   she  w a s 

w e a k   a n d   i l l ;  b u t   I v a n ’s b o o k   m u s t  bo   p r in t e d ,   le t   i t   cost h e r   w h a t  i t   m i g h t  ;   she  w o u ld   w o r k   h e r s e lf  to   d e a th ,  b u t she  m u s t  m a n a g e   to   p r i n t   i t . 

S he   k n e w   n o t h in g   o f   h is  

f a m ily ,   h is   fr ie n d s   i n   E n g l a n d ;  she  k n e w   n o t h in g   o f p u b lis h in g ,  o r  o f   th e   u t t e r   f u t i l i t y   o f   g e t t in g   th e   ty p e s e t  a t  a   K in g s to n   p r in t in g - o f f ic e ;  she  o n ly   k n e w   t h i s —  

t h a t   I v a n   w ro te   t h a t   b o o k ,  a n d   th a t,  b e fo re   he   d ie d ,  he m e a n t  to   g e t  i t   p r in t e d .   A f t e r   a  w e a ry   tr u d g e ,  b u o y e d o n ly   b y   v a g u e   h op es  o f   f u l f i l l i n g   I v a n ’s  la s t  w is h ,  she re a c h e d   th e   b a k in g   s tre e ts   o f   th e   g r im   w h it e   c ity . 

T o  

h e r  t h a t   s q u a lid   s e a p o rt  seem ed  a  v e r y   b ig   a n d   b u s tlin g - 

to w n . 

W a n d e r in g   th e re   b y   h e rs e lf,  a lo n e   a n d   a fr a id , d o w n   it s   u n w o n te d   th o ro u g h fa re s ,  f u l l   o f   b la c k   m e n   a n d w h ite ,  a ll  h u r r y in g   o n   t h e i r   o w n   e rra n d s ,  a n d   a ll  e q u a lly s tra n g e   to   h e r,  she  c am e   a t  la s t  to   H e n d e rs o n ’ s,  th e p r in t e r ’s.  W i t h   a  v e r y   t im id   a ir ,  she m u s te re d   u p  co u ra g e to   e n te r  th e   s h o p ,  a n d   u n fo ld e d   w i t h   t r e m b lin g   fin g e rs h e r   sacred  b u rd e n . 

T h e   p r in t e r   s ta re d   h a rd   a t  h e r. 

“ N o t  y o u r   o w n ,  I   s u p p o s e ? ”   h e   s a id ,  t u r n in g   i t   o v e r w i t h   a  c u rio u s   eye,  l i k e   a n y   c o m m o n   m a n u s c r ip t,  a n d e v id e n t ly   a m u se d   a t  t h e   b a re   id e a   o f   a  b o o k  b y   an   u p - 

c o u n tr y   b ro w n   g ir l . 

A n d   C le m m y ,  h a lf   a g h a s t  t h a t   a n y   m a n   s h o u ld   to u c h

[image: Image 87]

[image: Image 88]

 TV AS  GREETS  MASTERPIECE. 

r . l

t h a t   h o ly   r e lic   so  l i g h t l y ,   m a d e   a n s w e r  v e r y   lo w ,  “  N o , n o t  m e   o w n . 

M o   f r e n ’s. 

H im   d ead,  a n d   I   w a n t   to   k n o w  

h o w   m u c h   y o u   a x   to   p r i n t   h im . ” 

T h e   m a n   r a n   h is   e ye  th r o u g h   i t ,   a n d   c a lc u la te d r o u g h ly . 

“  O n   p a p e r  lik o   t h is , ”   he  sa id ,  a fte r   j o t t i n g d o w n   a  fe w   fig u re s ,  “  fiv e   h u n d r e d   c o p ie s   w o u ld   s ta n d y o u   in   s o m e th in g   lik e   f iv e - a n d - t h ir t y   p o u n d s ,  e x c lu s iv e o f  b in d in g .” 

F iv e - a n d - t h ir t y   p o u n d s ! 

(J le m m y   d re w   a  lo n g   b re a th . 

I t   w a s  a p p a llin g ,  im p o s s ib le . 

“   V o u   h a v e n ’t   g o t  so  m u c h  

a b o u t  y o u ,  I   suppose !  ”   th e   p r in t e r   w e n t on, w i t h  a la u g h . 

C le m m y ’s  eyes f ille d   w i t h   te a rs . 

F iv e - a n d - t h ir t y  p o u n d s ! 

A n d   a  b ro w n   g i r l ! 

W a s   i t   l i k e l y  ? 

“ I   d o a n ’ t   w a n t   i t   p r i n t   je s ’ y e t,”   she  a n s w e re d ,  w it h a n   e ffo rt,  h a r d ly   k e e p in g   b a c k   h e r  te a rs . 

“  I   o n ly   com e 


to   a x — w a lk   in   a ll   de  w a y   fro m   S t.  T a m m a s -in -d e -V a le , so  m a k e   m e  t ir e d .   B im e -b y ,  p ’ra p s ,  I   p r i n t   h im — w h e n   I done  g o t  de  m o n e y . 

I   d o a n ’ t   g o t  i t   je s ’  y e t — b u t   I ’m  

g w in o   h o m e   to   g e t  i t . ” 

A n d   h o m o   she  w e n t,  h e a v y -h e a rte d   ;  h om e  sho  w e n t  to g o t  i t . 

F iv e - a n d - t h ir t y   p o u n d s ,  b u t   sbe  m e a n t  to   e a rn i t . 

T r a m p ,  tra m p ,  tr a m p ,  sho  tr u d g e d   a lo n g   to   S t. 

T h o m a s .  B e tw e e n   th e   p e s t ile n tia l  la g o o n s   o n   th e   ro a d to   S p a n is h   T o w n   sho  t h o u g h t   i t   a ll  o u t. 

B e fo re   she 

re ach ed   th e   o u ts k ir ts ,  w i t h   h e r  b a b y   a t  h e r  b re a s t,  she h a d   a lre a d y   m a tu re d   h e r  p la n   o f  c a m p a ig n   fo r  th e   fu tu r e . 

( 'om o  w h a t   m ig h t ,   she  m u s t  m a k e   e n o u g h   m o n e y  to   p r i n t Iv a n   G le e t ’s  m a s te rp ie c e . 

S ho   w a s   o n ly   a  b ro w n   g ir l , 

b u t  she  w a s   s t i l l   in   possession  o f   th e   tw o -a c re   p lo t , ;  a n d possession  is  a lw a y s  n in e   p o in ts   o f  th e   la w ,  in   J a m a ic a   as in   E n g la n d . 

In d e e d ,  w i t h   h e r   s im p le   W e s t  I n d ia n  

n o tio n s   o f   p ro p r ie to r s h ip   a n d   in h e rita n c e ,  C lc m m y n e v e r  d o u b te d   f o r   a  m o m e n t  th e y   w e re   r e a lly   h e r  o w n , as  m u c h   as  i f   she  w e re   I v a n ’s  la w f u l  w id o w . 

N o b o d y  

h a d   y e t   com e  to   d is t u r b   o r  e v ic t   h e r ;  n o b o d y   h a d   th e r ig h t ,   in   J a m a ic a   a t  le a s t:  f o r   I v a n   G re e t’s  h e irs , 

[image: Image 89]

[image: Image 90]

 :V2

 IVA N  GREETS  MASTERPIECE. 

e x e c u to rs ,  a n d   a ss ig n s   s lu m b e re d   a t  peace,  fiv e   th o u s a n d m ile s   a w a y ,  oversea  in   E n g la n d . 

So,  as  C le m m y   tra m p e d  

o n,  a lo n g   th e   d u s ty   h ig h   ro a d ,  a n d   b e tw e e n   th e   m a la rio u s s w a m p s ,  a n d   t h r o u g h   th e   g r e y   s tre e ts   o f   d is m a n tle d S p a n is h   T o w n ,  a n d   u p   th o   g r a t e f u l  coolness  o f  th e   R io C o b re   ra v in e   to   h e r 

h o m o   i n   S t.  T h o m a s ,  she  s a id   to  

h e rs e lf  a n d   to   h is   b a b y   a t  h e r   b re a s t  a  th o u s a n d   tim e s o v e r  h o w   she  w o u ld   t o i l   a n d   m o il,  a n d   save  a n d   scra p e , a n d   e a rn   m o n e y   to   p r i n t   h is   la s t  w o r k   a t   la s t  as  he m e a n t  i t   to   be  p rin te d . 

I X . 

A n d   she  w o r k e d   w i t h   a  w i l l . 

S he   d id n ’ t   k n o w   i t   w as 

a  h e ro ic   re s o lv e   o n   h e r  p a r t ;  sh e   o n ly   k n o w   she  h a d   g o t to   do   i t . 

She  p la n te d   y a m   a n d   coffee  a n d   tob acco. 

C offee  a n d   to b a c c o   need  h ig h e r   c u lt iv a t io n   th a n   th e   m o re t h r if t le s s   class  o f   n e g ro e s  u s u a lly   c a re   to   b e s to w   u p o n th e m ;   b u t   C le m m y   w a s   a  b ro w n   g ir l ,   a n d   she  w o rk e d   as b ecam e   th o   d e s c e n d a n t  o f   so  m a n y   s tre n u o u s   w h it e a n c e s to rs.  She  c o u ld   liv e   h e r s e lf  on   th e   y a m s   a n d   b re a d f r u i t ;   w h e n   h e r  c ro p   w a s   r ip e   she  c o u ld   s e ll  th o   ban an as a n d   coffee  a nd  tob acco,  a n d   h o a rd   u p   th e   m o n e y   she  g o t in   a  b o lt   ro u n d   h e r  w a is t,  fo r   she  n e v e r  c o u ld   t r u s t   a ll t h a t   p re c io u s   c o in   a w a y   fro m   h e r  o w n   p erso n. 

F r o m   th o   d a y   o f   h e r   r e t u r n ,   she  w o rk e d   h a rd   w i t h   a w i l l ;  a n d   on  m a rk e t-d a y s   sho  tr u d g e d   d o w n   w i t h   h e r b a s k e t  o n   h e r  h e a d   a n d   h e r  b a b y   in   h e r  a rm s   to   s e ll  h e r s u r p lu s   p ro d u c e   in   L in s te a d   m a rk e t. 

E v e r y   q u a ttie   sho 

e a rn e d   she  tie d   u p   t i g h t   in   th e   g ir d le   ro u n d   h e r  w a is t. 

W h e n   th e   q u a ttie s   re a c h e d   e ig h t   she  e x c h a n g e d   th e m   fo r a  s h illin g — o ne  s h illin g   m o re   to w a rd s   th e   t h ir t y - f iv e p o u n d s   i t   w o u ld   cost  h e r  to   p r i n t   I v a n   G re e t’s  la s t  i d y l l ! 

T h e   p e o p le   in   S t.  T h o m a s   w e re   k in d   to   C le m m y . 

“  H im
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 ?,n

d o a n ’ t   n e b b e rg e t  o b e r  ile  b u c k r a d e a t’ , ”   th e y   s a id . 

“ H im  

ta k o   i t   b e r r y   to   h e a rt. 

H i m   lu b   h im   fo ’  tr u e ,  d a t  g a l 

w i t ’  do  b u c k r a !   ” 

So  th e y   h e lp e d   h e r   s t i l l ,   as  t h e y   h a d  

h e lp e d   I v a n   in   h is   lif e t im e . 

M a n y   a  one  g a v e   h e r  an 

h o u r ’s  w o r k   a t   h e r  p lo t   w h e n   th e   d r o u g h t   th e a to n e d b a d ly ,  o r  a id e d   h e r  to   g e t  in   h e r   y a m s  a n d   s w e e t  p o ta to e s b e fo re   th e   r a in y   season. 

C lc m rn y   w a s   an   O ld   C o n n e x io n   B a p tis t. 

T h e y   a ll 

b e lo n g e d   to   th e   O ld   C o n n e x io n   in   th e   L in s te a d   d is t r ic t . 

Y o u r  n e g ro   is   s tr o n g   o n   d o c t r in a l  th e o lo g y ,  a n d   h o   lik e s th e   p ra c tic a l  sense  o f   s in s   v i s ib ly   w a s h e d   a w a y   b y   to ta l im m e rs io n .  I t   g iv e s   h im   a  c o m fo rta b le   fe e lin g  o f e ffic ie n t re g e n e ra tio n   w h ic h   n o   m e re   in f a n t   s p r in k lin g   c o u ld p o s s ib ly   e m u la te . 

O n e   m o r n in g ,  on   th o   h ills id e ,  as 

C le m m y   s to o d   in   h e r  p lo t   b y   a  g ra c e fu l  c lu m p   o f  w a v in g b am boos,  h a c k in g   d o w n   w it h   h e r   c u tla s s   th o   w e e d s  th a t e n c u m b e re d   h e r  p re c io u s   c o ffe e -b u s h e s — th o   b u s h e s   t h a t w e re   to   p r i n t   I v a n   G r e c t’s  la s t  m a n u s c r ip t— o f   a  sud de n th e   m in is t e r  ro d e  b y  on  h is  m o u n ta in   p o n y — sle e k, s m o o th face d,  o le a g in o u s ,  th o   v e r y   p ic t u r e   a n d   e m b o d im e n t  o f th o   w e ll-fe d ,  n e g ro -p a id ,  u p - c o u n tr y   m is s io n a ry . 

H e  

h a lte d   o n   th e   p a th — a  m e ro   le d g e   o f   b r id le - t r a c k — as  he passed  w h e re   she  stood  b e n d in g   d o w n   a t  h e r  la b o u r. 

“  H e y ,  C le m m y ,”   th o   m in is t e r   c r ie d   in   h is   h a lf-n e g ro to n e — fo r ,  th o u g h   a n   E n g lis h m a n   b o rn ,  ho   h a d   liv e d a m o n g   h is   flo c k   o n   th o   m o u n ta in s   so  lo n g   t h a t   ho   h ad c a u g h t  a t  la s t  it s   v e r y   v o ic e   a n d   a c c e n t— “   th e y   t o l l   me t h is   g o o d - fo r- n o th in g   w h it e   m a n ’s  d e a d   w h o   liv e d   in   th e h u t   h e re . 

T o rh a p s   i t   w a s   b e tte r   s o ! 

In s te a d   o f   t r y i n g  

to   ra is e   a n d   im p ro v e   y o u r   p e o p le ,  he   h a d   s u n k   h im s e lf   to t h e ir   lo w e s t  le v e l. 

So  y o u ’ vo   g o t  h is   h u t   n o w ! 

A n d  

w h a t  a re   y o u   d o in g ,  c h ild ,   w i t h   th e   coffee  a n d   to b a c c o ? ” 

C le m m y ’s  face  b u rn e d   h o t ;  t h is   w a s   sh e e r  d e s e c ra tio n   ! 

T h o   flu s h  a lm o s t sho w e d   t h r o u g h   h e r d u s k y  b ro w n  s k in ,  so in te n s e   w a s   h e r  in d ig n a n t   w r a th  a t  h e a rin g   h e r dead  I v a n d e s c rib e d   b y  t h a t   slee k  f a t  c re a tu re  as a  “ g o o d - fo r- n o th in g
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w h it e   m a n .” 

B u t   she  a n s w e re d   b a c k   b ra v e ly ,  “   H im  

g o o d   f r ie n d   to   m o   fo ’  tru e ,  s a il. 

I   d o a n ’ t   k n o w   n u lfin  

’ b o u t  w h a t   m a k e   h im   cam e  lio a h ,  b u t   I   n e b b e r  see  b u c k ra t r e a t   n a g u r   a n y w h e re   sam e  w a y   lik e   h e   t r e a t   d e m . 

A n ’ 

I   lu b b e d   h im   tr u e . 

A n d   I   g r o w in ’  d e m   c ro p   d u h   to   p r i n ’ 

d e   b o o k   h im   g o n o   l e f t   b e h in d   h im . ” 

T h e   m in is t e r   re fle c te d . 

T h is   w a s   she er  c o n tu m a c y . 

“  B u t   th e   la n d ’s  n o t  y o u rs ,”   h e   s a id   t e s t ily . 

“   I t   b e lo n g s  

to   th e   m a n ’s  r e la tio n s — h is   h e irs   o r  h is   c re d ito rs . 

U n le s s  

o f   c o u rs e ,”   he   a d d e d ,  a fte r   a  pau se ,  j u s t   to   m a k e   t h in g s s u re ,  “  h e   lo f t   i t   b y   w i l l   to   y o u .” 

“  N o ,  sah ,  h im   d o a n t  m a ke   n o   w i l l , ”   C le m rn y   a n s w e re d , t r e m b lin g ,   “  a n ’  h im   d o a n ’ t   le a v o   i t   to   a n y b o d y ,  B u t   I l i b   on  de   la n d   w h ile   I v a n   l i b ,   a n ’  I   d o a n ’ t   g w in e   to   q u it i t   fo r  n o   one  on   c a r t ’  n o w   h im   dead  a n d   b u rie d .” 

“ Y o u   w e re   h is   h o u s e k e e p e r,  I   t h i n k , ”   th e   m in is te r w o n t   o n ,  m u s in g . 

A n d   C le m rn y ,  a d o p tin g   t h a t   u s u a l  e u p h e m is m   o f   th e c o u n t r y   w h e re   s u ch   r e la tio n s   a re   h a b itu a l,  m ade  a n s w e r, h a n g in g   h e r  h ea d,  “   Y e s ,  sah,  I   w a s   h im   h o u se k e e p e r.” 

“   AY h a t  w a s   h is   n a m e ? ”   th e   m in is t e r   a sked,  t a k in g   o u t a  s m a ll  n o te -b o o k . 

“ D e m   c a ll  h im   Iv a n   G r e e t,”   C le m rn y   a n s w e re d   i n c a u tio u s ly . 

“   I v a n   G re e t,”   th e   m in is t e r   re p e a te d ,  s tr o k in g   h is s m o o th   d o u b le   c h in   a n d   r e fle c tin g   in w a r d ly . 

“ Iv a n  

G r e e t! 

I v a n   G r e e t! 

N o   d o u b t  a  K u s s ia n   !  .  .  .  W e ll, 

C le m rn y ,  y o u   m u s t  re m e m b e r,  t h is   la n d ’s  n o t  y o u rs  ;  a n d i f   o n ly   w e   can  f in d   o u t  w h e re   I v a n   G r e e t  b e lo n g e d ,  a n d w r it e   to   h is   r e la tio n s — w h ic h   is ,  o f  course,  o u r  p la in   d u t y  

— y o u ’ l l   h a v e   to   g iv e   i t   u p   a n d   go   b a c k   to   y o u r   fa th e r .” 

H e   s h o o k   h is   p o n y ’s  re in s . 

“  G e t  u p ,  D u ch e ss ! ”   ho  c rie d  

c a lm ly . 

“  G o o d   m o rn in g ,  C le m r n y ;  g o o d   m o r n in g .” 

“ M a m in ’,  s a h ,”   C le m rn y   a n s w e re d ,  ■with  a  v a g u e   fo re b o d in g ,  h e r   h e a r t  s ta n d in g   s t i l l   w i t h   c h i l l y   fe a r  w i t h i n h e r. 
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B u t,  as  soon  as  th e   m in is t e r ’s  a m p lo   b a c k   w a s  tu rn e d , she  la id   d o w n   h e r  c u tla s s ,  to o k   u p   l i t t l e   Y a n n a   fro m   th e g ro u n d   b e s id e   h e r,  pressed  th e   c h ild   to   h e r  b re a s t,  a n d ru s h e d   w i t h   p a s s io n a te   te a rs   to   th e   b o x   in   th o   h u t   th a t c o n ta in e d ,  in   m a n y   fo ld s ,  his  p re c io u s   m a n u s c r ip t. 

She 

to o k   th o   k e y   fro m   h e r  n e c k ,  a n d   u n lo c k e d   i t   e a g e rly . 

T h e n   sho  b r o u g h t   f o r t h   th o   h a n d k e r c h ie f,  u n w o u n d   i t w it h  care,  a n d   s ta re d   h a rd   th r o u g h  h e r  te a rs  a t  t h a t   sacred title -p a g e . 

I l i s   re la tio n s   in d e e d  I 

W h o   w a s   n e a re r  h im  

th a n   h e rs e lf? 

W h o   h a d   o v e r  so  m u c h   r i g h t   to   t i l l   t h a t  

p lo t   o f  la n d   as  sho w h o   w a s   th e  g u a rd ia n  o f   h is   tw o   d y in g le g a cie s  ?  S he  w o u ld   use i t  to  fe e d   h is   c h ild ,   a n d   to   p r i n t h is   la s t  b o o k. 

Sho  c o u ld   k i l l   h is   o w n   f o lk   i f   th e y   cam o 

th e re   to   ta k e   i t   fro m   h e r ! 

X . 

F o r  w e e ks   a n d   w e e ks  a fte r  t h a t,  C le m m y   w o r k e d   o n   in fe a r  a n d   tr e m b lin g . 

W o u ld   I v a n ’s  frie n d s   com e  o u t  to  

c la im   t h a t   p re c io u s   p lo t   fro m   h e r— th e   p lo t   t h a t   w a s   to p u b lis h   h is   im m o r t a l  m a s te rp ie c e  ?  F o r   she  k n e w   i t   w as im m o r t a l;  h a d  n o t I v a n  h im s e lf, w h ile  h o  re a d  i t ,  e x p la in e d so  m u c h   to   h e r?   B u t   s lo w ly   she  p lu c k e d   u p   h e a rt,  as w e e k   a fte r  w e e k   passed  a w a y   u n d is tu rb e d ,  a n d   n o   in t e r lo p e r  cam e  to   d e s tro y   h e r  h a p p in e s s . 

S he  b e g a n   to  

b e lie v e   th e   m in is te r   h a d   sa id   r a th e r   m o re   th a n   ho  m e a n t ; he   n e v e r  h a d   w r i t t e n   a t  a ll  to   I v a n ’ s  f o lk   i n   E n g la n d . 

M o n th   a fte r   m o n th   s lip p e d   a w a y ;   a n d   th e   m a n g o   season cam e,  a n d  th o  to b a c c o  le a v e s  w e re   p ic k e d   in  g o o d   c o n d itio n a n d   so ld ,  a n d   th o   c o ffe e -b e rrie s   rip e n e d . 

N e g ro   frie n d s  

passed  h e r  h u t ,   n o d d in g   k in d ly   s a lu te . 

“   Y o u   m a k in ’ 

p le n ty   m o n e y ,  C le m m y ?   Y o u   s e ll  do  le a f  d e a r?   H e y , b u t   do  p ic k n e y   lo o k   w e ll ?  H im   fa r d e r  p ro u d   n o w   i f  h im can  see  d o   p ic k n e y .” 
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A t   la s t  th e   r a in y   season  w a s   o v e r,  a n d   th e   r iv e r s   w o re f u l l .   M o s q u ito   la rv a l s w a rm e d   a n d  w r ig g le d   b y  th o u s a n d s in   th o   s h a llo w   la g o o n s ;  a n d   w h e n   th e y   g o t   t h e ir   w in g s , th e   sea-breeze  d ro v o   th e m   u p   in   c o u n tle s s   n u m b e rs   to   th e dee p   b a s in  o f  S t.  T h o m a s , a lu k e - lik e  e xp a n se   in   th e  c e n tra l ru n g o   r in g e d   ro u n d   b y   a  c o n tin u o u s   a m p h ith e a tre   o f  v e r y h ig h   m o u n ta in s .  T h e y   w e re   a  t e r r ib lo   p la g u e ,  tlio s o   m osq u ito e s ;  th e y   d ro v o   p o o r  l i t t l e   Y a u n a   h a lf  w i l d   w i t h   p a in a n d   te r r o r . 

A   d o z e n   tim e s   in   th e   n ig h t   th e   to n d e r  l i t t l o c re a tu re   w o k e  c r y in g   fro m  t h e ir  b ite s . 

C le m m y   s tre tc h e d  

a  v e il  o v e r  h e r   face,  b u t   t h a t   m a d e   l i t t l o   d iffe re n c e . 

T h o s e   w re tc h e d   m o s q u ito e s   b i t   r i g h t   t h r o u g h   th e   v e il. 

C le m m y   d id n ’ t   k n o w   w h e re   to   t u r n   to   p ro te c t  h e r  b a b y . 

“   H im   b u c k r a   b a b y   ;  d a t  w h a t  do  m a tte r ,”   o ld   K a c h e l s u g g e s te d   g r a v e ly .  “   N a g u r   b a b y   d o a n ’ t   fe e l  de  ’s k e e te r b it o   sam e  lik e   o’  b u c k ra .  N a g u r   f o lk   a n d   ’s k e e te r  b e lo n g a ll  o’  sam e  c o u n try . 

B u t   b u c k r a   d o a n ’ t   lia b   n o   ’s k e e te r 

i n   E n g la n d . 

M is s y   Q u e e n   d o a n ’ t   ’ lo w   d e m .  N o w   d is  

’o re   c h ilo   b u c k r a — tre e   p a r t   b u c k ra   a n ’  one  p a r t   n a g u r . 

D a t  w h a t  fo r   m a k e   h im   so  m u c h   fe e l  de  ’s k e e te r.” 

“ B u t   w h a t  can   I   d o   f o r   ’to p   h im ,  m a r r a ? ”   C le m m y in q u ir e d   d e s p o n d e n tly . 

“  I t   o n ly   one  w a y ,”   o ld   B a c lic l  a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  v e r y sago  face ,  “ B u r n   s m u d g e  b e fo ro   de d o o r.  D a t   d r iv e   a w a y  

’ s k e e te r.” 

N o w   a  s m u d g e   is   a  fre s h -c u t  t u r f   o f   a ro m a tic   p e a ty m a rs h   v e g e ta tio n ;  y o u   l i g h t   i t   b e fo re   th o   h u t ,   w h e re   i t s m o u ld e rs   s lo w ly   d u r in g   th e   d a y   a n d   e v e n in g ,  a n d   th e s m o k e   k e e p s   th o  m o s q u ito e s  fro m   e n te r in g   th e   p la c e   w h ile th e   d o o r  s ta n d s   open. 

C le m m y   t r ie d   th e   s m u d g e   n e x t 

d a y ,  a n d   fo u n d   i t   m o s t  e ffica cio u s. 

F o r   t w o   o r  th re e  

n ig h ts   l i t t l e   V a n u a   s le p t  p e a c e fu lly . 

O ld   lia c h e l  n o d d e d  

h e r   h e a d . 

“   K e e p   h im   b u r n in g , ”   she  a d v is e d ,  “  t i l l   de   w a te r  d r y u p , a n ’  de  w o r m ,  d e m   k i l l ,  a n d   i t   d o a n ’ t  no   m o re   ’s k e e te r.” 

C le m m y   fo llo w e d   h e r   m o th e r’s  a d v ic e   to   th e   le t t e r   in
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th is   m u tte r. 

E a c h   m o r n in g   w h e n   sho  w e n t   o u t  to   w o r k  

on  h e r  p lo t,  w it h   l i t t l e   V a u m i  la id   t e n d e r ly   i n   h e r  one s h a w l  o n  th e   g ro u n d   close  b y , sho  lig h t e d   th e   s m u d g o   a n d k e p t  i t   s m o u ld e rin g   a ll  d a y ,  r e n e w in g   i t   n o w   a n d   a g a in as  i t   b u r n t   o u t  th r o u g h   th e   e v e n in g . 

O n   T h u r s d a y ,  as 

w as  h e r  w o n t,  sho  w e n t  d o w n   w i t h   h e r  g oo ds  to   L in s to a d to   m a rk e t.  O n  h e r  h e a d   sho  c a rrie d   h e r b a s k e t  o f   “  b ro a d - 

k in d  ” — t h a t   is   to  s a y , y a m ,  a n d   th e  o th e r fa r in a c io u s   ro o ts o r  f r u it s   w h ic h   a re   to   th o   n e g ro   w h a t   w h e a te n   b re a d   is to   th o   E u ro p e a n   p e a sa n t. 

S he  w a lk e d   a lo n g   e re c t,  w i t h  

th e   fre e ,  s w in g in g   g a it   p e c u lia r  to   h e r  c o u n try w o r n o n , u n tra m m e lle d   b y   s ta y s   a n d   th e   o th e r  a b o m in a tio n s   o f c iv iliz e d   c o s tu m e ;  l i t t l e   V a n n a   o n   h e r  a r m   c ro w e d   a n d g u rg le d   m e r r ily .   ’ T w a s   a  b r o ilin g   h o t d a y ,  b u t  C le m m y ’s h e a rt  w a s  lig h t e r . 

W a s   th e re   o v e r  s u c h   a  tre a s u re   as 

t h a t   f a i r   l i t t l o   V a n n a ,  w h it e s t   o f   q u a d ro o n s ? — a n d   sho w as  s a v in g   u p   fa s t  fo r   th e   seco nd   o f  th o s e   t h i r t y - f i v e p re c io u s   p o u n d s   to w a r d s   p r in t in g   I v a n ’ s  m a n u s c r ip t ! 

I n   th o   m a rk e t-p la c e   a t  L in s te a d   she  s a t  a ll  d a y   a m o n g th o   c h a t te r in g   negvesses,  w h o   c h a ffe re d   fo r   q u a ttie s , w it h   w h it e   te e th   d is p la y e d ,  o r  h ig g le d   o v o r  th e   p ric e   o f b r e a d fr u it  a n d   p la n ta in . 

’ T is   a  p r e t t y   scene, one  o f   thoso 

t r o p ic a l  m a rk e ts ,  w i t h   it s   s h o r t - k ir t le d   b la c k   g ir ls ,   b a re le g g e d   a n d   b a re -fo o te d ,  in   t h e ir   b r ig h t   c o tto n   g o w n s   a n d t h e ir   c rim s o n   b a n d a n n a s . 

B e fo ro   th e m   s ta n d   b a s k e ts   o f  

g o ld e n   m a ng oe s  a n d   p u r p le   s ta r- a p p le s ;  o ra n g e s   lie   p ile d in   l i t t l o   p y r a m id s   o n   th o   g r o u n d ;  g re e n   s h a d d o c k s   a n d g re a t  s lice s   o f  p in k -fle s h e d  w a te r -m e lo n   te m p t   th e   t h i r s t y p a s s e r-b y   w i t h   t h e ir   j u i c y   lu s c io u s n e ss . 

O v e r  a ll  rise s 

th o   c o n s ta n t  d in   o f   s h r i l l   A f r ic a n   vo ic e s   ;  ’ tis   a  p e rfe c t s a tu rn a lia   o f   h u b b u b   a n d   n o is e ,  in s t in c t   w it h   b r i g h t c o lo u r  a n d   a liv e   w i t h   m e r r y   faces. 

So  C le m m y   s a t  th e re   a ll  d a y ,  e n jo y in g   h e rs e lf a fte r   h e r fa s h io n ,  in   t h is  w e e k ly  g a th e r in g   o f   a ll  th e  s o c ie ty   k n o w n to   h e r. 

F o r   th e   m a rk e t-p la c e   is   th o   p o p u la r  n e g ro   s u b s t it u t e   fo r   th e   A t   H o m e s   a n d   A s s e m b ly   R o o m s  o f   m o rs
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c iv iliz e d   c o m m u n itie s . 

Y a n n a   c ro w e d   w i t h   d o lig h t   to  

sco  th o   l i t t l o   b lu c k   b a b ie s   in   t h e ir   m o th e r ’s  a rm s ,  a n d   th e l> r o tty   re d   to m n to o s  s c a tte re d   a ro u n d   loose  a m o n g   th o g le a m in g   o ra n g e s .  I t   w as  la te   w h e n   C le m m y   rose  to   go h om o   to   h e r  h a m le t, 

S ho  tru d g e d   a lo n g ,  g a ily   e n o u g h , 

w i t h   h e r  la u g h in g   c o m p a n io n s ;  m o re   th a n   a  y e a r   b a d passed  n o w   s in c o   I v a n ’s  d e a th ,  a n d   a t   tim e s ,  in   th o  j o y   o f m o re   m o n e y   e a rn e d   fo r   h im ,  she  c o u ld   h a l f   fo r g e t  h e r g re a t  g r ie f  fo r   Iv a n . 

T h o   s u n   w a s   s e ttin g   as  sho  re a c h e d  

h e r   o w n   p lo t. 

F o r   a  m o m e n t  h o r  h o a r t  cam e  u p   i n t o   h e r 

m o u th . 

T h e n   sho  s ta rto d   w i t h   a  c r y .   S ho   g azed   b e fo re h o r  in   b la n k   h o rr o r . 

T h e   h u t   h a d   d is a p p e a re d   ! 

I n   it s  

p la c e   s to o d   a  m ass  o f s t i l l   s m o u ld e r in g   ashes. 

I n   ono  second  sho  u n d e rs to o d   th e  f u l l   m a g n itu d e   o f   h e r loss,  a n d   h o w   i t   h a d   a ll  h a p p e n e d . 

W i t h   a  w o m a n ’s 

q u ic k n e s s   she  p ic tu r e d   i t   to   h e r s e lf  b y   p u re   in s t in c t . 

T h e   s m u d g e  h a d   set  tir e   to   th e   c lu m p s   o f  d r y   g ra s s   b y   th o d o o r  o f  th e   h u t ;  th e   g ra s s   h a d   lig h t e d   u p   th o   t h i n   w a ttle a n d   p a lm   t h a tc h   ;  a n d   once  s e t  a fire ,  on  t h a t   s w e lte rin g - 

d a y ,  h e r  h o m o   h a d   b u r n t   d o w n   to   th o   g ro u n d   lik e   tin d e r . 

T w o   o r  tln-eo  b ig   n e g ro e s   sto o d   g a z in g   in   b la n k   s ile n c e a t  th o   l i t t l o   h e a p   o f   r u in s — o r  r a t h e r   o f   ash ,  f o r   a ll   w a s n o w   c o n s u m e d   to   a  fin e   w h ite   p o w d e r. 

C le m m y   ru s h e d  

a t  th e m   h e a d lo n g   w i t h   a  w i l d   c r y   o f   suspense. 

“ Y o u  

save  de   b o x ?  ”   sho  fa lte r e d   o u t  in   h e r  a g o n y .  “   Y o u   savo do  b o x ?   Y o u   h e ro   w h e n   i t   b u r n in g ? ” 

“  N o b o d y   d o a n ’t   see  t i l l   h im   a ll   in   a  b la z e ,”   ono  you ng - 

n e g ro   r e p lie d   in   a  s u r ly  v o ic e , as n e g ro e s   u se  in   a  m o m e n t o f  d is a s te r ;  “   a n ’  d o n ,  w h e n   w o   see,  w e   d o a n ’ t   a b le   to   do n u ffin .” 

C le m m y   la id   d o w n   h e r   c h ild . 

“   D o   b o x ,  de  b o x   !  ”   she 

c rie d   i n   a  fre n z ie d   v o ic e ,  d ig g in g   d o w n   w i t h   tre m u lo u s h a n d s   in t o   th e   s m o k in g   ashes. 

T h e   s q u a re   fo r m   o f   th o  

h u t   w a s   B t ill  r u d e ly   p re s e rv e d   b y   th e   p ile   o f  w h it e p o w d e r,  a n d   she  k n e w   in   a  m o m e n t  i n   w h ic h   c o rn e r  to lo o k   f o r   i t . 

R u t  she  d u g   li k e   a  m a d   c re a tu re . 

S oon  a ll
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w as  u n c o v o ro d .  T h o   c a lc in e d   re m a in s   o f   I v a n ’s  c lo th e s w o ro   tlio r e ,  a n d   a  lo w   c h a rre d   fra g m e n ts   o f  w h a t   seom ed lik e   p a p e r. 

A n d   t h a t   w a s   a ll. 

T h o   p re c io u s   m a n u s c r ip t 

it s o lf   w as  u t t e r ly   d e s tro y e d . 

I v a u   G  ro o t’s  o n e   m a s te r 

p ie c e   w as  lo s t  f o r   e v e r. 

X I . 

C lo m m y   c ro u c h e d   o n   th o   g ro u n d   w it h   h e r  a rm s   ro u n d h e r  kne es.  She  s a t  th e re   c o w o r iu g .  She  w a s  too   a p p a lle d fo r  te a rs ;  h e r  eyes  w e re   d r y ,   b u t   h e r  h e a r t  w a s   b re a k in g . 

F o r  a m in u te   o r  tw o   she  c ro u c h e d   m o tio n le s s   in   d e a th ly s ile n c e .  E v e n   th o  n e g ro e s   h e ld   t h e i r   peace.  I n s t in c t iv e ly th e y   d iv in e d   th o   f u l l   d e p th   o f  h e r  m is e r y . 

A f t e r   a  w h ile   she  rose  a g a in ,  a n d   to o k   V a n n a   o n   h e r la p . 

T h e   c h ild   c rie d   f o r   fo o d ,  a n d   C lo m m y   o pened  h e r bosom . 

T h e n   she  s a t  th e re   lo n g   b eside   th e   r u in s   o f  h e r h u t. 

N egresses  c ro w d e d   ro u n d   a n d   t r i e d   in   v a in   to  

c o m fo rt  h o r. 

H o w   c o u ld   th e y   u n d e rs ta n d   h e r   lo s s  ? 

T h e y   d id n ’ t   k n o w   w h a t  i t   m e a n t:  f o r   in   t h a t   m o m e n t  o f a n g u is h   C lo m m y   f e l t   h e rs e lf  a  w h it e   w o m a n . 

T h e y  

spo ke   to   h e r  o f  th e   h u t. 

T h e   h u t   1  W h a t   to   h e r   w o ro  

te n   th o u s a n d   p ala ce s  ! 

I f   y o u   h a d   g iv e n   h e r  th o   K i n g ’s 

H o u s e   a t  S p a n is h   T o w n   t h a t   n ig h t   i t   w o u ld   h a v e   b ee n a ll   th e   sam e.  N o t  th o   r o o f   o v e r  h e r  h e a d ,  b u t   I v a n G re e t’s  m a n u s c rip t. 

S he  ro c k e d   h e rs e lf u p   a n d   d o w n   as  sho  c o w e re d   on   th o g ro u n d ,  a n d   m o a n e d   in a r t ic u la t e ly . 

T h e   r o c k in g   a n d  

m o a n in g   lu lle d   V a n n a   to   slee p. 

H is   c h ild   w a s   n o w   a ll 

sho h a d   le f t   to   liv e  fo r.  F o r   h o u rs  she  c ro u c h e d   on   t ile  b a ro g ro u n d ,  n e v e r  u t t e r in g   a  w o r d   :  th e   negresses  s a t  ro u n d , a n d   w a tc h e d   h e r  i n t e n t ly . 

N o w   a n d   a g a in   o b i  E u c h e l 

b e g g e d   h e r  to   com e  h o m o   to   h e r   s te p fa th e r’s  h u t ;  b u t C le m m y   c o u ld n ’t   s t i r   a  s te p   fro m   th o s e   s a c re d   ashes. 

I t  

g re w   d a rk   a n d   c h i l l y ,   fo r  I v a n   G r e e t’ s  p lo t   s to o d   h ig h   o n
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tlac  m o u n ta in . 

O n o   b y   uno  th e   neg re sse s  d ro p p e d   o il' 

lo   t h e ir   h u t s ;   C le m m y   s u t  th e re   s t i l l ,   w i t h   h e r  n a k e d le o t  b u r ie d   deep  in   th e   h o t  ash,  a n d   I v a n   G ro e t’s  b a b y cla sp e d   close  to   h e r  b osom . 

A t   la s t  w i t h   tr o p ic a l  u n e xp e c te d n e s s,  a  g ro a t  fla s h   o f lig h t n in g   b la z e d   f o r th ,   a ll  a t  onco,  a n d   s h o w e d   th e   w id o b a s in   a n d   th e   m o u n ta in s   ro u n d   as  d is t in c t   as  d a y lig h t . 

I n s t a n t ly   a n d   s im u lta n e o u s ly   a  t e r r ib le   c la p   o f  th u n d e r b e llo w e d   a lo u d   in   t h e ir   ears. 

T h e n   th e   r a in - c lo u d   b u rs t, 

I t   cam e  d o w n   in   a  s in g le   s h e e t  w it h   e q u a to r ia l  v io le n c e . 

O ld   R a c h e l  a n d   th e   fe w   re m a in in g   negresses fle d   h om e . 

T h e y   seized   C le m m y ’s  a rm ,  a n d   t r ie d   to   d ra g   h e r ;  b u t C le m m y   s a t  d o g g e d   a n d   re t  is o d   to   a c c o m p a n y   th e m . 

T h e n   th e y   s ta rte d   a n d   l o f t   h e r. 

A l l   n ig h t   lo n g   th e  

s to rm   ra g e d ,  a n d   th e   th u n d e r   ro a re d   a w o s o m e ly . 

G re a t 

flash es  lig h t e d   u p   s w a y in g   ste m s   o f  c o c o n u ts   a n d   b e n t c lu m p s   o f   b a m b o o ;  h u g e   p a lm s   sn a p p e d   s h o r t  lik e   reeds b e fo re   th e   w in d   ;  lo u d   p ea ls  r e n t   th e  s k y   w i t h   t h e ir  cease-loss  a r t i l l e r y . 

A n d   a ll   n ig h t   lo n g ,  in   s p ite   o f   s to rm   a n d  

w in d , th o  r a in  p e lte d  d o w n   in  one u n e n d in g  flo o d , as th o u g h i t   p o u re d   b y   g re a t  le a k s   fro m   som e  h e a v e n ly   re s e rv o ir. 

T o r r e n ts   to r e   d o w n   th e   h i l l s ;  m a n y   h u ts   w e re   s w e p t a w a y ;  s tre a m s  ro a re d  a n d  ra v e d ;  d e v a s ta tio n   m a rk e d  t h e ir t r a c k ;  ’ tw a s   a  c a r n iv a l  o f   r u in ,   a  m e m o ra b le   h u rric a n e . 

H a il  r a ttle d   a t   t im e s ;  a ll  w a s  b la c k   as  p itc h ,  savo  w lio n th e  li g h t n i n g  s h o w e d  e v e r y t h in g  m o re  v i v i d  th a n  d a y lig h t . 

B u t   C le m m y   s a t  o n,  h o t  a t  h e a rt  w i t h   h e r  a g o n y . 

W h e n   m o r n in g   d a w n e d   th o   t e r r if ie d   n e g ro e s   c re e p in g f o r t h   fro m   t h e i r   s h a n tie s ,  fo u n d   h e r  s t i l l   on   h o r  p lo t, c ro u c h in g   close  o v e r   his  c h ild ,   b u t   s t i f f   a n d   s ta r k   and c o ld   a n d   life le s s . 

H e r   b a re   fe e t  h a d   d u g   deep  in   th o  

ashes  o f  I v a n ’s  h u t ,   n o w   w a s h e d   b y   th o   r a in   to   a  sodden re m n a n t.  L i t t l e   V a n n a  ju s t  b re a th e d   in   h e r  dead  m o th e r’s a rm s . 

O ld   R a c h e l  to o k   h e r. 

A n d   t h a t ’ s  w h y   th e   w o r ld   h a s  n e v e r  h e a rd   m o re   o f I v a n   G r e e t’s  m a s te rp ie c e . 
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 KAREN. 

A   C A N A D I A N   R O M A N C E . 

I . 

I t   w a s   a  M o u n o n ite   c le a r in g   o n   th e   U p p e r   O tta w a . 

A l l  

ro u n d ,  a  s tu n te d   p in e -fo re s t  c o v e re d   t lie   lo w   g r a n ite   h ills  

— s lim   s te m s   s c a rc e ly   a b le   to   ro o t  th e m s e lv e s  o b liq u e ly   in th e   ra re   c le fts   o f t h a t   b a rr e n   ic e - w o rn   ro c k . 

I n   th o   fo r e g ro u n d ,  a  d ee p   la k e   s lu m b e re d   c a lm   b e tw e e n   h ig h   c ra g s , th o   p e a ty   s o il  t h a t   s u rro u n d e d   it s   m a r g in   s ta rr e d   t h ic k u n d e rfo o t  w it h   g re a t  w h it e   c u p s  o f   th e   c re e p in g   A m e ric a n c a lla - lily .   A   g ro u p   o f   lo g - h u ts   o c c u p ie d   a  n o o k   b y   th e s h o r e ;  b e h in d   th e m ,  some  ru d e   c o rn -p lo ts   ;  th e n   th e   u n b ro k e n   fo re s t.  I t   w a s   a  b e a u t if u l  scene,  b u t   v e r y   s o m b re a n d   d e s o la te ;  m o s t  r o m a n tic   to   s k e tc h ,  m o st  g lo o m y   to liv e  in . 

A b o v e   a ll  in   w in t e r  ! 

T o   th is   lo n e ly   s p o t,  m ile s   a w a y   fro m   th o   w o r ld , a s m a ll c o lo n y   o f   R u s s ia n   r e lig io u s   fa n a tic s   h a d   d r if te d ,   to   ta k e re fu g e   fro m   th e   d e s p o tis m   o f   th e  O rth o d o x  C h u rc h .  T h e y a re   a  s im p le ,  to ils o m e ,  G o d -fe a rin g   lo t,  th e s e   b ro n z e -fa c e d a n d  b e a rd e d   M e n n o n ite s ,  v e r y   a u s te re   a n d   a s c e tic — a  s o rt o f   m ild -e y e d ,  m e la n c h o ly   R u s s ia n   e d it io n   o f  th e   Q u a k e rs o r th e  M o r a v ia n s ;  a n d   th e y  flo c k  to  C anada, p a r t ly   because th e   c o u n tr y   is   c o n g e n ia lly   c o ld   a n d   fo re s t-c la d , b u t   p a r t ly also  because  th o   lif e   a n d   th e   m ode  o f  la b o u r  th e re   e x a c tly s u it   th e m . 

I n   th o s e   u n b ro k e n   w ild s ,  f a r   fro m   th e   d in   o f c itie s ,  th e y   f e ll  t im b e r ,   a n d   p la n t   I n d ia n   c o rn ,  a n d   spe ak
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w i t h   to n g u e s ,  a n ti  w o r s h ip   G o d   in   t h o ir   o w n   q u a in t fa s h io n ,  n o   m a n   h in d e r in g . 

T h e   w in t e r   is   h a rd   o n   th e  

U p p e r  O tta w a ,  b u t   th o   ir o n   g r ip   o f  th e   C z a r  is   m a n y d eg re es  h a rd e r, 

I I   s in k s   o fte n   b e lo w   th o   z e ro   o f   h u m a n  

e n d u ra n c e . 

I n   th o   s p r in g ,  h o w e v e r,  e ve n   th o   M e n n o u ito   fa n c y l i g h t l y  tu r n s   to   th o u g h ts   o f  lo v o . 

N o w   i t   w a s  a  g lo rio u s  

s p r in g   d a y ,  o f   th o   tr u e   A m e ric a n   s o rt,  w h e n   th e   m a p le s w e re  ju s t   c lo t h in g   th c m s o lv e s   in   th o   f ir s t   w a n   g re e n   o f e a r ly   y o u th ,  a n d   th o   b lo o d -ro o t  w a s   o p e n in g   it s   p a le p e ta ls   t i m i d l y   to   th o   w a r m   C a n a d ia n   s u n . 

A   y o u n g   m a n  

a n d   a  g i r l   s to o d   o n   th o   t r a i l   th r o u g h   th e   w o o d   t h a t   le d fro m   N i j n i   O u ra ls k   to   R o b in s o n ’s  P o rta g e ,  th e   n e x t  r a w s e ttle m e n t. 

T h e y   w e re   R u s s ia n s   b y   b ir t h ,   b u t   t h e ir  

speech  w a s  E n g lis h   ;  th o   c o m m o n -s c h o o l  s y s te m   o f  th e c o u n t r y   h a d   g iv e n   th e m   t h a t. 

T h o   y o u n g   m a n   w a s   t a ll, 

a n d   lis so m e ,  a n d   b lu e -e y e d ,  a n d   h a n d s o m e ;  th e   g i r l   w a s s h r in k in g   a n d   d e lic a te ,  lik e   a n   I n d ia n   p ip e - p la n t. 

“   T o -m o rr o w   w e   s h a ll  k n o w  a ll,  K a r e n ,”  th e   y o u n g   m a n w a s   s a y in g   h o p e fu lly ,  as  he   h e ld   h e r   h a n d   in   h is ,  th o u g h she  h a lf  s tro v e   to   d is e n g a g e   i t ,   lik e   one  w h o   tr ie s   h a rd   to do   h e r  d u t y ,   i n   s p ite   o f  in c lin a t io n . 

“   T o - m o r r o w   w o  

s h a ll  k n o w   a l l ;  a n d ,  p o rh a p s ,  w e   s h a ll  k n o w   th e   b e s t—  

th e   v e r y   b e s t— m y   d a r lin g . ” 

T h e   g ir l   lo o k e d   b a c k   a t  h im   d o u b t f u lly ,   w i t h   a  v e r y w is t f u l  lo o k . 

T e a rs   s w a m   in   h e r  d im   eyes. 

She  w a s  

v e r y   m u c h   in   lo v o   w i t h   h im . 

“  A n d   p e rh a p s   w e   s h a ll 

k n o w   th e   w o r s t,”   sho  sa id ,  w i t h   a  s ig h   o f  r e s ig n a tio n . 

“  I t   is   as th e   L o r d   w ills   i t ,   I v a n . ” 

Iv a n   ra is e d   t h a t   l i t t l e   w h it e   h a n d ,  a ll   tr e m b lin g ,   to   h is lip s .  K a r e n   w a s   a lw a y s   a  p e s s im is t— th o u g h   h o   h a d n ’ t s u c h   a  tin e   w o r d   a t   h is   to n g u e ’ s  t i p   to   e xp re ss   i t   w it h , l i e   k is s e d   th e   s t r u g g lin g   l i t t l e   h a n d   w i t h   p ro fo u n d d e v o tio n . 

T h e s e   R u s s ia n s   a re   in te n s e   in   w h a te v e r  t h e y do. 

“   A n d   i f   i t   com es  to   th e   w o r s t,”   h e   s a id ,  in   v e r y   te n ta 

[image: Image 111]

[image: Image 112]

 KAREN. 

 i .! 

t i v e   to n e s ,  “  i f   i t   goes  a g a in s t  u s,  y o u   w i l l   o b e y   tb e in , K a r o n  ? ” 

T b e   g i r l   d r e w   b a c k   as  i f   sh o c ke d . 

“ O b ,  I v a n ! ”   sho  c rie d ,  in   a la rm . 

“ Y o u   w o u ld   n o t 

s u r e ly   r e b e l! 

I t   is   H is   w i l l ,   Iv a n  ! ” 

T b e   y o u n g   m a n   passed  a  p u z z le d   b a u d   o v o r  b is   f a ir b ro w n   b e a rd . 

“  I t   is   l l i s   w i l l ,   I   s up po se,”   bo  s a id   s lo w ly ,   “  s in c e   tb o E ld e rs   t e l l   us  so.  H u t   i t ’s  v e r y   m y s te rio u s ." 

K a r e n   g azed   deep in t o   b is  tr u e  e ye s — th o se   c le a r, h o n e s t b lu e   eyes  o f  b is ,  a n d   a n s w e re d   w i t h   a  b u r s t —-

“  I   s o m e tim e s   t h i n k   H o  w o n ’t   p u t   t h is   b u rd e n   u p o n   o u r tw o   p o o r  h e a rts ,  Iv a n . 

I   h a v e   p ra y e d   so  b a rd . 

I   t h in k  

y o u    must  d r a w   m e .” 

“   I   t h i n k   so,  to o ,”   I v a n   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   th e   h o p e fu l o p tim is m   o f   e a r ly   m a n h o o d . 

“  F o r   I   a ls o   h a v e   p ra y e d . 

P ra y e d   e a rn e s tly ,  f e r v e n t ly . ” 

“   A h ,  ye s,  b u t   p e rh a p s   y o u r   p ra y e rs   w e re   to o   c a r n a l,” 

th e   g i r l   e x c la im e d   in   a n   a n x io u s   v o ic e ,  w i t h   a  f a in t   shade o f  t e r r o r   p a s s in g   s lo w ly   across  h e r   face . 

“ I t   m a y   be  i l l  

fo r   o u r  s o u ls   t h a t   y o u r   p e t it io n   s h o u ld   be  a n s w e re d .  A n d P e te r  V e rs to ft'h a s   p ra y e d   too. 

I   k n o w   h o   lo v e s   m e .” 

“   B u t   n o t  as   I  lo v e   y o u ,  K a r e n ,”   I v a n   c rie d ,  a ll  e ag er, w i t h   a  re d   g lo w   o n   h is   face . 

“  N o ,  m y   c h ild ,   n o t  as  I  

lo v o   y o u ! 

O h   yes,  I   k n o w   h o   fo llo w s   y o u   a b o u t,  a n d  

s ig h s   a fte r   y o u ,  a n d   d re a m s   o f   y o u . 

H o w   c o u ld   h e   h e lp  

i t ,   in d e e d ?   T h e ro ’ s  n o   g i r l   in   a ll  O u r a ls k   a  m a n   c o u ld lo v o   b u t   y o u .” 

l i e   p lu c k e d   tw o   w h it e   s n o w -b lo s so m s , 

w it h   a  t i n y   s p r ig   o f   ta m a ra c k   f o r   f e a th e r y   v e r d u re ,  a n d p la ced   th e m   r e v e r e n tly   in   th e   o p e n in g   o f   h e r  s im p le b o d ice . 

“   P e te r  Y e r s to ff!  ”   he   e x c la im e d   once  m o re ,  w it h p ro fo u n d   c o n te m p t  in   h is   to n e . 

“  I   t e ll  y o u ,  K a r e n ,  he 

hasn ’t   g o t  i t   in   h im . 

P e te r  doe sn ’ t   k n o w   h o w   to   lo v e   as

r  d o ! ” 

“   I ’m   a fr a id   n o t,"   K a r e n   a n s w e re d   d e m u re ly ,  tru e   to h e r  a u s te re   f a it h . 

“  I ’ m   a fr a id   y o u   m a k e   a n   id o l  o f   one
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w h o   is, a fte r   a ll,  b u t   o f   th e   e a rth ,  e a r th y .  F o r   y o u r   s o u l’ s sake ,  I   m a y   bo   d e n ie d   y o u . 

I t   is   as  I I o   w ills ,   I v a n . ” 

“  I f  y o u    a re  d e n ie d   m o ------- ”   I v a n   b e g a n ,  i n   a   w i l d  o u t b u r s t  o f  h o t   y o u th . 

B u t   K a r e n   c la p p o d   h e r  s m a ll  h a n d  

on   h is   m o u th   d is a p p r o v in g ly . 

“  O h ,  d o n ’t   s a y   i t ,   d o a r  I v a n , ”   she  c rie d ,  w i t h   a  p e rs u a s iv e   lo o k . 

“  F o r   b o th   o u r  sakes,  d o n ’ t   s a y   i t !  I t   m a y  

bo  c o u n te d   a g a in s t  us,  to - m o r ro w . 

L e t   u s  bo  w is e . 

L e t  

us  be  h u m b le . 

I ’l l   g o   h o m e   a n d   p r a y . 

M u c h   m a y   be 

d o n e   b y   p r a y in g . ” 

T h e   y o u n g   m a n   le a n t  f o r w a r d ,  a n d   p u rs e d   h is   lip s . 

E v e n   M e n n o n ite s   a re   h u m a n . 

“ J u s t   t h is   o nce,  K a r e n ! 

T h is  once  !  ”   he   s a id ,  o h   so  s o f t ly   a n d   w i s t f u l l y . 

K a r e n  d re w  b a c k , a ll  tre m u lo u s .  “  B u t,  I v a n , ”   she c rie d , a g h a s t,  “  is   i t   r i g h t   ?  I s   i t   a llo w e d   us?  S h o u ld   w e   do  so, u n b e tro th e d  ? 

S up p ose,  to - m o r ro w ,  I   w a s   to   b e lo n g   to  

P e t e r ? ” 

T h e   y o u n g  m a n  s m ile d , a n d   h e ld   h e r s w e e t fa ce  b e tw e e n h is   tw o   h a n d s ,  u n a b a s h e d .  N o   s u ch   s c ru p le s   c he eke d h im . 

H o   a n s w e re d   n e v e r  a  w o rd ,  b u t   s to o p e d   d o w n   a n d k is s e d   h e r. 

A   t h r i l l   ra n   t h r o u g h   K a r e n ’ s  b lo o d   a t   t h a t d e lic io u s   to u c h . 

“   L e t   P e te r  g u a rd   h is   o w n  !  ”   th e   y o u n g  

m a n   s a id   l i g h t l y . 

“   W h ile   1  ca n   I   w i l l   ta k e   o n e .”   l i e  

w as  a  t e r r ib le   re p ro b a te   ! 

K a r e n   to re   h e r s e lf  a w a y   fro m   h im   w i t h   a  s u d d e n   ru s h o f  re m o rs e . 

“  T h is   is   s in f u l, ”  s lio   c rie d . 

“  T h is  is  s i n f u l ! 

— s i n f u l! 

H o w   c o u ld   I   e v e r  a llo w   y o u ! 

O h ,  I v a n ,   l e t  

us  go   h om e   a n d   p r a y   h a rd e r  th a n   e v e r. 

T e m p ta tio n  

besets  us. 

P e rh a p s   to - m o r r o w   a ll  th is   w i l l   bo  im p u te d  

fo r   s in   to   u s .” 

I I . 

N e x t   m o r n in g ,  in   th e   l i t t l e   lo g   s h a n ty   t h a t   s e rv e d   fo r c h a p e l  to   th e   s e ttle m e n t,  th e   E ld e rs   o f   th e   C h u rc h a sse m ble d   in   d u e   fo rm   to   c a r r y   o u t  a  s o le m n   r e lig io u s
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c e re m o n y . 

S eve n   y o u n g   m e n   a n il  fiv e   y o u n g   w o m e n  

s to o d   in   lin o   fa c in g   one  a n o th e r  to   r i g h t   a n d   le f t   b e fo re th e   ta b le   t h a t   fille d   th e   p la c e   o f   a n   a lta r . 

F o u r   o f   th o  

y o u n g   w o m e n   w e re   h a rd -fa c e d   s te rn -fe a tu r e d   R u s s ia n C a n a d ia n s ,  s lr o n g   o f   b u ild   a n d   b ro n z e d   b y   th e   su n ,  b o rn d ru d g e s   o f  th e   lo g -h u ts , w i t h   n o   s o u ls   abo ve  t h o ir   s la v e ry . 

T h e   f if t h   w as  K a r e n . 

A l l   th e   y o u n g   m e n   lo o k e d   e a g e rly  

a t  h e r  w i t h   lo n g in g   i n   t h e ir   eyes,  b u t   m o s t  o f   a l l   Iv a n U to v itc h   a n d   I ’ e te r  V o rs to ff. 

T h e   E ld e rs ,  a ll   b u r ly   m e n   w i t h   b u s h y   R u s s ia n   h o a rd s, ra n g e d   th e m s e lv e s   in   a  ro w   b e s id e   th o   p la in   d e a l  ta b le . 

N o   s m ile   seem ed  p o s s ib le   f o r   th o s e   h a rd   c o ld   lip s . 

T h e  

fa n a tic a l  a s c e tic is m   o f  th e   M u s c o v ite   m in d ,  t h a t   speaks o u t  on   e v e ry  p a g e   o f T o ls to i's  o r D o s to ie ffs k y ’s,  h a d   sou re d t h e ir   faces. 

O n e   h a d   b u t   to   lo o k   a t  th e m   to   see  a t  a 

g la n c e   t h a t   lo v e ,  as  w e   W e s te rn s   u n d e r s ta n d   it ,   w a s  to th e m   a  m e re   w o r ld ly   to y ,  w h o se   n a m e   w a s  n e v e r  so  m u c h as  to   be  s p o k e n   a m o n g   th e m . 

T h e   w i l l    c l   th e   fle s h   w a s  

an   e n e m y   to   be  h e ld   r e s o lu te ly   a t  a rm ’s  le n g th ,  w i t h   a ll t h e ir   fo rc e ,  fo r   e v e r. 

T h o   n o tio n   o f  m a r r y in g   a  w o m a n  

m e re ly   because  y o u   lo v e d   h e r   w a s   a  n o tio n ,  to   th e m , w a fte d   s tr a ig h t   fr o m   th e   d e v il. 

T h e   p r e s id in g   E ld e r   lo o k e d   ro u n d ,  a n d   h e ld   u p   h is h a n d   fo r   s ile n ce .  A  d e e p   h u s h   f e ll  a t  once  u p o n   th e   l i t t l e a s s e m b ly   o f   b e lie v e rs . 

A l l   f e l t   o n ly   to o   p r o fo u n d ly   th e  

f u l l   im p o rta n c e   o f   th e   m o m e n t. 

F o r   th e   f u t u r e   o f   te n  

liv e s — n a y ,  m o re ,  o f te n   th o u s a n d   u n b o r n  s o u ls — tre m b le d th a t   d a y   in   th e   b ala nce. 

“ F r ie n d s ,”   th e   p r e s id in g   E ld e r   b e g a n ,  in   flu e n t  v u lg a r R u s s ia n ,  “   w e   o f   th e   L o r d ’s  f o lk   h a v e   m e t  in   c h a p e l  th is m o r n in g   fo r   th e   p e rfo rm a n c e   o f  a  v e r y   s o le m n   fu n c tio n . 

F o r   th e   t h i r d   t im e   s in ce   w e   cam e  h e re ,  to   t h is   lo d g e   in th e   w ild e rn e s s ,  o u r   y o u n g   m e n   a n d   m a id e n s ,  b y   th e C h u rc h ’s  d e s ire ,  a re   to   bo  jo in e d   to g e th e r  in   h o ly   w e d lo c k . 

T h e   L o r d   h as  p ro s p e re d   seven  sons  o f   o u r   flo c k   so th a t  in   d u e   tim e   th e y   h a v e   becom e  s e p a ra te   h ou se 
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m a s te rs ;  a n d   to   these  fiv e   o f   o u r   d a u g h te rs   s h a ll  liv e   o f th e   seven  bo  d u ly   u n ite d .  N o t  f o r   th e   lu s t   o f   th e   fle s h o r  th e   p r id e   o f   th e   eyes  a re   t h e y   to   be  jo in e d   to g e th e r, b u t   f o r   th e   g o d ly   u p b r in g in g   o f   th e   la m b s   o f   th e   fo ld , i n   tim e   to   com e,  to   f u l f i l   o u r   p la ce s. 

T h e re fo re ,  a c c o rd in g   to   th e   h o ly   c u s to m   o f   th e   C h u rc h ,  to   us  E ld e rs d e liv e re d ,  w o   do   n o t   p e r m it   t h a t   each  m a n   s h o u ld   choose f o r   h im s e lf   a  w ife ,   a ft e r   th e   fa s h io n   o f   th e   w o r ld , a c c o rd in g   to   h is   o w n   c a r n a l  d e s ire s   a n d   lo n g in g s . 

W e  

b r in g   o u r   y o u n g   m e n   a n d   m a id e n s   h e re   b o d ily   b e fo re   th e L o r d ,  c e r ta in   t h a t   l i e   w i l l   choose  f o r   th e m   o f   H is   D iv in e g oo dn ess  m o re   w is e ly   th a n   e it h e r   t h e y   o r  w o   can . 

W e  

w i l l   p r a y   f o r   H is   g u id a n c e   o n   th e   lo ts   t h a t   w o   c a s t;  th e n w e   w i l l   p ro c e e d   to   a s s ig n   h u s b a n d   to   w ife ,  in   f u l l   c o n fid e n c e   o f   r ig h t ,   a ft e r   th e   w o n t  o f   th e   S a in ts ,  u n d e r  th e h e a v e n ly   b e n e d ic tio n .” 

T h e   ru d e   fa rm e rs   a n d   h a rd -w o rk e d   lio u s e w ife s   in   th e b o d y   o f   th e   c h a p e l  f e ll  o n   t h e ir   k n e e s   in   c o n c e rt  as  lie s p o k e   the se   w o rd s . 

So  d id   th e   E ld e r s   w h o   s to o d   b y   th e  

ta b le . 

T h e   y o u n g   m en  a n d   w o m e n ,  w h o se   fa te   w a s   a t issu e,  ra n g e d   s t i l l   in   t h e ir   a p p o in te d   p la c e ,  b o w in g   t h e ir h ea ds  s ile n t ly . 

T h e   E ld e r   p ra y e d   a  lo n g   e x te m p o re   p r a y e r . 

T h e   c o n g re g a tio n   lis te n o d ,  a n d   a n s w e re d   “  A m e n .” 

T h e n   th e  

E ld e r   s a id   once  m o re ,  “   O u r   m a id e n s   w i l l   g iv e   p ra is e .” 

T h e   fiv e   g ir ls ,   r a is in g   t h e ir   heads,  s a n g   a  fa v o u r ite liu s s ia n   h y m n   to   a  s im p le   m e lo d y . 

F o u r   o f  th e m   sa n g  

lik e   b o rn   d ru d g e s   o f   th e   lo g -h u ts . 

B u t   K a r e n ’s  v o ic e , 

th o u g h   u n tr a in e d ,  w a s  lik e   th e   v o ic e   o f   th e   n ig h tin g a le . 

W h e n   t h e y   h a d   fin is h e d ,  th e   E ld e r   p la c e d   s e v e n   s lip s   o f p a p e r,  w i t h   o s te n ta tio u s   ope nn ess,  in   a  b a g   o n   h is   r ig h t , a n d   fiv e   s lip s   in   a  s im ila r   b a g   o n   h is   le f t .   “   C om o  u p , V e r a   E u s t o f f ! ”   h o   c rie d ,  s in g lin g   a  c h ild   w i t h   h is   e ye fro m   th e   c o n g re g a tio n   b e lo w .  “ F o r   o u t  o f   th e   m o u th s o f   babes  a n d   s u c k lin g s   h a s  H e   o rd a in e d   p ra is e . 

C om e 

u p ,  a n d   be  o u r  m in is t e r . ” 
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T lie   c h ild   s to o d   fo r w a rd ,  h a l f   re lu c ta n t,  a n d   to o k   h e r p la c e   w i t h   m u c h   t r e m b lin g   a t  th e   ta b le   b e s id e   h im . 

She 

w a s   a  ro s y ,  s m a ll  g ir l ,   w i t h   f a ir   h a ir ,   lik e   one  o f   F r a A n g e lic o ’s  a n g e ls . 

“ D r a w   a  p a p e r !  ”   th e   E ld e r   said . 

T h e   c h ild   d re w   one, 

a n d   h a n d e d   i t   to   h im . 

“   N ic o la s   K o s c ia lk o v s k i!  ’ ’  th e   E ld e r   re a d   o u t,  u n f o ld in g   i t . 

“  D r a w   a n o th e r,  V e ra   R u s to flf.” 

A n d   th e   c h ild  

d re w   one. 

T h e r e   w a s   a  deep  pause  o f   suspense. 

I t   w a s  

t he  n a m e   o f  a  w o m a n . 

,  “  L e o p o ld a   S ia n o je n s k a   !  ”   th e   E ld e r   w e n t   on,  s t i l l d r o n in g   in   th e   sam e  b u s in e s s -lik e   v o ic e   as  b e fo re . 

“ N ic o la s   a n d   L e o p o ld a ,  i t   is   th e   L o r d ’s  w i l l . 

S ta n d  

fo r w a r d ,  y o u   tw o ,  a n d  jo i n   h a n d s   f o r   b e tr o th a l.” 

W it h o u t   a  m o m e n t’s  h e s ita tio n ,  w it h o u t   a  w o r d   o f   re lu c ta n c e ,  th o u g h   w i t h   a  p a in f u l  t w i t c h i n g   t h a t   he   c o u ld n o t  q u it e   s u b d u e   a t  th e   c o rn e rs   o f   h is   m o u th ,  one  o f   th e s ta lw a r t   y o u n g   m e n   s te p p e d   fo r w a rd ,  a n d   a cce pted   h is d e s tin y .  A t  th e  sam e m o m e n t th e  le a s t p le a s in g  o f  th e  fo u r b o rn   d ru d g e s   s te p p e d   f o r w a r d   in   t u r n ,   a n d   to o k   h e r fu tu r e   h u s b a n d ’ s  h a n d   in   h e rs   w i t h   a  c e r ta in   s to lid   a n d h o n e s t  u n c o m p la in in g   in d iffe re n c e  

I t   w as  th e   L o r d ’s 

d o in g . 

W h o   w e re  th e y   t h a t   t h e y   s h o u ld   re p in e   a t  i t ? 

“ D ra w   y e t  a  t h i r d , ”   th e   E ld e r   w e n t  o n,  as  tho so   t w o c la s p e d   h a n d s   a n d   s to o d   a sid e   fro m   a m o n g   th e   c a n d id ates. 

A n d   th e   c h ild ,  d ip p in g   h e r  h a n d   in t o   th e   b a g , d re w   one. 

“   F e d o r   N o ro s s ,”   th e   o ld   m a n   re a d   o u t,  w it h o u t   o n e tin g e   o f  e m o tio n . 

I t   w a s   h is   o w n   son’s  n am e . 

H e   g azed  

a t  th o   la d   b la n k ly .   E v e n    he  w a s   in te re s te d   n o w .  W h a t w ife   w o u ld   bo  v o u c h s a fe d   h im ? 

“  A g a in   !  ” 

A n d   th e   c h ild   d re w . 

A n o th e r   deep  pause. 

“ S o p h ie   A le x a n d r o v it c h , ”   th e   E ld e r   s a id ,  w i t h   a  s lig h t gasp.  A n d   s ile n t ly   a  second  p a ir   s to p p e d   fo r w a r d   to   th e sacrifice. 
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T h e   c h ild   d re w   a g a in ,  t h is   tim e   u n b id d e n . 

T h e   E ld e r  

re a d   o u t  a  n am e . 

“  P e te r  V e r s to ff,”   ho  s a id . 

P o te r 

V e rs to fF s   face  w a s   r i g i d   w i t h   suspense. 

T ir o   c h ild ’s 

h a n d   p lu n g e d   deep  in t o   th o   a n s w e rin g   b a g . 

“   K a ro n  

S o lis to ff,”   th o   E ld e r   re a d   o u t,  u n f o ld in g   th e   p a p e r. 

A  

s ig h   o f   r e lie f  b u r s t   fro m   m a n y   lip s   a t   once. 

P e te r  V e r -  

s to f f ’s  fa c e d   flu s h e d   c rim s o n   in   a  second. 

K a r e n ’ s  g re w  

w h it e  as  th o   flo w e rs   a t   h e r  b o s o m — th o   flo w e rs   th a t   Iv a n h a d   p la c e d   th e re   y e s te rd a y — tw o   m i l k y   s n o w -b lo sso m s b a c k e d   w i t h   a  s p ra y  o f  ta m a ra c k .  T h e re   w a s  a  m o m e n t’s l u l l . 

E v e r y b o d y   f e lt   th o   g re a t  e v e n t  o f  th e   day7  w a s fin is h e d . 

“   P e te r  a n d   K a r e n ,”   th e   p r e s id in g   E ld e r   s a id ,  b re a k in g th e   s o le m n   s ile n c e ,  “  i t  is   th e   L o r d ’s w i l l .   C om o  fo r w a rd , y o u   tw o ,  a n d  j o i n   h a n d s   fo r   b e tr o th a l.” 

r e t e r   V e r s to ff  s te p p e d   fo r w a r d — tre m u lo u s ,  r u d d y ,  e x u lt a n t . 

T h e   L o r d   h a d   in d e e d   h o a rd   h is   e a rn e s t  p e t i t i o n ! 

T h e   e ffe c tu a l  fe r v e n t  p r a y e r   o f   a  rig h te o u s   m a n   a v a ile th m u c h   ! 

H o   h a d   w o n   h e r  ! 

I l o   h a d   w o n   h e r 1

K a r e n   h u n g   b a c k   fo r   a  m o m e n t— p a le ,  re lu c ta n t,  u n c e r ta in . 

A   t e r r ib le   c o n flic t  w as  g o in g   on   u n se e n   in   h e r b re a s t. 

I t   w a s  lo v e   a g a in s t  d u ty '— d u t y   as  she  con ce ive d i t . 

K a y ,  m o re ,  a g a in s t  con scie nce ,  r e lig io n ,   f a it h ,   a u th o r i t y ,   th e   e xp re ss   w i l l   o f   H e a v e n   th e re   o p e n ly   re v e a le d to   h e r. 

Iv a n   h u n g   u p o n   h e r  m o v e m e n ts   w i t h   m u te   e agerness f o r   a  second. 

W o u ld   she  o b e y   o r  re b e l ? 

O h ,  g re a t 

h e a ve n s ,  w h a t   a  s a c rile g e   ! 

T h e n   s lo w ly ,  r e lu c ta n tly ’ ,  o b e y in g ,  as  she  th o u g h t,  th e h ig h e r   la w ,  K a r e n   s te p p e d   fo r w a r d ,  a n d   h e ld   o u t  h e r h a n d ,  t r e m b lin g .   “   I t  is  th e   L o r d ’s w i l l !  ”   she said  f a in t ly , w h ile   t w o   te a rs   s to le   d o w n   h e r  ch e e k. 

H e r   h e a rt  b e lie d  

h e r  w o rd s . 

B u t   J le lig io n   h a d   c o n q u e re d . 

A t   th a t   second  I v a n   b ro k e   f o r t l i   fro m   th e   r a n k   w it h   an a sh en   face  a n d   q u iv e r in g   lip s ,  h e ld   h is   h a n d   u p   in   w a r n in g ,  as  i f   to   fo r b id   th e   b e tro th a l. 

T h e   r e v u ls io n   o f   th e
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m o m e n t  h u d   re v e a le d   m a n y   t r u th s   to   h im ,  liiih lc n   a w a y t i l l   th e n   b e h in d   th o   t h ic k   c lo a k   o f   a u t h o r it y   in   th e fa n a tic a l  f a it h   he   h a d   le a r n t  fro m   c h ild h o o d   to   re v e re n c e . 

“  I t  is   not  th e   L o rd 's  w i l l !  ”  he c rie d , w i t h  d e s p e ra te  e n e rg y , a n d   w i t h   th o   w ild   fo rce   o f  h e lp le ssn e ss,  th o u g h   th o   w o rd s h a lf  c h o k e d   h im .   “  I t   is    not  th e   L o r d ’s  w i l l !  T h is   t h in g is   o f   S ata n   ! 

Y o u r   lo t t e r y   is   a  d is g r a c e ! 

W o   lia v o  

g u id e s   w it h   us  fa r   p u r e r   th a n   a n y   c a s tin g   o f   p a p e r  lo t s —  

th e   v o ic e   o f  N a tu r o ,  th e   v o ic e   o f   in s t in c t ,   th o   v o ic e   o f o u r   o w n   h e a rts ,  th e   v o ic e   o f  a ll  th a t  is   m o s t  d iv in e   a n d m o s t  sacred  w it h in   us. 

L o t   u s  lis te n   to   tho se,  n o t  to  

m e a n in g le s s   o ra c le s . 

I f   w o   w i l l   n o t  h o a r  th e m ,  n o   lo t  

w i l l   h e lp   us. 

T h is   is   h e a th e n is h   d iv in a t io n ,   I   t e ll  y o u , 

n o t  C h r is tia n   w o rs h ip . 

Is   i t   f o r   us  to   n e g le c t  th e   p la in  

p ro m p tin g s   o f   th e   g o o d   fe e lin g s   t h a t   G o d   has  g iv e n   us in   fa v o u r   o f  s u c h   cha nce s  as  th o   to s s in g   o f  nam es  in   a b a g ?   K a r e n ,  K a r e n ,  h o ld   f o r th   y o u r   h a n d . 

I t   is n ’t   h is . 

I t   is  m in e .  I   c la im   i t ! 

I   c la im   i t !  ” 

K a r e n   gazed  u p   in   h is   face,  a ll  a g h a s t, w i t h   a  t h r i l l   o f w o n d e rin g   a d m ir a tio n . 

I t   w a s   w r o n g   o f  h i m ;  o h,  h o w  

w r o n g ! 

B u t   s t i l l ,   she  lo v e d   a n d   a d m ir e d   h im   f o r   it . 

H e r   c h e e k   flu s h e d   re d   a g a in . 

S he  c la s p e d   h e r  h a n d s  

h a rd   f o r   a  m o m e n t  o v e r  h e r  h e a v in g   b re a s t. 

T h e n   she 

lo o k e d   fro m   l ’ o te r  to   I v a n ,   a n d   fr o m   Iv a n   to   P e te r. 

W h ic h   o f  th o   tw o   m u s t  she  o b e y ?   L o v e   o r  R e lig io n ? 

B u t   th e   p re s id in g   E ld e r ,  w it h   th e   in f in it e   q u ie t  d ig n i t y o f   th e   R u s s ia n   p e a sa nt,  w a v in g   h e r  a sid e   to   h e r  pla ce, to o k   n o   n o tic e   o f  th e   b r a w le r .  “ K a r e n   S e listo lT ,’ ’  h o   sa id a u s te re ly ,  l i f t i n g   h e r  r i g h t   h a n d   in   h is ,  “   th o   L o r d   has spo ken . 

D is o b e y   n o t  H is   w i l l   f o r   th o   w i l l   o f   th e   Hesli, le s t  i l l   b e tid e   y o u . 

R e s is t  th o   d e v il  a n d   he  w i l l   floe  fro m  

y o u ! 

T a k e   n o   heed  o f  th is   a p o sta te   ! 

G iv e   y o u r   h a n d   as 

th e   L o r d   o rd a in s   to   P e te r  V e r s to ff.’’

T h o   c o lo u r  fle d   s u d d e n ly   fro m   K a r e n ’ s  face   once  m o re . 

She  d a re d   n o t  t u r n   h e r  eyes  f o r   one  g la n c e   a t  Iv a n . 

T h e  

voice  o f  th e   E ld e r   w a s  th e   v o ic o   o f  th e   C h u rc h . 

W h a t
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w o m a n   c u u k l  d is re g a rd   i t ? 

W i t h   a  d e a d ly   e ffo rt,  sho 

s tre tc h e d   f o r t h   t h a t   w h it e   m a rb lo   h a n d . 

I t   w as  c o ld   as 

ic e . 

I n   a  w ild   b u rs t,  o f  d e lig h t ,   F e to r   V e r s to ff cla sp e d   i t , f o r ,   in   th e   eyes  o f   th e   C h u rc h ,  th e y   tw o   w e re   n o w   f in a lly m a rrie d . 

I v a n   w a ite d   fo r   n o   m o re   ;  ho  c o u ld   s ta n d   i t   no   lo n g e r. 

B e fo re   th e   v e r y   faces  o f   th o s o   h a rs h   a sce tics,  ho   flu n g h im s e lf  fie r c e ly   u p o n   K a r o n ’ s  n e c k ;  ho   k is s e d   h e r   o n   h e r lip s   ;  he   s tr a in e d   h e r  h a rd   to   h is   b osom .  “   G o o d -b y e ,”   ho said ,  i n   E n g lis h ,   w i t h   h o t  te a rs   o n   h is   c h e c k . 

“ G o o d b y e , m y  d a r lin g   ! 

T h is   is   n o   p la c o   f o r   m o   n o w  ;  I   w i l l   go 

to   T o ro n to .” 

A n d ,  s h a k in g   o ff  th e   d u s t  o f  th e   M e n n o n ito   f a it h   fro m h is   fe e t,  as  i t   w e re ,  h e   s tro d o   f o r t h   a lo n o ,  le a v in g   th o s ca n d a liz e d   C h u rc h   to   ro jo ic o   a t  it s   le is u re   t h a t   i t   w as  so e a s ily   r i d   o f  so  u n w o r th y   a  m e m b e r. 

B u t   K a r e n   f e ll  f a in t in g   in t o   th o   a rm s   o f   h e r  b e tro th e d h u s b a n d , 

I I I . 

A   g re a t  d e a l  m a y   h a p p e n   in   fiv e   y e a r s ;  a bo ve   a ll,   in   a n e w   c o u n try . 

D u r in g   th e   n e x t  fiv e   y e a rs ,  I v a n   liv e d   m u c h  ;  so  m u c h , in d e e d ,  t h a t   h is   p re v io u s   e x is te n c e   seemed  s e p a ra te d   fro m h im   b y   th e   w h o lo   le n g th   o f   a  lif e t im e .   N o w   ide a s,  n e w w o r ld s   c ro w d e d   t h ic k   u p o n   h is   b r a in .  H e   h a d   l o f t   th o n a r r o w   a g e   o f   th o   M o n n o n itc s   b e h in d   fo r   o v e r,  a n d   h a d e m e rg e d   a ll  a t  once  in t o   th o   f u l l   b la z e   a n d   g la re   o f   th e N in e te e n th   C e n tu ry . 

T h e   N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry  la id   h o ld   u p o n   h im  w it h   a  fir m h a n d . 

I n   T o ro n to ,  t h a t   b u s y ,  b u s tlin g ,  m o d e rn   T o ro n to , th o   q u ic k   y o u n g   K u s s ia n ,  w i t h   h is   fre sh   in te llig e n c e   a ll u n w a r p e d   a n d   u n d iin m e d   b y   th o   b lu n t in g   in flu e n c e   o f c u s to m ,  e x p a n d e d   a n d   d e v e lo p e d   as  n o n e   b u t   a  R u s s ia n
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c o u ld   e x p a n d   iiu d   d e v e lo p — a n d   oven  lio   o n ly   u n d o r  th e s tim u lu s   o f   tlio   v i v i d   a n d   q u ic k e n in g   W e s te r n   e n v ir o n m e n t. 

I v a n ’s  a d v a n c o   w a s   r a p id   a n d   s te a d y . 

ITo  b e g a n  

u p o n   th e   r a ilw a y ,  w h o re   ho   p ic k e d   u p   w i t h   ease  th o   f ir s t ru d im e n ts   o f  m e c h a n ic s ;  th e n   h o   to o k   a  p la c e   in   t u r n   in an   e le c tric   l i g h t i n g   e s ta b lis h m e n t;  a ft e r   t h a t ,   ho   soon s e t  to   w o r k   to   m a k e   in v e n tio n s   o f  h is   o w n ;  a n d   b e fo re th r e e   y e a rs  w e re   f a i r l y   o v e r  ho  h a d   gone  on  so  f a r   t h a t   lie p e rfe c te d   a n d   p a te n te d   an   im p ro v e d   e le c tro -m o to r  on  h is s p e c ia l  p a tte r n . 

E d is o n   spoko  w it h   re s p e c t  o f  “ t h is  

n o w   m a n   U to v itc h , ”   a n d   E ra s tu s   W im a n ,  th e   C a n a d ia n m illio n a ir e ,   h e lp e d   to   flo a t  th o   shares  in   a l l   th o   y o u n g in v e n to r ’ s  n e w   schem es  a n d   com p an ies. 

D u r in g   those fiv e   r a p id   y e a rs   in   T o ro n to , h o w e v e r,  Iv a n h e a rd   l i t t l e   o r  n o t h in g   in   a n y   w a y   o f   K a r e n . 

S he  w a s  

m a rrie d   to   I’e te r  V e rs  t o f f — so  m u c h   he  k n e w   fro m   s tr a y le tte rs   fro m   th e   v illa g e ;   b u t   soon  a fte r  h e r  w e d d in g ,  th e c o u p le   h a d   lo f t   N i j n i   O u ra ls k   i n   sea rch   o f   w o r k ,  a n d   h a d  

“   g o n e   fo r th   in to   th e   w o r ld , ”   as  h is   s im p le   c o rre s p o n d e n ts p h ra s e d   i t   in   t h e ir   n a t iv e   U u s s ia n .  B u t   th o   w o r ld   is   b ig e ve n   in   t h is   age  o f   s te a m . 

W h e re   K a re n   m ig h t   bo  I v a n  

h a d n ’ t  th e   le a s t  id e a . 

N e v e rth e le s s ,  fo r   h e r  sake   he  s t i l l  

h e ld   h im s e lf a lw a y s   d is e n g a g e d   a n d   u n m a rr ie d . 

P e rh a p s  

th e   M u s c o v ite   le a v e n   in   p a r t   w r o u g h t   t h a t   re s o lv e   w it h in h im . 

Y o u r   B u s s ia n   is   a lw a y s   a s c e tic   in   h e a rt. 

I f   he  

c o u ld n ’ t   h a v e   K a r e n   he  w o u ld   d ie   a  b a c h e lo r. 

W e ll,  a t  th o   e n d   o f   fiv e   y e a rs ,  th o   p ro s p e c ts   o f  th e e le c tro -m o to r h a d  im p ro v e d  so im m e n s e ly  t h a t  th e  d ire c to rs o f  h is   c o m p a n y   u rg e d   I v a n   w i t h   g re a t  w a r m th   to   u n d e rta k e   a  jo u r n e y   to   E n g la n d   a n d   F ra n c o   in   o rd e r  to   p u s h h is   p a te n ts   w it h   E u ro p e a n   c a p ita lis ts . 

Iv a n   c o n s e n te d , 

n o th in g   lo th ,  a n d   to o k   h is   passage  fro m   N e w   Y o r k ,   to  see fo r   h im s e lf,  f o r   th e   f ir s t   t im e   in   h is   life ,  th e   w o n d e rs   a n d g lo rie s   o f o ld - w o r ld   c iv iliz a tio n . 

I t   is   an  e v e n t  in   a  m a n ’s  lif e ,   h is   m a id e n   t r i p   to E u ro p e . 
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A s   I v a n   lo u n g e d   on   th o   d o c k   o f  _ tlio    A tla s,   t lio   fir s t d a y   o u t  fro m   S a n d y   I lo o k ,   in   a  lo n g   w ic k e r   c h a ir,  a fo llo w -p a s s e n g e r,  w e ll  d ressed   i n   a  h a n d s o m e   f u r - lin e d o v e rc o a t,  a ttra c te d   h is   a tte n tio n ,  le a n in g   a g a in s t  th o b u lw a r k s . 

S o m e th in g   in   th o   m a n ’s  fig u r e   a n d   b u ild  

seem ed  s tr a n g e ly   f a m ilia r   to   h im . 

S u r e ly ,  I v a n   t h o u g h t , 

he  h a d   seen  t h a t   t a ll  sha pe   a n d   t h a t   w e ll-s e t  h e a d   b e fo re . 

I n   T o ro n to  ?  o r w h o re  ?  T h e   p a sse n g e r  tu r n e d   ro u n d   as lie gazed,  a n d   t h e ir   eyes  m e t  w i t h   a  s ta r t. 

I v a n   tu r n e d   p a le  

w it h   s u rp ris e . 

I t   w a s  I ’e to r  V e r s to tf! 

C o u ld   K a r e n   bo  o n   b o a rd  ? 

W a s   h o   o nce   m o re   to   see 

h e r? 

T o o   f u l l   o f   th a t  o ne  a b s o rb in g   t h o u g h t   to   re m e m b e r  a ll th o   in c id e n ts   o f  t h e ir   la s t  m e e tin g ,  I v a n   U t o v itc h   ste p p e d f o r w a r d   w it h   o u ts tre tc h e d   h a n d   to   g re e t  h is   o ld   f r ie n d o f   th o   U p p e r  O tta w a   c le a rin g . 

B u t   Y c r s to ff— n a t u r a lly  

e n o u g h , no  d o u b t— seem ed  s o m e w h a t  less  e a g e r  t h a n   I v a n h im s e lf to   re n e w  t h e ir   la p s e d   a c q u a in ta n c e . 

l i e   h o ld   o u t 

h is   h a n d   c o ld ly ;   i t   w a s   s le e k   a n d   w e ll- g lo v e d .  I v a n   s u r v e y e d   th e   m a n   as  h e   d id   so  fr o m   h e a d   to   fo o t. 

A   g re a t 

c h a n g e   h a d   com e  o v e r  th e   s im p le   R u s s ia n   b a c k w o o d s m a n  

— as  g re a t  as  th o   c h a n g e   i n   I v a n   h im s e lf,  p o s s ib ly . 

H is  

v e r y   d ress,  h is   m a n n e r— h is   w h o le   m ie n   p ro c la im e d   i t . 

V e r s to tf  w as  ric h ,  w e ll- c la d ,  c o s m o p o lita n iz e d ,  E u ro p e a n . 

“ I I o w ’s  t h i s ? ”   I v a n   c rie d   in   s u rp ris e .  “   Y o u ’ v e   g o t  on, lik e   m y s e lf ! 

Y o u   seem  to   lia v o   d o n e   w e ll  f o r   y o u r s e lf  in  

t h is   w o r ld ’s  goods,  I I o w   a re   y o u  ? 

A n d   K a r e n  ? ” 

“ T h a n k s ,”   h is   fo llo w - c o u u tr y m a u   a n s w e re d   in   a  m o re f r i g i d   to n e ,  w i t h   ju s t   a  t r i f l e   o f   a ffe c ta tio n ,  “ M a d a m e V e r s to il  is   w e ll.  M a n y   t h in g s   h a v e   h a p p e n e d   to   u s  s in c e 1  h a d   th e   p le a s u re   o f   s e e in g   y o u   la s t  a t  N i j n i   O u ra ls k . 

W o   d o n ’ t   liv e   in   A m e ric a   n o w .  I ’ m   on  m y   w a y   b a c k   to E u ro p e .” 

“  A n d   y o u r   w ife  ? ”   I v a n   c rie d ,  u n a b le   to   re p re s s   h is eagerness. 

“   N o ,  n o t  m y   w ife ,”   V e r s to ff a n s w e re d , s t i l l  s tif f ly ,   lo o k 
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in g   lia n l  a t  h is   f u r   cuffs .  “   H e r  p ro fe s s io n a l  e n g a g e m e n ts d id n ’ t   a llo w   h e r,  in   fa c t,  to   a c c o m p a n y   m e  on   th is   t r i p across  th e   w a te r. 

I   cam e  o v e r  a lo n e ,  to   m a k e   a rra n g e m e n ts   b e fo re h a n d   fo r   th e   A m e ric a n   t o u r   she  proposes  to u n d e rta k e   n e x t  w in t e r . ” 

“   K a r e n ’s  n o t  o n   th e   s ta g e ,  s u r e ly  ? ”   I v a n   e x c la im e d , b e w ild e re d .  H is   b e a u tifu l,  p u re   K a r e n ?   S u ch   a  p ro fa n a tio n   as  t h a t   w o u ld   in d e e d   be  to o   te r r ib le . 

“  N o ,  n o t  on   th o   sta g e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e ly , "   h e r  h u s b a n d e ch oe d  w it h  a f a in t  tono o f  h a lf-s u p p re s s e d  re g r e t.  “ M a d a m o V e r s to ff’s  p ro fo u n d   r e lig io u s   c o n v ic tio n s   w o n ’ t   a llo w   h e r to   s in g   in   o p e ra ,  I   g rio v o   to   s a y —-a t  le a s t,  n o t  as  y e t. 

A  

y e a r  o r  tw o   m o re   m a y ,  o f   cou rse,  do   w o n d e rs . 

S he  has 

b ro a d e n e d   :  she  has  b ro a d e n e d . 

In d e e d ,  w e ’ ve   a ll  o f   u s 

b ro a d e n e d   a  g o o d   dea l,  n o   d o u b t,  U to v itc h ,   s in c e   w o   le f t N i j n i   O u ra ls k . 

O h ,  yes,  w o ’ vo  h e a rd   o f   y o u r   d is c o v e rie s  

a n d   y o u r   ris e   in   lif e . 

Y o u   m u s t  h a v e   h e a rd   o f   m y  w if e ’s, 

to o ,  th o u g h   p e rh a p s   y o u   d id n ’ t   re c o g n iz e   h e r  u n d e r  th e I t a lia n iz e d   nam e. 

She  s in g s   o n ly   in   o ra to rio ,  a n d   as 

M a d a m e   C a ta r in a   V e r is to ." 

“ W h a t !   n o t  th e   g re a t  s o p ra n o ? ”   I v a n   e x c la im e d ,  asto n is h e d . 

F o r   h e r  fam e   h a d   re a c h e d   e ve n   to   th e   T o r o n to w o rk s h o p s . 

P e te r  V e r s to ff  n o d d e d . 

“   Y e s ,  she  h a d   a lw a y s   a  g o o d  

v o ic e ,”   ho   a d m itte d   w it h   m a r it a l  p rid e . 

“   W e   t h o u g h t  so 

a t  O u r a ls k ." 

“  She  s a n g   lik e  a n   a n g e l!  ”   Iv a n   p u t   in   e n th u s ia s tic a lly . 

“ E x a c t ly , ”   V e r s to ff  a sse nted . 

“ So  a ll   th e   c r it ic s   s a y . 

W e ll,   w h e n   w o   m o v e d   to   N e w   Y o r k ,   w e   le a rn e d   fo r  th o f ir s t   tim e   it s   c o m m e rc ia l  v a lu e ,  a n d   fo u n d   i t   h a d   o n ly   to be   c u lt iv a t e d   a r ig h t   to   m a k e   i t   one  o f   th e   m o s t  p a y in g co n c e rn s   in   a ll  A m e ric a . 

So  I   m a de   u p   m y   m in d   a t  once 

to   e x p lo it   th e   d is c o v e ry . 

I   b o rro w e d   m o n e y   f o r   th e  

s p e c u la tio n   fro m   a d m ir in g   frie n d s ,  to o k   M a d a m e   V e r s to ff fo r  th r e e   y e a rs   to   llru s s e ls   a n d   M u n ic h ,  g a v e   h e r  th e   b e s t m u s ic a l  t r a in in g   t h a t   E u ro p e   c o u ld   a ffo rd — a n d   a t  th e
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e n d   o l'  t h a t   tim e   la u n c h e d   h e r  on  th e   w o r ld   f u l l y   fo u n d —- 

la u n c h e d   h e r  o ff  h a n d   in   V ie n n a . 

S he  to o k   th e   s ta g e   b y  

s t o r m ;  e v e r since, i t   has  been one  lo n g  t r iu m p h a l p ro g re s s. 

E v e r   since she’s  been c o in in g   m o n e y — t h a t ’s  th e  o n ly  w o rd 1  k n o w   f o r   i t ;   ju s t   c o in in g   m o n e y !  ” 

I v a n   ga/.ed  a t  h im   a g h a s t. 

A n d    this  w as  llie   s im p le , 

to ils o m e ,  G o d -fe a rin g   P e te r  V e r s to ff,  w h o ,  as  K a r e n   had s a id ,  w r e s tle d   h a rd   i n   p ra y e r  f o r   h e r ! 

A h ,   w e l l — ah, 

w e ll,  i t   is   an   ago  o f  e v o lu tio n   ! 

T r u l y ,   as  he   h im s e lf  so 

te r s e ly   e xp re sse d   i t ,   V e r s to ff  h a d   b ro a d e n e d   a  g o o d   d e a l since   le a v in g   N i j n i   O u ra ls k . 

B u t   som o  n a tu re s ,  I v a n  

th o u g h t   to   h im s e lf,  w i t h   a  c u r l  o f  th e   lip ,   a re   ju s t   lik o r iv e r s — as  t h e y   g ro w   b ro a d ,  th e y   g r o w   s h a llo w ,  m o s t p a in f u lly   s h a llo w . 

T h e   d e c e itfu ln c s s   o f   ric h e s   h a d   been 

to o   m u c h   f o r   V e rs to ff. 

B e tte r   one  d a y   o f   t h a t   o ld  

M e n n o n ite   e arn e stn e s s   th a n   a  h u n d re d   y e a rs   o f  th is  

.M a m m o n ite   s e lf-c o m p la c e n c y . 

T h e   o ld -fa s h io n e d   b a c k w o o d s m a n   in   h is   w o o lle n   s h ir t   a n d   to q u e   w a s  w o r th   f if t y o f  th e   n e w -fa n g le d ,  fin e -s p o k e n ,  c o s m o p o lita n   g e n tle m a n in   h is   f u r - lin e d   co a t  a n d   h is   n e a tly   b u tto n e d   g a ite r s ! 

A n d   K a r e n  ?  H a d   she  “  b ro a d e n e d ,”   too,  in   th e   same w a y ,  I v a n   w o n d e re d ?   H a d   she  d e v e lo p e d   in t o   a w o r ld ly -  

w ise   p ro fe s s io n a l  s in g e r ?   H a d   she  ta k e n   k i n d l y   to   th a t sea  o n   w h ic h   V e r s to ff  h a d   “ la u n c h e d ”   h e r?   A n d   even as  he  t h o u g h t  so,  Iv a n   h a te d   h im s e lf   in   h is   h e a rt  fo r   so m u c h   tis  t h in k in g   it. 

I V . 

A f t e r   th is   f ir s t   r e c o g n itio n , V e r s to ff seem ed  fo r   th e   n e x t fe w   d a y s   r a th e r   to   a v o id   I v a n   U to v itc h . 

A t   th a t,  Iv a n , 

a fte r   h is   k in d ,   w a s  s o m e w h a t  n a iv e ly   s u rp ris e d . 

F o r   he 

w as  s t i l l   in   m a n y   w a y s   th e   u n s o p h is tic a te d   son  o f   th e s o il. 

T o o   lo y a l  h im s e lf  to   d re a m   o f   ro u s in g   je a lo u s y ,  ho
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h a r d ly   k n e w   h o w   e a s ily   je a lo u s y   can  be   a rou sed   in   th e m in d s   o f  o th e rs . 

So  f o r   th e   f ir s t   th re e   d a y s ,  V e r s to ff  lo u n g e d   a b o u t  on d e c k   in   h is   f u r - lin e d   c o a t,  t a k in g   l i t t l e   n o tic e   in   a n y   w a y o f   Iv a n   U to v itc h . 

O n   th e   t h i r d   n ig h t   o u t,  th e y   w e re   o ff  th e   B a n k s   o f N e w fo u n d la n d . 

Y o u   k n o w   th e   B a n k s   o f   o ld ,  n o   d o u b t—  

c o ld ,  c a lm ,  a n d   fo g g y . 

I v a n   s a t  on   d e c k ,  w ra p p e d   in   h is  

w a rm e s t  co a t. 

V e r s to ff  stood  a  l i t t l e   w a y   o ff   b y   tb o  

c o m p a n io n -la d d e r ,  lo o k in g   o v e r  in t o   tb o   w a te r,  a n d s m o k in g   a  v e r y   f r a g r a n t   c ig a r.  I t   w as  a  d a rk , r a w  n ig h t . 

T h e   sea  w a s  s m o o th ,  w i t h   a  lo n g ,  g la s s y   s w e ll,  b u t   tb o e n g in e s   h a d   s lo w e d ,  a n d   w o re   g o in g   h a lf-s p e e d . 

Im p o s s ib le   fro m   th e   b rid g e   to   see  as  f a r   as  th e   b o w   f o r   fo g   a n d d a rk n e s s . 

B u t   I v a n ,   w h o   w a s   q u ite   n e w   to   s e a -g o in g   w a y s , w a tc h e d   th e   s a ilo rs   la n g u id ly ,   as  th e y   t h r e w   s o m e th in g o v e rb o a rd ,  a tta c h e d   to   a   cord,  a n d   th e n   h a u le d   i t   u p q u ic k  a g a in   in  m o n o to n o u s  succession.  W h a t   i t   a ll  m e a n t, ho  h a d n ’ t   th e   s lig h te s t  id e a :  n o t  s o u n d in g s   c e r ta in ly . 

F o r  a t  each  r a p id   h a u l,  t h e y   c a lle d   o u t  a  n u m b e r  a fre s h , in   a  s in g -s o n g   v o ic e :  “ T h ir t y - s e v e n ;   t h i r t y - s i x ;   t h i r t y -  

fo u r  a n d   a  h a lf ;   t h i r t y - f o u r ;   t h ir t y - t h r e e   a n d   th re e - 

q u a rte rs  !  ” 

Iv a n   lis te n e d   u n c o n c e rn e d . 

I t   w a s   n o th in g   to   h im . 

O n  so  c a lm   a  n ig h t   th e   b a re   n o tio n   o f  d a n g e r  seem ed a b s o lu te ly   in c o n c e iv a b le . 

A t  la s t th e  s a ilo rs  h a u le d , a n d   g a v e  an  a u d ib le  “   W h e w  !  " 

“ H o w   m u c h ? ”   th e   o ffic e r  c rie d   w h o   s u p e rin te n d e d   tb o w o rk . 

A n d   th e   q u a rte r -m a s te r  a n s w e re d ,  in   a  h u s h e d to n e   o f   e x p e c ta tio n ,  “   J u s t  a bo ve   t h i r t y - t w o   !  T h e y   c a n ’ t be  fa r   o ff n o w ,  s ir   ! ” 

A t   th e   w o rd ,  V e r s to ff  lo u n g e d   o v e r  w i t h   a  r a t h e r   p a le face. 

“ T h a t ’s  b a d ,”   h e   s a id   q u ie tly ,   “  v e r y   bad  in d e e d ; they  m u s t  s to p   h e r,  o r  b a c k   h e r !  ” 

“   W h y   so?  ”   I v a n   asked  in n o c e n tly . 

“   W h a t’s  w ro n g ? 
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W l ia t   a re   th e y   t r y i n g   to   f in d   o u t  w it h   t h is   t h in g   th e re , a n y h o w  ? ” 

“ T r y i n g ? ”   V e r s to ff echoed. 

“   W h y ,  d o n ’ t   y o u   k n o w ? 

T h e   te m p e ra tu re   o f  th e   w a te r,  to   he  s u re  ! 

T t’s  a lm o s t  on 

fre e z in g . 

Y o u   can  gue ss  w h a t   t h a t   m eans. 

W e   m u s t  he 

close  u p o n   ic e b e rg s  !  ” 

S c a rc e ly   w e re   th e   w o rd s   o u t  o f   h is   m o u th   w h e n   a t e r r ib le   j a r   t h r ille d   lo u d   a n d   fie rce   th r o u g h   th o   h u l l   fro m s te m   to   s te rn .  T h e   w h o le   fra m e w o r k   s ta g g e re d .  T h re e b e lls   r a n g   s h a rp ,  w it h   a  q u ic k   n o te ,  in   th o   e n g in e -ro o m b e lo w . 

T h e   g re a t  s h ip   s to p p e d   dead  s h o rt,  a n d   seem ed 

to   re e l  i n   te r r o r .  S he   h a d   s tr u c k   a g a in s t s o m e th in g   h u g e , t h a t   s h a tte re d   h e r  b o w s   lik e   g la ss. 

T h e n   I v a n  w a s  a w a re  

t h a t   to n s   a n d   to n s   o f  ice  la y  tossed  in  v a s t  fra g m e n ts   o v e r th o   fo r w a r d   d e c k . 

A l l   w a s   t r e m o r   a n d   g u rg le .  B la c k  

w a te r   w a s   ru s h in g   in   as  h e   lo o k e d   to w a rd s   th e   fo re c a s tle - 

T h e y   h a d   com e  in t o   c o llis io n ,  e n d   o n ,  w i t h   an   ic e b e rg   ! 

I n   one  second,  th e   d e c k   w a s  a ll  a liv e   w i t h   s tr u g g lin g t e r r if ie d   h u m a n ity . 

“ L o w e r   th o   b o a t s ! ”   w as  th e   w o r d ; 

a n d   th e n   I v a n   u n d e rs to o d   t h a t   th o   s h ip   w a s   s in k in g . 

A lr e a d y   th e   w ild   w a te r   w a s   p o u r in g   re s is tle s s ly   in t o   th e h o ld , b y  v a s t  Hoods  a t  a  tim e ,  th r o u g h   th e   s h a tte re d   b o w s. 

I t   w a s   a  case  o f   t o t a l  w re c k . 

T h e    A tla s   w as  f i l l i n g   w i t h  

o m in o u s   speed. 

O ne  c h a n c o   a lo n e   re m a in e d  —  to   lo w e r  

tiro   b o a ts   as  fa s t  as  h u m a n   h a n d s   c o u ld   lo w e r   th e m . 

A n d   s t i l l   th o   h u b b u b   th ic k e n e d ,  a n d   s t i l l   th o   t u r m o il in c re a s e d .  P assen g ers  cam e  r u s h in g   u p ,  h a lf   c la d ,  fr o m t h e ir   s ta te -ro o m s .  F r o m   e v e ry   la d d e r  a n d   g a n g w a y   th e y s u rg e d   to w a rd s   th e   q u a rte r-d e c k .  T h o  w a t e r   s to o d   a n k le - 

dee p   in   th e   passages  b y   t h is   tim e . 

S a ilo rs   loo sed   th e  

b o a ts   fr o m   th o   d a v its   w i t h   p ra c tis e d   h a s to ,  a n d   h u r r ie d in   th e   w o m e n   a u d   c h ild r e n   w i t h   ro u g h ,  k i n d l y   h a n d s . 

O ffic e rs   le n t   t h e ir   a id .  a n d   o rd e re d   th e   p ro c e d u re   w i t h th e   coolness  o f   t h e ir   c r a ft   in   a n y   g re a t  e m e rg e n c y . 

T h e  

c a p ta in   o n   th e   b r id g e   g a v e   h is   o rd e rs   a b o ve   th e   c rie s   a n d s h o u ts   o f  th e   te r r if ie d   p assen ge rs  in   a  lo u d   v o ic e   o f   co m 
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m a n d ,  a n d   h is   m en  o be ye d   lik o   so  m a n y   p assionless a u to m a ta . 

T h e   e le c tric   lig h t s   h a d   g o n e   o u t. 

T h e   fire s  

w e re   s m o th e re d .  A l l   w a s  n o is e   a n d   d a rk n e s s . 

I n   s u c h   a  ju n c tu r e   as  th is ,  th e   o ld   O u ra ls k   t r a in in g to ld   w i t h   b o th   I v a n   a n d   V e rs to ff. 

W i t h   one  a cco rd   th e y  

b o th   tu r n e d ,  u n b id d e n ,  to   a id   th e   s a ilo rs   in   lo w e r in g   th e b o a ts   a n d   m a r s h a llin g   th e   passengers.  X o   t h o u g h t  o f s e lf o c c u rre d   to   e ith e r .  I t   w a s  d u t y   o r  d e a th . 

B u t   w h e n   th e   la s t  b o a t  w a s   lo w e re d ,  a n d   th o   la s t p a s s e n g e r  p ro v id e d   w i t h   a  v a c a n t  s e a t,  th e   c a p ta in ,  de s c e n d in g ,  tu r n e d   ro u n d   to   th e   c re w   a n d   th o   fe w   m e n   w h o h a d   h e lp e d   th e m . 

“ S ave  y o u rs e lv e s ,  b o y s ! ”   he   c rie d   in  

a  lo u d   v o ic e ,  c o in in g   d o w n   to   th o   q u a rte r-d e c k .  “ E v e r y m a n   f o r   h is   o w n   n e c k ! 

T a k e   th e   b e lts   a n d   lif e - r a ft s   ! 

N e v e r  m in d   th e   s h ip . 

S he  w o n ’ t   la s t  t h i r t y   seconds.” 

A n d ,  in d e e d ,  th o   w a te r   b y   t h a t   tim e   h a d   a lm o s t re a ch e d   th o   d e c k ,  a n d   th o   s h ip   w a s  s in k in g   b e fo re   t h e ir eyes  in   a  g re a t  s w ir lin g   e d d y . 

I n   t h is   la s t  e x tr e m ity ,  I v a n   seized   o n e   o f  th e   d e c k - 

seats,  w h ic h   d o u b le d   b a c k   in t o   a  lif e - r a f t . 

H e   s a id   n o t  a 

w o r d ;  b u t   V e r s to ff  h e lp e d   h im   to   u n b e n d   i t . 

B e tw e e n  

th e m ,  t h e y   p u s h e d   i t   o ff,  a n d   ju m p e d   on   to g e th e r. 

A  

s a ilo r,  h a rd   b y ,  in   c h a rg e   o f   th o   p r o v is io n in g ,  flu n g   th e m a  s m a ll  b a r r e l  o f   b is c u its   a n d   a  k e g   o f   fre s h   w a te r. 

T h o  

b is c u its   re a c h e d   t h e ir   m a r k ,  b u t   th e   k e g   f e ll  s h o rt. 

A s  

th e y   lo o k e d ,  th o    A lla s   s w a n g   ro u n d   a n d   c a re e n e d ,  th e n she  d is a p p e a re d   w it h   a  g re a t  g u r g le   in t o   th e   b la c k   a b y s s o f  th e   ocean. 

T h e y   w e re   a lo n e ,  on  th o   r a f t ,   in   th e   m id s t 

o f th o   A t la n t ic . 

V. 

T h re e   d a y s   la te r ,  tw o   w o r n   a n d   h a g g a rd   m e n   flo a te d h o p e le ss ly   b y   th e m s e lv e s ,  w it h   a  w a te r lo g g e d   r a f t,   o n   a boundless  ocean. 

B y   g o o d   lu c k   i t   h a d   re m a in e d   c a lm , 
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a n d   th e y   h a d   been  c a u g h t  b y   th e   G u l f   S tre a m ,  w h ic h c a r rie d   th e m   e a s tw a rd   in   it s   f l o w ;  b u t   w h a t   w o rd s   can t e ll,   e ve n   so, th e   a g o n y   a n d   suspense  o f  th o se   th r e e   n ig h ts on   th e   o p e n   A t la n t ic ? 

T h e   w in d   w a s   r is in g   n o w ,  a n d  

th e   l i t t l e   lo p p in g   w a v e s   t h a t   i t   d ro v e   in t o   s m a ll  c re s ts b eg an   to   b re a k   o v e r  th e   r a f t ,   w e t t in g   th e   tw o   m e n   to   th e s k in ,  a lre a d y   c o ld   a n d   w re tc h e d   e n o u g h   as  t h e y   w e ro   in t h e ir   t h i r s t   a n d   m is e ry . 

F o r   th re e   w h o le   d a y s   a n d   n ig h ts   t h e y   h a d   n o t  ta s te d w a te r. 

A   t h o u g h t   rose  u p ,  as  t h e y   s a t  th e re   in   d e s p a ir,  in t o I v a n ’s  m in d . 

T h e   Itu s s ia n   p e a s a n t  n a tu r e   d o e sn ’ t   c lin g  

to   lif e   w i t h   th e   sam e  u n re a s o n in g   p e rs is te n c e   as  o u r  m o ro s o p h is tic a te d  

E n g lis h  

te m p e ra m e n t. 

T h e  

r a f t   w a s  

w e ig h e d   d o w n   b y   tw o   p e o p le ’ s  w e ig h t. 

W it h   one  o n ly  

i t   w o u ld   rid e   h ig h e r ,  a n d   th e   w a v e s   w o u ld   ta k e   a  lo n g e r tim e   b e fo re   t h e y   c o u ld   sw eep  c o m p le te ly   o v e r  i t . 

H e  

lo o k e d   a t  Y e rs to ff,  w h o   s a t  th e re ,  th e   p ic t u r e   o f   d e s p o n d e n c y ,  h u g g in g   h is   k n e e s   w it h   h is   h a n d s . 

I n   a  fe w   b r i e f  

w o rd s ,  I v a n   e x p la in e d   h is   ide a . 

“   P e te r,”   ho   a d d e d ,  c a llin g   h im   once  m o re   b y   th e   n a m e   ho   h a d   a lw a y s   used,  t i l l th e n ,  fro m   c h ild h o o d ,  “   y o u ’re   m a rrie d   ;  I ’m   s in g le   ;  y o n a rc   K a r e n ’s  h u s b a n d ;  i t   is   r i g h t   t h a t   I   s h o u ld   g o. 

I f  

e v e r  y o u   re a c h   la n d   safe,  t e ll  h e r  I   le a p t  fro m   th e   r a f t   to save  y o u .” 

H o   sto o d   u p ,  a n d   m a d e   re a d y   to   p lu n g e   h e a d lo n g   in t o th e   sea. 

I n   an  a g o n y   o f   re m o rs e ,  V e r s to ff  ro s e ,  lik e   one possessed,  a n d   la id   h is   h a n d   w i t h   a  f ir m   g r ip   o n   h is   o ld f r ie n d ’s  a rm .  “ N o ,  I v a n , ”   ho  s a id ,  h o ld in g   h im   b a c k   b y m a in   fo rce . 

“  N o t   y o u   ! 

N o t  y o u   ! 

I f  e it h e r   o f  u s  goes, 

i t   m u s t  be   I  w h o   d o   i t . 

A n y w h e r e   b u t   h e re ,  I   w o u ld n ’ t  

h a v e   confessed  i t   to   y o u   f o r   a  w o r ld . 

B u t   h e ro ,  face  to  

la ce   as  I   s ta n d   w i t h   d e a th ,  I   w i l l   t e l l   y o u   th e   t r u t h . 

I  

n a v e   a lw a y s   k n o w n   i t . 

E v e r   s in ce   t h a t   d a y   a t  N i j n i  

O u ra ls k ,  th o s e   w o rd s   y o u   s a id   to   h e r  h a v e   been  a u d ib le   in m y   ears.  Y o u   w e re   r ig h t .   I   w a s   w ro n g .  I   s h o u ld   n e v e r
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h a v e   ta k e n   h e r.  Y o u   s a id ,  ‘  H o ld   b a c k   y o u r  h a n d , K a r o n  ! 

I t ’s  m in e   !  I   c la im   i t ! ’  A n d   o v e r  s in c e   th e n   I ’ v e   k n o w n y o u   spo ke   th e   t r u t h .   T h o   E ld e rs   o f   th e   C h u rc h   g a v e   m o h e r  b o d y   t h a t   d a y . 

l ’ u t   th e y   c o u ld n ’t   g iv e   m e   h e r  h e a rt. 

I t   w as  y o u r s ! 

I t   w a s   y o u rs   ! 

L iv e   o n ,  a n d   ta k e   i t . ” 

A s   he   s po ke,  w i t h   th e   w i l d   e n e rg y   o f   s e lf-r e n u n c ia tio n s p u r r in g   h im  o n   b e y o n d   h im s e lf,  V e r s to ff flu n g   o ff th e   f u r c o a t  ho   w as  w e a rin g ,  a n d   s to o d ,  in   a c t  to   le a p ,  w i t h   ono h a n d   a lo f t  to   h e a ve n .  I t   w a s   I v a n 's   t u r n   n o w   to   h o ld   h im h a c k   a n d   r e s tr a in   h im . 

“  S to p ,  P e te r,”   ho  c rie d ,  la y in g  

h is   h a n d   u p o n   t h a t   s ta lw a r t   a rm ,  w i t h   a  fie rc e   fo rc e   o f re s tr a in t. 

“   Y o u   h a v e   n o   r i g h t   to   do   t h is . 

Y o u   a re  

h e r’s. 

Y o u   m u s t  liv e   f o r   h e r. 

I   m a y   d o   as  I   lik e . 

M y  

li f e   is   m y   o w n . 

B u t   y o u r   lif e   is   K a re n ’s.  Y o u    must  n o t 

g e t  r i d   o f  i t . ” 

V e r s to ff  tu r n e d   to   h im   p ite o u s ly .  H e   w a s  p a le   as d e a th . 

H o w   th e   re a l  m a n   c a m e   o u t  a t  t h is   ju n c tu r e , fro m   b e n e a th   th e   m e re   v e n e e r  o f  c o s m o p o lita n   p o lis h ! 

“ I v a n , ”   h e   c rie d   a lo u d ,  in   th o   a g o n y   o f   h is   self-a ba se m e n t ;  “   she  w o u ld   bo  h a p p ie r   w it h   y o u . 

S he  w as  y o u r ’s 

fro m   th o  b e g in n in g . 

I   s in n e d   in   t a k in g   h e r— th e   C h u rc h  

m is le d   m e.  L e t   m e  d ie   to   a to n e   f o r   i t . 

G o   h om e  a n d  

c o m fo rt  h e r.” 

 *

I v a n   g la n c e d   a ro u n d   w i t h   a  b it t e r   s m ile   a t  th e   g a th e r in g   w a ve s. 

“   T h e ro ’ s  s m a ll  h o p e   fo r  e ith e r   o f   us  to   go 

h o m e ,”   he   a n s w e re d ,  g ra s p in g   h is   f r ie n d ’s  h a n d   h a rd . 

“   B u t,  P e te r,  I   c o u ld   n e v e r  a llo w   y o u   to   d o   th a t. 

S it  

d o w n   a g a in ,  a n d   le t   us  b o th   face   i t   o u t  to g e th e r . 

A f t e r  

a ll,   i t   w o u ld   be  m o re   t e r r ib le   s t i l l   th a n   i t   is ,  i f   e ith e r   o f us  w e re   to   s ta n d   q u it e   a lo n e   b y   h im s e lf   in   th e   m id s t  o f th o   ocean.” 

F o r   e v e n   as  he  s p o k e ,  a  second  t h o u g h t,  y e t   m o re te r r ib le ,  rose  s p o n ta n e o u s   in   h is   so u l. 

I I o w   c o u ld   e ith e r  

o f  th e m   e v e r  fa ce   K a r e n   a g a in ,  w i t h   th is   m essage  o n   h is lip s — th a t   he  h a d   a llo w e d   th e   o th e r  to   d ie   f o r   h e r  s a ke   on th o   m id - A t la n t ic ? 
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T h e y   s a t  t h a t   d a y   o u t,  f o r   th e   m o s t  p a rt  in   th e   s ile n c e o f   d e s p a ir. 

F r o m   h o u r  to   h o u r   th e   w a v e s   rose  h ig h e r , 

a n d   w a sh e d   o v e r  th e   r a f t   tim e   a n d   a g a in ,  in   e v e r-in c re a s in g   fo rc e ,  d re n c h in g   th e m   t h r o u g h   a n d   th r o u g h   to   th e s k i n ;  h u t   th e   tw o   m e n   s t i l l   c ro u c h e d   s id o   b y   sid e   in speechless  m is e r y ,  p e e rin g ,  in   v a in ,  w i t h   w e a ry   e ye s  f o r a  spe ck  o f w h ite   s a il  o n   t h a t   m o n o to n o u s   h o riz o n . 

T o w a rd s   la te  a fte rn o o n , Y e r s to ff b e g a n  to  g r o w  d e lirio u s w i t h   t h ir s t . 

T h e   fe v e r  in c re a s e d   u p o n   h im .  H e   b a b b le d  

fe e b ly   o f  th o u s a n d s   o f   fra n c s   a n d   e x a c tin g   m a n a g e rs . 

I l i s   t a l k   w a s  o f   K a r e n . 

I v a n   h e ld   h im   in   h is   .arms,  le s t 

th e   w a v e s   s h o u ld   w a s h   h is   f a ilin g   b o d y   o v e rb o a rd . 

A n d  

n o w   a  s t i l l   m o re   g h a s tly   t e r r o r   d is tu r b e d   Iv a n   U t o v it c h ’ s m in d . 

S up p ose   I ’e te r  w e re  to   d ie , th e re   in   h is   v e r y   a rm s , a n d   h e   h im s e lf   w e re   to   bo  p ic k e d   u p   a liv e   b y   som e p a s s in g   s h ip   a fte r w a r d s ! 

H o w   c o u ld   h e   e v e r  face 

Y e rs to fF s   w id o w   w i t h   t h a t   ta le   u p o n   h is   lip s  ?  W o u ld K a r e n   b e lie v o   h e   h a d   d o n e   h is   b e s t  in   t h a t   f in a l  c r is is   to save  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s  lif e ? 

T h a t   in t e r n a l  to r m e n t  w a s  w o rs e   to   h im   n o w   th a n   a ll th e   te r r o r s   o f  th e   sea,  o r  o f h u n g e r   a n d   t h ir s t . 

I t   a lm o s t 

d e c id e d   h im   to   ju m p   o ff   as  he   f i r s t   in te n d e d . 

B u t   as 

t h in g s   n o w   sto o d,  e ve n   t h a t   re s o r t  w a s   im p o s s ib le   :  d o w h a t   h o   w o u ld ,  h e   c o u ld n ’ t   d e s e rt  V e r s to if. 

B y   s u n s e t,  fo r  th e   f ir s t   tim e ,  r a in   b e g a n   to   f a l l ,   a t  f ir s t i n   s tr a y   d ro p s ,  th e n   s te a d ily ,  h e a v ily . 

A t   sea  r a in   m e an s 

fre s h   w a te r .  A V itli  a  b u r s t   o f   r e lie f   I v a n   h e ld   o u t  h is h a n d k e r c h ie f, c a u g h t  th e  p re c io u s  d ro p s   in   it s   fo ld s  as th e y f e ll,   a n d   w r u n g   th e m   o u t  e a g e r ly   in t o   A’ e rs to ff’s  m o u th . 

O n ly   a ft e r   he   h a d   d o n e   so  fiv e   o r   s ix   tim e s   r u n n in g   d id I v a n   v e n tu re   to   p o u r  a  l i t t l e   a t  la s t  u p o n   h is   o w n p a rc h e d   to n g u e . 

F o r   K a r e n ’s  sake,  th o u g h   h e   d ie d   h im s e lf,  he  m u s t  do  h is   v e r y   b e s t  to   save  h e r  h u s b a n d . 
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I t   r a in e d   w it h o u t   in te r m is s io n   fo r   som o  h o u rs   a t  a s tre tc h ,  a n d   th e y   w e ro   a b le   to   q u e n c h   t h e i r   t h i r s t   as m u c h   as  th e y   lik e d   b e fo re   th e   s h o w o r  e n d e d .  M e a n w h ile , d a rk n e s s   c am e   on. 

A   f o u r t h   n ig h t   o f  h o rr o r s   o pened  o u t 

b o fo rc   th e m . 

V e r s to ff  c o u ld n ’ t   h o ld   o u t  m u c h   lo n g e r ; 

c o ld   a n d   e x p o s u re  w e re   k i l l i n g   h im . 

A n d   i f   h e   d ie d ,  I v a n   t h o u g h t,  ho  w o u ld   fe e l  h im s e lf a lm o s t  a  s u s p e c te d   m u rd e r e r. 

A b o u t  e le v e n   o’c lo c k ,  as  I v a n   ju d g e d ,  a  f a in t   g le a m s h o w e d   d im   u p o n   th e   w a te r   to   w e s tw a rd . 

H o   sh a d e d   h is  

eyes,  a n d   lo o k e d   o u t  th r o u g h   th e   r a in   to w a rd s   th o   d a rk h o riz o n . 

S lo w ly   th e   f a i n t   g le a m   d iv id e d   it s e lf   u p   in t o t w o   v a g u e   re d   lig h ts ,  a n d   th e n   b y   d eg re es  d re w   n e a re r a n d   n e a re r. 

Y e s ,  y e s ;  i t   d re w   n e a re r  ! 

I t   w a s  c o m in g  

to w a rd s   t h e m ! 

I t   w a s   a  lin e r   u n d e r  f u l l   s te a m ! 

N o  

d o u b t  a b o u t  th a t. 

W o u ld   she  pass  close   e n o u g h   to   see 

th e m   ?  C o u ld   th e y   m a n a g e   in   t h a t   t h i c k   g lo o m   to a tt r a c t   h e r  a tte n tio n  ? 

T w e n t y   m in u te s   o f   in te n s e   a n x ie t y   fo llo w e d . 

I v a n  

sa w   th o   g re a t  s h ip   s h a p in g   h e r  cou rse   s tr a ig h t   to w a rd s th e m . 

I l l s   h e a rt  b o a t  h ig h . 

S u r e ly ,  s u r e ly   she  w o u ld  

pass  a lo n g s id e ! 

S he  w o u ld   b e   w e ll  w i t h i n   h a ilin g  

d is ta n c e . 

H o   c o u ld   w a v e   h is   h a n d k e r c h ie f  a b o v o   h is  

h e a d   a n d   s ig n a l  to   th o   lo o k - o u t ! 

H o   c o u ld --------

A n d   th e n ,  a ll   a t  once,  w it h   a n   a w f u l  re v u ls io n   o f  s t i l l b la c k e r  d e s p a ir,  a  n o w   h o r r o r   b u r s t   u p o n   h im . 

S he  w a s  

c o m in g   n e a r  in d e e d , b u t   to o   n e a r !  S he w a s   b e a rin g   d o w n u p o n   th e m   in   a  s tr a ig h t  lin e . 

H e r   g re a t  s h a rp   b o w s,  a n d  

h e r  g ig a n t ic   s h e a rw a te r  w e re   p lo u g h in g   th o   sea  w i t h m a d   h a s te   to   d e v o u r  th e m . 

T h a t   k n if e - lik e   e d g e — k e e n , 

p o w e r fu l,  ir r e s is tib le — w o u ld   c u t   in   tw o   t h e i r   f r a i l   r a f t w it h o u t   e v e r  fe e lin g   o r  k n o w in g   i t . 

H e   h e ld   h is   b re a th , 

a n d   lo o k e d   u p . 

G re a t  h e a ve n s ,  th o   h u g e   m o n s te r  w a s  

close  u p o n   th e m . 

T h e re   w a s   n o t h in g   f o r   i t   n o w   b u t   to  

d ie   to g e th e r. 

H e   s h u t  h is   e ye s  t i g h t ,   a n d   claspe d  

V e r s to ff s p a s m o d ic a lly . 
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N e x t  in s ta n t,  he   w a s   a w a re ,  b y   a  s u d d e n   b o u n d   o f   th e r a f t,   t h a t   th e   w a s h   fr o m   th e   s te a m e r’s  b o w s   h a d   c a u g h t th e m   o n   it s   c re s t  a n d   c a s t  th e m   o u t  o f   h e r  c o u rs e ;  th e y w ero  to s s in g   in   th e   tr o u g h   o f  th o   w a v e   b y   th e   g re a t c re a tu re ’s  b ro a d s id e . 

W i t h   one  la s t  d e s p a irin g   e ffo rt,  I v a n   s ta g g e re d   to   h is fo o t,  a n d   w a v e d   h is   h a n d k e r c h ie f  w i l d l y   o v o r  h is   head to w a rd s   th o   p a s s in g   s te a m e r. 

H o   s h o u te d   w it h   a ll  h is  

v o ic e .  H e   c rie d   a lo u d   th r o u g h   th o   g lo o m , 

li e   g e s tic u la te d   a n d   s h rie k e d   lik e   a  m a d m a n . 

T h e re   w a s   a n o th e r  f a in t   pause. 

T h e n   a  v o ic e   spoke 

o u t  c le a r  fro m   th e   l in e r ’s  fo re c a s tle . 

“ I t a f t   on  th e   s ta r b o a rd   b o w !  ”   i t   c rie d   a lo u d ,  in   s h a rp   ton es. 

“  T w o  

m e n   o n   th o   r a f t ! 

M o re   s u r v iv o r s   fro m   th o    A t l a s ! " 

I t   w a s   th e   s te a m e r’s  lo o k -o u t  m a n . 

H o   h a d   seen 

(h e m   ! 

l i e   h a d   seen  th o rn   ! 

I n   a  second,  a  s e a rc h - lig h t  w a s   tu r n e d   h a s t ily   o v e r  th o w a te rs   w h e re   th e y   tossed  h e lp le s s   in   th e   tro u g h . 

T h o  

g ia n t   s h ip   s la c k e n e d   s p e e d ;  she  s lo w e d ;  she  w as  a t   a s ta n d s t ill. 

A   b o a t !— a  b o a t!  S o m e th in g   d a n ce d   o n   th e  

w a v e s .  T h e y  w e ro   saved !  T h e y  w e re  saved  !  M o n   w e re c o in in g   to   re scu e   th e m  ! 

T e n   m in u te s   la t e r   I v a n   a n d   V e r s to ff  la y   h a lf  dea d   on th e   d e c k   o f   a  C u n a r d   lin e r . 

P assen g ers  o ffe re d   th e m  

fo o d   a n d   d r in k ,   w h ile   th e   d o c to r  le a n e d   o v e r  th e m   w i t h h is   fla s k   o f  b ra n d y . 

I t   w a s   a lm o s t  to o   la te  ;  V e rs to ff  w as  s e rio u s ly   i l l   w it h c o ld   a n d   e x p o s u re .  H e  re a c h e d   L iv e r p o o l  ju s t   a liv e ,  a n d t h a t   w a s   a ll. 

I v a n  w a tc h e d   b y   h is  b e r t h  t i l l  t h e y  g o t h im i n t o   p o rt. 

T h e n   th e   s h ip ’s  d o c to r  to o k   h im   on   to   ro o m s  

i n   L o n d o n ,  w h e re   K a r e n   w as  h a s t ily   s u m m o n e d   b y   te le g ra m   fr o m   B e r lin   to   m e e t  h im . 

A t   s u c h   a  m o m e n t  o f   suspense  I v a n   c o u ld n ’t   b e a r  to see  h e r. 

B e fo re   a   w e e k   w a s  o u t,  a  p e n c ille d   n o te   a rriv e d   a t  h is h o te l.  H e   to re   i t   ope n   a n d   re a d   i t . 

T h e re   w e re   ju s t
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fo u r   lin o s ,  w it h   no   b e g in n in g   a t  a ll. 

“  M y   p o o r  h u s b a n d  

d ie d ,  co n scio u s,  a t   liv o   o’c lo c k   t h is   m o rn in g . 

H o   k n o w  

o v e ry   one  to   th o   la s t. 

I I o  to ld   m o  o f   a ll   y o u r   k in d n e s s . 

So  m a n y — m a n y   th a n k s . 

I t   w a s   g o o d   o f  y o u . — K a r e n .” 

'W h e n   m e n   h a v e   fa c e d   d e a d ly   p e r il  to g e th e r ,  a ll  olso   is fo r g o tte n . 

I v a n   b u r s t  in t o   te a rs   as  ho  ro a d   t h a t   le tte r . 

H is   th o u g h ts   w e n t  b a c k   to   th e   o ld   d a y s   w h e n   t h e y   h a d ro a m e d   s id e   b y   s id o   as  b o ys  i n   th e   w o o d s   o f  th o   U p p e r O tta w a ,  a n d   w h e n   K a r e n   as  y e t   w a s   n o t h in g   to   e it h e r   o f th e m . 

V I I . 

E v e n   so,  f o r   s ix   m o n th s ,  I v a n   n e v e r  s o u g h t  to   m e e t  h is o ld   lo v e   in   h e r   s o lit a r y   w id o w h o o d . 

So  m a n y   th in g s  

p re v e n te d   h im . 

I l o   w a s   b u s y   w i t h   th o   a ffa irs   o f   h is  

c o m p a n y   in   L o n d o n   a n d   P a ris .  K a r o n   m ig h t   h a v e   de v e lo p e d   a n d   c h a n g e d   so  m u c h   m e a n w h ile ! 

She  m ig h t  

n o t  w is h   to   see  h im . 

A b o v e   a ll,   re s p e c t  f o r   K a r e n ’s  o w n  

fe e lin g s   re s tr a in e d   h im   so  soon  a fte r   h e r  loss  fro m   c o m m u n ic a tin g   w i t h   h e r. 

A t   th e   e n d   o f   s ix   m o n th s ,  h o w e v e r,  a n   a n n o u n c e m e n t a p p e a re d   in   th o    F ija r o   one  d a y   t h a t   M a d a m e   C a ta rin a V e r is to ,  th e   fa m o u s   s o p ra n o ,  so  lo n g   in   r e tir e m e n t,  w o u ld a p p e a r  n e x t  e v e n in g   a t   a  c o n c e rt  in   V ie n n a   f o r   th o   f ir s t t im e   s in ce   th o   d e a th   o f  h e r  h u s b a n d . 

I t   w a s   a t  a   ca fe   o n   th o   B o u le v a rd s   t h a t   I v a n   re a d th o s e   w o rd s . 

H e   d id n ’t   h e s ita te   one  second. 

I n   h a l f   an  

h o u r   h is   p o rtm a n te a u   w a s   p a c k e d ,  a n d   h e   w a s   o n   h is w a y   to   th e   G a re   do  l ’E s t — d e s tin a tio n ,  V ie n n a . 

T h o   c o n c e rt-ro o m   w h e re   K a r e n — h is   K a r e n — w as  to s in g   w a s  d e n s e ly   p a c k e d   a n d   c ro w d e d   w it h   a n   e n th u s ia s tic   a u d ie n c e .  I v a n   s e c u re d   a  se a t  w i t h   d if f ic u lt y   h a lf w a y   d o w n   th o   h a ll. 

I I o   w a ite d   a n x io u s ly   w h ile   th e  

m in o r  s ta rs   p e rfo rm e d   t h e ir   p a rts . 

W h a t  w o u ld   K a re n

[image: Image 153]

[image: Image 154]

(it

 KAREN. 

bo  lik e   n o w ? 

H o w   w o u ld   success  lia v o   c h a n g e d   h e r? 

W o u ld   th e   g re a t  s in g e r  c a ro   a t   a ll   f o r   h e r  o ld   C a n a d ia n lo v e r ?  F o r   ho  h a d n ’ t   seen  h e r,  o f   co u rse ,  s in c e   she  w a s a  g i r l   o f e ig h te e n   in   th o   d a r k   p in e   fo r e s t a t  N i j u i  O u ra ls k o n   th o   U p p e r  O tta w a . 

A t   la s t,  a  m o v e m e n t,  a   s tir ,   a  c r a n in g   o f  n e c k s   in e a g e r  e x p e c ta tio n . 

O ne  g re a t  s to rm   o f a p p la u s e   r e n t   th o  

a ir   o n   e v e ry   sid e   as  a  p a le ,  f r a i l   g i r l ,   in   a  s im p le   b la c k d ress,  sto p p o d   t i m i d l y   o n   to   th o   p la t f o r m ,   a n d   g lid e d f o r w a r d   to w a rd s   th e   fo o tlig h ts . 

A   t h r i l l   ra n   th r o u g h  

I v a n ’s  fra m e   a t  th o   f a m ilia r  fig u re . 

I t   w as  K a r e n   in d e e d  

— n o   ono  e lse — -ju s t  th o   sum o  sw e e t,  o ld   K a r e n . 

Sho  w a s  

s h r in k in g   a n d   d o lic a te ,  lik e   a n   I n d ia n   p ip e - p la n t. 

S ho  a d v a n c e d   to   th o   f r o n t ,   g ra c e fu l,  m o d e st,  tre m u lo u s , w it h   a  r o l l   o f   m u s ic   cla sp e d   n e rv o u s ly  in   h e r   te n d e r  l i t t l e h a n d ,  a n d   b e g a n   to   p o u r  f o r t h   h e r  s p o n ta n e o u s   s o n g —  

so  i t   seem ed— in   e x q u is it e ly   p a th e tic   m o d u la tio n .  I v a n t h r i l l e d   onco  m o re   a t   th e   s o u n d .  I t   w a s   th o   sam e  b e a u t i f u l   v'oice  h e   h a d   k n o w n   i n   th e   lo g   h u t   a t  N i j n i   O u ra ls k  

— tr a in e d   a n d   s tre n g th e n e d ,  to   bo  s u re ,  b y   fiv o   y e a rs   o f s tu d y   a n d   a s s id u o u s   p ra c tic e ,  b u t   n a t u r a l  a n d   r ic h   a n d d a i n t i l y   s w e e t-to n e d   as  o f y o re . 

I v a n   lo o k e d   a t   h e r  a n d  

lo v e d . 

T h o   b e a u ty   o f   h o lin e s s   s h o n e   in   e v e ry   fe a tu re . 

A   g re a t  re n u n c ia tio n   h a d   b u t   h e ig h te n e d   th o   te n d e r c h a rm   o f   t h a t   e x q u is ite   face . 

S o rro w   h a d   m a d e   K a r e n  

m o re   lo v e ly   a n d   m o re   lo v a b le   th a n   e v e r. 

F o r   m a n y   m in u te s   sho  s a n g   as  th o u g h   th o   ro o m   b e fo ro h e r  w o re   a b s o lu te ly   e m p ty ,  a n d   she  w o re   p o u r in g   f o r th h e r  f u l l   h e a rt  in   u n p re m e d ita te d   m u s ic . 

T h e n ,  in   th e  

m id s t   o f   th o   s on g,  a t  a  v e r y   c r it ic a l  m o m e n t,  h e r  e ye ch a n c e d   to   w a n d e r  d o w n   th e   c e n tra l  a is le ,  a n d   c a u g h t I v a n ’s  fix e d   on   h e r  face  w i t h   w r a p t   a n d   e ag er  a tte n tio n . 

A t   t h a t   s ig h t  she  s ta r te d ;  h e r  m o u th   t w itc h e d   n e rv o u s ly . 

Sho  k n e w   h im   a t   a  g la n c e ,  th o u g h   he  s a t  th e re ,  n o t  in th o   o ld   f a m ilia r   C a n a d ia n   to q u e   a n d   je r s e y ,  b u t   in   th e b la c k   e v e n in g   dress  o f   a  E u ro p e a n   g e n tle m a n . 

F o r   one
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second  s lio   fa lte re d , as  th o u g h   sho  w o u ld   f a il  in   h e r  p ic c o . 

A   d e lic a to   flu s h   b ro k e   lik o   d a w n   o v e r  h e r  c h o c k ;  sho soeincd  to   fo r g o t  h e r   s o n g ;  sho  Boomed  to   fo r g o t  h e r a u d io n c o . 

T h e   w h o lo   h a ll  s a t  h u s h e d   a t  t h is   u n e x p e c te d pause  in   th o   d iv a ’s  p e rfo rm a n c e . 

B u t   i t   w a s  o n ly   fo r  a 

second. 

N e x t   in s ta n t,  K a r o n   h a d   re c o v e re d   h o rs o lf,  a n d w i t h   h e r  eyes  fix e d   f ir m ly   o n   t h a t   one  s w im m in g   s p o t  in th o   c e n tra l  a is lo — w i t h   I v a n   f o r   it s   fo c u s — w a s  p o u r in g f o r th   h e r  w h o lo   s o u l  in   o no  w ild ,   s p a s m o d ic   b u r s t   o f s w a n - lik o   m u s ic . 

T h e   a u d ie n c o   h u n g   e n tra n c e d .  T t  w a s  

m a rv e llo u s ,  m a rv o llo u s   ! 

N e v o r  b e fo ro ,  s a id   th e   V ie n n a  

p a p e rs   n e x t  d a y ,  h a d   M a d a m o   V o r is to   c o n q u e re d   h e r n a tiv e   t i m i d i t y   w i t h   s u c h   u t t e r   in s p ir a tio n ,  s u c h   e n tir o s e lf-fo rg e tfu ln e s s . 

Sho  seem ed  lo s t  in   h e r  s o n g :  ono 

w o u ld   s a y   sho  e x is to d   in   h e r   v o ic o   a lo n o. 

A l l   olso  w a s  

as  th o u g h   i t   w e re   n o t. 

S ho  w a s   w ra p p e d   u p   in   h e r  a r t  

as  in   a  c lo a k   o f i n v i s i b i l i t y . 

A t   th o   e n d   o f  h e r   s o n g ,  th o   a p p la u so   b u r s t   f o r t h   s t i l l m o ro   ra p tu ro u s   th a n   e v o r. 

L o u d   c rie s   o f  “ B i s ! — B i s ! ” 

r e n t   th o   a ir   lik e   th u n d e r . 

B u t   K a r e n   hooded  th o rn   n o t. 

W a lk in g   b a c k w a rd s ,  as  in   a   m a ze ,  sho  b o w e d   h o rs o lf  o il-th o   p la tfo r m . 

T w o   m in u te s   la te r ,  a n   a tte n d a n t  m a d e  

h is   w a y   u p   th r o u g h   th o   c ro w d e d   a llo y   w i t h   a  n o to   fo r Iv a n . 

I I o   to re   i t   o p e n   h a s t ily . 

I t   w as  s h o r t— b u t   lo n g  

e n o u g h . 

“  C om o  a n d   soe  m e   a fte r   th o   c o n c e rt  in   m y  

ro o m   h e ro .— K a r e n .” 

I I o   w e n t. 

Sho  re c e iv e d   h im   a t  th o   d o o r  o f h e r  r o b in g -  

ro orn   w i t h   ono  w h it e   l i t t l e   h a n d   s tre tc h e d   o u t,  te n d e r ly , to  m o o t  h im .  “  A t   l a s t !  ”   sho  s a id ,  tr e m b lin g .   I I o   closed th o   d o o r  a n d   lo o k e d   h a rd   a t  h e r. 

Sho  s to o d   b e fo ro   h im  

th o ro   in   h e r s im p lo   l i t t l e   b la c k   g re n a d in e   e v e n in g  d ro s s —  

th o   s e lfs a m e   K a re n   he  h a d   k n o w n   in   th o s e   f a r   w o o d s   b y th o   O tta w a . 

I l i s   h e a rt  w a s   f u l l ,   l i e   to o k   h e r  tw o   h a n d s in   h is   a n d   h e ld   th e m   in   s ile n c e   f o r   a  m o m e n t. 

T h e n   lie  

clasped  h e r  to   h is   b r e a s t :  “  M y   K a r e n !— m y   K a r e n ! ” 

“   Iv a n  !  ”   K a r e n  c rie d   s im p ly ,   “ y o u   w e re   r i g h t — 1  w as K

■
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w ro n g . 

T h o   C h u rc h   t a u g h t   m o   i l l . 

Y o u   w o u ld   h a v e  

t a u g h t   m o  b e tto r .  W o   h a v o   t r u e r   g u id e s ,  us  y o u   s a id , w i t h i n   us,  th u n   th o   c a s tin g   o f  a  lo t . 

I   choso  b a d ly   t h a t  

d a y   w h o n   y o u   c a lle d   o u t,  ‘ Y o u r   h a n d   is   m i n e ! ’  O h , I v a n ,   I   h a v o   p a id   f o r   it . 

F o r g iv e   m o !— fo r g iv o   m o  ! ” 

“  T h e n   y o u   h a v o   lo v e d   m o   a lw a y s  1  ”   Iv a n   c rie d ,  h a lf b osido   h im s e lf  w it h   d e lig h t . 

K a r e n   a n s w e re d   n o t  a  w o rd . 

S he  o n ly   s lip p e d   h e r  

w h it o   h a n d   in t o   th o   b osom   o f   h o r  b o d ic o ,  a n d   d r e w   o u t s o m e th in g . 

I v a n   h a d   n o tic e d   t i i a t   she  k e p t   p re s s in g   o no p a lm   th e re   h a rd   as  s lio   s a n g ,  w h o n   h o r  e ye s  c a u g h t  h is , a n d   th a t   sho  w o n t  o n   p re s s in g   t h r o u g h   th o   re s t  o f  th o s o n g ,  as  i f   to   k e e p   t h a t   w ild   h e a r t  o f   h e rs   fro m   b o u n d in g a n d   b u r s tin g . 

S ho  h a n d e d   th o   t h in g   across  to   h im   w i t h  

a  b e a u t if u l  s m ilo . 

H o   to o k   i t   r o v e r o n tly . 

I t   w a s   a  t i n y  

s q u a re   p a c k e t,  c o n ta in in g   s o m e th in g   t h a t   e v id e n t ly   h a d la i n   lo n g   n e x t   h e r  o w n   p u re   h e a rt. 

“   U n d o   i t , ”   sho 

m u rm u re d ,  ro s y - re d   w it h   a  c e r ta in   tre m u lo u s   jo y . 

A n d  

I v a n   u n d id   it . 

I t   c o n ta in e d   ju s t   a  c o u p le   o f  d r ie d   C a n a d ia n   flo w e rs  

— t w o   fa d e d   w h it e   s n o w -b lo s s o m s ,  a n d   a  fe a th e ry   s p ra y o f  ta m a ra c k . 

T h e y  w e ro   th o   flo w e rs   ho   h a d   g iv e n   h e r   th o   d a y   b o fo ro h e r  m a rria g e . 

Sho  h a d   w o r n   th e m   e v e r  s in c o   n e x t   h o r 

b osom ,  n o   d o u b t. 

T h e n   h e   t h o u g h t   o f   th o   w o rd s   I ’o tc r  

V c rs to fT  s p o k e  on   th o   r a f t   t h a t  n i g h t :  “   H o r  h a n d  is   m in e  ; b u t   h e r  h e a rt— h o r  h e a rt  is   a lw a y s   y o u rs ,  I v a n . ” 
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R u p o li’H  R ekvk  s a t  b y   h im s e lf   on   th e   O ld   L o n g   H a r ro w on   F a llin g liu r s t   C o m m o n . 

I t   w a s   a  S e p te m b e r  e v e n in g , 

a n d   th e   s u n   w as  s e ttin g . 

T h e   w e s t  w a s   a ll  a g lo w   w i t h   a 

m y s te rio u s   red  l i g h t ,  v e r y  s tra n g e   a n d   l u r i d — a  l i g h t   t h a t re fle c te d   it s e l f   in   g lo w in g   p u r p lo   on   th e   d a r k   b r o w n h e a th e r  a n d   th o   d y in g   b ra c k e n . 

R u d o lp h   R eeve  w a s   a 

jo u r n a lis t   a n d   a  m a n   o f   scie nco   ;  b u t   lie   h a d   a  p o e t’s  s o u l f o r   a ll  t h a t ,   in   s p ite   o f  h is   a v o c a tio n s ,  n e ith e r   o f   w h ic h   is u s u a lly   th o u g h t   to   te n d   to w a rd s   th o   s p o n ta n e o u s   d e v e lo p m e n t  o f a  p o e tic   te m p e ra m e n t.  H e   s a t  th e re   lo n g , w a tc h in g   th e   l i v i d   h u e s  th a t  in c a rn a d in e d   th o   s k y — re d d e r  a n d fie r c e r  th a n   a n y t h in g   ho  e v e r  re m e m b e re d   to   h a v e   seen s in c e   th o   fa m o u s   y e a r  o f   th e   lv ra k a to a   s u n s e ts — th o u g h he  k n o w   i t   w a s  g e t t in g   la te ,  a n d   ho  o u g h t  to   h a v e   g o n e b a c k   lo n g   s in ce   to   th o   m a n o r-h o u s e   to   d ress  f o r   d in n e r . 

M r .   B o u v e rio -B a rto n ,  h is   hostess,  th o   fa m o u s   W o m a n ’s R ig h ts   w o m a n , w a s   a lw a y s   s u ch   a  s tic k le r   fo r   p u n c t u a lit y a n d   d is p a tc h ,  a n d   a ll  th o   o th e r   u n fe m in in o   v ir t u e s   ! 

B u t,  in   s p ite   o f  M r s .  B o u v e r io - B a rto n ,  R u d o lp h   R ee ve   s a t o n .  T h e re   w a s   s o m e th in g   a b o u t  t h a t   s u n s e t  a n d   th o lig h t s   on   th o   b ra c k e n — s o m e th in g   w e ir d   a n d   u n e a r th ly —  

t h a t   p o s it iv e ly   fa s c in a te d   h im . 

T h e   v ie w   o v e r  th e   c o m m o n ,  w h ic h   s ta n d s   h ig h   a n d e xp o se d , a  v e r ita b le   w a s te  o f h e a th  a n d   g o rs e . is  s t r i k i n g l y
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w id e   a n d   e x p a n s iv e . 

P a llin g h u r s t   K in g ,   o r  tb o   “  O ld  

L o n g   H a r ro w ,”   a  w e ll- k n o w n   la n d m a r k ,  f a m ilia r   l>y  t h a t n a m e   fro m   t im e   im m e m o r ia l  to   a ll   th e   c o u n try -s id o , c ro w n s   its   a c tu a l  s u m m it,  a n d   c o m m a n d s   fr o m   it s   to p   tlio s u r r o u n d in g   h ills   f a r   in t o   th e   s h a d o w y   h e a rt  o f   H a m p s h ire .  O n   it s   te rra c e d   slop e   R u d o lp h   sat  a n d   g a z e d   o u t, w it h   a ll   th e   a r t is t ic   p le a s u re   o f   a  p o e t  o r  a  p a in te r   ( f o r he  w a s   a  l i t t l e   o f  b o th )   in   th e   e x q u is ite   flu s h  o f  th e   d y in g re fle c tio n s   fro m   th o   d y in g   s u n   u p o n   th e   d y in g   h e a th e r, l i e   s a t  a n d   w o n d e re d   to   h im s e lf   w h y   d e a th   is   a lw a y s   so m u c h   m o re   b e a u t if u l,   so  m u c h   m o re   p o e tic a l,  so  m u c h c a lm e r  th a n   l i f e — a n d   w h y   y o u   in v a r ia b ly   e n jo y   th in g s so  v e r y   m u c h   b e t t e r   w h e n   y o u   k n o w   y o u   o u g h t  to   bo d re s s in g   fo r   d in n e r. 

l i e   w as ju s t   g o in g   to   ris e , h o w e v e r, d re a d in g  th e   la s t in g w r a th   o f M rs .  B o u v e r ic - B a r to n ,  w h e n   o f   a  s u d d e n   a  v e r y w e ir d   y e t  d e fin ite   f e e lin g   caused  h im   fo r  o n o   m o m e n t  to pau se   a n d   h e s ita te . 

W h y   h e   f e l t   i t   ho   k n e w   n o t ;  h u t 

e ve n   as  he   s a t  th e re   o n   th e   g ra s s y   tu m u lu s ,  c o v e re d   close w i t h   s h o rt  s w a rd   o f   s u b te rra n e a n   c lo v e r,  t h a t   c u rio u s , c u n n in g   p la n t   t h a t   b u rie s   its   o w n   seeds  b y   a u to m a tic a c tio n ,  h o   w a s  a w a re ,  t h r o u g h   no   e x te r n a l  sense,  b u t b y   p u re   in t e r n a l  consciousness,  o f   s o m e th in g   o r  o th e r l i v i n g   a n d   m o v in g   w i t h i n   th o   b a rr o w . 

l i e   s h u t  h is   eyes 

a n d   lis te n e d . 

N o ;  fa n c y ,  p u re   f a n c y ! 

N o t  a  s o u n d  

b ro k e   th e   s tilln e s s   o f   e a r ly   e v e n in g ,  save  th e   d ro n e   o f in s e c ts — tho se   d y in g   in s e cts ,  n o w   b e g in n in g   to   f a i l   fa s t b e fo re   th e   f ir s t   c h i l l   b re a th   o f   a p p ro a c h in g   a u tu m n . 

R u d o lp h   o p e n e d   h is   eyes  a g a in   a n d   lo o k e d   d o w n   on   th e g ro u n d .  I n   th e   l i t t l e   b o g g y   h o llo w   b y   h is   fe e t  in n u m e r a b le   p la n ts   o f   s u n d e w   sp re a d   t h e ir   m u rd e ro u s   ro s e tte s   o f s t ic k y   re d   le a ve s,  a ll  b e d e w e d   w i t h   v is c id   g u m ,  to   c a tc h a n d   r o l l   ro u n d   th e   s tr u g g lin g   flie s   t h a t   w re n c h e d   t h e ir t i n y   lim b s   in   v a in   e ffo rts   to   fre e   th e m s e lv e s .  B u t   t h a t w a s  a ll. 

N o t h in g   else  w a s   a s tir.  I n   s p ite   o f   s ig h t   a n d s o u n d ,  h o w e v e r,  he   w a s   s t i l l   d e e p ly   t h r i l l e d   b y   th is

[image: Image 163]

[image: Image 164]

 PALLING HURST  HARROW.  

fit*

s tra n g e   consciousness  as  o f   s o m e th in g   l i v i n g   a n d   m o v in g in   th o   h a r r o w   u n d e r n e a th ;  s o m e th in g   l i v i n g   a n d   m o v in g  

— o r  w as  i t   m o v in g   a n d   d e a d ?   S o m e th in g   c r a w lin g   a n d c re e p in g ,  as  th e   lo n g   a rm s   o f  th e   s u n d e w s   c ra w le d   a n d c re p t  a ro u n d   th e   h e lp le s s   flie s ,  w h o se  ju ic e s   t h e y   s u c k e d o u t,  A   w e ird  a n d  a w f u l  fe e lin g , y e t   s tr a n g e ly  fa s c in a tin g  ! 

l i e   h a te d   th e   v u lg a r   n e c e s s ity   fo r   g o in g   b a c k   to   d in n e r. 

W h y   do  p eo p le   d in e   a t  a ll?   So  m a te r ia l!   so  c o m m o n p la c e   ! 

A n d   th e   u n iv e rs e   a ll   te e m in g   w i t h   s tra n g e  

secrets  to   u n fo ld   ! 

l i e   k n o w   n o t  w h y ,  b u t   a  fie rc e   d e s ire  

possessed  h is   so u l  to   s to p   a nd  g iv e   w a y   to   t h is   o v e r p o w e r in g   sense  o f   th e   m y s te rio u s   a n d   th e   m a rv e llo u s   in th e   d a r k   d e p th s   o f  th o   b a rro w . 

W i t h   an  e ffo rt  ho  ro u s e d   h im s e lf,  a n d   p u t   on  h is   h a t, w h ic h   he   h a d   b ee n   h o ld in g   in   h is   h a n d ,  f o r   h is   fo re h e a d w a s  b u r n in g . 

T h e   s u n   h a d   n o w   lo n g   set,  a n d   M rs . 

B o u v e r io - lla r t o n   d in e d   a t  7.30  p u n c tu a lly , 

l i e   m u s t  ris e  

a n d   g o   h om e . 

S o m e th in g   u n k n o w n   p u lle d   h im   d o w n   to  

d e ta in   h im . 

O nce  m o re   he  p aused  a n d   h e s ita te d . 

H o  

w a s  n o t  a  s u p e rs titio u s   m a n ,  y e t   i t   seem od  to   h im   as  i f m a n y   s tra n g e   shapes  s to o d   b y   u nsee n,  a n d   w a tc h e d   w it h g re a t  eagerness  to   see  w h e th e r  he  w o u ld   ris e   a n d   go a w a y , o r y ie ld  to  th e   te m p ta tio n  o f  s to p p in g  a n d  in d u lg in g h is   c u rio u s   fa n c y . 

S t r a n g e ! — he  s a w   a n d   h e a rd   a bso lu t e ly   n o b o d y   a n d   n o t h i n g ;  y e t   he  d im ly   re a liz e d   t h a t u n s e e n   fig u re s   w e re   w a tc h in g   h im   close  w it h   b a te d b re a th ,  a n d   a n x io u s ly  o b s e r v in g   h is  e v e ry   m o v e m e n t,  as  i f in t e n t   to   k n o w   w h e th e r  he  w o u ld   ris e   a n d   m o v e   o n, o r  re m a in   to   in v e s tig a te   t h is   causeless  s e n s a tio n . 

F o r   a  m in u te   o r  tw o   he   s to o d   irr e s o lu te  ;  a n d   a ll  th o tim e   h e   so  s to o d   th e   u n s e e n   b y s ta n d e rs   h e ld   t h e ir   b re a th a n d   lo o k e d   on   in   an   a g o n y   o f  e x p e c ta tio n , 

l i e   c o u ld   fe e l 

t h e ir   o u ts tre tc h e d   n e c k s   ;  he   c o u ld   p ic tu r e   t h e ir   s tr a in e d a tte n tio n . 

A t   la s t  he   b ro k e   a w a y . 

“   T h is   is   n o n se n se ,” 

ho   s a id   a lo u d   to   h im s e lf,  a n d   tu r n e d   s lo w ly   h o m e w a rd . 

A s  ho  d iil  so,  a  deep  s ig h ,  as  o f  suspense  re lie v e d ,  b u t
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re lie v e d   in   th e   w r o n g   d ir e c tio n ,  seemed,  to   ris e — u n h e a rd ,  im p a lp a b le ,  s p ir it u a l— fro m   th e   in v is ib le   c ro w d t h a t   g a th e re d   a ro u n d   h im   im m a te r ia l. 

C lu tc h e d   h a n d s  

seem ed  to   s tr e tc h   a fte r   h im   a n d   t r y   to   p u ll  h im   b a c k . 

A n   u n re a l  t h r o n g   o f   a n g r y   a n d   d is a p p o in te d   c re a tu re s seem ed  to   f o llo w   h im   o v e r  th e   m o o r,  u t t e r in g   speechless im p re c a tio n s   on   h is   h ea d,  in   som e  u n k n o w n   to n g u e —  

in e ffa b le ,  in a u d ib le . 

T h is   h o r r id   sense  o f   b e in g   f o llo w e d   b y   u n e a r th ly   foes  to o k   a b s o lu te   possession  o f R u d o lp h ’s  m in d . 

I t   m ig h t   h a v e   been  m e re ly   th e   l u r i d  

re d n e ss  o f   th e   a fte r g lo w ,  o r  th e   lo n e lin e s s   o f   th e   m o o r, o r  th e   n e c e s s ity   fo r   b e in g   b a c k   n o t  o n e   m in u te   la te   fo r M rs .  B o u v e r ie - B a r to n ’ s  d in n e r - h o u r ;   b u t ,   a t  a n y   ra te , h o   lo s t  a ll  s e lf-c o n tro l  fo r   th e   m o m e n t,  a n d   r a n — r a n w ild ly ,   a t  th e   v e r y   to p   o f   h is   speed,  a ll  th e   w a y   fro m   th e b a rr o w   to   th e   d o o r  o f  th e   m a n o r-h o u s e   g a rd e n . 

T h e re  

he   s to p p e d   a n d   lo o k e d   ro u n d   w i t h   a  p a in f u l  sense  o f   h is o w n   s tu p id   c o w a rd ic e . 

T h is   w a s   p o s it iv e ly   c h ild is h   :  he 

h a d   seen  n o t h in g ,   h e a rd   n o th in g ,  h a d   n o t h in g   d e fin ite to   f r ig h t e n   h im   ;  y e t  h o   h a d   r u n   fr o m   h is   o w n   m e n ta l s h a d o w ,  lik e   th e   v e r ie s t  s c h o o lg ir l,  a n d   w a s   t r e m b lin g s t i l l   fro m   th e   p r o f u n d it y   o f  h is   sense  t h a t   s o m e b o d y u nsee n   w as  p u r s u in g   a n d   f o llo w in g   h im . 

“ W h a t   a 

p re c io u s   fool  I  a m ,”   h e   s a id   to   h im s e lf,  h a l f   a n g r ily , 

“ to   be  so  t e r r if ie d   a t  n o t h in g ! 

I ' l l   go   r o u n d   th e re  

h y - a n d - b y , j u s t   to   re c o v e r  m y   s e lf-re s p e c t,  a n d   to   s h o w , a t   le a s t,  I ’ m   n o t   r e a lly   fr ig h t e n e d . ” 

A n d   e v e n   as  he  s a id   i t   ho   w a s   i n t e r n a lly   a w a re   t h a t h is   b a ffle d   foes,  s ta n d in g   g r i n n i n g   t h e ir   d is a p p o in tm e n t w i t h   g n a s h e d   te e th   a t  th e   g a rd e n   g a te ,  g a v e   a  c h u c k le o f   s u rp ris e ,  d e lig h t,  a n d   s a tis fa c tio n   a t  h is   a lte re d in t e n t io n . 
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T h e re ’s  n o th in g   lik e   l i g h t   f o r   d is p e llin g   s u p e r s titio u s te rro rs . 

P a llin g h u r s t   M a n o r-h o u s e  

w a s   fo r tu n a t e ly  

s u p p lie d   w i t h   e le c tric   l i g h t ;   fo r   M rs .  B o u v o r io - llu r t o n w as  n o t h in g   i f   n o t   in te n s e ly   m o d e rn . 

L o n g   b e fo re  

R u d o lp h   h a d   fin is h e d   d re s s in g   fo r   d in n e r ,   he  w a s   s m ilin g once  m o re   to   h im s e lf   a t  h is   fo o lis h   c o n d u c t. 

N e v e r 

in   h is   lif e   b e fo r e — a t  le a s t,  s in c e   h e   w a s   t w e n t y — h a d   h o done  s u ch   a  t h i n g ;   a n d   ho  k n e w   w h y   h e ’d  d o n e   i t   n o w . 

I t   w a s  a  n e rv o u s   b re a k d o w n , 

l i e   h a d   bee n   o v e r w o r k in g  

h is   b r a in   in   to w n   w i t h   th o s e   e la b o ra te   c a lc u la tio n s   f o r L is    F o rtn ig h tly   a r tic le   on   “   T h e   P re s e n t  S ta te   o f   C h in e s e F in a n c e s  ”   ;  a n d   S ir   A r t h u r   B o y d ,  th e   fa m o u s   s p e c ia lis t on  diseases  o f   th e   n e rv o u s   s y s te m ,  h a d   e a rn e d   th re e h o n e s t  g u in e a s   c h e a p   b y   re c o m m e n d in g   h im   “ a  w e e k   o r tw o ’s  re s t  a n d   c h a n g e   in   th e   c o u n t r y . ” 

T h a t   w a s   w h y  

lie   h a d   a cce p te d   S irs .  B o u v c r ie - B a r to n ’ s  i n v it a t io n   to fo rm   p a r t  o f   h e r  b r i l l i a n t   a u tu m n   p a r t y   a t  P a llin g h u r s t M a n o r ;  a n d   t h a t   w a s   a ls o   d o u b tle s s   w h y   he   h a d   been  so a b s u r d ly   f r ig h t e n e d   a t  n o t h in g   a t  a ll  j u s t   n o w   on  th o com m on . 

M e m o r a n d u m :  N e v e r  to   o v e r w o r k   h is   b ra in  

in   f u t u r e ;   i t   doesn’ t   p a y . 

A n d   y e t ,   in   th e s e   d a y s ,  h o w  

e a rn   b re a d   a n d   cheese  a t  lit e r a t u r e   w it h o u t   o v e r w o r k in g it ? 

l i e   w e n t  d o w n   to   d in n e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n   v e r y   g o o d s p ir its . 

H is   hostess  w a s   k i n d ;  she  p e r m itte d   h im   to  

ta k e   in   t h a t   p r e t t y   A m e ric a n . 

C o n v e rs a tio n   w i t h   th o  

soup  tu r n e d   a t   once  o n   th o   s u n s e t. 

C o n v e rs a tio n   w i t h  

th o   s o u p   is   a lw a y s   o n   th e   lo w e s t  a n d   m o s t  c a s u a l  p la n e   ; i t   im p ro v e s   w i t h   th e   fis h ,  a n d   re a c h e s   it s   c u lm in a tio n w i t h   th o   sw e e ts   a n d   th e   cheese  ;  a fte r  w h ic h   i t   d e c lin e s a g a in   to   th o   f r u i t y   le v e l. 

“ Y o u   w o re   o n   th e   b a r r o w  

a b o u t  s eve n,  M r .   R e e ve ,”   M rs .  B o u v e r ie - B a rto n   o b s e rve d s e v e re ly ,  w h e n   he   s p o k e   o f  th e   a fte r - g lo w . 

“  Y o u
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w a tc h e d   t h a t   s u n s e t  close. 

IT o w   fa s t  y o u   m u s t  h a v o  

w a lk e d   h o m e   ! 

I   w a s   a lm o s t  h a l f   a fr a id   y o u   w e re   g o in g  

to   he  la te   f o r   d in n e r . ” 

R u d o lp h   c o lo u re d   u p   s l i g h t l y ;   ’ tw a s   a  g ir lis h   t r i c k , u n w o r th y   o f   a  j o u r n a l i s t ;  b u t   s t i l l   h o   h a d   i t . 

“   O h  

d e a r,  n o ,  M rs .  B o u v o r ie - B a r to n ,”   ho   a n s w e re d   g r a v e ly . 

“   I   m a y   be   fo o lis h ,  b u t   n o t,  I   h op e,  c r im in a l. 

I   k n o w  

b e tto r   th a n   to   d o   a n y t h in g   so  w e a k   a n d   w ic k e d   as  t h a t a t  R a llin g h u r s t   M a n o r. 

I    do  w a lk   r a t h e r   fa s t,  a n d   th e  

s u n s e t— w e ll,   th e   s u n s e t  w a s  j u s t   too  lo v e ly . ” 

“  E le g a n t,”   th e   p r e t t y   A m e ric a n   in te rp o s e d ,  in   h e r la n g u a g e . 

“  I t   a lw a y s   is ,  t h is   n ig h t   e v e ry   y e a r ,”   l i t t l e   J o y c e   s a id q u ie tly ,   w i t h   th e   a ir   o f   one  w h o   r e t a ils   a  w e ll- k n o w n s c ie n tific   fa c t. 

“  I t ’s  th e   n ig h t ,   y o u   k n o w ,  w h e n   th e  

l i g h t   b u rn s   b r i g h t   o n   th e   O ld   L o n g   B a r r o w .” 

J o y c e   w a s   M rs .  B o u v e r ie - B a r to n ’s  o n ly   c h ild — a  f r a i l a n d   p r e t t y   l i t t l e   c re a tu re ,  ju s t   tw e lv e   y e a rs   o ld ,  v e r y l i g h t   a n d   f a ir y lik e ,   b u t   w i t h   a  s tra n g e   c o w e d   lo o k   w h ic h , n e v e rth e le s s ,  s o m e h o w   c u r io u s ly   becam e  h e r. 

“  W h a t   nonsense  y o u   t a lk ,   m y   c h i l d !  ”   h e r   m o th e r e x c la im e d ,  d a r t in g   a  lo o k   a t  J o y c o   w h ic h   m a de   h e r re la p s e   f o r t h w i t h   in t o   in s t a n t   s ile n ce . 

“  I ’m   a sh a m e d  

o f  h e r,  M r .  R e e v e ;  t h e y   p ic k   u p   s u c h   n on se nse   as  t h is fro m   t h e i r   n u rs e s .” 

F o r   M rs .  B o u v e r ic - B a r to n   w a s  

m o d e rn ,  a n d   d is b e lie v e d   in   e v e r y t h in g . 

’ T ie   a  s im p le  

c re e d  ;  one  clau se   c o n c lu d e s   it . 

B u t   th e   c h ild ’s  w o rd s ,  th o u g h   l i g h t l y   w h is p e re d ,  h a d c a u g h t th e  q u ic k  e a r o f A r c h ie  C a m e ro n , th e   d is tin g u is h e d e le c tric ia n . 

l i e   m a d e   a  s p r in g   u p o n   th e m   a t  o n c e ;  f o r  

th e   m e re s t  s u s p ic io n   o f  th e   s u p e r n a tu r a l  w a s   to   C a m e ro n ir r e s is tib le . 

“   W h a t’s  t h a t ,   J o y c o  ?  ”   h e   c rie d ,  lo a n in g  

fo r w a r d   a cross  th e   ta b le . 

“   N o ,  M rs .  B o u v o r ie - B a rto n ,  I  

r e a lly    must  h o a r  it . 

W h a t   d a y   is   t h is   to -d a y ,  a n d   w h a t’ s 

t h a t   y o u  j u s t   s a id   a b o u t  th e   s u n s e t  a nd  th e   l i g h t   on  t.ho O ld   L o n g   B a r r o w  ? ” 
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J o y c e   g la n c e d   p le a d in g ly   a t  h e r   m o th e r,  a n d   th e n a g a in   a t  C a m e ro n . 

A   v e r y   f a in t   n o d   g a v e   h e r  g r u d g in g  

le a v e   to   p ro ce e d   w i t h   h e r   ta le ,  u n d e r  m a te r n a l  d is a p p ro b a tio n  ;  fo r   M rs .  B o u v e r ie - B a rto n   d id n ’t   c a r r y   h e r  b e lie f in   W o m a n ’s  R ig h ts   q u it e   so  f a r   as  to   a p p ly   th e m   to   th e case  o f   h e r  o w n   d a u g h te r. 

W o    must  d r a w   a  lin e   som ew h e re .  J o y c e   h e s ita te d   a n d   b e g a n . 

“ W e ll,   t h is   is   th e  

n ig h t ,   y o u   k n o w ,”   she  s a id ,  “   w h e n   th e   s u n   t u r n s ,  o r s ta n d s   s t i l l ,   o r  crosses  th e   tr o p ic ,  o r  goes  b a c k   a g a in ,  o r s o m e th in g .” 

M rs .  B o u v e r ie - B a rto n   g a v e   a  d r y   l i t t l e   c o u g h . 

“   T h e  

a u tu m n a l  e q u in o x ,”   she  in te rp o s e d   s e v e re ly ,  “  a t  w h ic h , o f  course,  th e   s u n   does  n o t h in g   o f  th e   s o r t  y o u   suppose. 

W e   s h a ll h a v e  to  h a v e  y o u r  a s tro n o m y  lo o k e d  a fte r, J o y c e ; such   ig n o ra n c e   is   e x h a u s tiv e . 

B u t   g o   o n   w i t h   y o u r  

m y th ,  p le a se ,  a n d   g e t  i t   o v e r  q u ic k ly . ” 

“ T h e   a u tu m n a l  e q u in o x ;   t h a t ’s  j u s t   i t , ”   J o y c e   w e n t on,  u n a b a sh e d . 

“  I   ro m e m b e r  th a t's   th e   w o rd ,  f o r   o ld  

R a c h e l,  th e   g ip s y ,  t o ld   m o  so. 

W e ll,  o n   t h is   d a y   e v e ry  

y e a r,  a  s o r t  o f   g lo w   com es  u p   o n   th e   m o o r ;  o h !  I   k n o w i t   does,  m o th e r,  fo r  I ’ ve  seen  i t   m y s e lf ;   a n d   th e   rh y m e a b o u t  i t   goes—

‘ E v e r y   y ear  on  M ic h a e l’s  n ig h t 

P a llin g h u r s t  B arro w   burneth  b rig h t.’

O n ly   th e   g ip s y   t o ld   m e   i t   w as  B a a l’s  n ig h t   b e fo ro i t   w a s  S t.  M ic h a e l’s ;   a n d   i t   w a s   s o m e b o d y   else’s  n ig h t, w h o so   n a m e   I   fo r g e t,  b e fo ro   i t   w a s  B a a l’s. 

A n d   th e  

s o m e b o d y   w as  a   g o d   to   w h o m   y o u   m u s t  n e v e r  s a c rific e a n y t h in g   w i t h   ir o n ,  b u t   a lw a y s   w it h   H in t  o r  w i t h   a  sto n e h a tc h e t.” 

C a m e ro n   le a n e d   b a c k   in   h is   c h a ir   a n d   s u rv e y e d   th e c h ild   c r it ic a lly . 

“ N o w ,  t h is   is   in t e r e s t in g , ”   he  s a id ; 

“  p r o fo u n d ly   in te r e s tin g . 

F o r   h e ro   w o   g e t,  w h a t   is 

a lw a y s   so  m u c h   w a n te d ,  f ir s th a n d   e v id e n c e . 

A n d   y o u ’re  

q u ite   s u re ,  J o y c e ,  y o u ’ v e   r e a lly   seen  i t ?  ” 

“ O h !   M r .   C a m e ro n ,  h o w   can  y o u ? ”   M rs .  B o u v e rie -
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B a r to n   c rie d ,  q u ite   p e t t i s h l y ;  f o r   e ve n   a d v a n c e d   la d ie s a re   s t i l l   fe m in in e   e n o u g h   a t  tim e s   to   ho  d is t in c t ly p e ttis h . 

“  I   ta k e   th e   g re a te s t  tr o u b le   to   k e e p   a ll  s u c h r u b b is h   o u t  o f J o y c e ’s  w a y  ;  a n d   th e n   y o u   m e n   o f  scie n ce com e  d o w n   h e re   a n d   t a l k   lik e   t h is   to   h e r,  a n d   u n d o   a ll th e   g o o d   I ’ v e   ta k e n   m o n th s   in   d o in g .” 

“ W e ll,   w h e th e r   J o y c o   has  e v e r  seen  i t   n o t,”   R u d o lp h R e e ve   s a id   g r a v e ly ,  “ I   can  a n s w e r  lo r   i t   m y s e lf  t h a t   I s a w   a  v e r y   c u rio u s   l i g h t   on  th e   L o n g   B a r r o w   t o - n i g h t ; a n d ,  fu r th e r m o r e ,  I  f e lt   a  m o s t  p e c u lia r   s e n s a tio n .” 

“ W h a t   w a s   t h a t ? ”   C a m e ro n   a sk e d ,  b o n d in g   o v e r to w a rd s   h im   e a g e r ly . 

F o r   a ll   th e   w o r ld   k n o w s   t h a t  

C a m e ro n ,  th o u g h   a  d is b e lie v e r  in   m o s t  t h in g s   (e x c e p t  th e B r u s h   l i g h t ) ,   s t i l l   r e ta in s   a  q u a in t   t in g e   o f   H ig h la n d S c o tc h   b e lie f  in   a  g oo d   g h o s t  s to ry . 

“   W h y ,   as  I   w a s   s i t t i n g   o n   th e   b a r r o w ,”   R u d o lp h b e g a n ,  “  j u s t   a ft e r   s u n s e t,  I   w a s   d im ly   c o n s cio u s   o f s om e t h i n g   s t i r r i n g   in s id e ,  n o t  v is ib le   o r  a u d ib le ,  b u t ------- ” 

“  O h ,  I   k n o w ,  I   k n o w   !  ”   J o y c e   p u t  in ,  le a n in g  fo r w a r d , w i t h   h e r   eyes  s ta r in g   c u r io u s ly ;   “ a  s o rt  o f   a  fe e lin g t h a t   th e re   w as  s o m e b o d y   s o m e w h e re ,  v e r y   f a in t   a n d   d im , th o u g h   y o u   c o u ld n ’ t   see  o r  h e a r  th e m   ;  t h e y   t r ie d   to   p u ll y o u   d o w n ,  c lu t c h in g   a t  y o u   lik e   t h is   ;  a n d   w h e n   y o u   ra n a w a y ,  fr ig h te n e d ,  t h e y   seem ed  to   f o llo w   y o u   a n d   je e r  a t y o u . 

G r e a t  g ib b e r in g   c r e a tu r e s ! 

O h ,  I   k n o w   w h a t   a ll 


t h a t   is  ! 

I ’ vo   b ee n   th e re ,  a n d   f e l t   i t . ” 

“  J o y c e  1 ”   M rs . B o u v e r ie - B a r to n   p u t   in ,  w i t h   a w a r n in g f r o w n ,  “   w h a t   n on se nse   y o u   t a l k ! 

Y o u ’re   r e a lly   to o  

r id ic u lo u s . 

H o w   can  y o u   s u p p o se   M r .   R e e ve   r a n   a w a y  

— a  m a n   o f  scie nce   lik e  h im — fr o m   a n   im a g in a r y   t e r r o r ? ” 

“   W e ll,  I   w o n ’ t   q u ite   s a y   I   ra n   a w a y ,”   R u d o lp h a n s w e re d ,  s o m e w h a t  s h e e p is h ly . 

“   W e   n e v e r  do  a d m it 

th e s e   t h in g s ,   I   sup po se,  a fte r   t w e n t y . 

B u t   I   c e r ta in ly  

d id   h u r r y   h o m e   a t  th e   v e r y   to p   o f   m y   s p e e d — n o t  to   be la te   f o r   d in n e r ,  y o u   k n o w ,  M r s .  B o u v e r ie - B a r t o n ;  a n d   I w ill  a d m it ,   J o y c e ,  b e tw e e n   y o u   a n d   m o   o n l y ,   I   w a s

[image: Image 175]

[image: Image 176]

 I'M. LISl.  HURST  It A RRO It'. 

c o n s cio u s   b y   th e   w a y   o f   s o m e th in g   v e r y   m u c h   lik e   y o u r g r in n in g   fo llo w e rs  b e h in d   m e.” 

M rs .  B o u v e r ie - B a rto n   d a rte d   h im   a n o th e r  lo o k   o f in te n s e   d is p le a s u re . 

“   I   t h i n k , ”   she  s a id ,  in   th a t   c h i l l y  

v o ic e   t h a t   h a s   ic e d   w h o le   c o m m itte e s ,  “ a t  a  ta b le   lik e th is ,  a n d   w i t h   such  t h in k e r s   a ro u n d ,  w e   m ig h t   s u r e ly fin d   s o m e th in g   r a t h e r   b e tte r   to   d is c u s s   th a n   s u c h   w o r n - 

o u t  s u p e r s titio n s . 

P ro fe s s o r  S pence,  d id   y o u   lig h t,  u p o n  

a n y   fre s h   p a l .e o lith s   in   th e   g r a v e l- p it   t h is   m o r n in g ? ” 

I I I . 

I n   th e   d ra w in g -r o o m ,  a  l i t t l e   la te r ,  a  s m a ll  g ro u p c o lle c te d   b y  t l i o   c o rn e r  b a y , re m o te s t  fr o m   M rs .  B o u v e rie - 

B a r to n ’s  o w n   p r e s id e n tia l  c h a ir,  to   h e a r  R u d o lp h   a n d J o y c e   c o m p a re   e x p e rie n c e s   o n   th e   l i g h t   a b o ve   th e b a rro w . 

W h e n   th e   t w o   d re a m e rs   o f   d re a m s   a n d   seers  o f v is io n s   h a d   fin is h e d ,  M rs .  B ru c e ,  th e   e s o te ric   B u d d h is t a n d   hostess  o f  M a h a tm a s   ( t h e y   o fte n   d ro p p e d   in   on  h e r, i t   w a s  s a id ,  q u it e   in f o r m a lly ,   f o r   a fte rn o o n   te a ),  o pened th e   flo o d -g a te s   o f   h e r   t o r r e n t   speech  w i t h   triu m p h a n t, v e h e m e n c e .  “  T h is   is  j u s t   w h a t   I   s h o u ld   h a v e   e x p e c te d ,” 

she  s a id ,  lo o k in g   ro u n d   f o r   a  s c e p tic ,  t h a t   she  m ig h t   tu r n a n d   re n d   h im . 

“   N o v a lis   w a s   r ig h t . 

C h ild r e n   a re   e a rly  

m e n . 

T h e y   a re   fre s h e s t  fr o m   th e   t r u t h . 

T h e y   com e 

s t r a ig h t   to   u s   fro m   th e   I n f in it e . 

L i t t l e   s o u ls   j u s t   le t  

loose  fr o m   th e   fre e   e xp a n se   o f   G o d ’ s  s k y   see  m o re   th a n w e   a d u lts   do— a t  le a s t,  e x c e p t  a  fe w   o f  us.  W e   o u rs e lve s , w h a t  a re   w e   b u t   a c c u m u la te d   la y e rs   o f   p lia n ta s m a ta  ? 

S p i r i t - l i g h t   r a r e ly   b re a k s   in   u p o n   o u r   g r im e d   c h a rn e l  o f flesh . 

T h e   d u s t  o f   y e a rs   o v e rlie s   u s. 

B u t   th e   c h ild , 

b u r s t in g   n e w   u p o n   th e   d im   w o r ld   o f  K a r m a ,  t r a ils   c lo u d s o f  g lo r y   fro m   th e   b e a tific   v is io n .  So  W o r d s w o r th   h e ld  ; so  th e   M a s te rs   o f  T ib e t   t a u g h t   u s ,  lo n g   ages  b e fo re W o r d s w o r th .” 
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“ I t ’s  c u rio u s ,”   P ro fe s s o r  S pence  p u t  in ,  w i t h  a s c ie n tific s m ile ,  re s tra in e d   a t  th e   c o rn e rs ,  “  t h a t   a ll  t h is   s h o u ld h a v o   h a p p e n e d   t o   J o y c o   a n d   to   o u r  fr ie n d   R eeve  a t  a lo n g   b a rro w . 

F o r   y o u ’ ve  seen  M a c R itc h ie ’s  la s t  w o r k , 

I   suppose? 

N o ? 

W e ll,  lie ’s  s h o w n   c o n c lu s iv e ly   t h a t  

lo n g   b a rro w s ,  w h ic h   a re   th e   g ra v e s   o f  th e   s m a ll,  s q u a t p e o p le   w h o   p re ce d e d   th e   in ro a d   o f   A r y a n   in v a d e rs ,  a re th e   re a l  o r ig in a ls   o f  a ll   th e   f a i r y   h il l s   a n d   s u b te rra n e a n p a la ce s  o f   p o p u la r   le g e n d . 

Y o u   k n o w   th e   o ld   s to r y   o f 

h o w   O liild o   R o la n d   to   th e   d a r k   to w e r  cam e,  o f  course, C a m e ro n ? 

W e ll,  t h a t   d a r k   to w e r   w a s   n o t h in g   m o re   o r less  th a n   a  lo n g   b a rr o w   ;  p e rh a p s   F a llin g h u r s t   H a rro w it s e lf ,   p e rh a p s   som e  o t h e r ;   a n d   C liild o   R o la n d   w o n t  in t o i t   to   re scu e   h is   s is te r,  B u r d   E lle n ,   w h o   h a d   been  s to le n b y   th e   f a ir y   k in g ,   a fte r   th e   fa s h io n   o f  h is   k in d ,   f o r   a h u m a n   s a c rific e . 

T h e   P ie ts ,  y o u   re c o lle c t,  w e re   a  d e e p ly  

r e lig io u s   p e o p le ,  w h o   b e lie v e d   i n   h u m a n   s a c rific e . 

T h e y  

f e l t   th e y   d e riv e d   fro m   i t   h ig h   s p ir it u a l  b e n e fit. 

A n d  

th e   q u e e re s t  p a r t   o f  i t   a ll   is   t h a t   in   o rd e r  to   see  th e fa ir ie s   y o u   m u s t  g o   ro u n d   th e   b a r r o w    w idersM ns— t h a t   is to   sa y, M is s  Q u a ck c n b o s s ,  as C a m e ro n   w i l l   e x p la in   to   y o u , th e   o p p o s ite   w a y   fro m   th e   w a y   o f   th e   s u n — on  t h is v e r y   n ig h t   o f  a ll  th e   y e a r,  M ic h a e lm a s   E v e ,  w h ic h   w a s th e   a cc e p te d   o ld   d a te   o f   th e   a u tu m n a l  e q u in o x .” 

“ A l l   lo n g   b a rr o w s   h a v e   a  c h a m b e r  o f   g re a t  stones  in th e   c e n tre ,  I   b e lie v e ,”   C a m e ro n   s u g g e s te d   te n t a t iv e ly . 

“ Y e s ,  a ll  o r  n e a rly   a l l ;   m e g a lith ic ,  y o u   k n o w ;   n il-w r o u g h t ;   a n d   t h a t   c h a m b e r’s  th e   s u b te rra n e a n   p alace,  l i t u p   w i t h   th e   f a ir y   l i g h t   t h a t ’s  so  c o n s ta n tly   fo u n d   in   o ld s to rie s   o f   th e   dead,  a n d   w h ic h   J o y c o   a n d   y o u ,  a lo n e a m o n g   m o d e rn s ,  h a v o   bee n   p e r m itte d   to   see,  R e e v e .” 

“  I t ’s  a  v e r y   o d d   fa c t,”   D r .  P o r te r ,  th e   m a te ria lis t, in te rp o s e d   m u s in g ly ,   “  t h a t   th e   o n ly   g h o s ts   p e o p le   e v e r see  are  th e   g h o s ts   o f  a  g e n e ra tio n   v e r y ,  v e r y   close  to th e m . 

O n o   h e a rs   o f   lo ts   o f   g h o s ts   in   e ig h te e n th - c e n tu ry c o s tu m e s ,  because  e v e ry b o d y   has  a  c le a r  id e a   o f  w ig s   and
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s m a ll-c lo th e s   fro m   p ic tu r e s   a n d   fa n c y   dresses. 

O ne 

h oars  o f fa r   fe w e r  in   E liz a b e th a n   d ress,  because  th e   class m o st  g iv e n   to   b e h o ld in g   g h o s ts   a ro   s e ld o m   a c q u a in te d w it h   ru ffs   a n d   f a r th in g a le s ;   a n d   o ne  m e ets  w it h   n on e   a t a ll  in  A n g lo -S a x o n   o r  A n c ie n t  B r it is h   o r  H o m a n   costum e s, because  those  a re   o n ly   k n o w n   to   a  c o m p a r a tiv e ly   s m a ll class  o f   le a rn e d   p e o p le ;  a n d   g h o s ts ,  as  a  r u le ,  a v o id   th e le a rn e d  

e x c e p t  y o u ,  M rs .  B r u c e — as  th e y   w o u ld   a v o id  

p ru s s ic   a cid .  M illio n s   o f  g h o s ts   o f  re m o te   a n t iq u it y   m u s t s w a rm   a b o u t  th e   w o r ld ,  th o u g h ,  a ft e r   a  h u n d re d   y e a rs   or th e re a b o u ts ,  th e y   r e t ir e   in to   o b s c u rity   a n d   cease  to   a n n o y peo ple   w i t h   t h e ir   n a s ty   c o ld   s h iv e rs . 

B u t   th e   q u e e r 

t h in g   a b o u t  th e s e   lo n g -b a rr o w   g h o s ts   is   t h a t   th e y   m u s t be  th e   s p ir its   o f   m e n   a n d   w o m e n   w h o   d ie d   th o u s a n d s a n d   th o u s a n d s   o f  y e a rs   a g o ,  w h ic h   is   e x c e p tio n a l lo n g e v it y   fo r   a  s p ir it u a l  b e in g ;  d o n ’ t   y o u   t h i n k   so, C a m e ro n  ? ” 

“ E u ro p e   m u s t  be  c h o c k - fu ll  o f   t h e m ! ”   th e   p r e t t y A m e ric a n   assented,  s m ilin g ;   “ th o u g h   A m u r r ic a   h a s n ’ t h a d   tim e ,  so  fa r ,  to   c o lle c t  a n y   c o n s id e ra b le   p o p u la tio n   o f s p ir its . ” 

B u t   M rs .  B ru c e   w a s   u p   in   a rm s   a t  once  a g a in s t  such c o v e rt  le v it y ,   a n d   to o k   th e   fie ld   in   f u l l   fo rc e   f o r   h e r b e lo v e d   spectres. 

“ N o ,  n o ,”   she  s a id ,  “ D r .   P o rte r,  th e re  

y o u   m is ta k e   y o u r   s u b je c t.  Y o u   s h o u ld   re a d   w h a t   I   h a ve w r it t e n   in   ‘  T h o   M ir r o r   o f  T r is m e g is tu s .’ 

M a n   is   the  

focu s  o f   th e   g la s s   o f  h is   o w n   senses. 

T h e r e   are  o th e r 

la n d sc a p e s   in   th e   f i f t h   a n d   s ix t h   d im e n s io n s  o f  space  th a n th o   one  p re s e n te d   to   h im . 

A s   C a r ly le   s a id   t r u l y ,   each 

e ye  secs  in   a ll  t h in g s   ju s t   w h a t  each  e ye  b r in g s   w i t h   i t th e   p o w e r  o f  s e e in g . 

A n d   th is   is   tr u e   s p i r i t u a l l y   as  w e ll 

as  p h y s ic a lly . 

T o   N e w to n   a n d   N e w to n ’s  d o g   D ia m o n d  

w h a t  a  d iffe r e n t  u n iv e r s e ! 

O n e   s a w   th o   g re a t  v is io n   o f 

u n iv e r s a l  g r a v it a t io n ,  th e   o th e r sa w — a  l i t t l e   m ouse  u n d e i a  c h a ir,  as  th e   w is e   o ld   n u r s e r y   rh y m e   so  p h ilo s o p h ic a lly p u ts   i t . 

N u r s e r y   rh y m e s   s u m m a riz e   fo r   u s  th e   g a in   o f
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c e n tu rie s .  N o t h in g   w a s   o v e r  d e s tro y e d ,  n o t h in g   w a s   e v e r c h a n g e d , a n d   n o t h in g  n o w   is   e v e r o ro a to d .  A l l   th o   s p ir its o f   a ll   t h a t   is ,  o r  w as,  o r e v e r  w i l l   be,  p e o p le   th o   u n iv e rs e e v e ry w h e re ,  u nsoo n,  a ro u n d   u s ;  a n d   each  o f  u s  sees  o f th e m   th o se   o n ly   ho   h im s e lf  is   a d a p te d   to   s e e in g . 

T h o  

r u s tic   o r  th e   c lo w n   m e e ts   n o   g h o s ts   o f   a n y   s o rt  savo  th o g h o s ts   o f   th o   p e rso n s  ho   k n o w s   a b o u t  o t lie r w is o ;  i f   a m a n   lik e   y o u r s e lf   s a w   a  g h o s t  a t  a l l — w h ic h   is n ’ t   l i k e l y  

— f o r   y o u   s ta rv e   y o u r   s p ir it u a l  s id o   b y   b li n d ly   s h u t t in g y o u r   eyes  to   o ne  w h o le   a s p e c t  o f   n a t u r e — y o u ’d   bo  j u s t as  lik o ly   to   seo  th o   g h o s t  o f   a  S to n e   A g o   c h ie f  as  th o g h o s t  o f  a  G o o rg ia n   o r  E liz a b e th a n   e x q u is ite .” 

“ D id   I   c a tc h   th e  w o r d   ‘ g h o s t ’ ? ”   M rs .  B o u v c r ie - B a r to ii p u t  in ,   c o m in g   up   u n e x p e c te d ly   w i t h   h e r  a n g r y   g lo w e r. 

“ J o y c e ,  m y   c h ild ,  g o   to   b e d . 

T h is   is   n o   t a lk   f o r   y o u . 

A n d   d o n ’ t   g o  c h illin g   y o u r s e lf  b y  s ta n d in g   a t   th e  w in d o w in   y o u r   n ig h td re s s ,  lo o k in g   o u t  o n   th e   c o m m o n   to   s e a rc h f o r   th o   l i g h t   on   th o   O ld   L o n g   B a r ro w ,  w h ic h   is   a ll   p u re m o o n s h in e . 

Y o u   n e a r ly   c a u g h t  y o u r   d e a th   o f  c o ld   la s t y e a r  w i t h   t h a t   nonsense.  I t ’s  a lw a y s   so. 

T h o s e   s u p e rs tit io n s  n e v e r  d o   a n y   g o o d   to   a n y   o n e .” 

A n d ,  in d e e d ,  K u d o lp h  f e lt   a  f a in t   g lo w   o f sha m e   h im s e lf a t  h a v in g   d is c u s s e d   s u c h   th e m e s   in   th o   h e a r in g   o f   t h a t n e rv o u s   a n d   h ig h - s tr u n g   l i t t l e   c re a tu re . 

I V . 

I n   tlio   co u rse   o f   th o   e v e n in g ,  lt u d o lp h ’s  head  b egan  lo ache,  as,  to   s a y   th o   t r u t h ,   i t   o fte n   d i d ;  f o r   w as  he   n o t  an a u th o r  ?  a n d   s u fle ra n c o   is   th e   b a d g e   o f  a ll  o u r   t r ib e , l l i s  

h ea d   g e n e r a lly   a c h e d :  th e   in t e r v a ls   he  e m p lo y e d   u p o n m a g a zin e   a rtic le s . 

l i e   k n e w   t h a t   h ea da ch e   w e l l ;  i t   w as 

th o   w o r s t  n e u r a lg ic   k i n d — th e   w e t- to w e l  v a r ie t y — th e s o r t  t h a t   kee ps  y o u   to s s in g   th e   w h o le   n ig h t   lo n g   w it h o u t h o p e  o f  re s p ite .  A b o u t  e le v e n   o’ c lo c k ,  w h e n  th e  m e n  w e n t
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in t o   th e   s m o k in g -ro o m ,  th o   p a in   b ecam e   u n e iu lu ra b lo . 

ITo  c u lle il  D r . P o r te r   a sid e .  “ C a n ’ t  y o u   g iv e   me  a n y t h in g to   ro lie v o   i t ? ”   he   a sk e d   p ite o u s ly ,  a ft e r   d e s c rib in g   h is s y m p to m s . 

“  O h ,  c e r ta in ly , ”   th o   d o c to r  a n s w e re d ,  w it h   t h a t   b r is k m e d ic a l  c o n fid e n c e   w o   a ll  k n o w   so  w e ll. 

“ I ’ll  b r in g   y o u  

u p  a  d r a u g h t  t h a t   w i l l   p u t   t h a t   a ll   r i g h t   in   less  th a n   h a l f a n   h o u r. 

W h a t  M rs .  B ru c e   c a lls   S o m a — th o   fin o   o ld  

c ru s te d   re m e d y   o f   o u r  A r y a n   a n c e s to r;  th e re ’s  n o t h in g lik e   i t   f o r   cases  o f  n e rv o u s   in a n itio n . ” 

It u d o lp h   w o n t  u p   to   h is   ro o m ,  a n d   th e   d o c to r  fo llo w e d h im   a  fo w   m in u te s   la t e r   w i t h   a  v e r y  s m a ll  p h ia l  o f  a  v e r y t h ic k   g ree n   v is c id   liq u id . 

H o   p o u re d   te n   d ro p s   c a r e f u lly  

in t o   a  m e a s u ro d   m e d ic in e -g la s s ,  a n d   fille d   i t   u p   w i t h w a te r . 

I t   a m a lg a m a te d   b a d ly . 

“   D r i n k   t h a t   o il',”   h o  

s a id ,  w it h   th o   m a g is te r ia l  a ir   o f   th o   c u n n in g   lee ch. 

A n d  

Itu d o lp h   d r a n k   it . 

“ I ’ l l   le a v o   y o u   th e   b o ttle ,”   th o   d o c to r  w e n t  o n,  la y in g i t   d o w n   on   th e   d re s s in g -ta b le ,  “  o n ly   uso  i t   w it h   c a u tio n T e n   d ro p s   in   tw o   h o u rs   i f   th o   p a in   c o n tin u e s . 

N o t  m o re  

th a n   to n ,  re c o lle c t. 

I t ’s  a  p o w e r fu l  n a rc o tic — I   d a re   s a y  

y o u   k n o w   it s   n a m e :  i t ’s  C a n n a b is   In d ic a .” 

I t u d o lp h   th a n k e d   h im   in a r t ic u la t e ly ,   a n d   flu n g   h im s e lf on   th o   bed  w it h o u t   u n d re s s in g . 

H e   h a d   b r o u g h t   u p   a 

b o o k   w i t h   h im — t h a t   d e lic io u s   v o lu m e ,  J o s e p h   J a c o b s 's  

“   E n g lis h   F a ir y   T a le s ” — a n d   ho  t r ie d   in   som e  v a g u e   w a y to   re a d   th e   s to r y   o f   C h ild o   P o la n d ,  to   w h ic h   P ro fe s s o r S peuco  h a d   d ire c te d  h is   a tte n tio n . 

H u t  h is   hea d   a ch e d   so 

m u c h   ho  c o u ld   h a r d ly   ro a d   i t ;   lie   o n ly   g a th e re d   w it h d if f ic u lt y   t h a t   C h ild o   P o la n d   h a d   been  in s tr u c te d   b y w itc h   o r  w a r lo c k   to   com e  to   a  g re e n   h i l l   s u rro u n d e d   w it h te r r a c e - r in g s — lik e   P a llin g h u r s t   H a r r o w — to   w a lk   ro u n d i t   th r ic e ,  w id e rs h in s ,  s a y in g   each  t im e —- 

“  Open  door 1  open  door  ! 

A n d   le t  me  come  in,” 

.and  w h e n   th e   d o o r  o pe ne d   to   e n te r  u n a b a sh e d   th o   f a ir y
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k i n g ’s  palace. 

A m i  th o   t h i r d   tim o   th o   d o o r  d id   o p o n , 

a n d   C h ild e   R o la n d   o n te re d   a   c o u rt,  a ll  lig h t e d   w it h   a f a ir y   l i g h t   o r  g lo a m in g   ;  a n d   th e n   h o   w e n t  th r o u g h   a lo n g   passage,  t i l l   he   cam e  a t  la s t  to   t w o   w id e   s to n o d o o r s ;  a n d   b e y o n d   th e m   la y   a  h a ll— s ta te ly ,  g lo rio u s , m a g n ific e n t— w h o re   B u r d   E llo n   s a t  c o m b in g   h e r  g o ld e n h a ir   w i t h   a  c o m b   o f   a m b e r. 

A n d   th o   m o m e n t  she  sa w  

h e r  b ro th e r ,  u p   she  s to o d ,  a n d   she  s a id —

“  W oo  worth  th e  d a y ,  ye  lu ck le ss  fool, 

( )r  ever  th a t  y e   w ere  born  ; 

F o r   come  th e   K in g   o f  E llla n d  in 

Y o u r  fortuno  is  forlorn.” 

W h e n   R u d o lp h  h a d   re a d   so  fa r   h is   h ea d   ach ed   so  m u c h   ho c o u ld   re a d   n o   f u r t h e r ;   so  ho   la id   d o w n   th o   b o o k ,  a n d re fle c te d   once  m o re   in   som e  h a lf-c o n s c io u s   m o od   o n   M rs . 

B ru c e ’s  th e o r y   t h a t   e a ch   m a n   c o u ld   see  o n ly   th o   g h o s ts h o   e x p e c te d . 

T h a t   seem ed  re a s o n a b le   e n o u g h ,  fo r  a c c o rd in g   to   o u r   f a it h   is   i t   u n to   us  a lw a y s . 

I f   so,  th e n   these 

a n c ie n t a n d  sa va g e   g h o s ts  o f  th e  d im   o ld   S to n o   A g e , b e fo re b ru n z e   o r   ir o n ,  m u s t  s t i l l   h a u n t  th o   g ra s s y   b a rro w s u n d e r  th o   w a v in g   p in e s ,  w h e re   le g e n d   d e c la re d   th e y w e re   lo n g   s in c e   b u r i e d ;  a n d   th o   m y s tic   l i g h t   o v e r P a llin g h u r s t   m o o r  m u s t  bo  th e   lo c a l  e v id e n c e   a n d   s y m b o l o f  t h e ir   presence. 

f l o w   lo n g   h o   la y   th e re   lie   h a r d ly   q u ite   k n o w ;   b u t   th o c lo c k   s tr u c k   tw ic e ,  a n d   h is   h e a d   w a s   a c h in g   so  fie rc e ly n o w   t h a t   lie   h e lp e d   h im s e lf p le n t i f u l ly  to   a second  dose  o f th e   t h i c k   g re e n   m ix tu r e .  I l i s   h a n d   sho ok  to o   m u c h   to be   P u r it a n ic a l  to   a  d ro p   o r  tw o . 

F o r   a  w h ile   i t   re lie v e d  

h im  ;  th e n  th o  p a in  g r e w   w o rs e  a g a in .  1 h 'e a m ily   ho  m o v e d o v e r  to   th e   b ig   n o r th  o r ie l  to   co o l  h is   b ro w   w i t h   th e  fre s h n ig h t   a ir . 

T h e   w in d o w   s to o d   o pen. 

A s   he  gazed  o u t  a 

c u rio u s   s ig h t  m e t  h is   e ye . 

A t   a n o th e r  o r ie l  in   th o   w in g , 

w h ic h   r a n  i n   a n   L -s lia p e d   b e n d   fro m   th o  p a r t  o f  th e   house w h e ro   ho  h a d   been  p u t,  he   s a w   a  c h ild 's   w h it e   fa ce   gaze a p p e a lin g ly   across  to   h im . 

I t   w a s   J o y c e ,  in   h e r  w h ite
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n ig h td re s s ,  p e e rin g   w i t h   a ll  h e r  m ig h t ,   in   s p ite   o f  h e r m o th e r’s  p r o h ib it io n ,  o n  th e  m y s tic  c o m m o n .  F o r  a second sho  s ta rte d . 

H e r   e ye s  m e t  h is . 

S lo w ly   she  ra is e d   one 

p a le   fo r e fin g e r a n d  p o in te d . 

H e r   lip s   o p e n e d   to   fra m e   an 

in a u d ib le   w o r d   ;  b u t   h e   re a d   i t   b y   s ig h t.  “   L o o k  ! ”   sho s a id   s im p ly . 

R u d o lp h   lo o k e d   w h e re   she  p o in te d . 

A   f a in t   b lu e   l i g h t   h u n g   la m b e n t  o v e r  th e   O ld   L o n g B a r r o w . 

I t   w a s   g h o s tly   a n d   v a g u e ,  lik e   m a tc h e s   ru b b e d o n   th e   p a lm . 

I t   seem ed  to   ro u s e   a n d   c a ll  h im . 

H e   g la n c e d   to w a rd s   J o y c e .  S he  w a v e d   h e r  h a n d   to th e   b a rr o w . 

H e r   lip s   sa id   “   G o .” 

R u d o lp h   w a s  n o w   in  

t h a t  s tra n g e  s e m i-m e s m e ric  s ta te  o f  s e lf  in d u c e d   h y p n o tis m w h e n   a  c o m m a n d ,  o f   w h a te v e r  s o r t  o r  b y   w h o m s o e v e r g iv e n ,  seems  to   c o m p e l  o b e d ie n ce . 

T r e m b lin g   h e   rose, 

a n d   t a k in g   h is   b e d ro o m   c a n d le   in   h is   h a n d ,  descended th e   s ta ir   n o is e le s s ly . 

T h e n ,  w a lk in g   on   t ip to e   across  th o  

tile - p a v e d   h a ll,   he   re a c h e d   h is   h a t  fro m   th e   ra c k ,  a n d o p e n in g   th e   f r o n t   d o o r  s to lo   o u t   in t o   th o   g a rd e n . 

T h e   Som a  h a d   s te a d ie d   h is   n e rv e s   a n d   s u p p lie d   h im w i t h   false   c o u ra g e ;  b u t   o v e n   in   s p ite   o f  i t   h o   f e lt   a w e ir d   a n d   c re e p y   sense  o f  m y s te r y   a n d   th o   s u p e r n a tu ra l. 

In d e e d ,  ho  w o u ld   h a v e   tu r n e d   b a c k   e ve n   n o w ,  h a d   ho n o t  c h a n c e d   to   lo o k   u p   a n d   see  J o y c e ’s  p a le   fa ce   s t i l l pressed   close  a g a in s t  th e   w in d o w   a n d   J o y c e ’s  w h it e   h a n d s t i l l   m o tio n in g   h im   m u te ly   o n w a rd . 

H e   lo o k e d   once 

m o re   i n   th o   d ir e c tio n   w h e re   sho  p o in te d . 

T h o   s p e c tra l 

l i g h t   n o w   b u r n t   c le a re r  a n d   b lu e r,  a n d   m o re   u n e a r th ly th a n   e v e r,  a n d   th e   i l lim it a b le   m o o r  seem ed  h a u n te d   fro m e n d   to   e nd  b y   in n u m e r a b le   in v is ib le   a n d   u n c a n n y c re a tu re s . 

R u d o lp h   g ro p e d   h is   w a y   o n. 

I l i s   g o a l  w as  th e   b a rr o w . 

A s   h e   w e n t, speechless vo ic e s   seem ed  to   w h is p e r  u n k n o w n to n g u e s   e n c o u r a g in g ly   in   h is   e a r ;  h o r r ib le   shapes  o f e ld e r  creeds  a p p e a re d   to   c ro w d   ro u n d   h im   a n d   te m p t  h im w i t h   b e c k o n in g   fin g e rs   to   fo llo w   th e m . 

A lo n e ,  e re c t, 

across  th e   d a r k lin g   w a s te ,  s t u m b lin g   n o w   a n d   a g a in   o v e r
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ro o ts   o f   g o rs e   a n d   h e a th e r,  b u t  s te a d ie d ,  as  i t   seem ed,  b y in v is ib le   b a n d s ,  b o   s ta g g e re d   s lo w ly   fo r w a rd ,  t i l l   a t  la s t, w it h   a c h in g   b e a d   a n d   t r e m b lin g   fe e t,  h e   sto o d   b e sid e   th e im m e m o r ia l  g ra v e   o f  th o   savago  c h ie fta in . 

A w a y   o v e r  i n  

th e   e ast  th e   w h it e   m o on   w a s  j u s t   r is in g . 

A f t e r   a  m o m e n t’s  pause,  bo   b e g a n   to   w a lk   ro u n d   th o tu m u lu s . 

B u t   s o m e th in g   c lo g g e d   a n d   im p e d e d   h im . 

H is   fe e t  w o u ld n ’ t  o b e y   h is   w i l l ;  th e y   seem ed  to   m o v e   o f th e m s e lv e s   in   th o   o p p o s ite   d ir e c tio n . 

T h e n   a ll  a t  once 

b e   re m e m b e re d   b o   b a d   been  t r y i n g   to   go   tiro   w a y   o f   th e s u n ,  in s te a d   o f w id e rs h in s . 

S te a d y in g   h im s e lf,  a n d   o p e n in g   b is   eyes,  be   w a lk e d   in   th e   c o n v e rs e   sense. 

A l l   a t 

o nce   b is   fe e t  m o v e d   e a s ily ,  a n d   th e   in v is ib le   a tte n d a n ts c h u c k le d   to   th e m s e lv e s   so  lo u d   t h a t   bo   c o u ld   a lm o s t b e a r  th e m . 

A f t e r   th e   t h i r d   ro u n d   b is   lip s   p a rte d ,  a n d   ho m u rm u re d   th e   m y s tic   w o rd s  :  “   O p e n   d o o r  ! 

O p e n   d o o r  ! 

L o t   m e  com e  in . ” 

T h e n   b is   b e a d   th r o b b e d   w o rs e   th a n  

e v e r  w i t h   e x e rtio n   a n d   g id d in e s s ,  a n d   f o r   tw o   o r  th re e m in u te s   m o re   ho  w as  u n c o n s c io u s   o f  a n y t h in g . 

W h e n   b e   o pened  b is   eyes  a g a in   a  v e r y   d iffe r e n t  s ig h t d is p la y e d   it s e lf   b e fo re   h im . 

I n s t a n t ly   be  w a s   a w a re  

t h a t   th e   age  b a d   g on e   b a c k   u p o n   it s   s to p s   te n   th o u s a n d y e a rs ,  as  th e   s u n   w e n t  b a c k   u p o n   th e   d ia l  o f  A h a z ;  be s to o d   face  to   face  w i t h   a  re m o te   a n t iq u it y . 

P la n e s   o f  

e x is te n c e   fa d e d ;  n e w   s ig h ts   flo a te d   o v e r  h im   ;  n e w  w o r ld s w e re   p e n e tr a te d ;  n e w   ide a s,  y e t   v e r y   o ld ,  u n d u la te d c e n t r ic a lly   to w a rd s   h im   fro m   th o   u n iv e r s a l  f la t   o f  t im e a n d   spaco  a n d   m a tte r   a n d   m o tio n . 

I I o   w a s   p ro je c te d  

in t o   a n o th e r s p h e re   a n d   s a w   b y  fre s h   senses. 

E v e r y t h in g  

w a s   c h a n g e d ,  a n d   be  h im s e lf  c h a n g e d   w i t h   i t . 

T h o   b lu e   l i g h t   o v e r  th o   b a rr o w   n o w   sho ne   c le a r  as d a y ,  th o u g h   i n f i n i t e l y   m o re   m y s te rio u s . 

A   passage  lay- 

o p e n   t h r o u g h   th e   g ra s s y   slop e   in t o   a  ru d e   sto n o   c o r r id o r . 

T h o u g h   h is   c u r io s it y   b y   th is   tim e   w as  th o ro u g h ly - 

a ro u se d ,  K u d o lp h   s h ra n k   w i t h   a  t e n ib lo   s h r in k in g   fro m h is   o w n   im p u ls e   to   e n te r   th is   g r im   b la c k   h o le ,  w h ic h   le d
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a t  once,  b y   a n   o b liq u e   d e s c e n t,  in t o   th e   b o w e ls   o f  th e e a rth . 

H u t  he   c o u ld n ’ t   h e lp   h im s e lf. 

F o r,  0   G o d ! 

lo o k in g   ro u n d   h im ,  h o   sa w ,  to   h is   in f in it e   t o r r o r ,  a la rm , a n d   a w e ,  a  g h o s tly   th r o n g   o f   n a k e d   a n d   h id e o u s   savages. 

T h e y   w e re   s p ir its ,   y e t   savages. 

E a g e r ly   th e y   jo s tle d  

a n d   h u s tle d   h im ,  a n d   c ro w d e d   ro u n d   h im   in   w ild   g ro u p s , e x a c tly   as  th e y   h a d   d o n o   to   th e   s p ir it u a l  sonso  a  l i t t l e e a r lie r   in   th o   e v e n in g ,  w h e n   he  c o u ld n ’t   see  th e m . 

B u t  

n o w   lie   s a w   th o rn   c le a r ly   w i t h   th o   o u te r  e y e ;  s a w   th e m as  g r in n in g   a n d   h a te fu l  b a rb a ria n   s h a d o w s ,  n e ith e r   b la c k n o r   w h ite ,  b u t   t a w n y - s k in n e d   a n d   lo w - b r o w e d ;  t h e ir ta n g le d   h a ir   f a llin g   u n k e m p t  in   m a tte d   lu c k s   a b o u t  t h e ir re c e d in g   fo re h e a d s  ;  t h e ir  ja w s   la r g e  a n d   fie rc e   ;  t h e ir   e y e b ro w s   s h a g g y   a n d   p r o t r u d in g   lik e   a  g o r illa ’s ;  t h e i r   lo in s j u s t   g i r t   w i t h   a  fe w   scrap s  o f   to r n   s k in   ;  t h e ir   w h o le m ie n   in e x p r e s s ib ly   r e p u ls iv e   a n d   b lo o d t h ir s t y . 

T h e y   w e re   savages,  y e t  th e y   w e re   g h o s ts . 

T h e   tw o  

m o s t  t e r r ib le   a n d   d re a d e d   foes  o f   c iv iliz e d   e x p e rie n c e seem ed  c o m b in e d   a t   once  in   th e m . 

R u d o lp h   lle o v o  

c ro u c h e d   p o w e rle s s   d n   t h e ir   in t a n g ib lo   h a n d s ;  f o r   th e y seized  h im   r o u g h ly   w i t h   in c o rp o re a l  fin g e r s ,  a n d   p u s h e d h im   b o d ily   in t o   th o   p rese nce   o f   t h e ir   s le e p in g   c h ie fta in . 

A s   t h e y   d id   so  th e y   ra is e d   lo u d   p e a ls   o f   d is c o rd a n t la u g h te r . 

I t   w a s   h o llo w ,  b u t   i t   w a s   p ie r c in g . 

I n   th a t  

h a te fu l  s o u n d   th e   t r iu m p h a n t   w h o o p   o f   th o   R e d   I n d ia n a n d   th e   w e ir d   m o c k e ry   o f   th e   g h o s t  w e re   s tr a n g e ly m in g le d   in t o   som e  a p p a llin g   h a rm o n y . 

R u d o lp h   a llo w e d   th e m   to   p u s h   h im   i n ;  th e y   w e re   to o m a n y   to   r e s is t ;   a n d   th e   S om a  h a d   s u c k e d   a ll  s tr e n g th   o u t o f   h is   m u sc le s. 

T h e   w o m e n   w e ro   th e   w o r s t :  g h a s tly  

h ag s  o f   e ld ,  w itc h e s   w i t h   p e n d e n t  b re a s ts   a n d   b lo o d s h o t eyes,  th e y   w h ir le d   ro u n d   h im   in   t r iu m p h ,   a n d   s h o u te d a lo u d   in   a  to n g u e   h e   h a d   n e v e r  b e fo re   h e a rd ,  th o u g h   ho u n d e rs to o d   i t   in s t in c t iv e ly ,   “   A   v ic t im   1  A   v ic t im   1 

\Yro 

h o ld   h im   1 

W e   h a v e   h im   1 ” 

E v e n   in   th e   a g o n iz e d   h o r r o r   o f  t h a t   a w f u l  m o m e n t
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R u d o lp h   k n o w   w h y   h o   u n d e rs to o d   th o s e   w o rd s ,  u n h e a rd t i l l   th e n . 

T h e y   w o re   th o   f ir s t   la n g u a g e   o f  o u r   ra c e — th e n a t u r a l  a n d   in s t in c t iv o   m o th e r -to n g u e   o f  h u m a n ity . 

T h e y   h a le d   h im   f o r w a r d   b y   m a in   fovco   to   th o   c e n tra l c h a m b e r,  w i t h   h a n d s   a n d   a rm s   a n d   g h o s t ly   s h re d s   o f b u ffa lo -h id e .  T h e ir   w r is ts   c o m p e lle d   h im   as  th e   m a g n e t c o m p e ls   th e   ir o n   b a r. 

T ie   e n te re d   th o   p a la ce . 

A   d im  

p h o s p h o re s c e n t  l i g h t ,   lik e   th o   l i g h t   o f   a  c h u r c h y a r d   o r o f   d e c a y in g   p a g a n is m ,  seem ed  to   illu m in e   i t   f a in t ly . 

T h in g s   lo o m e d   d a rk   b e fo re   h i m ;  b u t   h is   eyes  a lm o s t in s t a n t ly   a d a p te d   th e m s e lv e s   to   th o   g lo o m ,  as  th e   eyes o f  th e   dea d   on   th e   f ir s t   n ig h t   in   th o   g ra v e   a d a p t  th e m se lve s  b y  in n e r   fo rc e   to   th o   s tra n g e n e s s   o f  t h e ir   s u r ro u n d in g s . 

T h e   r o y a l  h a ll  w a s   b u i l t   u p   o f   c y c lo p e a n   stones, e a ch   as  b ig   as  th e   h e a d   o f  som e  c o lo s s a l  S e so stris. 

T h e y  

w e re   o f   ic e - w o rn   g r a n it e   a n d   a  d u s k y - g r e y   s a n d s to n e , r u d e ly   p ile d   on   one  a n o th e r,  a n d   c a rv e d   in   r e l i e f   w i t h re p re s e n ta tio n s   o f   s e rp e n ts ,  c o n c e n tric   lin e s ,  in t e r la c in g z ig z a g s ,  a n d   th o   m y s tic   s w a s tik a .  B u t   a ll   th e s e   t h in g s R u d o lp h   o n ly   s a w   v a g u e ly ,  i f   ho   s a w   th e m   a t  a l l ;   h is a tte n tio n   w a s   to o   m u c h   c o n c e n tra te d   o n   d e v o u rin g   fe a r a n d   th o   h o r r o r   o f  h is   s itu a tio n . 

I n   th e   v e r y   c e n tre   a  s k e le to n   s a t  c ro u c h in g   on   th o flo o r  in   som e  loose,  h u d d le d   fa s h io n . 

I t s   le g s   w e re  

d o u b le d   u p ,  it s   h a n d s   clasped  r o u n d   it s   kne es,  it s g r in n in g   te o th   h a d   lo n g   been  b la c k e n e d   b y   tim o   o r  b y th o   in d u r a te d   b lo o d   o f   h u m a n   v ic tim s . 

T h e   g h o s ts  

a p p ro a c h e d   i t   w i t h   s tra n g e   re v e re n c e ,  in   im p is h   p o s tu re s . 

“  See 1 

W o   b r in g   y o u   a  s la v e ,  g re a t  k i n g ! ”   th e y  

c r ie d   in   th e   sam e  b a rb a ric   to n g u e  —  a ll  c lic k s   a n d g u t t u r a ls . 

“   F o r   t h is   is   th o   h o ly   n ig h t   o f  y o u r   fa th e r , th e   S u n ,  w h e n   h e   tu r n s   h im   a b o u t  o n   h is   y e a r ly   co u rso th r o u g h   th e   s ta rs   a n d   goes  s o u th   to   le a v o   us. 

W e   b r in g  

y o u   a  s la v e   to   re n e w   y o u r   y o u th . 

R is e   !  D r i n k   h is   lm t 

b lo o d   ! 

R ise  ! 

K i l l   a n d   e a t  h im   !  ” 

T h e   g r in n in g   s k e le to n   tu r n e d   i t s   h e a d   a n d   re g a rd e d
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R u d o lp h   fro m   its   oyo less  o rb s   w i t h   a  v a c a n t  g la u o o   o f h u n g r y   s a tis fa c tio n . 

T h e   s ig h t   o f   h u m a n   m o a t  scorned 

to   c re a to   a  s o u l  b e n e a th   th e   r ib s   o f   d e a th   in   som e in c r e d ib lo   fa s h io n . 

E v o n   as  R u d o lp h ,  h o ld   fa s t  b y   th e  

im m a te r ia l  h a n d s   o f   h is   g h a s tly   c a p to rs ,  lo o k e d   a n d tre m b le d   fo r   h is   fa te ,  to o   t e r r if ie d   to   c r y   o u t  o r  e ve n   to m o v o   a n d   s tr u g g le ,  h o   b e h e ld   th e   h id e o u s   t h i n g   ris e   a n d assum e  a  s h a d o w y   sha pe ,  a ll   p a llid   b lu e   l i g h t ,   lik e   th e shapes  o f   h is   ja ile r s . 

H i t   b y   b it ,   as  lie   g azed ,  th e  

s k e le to n   seem ed  to   d is a p p e a r,  o r  ra th e r   to   fa d e   in t o   som e u n s u b s ta n tia l  fo r m ,  w h ic h   w as  n e v e rth e le s s   m o re   h u m a n , m o re   c o rp o re a l,  m o re   h o r r ib le   th a n   th e   d r y   b o n e s   i t   h a d com e  fro m . 

N a k e d   a n d   y e llo w   lik e   th e   re s t,  i t   w o re  

ro u n d   it s   d im   w a is t  j u s t   a n   a p ro n   o f   d r y   g rass,  o r,  w h a t seem ed  to   bo  s u c h ,  w h ile   o v e r  it s   s h o u ld e rs   h u n g   th e g h o s t  o f   a  b e a rs k in   m a n tle . 

A s   i t   roso,  th e   o th e r   spectre s   k n o c k e d   t h e ir   fo re h e a d s   lo w   on   th e   g r o u n d   b e fo re i t ,   a n d   g ro v e lle d   w i t h   t h e ir   lo n g   lo c k s   in   th e   ageless d u s t,  a n d   u tte re d   e lfin   c rie s   o f  in a r t ic u la t e   h o m a g e . 

T h e   g ro a t  c h ie f tu r n e d ,  g r in n in g ,   to   o ne  o f   h is   s p e c tr a l h e n c h m e n . 

“ G iv e   a  k n if e   ! ”   he   s a id   c u r t ly ,   fo r  a l l   th a t the se   s tra n g e   shades  u tte r e d   w a s  s n a p p e d   o u t  in   s h o rt, s h a rp   sen ten ce s,  a n d   in   a  m o n o s y lla b ic   to n g u e ,  lik e   th e b a r k   o f   ja c k a ls   o r  th e   la u g h   o f  th e   s tr ip e d   h y e n a   a m o n g th o   g ra v e s   a t  m id n ig h t . 

T h e   a tte n d a n t,  b o w in g   lo w   once  m o re ,  h a n d e d   h is lie g e   a  f l i n t   fla k e ,  v e r y   k e e n -e d g e d ,  b u t   ja g g e d ,  a   ru d e a n d   h o r r ib le   in s t r u m e n t   o f   b a rb a ric   m a n u fa c tu re . 

B u t  

w h a t  t e r r if ie d   R u d o lp h   m o s t  w as  th e   fa c t  th a t  t h is   fla k e w a s  n o   g h o s tly   w e a p o n ,  n o   im m a te r ia l  s h re d ,  b u t   a  f r a g m e n t  o f  re a l  sto n e,  c a p a b le   o f  in f l i c t i n g   a  d e a d ly   g a s h   o r lo n g   t o r n   w o u n d . 

H u n d r e d s   o f  s u c h   fra g m e n ts ,  in d e e d , 

la y   loose  on   th o   c o n c re te d   flo o r  o f   th o   c h a m b e r,  som e  o f th e m   r o u g h ly   c h ip p e d ,  o th e rs   g ro u n d   a n d   p o lis h e d . 

R u d o lp h   h a d   seen  s u ch   th in g s   in   m u se u m s   m a n y   tim e s b e fo r e ;  w i t h   a  su d d e n   ru s h   o f   h o rr o r ,  lie   re c o g n iz e d   n o w
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f o r   th e   fir s t   tim o   in   h is   li f e   w i t h   w h a t   o l)je c t  th o   savages o f   t h a t   fa r - o ff  d a y  h a d   b u r ie d   th e m   w i t h   t h e ir   dead  in   th o c h a m b e re d   b a rro w s . 

W i t h   a  v io le n t   e ffo rt  ho  w e tte d   h is   p a rc h e d   lip s   w i t h h is   to n g u e , a n d   c rie d   o u t  t h r ic e   in   h is   a g o n y  th e   ono  w o r d  

“  M e r c y ! ” 

A t   t h a t   s o u n d   th o   sava ge   k i n g   b u r s t  in t o   a  lo u d   a n d fie n d is h   la u g h .  I t   w a s   a  h id e o u s   la u g h ,  h a lfw a y   b e tw e e n a  w ild   b e a st’s  a n d   a   m u rd e ro u s   m a n ia c ’s :  i t   echoed th r o u g h   th o   lo n g   h a ll  lik o   th o   la u g h t e r   o f   d e v ils   w h e n t h e y   succeed  in   le a d in g   a  f a i r   w o m a n ’ s  s o u l  to   e te rn a l p e r d itio n . 

“ W h a t  docs  ho  s a y  ? ”   th e   k i n g   c rie d ,  in   th o  

sam e  tr a n s p a r e n tly   n a tu r a l  w o r d s ,  w h o s o   im p o r t   R u d o lp h c o u ld   u n d e rs ta n d   a t   once. 

“  IT o w   lik e   b ir d s   th e y   t a lk , 

th e se   w h ite -fa c e d   m e n ,  w h o m   w o   g e t  f o r   o u r  o n ly   v ic t im s s in c o   th o  y e a rs   g ro w  fo o lis h !  ‘ M u -m u -m u -m o o !’  th e y   s a y ; 

‘ M u -m u -m u -m o o !’  m o re   lik o   fro g s   th a n  m e n  a n d   w o m e n !” 

T h e n   i t   cam e  o v e r  R u d o lp h   in s t in c t iv e ly ,   th r o u g h   th o m aze  o f   h is   t e r r o r ,  t h a t   he   c o u ld   u n d e rs ta n d   th o   lo w e r to n g u e   o f  th c s o   e lfis h   v is io n s   because  he   a n d   h is   a n c e s to rs h a d   once  passed  th r o u g h   i t ;  b u t   th e y   c o u ld   n o t   u n d e rs ta n d   h is ,  because  i t   w as  to o   h ig h   a n d   to o   deep  f o r   th e m . 

l i e   h a d   l i t t l e   tim e  f o r   t h o u g h t, h o w e v e r.  F e a r  b o u n d e d h is   h o riz o n . 

T h o   g h o s ts   c ro w d e d   ro u n d   h im ,  g ib b e r in g  

lo u d e r  th a n   b e fo re .  W i t h   w i l d   c rie s   a n d   h e a th e n  screa m s th e y   b e g a n   to   dan ce   a b o u t  t h e i r   v ic t im . 

T w o   a d v a n c e d  

w i t h   m e a s u re d   s te p s   a n d   tie d   h is   h a n d s   a n d   fe e t  w i t h   a g h o s t ly   c o rd . 

I t   c u t  in t o   th e   fle s h   lik e   th o   s ta b   o f   a 

g re a t  s o rro w .  T h e y  b o u n d   h im   to   a  s ta k e   w h ic h   R u d o lp h f o l t   c o n s cio u s   w a s  n o   e a r t h ly   a n d   m a te r ia l  w o o d ,  b u t   a p ie c e   o f   in t a n g ib le   s h a d o w  ;  y e t   h o   c o u ld   n o   m o re   escapo fr o m   i t   th a n   fro m   th o   ir o n   c h a in   o f   a n   e a r t h ly   p ris o n . 

O n   each  s id e   th o   s ta k e   t w o   s a v a g e   h a g s ,  lo n g -h a ire d ,  i l l -  

fa v o u re d ,  in e x p r e s s ib ly  c ru e l- lo o k in g ,  set  tw o   s m a ll  p la n ts o f  E n c h a n te r ’s  N ig h ts h a d e . 

T h e n   a  fie rc e   o rg ia s tic  

s h o u t  w e n t  u p   to   th e   lo w   r o o f   fro m   a ll   th e   a sse m ble d
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p eo ple . 

H u s h in g   fo r w a r d   to g e th e r ,  th e y   c o v e re d   h is b o d y   w it h   w h a t   seem ed  to   bo  o il  a n d   b u t t e r ;   t h e y   h u n g g ra v o -flo w o rs   ro u n d   h is   n e c k   ;  t h e y   q u a r r e lle d   a m o n g th o m s o lv o s   w it h   c la m o ro u s   c rie s   f o r   h a irs   a n d   ra g s   t o r n fro m   h is   h e a d   a n d   c lo th in g . 

T h o   w o m e n ,  in   p a r t ic u la r , 

w h ir le d   ro u n d   h im   w i t h   f r a n t ic   B a c c h a n a lia n   g e s tu re s , c r y in g   a lo u d   as  th e y   c irc le d ,  “ 0   g re a t  c h ie f ! 

0   m y  

k in g   !  w e   ott'or  y o u   t h is   v ic t im   ;  w o   o ffe r y o u   n e w   b lo o d   to p ro lo n g   y o u r   lif e . 

G iv e   us  in   r e t u r n   s o u n d   slee p,  d r y  

g ra v e s ,  s w e e t  d re a m s ,  f a i r   seasons  !  ” 

T h e y   c u t   th e m s e lv e s   w i t h   f l i n t   k n iv e s . 

G h o s tly   ic h o r  

s tre a m e d   co p io u s. 

T h o   k in g   m e a n w h ile   k o p t   closo  g u a rd   o v e r  h is   v ic t im , w h o m   h o   w a tc h e d   w i t h   h u n g r y   e ye s  o f   h id e o u s   c a n n ib a l lo n g in g . 

T h e n ,  a t  a  g iv e n   s ig n a l,  th o   c ro w d   o f   g h o s ts stood  s u d d e n ly   s t i l l . 

T h e r e   w a s   a n   a w e so m e  pause. 

T h o  

m e n   g a th e re d   o u ts id e ,  th o   w o m e n   c ro u c h e d   lo w   in   a  r in g closo  u p   to   h im . 

D im ly  a t  t h a t   m o m e n t  R u d o lp h   n o tic e d  

a lm o s t  w it h o u t   n o t ic in g   i t   t h a t   e a ch  o f  th e m   had  a  w o u n d on   th o   sid e   o f   h is   o w n   s k u l l ;  a n d   ho  u n d e rs to o d   w h y   : th e y   h a d   th e m s e lv e s   b e e n   s a c rific e d   in   th e   d im   lo n g   a g o to   b e a r  t h e ir   k in g   c o m p a n y   to   th e   w o r ld   o f  s p ir its . 

E v e n  

as  h o   t h o u g h t   t h a t   th o u g h t,  th o   m e n   a n d   w o m e n   w it h   a lo u d   w h o o p   ra is e d   h a n d s   a lo f t   in   u n is o n . 

E a c h   g ra s p e d  

a  s h a rp   fla k e ,  w h ic h   h o   b ra n d is h e d   s a v a g e ly . 

T h e   k in g  

g a v e   th o   s ig n a l  b y  r u s h in g   a t  h im  w i t h   a ja g g e d   a n d   s a w - 

lik e   k n ife . 

I t   descended  o n   R u d o lp h ’s  h ea d. 

A t   th o  

sam e  m o m e n t,  th o   o th e rs   ru s h e d   fo r w a rd ,  c r y in g   a lo u d   in t h e ir   o w n   to n g u e ,  “ C a rv e   th e   fle s h   fr o m   h is   b o n e s ! 

S la y   h im   !  h a c k   h im   to   p ie ces !  ” 

R u d o lp h   b e n t  h is   hea d   to  a v o id   th e   b lo w s . 

H e  c o w e re d  

in   a b je c t  te r r o r . 

O h !  w h a t   fe a r  w o u ld   a n y   C h r is t ia n  

g h o s t h a v e   in s p ire d   b y   th e  sid e  o f  tho se   in c o rp o r e a l  p a g a n s a v a g e s! 

A h !   m e r c y !  m e r c y ! 

T h e y   w o u ld   te a r  h im  

lim b   fro m   lim b   ! 

T h e y   w o u ld   re n d   h im   in   pieces  ! 

A t   t h a t   in s t a n t   he  ra is e d   h is   eyes,  a n d ,  as  b y   a  m ira c le
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o f  fa te ,  s a w   a n o th e r  s h a d o w y   fo r m   flo u t in g   v a g u o   b e fo re h im . 

I t   w u s   th o   fo r m   o f   a  m a n   i n   s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry c o s ttim e ,  v e r y   d im   a n d   u n c e r ta in . 

I t,  m ig h t   h a v o   boon 

a   g h o s t— i t   m ig h t   h a v o   been  a  v is io n — b u t  i t   ra is e d   its s h a d o w y   h a n d   a n d   p o in te d   to w a rd s   th o   d o o r. 

R u d o lp h  

s a w   i t   w a s   u n g u a rd e d . 

T h o  savages  w e re   n o w   u p o n   h im , 

t h o i r   g h o s tly   b re a th   b lo w   c h i l l   o n   h is   c h o c k . 

“ S h o w  

th o rn   ir o n  I ”   c r ie d   th o   s h a d o w   in   a n   E n g lis h   v o ic e . 

R u d o lp h   s tr u c k   o u t   w i t h   b o th   e lb o w s   a n d   m a d o   a  fie rc e o ffo r t  fo r   fre e d o m . 

I t   w a s   w i t h   d if f ic u lt y   bo  roUBod  h im s e lf,  b u t   a t  la s t  h e   succeeded. 

l i e   d r e w   h is   p o c k e t-k n ife  

a n d   o p e n e d   i t . 

A t   s ig h t   o f  th o   c o ld   s to o l,  w h ic h   no   g h o s t 

o r  t r o l l   o r  im p   c a n   e n d u re   to   b e h o ld , th o   savages  f e ll  b a c k , m u tt e r in g . 

B u t   ’ tw a s   o n ly   f o r   a  m o m e n t. 

N e x t   in s ta n t, 

w i t h   a  h o w l  o f   v e n g e a n c e   e ve n   lo u d e r   th a n   b e fo re ,  th e y c ro w d e d   ro u n d   h im   a n d   t r io d   to   in t e r c e p t   h im . 

l i e  

s h o o k   th o rn   o ff  w i t h   w ild   e n e rg y ,  th o u g h   th e y   jo s tle d a n d   h u s tle d   h im ,  a n d   s tr u c k   h im   a g a in   a n d   a g a in   w i t h t h e i r   s h a rp   f l i n t   edges. 

B lo o d   w a s  f lo w in g   fr e e ly   n o w  

fro m   h is   h a n d s   a n d   a rm s — ro d   b lo o d   o f   t h is   w o r ld ;   b u t s t i l l   ho   f o u g h t   h is   w a y   o u t  b y   m a in   fo rc e   w it h   h is   s h a rp s te e l  b la d e   to w a r d s   th o   d o o r  a n d   th o   m o o n lig h t. 

T h o  

n e a re r  he   g o t  to   th o   e x it ,   th o   t h ic k o r   a n d   c lo s e r  th o g h o s ts   p ressed   a ro u n d ,  as  i f   c o n s cio u s   t h a t   t h e i r   p o w e r w a s  b o u n d e d   b y   t h e i r   o w n   th re s h o ld . 

T h e y   a v o id e d   th o  

k n if e ,   m e a n w h ile ,  w i t h   s u p e r s titio u s   te r r o r . 

R u d o lp h  

e lb o w e d   t h e n   fie r c e ly   a s id e ,  a n d   lu n g in g   a t  th e m   n o w a n d   a g a in ,  m a do   h is   w a y   to   th e   d o o r. 

W i t h   o n o   s u p re m o  

o ffo rt  ho   to r e   h im s e lf   m a d ly   o u t,  a n d   s to o d   onoo  m o re   on th e   ope n   h e a th ,  s h iv e r in g   li k e   a  g re y h o u n d . 

T h o   g h o s ts  

g a th e re d   g r i n n i n g   b y   th o   o p e n   v e s tib u le ,  t h e i r   fie rce te e th , lik e   a  w ild   b e a s t’s,  c o n fe s s in g   t h o ir   im p o t e n t   a n g e r. 

B u t   R u d o lp h   s ta rte d   to   r u n ,  a ll  w e a rie d   as  ho   w as,  a n d ra n   a  fe w   h u n d r e d   y a r d s   b e fo re   h e   f e ll  a n d   fa in te d .  H o d ro p p e d   o n   a  c lu m p   o f   w h it e   h e a th e r  b y   a  s a n d y   rid g e , a n d   la y   th e re   u n c o n s c io u s   t i l l   w e ll  o n   in t o   th o   m o rn in g . 
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W lic n   th o   p e o p lo   fro m   th o   M a n o r-h o u s e   p ic k e d   h im   u p n e x t  d a y ,  h o   w a s  h o t   a n d   c o ld ,  t e r r i b l y   p a le   fro m   fe a r, a n d   m u m b lin g   in c o h o ro n tly . 

D r .  l ’ o r t u r   h a l   h im   p u t   to  

bed  w it h o u t   a  m o m e n t's   d e la y . 

“  P o o r  fe llo w   ! ”   ho   Baid, 

le a n in g   o v e r  h im ,  “   lie ’s  h a d   a  v e r y   n a r r o w   escapo  in d e e d o f   a  b a d   b r a in   fo v o r. 

I   o u g h tn ’ t  to   h a v e   e x h ib ite d  

C a n n a b is   in   h is   o x c ito d   c o n d it io n ;   o r,  a t  a n y   ra te ,  i f   I d id ,  I   o u g h t,  a t   lo a s t,  to   h a v e   w a tc h e d   it s   e ffe c t  m o ro c lo s e ly . 

l i e   m u s t  bo  k o p t   v e r y   q u ie t   n o w ,  a n d   o n   n o a c c o u n t  w h a te v e r ,  N u rs o ,  m u s t  o ith o r   M rs .  B ru c e   o r  M rs . 

B o u v e r ie - B a rto n   bo  a llo w e d   to   com e  n e a r  h im . " 

B u t   la te   in   th o   at’to rn o o n   Itu d o lp h   s o n t  f o r   J o y c e . 

T h o  c h ild  cam e c re e p in g  in   w i t h  a n  ashen  face.  “  W e ll? " 

she  m u rm u re d ,  s o ft  a n d   lo w ,  t a k in g   h e r   s e a t  b y   th o   b od - 

side  ;  “  so  th o   K in g   o f  th o   B a r r o w   v e r y   n e a r ly   h a d   y o u   !  ” 

“  Y e s ,”   R u d o lp h   a n s w e ro d ,  re lie v e d   to   f in d   th e ro   w a s s o m e b o d y   to   w h o m   h o   c o u ld   t a lk   fr o o ly   o f  h is   t o r r ib lo a d v o n tu re . 

“  H e   n e a r ly   h a d   m e. 

B u t   h o w   d id   y o u   oomo 

to   k n o w   i t  ? ” 

“ A b o u t  tw o   b y   th o   c lo c k ,”   th o   c h ild   re p lio d ,  w i t h w h it o   lip s   o f   te r r o r ,  “  I   s a w   th o   liro s   o n   th o   m o o r  b u r n b r ig h t e r   a n d   b lu e r :   a n d   th e n   I   re m o m b o re d   th o   w o rd s o f  a  t e r r ib le   o ld   rh y m e   th o   g ip s y   w o m a n   t a u g h t   m e —

“  ‘ r u llin g h u r s t  B a rro w — P a llin g h u r s t  B arro w   ! 

E v e r y   y e a r  ono  h eart  th o u 'lt  h a r r o w ! 

P a llin g h u rs t  I tin g — P a llin g h u r s t  B in g ! 

A   b lood y  man  is  th y   g h o stly   k in g . 

M en ’s  bones  ho  breaks,  and  sucks  th e ir  m arrow . 

In   P a llin g h u rs t  B in g   on  P a llin g h u rs t  B a rro w :  ’

a n d   ju s t   as  I   t h o u g h t   i t ,   I   s a w   th o   lig h t s   b u r n   t e r r ib ly b r ig h t   a n d   c le a r  f o r   a  seco nd ,  a n d   I   s h u d d e re d   f o r h o rro r. 

T h e n   t h e y   d ie d   d o w n   lo w   a t   onco,  a n d   th e ro  

w a s  m o a n in g   on   th o   m o o r,  c rie s   o f  d e s p a ir,  as  fr o m   a g re a t  c ro w d   c h e a te d ,  a n d   a t  t h a t   I   k n o w   t h a t   y o u   w e re n o t  to   be  th e   G h o s t- k in g ’s  v ic t im . ” 
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I v y   St a n b u u y   h n d   n o v e r  been  in   t lio   S o u th   b o fo ro . 

So 

e v e r y t h in g   b u r s t  f u l l   u p o n   h e r  w it h   a ll   th e   c h a rm   o f n o v e lty . 

A s   th e y   re ach ed   A n tib e s   S ta tio n ,  th e   s u n   w as 

s e ttin g . 

A   p in k   g lo w   fr o m   h is   b lo o d -ro d   o rb   l i t   u p   th o s n o w y   r id g e   o f   th e   M a r it im e   A lp s   w it h   f a i r y   s p le n d o u r. 

I t   w as  a  d re a m   o f   d e lig h t   to   th o s o   e a g e r  y o u n g   eyes, fre s h   fro m   th o   fo g   a n d   fro s t  a n d   b ro o d in g   g lo o m   o f L o n d o n . 

I n   fr o n t ,   th o   d ee p   b lu o   p o rt,  th e   lo n g   w h ite m o le ,  th o   p ic tu ro s q u o   lig h th o u s e ,  th e   a rc a d e d   b re a k w a te r, th o   sea  ju s t   fle c k e d   w i t h   ru s s e t  la te e n   s a ils ,  th e   c o a s tin g c r a f t   t h a t   la y   id le   b y   th e   q u a y s   in   th e   h a rb o u r. 

F u r t h e r  

o n ,  th o   m o u ld e r in g   g r e y   to w n ,  e n clo se d   in   it s   m o d ito v u l w a lls ,  a n d   to p p o d   b y   it s   tw o   t a l l   t o w e r s :  th o   s q u a re b a s tio n s   a n d   a n g lo s   o f   V a u b u n ’s  g re a t  f o r t :  th e   la u g h in g co a s t  to w a rd s   N ic e ,  d o tte d   o v e r  w i t h   w h it e   v illa g e s p e rc h e d   h ig h   a m o n g   d a r k   h i l l s :   a n d   b e y o n d   a ll,   s o a rin g u p   in t o   th o   c lo u d le s s   s k y ,  th e   p h a n to m   p ea ks  o f   tho se s u n -s m itte n   m o u n ta in s .  N o   lo v e lie r   s ig h t  c a n   e yo   b e h o ld ro u n d   th o   e n c h a n te d   M e d ite rra n e a n   :  w h a t   w o n d e r  I v y S ta n b u r y   g azed   a t  i t   t h a t   f ir s t   n ig h t   o f   h e r  s o jo u rn   in th e   S o u th   w i t h   u n fe ig n e d   a d m ir a tio n  ? 

“  I t ’s  b e a u t if u l, ”   sho  b ro k e   f o r th ,  d r a w in g  a deep b re a th as  she  spo ke,  a n d   g a z in g   u p   a t  th o   c le a r-c u t  o u tlin e s   o f th o  C im e  do  M e rc a n to u rn .  “ M o re  b e a u t if u l th a n  a n y t h in g I   c o u ld   h a v e   im a g in e d ,  a lm o s t.” 

B u t   A u n t   E m m a   -was  b u s y   lo o k in g   a fte r   th e   lu g g a g e , 
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re g is te re d   th r o u g h   fro m   L o n d o n . 

“   Q ua I re  c o ltt,   n il  to ld , 

a n d   th e n   tlie   ru g s   a n d   th o   h o ld - a ll  ;  M m  in  s h o u ld   h a ve fa s te n e d   tho so   s tra p s   m o re   s e c u re ly . 

A n d   w h o re ’s  th o  

b la c k   b u g ?   A n d   th o   t h in g   w it h   th o   e tn a ? 

A n d   m in d  

y o u   ta k o   c a ro   o f  m y   c a n a ry ,  I v y . ” 

I v y   s to o d   s t i l l   a n d   gazed . 

So  lik e   a  v is io n   d id   tho so  

d a in t y   p in k   s u m m its ,  a ll  p e n c ille d   w i t h   d a rk   g le n s ,  h a n g m y s tic   in   th o   a ir .  T o   t h in k   a b o u t  lu g g a g e   a t  s u c h   a m o m e n t  as  t h is   w as,  to   h e r,  s h o e r  d e s e c ra tio n . 

A n d   h o w  

w in e -c o lo u re d   w as  th o   d a r k   soa  in   th o   e v e n in g   l i g h t :  a n d h o w   a n tiq u e   th o   g re y   G re e k   t o w n :  a n d   h o w   d e lic io u s   th o s u n s e t! 

T h o   s n o w ie s t  pea ks  o f   a ll  Btood  o u t  n o w   in   th o v e r y  h u e  o f   th o   p in k y  n a c re   t h a t   lin o s  a  s h e ll:  th o  sh a d o w s o f  th o   g o rg e s   t h a t   sco re d   t h e ir   s m o o th   side s  s h o w e d   u p   in d e lic a te   t in t s   o f  p n lo   g re e n   a n d   d a r k   p u rp le . 

I v y   d r e w   a 

d ee p   b re a th   a g a in ,  a n d   c lu tc h e d   th o   b ird -c a g o   s ilo n t ly . 

T h o   lo n g   d r iv e   to   th o   h o te l  across  th e   o liv e -c la d   p ro m o n to r y ,  b e tw e e n   b a y   a n d   b a y ,  w a s  o n e   c o n tin u o u s   jo y to   h e r. 

l l e r o   a n d   th e re ,  r o c k y   in le t s   o p e n e d   o u t  f o r   a m o m e n t  to   r i g h t   o r   le f t ,   h e m m e d   in   b y   t i n y   c ra g s ,  w h o re th o   b lu e   sea  b ro k e   in   m i l k y   fo a m   u p o n   w e a th e r-b e a te n s k e rrie s . 

C o q u e ttis h   w h it e   v illa s   g le a m e d   ro s y   in   th o  

s e t t in g   s u n   a m o n g   ta n g le d   g a rd e n s   o f   s tra n g e   s h ru b s , w h o so   v e r y   n a m o s  I v y   k n o w   n o t— d a te -p a lm s ,  a n d   fa n - 

p a lm s ,  a n d   e u c a ly p tu s ,  a n d   m im o s a ,  a n d   g re e n   M e d ite r ra n e a n   p in e ,  a n d   t a l l   f lo w e r in g   a g a ve . 

A t   la s t,  th e   t ir e d  

h orse s  b ro k e   i n t o   a  f in a l  c a n te r,  a n d   d re w   u p   b e fo re   th o b ro a d   s ta irs  o f   th e  h o te l  o n   th e   h e a d la n d .  A  v is t a  th r o u g h th o   a v e n u e   ro v e a le d   to   I v y ’s  eyes  a  w id e   s tr ip   o f   sea,  a n d b e y o n d   i t   a g a in   th e   ja g g e d   o u t lin e   o f   th o   E s te re l,  m o s t e x q u is it e ly   sh a p e d   o f  e a r t h ly   m o u n ta in s ,  s ilh o u e tte d   in d e e p   b lu e   a g a in s t  th e   f ie r y   re d   o f   a  s k y   ju s t   fa d in g   fro m th e   a fte r g lo w   in t o   p ro fo u n d   d a rk n e s s . 

S h e   c o u ld   h a r d ly   d re s s   f o r   d in n e r ,  f o r   lo o k in g   o u t  o f th e   w in d o w . 

E v e n   in   t h a t   d im   e v e n in g   l i g h t ,   th e   v ie w  

across  th e   b a y   w a s   to o   e x q u is ite   to   be  n e g le c te d . 
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H o w e v e r,  b y   d in t   o f   fr e q u e n t  a d m o n itio n s   fro m   A u n t E m m a ,  th r o u g h   th o   p a r t it io n  d o o r,  she m a n a g e d   a t  la s t  to ru m m a g e   o u t  h e r   l i t t l e   w h it o   e v e n in g   d re s s — a  s o ft  n u n ’s c lo th ,  m a de   f u l l   in   th o   b o d ic e — a n d   s c ra m b le d   th r o u g h   in th o   n ic k   o f  tim e ,  as  th e   d in n e r - b e ll  w a s   r in g in g . 

 T a b le   d 'h o te   w a s   f a i r l y   f u l l . 

M o s t  o f  th e   g u e sts   w e re  

la d ie s . 

H u t  to   I v y ’s  s u rp ris e ,  a n d   p e rh a p s   e v e n   d is m a y , she  fo u n d   h e rs e lf  Heated  n o x t  a  t a l l   y o u n g   m a n   in   th o lo n g   b la c k   cassock  o f  a  C a th o lic   p rie s t,  w i t h   a  d e lic a te p a le   face,  v e r y   a u s te re   a n d   c le a r-c u t. 

T h is   w a s  d is c o n c e r tin g   to   I v y ,   fo r ,   in   th e   E n g lis h   w a y ,  sho  h a d   a  v a g u e fe e lin g   in   h e r  m in d   t h a t   p rie s ts ,  a ft e r   a ll,   w e re   n o t  q u ite h u m a n . 

T h o   t a l l   y o u n g   m a n ,  h o w e v e r,  tu r n e d   to   h e r   a fte r  a m in u te ’ s  pauso  w i t h   a  f r a n k   a n d   p le a s a n t  s m ile ,  w h ic h seem ed  a ll  a t  once  to   b e sp e a k  h e r  s y m p a th y . 

l i e   h a d   a n  

e ve n   ro w   o f  w h it o  te e th ,  I v y  o b s e rve d ,  a n d  t h in ,  th o u g h t f u l lip s ,  a n d   a  c u lt iv a t e d   a ir ,  a n d   th e   m ie n   o f   a  g e n tle m a n . 

C a r d in a l  M a n n in g   m u s t  s u r e ly  h a v e   lo o k e d   lik e   t h a t   w h e n bo  w a s   an   A n g lic a n   c u ra te . 

So  a u s te re   w a s  th e   y o u n g  

i  if  n ’s  face,  y e t   so  g e n tle ,  so  e n g a g in g . 

‘ M a d e m o is e lle   has  j u s t   a r r iv e d   t o - d a y ? ”   he   s a id in   e r r o g a tiv e ly ,  i n   th e   p u re ,  s w e e t  F r e n c h   o f  th o   F a u b o u rg   S t.  G e rm a in . 

I v y   c o u ld   see  a t  a  g la u c o   h o   f e lt   she 

w as  s h y   o f   h im ,  a n d   w a s  t r y i n g   to   re a ssu re   h o r. 

“   W h a t 

a  b e a u t if u l  s u n s e t  w e ’ v e   h a d ! 

W h a t   l i g h t ! 

W h a t  

c o lo u r ! ” 

I l i s   v o ic o   ra n g   so  s o ft  t h a t   I v y   p lu c k e d   u p   h e a r t  o f g ra c o   to   a n s w e r  h im   b o ld ly   in   h e r  o w n   p r e t t y   v a r ia t io n o f   th o   O lle n d o rffia n   d ia le c t,  “  Y e s ,  i t   w a s   s p le n d id , s p le n d id .  T h is   is   th e   fir s t  t im e   I   v i s i t   th e   M e d ite rra n e a n , a n d   c o m in g   fro m   th e   c o ld   N o r th ,  it s   b e a u ty   ta k e s   m y b re a th   a w a y .” 

“  M a d e m o is e lle   is   F r e n c h ,  th e n  ? ”   th o   y o u n g   p rie s t a sk e d ,  w i t h   th e   c o u r t ly   f la t t e r y   t h a t   s its   so  n a t u r a lly o n   h is   c o u n try m e n .  “ N o , E n g lis h ?   R e a lly  !  A n d   n e v e r-
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t.holess  y o u   s p e a k   w i t h   a  c h a r m in g   a cc e n t. 

B u t   a ll 

E n g lis h   la d ie s   spe ak  F re n c h   to -d a y . 

Y e s ,  t h is   p la c e   is 

lo v e ly   :  n o t h in g   lo v o lie r   on  th e   coa st. 

I   w o n t  u p   t h is  

e v e n in g   to   th e   h i l l   t h a t   fo rm s   th e   c e n tre   o f  o u r  l i t t l e p r o m o n to r y ------- ” 

“ T h e   h i l l   w i t h   th e   lig h th o u s e   t h a t   w o   passed  o n   o u r w a y ? ”   I v y  a ske d,  p ro u d  a t h e a r t  t h a t   she  c o u ld   re m e m b e r th e   w o r d    p lia rc   o ff-h a n d ,  w it h o u t   re fe re n c e   to   th e   d ic t io n a r y . 

T h e   A b b e   b o w e d .  “   Y es,  th e   h i l l   w i t h   th e   lig h th o u s e ,” 

h e   a n s w e re d ,  h a r d ly   v e n t u r in g   to   c o rre c t  h e r  b y   m a k in g p lta r c   m a s c u lin e . 

“ T h e r e   is   th e re   a  s a n c tu a r y   o f   O u r 

L a d y — N o tre -D a m e   do  la   G a ro u p e — a n d   I   m o u n te d   u p   to i t   b y   th e   C h c m in   do  la   C ro ix ,  to   m a k e   m y   d e v o tio n s . 

A n d   a ft e r   s p e n d in g   a  l i t t l e   h a lf- h o u r   a ll  a lo n e   in   th o o r a to r y ,  I   w e n t  o u t  u p o n   th e   p la t f o r m ,   a n d   s a t  a t  th o   fo o t o f   th e   cro ss,  a n d   lo o k e d   b e fo re   m e  u p o n   th o   v ie w . 

O h , 

m a d e m o is e lle ,  h o w   " h a ll  I   s a y ?   i t   w a s   d iv in e !   i t   w a s b e a u tifu l  ! 

T h e   l i g h t   fro m   th e   s e t t in g   s u n   to u c h e d   u p th o s e   spo tless  te m p le s   o f   th o   e te r n a l  s n o w   w i t h   th o   ro s y ra d ia n c e   o f   an   a n g e l’s  w in g . 

I t   w a s   a  p r a y e r   in   m a rb le . 

O n e   w o u ld   t h in k   th e  w h it e   a n d   c o m m o n   d a y lig h t ,  s tre a m in g   th r o u g h   sum o  d im   c a th e d ra l  w in d o w ,  m a d e   r ic h   w i t h fig u re s ,  w a s   f a l l i n g   in   c rim s o n   p a lp ita tio n s   o n   th e   cla sp e d h a n d s   o f   some  a la b a s te r  s a in t— so  g lo r io u s   w a s  i t ,   so b e a u t i f u l ! ” 

I v y  s m ile d   a t  h is   e n th u s ia s m   :  i t   w a s   so  lik e   h e r  o w n —  

a n d   y e t,  o h,  so  d if f e r e n t ! 

B u t   she  a d m ire d   th e   y o u n g  

A b b e ,  a ll   th o   sam e ,  fo r   n o t  b e in g   a sh a m e d   o f   h is   f a it h . 

W h a t   E n g lis h   c u ra te  w o u ld   h a v e  d a re d   to  b o a rd   a s tr a n g e r lik e   t h a t — w i t h   s u c h   a  w in n in g   c o n fid e n c e   t h a t   th o s tr a n g e r   w o u ld   s h a re   h is   o w n   p o in t   o f   v ie w   o f  t h in g s  ? 

A n d   th e n   th o   to u c h   o f   p o e tr y   t h a t   h o   th r e w   in t o   i t   a ll w a s   so  d e lic a t e ly   m e d ic e v a l. 

I v y   lo o k e d   a t   h im   a n d  

s m ile d   a g a in .  T h e   p r ie s t  h a d   c e r ta in ly  b e g u n   b y  c r e a tin g a  fa v o u ra b le   im p re s s io n . 
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A l l   th r o u g h   d in n e r ,  h e r  n e w   a c q u a in ta n c e   ta lk e d   to h e r  u n in te r r u p te d ly . 

I v y   w a s   q u it o   c h a rm e d   to   see  h o w  

fa r   h e r  m e a g re   F r e n c h   w o u ld   c a r r y   h e r. 

A n d   h e r   n e ig h b o u r  w a s  so  p o lite ,  so  g ra v e ,  so  a tte n tiv e . 

H o   n e v e r 

seem ed  to   n o tic e   h e r  m is ta k e s   o f   g e n d e r,  h e r   l i t t l e   e rro rs o f   te n se   o r  m o od   o r  s y n ta x   :  ho  c a u g h t  r a p id ly   a t  w h a t she  m e a n t  w h e n   she  p au se d   f o r   a  w o r d :  ho   fin is h e d   h e r sentences  f o r   h e r  b e tte r   th a n   sho  c o u ld   h a v e   d o n e   th e m h e r s e lf:  he  n e v e r  s u g g e s te d ,  lie   n e v e r  c o rre c te d ,  h o   n e v e r fa lte re d ,  b u t   he   h e lp e d   h e r  o u t,  as  i t   w e re ,  u n c o n s c io u s ly , w it h o u t   e v e r  s e e m in g   to   h e lp   h e r.  I n   a  w o r d ,  he  h a d   th e m a n n e rs   o f   a  b o rn   g e n tle m a n ,  w i t h   th e   p o lis h   a n d   th e g ra c e   o f   g oo d   F r e n c h   s o c ie ty .  A n d   th e n ,  w h a te v e r   ho s a id   w a s  so  in t e r e s t in g   a n d   so  w e ll  p u t. 

A   t in g e   o f  

C e ltic   im a g in a tio n   lig h t e d   u p   a ll  h is   ta lk . 

l i e   w a s   w e ll 

re a d   in   h is   o w n   lit e r a t u r e ,   a n d   in   E n g lis h   a n d   G e rm a n to o . 

N o t h in g   c o u ld   h a v e   been  m o re   u n lik e   I v y ’s  p re c o n c e iv e d   id e a   o f   th e   F r e n c h   C a th o lic   p r ie s t— th e   r o tu n d a n d   r u b ic u n d   v illa g e   c u re . 

T h is   m a n   w a s   t a ll,   s lim , 

p a th e tic ,  p o e tic a l  lo o k in g ,  w i t h   p ie r c in g   b la c k   eyes,  a n d fe a tu re s   o f   s t r i k i n g   a n d   s ta tu e s q u e   b e a u ty . 

H u t  a bo ve  

a ll,   I v y   f e lt   n o w   h e   w a s   e a rn e s t,  a n d   h u m a n — in te n s e ly h u m a n . 

O nce  o n ly ,  w h e n   c o n v e rs a tio n   ro se   lo u d   across  th e ta b le ,  th e   A b b e   v e n tu r e d   to   a sk ,  w i t h   b a te d   b re a th ,  in   a c a n d id   to n e   o f  in q u ir y ,   “ M a d e m o is e lle   is   C a t h o lic ? ” 

I v y   lo o k e d   d o w n   a t  h e r  p la te   as  she  a n s w e re d   in   a t im id   v o ic e ,  “  N o , m o n s ie u r,  A n g lic a n . ”   T h e n   she  a dd ed , h a l f   a p o lo g e tic a lly ,  w i t h   a  d e p re c a tin g   s m ile ,  “  ’ T is   th e r e lig io n   o f   m y   c o u n tr y ,  y o n   k n o w . ” 

F o r   she  fe a re d   she 

s h o cke d   h im . 

“   P e r fe c tly ,”   th e   A b b e   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  s w e e t  s m ile o f   re s ig n e d   r e g r e t ;  a n d   he   m u r m u r e d   s o m e th in g   h a lf to   h im s e lf  in   th e   L a t in   to n g u e ,  w h ic h   Iv a n   d id n ’ t   u n d e r s ta n d . 

I t   w a s  a  v e rse   fro m   th e   V u lg a te ,  “  O th e r  sheep 

h a v e   I   w h ic h   a re   n o t  o f   t h is   fo ld   :  th e m   also   w i l l   I   b r in g
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in . ” 

F o r   ho  w a s  n  to le r a n t  m a n ,  th o u g h   d e v o u t,  t h a t A b b e ,  a n d   .M ad em oiselle   w a s  c h a rm in g . 

H a d   n o t  even 

th e   C h u rc h   it s e lf   h e ld   t h a t   S o c ra te s ,  P la to ,  A r is t o t le ,   I k n o w   n o t  h o w   m a n y   m o re — a n d   th e n ,  M a d e m o is e lle ,  no d o u b t  e rre d   t h r o u g h   ig n o ra n c e   o f   th e   F a ith ,   a n d   th e te a c h in g   o f  h e r  p a re n ts   ! 

A f t e r   d in n e r   th e y   s tr o lle d   o u t  in t o   th e   g r e a t  e n tra n c e h a ll. 

T h e   A b b e ,  w i t h   a  c o u r t ly   b o w ,  w e n t   o lf,  h a l f   re lu c t a n t ,   in   a n o th e r  d ir e c tio n . 

O n   a  ta b le   close  b y ,  th e  

le tte r s   th a t  cam e  b y   th e   e v e n in g   p o s t  la y   d is p la y e d   in lo n g   ro w s   f o r   v is it o r s   to   c la im   t h e ir   o w n . 

W it h   tr u e  

fe m in in e   c u r io s it y ,   I v y   g la n c e d   o v e r  th o   nam e s  o f  h e r f e llo w  g u e sts . 

O n e   s tr u c k   h e r  a t  o n c e — “  M .  l ’ A b b e   de 

K e rm a d c c .” 

“  T h a t   m u s t  bo  o u r  p r ie s t,  A u n t   E m m a ,” 

she  s a id ,  lo o k in g   close   a t  i t . 

A n d   th o   E n g lis h   b a r r is te r  

w it h   th o   lo u d   v o ic e ,  w h o   s a t  o p p o s ite   h e r  a t  ta b le ,  m ade a n s w e r,  s o m e w h a t  b lu f f ly ,   “  Y e s ,  t h a t ’ s  th e   p rie s t,  M .  G u y de  K e rm a d c c . 

Y o u   c a n   see  w it h   h a lf   an   eye ,  lie ’s  abo ve  

th e   c o m m o n   r u c k   o f  ’em .  B e lo n g s   to   a  v e r y  d is tin g u is h e d B re to n   f a m ily ,   so  I ’ m   to ld . 

O f   la te   y e a rs ,  y o u   k n o w , 

th e re ’ s  been  a  re a c tio n   in   F ra n c e   in   fa v o u r  o f  p ie ty . 

I t ’s 

th o   m o d e   to   be    ilevot.  

T h o   R o y a lis ts   t h i n k   r e lig io n   goes 

h a n d   in   h a n d   w i t h   le g itim a c y . 

So  s e v e ra l  n o b le   fa m ilie s  

send  a   y o u n g e r  son  in t o   th e   C h u rc h   n o w   a g a in ,  as  b e fo re th e   R e v o lu tio n — m a k e   a  d e c o ra tiv e   A b b e   o f   h im . 

I t 's  

q u ite   th o   t h in g ,   as  tim e s   g o .  T h e   e ld e s t  son  o f  th o K o rm a d e c s   is   a  m a rq u is ,  I  b e lie v e — o ne  o f  t h e ir   t r u m p e r y m a rq u e e ’s — h a s  a  c h a te a u   in   M o r b ih a n — th e   second  s o n ’s in   a  c a v a lr y   re g im e n t,  a n d   serve s  L a   F r a n c e ;  th e   t h i r d ’s in   th e   C h u rc h ,  a n d   save s  th o   s o u ls   o f  th e   fa m ily . 

T h a t ’s 

th o  w a y   th e y   d o   n o w . 

D iv is io n   o f   la b o u r,  d o n ’t   y o u   see  ! 

N u m b e r  one  p la y s ,  n u m b e r  tw o   fig h ts ,  n u m b e r  th re e p ra y s . 

L a n d ,  a rm y ,  p ie t y . ” 

“ O h ,  in d e e d ,”   I v y   a n s w e re d ,  s h r in k in g   in t o   h e r   s h e ll a t  once. 

She  d id n ’ t   k n o w   w h y ,  b u t   i t   ja r r e d   u p o n   h e r s o m e h o w   to   h e a r  th e   E n g lis h   b a r r is te r   w i t h   th e   lo u d
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b lu f f  v o ic e   spe ak  lik e   t h a t   a b o u t  h e r   n e ig h b o u r. 

M .  f l u y  

do  K e rm a d e c   w a s  o f   g e n tle r   m o u ld ,  s liu   f e l t   s u re ,  th a n th e   b a r r is te r ’s  coarso  re d   h a n d s   s h o u ld   h a n d le . 

T h e y   s ta j’ cd   th e re   som e  w e e ks. 

A u n t   E m m a ’ s  lu n g s  

w e re   e n d o w e d   w i t h   a  c a v it y . 

So  A u n t   E m m a   d id   l i t t l e  

b u t   s u n   h e r s e lf  o n   th e   te rra c e ,  a n d   c h ir p   to   th e   c a n a ry , a n d   lo o k   a cross  a t  th e   E s te r c l. 

B u t   I v y   w a s   s tr o n g ,  h e r 

lim b s   w e re   a  to m b o 3'’s,  a n d   she  w a n d e re d   a b o u t  b y   h e r s e lf  to   h e r  h e a rt’s  c o n te n t  o v e r t h a t   ro c k y   p e n in s u la .  O n h e r  f ir s t   m o r n in g   a t  th e   C ape,  in d e e d ,  sho  s tr o lle d   o u t a lo n e ,  f o llo w in g   a  fo o tp a th   t h a t   le d   th r o u g h   a   g re e n s t r ip   o f   p in e -w o o d ,  f r a g r a n t   on  e it h e r   s id e   w i t h   le n t is k s c ru b   a n d   ro s e m a ry . 

I t   b r o u g h t   h e r  o u t  u p o n   th e   sea, 

n e a r  th e   v e r y   e n d   o f  th e   p ro m o n to ry ,  a t  a  s p o t  w h e re w h it e   ro c k s ,  d e e p ly   h o n e y c o m b e d   b y   th e   ceaseless  s p r a y o f  c e n tu rie s ,  la y   tossed  in   w ild   c o n fu s io n ,  s ta c k   u p o n s ta c k ,  r e n t   a n d   fis s u re d . 

L o w   b u sh e s,  p la n e d   le v e l  b y  

th e   w in d ,  s lo p e d   g r a d u a lly   u p w a r d . 

A    (lotianier's  t r a i l  

th re a d e d   th e   ru g g e d   m aze. 

I v y   tu r n e d   to   th e   l e f t   a n d  

fo llo w e d   i t   o n,  w e ll  p le a se d ,  p a s t  h u g e   to rs   a n d   deep g u lle y s . 

H e r e   a n d   th e re ,  t a k in g   a d v a n ta g e   o f   th e   t i l t o f   th e   s tra ta ,  th o   sea  h a d   w o r n   it s e l f   g re a t  cave s  a n d b lo w h o le s .  A   s lig h t   b ree ze   w a s  r o llin g   b re a k e rs   u p   these m in ia t u r e   g o rg e s. 

I v y   s to o d   a n d   w a tc h e d   th e m   tu m b le  

in ,   th e   d e e p   p ea co ck  b lu e   o f  th e   o u te r   sea  c h a n g in g   a t once  in t o   w h it e   fo a m   as  th e y   c u r le d   o v e r  a n d   s h a tte re d th e m s e lv e s   o n   th e   g re e n   s lim y   re e fs   t h a t   b lo c k e d   t h e ir p ro g re s s . 

B y - a n d - b y   she  re a c h e d   a  s p o t  w h e re   a  c lu m p   o f  t a l l aloes,  w it h   p r i c k l y   p o in ts ,  g re w   close  to   th o   edg e   o f   th e ro c k s   in   tr u e   A f r ic a n   lu x u ria n c e . 

J u s t   b e y o n d   th e m ,  on  

th o   b r in k ,   a  m a n   s a t  b a re h e a d e d ,  h is   le g s   d a n g lin g   o v e r a  s te e p   u n d e r m in e d   c liff . 

T h e   lim e s to n e   w as  t ilt e d   u p  

th e re   a t  s u c h   a n   a c u te   a n g le   t h a t   th o   c ra g   o v e rh u n g   th e sea  b y   a  y a r d   o r  tw o ,  a n d   w a v e s  da sh e d   th e m s e lv e s   b e lo w in to   a  t h ic k   r a in   o f  s p ra y   w it h o u t   w e t t in g   th e   to p . 

I v y
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h a d   c la m b e re d   h a lf   o u t  to   th e   edg e   b e fo re   she  s a w   w h o th e   m a n   w as. 

T h e n   lie   tu r n e d   h is   h e a d   a t  th e   s o u n d   o f  

h e r  fo o tfa ll,  a n d   s p ra n g   to   h is   fe e t  h a s t ily . 

“  T a k e   care,  m a d e m o is e lle ,”   ho  s a id ,  h o ld in g   h is   ro u n d h a t   in   h is   l e f t   h a n d ,  a n d   s tr e tc h in g   o u t  h is   r i g h t   to s te a d y   h e r. 

‘ S u c h   s p o ts   as  th e so   a ro   h a r d ly   m e a n t  fo r 

s k ir t s   lik e   y o u r s — o r  m in e .  O n e   fa ls e   step,  a n d   o v e r  y o u g o .  I ’ m   a  p r e t t y   s tr o n g   s w im m e r  m y s e lf — o u r  B re to n sea  d id   so  m u c h   fo r   m e  ;  h u t  n o   s w im m e r  o n   e a rth   c o u ld liv e   a g a in s t  th e   fo rc e  o f   those  c r u s h in g   b re a k e rs .  T h e y ’d c a tc h   a  m a n   on  t h e ir   c re sts,  a n d   p o u n d   h im   to   a  j e l l y   on th e   ja g g e d   n e e d le s   o f   ro c k . 

'T h e y ’d   h u r l   h im   on  to   th e  

c r u m b lin g   p in n a c le s ,  a n d   th e n   d r a g   h im   b a c k   w it h   t h e ir u n d e r to w ,  a n d   c ru s h   h im   a t  la s t,  as  in   a  g ig a n t ic   m o rta r , t i l l   e v e ry   t r a it ,   e v o ry   fe a tu re   w a s   in d is tin g u is h a b le .” 

“  T h a n k   y o u ,”   I v y   a n s w e re d ,  t a k in g   h is   p ro ffe re d   h a n d as  in n o c e n tly   as  she  w o u ld   h a v e   ta k e n   h e r  fa th e r ’s c u ra te ’s. 

“ I t ’s  j u s t   b e a u tifu l  o u t  h e ro ,  is n ’ t   i t ? ” 

S ho 

seated  h e r s e lf on   th e   le d g e   n e a r  th e   s p o t  w h e re   h e ’d   been s it t in g . 

“  H o w   g r a n d ly   th e   w a v e s   r o ll  i n ! ”   she  c rie d , e y e in g   th e m   w i t h   g ir lis h   d e lig h t. 

“   D o   y o u   com e  h e ro  

o fte n ,  M .  l ’ A b b e   ? ” 

T h e   A b b e   g a z e d   a t   h e r,  a s to n is h e d . 

I l o w   s tra n g e   a ro  

th e   w a y s   o f   th e s e   E n g lis h ! 

H o   w a s   a  p rie s t,  to   be  s u re , 

a  c e lib a te   b y   p ro fe s s io n ;  b u t   bo  w a s   y o u n g ,  he   w a s h a n d s o m e — he  k n e w   h e   w a s  g o o d - lo o k in g ;  a n d   m a d e m o is e lle   w a s   u n m a r r ie d ! 

T h is   c h a n c e   m e e tin g   e m b a rra s s e d   h im ,  to   s a y   th e   t r u t h ,   f a r   m o re   th a n   i t   d id   I v y  

— th o u g h   I v y   to o   w a s  s h y ,  a n d   a  l i t t l e   con scio us  b lu s h t h a t  ju s t   t in g e d   h e r  s o ft  c h e e k   m a de   h e r   lo o k ,  th e   A b b e n o te d ,  e v e n   p r e t t ie r   th a n   o v e r. 

B u t   s t i l l ,   i f   he   w a s   a 

p r ie s t,  h e   w a s   a lso   a  g e n tle m a n . 

So,  a ft e r   a  m o m e n t’s 

d e m u r,  h e   s a t  d o w n ,  a  l i t t l e   w a y   o ff— f u r t h e r   o ff,  in d e e d , th a n   th e   c u ra te   w o u ld   h a v e   th o u g h t   i t   n e ce ssa ry  to   s it fro m   h e r— a n d   a n s w e re d   v e r y   g r a v e ly ,  in   t h a t   s o ft  lo w v o ic e   o f  h is ,  “ Y e s ,  I   com e  h e re   o fte n ,  v e r y   o fte n . 

I t ’s

h
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m y   f a v o u r ite   seat. 

O n   th e s e   ro c k s   one  seom s  to   loso 

s ig h t   o f  th e   w o r ld   a n d   th e   w o r k   o f   m a n ’s  h a n d ,  a n d   to s ta n d   face  to   faco  w i t h   th o   e te r n a l  a n d   th e   in f i n i t e . 1’ 

I I o   w a v e d   h is   a rm ,  as  h o   s p o k e ,  to w a rd s   th e   h o riz o n , v a g u e ly . 

“   I   lik e   i t   fo r   it s   w ild n e s s ,”   I v y   s a id   s im p ly . 

“   T hese 

c ra g s   a re   so  b e a u t if u l. 1’

“  Y e s ,”   th e   y o u n g   p r ie s t  a n s w e re d ,  lo o k in g   a cross  a t th e m   p e n s iv e ly ,  “   1  lik e   to   t h in k ,   f o r   m y   p a r t,  t h a t   fo r th o u s a n d s   o f   y e a rs   th o   w a v e s   h a v e   been  d a s h in g   a g a in s t th e m ,  d a y   a n d   n ig h t ,   n ig h t   a n d   d a y ,  in   a  ceaseless r h y t h m ,   s in c e   th e   m o r n in g   o f   th o   c re a tio n . 

I   lik e   to  

t h i n k   t h a t   b e fo re   e v e r  a  1’ h o cu 'a n   g a lle y   s te e re d   it s  v ir g in t r i p   in t o   th e   h a r b o u r   o f   A u t ip o lis ,   t h is   h o n e y c o m b in g h a d   b e g u n ;  t h a t   w h e n   th e   H o ly   M a rie s   o f   th o   Sea passed  b y   o u r  C ape  o n   t h e ir   m ira c u lo u s   v o y a g e   to   th e m o u th s   o f  th o   R h o n e ,  th e y   s a w   t h is   h e a d la n d ,  p re c is e ly as  w e   seo  i t   to -d a y ,  o n   t h e ir   s ta rb o a rd   b o w ,  a ll  w e a th e r-e a te n   a n d   w e a th e r-b e a te n .” 

1

I v y   lo u n g e d   w i t h   h e r   fe e t  d a n g lin g   o v e r  th e   e dg e,  as th e   A b b e   h a d   d on e   b e fo re . 

T h e   A b b e   sat  a n d   lo o k e d   a t 

h e r   in   fe a r  a n d   tr e m b lin g . 

I f   m a d e m o is e lle   w e re   to   s lip , 

n o w . 

I l i s   h e a rt  cam e  u p   in   h is   m o u th   a t  th o   th o u g h t. 

H o   w a s   a  p r ie s t,  to   bo  s u r e ;  b u t   a t   s e v o n -a n d -tw e n ty , m a r k   y o u   w e ll,  e ve n   p rie s ts   a ro   h u m a n . 

T h e y ,  to o ,  h a v e  

h e a rls . 

A n a t o m ic a lly   th e y   re s e m b le   th e   re s t  o f   t h e ir k i n d ;  i t   is   o n ly   th e   cassock  t h a t   m a k e s   th e   o u te r   d iffe r ence. 

B u t   I v y   s a t  t a lk in g   in   h e r   im p e r fe c t F r e n c h ,  w i t h   v e r y l i t t l e   sense  o f  h o w   m u c h   tr o u b le   she  w a s   c a u s in g   h im . 

S he  d id n ’ t   k n o w  t h a t   th e   A b b e ,  too,  tre m b le d   o n   th e   v e r y b r in k   o f  a  p re c ip ic e . 

B u t   h is   w as  a  m o ra l  o ne.  B y -a n d - 

b y   she  rose. 

T h e   A b b e   s tre tc h e d   o u t  h is   h a n d ,  a n d   le n t  

i t   to   h e r   p o lit e ly . 

l i e   c o u ld   d o   n o   le s s ;  y e t   th e   to u c h  

o f   h e r  u n g lo v e d   fin g e rs   t h r i l l e d   h im . 

W h a t   a  p i t y   so 

f a ir   a  la m b   s h o u ld   s tr a y   so  f a r   fr o m   th e   tru e   fo ld   ! 

H a d
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O u r   L a d y   b r o u g h t  h im   t h is   c h a n c e  ? 

W a s   i t   h is   d u t y   to  

le a d   h e r,  t o   g u id e   h e r,  to   save  h e r? 

“ W h ic h   is   th e   w a y   to   th o   lig h th o u s e   h i l l ? ”   I v y a ske d   h im   c a re le s s ly . 

T h o   w o rd s   seem ed  to   h is   f u l l   h e a r t  lik e   a  s a c re d   o m en . 

F o r   o n   th o   lig h th o u s e   h i l l ,   as  o n   a ll  h ig h   places  in P ro v e n c e ,  s to o d   a ls o   a  lig h th o u s o   o f   th e   s o u l,  a  s a n c tu a ry o f   O u r  L a d y ,  t h a t   N o tre -D a m e   do  la   G a ro u p o   w h e re o f  ho h a d   to ld   h e r  y e s te rd a y . 

A n d   o f   h e r  o w n   a c c o rd   she  h a d  

a sk e d   th e   w a y   n o w   to   O u r  L a d y 's   s h rin e . 

J Io   w o u ld  

g u id o   h e r  lik e   a  beacon. 

T h is   w as  th o   f in g e r   o f  P r o v idence. 

S u re ,  O u r  L a d y   h e r s e lf  h a d   p u t   th e   t h o u g h t   in t o th e   h e a rt  o f  h e r. 

“  I   g o   t h a t   w a y   m y s e lf,"   he  s a id ,  r e jo ic in g . 

“   I f  m a d e m o is e lle   w i l l   a llo w   m o,  I   w i l l   s h o w   h e r  th e   p a th . 

E v e r y  

d a y   I   g o   u p   (h e ro   to   m a k o   m y   d e v o tio n s .” 

A s   th e y   w a lk e d   b y   th o   s e a w a rd   t r a il,   a n d   c lim b e d   th o c ra g g y   l i t t l e   h i l l ,   th o   A b b e   d is c o u rs e d   v e r y   p le a s a n tly a b o u t  m a n y   th in g s . 

N o t  r e lig io n   a lo n e ;  he   w a s   a 

p r ie s t,  b u t   no   b ig o t. 

A n   e n th u s ia s t  f o r   th e   sea,  as 

becom es  a  M o r b ih a n   m a n ,  h e   lo v e d   i t   fro m   e v e r y   p o in t o f   v ie w ,  as  s w im m e r,  y a c h ts m a n ,  ro w e r,  la n d s c a p e   a r t is t . 

I l i s   t a lk   w as  o f  d a n g e rs   c o n fro n te d   o n   s to r m y   n ig h ts a lo n g   th o   L ig u r ia n   c o a s t;  o f   v o y a g e s   to   C o rs ic a ,  to   th e C h a n n e l  Is la n d s ,  to   B ilb a o ;   o f  g r e a t  s w im s   a b o u t  S a r k ; o f   c lim b s   a m o n g   th o   b a re   s u m m its   o v e r  y o n d e r  b y T u r b ia . 

A n d   ho   w a s   w id e -m in d e d   to o   ;  f o r   h e   s p o k e w i t h   re a l  a ffe c tio n   o f   a  c e r ta in   n e ig h b o u r   o f  th e ir s   in M o r b ih a n ;  ho   w a s   p ro u d   o f  th e   g re a t  w r i t e r ’s  p u re B re to n   b lo o d ,  th o u g h   h e   d e p re c a te d   h is   o p in io n s — “   B u t h e ’s  so  k in d   a n d   g oo d   a ft e r   a ll,   t h a t   d e a r  b ig   K e n a n !  ” 

I v y   s ta rte d   w i t h   s u r p r is e ;  n o t  so  h a d   sho  h e a rd   th o n o b le s t  l i v i n g   m a s te r  o f   F r e n c h   p rose   d is c u s s e d   a n d d e s c rib e d   in   t h e ir   W a r w ic k s h ir e   re c to ry . 

B u t   e v e ry  

m o m e n t  she  sa w   y e t   c le a re r  t h a t   a n y t h in g   m o re   u n lik e h e r  p re c o n c e iv e d   id e a   o f   a  C a th o lic   p r ie s t  t h a n   t h is
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a rd e n t  y o u n g   C o lt  c o u ld   h a r d ly   lie   im a g in e d . 

F e r v e n t 

a n d   f e r v id ,  lie   le d   th e   c o n v e rs a tio n   lik e   o ne  w h o   spoke w i t l i   to n g u e s . 

F o r   h e r s e lf  sho  s a id   l i t t l e   l>y  th o   w a y   ; 

h e r   F r e n c h   h a lte d   s a d ly ;  b u t   sho  lis te n e d   w i t h   re a l p le a s u re   to   th e   f u l l   f lo w in g   s tre a m   o f   th o   y o u n g   m a n ’s d is c o u rs e . 

A f t e r   a ll,   sho  k n e w   n o w ,  h o   w a s   a  y o u n g   m a n a t  le a s t— n o t  h u m a n   a lo n o ,  b u t   v i v i d   a n d   v i r i l e   as  w e ll, in   s p ito   o f  h is   p e ttic o a ts . 

P e o p le   fo r g e t  to o  o fte n   t h a t   p u t t in g   on a  soutane  d o e s n 't n e c e s s a rily   m a k e   a  s tr o n g   n a tu r e   fe m in in e . 

A t   th e   to p  o f  th o   lig h th o u s e   h i l l   I v y   p a u se d,  d e lig h te d . 

W o rld s   o pened  b e fo re   h e r. 

T o   r i g h t   a n d   le f t ,   in   r i v a l  

b e a u ty ,  s p re a d   a  g lo rio u s   p a n o ra m a . 

S h e   s to o d   a n d  

g azed   a t  i t   e n tra n c e d . 

S h e   h a d   p le n t y   o f   tim e   iu d o e d  

to   d r in k   in   to   th o   f u l l   th o s e   tw o   b lu e   b a y s ,  w i t h   t h e ir c o n tra s te d   m o u n ta in   b a r r ie r s — s n o w y   A lp s   to   th e   east, p u r p le   E s te re l  to   w e s tw a rd — fo r   th e   A b b e   ih a d   g on e in t o   th e   r u s tic   c h a p e l  to   m a k e   h is   d e v o tio n s . 

W h e n   he  

cam e  o u t  a g a in ,  c u r io s it y   te m p te d   I v y   fo r  a  m o m e n t  in t o t h a t   b a re   l i t t l e   w h ite w a s h e d   b a rn . 

I t   w as  a  P ro v e n c a l 

fis h e r  s h r in e   o f   th e   ru d e s t  a n tiq u e   t y p o ;  it s   g a u d y   M a d o n n a ,  t r ic k e d   o u t  w i t h   p a p e r  flo w e rs ,  s to o d   u n d e r  a c ru d e   b lu e   c a n o p y ,  s e t  w i t h   t in s e l- g ilt   s ta r s ;  th e   ro u g h w a lls   h u n g   t h ic k   w i t h   e x -v o to 's   o f   coa rse   a n d   n a iv e e x e c u tio n . 

H e re ,  s a ilo rs   in   p e r il  e m e rg e d   fro m   a  w a te r y  

g ra v e   b y   th e   v is ib le   a p p e a ra n c e   o f   O u r  L a d y   is s u in g   in p a lp a b le   w o o d   fro m   a  v e r y   s o lid   c lo u d   o f  g o ld e n   g lo r y   ; th e re ,  a  g ig   g o in g   d o w n   h i l l   w a s   s to p p e d   f o r c ib ly   fro m a bo ve   w i t h   h a n d s   la id   o n   th o   re in s   b y   O u r   L a d y   in p e rs o n   ;  a n d   y o n d e r,  a g a in ,  a  b u r s t in g   g u n   d id   n o b o d y a n y   h a rm ,  fo r  h a d   n o t  O u r  L a d y   c a u g h t  th e   fra g m e n ts i n   h e r  o w n   s t i f f   fin g e r s ? 

I v y   g azed   w i t h   a  c e r ta in  

h u s h e d   a w e   a t   th e s e   n a s c e n t  e ffo rts   o f   a r t ;   s u ch   a  g u l f seem ed  to   y a w n   b e tw e e n   t h a t   t a w d r y   l i t t l e   o r a to r y   a n d th e   A b b e ’s  o w n   r ic h   a n d   c u lt iv a t e d   n a tu re . 

Y e t   he  w e n t 

to   p r a y   th e re   I
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P u r  th o   n e x t  th r e e   w e e ks   I v y   s a w   m u c h   o f   M .  G u y do  K e rm a d o c . 

S ho  ta u g h t   l i i m   la w n - te n n is ,  w h ic h   ho 

le a rn e d ,  in d e e d ,  w i t h   ease. 

A t   f ir s t ,   to   ho   s u re ,  th o  

E n g lis h   in   th o   h o te l  r a t h e r   d e rid e d   th o   id e a   o f   la w n -  

te n n is   in   a  cassock. 

H u t  th o   A b b e   w a s   a n   a d e p t  a t  th o  

 j e l l   d c  p a u m e ,   w h ic h   h a d   a lr e a d y   e d u c a te d   h is   h a n d   a n d eye ,  a n d   he   d ro p p e d   in t o   th o   n o w   g a m e   so  q u ic k ly ,   in s p ite   o f   th o    soutane,   w h ic h   s a d ly   im p e d e d   h is   r u n n in g , t h a t   o ve n   th o   C a m b rid g e   u n d e r g ra d u a te   w i t h   th o   b u d d in g   m o u s ta c h e   w a s   fo rc e d   to  a c k n o w le d g e  “ th o   F r e u c h y " ’ 

a  fo r m id a b le   c o m p e tito r. 

A n d   th e n   I v y   m o t  h im   o fte n  

in   h is   s tr o lls   ro u n d   th o   co a s t. 

IEo  u se d   to   s it   a n d   s k e tc h  

a m o n g   th o   ro c k s ,  p e rc h e d   h ig h   on   th o   m o s t  in a c c e s s ib le p in n a c le s ;  a n d   I v y ,   i t   m u s t  bo  a d m itte d ,  th o u g h   sho h a r d ly   k n e w   w h y   h e r s e lf— so  in n o c e n t  is   y o u th ,  so  to o d a n g e ro u s ly   in n o c e n t— w e n t  o fte n c s t  b y   th e   p a th s   w h e re sho  w a s   lik e lie s t   to   m o c t  h im . 

T h e re   sho  w o u ld   w a tc h  

th e   p ro g re s s   o f   h is   s k e tc h ,  a n d   c r it ic iz e   a n d   a d m ir e   ;  a n d in   th o   e n d ,  w h e n   she  rose  to   g o ,  n a t iv e   p o lite n e s s   m a d e i t   im p o s s ib le   f o r   th e   A b b e   to   le t   h e r  w a lk   h o m e   u n p r o te c te d ,  so  h o   a c c o m p a n ie d   h e r  b a c k   b y   th o   c o a s t  p a th   to th o   lio t o l  g a rd e n . 

I v y   h a r d ly   n o tic e d   t h a t   as  he   re a c h e d  

i t   ho   a lm o s t  in v a r ia b ly   l i f t e d   h is   r o u n d   h a t  a t   once  a n d d is m is s e d   h e r,  u n o ff ic ia lly   as  i t   w e re ,  to   th e   s o c ie ty   o f h e r   c o m p a trio ts . 

B u t   th o   A b b e ,  m o re   used  to   th o   w a y s  

o f   th o   w o r ld   a n d   o f   F ra n c o ,  k n o w   w e ll  h o w   u n w is o   i t w a s   o f  h im — a  m an  o f   th o  C h u r c h — to   w a lk   w i t h   a  y o u n g g i r l   a lo n e   so  o fte n   in   th o   c o u n tr y . 

A   p r ie s t  s h o u ld   be 

c irc u m s p e c t. 

D a y   a fte r   d a y ,  s lo w ly ,  v e r y   s lo w ly ,   th o   t r u t h   b e g a n   to d a w n   b y   d e g re e s   u p o n   th o   A b b e   do  K o rm a d e c   t h a t   ho w as  in   lo v e   w i t h   I v y . 

A t   fir s t ,   h o   f o u g h t   th e   id e a   to o th  

a n d   n a il,   lik e   a n   e v il  v is io n .  H e   b e lo n g e d   to   th e   C h u rc h , th o   B r id e   o f   H e a v e n   :  w h a t   h a d   s u c h   as  he  to   d o   w i t h m e re   c a rn a l  d e s ire s   a n d   e a r t h ly   lo n g in g s  ?  B u t   d a y   b y d a y ,  as  I v y   m o t  h im .  a n d   t a lk e d   w i t h   h im   m o re   c o n -
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f h lin g ly ,   h e r   F re n c h   g r o w in g   n io ro   flu e n t  b y   leapt)  u in l b o u n d s   u n d e r   t h a t   a b le   t u t o r ,   L o v e ,  w h o so   faco  as  y e t she  re c o g n iz e d   n o t— n a tu r e   b e g a n   to   p ro v e   to o   s tr o n g   fo r th e   A b b e ’s  re s o lu tio n . 

I I o   fo u n d   h e r  c o m p a n y   s w e e t. 

T h e   p o s itio n   w a s   so  s tra n g e ,  a n d   to   h im   so  in c o m p re h e n s ib le . 

I f   I v y   h a d   b e e n   a  F r e n c h   g i r l ,   o f   cou rso   ho c o u ld   n ovel-  h a v o   seen  so  m u c h   o f  h e r  :  h o r   m o th e r  o r  h e r m a id   w o u ld   h a v o   m o u n te d   g u a rd   o v e r  h e r  n ig h t   a n d   d a y . 

O n ly   w i t h   a  m a r r ie d   w o m a n   c o u ld   ho   h a v o   in v o lv e d h im s e lf   so  d e e p ly   in   F ra n c e   :  a n d   th e n ,  th e   s in fu ln e s s   o f t h e ir   in te rc o u rs e   w o u ld   h a v o   b e e n   c le a r  fro m   th e   v e r y o u ts e t  to   b o th   a lik e   o f   th e m . 

I l u t   w h a t  c h a rm e d   a n d  

a ttra c te d   h im   m o s t  in   I v y   w a s   j u s t   h o r   E n g lis h   in n o cence. 

S he  w a s   so  g e n tle ,  so  g u ile le s s . 

T h is   p u re  

e ro a tu ro   o f   G o d ’s  n e v e r  seem ed  to   be  a w a re   she  w as d o in g   g r ie v o u s ly   w ro n g . 

T h o   m a n   w h o   h a d   v o lu n t a r ily  

re s ig n e d   a ll   h op o   o r  c h a n c e   o f   c h a s te   lo v e   w a s   n o w ir r e s is t ib ly   le d   on   b y   th e   v e r y   fo rc e   o f  th o   s p e ll  he   h a d re n o u n c e d   f o r   e v e r. 

A n d   y e t — h o w   h a r d   i t   is   fo r   ns  to   th r o w   o u rs e lv e s c o m p le te ly   in t o   s o m e b o d y   e lso ’s  a t t i t u d o ! 

So  F re n c h  

w a s   h e,  so  C a th o lic ,  t h a t   ho   c o u ld n ’t   q u it e   u n d e rs ta n d th e   f u l l   d e p th   o f   I v y ’s  in n o c e n c e . 

T h is   g i r l   w h o   c o u ld  

w a lk   a n d   t a l k   so  f r e e ly   w i t h   a  p r ie s t — s u r e ly   she  m u s t be  a w a re   o f   w h a t   t h in g   she  w a s   d o in g . 

Sho  m u s t  k n o w  

she  w a s   le a d in g   h im   a n d   h e r s e lf  in t o   a  d a n g e ro u s   lo v e , a  lo v e   t h a t   c o u ld   e n d   i n   n o n e   b u t   a  g u i l t y   c o n c lu s io n . 

So  t h in k in g ,   a n d   p r a y in g ,  a n d   f ig h t in g   a g a in s t  i t ,   a n d d e s p is in g   h im s e lf,  th e   y o u n g   A b b e   y e t  p e rs is te d   h a lf u n a w a re s   o n   th e   p a th   o f   d e s tru c tio n . 

H is   h o t  C e ltic  

im a g in a tio n   p ro v e d   to o   m u c h   fo r   h is   s e lf-c o n tro l.  A l l n ig h t   lo n g   h e   la y   a w a k e ,  to s s in g   a n d   t u r n in g   on  h is   bed , a lt e r n a t e ly   m u t t e r in g   f e r v e n t   p ra y e rs   to   O u r   L a d y ,  a n d b u ild in g   u p   f o r   h im s e lf  w a r m   v is io n s   o f   h is   n e x t  m e e tin g w i t h   I v y .   I n   th e   m o r n in g ,  he   w o u ld   ris e   u p   e a r ly ,  a n d go   a fo o t  to   th e   s h rin e   o f   N o tre -D a m e   do  la   G a ro u p e ,  a n d
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c r y   a lo u d   w i t h   f ie r y   zeal  f o r   h e lp ,  t h a t   ho   m ig h t   bo d e liv e r e d   fro m   te m p ta tio n   :— a n d   th e n   ho  w o u ld   t u r n a lo n g   th e   coast,  to w a rd s   h is   a cc u sto m e d   sca t,  lo o k in g   o u t o a g o r ly   fo r   th e   ru s tle   o f  I v y ’s  dross  a m o n g   th e   c is tu s - 

b ushes. 

W h e n   a t  la s t  ho  m e t  h e r,  a  g ro a t  w a v o   passed 

o v e r  h im   lik o   a  b lu s h . 

H o   t h r ille d   fro m   h e a d   to   foot. 

H o   g r e w   c o ld . 

H e   tre m b lo d   in w a r d ly . 

N o t  f o r   n o t h in g   h a d   ho  liv e d   n e a r  th e   m o n a s te ry   o f  S t. 

G ild a s   d o   R h u y s . 

F o r   s u c h   a  T Io lo is o   as  th a t,  w h a t 

p rie s t  w o u ld   n o t  g la d ly   becom e  a  second  A b e la rd ? 

O n e   m o r n in g ,  he  m e t  h e r   b y   b is   o v e rh a n g in g   lod g e. 

T h e   sea  w a s   ro u g h . 

T h e   w a v e s   b ro k e   g r a n d ly . 

I v y   cam e  u p   to   h im ,   w i t h   t h a t   c o n s c io u s   b lu s h   o f   h e rs j u s t   m a n t lin g   h e r  f a i r   c h e e k . 

S he  lik e d   h im   v e r y   m u c h . 

R u t  she  w as  o n ly   e ig h te e n . 

A t   e ig h te e n ,  a  g i r l   h a r d ly  

k n o w s   w h e n   she’s  r e a lly   in   lo v e . 

R u t  she  v a g u e ly  

susp ects  i t . 

T h e   A b b e   h o ld   o u t  h is   h a n d . 

I v y   to o k   i t   w it h   a   f r a n k  

s m ile . 

“  R o n jo u r,  M .  do  K e rm a d o c   ! ’ ’  she  s a id   l i g h t l y . 

S he  a lw a y s   a d d re ss e d   h im   so— n o t  as  51.  l ’ A b b o ,  n o w . 

W a s   t h a t   in t e n t io n a l,   h e   w o n d e re d ?   l i e   to o k   i t   to   m e an t h a t   she  t r ie d   to   fo r g o t  h is   e c c le s ia s tic a l  p o s itio n . 

“   L a  

ta n to   E m m a ”   s h o u ld   g u a rd   h e r   tre a s u re   in   a n   e a rth e n vessel  m o re   c a r e fu lly . 

W h y   d o   th e s e   P ro te s ta n ts   te m p t 

us  p rie s ts   w i t h   t h e ir   in n o c e n t  g ir ls  ? 

l i e   le d   h e r  to   a 

sea t,  a n d   g azed   a t  h e r  lik o   a  lo v e r ,  h is   h e a r t  b e a tin g - 

h a rd ,  a n d   h is   kne es  t r e m b lin g   v io le n t ly . 

H o    must  spe ak 

to   h e r  to -d a y . 

T h o u g h    what  h o   k n o w   n o t. 

H o   m e a n t  h e r  n o   h a rm . 

l i e   w a s   to o   p a s s io n a te ,  too 

p u re ,  to o   e a rn e s t  fo r   th a t. 

R u t   ho   m e a n t  h e r  no   good 

c ith e r. 

H o   m e a n t  n o th in g ,  n o t h in g . 

R e fo re   h e r  face  he 

w a s  a  b a r k   d r iv e n   ru d d e rle s s   b y   th e   b reeze. 

H u   o n ly  

k n e w  h e  lo v e d   h e r :   she   must  be   h is .  H is   p a s s io n   h a llo w e d h is   a ct.  A n d   she  too,  she  lo v e d   h im . 

L e a n in g   one  h a n d   o n   th e   ro c k ,  he   ta lk e d   to   h e r  f o r a w h ile , h o   h a r d ly  k n e w  w h a t.  H e   s a w  she  w a s   tre m u lo u s . 
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S ho  lo o k e d   d o w n   n m l  liliis lio d   o fte n . 

T h a t  in ta n g ib le , 

in c o m p re h e n s ib le ,  in v is ib le   s o m e th in g   t h a t   m a ke s  lo v e rs s u b tly   co n scio u s  o f   o lio   a n o th e r's   m ood  h u d   to ld   h o r  h o w lie   f e lt   to w a rd s   h o r. 

S ho  t in g le d   to   th e   fin g e r -tip s . 

I t  

w as  s w e e t  to   be  th e re — o h,  h o w   s w e o t,  y e t,  h o w   hopeless, lto m a n c o   to   h o r  :  to   h im ,  s in ,  d e a th ,  in fa m y . 

A t   la s t  he  leu n o d   across  to   h o r.  S ho  h a d   a n s w e re d   h im b a c k   onco  m o re   a b o u t  som e  t r if le ,   “  M a is ,  o u i,  M .  do K e rm a d e c .” 

“   W h y   t h is   ‘ m o n s ie u r ’ ? ”   th e   p r ie s t  asked 

b o ld ly , g a z in g   deep  in t o   h e r  s ta r tle d   oyes.  “  J e   m ’a p p e llo G u y ,  m a d e m o is e lle . 

W h y   n o t  G u y   th o u — I v y ? ” 

A t   th e   w o r d   h e r  h e a rt  g a v o   a  b o u n d . 

l i e   had  sa id   i t ! 

l i e   h a d   said   i t ! 

H e   lo v e d   h e r :   o h ,  h o w   d e lic io u s ! 

S ho 

c o u ld   h a v e   c rie d   f o r  j o y   a t  t h a t   im p lie d   a v o w a l. 

H u t   she  d re w   h o rs e lf  u p   f o r   a ll  th a t, lik e   a  p u re -m in d e d E n g lis h   g ir l   t h a t   sho  w hs, a n d   a n s w e re d   w i t h   a  ro d   flu s h , 

“   B eca use — i t   w o u ld   be  w ro n g ,  m o n s ie u r.  Y o u   k n o w   v e r y w e ll,  as  t h in g s   a ro ,  I   c a n n o t.” 

W h a t   a  flu s h   !  w h a t  a  h a lo ! 

M a d o n n a   a n d   v o w s   w e re  

a ll  fo r g o tte n   n o w . 

T h e   A b b e   flu n g   h im s e lf  fo r w a r d   in  

one  w i l d   b u r s t  o f   p a s s io n . 

H e   g a z e d   in   h o r  oyes,  a n d   a ll 

w a s  lo s t, 

l l i s   h o t  C e ltic   s o u l  p o u re d   i t s e l f   f o r th   in   f u l l flo o d . 

H o   lo v e d   h o r :   ho   a d o re d   h o r :   sho  s h o u ld   bo  h is a n d   h is   o n ly .  H o   h a d   fo u g h t  a g a in s t  i t . 

B u t   lo v e — lo v e  

h a d   c o n q u e re d .  “ O h ,  I v y , ”   h e   c rie d   p a s s io n a te ly ,  “ y o u w i l l   n o t   re fu s e   m e ! 

Y o u   w i l l   bo  m in e   a n d   m in e   o n ly . 

Y o u   w i l l   lo v e   m o   as  I   lo v e   y o u   !  ” 

I v y ’s  h e a rt  b ro k e   f o r t h   to o . 

S ho  lo o k e d   a t  h im   a n d  

m e lte d . 

“ G u y ,”   she  a n s w e re d ,  f ir s t   f r a m in g   th e   t r u t h   to h e rs e lf  i n   t h a t   f r a n k   c o n fe s s io n ,  “  I   lo v o   y o u   i n   r e tu r n . 

I   h a v e   lo v e d   y o u   s iu c o   th e   v e r y   f ir s t   m o m e n t  I   saw y o u .” 

T h e   A b b e   seized   h o r  h a n d ,  a n d   ra is e d   i t   r a p tu r o u s ly   to h is   lip s . 

“ M y   b e lo v e d ,-’  ho   c rie d ,  ro s y   re d ,  “ y o u   a re  

m in o ,  y o u   a re   m in e — a n d   I   a m   y o u rs   f o r   o v o r.” 

I v y   d r e w   b a c k   a  l i t t l e ,   s o m e w h a t  abashed  a n d   a la rm e d
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b y   h ie   e v id e n t  a rd o u r. 

“   I   w o n d e r  i f   I ’ m   d o in g   w r o n g ? ” 

who  c rie d ,  w i t l i   t lio   p ite o u s   u n c e r ta in ty   o f   e a r ly   y o u th . 

“   Y o u r   vow w ,  y o u   k n o w  !  y o u r   vow w   !  H o w   w i l l   y o u   o v e r g o t  r id   o f  th o rn  ? ” 

T lio   A b b e   g a/.ud   a t  h e r  u sto niw he d. 

W lm t   c o u ld   th iw  

a n g e l  m e a n ?   S ho  w o u d e ro d   i f   wlio  w a s  d o in g   w r o n g ! 

( l o t   r id   o f  liiw   v o w s !  H o ,  a  p r ie s t,  to   m a k e   lo v e ! 

W h a t 

n a iv o to   ! 

W h a t  in n o c e n c e  ! 

H u t  ho  w as  to o   h o t  to   ro p e n t. 

“ M y   v o w s ! "   ho  c rie d , 

f lin g in g   th e m   fr o m   h im   w i t h   b o th   h a n d s   i n t o   tlio   sea. 

“  I v y ,   lo t   th e m   go  !  L o t   t lio   w a v e s   b o a r  th e m   o f f !   W h a t a re   th e y   to   mo  n o w ?   I   re n o u n c e   th e m ! 

I   h a v e   d o n o  

w i t h   th o rn   1 ” 

I v y   lo o k e d   a t  h im ,  b r o a t h in g   doop. 

W h y ,   ho   lo v e d  

h e r  in d o o d . 

F o r   sho  k n o w   h o w   d e v o te d   ho   w a s,  h o w  

e a rn e s t,  h o w   C a th o lic . 

“ T h e n   y o u ’ l l   j o i n   o u r   C h u rc h ,” 

who  s a id   s im p ly ,  “ a n d   g iv e   u p   y o u r   o rd e rs ,  a n d   m a r r y m o ! ” 

I f   a  t h u n d e r b o lt  h a d   f a lle n   a t   th e   y o u n g   p r ie s t ’s  fo o t, it s   e ffe c t c o u ld   n o t  h a v e   boo n   m o ro  c ru s h in g , m o re   in s ta n ta n e o u s ,  m o re   e x tr a o r d in a r y . 

I n   a  m o m e n t,  ho   h u d   com e 

to   h im s e lf  a g a in ,  coo led ,  a s to n is h e d ,  h o r r ifie d . 

O h ,  w h a t 

h a d   h o   s a id ? 

W h a t  h a d   h o   d o n e  ? 

W h a t   v ile   s in   h a d  

lie   c o m m itte d ?   N o t  a g a in s t  h e a v e n ,  n o w ,  o r  th e   s a in ts , fo r  o f   t h a t   a n d   h is   o w n   s o u l  h o   th o u g h t   ju s t   th e n   b u t l i t t l e   :  b u t   a g a in s t  th a t   p u re   y o u n g   g i r l   w h o m   ho   lo v e d , t h a t   s w e e t  o ro a tu ro   o f  iu n o c o u c c   ! 

A n d   h o w   c o u ld   ho 

e v e r  e x p la in   to   h e r ?   I I o w   r e tr a c t?   H o w   e xcu se   h im s e lf? 

E v e n   to   a tte m p t  a n   e x p la n a tio n   w o u ld   bo   s h e e r  tre a s o n to   h e r  p u r it y .   T h e   t h o u g h t  in   h is   m in d   w as  to o   u n h o ly f o r   h e r  to   h e a r. 

T o   t e l l   h e r   w h a t  ho  m e a n t  w o u ld   be  a 

c rim e ,  a  s in ,  a   basscsse ! 

H e   s a w   i t   in   a n   in s ta n t, h o w  th e   m a tte r   w o u ld   e n v is a g e it s e lf   to   h e r   u u - C a th o lic   m in d . 

S h o   c o u ld   n e v e r  u n d e rs ta n d   t h a t   to   h im ,  a  s in g le   f a ll,   a  te m p o r a r y   b a c k s lid in g , w as  b u t   a  s u b je o t  f o r   re p e n ta n c e ,  co n fe s s io n ,  a b s o lu tio n , 
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p a r d o n :  w h ile   to  re n o u n c e  h is  o rd e rs , re n o u n c e  h is  C h u rc h , c o n tra c t a m a rria g e   t h a t   in   h is   eyes w o u ld   bo  n o   m a rria g e a t  a ll,  b u t   a  l i v i n g   lie ,   w a s  to   c o n tin u e   in   open  s in ,  to d e g ra d e   a n d   d is h o n o u r  h e r. 

F o r   h e r  o w n   sake,  e ve n ,  i f  

s a in ts   a n d   M a d o n n a   w e re   n o t,  G u y   de   K e rm a d e o   c o u ld n e v e r  c o n s e n t  so  to   t a i n t   a n d   to   s u lly   h e r. 

T h a t   p u re  

s o u l  w a s  to o   d e a r  to   h im .   H e   h a d   d re a m e d   f o r   a  m o m e n t, in d e e d ,  o f   fo u l  w ro n g ,  in   th e   w h it e   h e a t  o f   p a s s io n :  a ll m e n   m a y  bo  m is le d   fo r  a  m o m e n t  o f  im p u ls e   b y  th e   s tro n g d e m o n   w i t h i n   t h e m :  b u t   to   p e rs e ve re   in   s u c h   w ro n g ,  to g o   o n   s in n in g   o p e n ly ,  f la g r a n t ly ,   s h a m e le s s ly — G u y   do K e rm a d e o   d r e w   b a c k   fro m   th e   b a re   id e a   w i t h   d is d a in . 

A s   p r ie s t  a n d   as  g e n tle m a n   a lik e ,  ho   lo o k e d   d o w n   u p o n i t   a n d   c o n te m n e d   it . 

T h e   re a c tio n   w as  p ro fo u n d . 

F o r   a  m in u te   o r  tw o   ho 

g azed   in t o   I v y ’ s  face  lik e   ono  s p e llb o u n d .  H e   paused  a n d h e s ita te d . 

W h a t   w a y   o u t  o f   t h is   m a ze ?   H o w   o n   e a rth  

c o u ld   he   u n d e c e iv e   h e r?   T h e n   s u d d e n ly ,  w i t h   a  lo u d c r y ,  ho   s p ra n g   to   h is   fe e t  lik e   ono  s h o t,  a n d   s to o d   u p   b y th e   edg e   o f  th e   ro c k s   i n   h is   lo n g   b la c k    soutane.  

H o   h e ld  

o u t  h is   h a n d s   t o   ra is e   h e r.  “  M a d e m o is e lle ,”   he  g ro a n e d a lo u d   fro m   h is   h e a rt,  in   a  v e r y   b ro k e n   to n e ,  “  I   h a v e   done w r o n g — g rie v o u s   w r o n g :   I   h a v e   s in n e d — a g a in s t  H e a v e n a n d   a g a in s t  y o u ,  a n d   a m   no   m o re   w o r t h y   to   be  c a lle d   a p r ie s t.” 

H o   ra is e d   h is   v o ic e   s o le m n ly . 

I t   w a s  th e   v o ic e  

o f  a  b ru is e d   a n d   w o u n d e d   c re a tu re .  “ G o   b a c k   ! ”   he  c rie d once  m o re ,  w a v in g   h e r   a w a y   fro m   h im   as  fro m   one p o llu te d . 

“   Y o u   can  n e v e r  fo r g iv e   m e . 

B u t   a t  le a s t,  go 

b a c k .  I   s h o u ld   h a v e   c u t   o u t  m y   to n g u e   r a t h e r   th a n   h a v e s p o k e n   so  to   y o u . 

I   a m   a  le p e r— a  w i l d   bea st. 

T e n  

th o u s a n d   tim e s   o v e r,  I   c ra v e   y o u r   p a rd o n .” 

I v y   g a z e d   a t  h im ,  th u n d e r s tr u c k . 

I n   h e r  in n o ce n c e , 

she  h a r d ly   k n e w   w h a t  th e   m a n   e ve n   m e a n t. 

B u t   she 

s a w  h e r ro m a n c e   h a d   to p p le d  o v e r  to   it s  base, a n d  s h a tte re d it s e lf   to   n o t h in g . 

S lo w ly   she  rose,  a n d   to o k   h is   h a n d  

across  th e   ro c k s   to   s te a d y   h e r. 

T h e y   re ach ed   th e   tr a c k
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in   s ile n ce . 

A s   th e y   g a in e d   i t ,   th e   A b b e   ra is e d   h is   h a t f o r   th e   la s t  tim e ,  a n d   tu r n e d   a w a y   b it t e r l y , l i e   to o k  

th e   p a th   to   th e   r ig h t . 

O b e d ie n t  to   h is   g e s tu re ,  I v y   w e n t 

to   th e   le ft. 

B a c k   to   th e   h o te l  sho  w e n t,  lin g e r in g ,   w it h  

a  h e a rt  lik e   a   sto n e,  lo c k e d   h e rs e lf  u p   in   h e r  o w n   ro o m , a n d   c rie d   lo n g   and  s ile n t ly . 

B u t   as  f o r   G u y   do  K e rm a d e c ,  a ll   on   lir e   w i t h   h is re m o rs e ,  lie   w a lk e d   fa s t  a lo n g   th e   seashore,  o v e r  th o ja g g e d   ro c k   p a th ,  to w a r d   th e   to w n   o f  A n tib e s . 

T h r o u g h   th o   n a r r o w   s tre e ts   o f  th o   o ld   c i t y   he  m a d e   h is w a y ,  lik e   a  b lin d   m a n ,  to   th e   house  o f   a  p rie s t  w h o m   ho k n e w .  I l i s   h e a rt w a s   s e e th in g   n o w  w it h   re g r e t  a n d   sham e a n d   h o rr o r . 

W h a t   v ile   t h i n g   w a s  t h is   w h e r e w it h   ho,  a 

p r ie s t  o f  G o d ,  had  v e n tu re d   to   a ffr o n t  th o   p u re   in n o ce n c e o f  a  m a id e n   ? 

W h a t  u u c h a s tity   h a d   he   fo rc e d   on   th o  

c h a s te   eyes  o f   g ir lh o o d  ? 

I v y   h a d   s tr u c k   h im   d u m b   b y  

h e r  v e r y   fre e d o m   fro m   a ll  g u ile . 

A n d   i t   w a s   sho,  th e  

h e re tic ,  fo r   w h o se   s o u l  he  h a d   w r e s tle d   in   p ra y e r  w it h O u r  L a d y ,  w h o   h a d   b r o u g h t  h im   b a c k   w i t h   a  b o u n d   to th o   consciousness  o f   s in ,  a n d   th o   k n o w le d g e   o f   p u r it y , fro m   th e   v e r y   b r in k   o f  a  p re c ip ic e . 

H e   k n o c k e d   a t  th o   d o o r  o f   h is   f r ie n d ’s  house  lik e   a m o ra l  le p e r. 

H is   b r o th e r   p r ie s t  re c e iv e d   h im   k i n d l y . 

G u y   do 

K e rm a d e c   w a s   p a le ,  b u t   h is   m a n n e r  w a s   w i ld ,   lik o   ono m a d   w 'ith   fre n z y . 

“ M o n   p o re ,”   ho   s a id   s t r a ig h t   o u t, 

“   I   h a v e   com e  to   confess,  in   a rticu lo  m ortis.  

I   fe e l  I   s h a ll 

d ie   to - n ig h t . 

I   h a ve   a  w a r n in g   fro m   O u r  L a d y . 

I   a sk 

y o u   f o r   a b s o lu tio n , a  b le s s in g , th e   h o ly  s a c ra m e n t,  e x tre m e u n c tio n . 

I f   y o u   re .  ise  th e m ,  I   d ie . 

G iv e   m o  G o d   a t 

y o u r   p e r il. " 

T h e   e ld e r  p r ie s t  h e s ita te d . 

H o w   c o u ld   lie   g iv e   th e  

h o s t  o th e r w is e   th a n   to   a  p e rs o n   fa s tin g ?   H o w  a d m in is te r e x tro m e   u n c tio n   s a ve   to   a  d y in g   m a n ? 

B u t   G u y   dc 

K e rm a d e c ,  in   h is   f ie r y   h a s te ,  o v e rb o re   a l l   s c ru p u lo u s e c c le s ia s tic a l  o b je c tio n s . 

H e    was  a  d y in g   m a n ,  ho   c rie d   :
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O u r   L a d y ’s  o w n   w a r n in g   w a s   s u r e ly   m o re   c e r ta in   th a n th e   guoss  o r  c o n je c tu re   o f   a  m e re   e a r t h ly   d o c to r.  T h e v ia t ic u m   he   d e m a n d e d ,  a n d   th e   v ia t ic u m   ho  m u s t  h a v e . 

1 To  w as  to   d ie   t h a t   n ig h t. 

ITe  k n o w   i t . 

ITo  w a s  s u re  

o f   it . 

T ie   k n e lt   d o w n   a n d   confessed. 

l i e   w o u ld   b ro o k   n o  

re fu s a l. 

T h o   c o u n tr y   p rie s t,  a ll  am azed ,  s a t  a n d   lis te n e d to   h im ,  b re a th le s s .  O nce  o r  tw ic e   lie   d r e w   h is   s le e k   h a n d o v e r  h is   f u l l   f a t   face   d o u b t f u lly . 

T h e   s tra n g e   t h in g s   t h is  

h o t   B re to n   s a id   to   h im   w o ro   b e y o n d   h is   c o m p re h e n s io n . 

T h e y   s p o k e   d iffe r e n t  la n g u a g e s . 

H o w   c o u ld   ho,  g oo d  

e asy  so u l,  w i t h   h is   c u t-a n d -d rie d   th e o lo g y ,  fa th o m   th o t io r y   d e p th s   o f   t h a t   v o lc a n ic   b osom  ?  H o   n u rs e d   h is   c h in in   suspense,  a n d   m a rv e lle d . 

O th e r   p rie s ts   h a d   g on e  

a s tra y .  W h y  t h is  w i l d   fe v e r o f  re p e n ta n c e  ?  O th e r w o m e n h a d   bee n   te m p te d . 

W h y   t h is   p a s s io n a te   te n d e rn e s s   fo r  

th o   s e n s ib ilitie s   o f  a  m e re   E n g lis h   h e re tic ?   O th e r   g ir ls h a d   s in n e d   o u t r ig h t . 

W h y   t h is   h o r r o r   a t  th e   h a rm   d on o  

to   h o i  in   in t e n t io n   o n ly ? 

B u t   to   G u y   do  K e rm a d e c   h im s e lf   i t   w as  a  c rim e   o f Irse -m a jcs lc  a g a in s t   a   y o u n g   g i r l ’ s  p u r i t y . 

A   c rim e   w h o so  

v e r y   n a tu r e   i t   w o u ld   be  c r im in a l  to   e x p la in   to   h e r. 

A  

c rim e   t h a t   he  c o u ld   o n ly   a to n e   w i t h   h is   lif e . 

A p o lo g y  

w a s   im p o s s ib le . 

E x p la n a tio n   w a s   tre a s o n . 

N o t h in g  

re m a in e d   fo r   i t   n o w   b u t   th e   one  re s o u rc e   o f  sile n ce . 

I n   an   o r g y   o f  p e n ite n c e ,  th e   y o u n g   p r ie s t  confessed, a n d   re c e iv e d   a b s o lu tio n  :  he   to o k   th e  v ia t ic u m ,  t r e m b lin g  : ho   o b ta in e d   e x tre m e   u n c tio n .  T h e n , w i t h   a  t e r r ib le   l i g h t in   h is   eyes,  h e   w e n t  in to   a  s ta tio n o r ’s  sho p,  a n d   in   t r e m u lo u s   lin e s   w ro te   a  n o te ,  w h ic h   ho  p o s te d   to   I v y . 

“   T r c s   c h o re   d a m e ,”   i t   s a id   s im p ly ,  “  y o u   w i l l   see  m e n o   m o re . 

T h is   m o r n in g ,  I   o ffe re d ,  h a l f   u n a w a re s ,  a  v e r y g re a t  w ro n g   to   y o u . 

Y o u r   o w n   w o rd s ,  a n d   O u r  L a d y ’s 

in t e r v e n tio n , b r o u g h t   m e  b a c k   to   m y s e lf.  T h a n k   H e a v e n , i t   w a s  in   tim e . 

I   m ig h t   h a v e   w ro n g e d   y o u   m o re . 

M y
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la s t  p ra y e rs   a re   fo r   y o u r   p u re   soul. 

P ra y   f o r   m in e ,  a n d  

fo r g iv e   m e. 

“  A d ie u ! 

“ G u y   dk  K k u iia d k c .” 

A f t e r   th a t,  h o   s tro d e   o u t  to   th e   C apo  once  m o re . 

I t  

w a s   g r o w in g   d a r k   h y   th a t   tim e ,  fo r   ho  w a s   lo n g   a t A n tib e s . 

H e   w a lk e d   w i t h   f ie r y   eagorness  to   th o   edg o   o f  

th o   c liff,  w h e re   h o   h a d   s a t  w it h   j o y   t h a t   m o r n in g — w h e re h o   h ad  s a t  b e fo re   so  o fte n . 

T h o   b r i n k   o f  th o   ro c k s   w as 

w e t  w i t h   s a lt  s p ra y , v e r y   s m o o th   a n d   s lip p e r y .  T h o   A b b e s to o d   u p , a n d   lo o k e d   o v e r  a t  th o   b la c k  w a te r.  T h o   C h u rc h m a ke s  s u ic id e   a  s in ,  a n d   he  w o u ld   o b e y  th o   C h u rc h . 

B u t   n o   c a n o n   p re v e n ts   o ne  fr o m   le a n in g   o v e r  th o   edgo o f   a  c liff ,   to   a d m ire   th o   d a r k   w a v e s . 

T h e y   r o lle d   in  

w i t h   a  th u d ,  a n d   b ro k e   in   s he ets  o f   w h it e   s p r a y   a g a in s t th e   h o n e y c o m b e d   base  o f   th o   ro c k ,  in v is ib le   b e n e a th h im . 

“ S i  d e x tr a   tu a   t i b i   o ffe n d e r it,”   th e y   s a id ,  in   t h e ir   lo n g s lo w   c h a n t— “ s i  d e x tr a   tu a   t i b i   o ffe n d e r it.” 

I f  t h y   r i g h t  

h a n d   o ffe n d   th e e ,  c u t   i t   o ff. 

A n d   I v y   w a s   d e a re r  to   h im  

th a n   h is   o w n   r i g h t   h a n d . 

Y e t   n o t  f o r   t h a t,  oh,  M a r y , 

S ta r  o f  th e   Sea,  n o t  f o r   t h a t ;   n o r   y e t  f o r   h is   o w n   s a lv a t i o n ; — le t   h im   b u r n ,  i f   n e e d   w e re ,  in   n e th e rm o s t  h e ll,  to a to n e   t h is   e r r o r — b u t   fo r   t h a t   p u ro   m a id ’s  sake,  a n d   f o r th e   c ru e l  w r o n g   lie   h a d   p u t   u p o n   h e r. 

“   O h ,  O u r  L a d y  

o f  th e   S eve n   S o rro w s ,"  h e   c rie d ,  w r in g in g   h is   h a n d s   in h is   a g o n y ,  “  w h o   w e r t   a  v i r g i n   th y s e lf,  h e lp   a n d   s u c c o u r t h is   v i r g i n   in   h e r  o w n   g re a t  s o rro w . 

T h o u   k n o w o s t  h e r  

in n o ce n c e ,  h e r  g u ile le s s n e s s ,  h e r  s im p lic it y ,   a n d   th e   h a rm b e y o n d   h e a lin g   t h a t   1  w r o u g h t   h e r   u n a w a re s . 

O h ,  b lo t 

i t   o u t o f  h e r  p u ro  w h it e  s o u l a n d   b le ss  h e r.  T h o u   k n o w e s t t h a t   fo r  h e r  sake  a lo u o ,  a n d   to   u n d o   t h is   s in   to   h e r,  I s ta n d   h e re   to - n ig h t ,   o n   th o   b r in k   o f  th o   p re c ip ic e .  Q u e en o f  th o   W a v e s ,  O u r  L a d y   o f   th e   L o o k - o u t,  i f   th e   s a c rific e please  thee,  ta k e   m e   th u s   to   th in e   o w n   bosom . 

L e t   t h y
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b illo w s   ris o   u p   a n d   b lo t   o u t  m y   b la c k   s in . 

O h ,  M a r y , 

h e a r  m o ! 

 S te lla   m a rls,  a d e s t o l ” 

I I o   s to o d   th e re   f o r   h o u rs ,  g r o w in g   c o ld e r  a n d   s tiffe r . 

I t   w a s   q u it e   d a r k   n o w ,  a n d   th o   sea  w a s   ris in g . 

Y e t  

s t i l l   he   p ra y e d   o n ,  a n d   s t i l l   th o   s p ra y   d ashe d   u p w a r d . 

A t   la s t,  as  he   p ra y e d   in   th e   d im   n ig h t ,   e re c t,  w i t h   b a re h e a d ,  a  g r e a t  w a v e   b ro k e   h ig h e r   th a n   e v e r  o v e r  th e   ro c k s b e lo w   h im . 

A V ith   a  fie rc e   jo y ,   G u y   do  K c rm a d e c   f e l t   i t t h r i l l   th r o u g h   th o   th ic k n e s s   o f   th o   c l i f f :   th e n   i t   rose  in a  h ead,  a n d   b u r s t  u p o n   h im   w it h   a  ro a r   lik e   th o   n oise   o f th u n d e r . 

l i e   lo s t  h is   fo o tin g ,  a n d   f e ll,   c lu t c h in g   a t  th o ja g g e d   p in n a c le s   f o r   s u p p o rt,  in t o   th e   deep  tr o u g h   b e lo w . 

T h e r e ,  th o   b illo w s   c a u g h t  h im   u p ,  a n d   p o u n d e d   h im   o n th e   s h a rp   c ra g s . 

T h a n k   H e a v e n   fo r   t h a t   m e rc y   ! 

O u r  

L a d y   h a d   h e a rd   h is   la s t  p ra y e r. 

M a r y ,  f u l l   o f  g ra c e ,  h a d  

h e c n   pleased  to   s u c c o u r  h im .  W i t h   a  p e n a n ce   o f   b lo o d , fro m   to r n   h a n d s   a n d   fe e t, w a s he   e x p ia tin g   h is  s in   a g a in s t H e a v e n   a n d   a g a in s t  I v y . 

N e x t  m o rn in g ,  th o    d ouanier,   p a c in g   th e   s h o re   a lo n e , s a w   a  dead  b o d y   e n ta n g le d   a m o n g   th o   s h a rp   ro c k s   b y th e   p re c ip ic e . 

C lim b in g   d o w n   on   h a n d s   a n d   k n e e s ,  he  

lis h e d   i t   o u t  w i t h   d if f ic u lt y ,   a n d   ra n   to   fe tc h   a  g e n d a rm e . 

T h e   face  w a s   b e a te n   to   a  j e l l y ,   p a s t  a ll   r e c o g n itio n ,  a n d th o   b o d y   w a s   m a n g le d   in   a  h id e o u s   fa s h io n . 

B u t   i t   w o re  

a  r e n t    soutane,   a ll  in   rib b o n s   on   th e   r o c k s ;  a n d   th e   le f t t h i r d   f in g e r   b o ro   a  s ig n e t- r in g   w i t h   a  c o a t  o f  a rm s   a n d th e   m o tto ,  “  F o y   d ’ u n   K c rm a d e c .” 

I v y   is   s t i l l   u n w e d .  N o   eye  b u t   h e rs   has  e v e r  seen  G u y do  K e rm a d e c ’s  la s t  le tte r . 
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C la u d e   T v ace  w a s   th e   t a lle s t  a n d   h a n d s o m e s t  m a n   o f m y   tim e   a t  H a r v a r d . 

A n d   w h e n   I   saw   h im   w a lk in g   one 

d a y   w i t h   E ls ie   M a rp le   t h r o u g h   th e   c o lle g e   a v e n u e ,  I   f e lt r e a lly   a n d   t r u l y   je a lo u s   a b o u t  E ls ie . 

T h o s e   w e re   th e   d e a r  o ld   d a y s   b e fo re   th e   w a r,  a n d P ro fe s s o r  M a rp le   th e n   t a u g h t   G re e k   to   fre s h m e n   a n d s o p h o m o re s   in   C a m b rid g e   le c tu re - h a lls .  E ls ie   w a s   s t i l l th e   b e lle   o f   C a m b rid g e ,  a n d   I   w a s   E ls ie ’s  fa v o u re d   a d m ir e r . 

H u t   th a t   a fte rn o o n ,  w h e n   I   m e t  E ls ie   a  l i t t l e la te r ,  a lo n e ,  b y   th e   o ld   L a w   S c h o o l,  n e a r  th e   A g a s s iz M u s e u m , I   w a s  h a lf   a n g r y   w i t h   h e r   f o r   t a lk in g   to   T y a c k . 

S he   b lu s h e d   as  I   cam e  u p ,  a n d   I   p u t   th e   w r o n g   in t e r p r e - *  

la tio n   o n   h e r  b lu s h e s . 

“ E ls ie ,”   I   s a id ,  f o r   1  c a lle d   h e r 

e v e n   th e n   b y   h e r  C h r is tia n   n a m e ,  “  t h a t   f e llo w   C la u d e ’s been  h e re   w a lk in g   w i t h   y o u  ! ” 

S he   lo o k e d   m o  f u l l  in   th e   face  w i t h   h e r  b ig   b ro w n   eyes, a n d   a n s w e re d   s o f t ly ,   “ H e   h as, W a ite r ,  a n d   I ’ m   v e r y   s o r r y f o r   h im .” 

“  S o r ry   f o r   h i m !  ”   I   c rie d ,  s o m e w h a t  h o t  in   th e   face. 

“   W h y   s o r r y   ?  W h a t ’s  he   bee n   d o in g   o r  s a y in g   t h a t   y o u s h o u ld   be  s o r r y   f o r  ? ” 

I   spo ke   r o u g h ly ,  I   s up po se. 

I   w a s   y o u n g ,  a n d   I   w a s 

a n g ry .  E ls ie   tu r n e d   h e r  b ig   b r o w n   eyes  u p o n   m e  once
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m o re   a n d   s a id   o n ly ,  “ I ’ m    very  s o r r y   f o r   h im . 

P o o r,  p o o r 

f o llo w  ! 

I ’m   v e r y   s o rry ."’

“ E ls ie ,”   I   a n s w e re d ,  “ y o u ’ v e   n o   r i g h t   to   s p e a k   so a b o u t  a n y   o th e r   fo llo w . 

T y a c k ’s  b ee n   m a k in g   lo v e   to  

y o u . 

I ’m   su re   o f   th a t. 

W h y   d id   y o u   lo t   h im ?   Y o u ’ re  

m in e   n o w ,  a n d   I   c la im   th e   w h o le   o f  y o n .” 

T o   m y   g re a t  s u rp ris e ,  E ls ie   s u d d e n ly   b u r s t  in t o   te a rs , a n d   w a lk e d   a w a y   w it h o u t   a n s w e rin g   m o  a n y t h in g . 

I  

w a s  h o t  a n d   u n c o m fo rta b le ,  b u t   I   le t   h e r  go. 

I   d id n ’ t  

o v e n   t r y   in   a n y   w a y   to   s to p   h e r  o r  a sk  h e r   w h y   she s h o u ld   c r y   so  s tr a n g e ly . 

I   o n ly   k n e w ,  lik e   a  fo o lis h   b o y  

as  I   w a s ,  t h a t   m y   h e a rt  w a s   f u l l   o f  w r a th   a n d   re s e n tm e n t a g a in s t  T y a c k . 

T h a t   e v e n in g   I   m e t  h im   a g a in   in   th o   d in in g - h a ll— th e o ld   b a ll  o n   th o   c o lle g e   scpiaro  t h a t   p re c e d e d   th o   b ig m e m o r ia l  b u ild in g   w e   o f   th e   H a r v a r d   b rig a d e   set  u p lo n g   a fte rw a r d s   i n   h o n o u r  o f   th e   C o y s   w h o   fe ll  in   th e g r e a t  s tr u g g le . 

T  lo o k e d   a t  h im   a n g r ily   a n d   spo ke   a n g r ily . 

A f t e r   h a ll 

w o   w o n t  o u t  to g e th e r   in t o   th o   co o l  a ir . 

T y a c k   w as 

flu s h e d   a n d   s t i l l   a n g r ie r   th a n   I . 

“ Y o u   w a n t  to   t r iu m p h  

o v e r  m o,”   he   sa id   in   a  fie rc e   w a y ,  as  w j   re a c h e d   th o   d o o r. 

“  T h a t   is   m ean  a n d   u n g e n e ro u s . 

Y o u   m ig h t   do   b e tte r . 

I n   y o u r   p la c e   I   w o u ld   h a v e   m o re   m a g n a n im ity .” 

I   d id n ’ t   k n o w   w h a t  on   e a rth   he   m e a n t,  b u t   m y   h o t F r e n c h   b lo o d   b o ile d   u p   a t  o n ce — th e   P o n s a rd s   cam e  o v e r w i t h   th e   f ir s t   H u g u e n o t  re fu g e e s   in   th e    E v a n y ile   to   N e w E n g la n d — a n d   I   a n s w e re d   h a s t ily ,   “ N o   m a n   c a lls   m e m e a n   f o r   n o th in g . 

P lo w   fo llo w s   w o rd   w it h   m e n   o f   m y  

s o r t,  T y a c k . 

I n s u l t   m o  a g a in , a n d   y o u   k n o w   w h a t   y o u ’ l l g o t  fo r   i t . ” 

“  Y o n   a re   a  fo o l  a n d   a  c o w a rd ,”   ho   c r ie d   t h r o u g h   h is c le n c h e d   te e th . 

“ N o   g e n tle m a n   w o u ld   so  t r e a t   a  c o n q u e re d   r iv a l. 

I s n ’ t   i t   e n o u g h   t h a t   y o u   h a v e   b e a te n   m o a n d   c r u s h o l  m e ?   N e e d   y o u   d an ce   u p o n   m e   a n d   k ic k   m y corpse   a fte rw a r d s  ? ” 
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I   d o n 't   k n o w   w h a t  I   a n s w ' re d   b a c k .  I   fa ile d   to   u n d e rs ta n d   h im   s t i l l ,   b u t   J  sa w   lie   w a s  fu r io u s ,  a n d   1  o n ly   f e lt th e   a n g r ie r   f o r   t h a t ;   b u t  I  s tr u c k   h im   in   th e   face,  a n d I   to ld   h im   i f   ho   w is h e d   i t   to   bo  ope n   w a r,  w a r   i t   s h o u ld bo  w i t h   no   q u a rte r . 

I   c o u ld   h a r d ly   b e lie v e   m y   eyes  w h e n   ho   d r e w   h im s e lf u p   to   h is   f u l l   h e ig h t   a n d  w it h o u t   u t t e r in g   a  w o r d   s ta lk e d h a u g h t ily   o ff,  h is   face  p u r p le   w i t h   s u p p re s s e d   w r a th ,   a n d h is   lip s   q u iv e r in g ,  b u t   s e lf-c o n tro lle d   a n d   o u t w a r d ly   c a lm in   h is   g a it   a n d   m o v e m e n t.  I   t h o u g h t   ho  m u s t  be  g o in g lo   c h a lle n g e   m o — in   th o s e   d a y s   d u e llin g   w a s  n o t  y e t u t t e r l y   dead  e ve n   in   th e   N o r t h — a n d   I   w a ite d   f o r   h is n o t* ’ w i t h   some  e a g e rn e ss ;  b u t  n o   c h a lle n g e   e v e r  cam e. 

I  n e v e r  s a w   C la u d e   T y a o k   a g a in   t i l l   I   m e t  h im   in   th e S econd  C o n n e c tic u t  r e g im e n t,  j u s t   b e fo re   th e   b a t t le   o f C h a tta w a u g a . 

L a to   t h a t   n ig h t   I   w e n t   ro u n d   to   th e   M a rp le s ’,  t r e m b lin g  w i t h  e x c ite m e n t, a n d  a fte r  o u r easy  A m e ric a n   fa s h io n a sk e d   a t   th e   d o o r  to   see  M is s   E ls ie . 

E ls io   c am e   d o w n   to  

m e   a lo n o   in   th e   d in in g - r o o m ;   h e r  eyes  w e re   s t i l l   a  l i t t l e s w o lle n   w i t h   c r y in g ,   b u t   sho  lo o k e d   o ve n   lo v e lie r   a n d g e n tle r   th a n   e ve r. 

I   a sk e d   h e r  w h a t   h a d   passed  b e tw e e n  

h e r  a n d   T y a c k ,  a n d   she  t o ld   m e  in   s im p lo   w o rd s   a  s to r y t h a t ,   a n g r y   as  I   w as,  s e n t  a  t h r i l l   o f   r e g r e t  a n d   re m o rs e th r o u g h   m y   in m o s t  b e in g . 

T y a c k   h a d   com e  u p   to   h e r 

t h a t   a fte rn o o n   in   th e   e lm   a ve n u e ,  she  s a id ,  a n d   a ft e r g e n tly   le a d in g   u p   to   i t   b y   h a lf- h in ts ,  w h o so   m e a n in g   sho n o v e r  p e rc e iv e d   t i l l   a fte rw a r d s ,  h a d   s u rp ris e d   h e r  a t  la s t b y   a s k in g   h e r  o u t r ig h t   to   bo  h is   w ife   a n d   m a k e   h im h a p p y   f o r   e v e r  a n d   e v e r. 

E ls io   w a s   so  b re a th le s s   a t  t h is  

u n e x p e c te d   d e c la r a tio n   th a t  sho  h a d   n o t  e ve n   p rese nce o f  m in d   to   t e ll  h im   a t  once  o f  o u r   v i r t u a l   e n g a g e m e n t; a n d   T y a c k   s e e in g   h e r  h e s ita te   a n d   te m p o riz e ,  w e n t  on b e g g in g   h e r  in   th e   p ro fo u n d e s t  te rm s   o f   lo v e   a n d   a ffe c tio n ,  t i l l   h e r  w o m a n ’s  h e a r t  w a s   to u c h e d   w i t h   p it y .   “ H e said  he  c o u ld   n e v e r  k n o w   a n o th e r  h a p p y   m o m e n t,”   sho I
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w h is p e re d ,  “ u n le s s   I   w o u ld   h a v e   h im ,  W a lt e r ;   a n d   as lie   s a id   i t   I  k n o w   l>y  h is   eyes  h o   r e a lly   m e a n t  i t . ” 

“ A n d   w h a t   d id   y o u   a n s w e r ? ”   I   a sk e d ,  in   a n   a g o n y   o f d o u b t,  m y   h e a r t  m is g iv in g   m o  fo r  m y  a n g e r  t h a t   o v o n in g . 

“  I   s a id   to   h im ,   ‘ O h ,  M r .  T y a c k ,  I   k n o w   y o u   m e a n   i t , a n d   i f   i t   w e re n ’ t   t h a t   I   lo v o   W a lt e r   I ’o n s a rd   w it h   a ll  m y s o u l,  I   t h i n k   o u t  o f   v e r y   p i t y   I   s h o u ld   h a v o   to   m a r r y y o u . ’  ” 

“ Y o u   s a id   t h a t , ”   I   c rie d ,  th o   d e v il  w i t h i n   m o  g e t t in g th o   b e tto r   o f  m o   f o r   a  m o m e n t. 

“ Y e s ,  W a lte r ,  I   said   th a t. 

A n d   M r .  T y a c k   g a v e   a 

s o r t  o f  lo w ,  s u p p re s s e d ,  s o b b in g   c r y ,  lik o   a  m a n   w h o so h e a rt  is   t h r u s t   t h r o u g h ,   T  s h o u ld   t h in k ,   a n d   p ressed   h is tw o   h a n d s   h a rd   u p o n   h is   b o so m   a n d   s ta g g e re d   a w a y   as i f   I  h a d   s h o t  h im . ” 

“ E ls ie ,”   I   s a id ,  t a k in g   h e r  w h it e   h a n d   in   m in e   in   a  l i t o f  re m o rs e ,  “  I   u n d e r s ta n d   i t   a ll  n o w . 

I   h o p e   to   H e a v e n  

w e   h a v e n ’ t,  b e tw e e n   u s ,  s e n t  t h a t   m a n   T y a c k   to   b lo w h is   b ra in s   o u t,  o r ju m p   in t o   th e   r iv e r . ” 

W h e n   T  g o t  b a c k   to   m y   ro o m s   a t  a  l i t t l e   p a s t  m id n ig h t I  fo u n d   a  n o te   l y i n g   o n   m y   ta b le . 

I   to o k   i t   u p   a n d   re a d  

i t   e a g e rly . 

T h is   is   w h a t   i t   s a id —

“  W a l t e r   P o nsaud, 

“ Y o u   h a v e   tre a te d   m o  b r u t a lly . 

N o   h o n o u ra b le  

m a n   w o u ld   a c t  as  y o u   h a v o   d one. 

Y e t,  f o r   h e r  sake , 

1  r e fr a in   fro m   r e t u r n in g   th e   b lo w   y o u   g a v e   m e. 

B u t  

w h e n e v e r  m y   o w n   t u r n   com es,  w it h o u t   h u r t i n g   h e r,  t r u s t m e ,  y o u   w i l l   fin d   y o u   h a v o   p ro v o k e d   a  d a n g e ro u s   e n e m y . 

“ C l a u d e   T yack.” 

I   b re a th e d   fre e r. 

T h e n   ho  w o u ld   n o t  k i l l   h im s e lf. 

I  

d id n ’ t   m in d   h is   t h r e a t   o f   ve n g e a n c e ,  b u t   1  s h o u ld   h a vo b oo n   s o r r y   to   b o a r  th o   g u i l t   o f   h is   b lo o d   u p o n   m o. 

N e x t  m o r n in g ,  T y a c k   h a d   g o n e   fro m   C a m b rid g e ,  a n d n o b o d y   k n e w   w h e re   h o   h a d   b e ta k e n   h im s e lf. 

[image: Image 255]

[image: Image 256]

 CLAUDE  TYA C K 'S   flit DEAL. 

lift

IJ. 

lie  lo ro   C h a tta w a u g a ,  I   w a s   p a s s in g   th r o u g h   c a m p ,  in m y   u n ifo r m   as  a  s e rg e a n t  in   th o   H a r v a r d   b a t t a lio n   o f   th e T h ir d   M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  w h e n   I   s a w   an  o r d e r ly   c o in in g   fro m l l o l d i t c h ’s  r e g im e n t,  w it h   a  n o te   fo r   th o   g e n e ra l  fro m C o lo n e l  IF o ld itc h . 

H o   w o re   th o   g r e y   s tu ff,  w i t h   b lu e  

fa c in g ,  o f   th o   S econd  C o n n e c tic u t. 

W e   re c o g n iz e d   each 

o th e r  a t  th e   f ir s t   g la n c e . 

I t   w a s   C la u d e   T y a e k . 

E v e r y b o d y   in   th o   N o r th   v o lu n te e re d   in   th o s e   d a y s ,  a n d son ic  o f  us  w h o   v o lu n te e re d   roso  fa s t  to   be  fie ld   o ffic e rs , w h ile   o th e rs   o f   u s ,  e q u a lly   w e ll  b o rn   a n d   b re d ,  re m a in e d in   th o   ra n k s   fo r   m o n th s   to g e th e r. 

T y a e k   a n d   I   w e re  

a m o n g   th e   re s id u u m . 

l i e   g la n c e d   a t  m o  c u r t l y   a n d  

passed  on. 

I   s o m e h o w   fe lt,  I   d o n ’ t   k n o w   w h y ,  t h a t   th e h o u r  o f   h is   re v e n g e   c o u ld   n o t  be  f a r   d is ta n t. 

I   s a t  d o w n   in   m y   t e n t   t h a t   n ig h t   a n d   w r o te   to   E ls ie . 

I t   w as  E ls ie   w h o   h a d   w is h e d   m e  to   v o lu n te e r . 

I   w r o te  

to   h e r  w h e n e v e r  a n   o cc a sio n   o ffe re d . 

A   m a il  w a s   g o in g  

t h a t   e v e n in g   fr o m   th e   fie ld . 

I   t o ld   h e r  a l l   a b o u t  th o  

e x p e c te d  b a ttlo ,  h u t  I   s a id   n e v e r a w o r d   a b o u t  p o o r  T y a e k . 

J u s t  as  w o   w e re   t u r n in g   in   f o r   th o   n ig h t ,   a  U n it e d S ta te s   m a il  w a s  d is t r ib u t e d   to   th e   d e ta c h m e n t.  I   o p e n e d m y   le t t e r   fro m   E ls ie   w i t h   t r e m b lin g   fin g o r s .  S he  w ro te , as  e ve r,  f u l l   o f   fe a rs   a n d   hopes. 

A   l i t t l e   p o s ts c r ip t 

e nd ed   th e   le tte r . 

“   I   h e a r,”   sho  s a id ,  “ t h a t   p o o r  C la u d e  

T y a e k   is   w i t h   y o u   in   B u r n s id e ’s  d iv is io n . 

I  s h a ll  n e v e r 

cease  to   bo  s o r ry   f o r   h im . 

I f   p o s s ib le ,  t r y   a n d   m a k e  

y o u r  q u a r r e l u p   b e fo re   th o  b a ttlo . 

I   c o u ld n ’ t   b e a r to   t h i n k  

he  m ig h t   be   k ille d ,   a n d   y o u   u n f o r g iv e n . ” 

I   s a t  lo n g   w i t h   th e   le t t e r   in   m y   h a n d . 

A   b a ttle   is   a 

v e r y   s e rio u s   t h in g . 

I f   T y a e k   h a d   been  th e re   in   th e  

t e n t   t h a t   e v e n in g   I   t h i n k   I   s h o u ld   h a v e   ta k e n   E ls ie ’s a d v ic e   a n d   m a de   i t   a l l   u p   w i t h   h im . 

A n d   th e n   t h in g s  

w o u ld   h a v e   been  v e r y   d iffe r e n t. 
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A s  I   s a t  th e re   m u s in g ,  w i t h   th o   le t t e r   s t i l l   in   m y lin g e rs ,  th e   d r u m   b o a t  s u d d e n ly ,  a n d   w o   h e a rd   th e   s ig n a l f o r   f o r m in g   b a tta lio n . 

I t   w a s   th o   n ig h t   s u r p r is e : 

W h o lo c k   a n d   B o n s e jo u r  w o re   u p o n   u s  s u d d e n ly . 

E v e r y b o d y   k n o w s   w h a t   C h a tta w a u g a   w as  lik e . 

W o  

fo u g h t  h a rd ,  b u t   th o   c irc u m s ta n c e s   w o ro   a g a in s t  th o H a r v a r d   b a tta lio n . 

T h o u g h   B u r n s id e   h e ld   h is   o w n   in  

th e   c e n tre ,  to   bo  s u re ,  th o   r i g h t   w in g   h a d   a  b ad  tim e   o f i t ;   a n d   s e v e n ty - tw o   o f   us  H a r v a r d   B o y s   w o ro   ta k e n p ris o n e rs .  I   a m   n o t  w r i t i n g   a  h is t o r y   o f  th o   w a r — I  le a v e t h a t   to    H a rp e r's   a n d   th o    C en tu ry — so  I   s h a ll  o n ly   sa y, w it h o u t   a tt e m p t in g   to   e x p la in   i t ,   t h a t   w o   w o ro   m a rc h e d o ff   a t  o n ce   to   B o n s o jo u r’s  re a r,  a n d   s e n t  b y   t r a in   n e x t d a y   lo   R ic h m o n d .  T h e r e   w o   re m a in e d   fo r   liv o   m o n th s , closo  p ris o n e rs ,  w it h o u t   one  w o r d   fro m   h om o ,  a n d ,  w h a t to   m o  w a s   ten   th o u s a n d   tim e s   w o rs e ,  w it h o u t   p o s s ib ilit y o f   c o m m u n ic a tin g   w i t h   E ls io . 

E ls ie ,  n o   d o u b t,  w o u ld  

t h i n k   I   w a s  d ea d. 

T h a t   t h o u g h t   a lo n o   w a s   a  p e rp e tu a l 

t o r t u r e   to   m e. 

W o u ld   T y a c k   ta k e   a d v a n ta g e   o f   m y   ab- 

senco ? 

E ls io   w a s   m in e  :  I   k n e w   I   c o u ld   t r u s t   h e r. 

A t   th o   e n d   o f  fiv e   m o n th s  th o   o th e r  m e n   w e re   re lea sed o n   p a ro le .  T lio y   o ffe re d   m o  th o   sam e  te rm s ,  b u t   I   re fu s e d to   a c c e p t  th e m . 

I t   seem ed  to   m e  a  q u e s tio n   o f  p r in c ip le . 

I   h a d   p le d g e d   m y   w o r d   a lr e a d y   to   f i g h t   to   th e   d e a th   fo r m y   c o u n tr y ,  a n d   I   c o u ld n ’ t   fo rs w e a r  m y s e lf  b y   m a k in g te rm s   w i t h   re b e ls . 

W e   o f   th e   o ld   N e w   E n g la n d   s to c k  

to o k   a  s e rio u s  v ie w  o f th e   w a r   a n d   it s   m e a n in g   :  w e  d id n ’ t lo o k   u p o n  i t   as  a  v a s t  n a tio n a l  a rm e d   p ic n ic   p a r t y .   E v e n f o r   E ls ie ’ s sake,  I   w o u ld   n o t  c o n s e n t to   p u rc h a s e   a  useless fre e d o m  b y  w h a t I  re g a rd e d   as  a  p u b lic   tre a c h e ry .  I   c o u ld n o t  h a v e   lo v e d   E ls ie   so  m u c h ,  “  lo v e d   I   n o t  h o n o u r m o re ,” 

as  th e   p o e t  o f  o u r   c o m m o n   c o u n t r y   p h ra s e s   i t . 

I   w a s   l e f t   th o   o n ly   p ris o n e r  i n   th o   o ld   b a rra c k s   in   C la y S tre e t,  R ic h m o n d ,  a n d   o f   c o u rs e   I   w a s   a c c o r d in g ly   b u t l i t t l e   g u a rd e d . 

A   fe w   w e e ks   la t e r   a n   o p p o r tu n it y   occ u r re d   f o r   m e   to   g e t  a w a y . 

A   w o u n d e d   s o ld ie r  fro m
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t lio   f r o n t ,   s t r u g g lin g   in   b y   h im s e lf   fro m   th o   e n tre n c h m e n ts ,  fa in te d   o p p o s ite   th e   C la y   S tre e t  B a rra c k s ,  a n d w a s   h a s t ily   b r o u g h t  in   a n d   p u t   to   bed  th e re ,  th e   h o s p ita l a c c o m m o d a tio n   in   th o   c i t y   b e in g   a lr e a d y   m o re   th a n o v e rc ro w d e d . 

I n   th e   d u s k   o f  e v e n in g   T  c o n v o y e d   h is  

c lo th e s   to   m y   o w n   ro o m ,  a n d   n e x t  d a y   I  p u t  th e m   o n, a  ta tte r e d   a n d   b lo o d s ta in e d   C o n fe d e ra te   u n if o r m . 

T h e n , 

h a v in g   s h a v e d   o ff  m y   h e a rd   w it h   a  p ie co   o f   h o o p -iro n , w e ll  s h a rp e n e d   a g a in s t  a  h o n e ,  I   passed  o u t   b o ld ly   b o fo ro th o   v e r y   eyes  o f   th o   lo u n g in g   s e n try ,  a n d   m ade  m y   w a y a cro ss  th e   s tre e ts   o f   th o   h a lf-b e le a g u o rc d   c ity .   I  w a ite d t i l l   n ig h t f a ll  in   th o   r o tu n d a   o f   th o   E x c h a n g e   H o t e l  in F r a n k lin   S tre e t,  w h e re   nu n   s a t a n d   s m o ke d   a n d   d is c u s s e d th e   n e w s ;  a n d   w h e n   th o   la m p s   b e g u n   to  bo  lig h t e d   a ro u n d th e   S ta te   C a p ito l,  I   s lu n k   o ff  a lo n g   th o   r iv e rs id e ,  so  as to   a v o id   b e in g   h a ile d   a n d   c h a lle n g e d   b y   th o   s e n trie s ,  w h o h e ld   a ll  th e  a p p ro a c h e s   fro m   th o  d ir e c tio n   o f  W a s h in g to n . 

I n   tho se   d a y s ,  I   n e e d   h a r d ly   say,  s tr o n g   lin e s   o f   e a r t h w o rk s   w e re   d r a w n   a ro u n d   R ic h m o n d   c it y   o n   th o   n o r t h , e ast,  a n d   w e s t,  w h e re   L e o   w a s   d e fe n d in g   i t ;  a n d   i t   w as o n ly   a lo n g   th o   r i v e r   s o u th w a r d   t h a t   a n y   ro a d   w a s   l e f t f a i r l y   o p e n   in t o   th e   c o u n tr y . 

I   w e n t  b y   th e   r iv e r   b a n k , 

th e re fo re ,  o n w a r d   a n d   o n w a r d ,  t i l l   th e   c it y   lig h t s   fa d e d s lo w ly   one  b y   one  in t o   th o   d a rk n e s s   b e h in d   m e.  I   passed a  fe w   s o ld ie rs   h e ro   a n d   th e re   o n   th e   ro a d ,  b u t   m y   C o n fe d e ra te   u n ifo r m   s u t lic ic n t ly   p ro te c te d   m e  fr o m   a n y   u n fa v o u ra b le   n o tic e . 

I f   a n y   o f   th e m   h a ile d   m o  w i t h   a 

“  H u llo ,   s t r a n g e r !  w h e re   a re   y o u   o ff  th is   t im e   o f   e v e n i n g ? ”   m y   a n s w e r  w a s   easy,  “ S t r a ig h t   fro m   th e   fr o n t . 

S ic k   le a v e . 

J u s t   d is c h a rg e d   fro m   h o s p ita l  in   L e e ’s 

d iv is io n .”   S o u th e rn   c h iv a lr y   n o d d e d   a n d   passed  on  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r   p a rle y . 

I   w as  g o in g ,  in   fa c t,  in   th o   w r o n g  

d ir e c tio n   f o r   m a n y   q u e s tio n s   to   bo  a sk e d   m o   in   p a s s in g . 

E v e r y b o d y  fro m   th o   S o u th   w a s   h u r r y i n g   u p   t o   th e   f r o n t : a  w o u n d e d   s o ld ie r ,  s tr a g g lin g   h o m e w a rd ,  a ttr a c te d   th e n b u t   l i t t l e   a tte n tio n . 
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I   w u lk o d   on  a m i  o n,  a lw a y s   a lo n g   th o   b a n k   o f  t lio   d a r k r iv e r ,   t i l l   I   h a d   u tm o s t  re a c h e d   th o   p o in t   w h e re   th e A p p o tn a to x   f a lls   in t o   th e   Ja m e s. 

I   w a n te d   to   re a c h   th o  

N o r th e r n   lin e s ,  a n d   to   g e t  to   th e m   1  m u s t  s o m e h o w   cross th e   r iv e r . 

I t   w a s   p it c h   d a rk   n o w ,  a  m o on less  n ig h t   in  

e a r ly   D e c e m b e r,  a n d   e v e n   in   V i r g i n i a   th e   w a te r   a t  t h a t season  w as  a lm o s t  ic e -c o ld   in   th e   t id a l  e s tu a ry . 

H u t  I  

k n e w   I  m u s t  s w im   it ,   so o n e r  o r  lu te r,  a n d   th o   soo ne r  I t r ie d   i t   th e   b e t t e r   w e re   m y   chances.  I   h a d   o a te n   n o th in g s in c e   le a v in g   th o   b a rra c k s ,  a n d   1  s h o u ld   p ro b u b ly   g e t n o t h in g   to   e a t  u n t i l   1  re a c h e d   B u rn s id e 's   a rm y . 

T o * 

n ig h t ,   th e re fo re ,  I   w as  c o m p a r a tiv e ly   s tr o n g   :  th o   lo n g e r I   d e la y e d ,  th e   w e a k e r  w o u ld   m y   m u sc le s   g r o w   w i t h h u n g e r. 

T o   lie   o u t  a ll  n ig h t   on   th o   g ro u n d   in   th o   c o ld is   n o t  th e   b e s t  w u y   o f   p r e p a r in g   one’s  s e lf f o r   s w im m in g a  m ile ’s  w id t h   o f   c h i l l y   r iv e r . 

B e sid e s,  I   w as  a lm o s t 

c e r ta in   to   bo  o b s e rv e d   in   th o   d a y tim e ,  a n d   s h o t  lik e   a d o g , b y   th o   one  s id e  as  a s p y , o r b y   th o   o th e r  as  a  d e s e rte r. 

M y   o n ly   ch a n ce   la y   in   t r y i n g   i t   b y   n ig h t ,   so  I   p lu n g e d in   b o ld ly   ju s t  as  1  fo u n d   m y s e lf. 

I   s h a ll  n e v e r  fo r g o t  t h a t   a w f u l  s w im   in   th o   dead  o f n ig h t   across  th e   t id a l  w a te r  o f   th o   J a m e s   l t i v o r . 

T h o  

s ta rs   w e re   s h in in g   d im l y   o v e rh e a d   th r o u g h   th e   v a lle y m is t,  a n d   b y   th o   a id   o f   th e   G r e a t  B e a r  ( f o r   1  d id   n o t k n o w   th e   p o le -s ta r  th e n )   I   s w a m   r o u g h ly   in   w h a t   1  to o k to   be  a  g e n e ra l  n o rth -e a s tw a rd   d ir e c tio n   to w a rd s   th o s h o re   o p p o s ite . 

I n   a  h u n d r e d   y a r d s   o r  so  th o   s o u th e rn  

b a n k   becam e  q u it e   in v is ib le ,   a n d   I   c o u ld   n o t  h o p e   to   see th e   n o r th e r n   u n t i l   I   h a d   com e  w i t h i n   a b o u t  th o   sam e d is ta n c e   o f   i t . 

A l l   th o   re s t  o f  th o   w a y   I   s w a m   b y   th e  

a id   o f  th o   s ta rs   a lo n e ,  so  f a r   as  g u id a n c o   o r  com pass  w e n t, a n d   t h is   c o m p e lle d   m o  to   kee p   m y   eyes  s t r a in in g   p r e t t y s te a d ily   u p w a r d ,  a n d   to   h o ld   m y   h ea d   in   a  m o s t  d if f ic u lt a n d   u n n a tu r a l  p o s itio n   o n   th o   s u rfa c e   o f   th e   w a te r. 

T h e  

ic e -c o ld   s tre a m   c h ille d   m y   fro z e n   lim b s ,  a n d   th e   g lo o m a n d   th e   s ile n c e   o v e ra w e d   a n d   a p p a lle d   me. 
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I   d o n 't   k n o w   h o w   lo n g   I   to o k   s w im m in g   a c ro s s ;  tim e in   s u c h   c irc u m s ta n c e s   c a n n o t  he  m e a s u re d   h y   m e re m in u te s . 

I   o n ly   k n o w   i t   seem ed  to   m o   th e n   n  w h o le  

e t e r n it y .   S tro k e   a f t e r   s tr o k e ,  I  s w a m   m e c h a n ic a lly   o n, e ao li  m o v e m e n t  o f   m y   t h ig h s   c o m in g   h a rd e r  a n d   h a rd e r. 

M y   tro u s e rs   im p e d e d   m y  m o v e m e n t  t e r r i b l y   ;  a n d   th o u g h 1  h a d   t h r o w n   o ff  m y   c o a t  o n   th e   f u r t h e r   b a n k ,  to   leave (lie   a rm s   fre e ,  th e   b o o ts   w h ic h   I   h a d   tie d   a ro u n d   m y n e c k   m ade  s w im m in g   m o re   d if f ic u lt ,   a n d   w e ig h te d   m y hea d   fro m   o b s e r v in g   m y   s ta r-g u id e s . 

S t i l l   I   w e n t  o n  a n d  

on   in   n  d o g g e d   fa s h io n ,  m y   lim b s   m o v in g   as  i f   b y c lo c k w o rk . 

I   m u s t  h a v e   b ee n   n e a r ly   th re e -q u a rte rs   o f 

th e   w a y   across  w h e n   I  becam e  a w a re   o f   a  n e w   t e r r o r u n e x p e c te d ly   c o n f r o n t in g   m e. 

M y   eyes  h a d   been  fix e d  

s te a d ily   u p o n   th e   s ta rs ,  so  I   h u d   n o t  n o tic e d   i t   b e fo r e ; a n d   th o   n oisele ss  w o r k in g   o f  th e   l i t t l e   s c re w   h a d   escaped m y   e a rs  e ve n   in   t h a t   g h a s t ly   s ile n c e . 

B u t,  c a s tin g   a 

h a s ty   g la n c e   d o w n   th e   r iv e r   s id e w a y s ,  I   n o tic e d   a ll   a t once,  w i t h   a  t h r i l l   o f   h o r r o r ,  t h a t   a  s m a ll  s te a m -la u n c h , m a k in g   u p -s tre a m ,  w a s   a lm o s t  u p o n   m e . 

I   k n e w   im m e d ia t e ly   w h a t sho  m u s t  b o — th e  la u n c h   o f  th o    Itapahannock, C o n fe d e ra te   iro n c la d , on   h e r w a y   u p   fr o m   C h e sa pe a ke  B a y to   th o   q u a y s   a t   R ic h m o n d . 

I   m u s t  liv o   i t   o u t,  to   g o t.b a c k   to   E ls ie . 

T h a t   w a s   th e  

one  t h o u g h t   t h a t   m ade  u p   m y   w h o lo   b e in g ,  as  I   la y   th e re m o tio n le s s ,  f lo a t in g   on   th o   s t i l l   w a te r ,  n u m b e d   w i t h   c o ld , a n d   h a l f  d e a d   w i t h   m y   e x e rtio n s . 

I   d a re d   n o t  m o v e   le s t  th e   la u n c h   s h o u ld   see,  b y   th o d a n c in g   re fle c tio n   o f   h e r  l i g h t   on   th o   r ip p le d   w a v e s   i m a de ,  th e re   w a s   s o m e th in g   a s t ir   a he ad ,  a n d   s h o u ld   g iv e m o  chase  a n d   c a p tu re   m e   as  a  d e s e rte r. 

I   flo a te d   l i k e   a 

lo g   on   th e   s ile n t   s u rfa c e ,  a n d   w a ite d   w i t h   u p tu r n e d   face a n d   closed   eyes  fo r   th e   la u n c h   to   pass  b y   m o — o r  ru n o v e r  m e. 

A s   I  flo a te d   I   h e a rd   h e r  s c re w   d ra w   n e a re r  a n d   n e a re r. 

I   w o n d e re d   w h e th e r  I   la y   d ir e c t  in   h e r  co u rse .  I f   so,  no
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h e lp   lo r   i t ;   sh e   m u s t  r u n   m e  d o w n .  I t   w a s  s a fe r  so  th a n to   s w im   a w a y   a n d   a t t r a c t   a tte n tio n . 

I   tu r n e d   m y  eyes s id o w a y s   a n d   o p e n e d   th e m   c a u tio u s ly as  th e   noise  cam e  close. 

I? y   h e a ve n s,  y e s ! 

Sho  w as 

h e a d in g   s t r a ig h t   fo r   m e ! 

A t   H a r v a r d   I   h a d   a lw a y s   bee n   a  g o o d   d iv e r. 

I   d iv e d  

n o w ,  n o is e le s s ly   a n d   im p e r c e p t ib ly ;   i t   w o u ld   a lm o s t  bo t r u e r   to   s a y ,  I   le t   m y s e lf   g o   u n d e r  w it h o u t   c o n s cio u s m o v e m e n t. 

T h e   w a te r   closed   a b o ve   m y   face  a t  once. 

I   seem ed  to   fe e l  s o m e th in g   g lid e   a b o v e   m e. 

I   w as  d im ly  

a w a re   o f   th e   re c o il  fro m   th e   s c re w . 

I   s h u t  m y   eyes  once 

m o re ,  a n d   h e ld   m y   b re a th   in   m y   f u l l   c h e s t.  N e x t   in s ta n t I   w a s   w h ir le d   b y   th e   a fte r - c u r r e n t  b a c k   to   th e   s u rfa c e   in th e   w a k e   o f  th e   s c re w ,  a n d   s a w   th e   w h it e   s ta rs   s t i l l s h in in g   abo ve   m e. 

“  S o m e th in g   b la c k   on   th o   w a t e r , ”   s h o u te d   a  v o ic e b e h in d .  “ O tte r ,  1  ta k e   i t ;   o r  m ig h t   be  a  n ig g e r,  co n tra b a n d   b o u n d   N o r th . 

W h ic h e v e r   i t   is ,  I ’ l l   h a v e   a  c o c k - 

sh o t  a t   i t ,   c a p ta in ,  a n y w a y .” 

I   d iv e d   a g a in   a t  th o   w o rd ,  h a l f   dead  w i t h   c o ld   a n d f e a r ;  a n d   e v e n   as  I   d iv e d   f e lt   r a t h e r   th a n   h e a rd   th e th u d   a n d   h is s   o f   a  r if le   b u lle t   r ic o c h e t t in g   o n   th e   w a te r , j u s t   a t  th e   v e r y   p o in t  w h e re   m y   hea d   h a d   re s te d   an in s t a n t   e a rlie r. 

“  O t t e r ! ”   th e   v o ic e   s a id   a g a in   as  I   re a c h e d   th o   su rfa c e , n u m b e d   a n d   b re a th le s s ,  m o re   dea d   th a n   a liv e ,  a n d   a fr a id to   le t   a n y t h in g   b u t   m y   m o u th   a n d   ears  ris e   a bo ve   th o b la c k   le v e l  o f  th e   w a te r. 

A n d   th e   s te a m -la u n c h   m o v e d  

s te a d ily   on  h e r  w a y   w it h o u t   w a it in g   to   ta k e   a n y   f u r t h e r n o tic e   o f  m e. 

T h o   d a n g e r  w a s   p a s t  once  m o re   f o r   th e   m o m e n t,  b u t I   w a s   to o   e x h a u s te d   t o   s w im   a n y   f u r t h e r ,   deadened  in m y   lim b s   w i t h   c o ld   as  I   w a s ,  a n d   c ra m p e d   w i t h   m y e x e rtio n s . 

I   c o u ld   o n ly   flo a t  face  u p w a r d   o n   m y   b a c k , 

a n d   soon  b e ca m e   a lm o s t  senseless  fro m   e x p o s u re .  E v e r y n o w   a n d   a g a in ,  in d e e d ,  consciousness  seem ed  to   r e t u r n

[image: Image 267]

[image: Image 268]

 CLAUDE  TYACK’S  ORDEAL.  

It! I

f i t f u l l y   f o r   a  m o m e n t,  a n d   I   .s tru c k   o u t  in   b lin d   e n e rg y w it h   m y   le g s,  I   k n e w   n o t  in   w h a t   d ir e c t io n ;   b u t   fo r  th e m o s t  p a r t   I   m e re ly   flo a te d   lik e   a  lo g   d o w n -s tre a m ,  a llo w in g   m y s e lf  to   be  c a r rie d   re s is tle s s ly   b e fo re   th e   s lu g g is h c u r re n t. 

A s   d a y   b ro k e   I   re v iv e d   a  l i t t l e . 

I   m u s t  th e n   h a v e  

been  a t  le a s t  th r e e   h o u rs   in   th e   ic e -c o ld   w a te r . 

I   s a w  

la n d   w i t h i n   a  h u n d re d   y a r d s  o f  m e.  W i t h   one  d e s p a irin g fin a l  e ffo rt,  I   k n o w   n o t  h o w ,  I   s tr u c k   o u t  w i t h   m y   le g s lik o   g a lv a n iz e d   lim b s ,  a n d   m a d e   fo r  i t — fo r  la n d   a n d E ls ie . 

W o u ld   F e d e ra l  p ic k e ts   be  g u a r d in g   th e   s h o re  ?  T h a t w a s   n o w   m y   n e x t  a n x ie ty . 

I f   so,  m y   d o o m   w a s   sealed. 

T h e y   w o u ld   c h a lle n g e   m e   a t  once,  a n d ,  as  1  c o u ld   n o t g iv e   th e   c o u n te rs ig n ,  w o u ld   s h o o t  m o   d o w n   w it h o u t   a t h o u g h t  o r  a  q u e s tio n   as  a  s p y   fro m   R ic h m o n d . 

F o r t u n a t e ly   th e   s h o re   w a s  h e re   u n g u a r d e d ;  b e lo w M it c h e ll’s  re d o u b t,  in d e e d ,  a tta c k   fro m   s o u th w a r d   w a s a lw a y s   h o ld   im p o s s ib le . 

I   d ra g g e d   m y s e lf o n   la n d ,  o v e r 

th e   m u d d y   t id a l  fla t,  a n d   fo u n d   m y s e lf   in   th e   m id s t  o f t h a t   t e r r ib le ,   d e s o la te ,  s w a m p y   re g io n   k n o w n   as  th e W ild e rn e s s ,  th e   scene  o f  th e   c h ie f   e a r ly   c o n flic ts   in   th e s tr u g g le   f o r   d is r u p tio n ,  a n d   o f  th e   b a ttle - fie ld s   w h e re L e e   a n d   S to n e w a ll  J a c k s o n   s to o d   a t  b a y   lik o   w o u n d e d tig e rs . 

W h e n   I   cam e  to   re a liz e   m y   a c tu a l  p li g h t   I   b e g a n   to fe e l  w h a t   a  fo o l  I   h a d   bee n   to   r u n   a w a y   fr o m   R ic h m o n d . 

I   s a t  th e re   o n   th e   b a n k ,  fro z e n   a n d   w e t,  d r ip p in g   fro m hea d   to   fo o t,  m y   soaked  b o o ts   h a n g in g   useless  ro u n d   m y n e c k ,  m y   b lo o d   c h ille d ,  m y   lim b s   s h iv e r in g ,  m y   h e a rt a lm o s t  dead,  a n d   y e t   w i t h   a  t e r r ib le   sense  o f   fe v e r  in   m y c o ld   lip s ,  a n d   a  fie rc e   th r o b b in g   in   m y   a c h in g   h ea d. 

I  

h a d   n o   fo o d ,  a n d   n o   c h a n c e   o f   g e t t in g   a n y . 

A r o u n d   me 

s tre tc h e d   t h a t   b ro k e n   m a rs h y   c o x rn try ,  a lt e r n a t in g   betw e e n   p in e   b a rre n s   a n d   s w a m p y   b o tto m s . 

S c o u ts   a n d  

p ic k e ts   h e ld   th e   c h ie f   p o in ts   e v e r y w h e r e :  to   s h o w
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m y s o lf  b e fo re   th e m   in   m y   w e t   a n d   ra g g e d   C o n fe d e ra te u n if o r m   w o u ld   bo  to   d r a w   fir e   a t  a  m o m e n t’ s  n o tic e . 

W h a t   to   d o   I   h a d   n o   c o n c e p tio n   :  I   m e re ly   s a t  th e re ,  m y h e a d   in   m y   h a n d s ,  a n d   w a ite d ,  a n d   w a ite d ,  a n d   w a ite d s t i l l ,   t i l l   t lio   s u n   w a s  h ig h   u p   in   th e   b la n k - b lu e   h ea ve ns. 

I   w o n ’ t   d e s o rib e   th e   e ig h t   d a y s   o f   speechless  a g o n y t h a t   fo llo w e d   in   th e   W ild e rn e s s . 

I   w a n d e re d   u p   a n d  

d o w n   th r o u g h   s c ru b  a n d   p in e -w o o d s ,  n o t d a r in g  a t  f ir s t   to s h o w   m y s e lf o p e n ly   ;  a n d   th e n ,  w h e n   h u n g e r   a n d   fa tig u e a t  la s t  c o n q u e re d   m y   fe a r,  n o t   k n o w in g   w h e re   to   lo o k f o r   th e   F e d e ra l  o u tp o s ts . 

N i g h t   a fte r   n ig h t   I   la y   u p o n  

th e   b a re   g ro u n d ,  in   th e   h ig h e s t  a n d   d r ie s t  p a r t   o f  th e w ild   p in e -b a rre n s ,  a n d   s a w   th e   c o ld   s ta rs   s h in in g   a b o ve , a n d   h e a rd   th e   w h ip - p o o r - w ill  s cre a m   s h r i l l   o v e rh e a d   in th e   t h ic k   d a rk n e s s . 

I t   w a s   a n   a w f u l  tim e   :  I   d a re   n o t 

t r u s t   m y s e lf  e ve n   n o w   to   re c a ll  i t   to o   v i v i d l y . 

I f   i t   h a d  

n o t  been  f o r   th e   w ild   p e rs im m o n   tre e s ,  in d e e d ,  I   m ig h t h a v e   s ta rv e d   in   t h a t   t e r r ib le   w e e k . 

B u t   l u c k i l y   th e  

p e rs im m o n s   w o re   v e r y   p le n t if u l  ;  a n d   th o u g h   a  m a n c a n ’ t   liv o   o n   th e m   f o r   e v e r  w i t h   a b s o lu te   c o m fo rt,  th e y w i l l   s e rv o   to   k e e p   b o d y   a n d   s o u l  to g e th e r   s o m e h o w   f o r   a lo n g e r   t im e   th a n   a n y   o th e r  w i l d   b e r r y   o r  f r u i t   I   k n o w   of. 

A t   la s t,  o n   th e   e ig h th   m o r n in g ,  as  I   la y   a sle ep   o n   th e g ro u n d ,  w e a rie d   a n d   fe v e ris h ,  I   f e l t   m y s e lf  r u d e ly   s h a k e n b y   a  ro u g h   h a n d ,  a n d ,  o p e n in g   m y   eyes  w i t h   a  s ta r t ,   sa w to   m y   j o y   th e   N o r th e r n   u n if o r m   on  th e   th r e e   m e n   w h o s to o d   a ro u n d   me. 

“   S p y  ! ”   th e   s e rg e a n t  s a id   b r ie f ly . 

“  T ie   h is   h a n d s , 

O ’G ra d y . 

L i f t   h im   u p . 

M a rc h   h im   b e fo re   y o u .” 

I   t o ld   th e m   a t   once  I   w a s   a  s o ld ie r  in   th e   H a r v a r d b a t t a lio n ,   escaped  fro m   R ic h m o n d   ;  b u t   o f   cou rse   t h e y d id n ’t   a n d   c o u ld n ’ t   b e lie v e   m e. 

M y   C o n fe d e ra te   u n ifo r m  

to ld   to o   fa ls e   a  s to r y . 

H o w e v e r,  I   w a s   f a r   to o   w e a k   to  

m a rc h ,  a n d   th e   m e n   c a r r ie d   m e,  one  o f   th o rn   g o in g   o n   to g e t  m e  fo o d   a n d   b r a n d y ;  fo r ,  s p y   o r  n o   s p y ,  one  t h in g w a s   c le a r  p a s t  a l l   d o u b tin g ,  t h a t   I   w as  so  f a in t   a n d   i l l
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w i t h   h u n g e r   a n d   e x p o s u re   t h a t   to   m a k e   m e  w a lk   w o u ld h a v e   been  s h e e r  c r u e lt y . 

“ T a k e   h im   to   h e a d -q u a rte rs ,”   m y   c a p to r  o r  m y   re s c u e r s a id ,  in   a  s h o rt  v o ic e ,  as  soon  as  1  h a d   e a te n   a n d   d r u n k g r e e d ily   th e   b re a d   a n d   m e a t  a n d   b ra n d y   th e   f ir s t   m a n h a d   b r o u g h t   u p   fo r  m e. 

T h e y   c a rrie d   m e  to   h e a d -q u a rte rs   a n d   b r o u g h t  m o  u p b e fo re   th re e   o ffic e rs. 

T h e   o ffic e rs   q u e s tio n e d   m o   c lo s e ly  

a n d   in c r e d u lo u s ly . 

T h e y   w o u ld   h e a r  n o t h in g   o f  m y  

b e in g   a  F e d e ra l  p ris o n e r.  T h e   u n ifo r m  a lo n e   w a s   e n o u g h to   c o n d e m n   m e. 

“   T a k e   h im   a w a y   a n d   se a rch   h im ,” 

th e y   s a id   p e r e m p to r ily . 

T h e   s e rg e a n t  to o k   m e   to   a  t e n t  

a n d   sea rche d   m e ;  a n d   fo u n d   n o th in g . 

I   k n e w   th e n   w h a t  w o u ld   h a p p e n   n e x t. 

T h e y   w o u ld  

t r y   m e   b y   a  ru d e   ro u g h -a n d -re a d y   c o u r t - m a r t ia l,   a n d h a n g   m o   fo r   a  s p y   t h a t   v e r y   m o r n in g . 

A s   I   m a rc h e d   o u t  fro m   th e   s e rg e a n t’s  t e n t   a g a in ,  absol u t e l y   d e s p o n d e n t  w i t h   fa tig u e   a n d   fe v e r,  a n   o ffic e r  in   a m a jo r’s  u n if o r m   s tr o lle d   c a s u a lly   to w a r d s   us.  P ro m o tio n w a s   o fte n   q u ic k   in   th o s e   d a y s . 

T h e   m a jo r,  I   s a w   a t  a 

g la n c e ,  w as  C la u d o   T y a c k . 

H o   s to p p e d   a n d   g a z e d   a t  m e   s t e r n ly   f o r   a   m o m e n t. 

N o t   a  m u s c le  o f  h is   face  s t ir r e d   o r  q u iv e re d .  “  S e rg e a n t,” 

ho   s a id ,  in   a  c o ld   u n c o n c e rn e d   to n e ,  e y e in g   m e   fro m   head to   fo o t,  “   w h o ’ s  y o u r   p r is o n e r ? ” 

“   O n e   o f  L e e ’s  s p ie s ,”   th e   s e rg e a n t  a n s w e re d   c a re le s s ly . 

“   T o o k   h im   t h is   m o r n in g   o u t  on   th e   W ild e rn e s s . 

F o u r th   w e ’ ve  ta k e n   t h is   w e e k ,  a n y h o w . 

T h e   R eb s  are 

g e t t in g   k in d e r   d e s p e ra te ,  I   re c k o n .” 

I   lo o k e d   C la u d e   T y a c k   b a c k   in   th e   face. 

H e   k n e w   m o 

p e r fe c tly ,  b u t   n e v e r  f o r   one  in s t a n t   q u a ile d   o r  fa lte re d . 

“ W h a t   w i l l   y o u   d o   w i t h   h im ?   S h o o t  h im ? ”   he   in q u ire d . 

“ S t r in g   h im   u p ,”   th e   s e rg e a n t  re p lie d ,  w i t h   a  q u ie t g r in . 

I   s to o d   s t i l l   a n d   s a id   n o th in g . 
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T h e y   to o k   m o   h a c k   a n d   h e ld   a  s h o r t  in f o r m a l  d r u m h e a d   c o u r t - m a r t ia l.   I t   a ll   o c c u p ie d   liv e   m in u te s .  A m a n ’s  li f e   c o u n ts   f o r   so  l i t t l e   in   w a r   tim e . 

I   w a s   h a lf  

d e a d   a lre a d y ,  a n d   n e v e r  lis te n e d   to   i t . 

T h e   b itte rn e s s  

o f  d e a th   w as  p a s t  fo r   m e   lo n g   ago. 

1  s to o d   b o lt   u p r ig h t , 

m y   a rm s   fo ld e d   d e s p e ra te ly   in   f r o n t ,   a n d   faced  C la u d e T y a c k   w it h o u t   e v e r  flin c h in g . 

C la u d e   T y a c k ,  w h o   o n ly  

lo o k e d   o n   as  a  m e re   s p e c ta to r,  fa c e d   m o  in   r e t u r n ,   m u te a n d   w h ite ,  in   s o le m n   e x p e c ta tio n . 

“   Do  y o u   a d m it  y o u   a re   a  s p y ? ”   th e   p r e s id in g   o ffic e r a s k e d   m o. 

“  N o ,”   I   r e p lie d ,  “  I   a m   a  F e d e ra l  p ris o n e r  fro m R ic h m o n d ,  la to   s e rg e a n t  in   th e   M a s s a c h u s e tts   c o n tin g e n t.” 

“  C an  y o u   g o t  a n y   one  to   i d e n t if y   y o u  ? ” 

“ I n   B u r n s id e ’s  d iv is io n — y e s ;  h u n d r e d s .” 

T h e   p r e s id in g   o ffic e r  s m ile d   g r im ly . 

“   B u r n s id e ’s  d i v i s io n   is   a  lo n g   w a y   o ff  n o w ,”   h e   s a id  c a lm ly . 

“   I t   m o v e d  

a  m o n th   a go. 

W o   c a n ’ t   b r in g   m e n   a ll  th e   w a y   fro m  

K e n tu c k y ,  y o u   k n o w ,  to   lo o k   a t  y o u . ” 

I  b o w e d   m y   h ea d.  I t   m a tte re d   l i t t l e .   I   w as  to o  w e a rie d o u t   to   f ig h t   fo r   li f e   a n y   lo n g e r.  I   o n ly   t h o u g h t   o f  E ls ie ’ s m is e ry . 

T h e n   I   b ecam e   a w a re   t h a t   C la u d e   T y a c k   h a d   jo in e d th e   r in g   a  l i t t l e   c lo s e r,  a n d   w a s   lo o k in g   a t   m e  w i t h   fix e d a n d   r i g i d   a tte n tio n . 

“   N o b o d y   n e a re r ? ”   th e   o ffic e r  a sk e d . 

I   k e p i  m y   eyes r iv e te d  o n   T y a c k ’s. 

I   c o u ld   n o t  a p p e a l 

to   h im   ;  n o t  even  f o r   E ls ie . 

H e   w o u ld   n o t  h e lp   m e. 

I  

n e v e r  k n e w   t i l l   t h a t   m o m e n t  I   w a s   a  t h o u g h t- r e a d e r ; b u t   in  T y a c k ’s  face  I  ro a d   i t  a ll — a ll  ho   w a s   t h in k in g   as  i t passed  th r o u g h   h is   m in d  :  re a d   i t ,   a n d   f e lt   c e r ta in   I   re a d i t   c o r r e c tly . 

I f   he   a llo w e d   m e   to   be   s h o t  th e n   a n d   th e re ,  he   w o u ld n o t  o n ly  w ip e  o u t o ld   scores,  b u t   w o u ld   a lso   i n  tim e   m a r r y E ls ie . 
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I   s a w   th o s e   v e r y   w o rd s   p a s s in g   r a p id ly   t h r o u g h   h is a n g r y   m in d — “  I f   i t   w e r e n ’t   t h a t   I   lo v e   W a lt e r   P o n s a rd w i t h   a ll  m y   s o u l,  I   t h in k ,   M r .   T y a o k ,  f o r   v e r y   p it y   I s h o u ld   h a v e   to   m a r r y   y o u .” 

S h e   w o u ld   h a v e   to   m a r r y   h i m ! 

l i e   w o u ld   g o   L a c k , 

c e r ta in   o f   m y   d e a th   ;  ho   w o u ld   t o l l   h e r  a ll,   savo   t h is o ne  e p is o d e ;  h o   w o u ld   p le a d   h a rd ,  as  h e   h a d   p le a d o d b e f o r e  ;   a n d   th e n ,  f o r   p it y ,   E ls ie   w o u ld   m a r r y   h im   ! 

O u r   eyes  m e t  s t i l l ;  I   r e tu r n e d   h is   s ta re   :  t a l l   a n d p a le   he   s to o d   c o n f r o n t in g   m e :  he  g lo a te d   o v e r  m y   m is - 

f o r t u u o :  w o   s p o k e   n e v e r  a  w o r d   to   ono  a n o th e r ;  a n d   y e t, w o   tw o   m e n   k n e w   p e r f e c t ly   in   o u r  o w n   h e a rts   each  w h a t th e   o th e r  w a s   t h in k in g . 

T h e re   w a s   a  d e a d ly   pause. 

T h e   p r e s id in g   o ffic e r 

w a ite d   p a t ie n t ly . 

T h o   w o rd s   seemed  to   s tic k   in   m y  

th r o a t.  I   m o is te n e d   m y   lip s   w i t h   m y   to n g u e ,  a n d   w e tte d m y   la r y n x   b y   s w a llo w in g .  T h e n   I   s a id   s lo w ly ,  “  N o b o d y n e a re r.” 

T h e   p r e s id in g   o ffic e r  w a ite d   a g a in . 

C le a r ly   h e   w as 

lo t h   h im s e lf  to   c o n d e m n   a  m a n   so  w e a k   a n d   i l l   as  I   w as. 

A t   la s t  ho  c le a re d   h is   t h r o a t   n e rv o u s ly ,  a n d   tu r n e d   to th e   c o u r t  w i t h   a n   i n q u i r i n g   g e s tu re . 

T h e n   C la u d o   T y a c k   to o k   th re e   paces  f o r w a r d   a n d s to o d   b e fo re   h im . 

T h o   m a n   seem ed  t a lle r   a n d   p a le r 

th a n   e v e r.  G r e a t  d ro p s   o f   s w e a t  g a th e re d   on   h is   b ro w , l l i s   lip s   a n d   n o s tr ils   q u iv e r e d   w it h   e m o tio n . 

A   f r i g h t f u l   s tr u g g le   w as  g o in g   on  w i t h i n   h im . 

T h e   d e m o n  

o f   re v e n g e — j u s t   re v e n g e ,  i f   re v e n g e   is   e v e r  j u s t — fo r a n   u n d e s e rv e d   i n s u l t — I   re c o g n iz e d   t h a t — fo u g h t  fo r m a s te ry   in   h is   s o u l  w i t h   r i g h t   a n d   m e rc y . 

“  I   need 

n o t  id e n t if y   h im , ”   lie   c rie d   a lo u d ,  c la s p in g   h is   tw o h a n d s   one  o v e r  th e   o th e r ,  a n d   t a l k i n g   as  in   a  d re a m . 

“   I   a m   n o t  c a lle d   to   g iv e   e vid e n c e . 

H e   has  n e v e r  a ske d  

m e !  ” 

“ I   w i l l   n e v e r  a s k  y o u ,”   I   r e p lie d , w i t h  d o g g e d   d e s p a ir. 

“  Y o u   h a v e   fo u n d   m e,  oh   m y   e n e m y   ! 

I   h a v e   w ro n g e d
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y o u   b it t e r l y . 

I   k n o w   i t ,   a n d   re g r e t  i t . 

I   w i l l   able  y o u r  

fo rg iv e n e s s ,  b u t   n e v e r  y o u r   m e rc y .” 

O la u d o   T y a c k   h o ld   u p   h is   h a n d s ,  lik e   a  c h ild ,   to   h is la c e . 

H o   w as  a  ru g g e d   m a n   n o w ,  th o u g h   s t i l l   y o u n g a n d   h a n d s o m e ;  b u t   th e   to u rs   r o lle d   s lo w ly ,   v e r y   s lo w ly , o n e   a fte r   a n o th e r,  d o w n   h is   b ro n z e d   cheoks. 

“ Y o u   s h a ll 

h a v e   m y   m e rc y ,”   ho   a n s w e re d   a t  la s t,  w it h   a  g ro a n ,  “ b e cause  y o u   do  n o t  a s k   i t ;   b u t   n e v e r,  n e v e r,  n e v e r,  m y fo rg iv e n e s s . 

F o r   E ls ie ’s  sako,  I   c a n n o t  le t   h e r   lo v e r  be 

s h o t  f o r   a  t r a it o r . ” 

T h e   p r e s id in g   o ffic e r  c a u g h t  a t  i t   a ll  as  i f   b y   in s tin c t. 

“   Y o u   k n o w   t h is   m a n ,  M a jo r   T y a c k ? ”   he  a sk e d q u ie tly . 

“ I   k n o w   h im ,  C o lo n e l  S ib th o r p o .” 

“  W h o   is   h o ? ” 

T h e   w o rd s   c am e   as  i f   fro m   th e   d e p th s   o f  th e   g ra v e . 

“   W a lte r   l ’o n s a rd ,  s e rg o a n t  o f   th e   H a r v a r d   b a tta lio n T h i r d   M a s s a c h u s e tts   in f a n t r y ,   B u r n s id e ’s  d iv is io n , l i e  

w a s  m is s in g   s e v e n   m o n th s   a go,  a fte r   C h a tta w a u g a .” 

“ T h e   n a m e   a n d   d e s c rip tio n   he   g a v e   h im s e lf. 

T h a t   is 

q u ito   s u ffic ie n t. 

T h e   p ris o n e r  is   d is c h a rg e d . 

S e rg e a n t 

l ’o n s a rd ,  y o u   s h a ll  be  ta k e n   c a re   o f.  T y a c k ,  a  w o rd   w i t h y o u .” 

I I I . 

W h e n   I   n e x t   w as  c o n s c io u s ,  1  fo u n d   m y s e lf   l y i n g   in h o s p ita l  a t  W a s h in g to n . 

E ls ie ,  in   a  n u rs e ’ s  dress,  w as 

le a n in g   o v e r  m y   b e d . 

Sho  k is s e d   m e  on  th e   fo re h e a d . 

“  l l o w   a b o u t  T y a c k  ? ”   I   a sk e d   e a g e rly . 

“  H u s h ,  h u s h ! ”   she  w h is p e re d ,  s o o th in g   m y   c h e e k w i t h   h e r  h a n d . 

“   Y o u   m u s tn ’ t   ta lk ,  d a r lin g . 

T h e   fe v e r 

h a s   been  te r r ib le . 

W e   n e v e r  t h o u g h t   y o u r   li f e   w o u ld   bo 

s p a re d   f o r   m e .” 

“ B u t   T y a c k ! ”   I   c rie d ,  “ 1   must  h e a r  o f  h i m ! 

H e
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h a s n ’ t   s h o t  h im s e lf?   TTis  face  w a s   so  t e r r ib le   ! 

I   c o u ld  

n e v e r  liv o   i f   I   t h o u g h t   I   h a d   k ille d   h im . " 

“  H o   is   th e re ,”   E ls io   w h is p e re d ,  p o in t in g   w i t h   h e r h a n d  to   th e   a d jo in in g   bod . 

“   W o u n d e d   th o  v e r y  n o x t d a y  

in   th e   f ig h t   a t   F r e d e r ic k s b u rg . 

I   h a v e   n u rs e d   y o u   b o th . 

H u s h ,  n o w ,  h u s h ,  d a r l i n g ! ” 

[   s a id   no   m o re ,  b u t   c rie d   s ile n t ly . 

I   w a s   g la d   h is  

b lo o d   w a s  n o t  on   m y   head. 

I f   ho  d ie d   n o w ,  ho  d ie d   fo r  

h is   c o u n tr y ,  in   th o   o n ly   j u s t   w a r   o v e r  w a g e d   o n   th is w o r ld   o f  o u rs .  l i e   h a d   h a d   h is   o rd e a l,  a n d   passed th r o u g h i t   lik o   a  m a n   a n d   a  s o ld ie r. 

L a to   t h a t   n ig h t   I   h e a rd   a  n o is o   a n d   b u s tlo   a t  m y   b e d - 

sido.  S o m e b o d y   w as t a l k i n g   lo w   a n d   e a rn e s tly .  I  tu r n e d ro u n d   o n   m y   s id e   a n d   lis te n e d .  E ls io   w a s   s ta n d in g   b y T y a c lc ’ s  b ed,  a n d   h o ld in g   h is   h a n d   t e n d e r ly   in   h o rs . 

I 

k n o w   w h y ,   a n d   w a s  n o t  s u rp ris e d   a t  h e r. 

“  E ls ie ,  E ls ie ,”   he  s a id   in   a  tr e m u lo u s   to n o ,  “  p ress  m o t ig h t e r .   I t   w i l l   n o t  b e lo n g   n o w . 

I   fe e l  i t   c re e p in g   o v e r 

m e . 

I s   P o n s a rd   c o n s cio u s ?   ” 

I   sat  u p   i n   m y   b e d   w i t h   d e lir io u s   s tr e n g th ,  in   s p ite   o f E ls io ,  a n d   c rie d   a lo u d   in   a  c le a r  v o ic e ,  “ T y a c k ,  I   h e a r y o u .” 

“ P o n s a rd ,”   ho   s a id ,  t u r n in g   h is   e ye s  a n d ,  w it h o u t m o v in g   h is   n o c k ,  lo o k in g   across  a t  m e,  “ I   s a id   o nce   I w o u ld   n e v e r  fo r g iv e   y o u . 

I   a m   s o r r y   I   s a id   so. 

I f  th o ro  

is   a n y t h in g   to   fo r g iv e ,  I   fo r g iv e   i t   fr e e ly .  .  .  .  B e fo re I   d ie ,  g iv e   m o  y o u r   h a n d ,  W a lt e r   1  ” 

l i e   h a d   n e v e r  c a lle d   m o   W a lt e r   b e fo re . 

T h o   h o t  te a rs  

ro se   fa s t  i n   m y   eyes. 

F e e b le   a n d   i l l   as  I   w a s ,  I   s p ra n g  

fr o m   m y   bed . 

E ls ie   c la s p e d   m y   l e f t   h a n d   t i g h t   a n d  

flu n g   th o   coarse  c o v e rle t  lo o s e ly   a ro u n d   m e. 

I   s a t  o n   th o  

edg e   o f  T y a c k ’s  b e d ,  a n d   g ra s p e d   h is   h a n d   h a rd   in   m y o th e r .  E ls ie   la id   h e rs   o v e r  b o th .  S he  k is s e d   m o   te n d e r ly w i t h   h e r  t r e m b lin g   l i p s ;  th e n   she  b e n t  d o w n   a n d   k is s e d th e   d y in g   m a n   to o   o n   h is   w h it e   fo re h e a d . 

I l i s   h a n d   re la x e d   ;  h is   lip s   q u iv e r e d   :  “   E ls io ,  g o o d -b y e   !  ”   ho   s a id s l o w l y ;  a n d   a ll  w a s   o v e r. 

[image: Image 281]

[image: Image 282]

1 2 8

 CLAUDE  TYACK’S  ORDEAL. 

E ls ie   flung-  h e r  firm s   w i l d l y   a ro u n d   m y   n e c k . 

“ H o  

saved  y o u r   lif o ,   m y   d a r lin g , ”   s lio   c rie d . 

“   W a lt e r ,   I  

h o p e d   I   m ig h t   h a v o   s a v o d   h is   fo r  h im . ” 

“  I t   is   b e tte r   so,  E ls ie ,”   I   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a n   e f f o r t ;  and th e n   I   fe ll  b a c k   f a in t in g   b o s id o   h im . 
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T om  a n d   J a k o   liv e d   to g e th e r   m o st  a m ic a b ly   in   a  ro u g h lo g   h u t   in   ono  o f   (lie   w ild e s t  w o o d e d   p a rts   o f   t h a t   g re a t fro z e n   t r a c t  w h ic h  w o  k n o w  as  th e  H u d s o n   P>ay  C o m p a n y ’s t e r r it o r y .   I f   th e y ’d   e v e r  h a d   s u rn a m e s   th e y 'd   a lm o s t fo r g o tte n   th o s e   needless a p p e n d a g e s   th e m s e lv e s  lo n g  s in c e , a n d  c e r ta in ly  n o b o d y  else on  e a rth   h a d   e v e r  h e a rd   o f  th e m . 

T h e y  w e re   T o m   a n d   J a k e   to   o n o  a n o th e r a n d   a ll  th e  w o r ld b e s id e , t h a t  w o r ld   in   t h e i r   ease  c o n s is tin g   o f  a  fe w   d is t a n t n e ig h b o u rs   som e  f i f t y   m ile s   o ff  on   e ith e r   s id e ,  a n d   th o C o m p a n y ’s  a g e n t  a t  F o r t   N itc h e g o u n a ,  w i t h   w h o m   t h e y e x c h a n g e d   t h e ir   s k in s   a n d   f u r s   a t  lo n g   in t e r v a ls   fo r tob acco,  s a lt,  c lo th in g ,  a n d   o th e r   s im p lo   n ecessaries  o f l i f o   in   a  f a r   n o r th e r n   c le a rin g . 

F o r   T o m   a n d   J a k o   w o re   tr a p p e r s   b y   t r a d e — tra p p e r s b o rn   a n d   b re d   in   th o   H u d s o n   B a y   d is t r ic t ,   w h o   h ad s h o u ld e re d   rifle s   a lm o s t  as  soon  as  th e y   c o u ld   w a lk   a m ile ,  a n d   k n e w   n o   o th e r   m o d o   o f   lif e   b u t   t h a t   lo n e ly e x is te n c e   in   th e   w ild   w o o d s,  s n a rin g   b e a v e r,  a n d   m u s q u a s h ,  a n d   s ilv e r   fo x ,  a n d   w o lv e re n e . 

F o re s t  a n d   s n o w  

w e re   a ll  t h e ir   s ce n e ry. 

T h e y   w e re   m e n   o f   a c tio n ,  n o t  

m e n   o f  w o rd s . 

T h e ir   speech  w a s   in fr e q u e n t,  d ir e c t,  a n d  

n a tu r a l. 

W h e n   th e y   h a d   n o t h in g   to   s a y   to   each  o th e r  

th e y   h e ld   t h e ir   to n g u e s . 

A n d   as  t h e ir   lif e   a ffo rd e d   fe w  

occa sio ns  fo r p h ilo s o p h ic  re fle c tio n s  t h e y  se ld o m  e x c h a n g e d lv
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it  sen ten ce   b e tw e e n   th e m s e lv e s   th r o u g h   th o   lo n g ,  c o ld w in t e r   a n d   th o   s h o rt,  h o t  s u m m e r,  e x c e p t  in   so  fa r   as i t   w a s   n e c e s s a ry   to   g iv e   o r   re c e iv e   in s tr u c tio n s   a b o u t j o i n t   a c tio n   a g a in s t  som e  p a r t ic u la r   fo u r-fo o te d   e n e m y —  

g e n e r a lly  a “  b a r ”   o r a s tr a y  n o r th w a r d - w a n d e r in g  s u m m e r 

“ p a in te r .”   S avo  a t  those  ra re   m o m e n ts   th e y   w o re   m o s tly m u te ,  g o in g   a b o u t  th o   tw o   ro o m s   o f   t h e ir   b a re   lo g   b u t w it h   t h e ir   p ip e s   b e tw e e n   t h e ir   lip s ,  a n d   v e r y   l i t t l e   else in   t h e ir   m o u th s   o r  fa n c ie s . 

S t i l l ,   in   t h e ir   o w n   w a y ,  th o s o   tw o   w e re   d e e p ly   a tta c h e d to   o n e   a n o th e r.  T h e y   lo v e d   lik e   b r o th e r s — u n d e m o n s t r a t iv e ly ,   b u t   non e   th e   less  t r u l y . 

W h e n   T o rn   cam e 

b a c k   fro m   a  lo n g   h u n t in g   e x p e d itio n   a lo n e   ho   h e ld u p   h is   s k in s   f o r   a  s h o w   in   h is   h a n d ,  a n d   s a id ,  “   H e llo , 

• l a k e ! ”   a n d   J a k e   h o ld   u p   h is   in   r e t u r n ,   a n d   s a id ,  “ H e llo , T o m  !  ”   a n d   b o th   o f   th o rn   f e l t   g la d   to   see  th o   o th e r ’s  face, w it h   a p ro fo u n d  co n scio usn ess  t h a t   in   t h a t   s im p le   g re e tin g th e y   h a d   f u lf ille d   a ll  th e   d u tie s   o f  b a c k w o o d s ’  p o lite n e s s , a n d   s a tis fie d   th o   c la im s   o f e te r n a l  frie n d s h ip . 

P e rh a p s   o n e   reason w h y  th e y  lik e d   ono  a n o th e r  so  m u c h w as  because  each  fo rm e d   th o   o th e r’s  e n tir e   e n v iro n m e n t. 

T h o u g h ,  to   bo   s u re ,  i f   y o u   h a d   to ld   th e m   so  th e y   w o u ld h a v e   s m ile d   b la n k ly   a n d   a n s w e re d ,  “ S u r e ! ”   in   p ro fo u n d s u r p r is e   t h a t   th e y   s h o u ld   possess  a n y t h in g   on   e a rth   th a t h a d   so  fin e   a  n a m e   w it h o u t   o v e n   s u s p e c tin g   i t .   T h e y   h a d g r o w n   u p   to g e th e r  fro m   th o   tim e   th e y   w e re   b o y s ,  a n d   no w o m a n k in d   h a d   e v e r  com o  in   b e tw e e n   to   d iv id e   t h e ir a lle g ia n c e   o n o   to   th o   o th e r. 

T h e   o n ly   fe m a le   s o c ie ty  

th e y   o v e r  s a w ,  in d e e d ,  w a s  w h e n   a  p a r t y   o f   w a n d e r in g I n d ia n s   passed  t h a t   w a y   to   e x c h a n g e   t h e ir   fu r s   w i t h   th o w h ite s   fo r   s p ir its   a n d   g u n p o w d e r. 

O n   s u c h   occa sio ns 

T o m   a n d   J a k e   h a d   a   ra re   o ld   f r o lic   w i t h   th o   y o u n g o s t a n d   p r e t t ie s t   s q u a w s .  T h e y   o rg a n iz e d   a  m o o n lig h t  e n te rt a in m e n t   o n   th o   c le a re d   space  in   f r o n t   o f  th o   h u t ,   a n d d a n ce d   to   t h e ir   h e a r t ’s  c o n te n t  f o r   h o u rs   a t  a  s tr e tc h w it h   t h e ir   d u s k y   p a rtn e rs ,  w h ile   th e   I n d ia n   m en  s a t  b y , 
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s m o k in g   t h e ir   p ip e s,  a n d   lo o k e d   on  im p a s s iv e ,  w ra p p e d in   t h e ir   h la n k o ts   a n d   in   th e   tru e   iiu p c n o tru b lo   I n d ia n s ile n c o . 

A t   t lie   e n d   o f   i t   a ll,   w h e n   T o m   a n d   J a k o   c o u ld dan ce   n o   m o re ,  th e y   s to o d   glasses  o f  g r o g   to   th e   t r ib e   a ll ro u n d ,  a n d   th e   In d ia n s   s a n g   “   l i e ’s  a  j o l l y   g o o d   f o l l o w ! ” 

to   th e   f a m ilia r   tu n e   a n d   in   th e   O b jih w a y   la n g u a g e , l i n t  

w i t h   th e   t r i l l i n g   e x c e p tio n s   o f  these  p r im it iv e   o rg ie s   once in   a  tw e lv e m o n th   T o m   a n d   J a k o   n e v e r  s a w   a  w o m a n ’s face   fro m   y e a r's   e n d   to   y e a r ’s  e n d . 

T h e y   liv e d   t h e ir   o w n  

m o n o to n o u s   li f e   a lo n e   a m o n g   th e   tre e s   a n d   sn o w s ,  c o n te n te d   to   d o   so  because  th e y   k n o w   a n d   c o u ld   c o n c e iv e   no o th e r. 

I I . 

A t   la s t,  one  d a y   a n   u n h e a rd -o f  e v e n t  to o k   plaeo  b y c o m m o n   c o n s e n t  in   th e   l i t t l e   h o u s e h o ld . 

T o m   w e n t  on 

a  s h o p p in g   e x p e d itio n   to   T o ro n to . 

F o r   y e a rs   th e   p a ir   h a d   been  s lo w ly   a c c u m u la tin g   a g o o d ly   s to c k   o f  C a n a d ia n   b a n k -n o te s ,  th e   s u rp lu s   o f   t h e ir sales  o v e r  t h e ir   p u rc h a s e s   fro m   th e   C o m p a n y ’s  a g e n t,  a n d h a v in g   n o t h in g   to   do  w i t h   th e m   in   th e   w ild   n o r th   th e y fo u n d   th e s e   b a n k -n o te s   h a d   g a th e re d   h ea d   a t  la s t,  t i l l T o m   a n d   J a k o   b e g a n   to   feel  i t   w as  a  s in   to   lo c k   u p   so m u c h   c a p ita l  id le ;   a n d   n o t  b e in g   e c o n o m is ts   e n o u g h   to lia v o   h e a rd   o f  in v e s tm e n t, th e y  d e c id e d   b e tw e e n   th e m   t h a t T o m ,  w h o   w a s   th e   b e st  s p e a k e r,  m u s t  s e t  o ff  to   spe nd   i t , o r  p a r t   o f   i t ,   a t  T o ro n to . 

T h e re   w e re   t h in g s   th e re ,  no 

d o u b t,  in   th e   s to re s   th e y   h a d   h e a rd   t e l l   o f   w h ic h   w o u ld com e  in   h a n d y   fo r  th e   h u t   in   s n o w -tim e . 

So  o ff T o m   set, 

in   b r ig h t   m id - w in t e r ,   o n   h is   t r u s t y   s no w -sho es,  t a k in g a d v a n ta g e   o f   th e   easy  t r a v e llin g   d o w n ,  a n d   m e a n in g   to b r in g   b a c k   h is   p u rc h a s e s   o v e r  th e   e ve n   ro a d   a ffo rd e d   b y th e   s n o w   o n   a  h ir e d   s le ig li  fro m   B a r r io   o r  P o rta g e . 

H e   m ig h t   h a v e   g on e   to   O tta w a ,  to   bo  s u re ,  w h ic h   w a s
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(i  good  d e a l  n e a re r,  b u t   th e y   b a d   been  to ld   T o ro n to   w as th e   la r g e r   to w n , a n d   i f  onoo  T o m   q u it t e d   b is   n a tiv e   w ild s to   see  th e   w o r ld   i t   w as  a g ro e d   b e tw e e n   th e m   lie   o u g h t to   see  i t   w it h   it s   m o d e rn   c iv iliz a t io n   at,  its   h ig h e s t  a n d b e s t  in   tb o   s tre e ts   o f a  g re a t  c o m m e rc ia l  c ity . 

S even  w e e ks   T o m   w a s   g o n e ,  a n d   w h e n   ho  cam e  b a c k a g a in   h e   sa t  a n d   ta lk e d   f o r   seven  h o u rs   w it h   J a k e ,  as J a k e   c o u ld   n e v e r  h a v e   c o n c e iv e d   h is   o ld   fr ie n d   a n d   c h u m c a p a b le   o f  t a lk in g . 

C on ta ct,  w it h   th o   w o r ld   h a d   g iv e n  

T o m   fre s h   e lo q u e n c e   ;  h o   d e s c rib e d   a ll  th o   w o n d e rs   o f th e   c ro w d e d   to w n   w i t h   s tru n g o   case  o f   d ic t io n — th o r a ilw a y ,   th e   s tro o t-o a rs ,  th o   e le c tric   l i g h t ,   th o   te le p h o n e , th o   g ig a n t ic   h o te l,  w h e re   h is   ro o m   h a d   boon  n u m b e r oHrt,  t i l l   J a k e   b e g a n   to   t h in k   in   h is   s im p le   s o u l  th e t r a v e lle d   m a n   w a s   t r y i n g   to   c ra m   h im . 

F i n a lly ,   T o m  

p au se d   in   a  sha m efa ce d   w a y ,  a n d   th e n   sa id   w it h   a  b u rs t, 

“ A n d   J a k e ,  I ’ m   t h i n k in ’  o f  g e t t in ’  m a rrio d .” 

T h e n   J a k e   k n o w   ho  w a s  r e a lly   c ra m m in g   h im ,  a n d a n s w e re d   n o th in g ,  b u t   m e re ly   s a t  w it h   h is   h ea d   o n   one sid o ,  p u llin g   a w a y   d o u b t f u lly   a t  ono  o f   th o   b ig   c ig a rs w h ic h   T o m   h a d   b r o u g h t   b a c k   a m o n g   h is   p u rc h a s e s   fro m T o ro n to   as  a  n o w   a n d   fa s h io n a b le   fo rm   o f  tobacco. 

I lo w o v e r ,   w h e n   T o m   s a w   ho   w a s   s ile n t  ho   w e n t  on w it h   s u c h   e v id e n t  s in c e r it y   to   spe ak  o f   th o   g i r l   h o   h a d chosen  f o r   h is   f u t u r e   w ife   t h a t   b it   b y   b it,  J a k e ’s  in c r e d u l i t y   re la x e d ,  a n d   lie   b e g a n   to   d is c o v e r  to   h is   p ro fo u n d s u rp ris e   T o m   w a s   r e a lly   in   e a rn e s t. 

A t   la s t,  w h e n   ho 

c o u ld   d o u b t  th o   s t a r t lin g   n o w s   n o   lo n g e r,  he  tu r n e d ro u n d   to   T o m   a n d   e x c la im e d   in   a s to n is h m e n t,  “   W h y , T o m ,  m a n ,  h o w   c o u ld   y e   o v e r  m a k e   b o ld   e n o u g h   to   ask h e r ? " 

F o r   th o u g h   J a k e   h a d   h a r d ly   so  m u c h   as  seen  a  w h it e w o m a n ’s  faco  in   a ll  h is   lif e ,   an   in n a te   c h iv a lr y   a n d   m asc u lin e   m o d e s ty   w i t h i n   h im   m a de   h im   re a liz e   a t  onco  th e f u l l   t e r r o r   a n d   d if f ic u lt y   o f  t h a t   a w fu l  o rd e a l. 

T o m   lo o k e d   a t   th o   fir e   a n d   a t  th o   n e w   c o u c h — i t   h ad
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r u n   to   u  cou ch   w i t h   h o rs e h a ir  c o v e r in g — a m i  a u s w o re d s lo w ly ,  “ I t    wan  a  p u ll,   J u k e ,  h u t  1  in n n n g e tl  i t ,   s o in o v e r j I   s p o k e   u p   and  n m n u g e il  i t . ” 

•la k e   f e l t   in   h is   s o u l  n  d e e p e r  a d m ir a tio n   f o r   T o m ’s a b ilit ie s   th a n   h o   h a d   e v e r  f e lt   in   h is   l if e   b e fo re .  T o t h i n k   t h a t   t h a t   s ile n t,  u n tu to r e d   m a n   c o u ld   h a v e   s p o k e n u p   to   a  w o m a n ’s  h e a rt,  a n d   in d u c e d   h e r  in   o n ly   liv e w e e ks ’  c le a r  tim e   to   p ro m is e   to   m a r r y   h im   ! 

I I I . 

A l l   th r o u g h   th e   re s t  o f   th a t  w in t e r   T o m   a n d   J a k e  w o re b u s y   w i t h   p la n s   fo r   th is  g re a t r e v o lu tio n   in   t h e ir  d o m o s tie a rra n g e m e n ts — J a k e ,  no   less  th a n   T o m ,  a n d   u lm o s t  o ve n m o re   so— a n d   as  soo n   us  s p r in g   s e t  in   th e y   p u t   th e m   in t o e x e c u tio n ,  w o r k in g   to g e th e r  in   c o n c e rt  w i t h   a  ra ro   good w i l l   a t  th e m .  T h e y   h a d   c u t   d o w n   lo g s   to   b u ild   a  n e w ro o m   f o r   t h e ir   e x p e c te d   g u e s t,  w h ile   th e   s n o w   w as  on th e   g r o u n d ;   a n d   a fte r   th e   f ir s t   th a w   t h e y   p ile d   th e m   a ll u p   a n d   p la s te re d   th e m   w e ll  in to   a  n e a t  a n d   c o m m o d io u s b r id a l  c h a m b e r. 

J a k e   f e l t   th e   n e c e s s ity   f o r   “ a  l i t t l e  

m o re   s ty le   a b o u t  th e   h o u se   n o w   w e ’re   g o in ’  to   h a v e   a la d y   o f  o u r  o w n   to   ta k e   c a re   o f  u s ; ”   a n d   ho  w e n t  so  f a r as  to   send  a  t r u s t y   In d ia n ,   u n b e k n o w n   to   T o m ,  d o w n   to th e   s to re   a t  P o rta g e ,  o n   th e   C a n a d ia n   f r o n t ie r ,   to   b u y a  w a ll- p a p e r   f o r   th e   liv in g - r o o m ,   w h ic h   be  in s is te d   h e n ce f o r t h   u p o n   d e s c rib in g   as  “   th e   p a r lo u r .” 

l i e   w o u ld   h a v e  

c a lle d   i t   a  d r a w in g   ro o m ,  p r o b a b ly ,  i f   i t   w e re   n o t  f o r T o m , so  dee p  w a s   b is   re s p e c t  fo r  a  w h it e  w o m a n ’s  d ig n it y , l i e   e ve n   ta lk e d   a b o u t  b u ild in g   a  k itc h e n ,  d is t in c t   fro m th e   p a r lo u r ,  as  b e in g   m o re   a p p ro p ria te   fo r  th e   la d y ’s  use, h a d   n o t  T o m   d is s u a d e d   h im   b y   s a y in g   t h a t   L u c y — h o a c t u a lly   d a re d   to   d e s c rib e   h e r  b y   h e r  C h r is t ia n   n am e a lo n e   as  L u c y — w o u ld   o n ly   fin d   i t   a n   e x tr a   fir e   to   l i g h t a n d   te n d , f o r   o f  c o u rs e   th e y   m u s t  h a v e   a  fir e   in   th e   l i v i n g -
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ro o m , a n y w a y .  W o o d , to   bo   s u re , w a s n ’ t   d e a r;  th e y   c o u ld h a v e   t h a t   f o r   th e   c u t t in g ,  b u t   he d id n ’ t w a n t  to   g iv e   L u c y a n y  e x tr a   tro u b le .  J a k e  s m ile d   g r im ly   to   h im s e lf  a t  t h a t. 

E x t r a   tro u b le ,  in d e e d !  B e fo re   th e   w h it e   la d y   s h o u ld d re a m   o f   l i g h t i n g   th e   fire s   h e r s e lf  h e ’d  be  u p   a n d   a b o u t 

— b u t   th e re ,  n o   m a tte r.  I t   w o u ld   be  e a s ie r  f o r   h e r,  p e rhaps,  to   k e e p   t h in g s   t i d y   in   th re e   ro o m s   th a n   in   f o u r ; a n d   la d ie s   do   lo v e   to   k e e p   t h in g s   t id y . 

A t   la s t  th e   p re p a ra tio n s   w e re   a l l   c o m p le te ;  th e   l i t t l e lo g   h u t   w as  s w e p t  a n d   g a r n is h e d ;  th e   p a p e r  on  th e   w a ll w as  f u r t h e r   a d o rn e d   b y   a  c o u p le   o f   o ld    L on d on   Nines c h r o m o - lith o g r a p h s ;  a n d   T o m   s e t  o u t  once  m o re ,  a n d once  m o re   a lo n e ,  to   m a k e   h is   w e d d in g   t r i p   to   a n d   fro m T o ro n to . 

O n   th e   d a y   ho  w a s   d u e   to   r e t u r n   J a k e   w a s   a ll  in   a llu t t e r   o f  b a s h fu l  fe a r  a n d   b lis s f u l  e x p e c ta tio n . 

H a d   he 

m ade  e v e r y t h in g   r i g h t   as  i t   o u g h t  to   be   fo r   a  la d y ? 

W as  th e   b o u q u e t  o f   w ild   flo w e rs   in   th e   m u g   o n   th e m a n te lp ie c e   s t r i c t l y   a p p ro p ria te ? 

W o ro   th e   p o ts   a n d  

p a n s  a l l   b r i g h t l y   s co u re d   e n o u g h   to   m e e t  th e   e x a c tin g eye  o f   a  fe m a le   c r i t i c  ? 

W o u ld   T o m ’s  w ife   be  v e r y   c o n te m p tu o u s   a n d   v e r y   h a rd   on   a  ro u g h   tr a p p e r   fe llo w ? 

W a s   she  r e a lly   as  y o u n g   a n d   p r e t t y   as  T o m   h a d   p re te n d e d ?   O r  w a s   T o m   o n ly   t r y i n g   to   m a g n ify   h is   o w n p ro w e s s — as  h o   s o m e tim e s   d id   w i t h   th e   g a m e   he   ju s t m is s e d — b y   m a k in g   o u t  he  h a d   a tta c k e d   a n d   c a p tu re d a  re a l  y o u n g   w h it e   w o m a n   o f  s u rp a s s in g   b e a u ty ? 

A l l  

th e se   q u e s tio n s   J a k e   a sk e d   h im s e lf  tim e   a n d   a g a in ,  in d e lig h t f u l  d o u b t,  as  h e   s a t  th e re   w a it in g   in   h is   c le a n fla n n e l  s h ir t   a n d   s to re   c o a t  b y   th e   s m u d g e   fir e   f o r   th e a d v e n t  o f  th e   h a p p y   p a ir   o n   t h e ir   h o n e y m o o n . 

T h e   la s t  s e v e n ty   m ile s   o r  so  w e re   to  be  p e rfo rm e d   on h o rs e b a c k   (b o r ro w e d ,  o f   c o u rs e )  a lo n g   th e   T o ro n to   t r a i l o r  p a th   th r o u g h   th o   w o o d s ;  and  a t   la s t  th e   s o u n d   o f h orse s’  h oo fs  o n   th o   fo r e s t  s o il  m a d e   J a k e   s ta r t,  a n d b lu s h ,  a n d   lo o k   a t  h im s e lf   f u r t i v e l y ,   w it h   a  tr e m o r   o f
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sha m e,  in   t lio   lo o k in g -g la s s   t h a t   n o w   g ra c e d   th e   “  p a r-lo u r  ”   m a n te lp ie c e . 

I n   tw o   m in u te s   m o re   th e y   w e re   a t  th e   d o o r,  a n d   T o m w a s  w r in g in g   h is   f r ie n d ’s  h a n d   h a rd ,  a n d   J a k e ,  lo o k in g u p ,  a ll  re d -fa c e d   c o n fu s io n ,  b e h e ld   b o fo ro   h im ,  in   a  n e a t b r o w n   d ress,  a   t h in g   o f   b e a u ty   s u c h   as  ho   h a d   n e v e r b e fo re   e ith e r   seen  o r  d re a m e d   o f. 

H o   c o u ld   o n ly   lo o k ,  a n d   c r y   o u t,  “  O h ,  T o m   ! ”   a n d   h o w b e fo re   th o   la d y   w it h   a w k w a r d   p o lite n e s s . 

T h e   p r e t t y  

speech  ho   h a d   c a r e f u lly   com p ose d   a n d   le a r n t   b y   h e a rt f o r   th e   o cca sio n,  “ I t   g iv e   m e  m u c h   p le a s u re ,  m a ’a m ,  to w e lc o m e   m y   fr ie n d   T o m ’s  w if e   to   o u r   h u m b le   c o tta g e ,” 

s tu c k   in   h is   th r o a t   a n d   re fu s e d   to   d e liv e r   its e lf. 

A l l   he 

k n o w   as  he  s to o d   th e re   b o w in g ,  a n d   p a in f u ll} -  co n scio u s o f   th e   c o n d u c t  o f   h is   h a n d s ,  w a s   t h a t   T o m ’ s  w ife   w a s   a v is io n   o f   g lo r y — a  b e a m   o f  s u n lig h t   d escen de d   s tr a ig h t u p o n   t h e i r   hou se   in   som e  h a p p y   h o u r   fr o m   th o   s e v e n th h e a ve n s . 

A n d ,  in d e e d ,  as  a  m a tt e r   o f   fa c t,  she  w a s   a  p r e t t y , g ra c e fu l  C a n a d ia n   g i r l  —  a  fa r m e r ’s  d a u g h te r  —  one  o f th o se   d e lic a te   g ir ls ,  w i t h   s m a ll  h a n d s   a n d   fe e t  a n d m ig u on n e   fe a tu r e s ,  w h o m   th e   A n g lo - S a x o n   ra c e   i n   it s W e s te rn   decadence  seem s  to   p ro d u c e   b y   h u n d re d s   (b e fo re th e   s to c k   d ie s  o u t)   o u t  o f   th o   c o m m o n e s t  lin e s ,  y e t  w it h a  ty p o   o f  b e a u ty   w h ic h   in   E n g la n d   i t s e l f   b e lo n g s   o n ly   to th o   e x tre m e   a r is to c r a tic   s o c ie ty . 

J a k e   w a s   re a d y   to   fa ll 

d o w n   a n d   w o r s h ip   a t  h e r  fe e t,  a n d   w h e n   th o   la d y   h e ld o u t  h e r  s m a ll,  w h it e   h a n d   a n d   s a id   to   h im   g ra c io u s ly , 

 %

i t h   a  p r e t t y   s m ile ,  “ I ’ m   g la d   to   see  y o u ;   T o m ’s  to ld m o   a  g re a t  d e a l  a b o u t  y o u   a lre a d y ,”   h o   f e lt   as  th o u g h h o   c o u ld   s in k   in t o   th e   g ro u n d   w it h   s h a m e   f o r   h is   o w n i n a b i li t y   to   a n s w e r  h e r  f i t l y . 
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J V . 

T h e   la d y ’s  a d v e n t  m a d e 'a   w o n d e r fu l  d iffe re n c e   to   th e l i t t l e   lo g   h u t ;   f o r   J a k e   t h a t   lo n e ly   te n e m e n t  w a s   fille d n o w   w i t h   g ra c e   a n d   p o e tr y . 

T o m ,  f o r   h is   ]  a rt,  secure 

i n   h is   possession  o f  th e   p ric e le s s   tre a s u re ,  d id n ’ t   seem a f t e r   th e   f ir s t   fe w   m o n th s   to   m a k e   so  m u c h   o f   h e r. 

B u t  

t o   J a k e ,  w h o   c o u ld   h u t   w o r s h ip   fro m   a fa r,  she  w a s s im p ly   a  g od de ss  o n   e a rth ,  a  f a ir y   descended  to   lig h t e n a n d   s w e e te n   th o   g lo o m   o f  th o   fo re s t. 

H e r   p rese nce  

m a de   e v e r y t h in g   p u r e r   a n d   m o re   b e a u tifu l. 

J le   c o u ld n ’ t  

iin a g in o   h o w   T o m ,  w i t h   th o   e asy carelessness  o f   th e   q u ite m a r r ie d   m a n ,  c o u ld   a llo w   t h a t   a n g e l  to   c o o k  a n d   w a s h f o r   t h e m ;   fo r   h im s e lf,  h o   w a s   a lw a y s   t r y i n g   to   save  h e r tro u b le ,  to   s p lit   h e r  firo w o o d   a n d   d ra w   h e r  w a te r ,  to m a k e   u p   f o r   th o   la c k   o f  s o c ie ty   in   t h a t   tra c k le s s   fo re s t, to   fin d   c o n v e rs a tio n   e ve n ,  as  soon  as  h is   f ir s t   a w e   o f  th e la d y   w o re   s lo w ly   a w a y   a n d   g a v e   p la c e   to   th o   s u b lim e a n d   d e lig h t f u l  co n scio u sn e ss  o f   secu re   frie n d s h ip . 

F o r  

M rs .  T o m ,  as  he  a lw a y s   c a lle d   h e r,  w a s   g ra c io u s   e n o u g h to   a d m it  h im   to   th o   h o n o u rs   o f h e r  c o n fid e n c e , a n d   to   t a lk w i t h   h im   o n   te r m s   o f   p e rfe c t  e q u a lit y . 

T h e   tr a p p e r ’s 

h e a r t  b o u n d e d   w i t h i n   h im   w h e n e v e r  she  g a v e   h im   a  k in d w o r d — th o   o n ly   w h it e   w o m a n ,  save  h is   o w n   m o th e r ,  ho h a d   e v e r  k n o w n   to   be   r e a lly   f r ie n d ly   w it h . 

M o n th   a ft e r   m o n th   th o s e   th re e   liv e d   o n   to g e th e r  in t h e i r   s tra n g e   h o u s e h o ld ,  s e ld o m   o r  n e v o r  s e e in g   a n y   one fr o m   o u t s id e ;  a n d   m o n th   a ft o r   m o n th   J a k e ’s  a d m ir a tio n a n d   d e v o tio n   to w a rd s   th o   d a in t y   w h it e   la d y   g re w   m o re  

» 

a n d   m o re   p ro fo u n d ,  c h iv a lr o u s ,  a n d   te n d e r. 

A s   fo r  T o m , 

h o   seem ed  to   t h i n k   less  a n d  less o f  h e r— o r  so  J a k e   fa n c ie d  

— as  tim e   w o n t  o n ;  to   be  u n w o r th y   o f   t h is   tre a s u re   ho h a d   w o n   so  e a s ily . 

H o   w a s   ro u g h   b u t   k in d ,  L u c y   s a id  

s o m e tim e s ,  w h e re a s   J a k e ,  as  ho   k n e w   in   b is   o w n   h e a rt, a n d   confessed  to   h im s e lf   s h e e p is h ly ,  w a s   k in d   a n d   n o t
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ro u g h ,  n e v e r  ro u g h   to   L u c y . 

H e   w o rs h ip p e d   th o   v e r y  

g ro u n d   o n   w h ic h   she  t r o d — h e ,  w ho so   a d o ra tio n   h a d n e v e r  been  s p o ilt  b y   th e   to o   g re a t  f a m ilia r it y   o f   a cco m p lis h e d   p ossession. 

W in t e r   cam e  o n ,  a n d   w it h   i t   t h a t   t e r r ib le   tim e   o f p r iv a t io n   fo r   a  lo n e   w o m a n   in   th e   c o ld ,  c o ld   n o r th .  L u c y w a s   s n o w e d   u p   a ll   d a y   in   th e   h u t ,   w h ic h   .Take  t r ie d   to m a k o   s t i l l   b r ig h t   a n d   p le a s a n t  f o r   h e r. 

l i e   b r o u g h t  in  

b o u g h s   o f   g re e n   s p r u c e - fir  to   d e c o ra to   th o   m a n te lp ie c e , a n d   re d   b e rrie s   o f   b itte r - s w e e t  to   p u t   in   th e   vases  t h a t n o w   fla n k e d   th e   m ir r o r . 

B u t   do   a ll  h o   c o u ld ,  L u c y ’s 

s p ir it s   fa lte re d   t e r r i b l y   in   t h a t   lo n g ,  close  tim e . 

T h o  

c o lo u r  b e g a n   to   fa d e   fro m   h e r  che eks,  a n d   th e   d r u d g e r y a n d   is o la tio n   o f   t h a t   a w fu l  lif e   b e g a n   to   t e l l   u p o n   h e r h e a lth ,  b o th   b o d ily   a n d   m e n ta l. 

“  T o m   h a d n ’ t  o u g h t  e v e r  to   h a v o   m a r r ie d   h e r ,”   J u k o th o u g h t. 

“   S he ’s  w o r ld s   to o   good  fo r   th o   lik e s   o f  us  p o o r h a r d y   tra p p e r s .” 

B u t   T o m   c o n s id e re d   h e r j u s t   g o o d   e n o u g h ,  a n d   n o t  one s cra p   m o re   th a n   t h a t ,   a n d   a c c o u n te d   h e r  lif e   a b o u t  as h a p p y   a p p a r e n tly   as  m o s t  o th e r  w o m e n ’s. 

W in t e r   w o re   on,  a n d   s tra n g e   t h in g s   a g a in   h a p p e n e d   in th e   h u t . 

I t   w a s  soon  to   h a v o   y e t   a n o th e r  in m a te . 

A g a in s t   t h a t   foresee n   c o n tin g e n c y   i t   w a s  J a k e   w h o t r a v e lle d   on   s n o w -sh o e s  a ll   th o   w a y   to   P o rta g e ,  a n d   on h is   o w n   h ir e d   s le ig h   b r o u g h t  b a c k   in   h is   t r a in   a  c o u n tr y d o c to r. 

I t   w a s   J a k o   w h o   la id   j n   a  s to c k   o f   condensed m i l k   f o r   th e   l i t t l e   o n e ’s  use,  a n d   w h o   h e ld   a n d   w a sh e d a n d   f ir s t   d ressed   th o   b a b y . 

“ O u r  b a b y ,”   J a k o   c a lle d   i t  

a lw a y s   w i t h   p r o p r ie t a r y   p r id e — th e   fin e s t  in fa n t,  he  w as w i l l i n g   to   w a g e r  a  sco re   o f   s k in s ,  in   a ll  th o   s q u a re   m ile s o f th e   H u d s o n   B a y   C o m p a n y ’s  t e r r it o r y . 

B u t   th o   m o re   th o   b a b y   liv e d   a n d   t h r iv e d   a n d   th e   m o ro J a k e   w o r s h ip p e d   a n d   a d m ir e d   it s   m o th e r,  th o   less  a n d less d id   T o m   seem   to   t h i n k  o f   th e m .  J a k e   w a s   b e g in n in g to   g e t  a n g r y   w i t h   T o m   in   h is   h e a r t  o f   h e a rts   f o r   h is
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w a n t   o f k in d lin e s s   a n d   re s p e c t  to   L u c y . 

I f   o n ly   s lio   h a d  

k e e n    his— b u t   th e re ,  J a k e   n e v e r  p e r m itt e d   h im s e lf  to t h in k   lik e   t h a t — o r  i f   he  d id   he   re a d   a  h i t   o f   a  c h a p te r in   L u c y ’s  h o o k   th a t  s lic ’ d   b r o u g h t   w it h   h e r,  f o r   ho   k n e w h o w   to   re a d ,  a n d   t h a t   soon  m a d e   h im   com e  ro u n d   a g a in w it h   a  ru s h   to   b e tte r   a n d   s a n e r  v ie w s   o f  th e   m a tte r. 

V . 

S u m m e r cam e a n d   w e n t, a n d   w in t e r   re tu r n e d   a g a in ,  a n d w i t h   i t   L u c y ’s  ill- h e a lt h   becam e  m o re   p ro n o u n c e d . 

Sho 

w a s   fa d in g ,  .Take  s o m e tim e s   th o u g h t,  u n d e r  stre s s   o f   t h a t h a rd   lif e ,   lik e   a  s u m m e r  flo w e r   b e fo re   th e   fro s ts   o f O c to b e r. 

H u t   T o m   d id n 't   see  i t ;   he   w a s   o fte n   p o s it iv e ly h a rs h   a n d   c ru e l  to   h e r   n o w ;   i t   m a de   J a k e ’s  h e a rt  bleed s o m e tim e s   to   h e a r  h o w   a n g r ily   a n d   u n k in d ly   ho   spo ke t o   h e r. 

O n e   m o r n in g   in   J a n u a ry ,  a  c o ld   s u n lit   m o rn in g ,  w h e n th e  th e rm o m e te r ( i f   t h e y ’d   h a d  o n e ) w o u ld  h a v e  s to o d  some f i f t y   d eg re es  b e lo w   z e ro ,  J a k e   roso  fro m   h is   b ed,  a ll  fie r y in   s o u l,  a n d   w e n t  o u t  to   h is   w o r k   to   t r a p   th e   e rm in e s in   t h e ir  w in t e r   liv e r y . 

l i e   w a s   i l l   a t  ease. 

T h in g s   g re w  

w o rs e   a n d   w o rs e   fo r   L u c y , 

l i e   h a d   h e a rd   v o ic e s   in   th e  

n ig h t   fro m   M rs .  T o m ’s  ro o m — T o m   a n d   h is   w ife   h a d bee n   h a v in g   w o rd s ,  he   k n e w . 

T h a t   w r e tc h   to   d a re   to  

t a l k   so  to   t h a t   a n g e l  ! 

S lo w ly   th e   c h a n g e   h a d   bee n   w o r k in g   in   h is   h e a rt.  I t h a d   w o rk e d   it s e l f   o u t  f u l l y   n o w . 

H e   h a d   lo v e d   T o m  

o nce,  a n d   th e n   th a t   m o r n in g ,  f o r   L u c y ’s  sake,  lie   k n o w h e   h a te d   h im . 

l i e   w e n t  a b o u t  h is   w o r k   w i t h   a  s lu g g is h   s o u l. 

I t   w as 

a  b it t e r   c o ld   d a y ,  e v e n   f o r   th e   f a r   n o r th ,  a n d   th e   s n o w g lit t e r e d   i c i l y   in   th e   c le a r  f r o s t y   s u n s h in e . 

T ic   lo n g e d  

e v e r y   m in u te   t o   be  b a c k   w it h   L u c y . 

T o   t h i n k   sho  w as 

u n h a p p y   a lo n e   in   th e   h u t   th e re ,  t h a t   p u re   f a i r   g ir l, 
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n u r s in g   h o r  g r ie f ,   w it h   non e   to   c o m fo rt  h e r ! 

I)o   w h a t 

h e   w o u ld   he   c o u ld n ’ t   h e lp   r e c u r r in g   to   i t .   A t   la s t  th o im p u ls e   w a s   too   s tr o n g   fo r   h im   to   ro x is b  

H o   l e f t   h is  

tra p s   h a lf   h a ite d   in   th e   s n o w ,  a n d   tr u d g e d   w e a r ily   h o m e a cross  th o   fro z e n   fo re s t  to   c o m fo rt  L u c y . 

A t   th o   d o o r  th e   s o u n d   o f  a n g r y   v o ic e s   m e t  h is   e a r  once m o re . 

H is   h e a rt  th ro b b e d   h a rd ,  a n d   th e n   s to o d   s t i l l w i t h i n   h im .  l i e   k n e w   a  g re a t  c ris is   in   h is   lif o   h a d   com e. 

W it h   t r e m b lin g   fin g e rs   ho  l if t e d   th o   l a t c h :  th e n   h e s tro d e ,  b la c k   as  n ig h t ,   in t o   th e   d e s o la te   l i t t l e   p a rlo u r . 

B y   th e   ta b le   L u c y   w as  s it t in g ,   h e r  face   in   h e r  h a n d s , w i t h   th e   b a b y   in   h e r  la p ,  s o b b in g   v io le n t ly . 

O p p o s ite  

w h e re   ho   stood  T o m   had  ju s t   ris e n ,  a n d   w as  s p e a k in g   in h a rs h   ton es  to   t h a t   p o o r  q u iv e r in g   w o m a n . 

A s   J a k e  

ra is e d   th e   la tc h   ho   c a u g h t j u s t   o n e   w o rd . 

I t   w a s   a  w o r d  

th a t  m a de   th o   b lo o d   b o il  in   h is   v e in s . 

T o m — th e   T o m  

he  h a d   once  lo v e d   so  w e ll— h a d   flu n g   a  h a te fu l  o a th   a t th e   w o m a n   J a k e   w o u ld   h a v e   d ie d   to   save  fro m   one  p a n g o f tro u b le . 

J a k e   w as  a  c h o le r ic   m a n ,  a n d   ho   c o u ld   s ta n d   i t   n o m o re . 

T h o   m a n   h a d   sj>oken  h is   o w n   c o n d e m n a tio n . 

A d v a n c in g   w it h   a  fir m   s tr id e   in t o   th e   m id d le   o f  th e   ro o m , he  lo o k e d   f u l l   in   T o m ’s  face,  one  fie rce   w ild   lo o k ,  a n d c rie d   o u t  a lo u d   in   a  t o r r ib lo   v o ic e ,  “ C o w a r d ! ” 

T h e n  

w it h o u t   p a u s in g   a  second,  in   th o   w h it e   h e a t  o f  h is rig h te o u s   in d ig n a tio n ,   he  p u lle d   o u t   h is   r e v o lv e r   fro m th e   b e lt  a t   h is   side ,  a n d   t a k in g   a im   s te a d ily ,  w it h   a tre m u lo u s   h a n d ,  s e n t  a  b u lle t   th r o u g h   th e   h e a rt  o f  L u c y ’s h u s b a n d . 

T o m   t u r n e d   j u s t   once  to w a rd s   h is   m u r d e r e r   as  he c la s p e d   h is   h a n d   to   h is   b le e d in g   b re a s t. 

T h e n   he  s ta g g e re d   a n d   f e ll  a t  f u l l   le n g th   on  th e   flo o r,  w it h   h is   life le s s hea d   close  b y   th o   le g s   o f   th e   p la in   w o o d e n   ta b le . 
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V I . 

A t   t h a t   t e r r ib le   s o u n d   L u c y   le a p t  fro m   h e r  p la c e ,  a n d , la y in g   d o w n   t.lio  b a b y ,  f lu n g   h e r s e lf  in   an   a g o n y   o f   t e r r o r a n d   a m a ze m e n t  on  t lio   life le s s   b o d y   o f   h e r  m u rd e re d h u s b a n d . 

I t   w as  a ll   so  g h a s tly ,  so  s u d d e n ,  so  in c o m p re h e n s ib le   ! 

S he  f lu n g   h e r s e lf u p o n   i t   in   o n e   w i l d   b u r s t o f   d e s p a ir ;  a n d   th e   a w f u l  c r y   t h a t   w e n t   u p   fro m   h e r lip s   to   h e a v e n   a b o ve   b r o u g h t   J a k e   a t  once  w i t h   a   ru s h to   a  b lin d in g   con scio usn ess  o f   h is   c rim e ,  a n d   o f  th e in s o lu b le   r id d le   w h ic h   i t   so  s te r n ly   im p o s e d   u p o n   h im . 

Q u ic k   as  l i g h t n in g ,   as  h e   lo u s e d   th e re ,  r e v o lv e r   in h a n d ,  w it h   th o   b o d y   o f   h is   f r ie n d   b le e d in g   fa s t  b e fo ro h is   eyes,  th o   w h o le   im p a s s a b le   d e a d lo c k   to   w h ic h   h o   h a d b r o u g h t   th in g s   b y   t h a t   irr e v o c a b le   a c t  fla s h e d   across  h is fe v e re d   b r a in   lik e   w ild f ir e . 

I t   w a s   im p o s s ib le ,  h o   sa id  

to   h im s e lf   in   h is   a g o n y ,  t h a t   L u c y   s h o u ld   pass  one  n ig h t a lo n e   u n d e r   t h a t   d e s e c ra te d   ro o f  w i t h   h e r  h u s b a n d ’s m u rd e r e r. 

I t   w a s   im p o s s ib le   t h a t   she  s h o u ld   a cc e p t  t h a t m u rd e r e r’s  e sc o rt  to  see  h e r  safe   t h r o u g h   th e   fro z e n   fo re s t to   th o   n e a re s t  p la c e   o f  re fu g e   fr o m   h is   b lo o d -s ta in e d p rese nce .  I t   w a s   im p o s s ib le   t h a t   ho   s h o u ld   l e t   h e r  tra m p a lo n e   w i t h   h e r  b a b y   in   m id - w in t e r   th r o u g h   th e   p a th le s s w o o d s,  s u rro u n d e d   b y   th o   m a n ifo ld   te r r o r s   o f  sa va g o w ild   bea sts  a n d   w ild e r   In d ia n s .  I t   w a s   im p o s s ib le   t h a t he   s h o u ld   le a v e   h e r  in   th e   h u t   b y   h e rs e lf w i t h   h e r  dea d h u s b a n d ,  to   s u ffe r  w h o   k n o w s   w h a t  a g o n ie s   o f   fe a r  a n d s o rro w ,  w h ile   h e   m a d e   h is   w a y   a lo n e   th r o u g h   th o   s n o w - 

c la d   la n d   to d e liv e r   h im s e lf  u p   to  o ffe n d e d  ju s tic e .  W h a t e v e r  w a y   ho  lo o k e d   a t  i t   ho   sa w   n o   d o o r  o f   escape— no d o o r  b u t   one,  a n d   fro m   t h a t   o ne  d o o r,  a ll   m u r d e r e r   as  he w as,  he   s h ra n k   b a c k   lik e   a  w o m a n . 

15ut  th e re   w a s   n o  

tim e   to   t h in k . 

l i e   m u s t  n e rv e   h im s e lf   to   a c t. 

T e n d e r ly  

a n d   re m o r s e fu lly   ho  ra is e d   t h a t   d e a d ly   w e a p o n   a g a in   in h is   h a n d ,  p o in te d   i t   s tr a ig h t ,   a n d   fir e d   u n f lin c h in g ly . 
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M l

A n o t h e r   r e p o r t,  a n o th e r  lo u d   c r y ,   a n d   a n o th e r   t h ic k c lo u d   o f  w h it e   .smoko  in   th e   l i t t l e   p a r lo u r . 

W h e n   i t   c le a re d   a w a y   L u c y   la y   life le s s   o n   T o n i’ s  w a r m co rp se ,  a n d  J a k e   s to o d   a lo n e   in   th o   h u t   w i t h   th e   b a h y . 

Who  w a s   s h o t  q u ite   dea d   th r o u g h   th o   h e a rt  fro m   th e h a c k .  J a k e ’s  p ra c tis e d   h a n d   h a d   n o v e l'  ta k e n   a  s u re r a im .  H o   h a d   n e rv e d   h im s e lf  to   th o   ta s k   to   save  h e r needless  p a n g s   o f  m in d   o r  b o d y , 

l i e   h a d   d a re d   to   s o lv e  

th o   in s o lu b le   p ro b le m   in   th o   ono  a w f u l  w a y   t h a t   s t i l l re m a in e d   o p e n   to   h im . 

v i  r. 

A s   soon  as  he  h a d   s u ffic ie n tly   re c o v e re d   fro m   th e   l i r s t s ic k e n in g   h o r r o r   o f   t h a t   t e r r ib le   sccno  J a k e   to o k   th o   tw o b o d ie s   u p   r e v e r e n tly   fro m   th e   g ro u n d   in   h is   a rm s ,  a n d la id   th e m   sid e   b y   sid e   o n   th o   bed  in   t h e ir   o w n   b e d ro o m . 

T h e n   ho   k n e lt   d o w n   lik e   a  c h ild   b eside   th o   bed  a n d p ra y e d . 

W o rd s   cam e  to   h im   in   h is   n eed.  H o   p ra y e d  

lo n g ,  a n d   f e r v e n t ly ,   a n d   e a rn e s tly . 

B u t   ho   d id n ’t   p r a y   f o r   m e rc y   o r  fo rg iv e n e s s   f o r   h im s e lf. 

I t   w a s  n o t  o f  h im s e lf  o r   h is   o w n   s e lfis h   fe a rs   f o r   th is w o r ld   o r  th o   n e x t  t h a t   J a k e   w a s  t h in k in g . 

H o   p ra y e d  

f o r   th e   s o u ls   o f   T o m   a n d   L u c y . 

H o   w a s n ’ t   th e o lo g ia n  

e n o u g h   to   k n o w   in   h is   s im p le   m in d   t h a t   in   (ho  p a r t ic u la r C h u rc h   o f  w h ic h   h o   re c k o n e d   h im s e lf   to   be   an   o u t ly in g m e m b e r  p ra y e rs   f o r   th e   dead  a re   d is c o u n te n a n c e d   a n d   d is c o u ra g e d . 

l i e   fo llo w e d   th o   d ic ta te s   o f   h is   o w n   in n e r m o s t  in s t in c t .   H o   p ra y e d   t h a t   T o m   a n d   L u c y   m ig h t h e n c e fo rth   h a v e   re s t,  a n d   m ig h t   f o r g iv e   h im   t h is   w ic k e d w r o n g   h o   h a d   don e   th e m . 

l i e   p ra y e d   t h a t   th e   b a b y —  

L u c y ’s  b a b y — m ig h t   be  sp a re d   to   liv o   as it s   m o th e r   w o u ld h ave   w is h e d   it ,   a n d   g r o w   u p   to   a  h a p p ie r  lif e   th a n   e v e r h e rs   h a d   b een. 

H e   p ra y e d   w i t h   g re a t  beads  o f   d e w  

s ta n d in g   o n   h is   c o ld   b ro w   in   th e   a g o n y   o f   h is   re p e n ta n t
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rc iu o rs o   a m i  c o n t r it io n . 

L a s t  o f   a ll  ho  h u m b ly   p ra y e d  

a  m e r c ifu l  H e a v e n ,  in   s im p le   b u t   h e a r t f e lt   w o rd s ,  to   bo p le a se d   to   la y   u p o n   h im   s u c h   c o n d ig n   p u n is h m e n t  as  th e m a g n itu d e   o f   th o   g re a t  c r im e   ho   h a d   j u s t   c o m m itte d m o s t  d u ly   m e rite d . 

T h e n ,  c o n s cio u s   o f   a  deep  a n d   a b id in g   g u i l t   t h a t   m ado h im   u n w o r th y   to   k n e e l  a n y   lo n g e r  b e s id e   th e   corpse id'  th a t p u re   a n d   b e a u t if u l  w o m a n  w h o m   h e   h a d   lo v e d   a nd m u rd e re d ,  h o   rose  o nco   m o re ,  w i t h   s ta g g e rin g   s to p s   w e n t o u t  in t o   th o   s n o w   a lo n e   w i t h   h is   c rim e ,  a n d   d u g   a  deep h o le   w i t h   a  p ic k   in   th o   fro z e n   d r i f t   to   re c e iv e   th o s o   tw o p ite o u s   b le e d in g   b o d ie s, 

l l o   c o u ld n ’ t   b u r y   th e m ,  to   bo 

s u re ,  f o r   th e   g ro u n d   w a s   to o   h a rd   ;  lm t   he  c o u ld   la y   th e m u p   th e re   safe  i n   th e   p r e s e r v in g   s n o w ,  and  p o u r  w a t e r   to fre eze   a bo ve   t h e ir   te m p o r a r y   g ra v e ,  so  t h a t   th e y   m ig h t lie   th e re   in   s a fe ty   fr o m   th o   w o lv e s   a n d   th e   foxe s  t i l l   th e th a w   se t  in ,  w h e n   m e n   fro m   th e   f o r t   c o u ld   com o  o v e r  a n d ta k e   th e m   to   N itc h e g o u n a   c e m e te ry . 

T h e re   L u c y   s h o u ld  

lie   in   h o ly   e a r th   t i l l   th o   D a y   o f   J u d g m e n t. 

W h e n   th e   g ra v e   w a s   d u g   ho   c a rrie d   o u t   th o s e   tw o te n d e r ly   o nco   m o re   in   h is   a rm s ,  a n d   la id   th o rn   s id e   b y sid e   w i t h   t h e ir   faces  tu r n e d   to w a rd s   ono  a n o th e r  in   th e tr e n c h   ho   h a d   th u s   m a d o   to   ro c u iv e   th o rn . 

O v e r  th o  

to p  o f  th o   tre n c h   he  p o u re d   b u c k e ts   o f   w a te r,  a n d   in   h a lf an  h oi 

in te n s e   w a s   th o   c o ld   o n   t h a t   b it t e r ,   g li t t e r i n g J a n u a ry  

y ,  th o   w h o le   m ass  w as  fro z e n   s t i l l ’  a n d   s o lid to g e th e r  as  a  g r a n ite   c o lu m n . 

A f t e r   t h a t   J a k o   lo o k   L u c y 's   l i t t l e   b o o k   fro m   h e r le a th e r desk,  a n d   s lo w ly   a n d   s o le m n ly ,  in   s p ito   o f   m a n y s tu m b lin g   e ffo rts ,  re a d   o v e r  th o   g ra v e ,  w i t h   b lin d in g te a rs   a n d   c h o k in g   v o ic e ,  th o   C h u rc h   o f   E n g la n d   b u r ia l s e rv ic e . 

A t   tim e s   h is   to n g u o   fa ile d   h im   a n d   h is   lip s  

q u iv e re d ,  b u t   s t i l l   h o   w o n t  o n   a lo n e   in   th o   c le a rin g . 

C om e  w h a t   m ig h t ,   L u c y   s h o u ld   n o t  bo  b u r ie d   w it h o u t C h r is tia n   b u r ia l. 

A s   ho  fin is h e d   h e   flu n g   h im s e lf 

p a s s io n a te ly   o n   th o   g ra v e ,  a n d   c rie d   o u t  a lo u d   fro m   h is
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v e r y   lic a r t   i n   a  b ro k e n   v o ic e ,  “   T o m ,  T o m ,  I   w a s   y o u r f r io n il,   a n d   I   k ille d   y o u   ! 

I   k ille d   y o u   !  ” 

B u t  lie   d id n ’ t  

d a re   to   sa y  a  la s t  fa r e w e ll  to   b u o y . 

M u r d e r e r   th a t  lie  

w a s ,  lie   w a s   u n w o r th y   to   spe ak  to   h e r. 

F r o m   th e  g ra v e  J a k e  tu r n e d  once m o re ,  a w fu l  in   h is  lo n e lin e s s ,  in to   th o   b a re   h u t,  w h e re   th e   b a b y   la y   c r y in g   a n d s tr e tc h in g   o u t  it s   n in e   m o n th s ’  a rm s   fo r  it s   dead  m o th e r, 

.la k e   to o k   i t   u p   in   h is   f a t h e r ly   h a n d s   a n d   k is s e d   i t ,   as  ho h a d   k iss e d   i t   m a n y   tim e s   b e fo re ,  a n d   m ix e d   i t   som e  fo o d w i t h   b ro k e n   b is c u it   a n d   c o n d e n s e d   m ilk ,   a n d   le d   i t   w it h   a spoon  t i l l   i t   s m ile d   a n d   w a s   h a p p y . 

T h e n   he  w ra p p e d   th o   b a b y   in   a  t h ic k   w a r m   s k in , ro lle d   in   h e r dress a ll  t h e ir  r e m a in in g  b a n k -n o te s ,  s tra p p e d h is   k n a p s a c k  on  h is   b a c k , f u l l   o f  c o n d e n s e d   m ilk ,   fa s te n e d th e   sno w -sho es  on   h is   w e a ry   fe e t,  a n d   se t  o u t  th r o u g h   th e s n o w   w i t h   th o   b a b y   in   h is   a rm s ,  p re s s e d   closo  to   h is b re a s t,  in   a  p a ro x y s m   o f   re m o rs e ,  to   g iv e   h im s e lf  u p   f o r th e   d o u b le   m u r d e r   to   th e   a u th o r itie s   a t  O tta w a . 
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I t   w a s   a   w o o d la n d   s lo p e   b e h in d   S t.  P io rre -lc s -B a iu H . 

J la s il  llu n io   w a s  w a lk in g   a lo n e   o n   th e   edg e   o f  th e   h i l l s id e . 

E v e r y b o d y   k n o w s   S t.  P ie r re ,  th a t   d re a m   o f   peace a m o n g   th o   V osg es  m o u n ta in s — a  n e s tlin g   to w n ,  h ig h p e rc h e d   i n   a  n o o k   a b o ve   a  d ee p   b lu e   la k e ,  a m id   a s h a d o w y   la n d   o f  s p r e a d in g   p in e   fo re s t,  g re y   g r a n ite   h ills , a n d  g re a t  ic e -w o rn  b o u ld e rs . 

H a s il  h a d   fin is h e d   h is   d a y ’s 

w o r k   a m o n g   th o   d a p p le d   lig h t s   o f   th e   u p la n d ,  a n d   w a s s t r o llin g   a lo n g   n o w ,  w i t h   h is   s k e tc h -b o o k   h a n g in g   i d ly   in one  h a n d   b y   h is   s id e ,  t a k in g   m e n ta l  n o te s   as  ho  w e n t  o f e v e n in g   e ffe cts   b e tw e o n   th o   b ra n c h e s   o f   th o   fo re s t. 

H is  

h e a d ,  as  h e   s tr o lle d   on,  w a s   c ra m m e d   f u l l   o f   M a rc e lla , l i e   c a lle d   h e r  “ M a r c e lla ”   to   h im s e lf,  in   h is   h a p p y   d a y d re a m s ,  th o u g h   to   h e r   face,  o f   cou rse,  lik e   a ll  th e   re s t  o f th o   w o r ld ,  h o   spo ke   o f   h e r  a lw a y s   as  “  M rs .  G r is w o ld .” 

S he  h a d   f ille d   a  la r g o   p la c e   in   th e   p a in te r ’s  m in d   th o s e h is t  s ix   w e e ks  :  th o   V o sg e s  w as  to   lia s il  o ne  lo n g   i d y l l   o f M a rc e lla . 

S u d d e n ly — u n e x p e c te d ly — a t  a  s h a rp   t u r n   in   th e   fo o tp a th , ho   h e a rd , c lo so   b y , th e  d e lic a te  r u s t lin g  o f  a  w o m a n ’ s g o w n   a g a in s t  th e   h a rd   g li t t e r i n g   ro c k ,  in t o   w h ic h   a  w a y h a d   been  w o r n   d e e p   fo r  fu tu r e   tr a ffic   b y   c o u n tle s s   n a k e d o r  su iio f-clad   fe e t  o f   m o u n ta in  p easants.  H o   s ta rte d   a t  th e s o u n d .  I l i s  h e a rt  b e a t  q u ic k e r. 

N e x t   m o m e n t  he   lo o k e d  

u p :   M a rc e lla   s to o d   b e fo re   h im . 
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S ho  w as  dressed  as  u s u a l  i n   h e r  s im p le   E n g lis h   m o rn in g   c o s tu m e   ;  ta ilo r- m a d o ,  a ll   n e a tn e ss. 

I n   h e r  lo f t   h a n d  

sho  h o ld   c a re le s s ly  a  l i t t l e   s k e tc h -b o o k   ;  h e r r i g h t   g ra s p e d a  f r o s h ly   g a th e re d   s p r a y   o f   p a lo   w h it e   b u t t e r f ly   o rc h id . 

I t s   g h o s tly   t h in   flo w e rs ,  w i t h   t h e ir   lo n g   p a lo   s tre a m e rs a n d   t h e ir  f a in t   tin g e  o f  g ro e n ,s e e m e d   to   s u it  m o st s tr a n g e ly w it h   h e r   s o ft  c h ild lik e   b e a u ty . 

T o   c o v e r  th e   e m b a rra s s m e n t  o f   th e   s u d d e n   m e e tin g ,  she  h e ld   u p   th e  p a llid  w it c h -  

b lo sso m s b e fo ro   B a s il’s  eyes. 

“   W1 m t   do   y o u   sa y  to    that,   M r .  I l u m o ? ”   she  a sked  th e a d m ir in g   p a in te r,  w i t h   one  o f   h e r  s u n n y   s m ile s . 

“ N o w , 

a re n ’t   th e y   ju s t  b e a u tifu l  ? ” 

B a s il  to o k   th e   s p ra y ,  tr e m b lin g ,   fro m   h e r  g lo v e le s s lin g e rs . 

“   T h e y    are  b e a u t if u l, ”   h o   a n s w e re d ,  lo o k in g t i m i d l y   in to   h e r  eyes  a n d   th e n   b a c k   a g a in   a t  th o   flo w e rs . 

“   I  k n o w   th e m   w e ll  o f  o ld .  T h e y  seem  ju s t   th e   l i t   flo w e rs fo r   s u c h   c o u n tr y   as  t h is ,   w i t h   t h e ir   tra n s p a re n t  w l i it c y -  

g re e n ,  a n d   t h e ir   f lo a t in g   p e n n o n s   o f   p e ta ls . 

A n d   h o w  

s tr a n g e ly   t h in   ! 

T h e ir   c o lo u r  re m in d s   one,  s o m e h o w , 

a lm o s t  o f   th o   m is tle to e   b e r r y . ” 

l i e   ceased,  a n d   lo o k e d   h a rd   a t  h e r. 

T h e re   w a s  a 

m o m e n t’s  pause. 

M a rc e lla   w a s   a cc u sto m e d   to   h a v in g  

m e n   lo o k   h a rd   a t  h e r. 

Y e t   t h is   w a s   o n o   o f  th o s o   pauses 

t h a t   seem  to   c a ll  fo r  la n g u a g e . 

B a s il  g azed   a t  th o   s k y . 

T h e n ,  a ft e r   a  m in u te ’s  d e la y ,  h e   re c o v e re d   h im s e lf   w i t h a  s ta r t,  a n d   b r o u g h t  h is   eyes  b a c k   w i t h   a  b o u n d   once m o re   fr o m   i n f i n i t y   to   M a rc e lla . 

“  I ’m   lu c k y   to   fin d   y o u   a lo n e ,”   ho  sa id . 

“   1— I   w a n te d  

to   spe ak  w i t h   y o u .” 

“  I ’ m   g e n e r a lly   a lo n e ,”   M a rc e lla   s a id   s im p ly ,  lo a n in g f o r   a  m o m e n t  as  sho  s p o k e   a g a in s t  a  g re a t  g ra n ite b o u ld e r. 

B a s il  lo o k e d   a t  h e r  w it h   k e e n   eyes. 

“   Y o u r   h u s b a n d ’s 

s t i l l   in   P a r is ? ”   ho   aske d. 

M a rc e lla   n o d d e d   a sse nt.  “  Y e s,  as  u s u a l,  in   P a ris ,”   she a n s w e re d . 

“   l i e   cares  f o r   n o t h in g   else  o n   e a rth   b u t   t h a t L
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— a n d   V ic h y ,   a n d   M o n  to   C a rlo ,  a n d   T r o u v illo ,   a n d   IT<>m-lm r t f . " 

“ A n d   y o u   s to p   lic r o   s t i l l ? ”   th e   y o u n g   m a n   v e n tu re d to   p u t   in . 

M a rc e lla   g azed   u p   a t  h im . 

N e v e r  b o fo ro   in   hiN  lif e , 

ho  t h o u g h t,  had  lie   noon  t h a t   b a h y -fa c o   so  b o w it e liin g ly , so  p r o v o k in g ly ,   h o   e n t ic in g ly   b e a u t if u l. 

H e r   r ic h   re d  

lip s   lo o k e d   f o r   a ll  t lio   w o r ld   lik e   a  p re s s in g   in v it a t io n   to b re a k   o u t r i g h t   th e   m o st  b r i t t l e   o f  th e   c o m m a n d m e n ts . 

“   Y e s ,  1  s ta y   h e ro   s t i l l , ”   she  a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  h a lf -  

m u tte re d   s ig h . 

“   I   s h a ll  s ta y   h e ro   a ll  s u m m e r  n o w ,  I  

suppose,  t i l l   A lv a n   is  g r a c io u s ly   p le a se d   to   ta k e   m o  to th e   R iv ie r a . 

I t ’s  a  v e r y   g o o d   p la c e   to   s h e lv e   a  p erso n  

in ,  w h e n   y o u   w a n t   to   g e t  r id   o f  th e m . 

A n d   in d e e d ,”   she 

a d d e d ,  le t t i n g   h e r  e y e lid s   d ro p   a n d   h e r  eyes  f a ll  g ra c e f u l l y   on  th e   g lim p s e s   o f  b lu e   la k e   a n d   w h it e   to w n   f a r b e lo w   th e m ,  “ a  p r e t t ie r   p la c e ,  o r  a  s w e e te r,  o ne  w o u ld h a r d ly   w a n t   to   be  s h e lv e d   in . ” 

B a s il  h a r d ly   k n e w   h o w   to   a n s w e r  h e r. 

I t   w a s   an   open 

s e c re t,  to   bo  s u re ,  w it h   a ll  th e   w o r ld   o f   S t.  F ie rro ,  on w h a t  te rm s   she  liv e d   w i t h   A lv a n   G r is w o ld ;   e v e ry b o d y k n e w   it ,   a n d   e v e ry b o d y   ta lk e d   o f   i t . 

B u t   B a s il  h a d  

n e v e r  b e fo re   h o a rd   .M a rc e lla   h e r s e lf  a llu d e   so  p la in ly   to h e r  re la tio n s   w i t h   h e r  h u s b a n d . 

H e   w a s   s o r r y   to   h e a r 

h e r  n o w . 

I l e r   fra n k n e s s   g a v e   h im   a n   u n e a s y   fe e lin g o f  b o y is h   a w k w a rd n e s s .  T o   b re a k   th e   s ilc n c o ,  ho   g la n c e d d o w n   a t  th e   l i t t l e   s k e tc h -b o o k   she  h e ld   i d l y   in   h e r  h a n d . 

“   Y o u ’ ve  boon  d r a w in g ,  I   see,”   ho   s a id   in g e n u o u s ly . 

“   M a y   I   lo o k   a t  w h a t  y o u ’ v o   been  d o in g ?  ” 

M a r c e lla   h o ld   th e   b o o k   o u t  h a lf-a p o lo g e tic a lly   to w a rd s h im ,  w i t h   one  f in g e r   b e tw e e n   th e   le a ve s. 

“  B u t   y o u ’l l  

t h i n k   n o t h in g   o f  i t , ”   she  m u rm u re d ,  w i t h   a  f a i n t   b lu s h on  t h a t   p e a c h -lik e   c h e e k .  “  I   c a n ’ t   b e a r  to   s h o w  m y  w o r k to   p ro fe s s io n a l  a rtis ts . 

O n e   does  one’s  l i t t l e   b est,  a n d  

th e n   th e y   w h o   k n o w   t h i n k   s u c h   v e r y   s m a ll  t h in g s   o f  i t . ” 

B a s il  to o k   th e   s k e tc h -b o o k   s h y ly  fro m   h e r   h a lf- r e s is tin g
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fin g o rs , 

“   I ’ m   s u re ,'’  ho  s a id ,  in   a  H orious  to n e ,  “ I   c o u ld n e v e r  t h in k   s m a ll  th in g s   o f   a n y t h in g   on  e a rth    you  ilid , M rs .  G r is w o ld .” 

A n d   in d e e d   he  s p o k e   th e   t r u t h . 

H a d   th e y   b ee n   t lio  

v e r ie s t  d a u b s   e v e r  sp la sh e d   u p o n   p a p e r,  ho   w o u ld   h a v e fo u n d   th e m   b e a u t if u l 

fo r  M a rc e lla   h a d   p a in te d   th e m . 

l i e   o pe n e d   th e   slcotch  b oo k  a t  ra n d o m   a n d   tu r n e d   o v e r a  p a g e   o r  tw o . 

l i e   h a d   n o   need  fo r   in d u lg e n c e . 

T h e  

s ke tch e s,  th o u g h   a m a te u ris h   o f   co u rs e ,  b e tra y e d   in   e v e ry to u c h   a  n a tiv o   e ye  f o r   fo r m  a n d   c o lo u r. 

“  l i n t   th e s o   a re   th e   re a l  s tu ff,”   ho  s a id ,  lo o k in g   in t o th e m   c a r e fu lly . 

“   N o t h in g   c o u ld   be  m ore  g ra c e fu l,  n o w , 

th a n   th e   b ra n c h e s   o f   t h a t   p in e ;  a n d   th e n   th e  sp o ts   o f  l i g h t on   th e   ru s s e t  p atche s  o f  m oss— h o w   tru e ,  h o w   n a tu r a l  !  ” 

“   Y o u  r e a lly   lik e  th e m  ? ”   M a rc e lla  c rie d ,  le a n in g  e a g e r ly fo r w a r d . 

S he  w a s  a  c h ild   in   h e r  eag erne ss.  “  Y o u   t h in k  

th e y ’re  n o t rp iite   h opeless — n o t q u ite   s i l l y   fo r a b e g in n e r ? ” 

l la s il  h e ld   th o   b o o k   in   f r o n t   o f   h im ,  a  l i t t l e   o n   one sid e ,  a n d   eyed  th o   s k e tc h e s   a ska nce,  w it h   th o   s e a rc h in g gaze  o f  a  c r it ic .   “  O n   th o   c o n tr a r y ,”   he  a n s w e re d   s lo w ly , w it h   tra n s p a re n t  t r u t h   in   th o   v e r y   l i n g   o f   h is   h o n e s t voio o,  “ I   s h o u ld   sa y  th e y   d is p la y   u n u s u a l  n a tiv o   b e n t ; th o   l i g h t   a n d   sha de   in   p a r t ic u la r   a re  v e r y  n e a tly  h a n d le d , a n d   y o u r   sense  o f   c o lo u r— w e ll,  is   f a r   a b o ve   th o   a v e ra g e . 

Y o u   o u g h t  to   ta k e   lessons.” 

T h e n   he a d d e d , a ft e r   a  s h o r t 

pause,  “  I f  some  a r t is t   fr ie n d ,  n o w ,  c o u ld   g iv e   y o u   a  h in t o r  t w o — m y s e lf,  f o r   e x a m p le — w o u ld   y o u   m in d   m y  c o m in g ro u n d   to   h e lp   y o u   iin is h   o ff o c c a s io n a lly ? ” 

“ O h ,  h o w   g o o d   o f  y o u  ! ”   M a rc e lla   c rie d ,  a n d   lo o k e d   u p a t   h im   w i t h   t h a t   t i m i d l y   c o n fid in g   g la n c e   w h ic h   w a s   ono o f  th o   c h ie f   c h a rm s   o f  h e r   a lm o s t  c h ild - lik e   b e a u ty . 

“   I t  

w 'o u ld   bo  so  a w f u lly   k in d   o f   y o u . 

I   c a n ’ t  sa y  h o w   g ra te f u l   y o u r   h e lp   w o u ld   m a k e   m e .” 

B a s il  s tr u c k   w h ile   th e   ir o n   w a s  h o t.  “ T h e r e ’s  n o t h in g lik e   w o r k in g   a t  a  s k e tc h   w h ile   i t ’s  fre s h   in   y o u r   m in d ,” 

h o   s a id   e a g e rly . 

“ Y o u ’v e   been  e n g a g e d   on   the so   p in o
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tre e s ,  w i t h   tk o   flo w e rs   in   th e   fo re g ro u n d ,  t h is   a fte rn o o n , I   see. 

M a y   I   com e  ro u n d   to   y o u r   h o te l  t o - n ig h t ,   a n d v o lu n te e r   ju s t   a  h i n t   o r   t w o   as  to   te c h n ic a l  p o in ts   in y o u r   m a n a g e m e n t  o f  y o u r   tre e   fo r m s ? ” 

M a rc e lla   s h ra n k   b a c k ,  a  l i t t l e   a la rm e d   a n d   abashed. 

“ O h   n o !   n o t  t o - n ig h t , ”   she  sa id   q u ic k ly . 

“ I — I   h a v e  

a n   e n g a g e m e n t  t h is   e v e n in g . 

Som e  frie n d s   fro m   th o  

B e lle -V u e   a ro   c o m in g   ro u n d   to   see  m e. 

B u t   a n y   o th e r 

n ig h t   w h e n   y o u   h a p p e n   to   bo  fre e ,  I   s h o u ld   be   so  a w f u lly o b lig e d   to   y o u . 

I t   m u s t  be  th e   e v e n in g ,  I   suppose? 

d a y lig h t   a t  p re s e n t  is   to o   p re c io u s   to   e n c ro a c h   u p o n .” 

“  W e ’l l   m a k e   i t   W e d n e s d a y ,  th e n ,”   B a s il  c rie d ,  o v e rjo y e d ,  a n d   h a r d ly   a b le   to   c o n ta in   h im s e lf.  I t   w a s  a  g re a t t h in g   f o r   h im   to   bo   p e r m itte d   so  to   c a ll  u p o n   M a rc e lla . 

l i e   w as j u s t   g o in g   to   m o v e   on   in   th e   d ir e c tio n   o f  th o to w n ,  fro m   th e   m o ss -cla d   b o u ld e r  a g a in s t  w h ic h   th e y h a d   been  le a n in g   t h e i r   b a c k s   d u r in g   t h is   b r i e f   l i t t l e c o llo q u y ,  w h e n ,  ro u n d   th e   sam e  c o rn e r  w h e re   M a rc e lla h a d   s u rp ris e d   h im ,  a  h a n d s o m e   m a n ,  in   k n ic k e r b o c k e rs , w i t h   a  s o ft  s lo u c h   h a t,  b ro k e   in   u n e x p e c te d ly   u p o n   t h e ir le tc -a -tc te   w i t h   a  s u d d e n   s h o r t   w h is t le . 

B a s il  h a d   seen 

h im   in   th e   to w n   m o re   th a n   once  b e fo re ,  a n d   ta k e n   a h a n d   a t   e c n r ti  w i t h   h im   in   th e   r u r a l  C a s in o . 

H e   w a s  

a  h a n d s o m e   y o u n g   F re n c h m a n ,  G u y   de  M a r ig n y   b y n a m e ,  a n d   a  s o ld ie r  b y   p ro fe s s io n . 

“  A h ,  te   v o iliv ,  M a r c e lla ! ”   th e   n e w -c o m e r  c rie d   in F re n c h ,  b lu r t in g   o u t  h e r   C h r is tia n   n a m o   b e fo re   ho   p e rc e iv e d   th e   s tr a n g e r. 

“ I ’ ve   been  lo o k in g   f o r   y o u   u p   a n d  

d o w n   fo r  th o   la s t  t w e n t y   m in u te s .” 

T h e n   h e   g a v e   a 

h a s ty   s ta r t,  a n d   tu r n e d   m o re   s t if f ly   to   B a s il,  r a is in g   liis b ig   s lo u c h   h a t  as  he   s p o k e . 

“  M o n s ie u r,  je   v o u s   s a lu e ,” 

he   said . 

“  I   d id   n o t  a t  f ir s t   p e rc e iv e   t h a t   m a d a n ie   w as a c c o m p a n ie d .” 

“   So  i t   seem s,”   B a s il  r e p lie d   d r i l y ,   h a l f   s o r ry   t h a t   ho s h o u ld   h a v e   c a u g h t  th o   u n g u a rd e d   w o rd ,  a n d   s t i l l   m o re u n g u a rd e d    tutoiem ent.  

“  I   w as  r e t u r n in g   fro m   m y   d a y ’s
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w o r k , 

u p   a m o n g   th o   h ills ,   a n d   a t   a  b o n d   o f   th e   p a th h e ro   I   cam o  s u d d e n ly   u p o n   m a d a m c .” 

D o   M a r ig u y   s m ile d   a n d   n o d d e d ,  t r y i n g   to   lo o k   u n c o n ce rn e d .  L ik e   a  w e ll- b r e d   F re n c h m a n ,  ho  p u t   th o   h o st face  u p o n   i t . 

M a rc e lla   tu r n e d   to   h im   w i t h   one  o f   h e r  b e w itc h in g s m ile s . 

“ M r .   H u m e   has  bee n   so  k in d , ”   she  s a id ;  “ oh, 

m a is   s i  a im a b le !  m a is   s i  a im a b lo ! 

l i e   h as  p ro m is e d   t<> 

com o  ro u n d   a n d   h e lp   m o  w it h   m y   s ke tch e s. 

H e 's   g o in g  

to   g iv e   m o  lessons  i n   th e   e v e n in g ,  do   y o u   k n o w ,  b e g in n in g   im m e d ia te ly .” 

“ N o t  t o - n i g h t ? ”   ! ) c   M a r ig n y   in te rp o s e d ,  w i t h   an a n x io u s   a ir . 

‘  O h   n o ,  n o t  t o - n i g h t ! "   M a rc e lla   a n s w e re d ,  d a r t in g   a q u ic k   g la n c e   a t   h im   fro m   u n d e r  h e r  h a t. 

“   I   w a s   ju s t  

e x p la in in g   t h a t   to   h im . ” 

“ F o r   t o - n ig h t , ”   D o   M a r ig n y   w e n t  o n,  t u r n in g   o nce m o re   to   B a s il,  “  m a d a m o   is   e n g a g e d   to   com o  to   m y   s is te r-in - la w ’s,  w h o   h o ld s   a  r e c e p tio n .” 

B a s il  n o te d   th o   d is c re p a n c y ,  b u t   w a s   to o   p o lite ,  o f course,  to   c a ll  a tt e n t io n   to   i t   o v e r tly . 

T w o ’s  c o m p a n y ; 

th r e e ’s  none. 

l i e   h a d   seen  e n o u g h   n o w   to   t e ll  h im   v e r y  

p la in ly   t h a t   M a rc e lla   a n d   Do  M a r ig n y   w e re   on   tho se te rm s   o f   in t im a c y   w h e re   a  t h i r d   p e rs o n   is   w h o lly   s u p e rflu o u s   to   th o   c o n v e rs a tio n . 

W i t h   som e  s lig h t   e xcu se   fo r 

t a k in g   a  s h o rt  c u t  d o w n   th o   h ills id e ,   ho   ra is e d   h is   h a t a n d   le f t   th e m   a b r u p tly . 

B u t   ho  w e n t  d o w n   th o   h i l l  

s o m e w h a t  h e a v y   in   h e a r t. 

Y o u r   h u s b a n d   in   P a r is   ho 

a ccepted,  o f  co u rs e ,  as  a  necessary  e le m e n t  o f   th e   s itu a t io n — a ll  m a r r ie d   w o m e n   h a v e   a  h u s b a n d   s o m e w h e re —- 

b u t   D e  M a r ig n y ,  he  s a w   a t once, w as a  fa r  m o re  d a n g e ro u s r iv a l. 
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A l l   n e x t  d a y ,  to   re lie v e   h is   s o u l,  B a s il  w o rk e d   h a rd   a t h is   p ic tu r e ,  h ig h   u p   on   th o   h ills id e . 

H e   s ta rte d   b e tim e s  

in   th e   e a rly   m o rn in g ,  a n d   d id n ’ t   r e tu r n   to   h is   h o te l  in th o   to w n   t i l l   d in n e r- tim e . 

E v e n   th e n ,  as  is   th e   w o n t  o f 

n rtis ts ,  ho   w a s   la te   f u r    table  d ’hote.  

l i e   cam e  d o w n , 

h a s t ily   d ressed ,  a t  th o   e n d   o f   th o   fis h   cou rse,  to   f in d   h is n e ig h b o u rs   on  e ith e r   s id e   b u s ily   d is c u s s in g   th e   la te s t n e w   s e n s a tio n   in   th o   fo r m   o f  a   crim e  pa ssion cl.  

I I o   p a id  

l i t t l e   heed  to   th e m .  I l i s   h ea d   w a s   e q u a lly   d iv id e d   n o w b e tw e e n   M a rc e lla   a n d   h is   p a in t in g ;   so  ho  to o k   s m a ll  n o lo o f   th o   g o s s ip   a n d   tw a d d lo   w h ic h   in te re s ts   th e    tid/le  d'hnle o rd e r  o f   in t e lle c t . 

I I o   m e re ly   g a th e re d   v a g u e ly   fro m  

sid e   h in t s   w h ic h   th o   o th e r s   le t   d ro p ,  t h a t   so m e b o d y s o m e w h e re — a n   A m e ric a n ,  as  ho ju d g e d — h a d   com e  h o m e u n e x p e c te d ly ,  fro m   th o   s k y   o r  e ls e w h e re ,  to   f in d   h is   w ife a n d   h e r   lo v e r   in    fla g ra n te   d elicto,   a n d   h a d   s h o t  h is   r i v a l dea d   b e fo re   th o   v e r y   eyes  o f   th e   u n h a p p y   w o m a n . 

F o r  

som e  m in u te s   B a s il  s a id   n o t h in g   as  to   h o w   s u c h   a n   a p p a llin g   a c t  im p re s s e d   h i m ;  b u t   th o   g e n e ra l  t r u c u le n t s a tis fa c tio n   o f  th e   goo d   m o ra l  f o lk   a t   th e   ta b le   b y   h is side ,  o v e r  t h is   v in d ic a t io n ,   as  t h e y   c o n s id e re d   i t ,   o f   th o e th ic a l  p ro p rie tie s ,  ro u s e d   h im   a t  la s t,  b y   p u re   fo rc e   o f it e r a t io n ,   to   s o m e th in g   v e r y   li k e   in d ig n a n t   h o r r o r . 

H e  

tu r n e d   to   th o   B r it is h   m a tr o n   w h o   sat  close   a t   h is   l e f t . 

“  W h a t  a n   a tro c io u s  c rim e  !  ”   he  e x c la im e d , b r i d l i n g   u p . 

“   F o r   m y   p a r t,  I   hope  th o   F r e n c h   j u r y   w o n ’ t   g o   in ,   a fte r it s   k in d ,   f o r  e x te n u a tin g   c irc u m s ta n c e s .” 

M rs .  J’a u l— t h a t  w a s  h is   n e ig h b o u r’s n a m e — s ta re d  b a c k a t  h im   b la n k ly .   “  A s   f a r  as I ’ m   c o n c e rn e d ,”   she  a n s w e re d , in   a  s h a rp  l i t t l e  tre b le ,  “  I   o n ly   w is h ,  m y s e lf, h e ’d  s h o t  th o w o m a n   a ls o .” 

B a s il s ta rte d  b a c k , a g h a s t. 

S u c h  b lo o d t h ir s t y  fra n k n e s s  

a p p a lle d   h im , 

H e   w a s   a  c le r g y m a n ’s  son,  a n d   h a d   been
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b r o u g h t  u p   in   th o   s c o .m in g ly   e ffe te   id e a   t h a t   h u m a n   lif e possesses  a  s p e c ia l  s a n c tity . 

“ Y o u   c a n ’ t   s u r e ly   m e an  

t h a t ! ”   h o   c rie d ,  a ll  t r e m b lin g   w i t h   s u d d e n   h o rr o r . 

“   Y o u   c a n ’ t   m e an   to   s a y   y o u   a p p ro v e   o f   d e lib e ra te m u r d e r ? ” 

“  I   d o n ’ t   c a ll  t h a t    m urd er,”   th e   la d y   a n s w e re d   q u ie tly . 

“  I   t h in k ,   u n d e r  th o   c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  th o   h u s b a n d   h a d   a p e rfe c t  r i g h t   to   s h o o t  b o th   o f  th e m .” 

“ E v e r y b o d y   t h in k s   so,  o f  co u rse ,”   a b la n d ,  b a ld -h e a d e d o ld   g e n tle m a n   o n   th e   o th e r  sid e   o f   th o   ta b le   in te rp o s e d w i t h   a  g e n ia l  s m ile . 

“   M o s t  g e n e ra l  s y m p a th y   has  boen 

e xp re sse d   .  .  .  f o r   th e   h u s b a n d .” 

“ F o r  th o   h u s b a n d ? ”   B a s il  e x c la im e d ,  ta k e n   a b a c k . 

“   O h   n o ! 

Y o u   c a n ’ t   m e a n   t h a t !  F o r   th o   m u rd e r e r,  n o t fo r   th o   v ic t im  !  ” 

“   W h a t  very h a rd  w o rd s   y o u   use !  ”   th o   b la n d   o ld   g e n tle m a n   r e to r te d   m ild ly . 

“  I   c a ll  a  m u rd e r  a  m u rd e r ,”   B a s il  a n s w e re d ,  g r o w in g h o t. 

“   B u t   e v e ry   m a n   m u s t  s u r e ly   d e fe n d   h is   h o n o u r,”   M is . 

I ’a u l  p u t   in ,   w i t h   a  t a r t   l i t t l e   s m ile   o f   t r u l y   B r it a n n ic v ir t u e . 

B a s il  lo o k e d   b a c k  a t  h e r,  a s to n is h e d , 

l i e   c o u ld n 't  e ve n  

fa th o m   th e s e   p eo p le ’ s  p o in t   o f   v ie w . 

I t   w a s  f a r   too  b a r b a ric ,  to o   p r im it iv e ,   to o   fie rc e   f o r   h im . 

“ T h a t   m a y   bo 

p u b lic   o p in io n ,”   he  s a id   s lo w ly ,   w i t h   g e n u in e   e arn e stn ess, e n d e a v o u rin g   to  ta k e   i t   in  ;  “  b u t   i t ’s  not C h r is t ia n it y ,  a n d it 's    not  c iv iliz a t io n . ” 

M rs .  P a u l  s id le d   a w a y   fro m   h im   w it h   an   o ffe n d e d   a ir . 

I t   w as  c le a r  she  d id n ’ t   o ve n   lik e   to   s it   to o   close  to   a  m a n w h o   p ro fe ss e d   s u c h   s h o c k in g ly   h u m a n e   s e n tim e n ts . 

B a s il’s  in t e r e s t   in   th e   m u rd e r  w a s   n o w   f u l l y   a rou sed . 

“ B u t   t e ll  m e ,”   h e   s a id   e a g e rly ,  “   w h o    a re   th e se   p e o p le ? 

W h e re   d id   i t   a ll   h a p p e n  ?  O f  co u rs e ,  in   P a ris  ? ” 

“ I n   P a ris ?   O h   d e a r  n o ,”   th e   b a ld -h e a d e d   o ld   g e n tle m a n   re s p o n d e d   w i t h   a  p it y i n g   s m ile . 

“   H e re ,  h e ro   in   S t. 
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I ’ie r r o ! 

L a s t  n ig h t , 'a s   e v e r  w a s ! 

T h e   w h o le   to w n ’s 

r in g in g   w i t h   i t !  ” 

B a s il’s  h e a d   s w a m   ro u n d . 

H u   c lu tc h e d   h is   f o r k   c o n v u ls iv e ly .   “   I n   S t.  P ie rre  ? ”   ho  c rie d ,  a p p a lle d .  “   W h o —  

w h o   w as  th o   m u rd e r e r?   ” 

“   T h o    gentlem an  w h o   d id   i t , ”   M rs .  P a u l  s a id   s h a rp ly , w i t h   a  v e r y   m a rk e d   e m p h a s is   on  th e   c o r re c tiv e   p h ra se , 

“   w a s   M r .  A lv a n   G r is w o ld ,  th e   h u s b a n d   o f   t h a t   p r e t t y l i t t l e   d o ll  w h o   w a s   a lw a y s   a t  th o  C a s in o  ;  a n d   th o   m a n   ho s h o t  w a s   M o n s ie u r  G u y   do  M a r ig n y . ” 

T h e    s a lle-a -m a n ger  s w a m   ro u n d   in   a  tu m u ltu o u s   w h i r l a b o u t  B a s il  as  a  p iv o t.  H is   h e a rt  ro s o   in t o   h is   m o u th   ;  lie c o u ld   h a r d ly   re a liz e   i t .   T h e n   th o   m a n   w h o   h a d   d o n e   t h is w ic k e d   t h in g   w a s — M a rc e lla ’s  h u s b a n d ;  a n d   th o   m a n   ho h a d   s h o t w a s — M a r c e lla ’s  f r ie n d  o f la s t  n ig h t ’s  a d v e n tu r e ! 

H e   p au se d   a n d   le t   i t   s in k   in . 

H o   c o u ld   o n ly   g ra s p   i t  

s lo w ly .  I t   w a s M a rc e lla  h e rs e lf,  th e n ,  M rs . P a u l  so w is h e d A lv a n   G r is w o ld   h a d   s h o t! 

C ru e l  a n d   w ic k e d   as  h e   h a d  

t h o u g h t   h e r  w o rd s   b e fo re ,  t h e ir   c r u e lt y   a n d   w ic k e d n e s s cam e  b a c k   to   h im   n o w   w it h   to n   th o u s a n d -fo ld   m o re   force . 

T h a t   w re tc h e d   g a m b le r,  w h o   n e g le c te d   h is   w ife   f o r   th o h o u ris   o f   M o n te   C a rlo   a n d   th e   p a in te d   J e z e b e ls   o f   P a ris , to   ta k e   ven g e a n ce   lik e   t h is   u p o n   M a rc e lla   a n d   h e r  lo v e r  ! 

T h e   b a re   id e a  o f   i t   a p p a lle d   h im . 

A n d   w h a t   a d d e d   p o in t 

t o   i t   a ll  in   B a s il H u m e ’s  m in d   w a s   t h a t  d e e p e r  th o u g h t   ho c o u ld n ’ t   conceal  fro m   h im s e lf  e v e n   in   th o   f ir s t   s h o o k   o f d is c o v e ry — m o re   c irc u m s ta n c o   h a d   p re v e n te d   h im   fro m b e in g   h im s e lf  in   D o   M a r ig n y ’s  p o s itio n . 

T h e y   w o u ld   as 

e a s ily   h a v e   c o n d o n e d   th o   m u r d e r   o f   th e   one  m a n   as  th o m u r d e r   o f  th e  o th e r.  B a s il  ra is e d   h is   eyes  fro m   th e   ta b le . 

I n   le tte r s  o f b lo o d   a cross  th o  b la n k  w h it e   w a ll  o f  th e    sa lle-a -m a n g e r  h e   seem ed  t o   soo  th o s e   fiv e   w o r d s   s t a r i n g   h im h a rd   i n   th o   face ,  “  T h o u   s h a lt  do  n o   m u rd e r .” 

H e   roso 

fro m   th o   ta b le   a b r u p t ly . 

H e   c o u ld   s to p   th e re   no   lo n g e r. 

I n   som e  m e c h a n ic a l  w a y   ho  b o w e d   to   r i g h t   a n d   le f t .   I l i s s o u l  w a s  f ille d   w it h   t h a t   one  a b s o rb in g   th o u g h t. 
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“   F o r   m y s o lf,”   lie   s a id   s t it lly ,   as  lie   rose  fr o m   h is   c h a ir, 

“  i   h o lio v o   ia   G o l ’s  la w . 

I   can  n e it h e r   c o m m it  n o r 

c o n do ne   a  m u rd e r .’’

I I I . 

F o r   th o   n e x t  fo u r  o r  liv e   d a y s   n o th in g   w as  ta lk e d   o f   a t S t.  F ie r r o   b u t   th e   G r is w o ld   tra g e d y . 

W h e re v e r  he  w e n t, 

J ta s il  h e a rd   i t   discussed  fro m   e v e ry   p o in t   o f   v ie w ;   a n d , w h a t  s tr u c k   h im   as  o d d ,  w h ile   th e re   w a s   p le n ty   o f  s y m p a th y   e v e ry w h e re   f o r   th o   m u rd e r e r  a n d   h is   c rim e ,  th e re seem ed  to   bo  l i t t l e   o r  n o u o   f o r   th e   v ic t im   a n d   h is   f a m ily , o r  f o r   p o o r  M a rc e lla .  E v e r y b o d y  spo ke   o f  A lv a n  G r is w o ld , c a u g h t  re d -h a n d e d   in   h is   v u lg a r   ro v e n g o ,  as  th e y   m ig h t s p e a k   o f  a  h e ro . 

T h o   n e w s p a p e rs   c h ro n ic le d   h is   s m a lle s t 

d o in g s ;  te le g ra m s   c a r rie d   n e w s   o f  h is   s ta to   o f   h e a lth   a n d o f   h is   la s t  re m a rk   e v e ry   d a y   o f   th o   w e e k   to   e v e r y   c o rn e r o f   E u ro p e . 

I t   w a s  s ic k e n in g — s ic k e n in g  ! 

A t   fir s t,  to   bo 

s u re ,  B a s il  ta lk e d   m u c h   o f   th e   m a tte r   to   a ll  a n d   s u n d r y ; b u t   h o   g o t  so c o ld   a  re c e p tio n   fo r  h is   s im p le  v ie w   as  to   th e w ro n g fu ln e s s  o f  b lo o d s h e d ,  t h a t  h o   le a r n t  a t la s t to  h o ld   h is to n g u e   a b o u t  i t . 

E v e r y   one  to   w h o m   h e   s p o k e   seem ed  to  

h o ld   th e   sam e  o p in io n ,  t h a t   G r is w o ld   h a d   d o n e   th o   one t h in g   p o s s ib le   fo r   “ a  m a n   o f  h o n o u r,”   u n d e r  th e   c ir c u m sta n ce s. 

B y   s lo w   degrees  B a s il  w o rk e d   h im s e lf  u p   to   a 

s ta to   o f   f ie r y   in d ig n a tio n   a g a in s t  th is   u n c h r is tia n   a n d u n c iv iliz e d   id e a   o f  h o n o u r. 

H o   c o u ld   h a r d ly   b e lie v e   t h a t  

th e   w h o le   c o m m u n ity   re g a rd e d   th o   c rim e   as  S t.  F ie rro   r e g a rd e d   i t . 

“ I t ’ s  in fa m o u s ,”   he  s a id   once,  “ s im p ly   c ru e l 

a n d   in fa m o u s ! 

F r o m   th e   w a y   y o u   a ll  t a lk ,   one  w o u ld  

t h i n k   a  w ife   w a s   a  m a n ’s  a b s o lu te   c h a tte l,  a n d   a  c h a tte l so  p e rs o n a l,  so  sacred,  so  m u c h   h is   o w n ,  th a t  th o   le a s t e n c ro a c h m e n t  u p o n   i t   ju s t if ie d   th e   possessor  in   t a k in g w it h o u t   t r i a l   th e   li f e   o f   h is   a s s a ila n t.” 
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T Iio  w o r ld  s h ru g g e d  its  s h o u ld e rs  a n d   a n s w e re d   n o t h in g . 

T h o   m a n   w a s   a n   e n th u s ia s t. 

B a s il  ceased  to   reason  w it h  

i t . 

AVhen  ho   d id ,  i t   ta lk e d   m u c h   to   h im   o f   th o   n e c e s s ity f o r   a  m a n   d e fe n d in g   h is   h o n o u r— w o rd s   w h ic h   a n s w e re d to   n o   p o s s ib le   id e a   o r  r e a lit y   in   B a s il’s  sch e m e   o f   th o u n iv e rs e . 

T o   sa y  th o   t r u t h ,   he  w a s   a  c iv iliz e d   m a n ,  a n d he   w as  o n ly  ju s t   b e g in n in g  to d is c o v e r   th e  g re a t  g u l f   fix e d b e tw e e n  h is  o w n   m o ra l  ideas a n d  tho se  o f  th o  s e m i-b a rb a ric , s e m i-fe u d a l  w o r ld   b y   w h ic h   ho   w a s  s u rro u n d e d . 

M a rc e lla   h e r s e lf  ho   n e v e r  saw . 

Im m e d ia te ly   a f t e r   th o  

m u rd e r  she  h a d   h u r r ie d   a w a y  in   sha m e   a n d   d is g ra c o   fro m S t.  l ’io rro ,  a n d   ta k e n   ro fu g o   a t  L a   R o ch o ,  th o    c licf-U cu   o f th o   d e p a rtm e n t,  w h e re   she  u n d e r w e n t  th o   in te r r o g a to r ie s o f   th o    Jnijn  <VInstruction.  

A s   fo r  A lv a n   G r is w o ld ,  w h o m  

B a s il  h a d   n e v e r  y e t   soon,  ho   b ra z e n e d   i t   a ll   o u t  w i t h   tru e A in c r ic a u   b ra v a d o . 

A   C a lifo r n ia n   b o rn ,  w i t h   th o   ro u g h - 

a n d -re a d y   id e a s   o f   th e   P a c ific   co a s t  fo r   h is   sole  k n o w n code  o f   m o ra ls   a n d   h o n o u r,  ho  re g a rd e d   th o   w h o le   a ffa ir as  a  p a s s in g   e pisod e,  a n d   a w a ite d   h is   t r i a l   w i t h   s to lid in d iffe re n c e . 

T h o   w e e ks   w o re   on   s lo w ly . 

B a s il  le a r n t  

fro m   th e   p a p e rs   b o w   d a y   b y   d a y   M a rc e lla   w as  t o r tu r e d a n d   c ro s s -q u e s tio n e d   f o r   d e ta ils . 

F r e n c h   p ro c e d u re , 

w h ic h   in   som e  re s p e cts   re c e iv e d   a  f a i n t   m o d e rn   tin g e fro m   th e   R e v o lu tio n   a n d   th o    Code  N a p ole o n ,   re m a in s   y e t in   o th e r  re s p e cts   e v e n   c r u e lle r   a n d   m o re   d ila t o r y   th a n t h a t   m ass  o f  b a rb a ric ,  m e d h e v a l,  o r  h a lf-s a v a g e   s u r v iv a ls , th o   la w   o f  E n g la n d . 

I t   w a s   n e a r ly   s ix   w e e k s   b e fo re   G r is w o ld   w a s  tr ie d . 

A l l   th a t   tim e   M a rc e lla   w a ite d   in   d e s p a ir  a t   h e r  h o te l  a t L a   R o ch e ,  a n d   a ll  t h a t   tim e   B a s il  s ta y e d   on   a t   S t. 

l ’ ie r re   in   b re a th le s s   e x p e c ta tio n .  l i e   c o u ld n ’t   p a in t.   H e c o u ld n ’ t   re a d   o r  w r it e . 

l i e   c o u ld n ’ t   o v e n   t h in k . 

H e  

c o u ld   d o   n o t h in g   b u t   re v o lv e   in   h is   o w n   m in d   th a t t e r r ib le   c rim e ,  a n d   th e   c a llo u s   in s e n s ib ilit y   o f   tho se a ro u n d   h im   w i t h   re g a rd   t o   it . 

A t   la s t  th o   d a y   fix e d   fo r 

th e   t r i a l   a r r iv e d . 

B a s il  w e n t  tip   to   L a   R o c h e ,  a n d   w it h
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t r e m b lin g   h e a rt  a n d   q u iv e r in g   fo o tste p s   ascended  tlio g r e a t  s ta ire a s o   o f  th e   P a la is   do   J u s tic e . 

H o   h a d   n e v e r  b e fo re   seen  a  F r e n c h   c o u r t  in   a c tio n . 

A l l   w a s  n o w a n d   s tra n g e   to   h im — th e  ju d g e   in   h is  c u rio u s , o ld - w o r ld   c > s tu m e ;  th e   b a rr is te rs   in   t h e i r   q u a in t ly s h a p e d   caps  a n d   g o w n s ;  th o    lniiasicr  in   h is   p la c o   ;  th o o ffic ia ls   o f   th e   c o u r t  in   t h e ir   u n f a m ilia r   u n ifo r m . 

N o t 

less  so  th e   p ro c e d u re . 

A lv a n   G r is w o ld   w as  b r o u g h t   in t o  

c o u r t  b e tw e e n   tw o   m ilit a r y - lo o k in g   g e n d a rm e s . 

F o r  

th e   f ir s t   tim e   in   h is   lif e   P ia s il  set  eyes  u p o n   th o   m a n w h o se   a c t  f o r   so  m a n y   d a y s   h a d   m o n o p o liz e d   a n d   c o n c e n tra te d   h is   w h o le   b r a in   a n d   a tte n tio n .  G r is w o ld   w as t a l l   a n d   t h ic k - s e t — a  v e r y   p o w e r fu l  m a n   ;  lo w -b ro w e d , d a rk - h a ire d ,  w i t h   a  b u ll- d o g   lo o k   o f   ir o n   d e te r m in a tio n on   h is   u n a m ia b lo   fe a tu re s . 

E v e n   th o   s c r u p u lo u s   d re s s   o f 

a  g e n tle m a n   a n d   th e   c u lt iv a t e d   a c c e n t  ho  h a d   a c q u ire d u n a w a re s   in   E u ro p e a n   s o c ie ty ,  d id n ’ t   e n t ir e ly   d is g u is e in   h im   th e   o r ig in a l  e le m e n t  o f  w e s te rn   ru ffia n d o m . 

T h a t  

la r g o   h a rd   c h in ,  tho se   c o ld   b la c k   eyes,  t h a t   s q u a re   b u lle t h e a d ,  m a rk e d   h im   o u t  a t  once  as  th o   tr u e   d e s c e n d a n t  o f th o   m e n   w h o   f ir s t   s c ra m b le d   in   a  d o s p e ra to   s tr u g g le   fo r li f e   o v e r  th o   possession  o f   th o   g o ld fie ld s .  H e   w a s  ju s t   th o s o r t  o f  m a n   one  w o u ld   s h r in k   in s t in c t iv e ly   fro m   m e e tin g o n   a  d a r k   n ig h t   in   th e   c o u n tr y . 

R ic h ,  w e ll-g ro o m e d , 

w c ll- b a rb c r e d ,  w i t h   a  d a in ty   fio w e r  in   h is   b u tto n h o le a n d   a  b ig   gem   on   h is   m id d le   fin g e r,  h o   s t i l l   lo o k e d   a n d m o v e d   e v e ry  in c h   a  p r iz e - fig h te r .  B a s il  c o u ld   u n d e rs ta n d b e tte r   n o w   th e   v ie w   s u c h   a  m a n   w o u ld   a lm o s t  n e c e s s a rily ta k e   o f  h is   w ife   a n d   h is   h o n o u r,  a nd  th e   m e a n s  ho  w o u ld b o ld   to   bo  l a w f u l  a n d   j u s t   f o r   d e fe n d in g   a n d   u p h o ld in g h is   p r o p r ie t a r y   r ig h t s   in   h e r. 

F r o m   th o   v e r y   f ir s t   s ta r t   th e   y o u n g   E n g lis h m a n   w as s u rp ris e d   a t  th o   e v id e n t  w a n t  o f   r e a lit y   a n d   e arn e stn e s s t h a t   c h a ra c te riz e d   th e   p ro c e e d in g s . 

T h e   .1 lid g e ,  th e  

c o u n s e l,  th o   v e r y    P r o c u r e u r   do  In  Ite p u b liq u e   h im s e lf, seem ed  to   go   th r o u g h   t h e ir   ta s k   w it h   p u re   p e if u n c to r y
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d ilig e n c e . 

N o b o d y ,  lie   n o tic e d ,  a p p e a re d   to   re g a rd   th e  

m a tt e r   as  in   a n y   w a y   s e rio u s . 

I t   w as  a  fo r m a l  t r i a l . 

T h e   o ffic ia l  p ro s e c u to r,  to   b e g in   w i t h ,   in   a  v e r y   m ild speech  se t  f o r t h   in   b r i e f   th e   m a in   fa c ts   o f   th e   case— h o w th o   p ris o n e r,  an   A m e ric a n   c itiz e n ,  b a d   m a r r ie d   o n   such a  d a to   an   E n g lis h   la d y ,  M is s   M a rc e lla   I ’o c o c k ;  h o w , d u r in g   h is   absence  i n   P a r is ,  h is   w ife   b u d   fo rm e d   an a tta c h m e n t  o f   th e   u s u a l  s o r t  in   th e s e   cases  f o r   M o n s ie u r G u y   do   M a r ig tiy ,   a  w e ll- k n o w n   v is it o r   a t  S t.  P io rre -le s - 

B iin s ,   on   le a v e   fro m   h is   r e g im e n t;   h o w ,  r e t u r n in g   u n e x p e c te d ly   o n   such  a n d   s u c h   a  d a y   fro m   th o   c a p it a l  to th e   h o te l,  w h e re   he   h a d   l e f t   h is   w ife   d u r in g   th o   s u m m e r season,  th o   accused  d is c o v e re d   h e r  closete d   in   h e r  ro o m w i t h   a  supposed  lo v e r ;   h o w ,  b y   th o   a id   o f   th o   h o te l s e rv a n ts ,  lie   h a d   b ro k e n   in   th e   d o o r,  a n d   s h o t  h is   v ic t im dead  th e n   a n d   th e re   w i t h   h is   re v o lv e r . 

T h o   w e a p o n  

it s e lf — w it h   a  l i t t l e   n o d   to w a rd s   th o   ta b le   in   f r o n t — w as o ffe re d   th o   c o u r t   as  ono  o f   th o   m a te r ia l  e v id e n c e s . 

T h e  

 P r o c u r c u r   <lc  la   R eqniblique  m a d e   i t   a l l   q u it e   c le a r  as  fa r as  h o   w o n t ;  y e t   he  spo ke,  B a s il  o b s e rv e d ,  w i t h   a  c e r ta in s tra n g e   h e s ita tio n . 

T h e re   w a s   n on e   o f   th o   d e n u n c ia to r y  

e lo q u o n c o ,  th o   tio r y   ze a l  so  co m m o n   in   F r e n c h   o ffic ia l tr e a tm e n t o f  a p r is o n e r ;  n o n o   o f tho so   v io le n t a p o s tro p h e s , tho se   r h e to r ic a l  q u e s tio n s ,  th o s e   s u d d e n   p o in t- b la n k d e s c e n ts   u p o n   th o   accused  w i t h   an   in c o n v e n io n t  d ile m m a o r  a n   a w k w a r d   a lte r n a tiv e . 

W h e n   th o    P r o c u r e u r   s a t 

d o w n ,  a  l i t t l e   h u m   o f   r e l i e f   w o n t   ro u n d   th o   c o u rt. 

E v e r y b o d y   lo o k e d   a t   h is   n e ig h b o u r,  a n d   e v e ry b o d y seem ed  to   s a y ,  “   T h e re ,  y o u   see  ;  I   t o ld   y o u   so .” 

W h a t   i t   a ll   c o id d   m e an   B a s il  h a r d ly   im a g in e d , l i e  

o n ly   s a w   t h a t ,   fo r  som e  s tra n g e   re a s o n ,  th o   c o u r t  d id n ’ t in te n d   to   c o n v ic t  A lv a n   G r is w o ld . 

T h e   e v id e n c e   o f   th e  

w itn e s s e s   w a s   ta k e n   in   th e   se lfsa m e   lis tle s s   a n d   p e rf u n c to r y   fa s h io n .  T h e   h o te l  w a ite rs   s w o re   p o s it iv e ly   to t h is   a n d   t h a t ;  th o   g u a rd ia n   o f   th o   peace,  c a lle d   in   to o b se rve   th e   d is p o s itio n   o f  th e   ro o m ,  w as  .ju s t  e q u a lly
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I  'n

e x p lic it . 

M o n s ie u r  lo   P re s id e n t  o p in e d   th a t   w e   need  n o t in   l l i i s   m a tt e r   talco  th o   e v id o n c o   o f   m a d a m c .  H e r   de p o s itio n ,  as  o b ta in e d   b e fo re   th e    J n g c   <VInstruction,   a n d n o w   re a d   o v o r  to   th e   c o u rt,  w o u ld   a m p ly   su ffice ,  lie th o u g h t,  fo r  h e r  sha re   in   th o   in c id e n t. 

B a s il  w a s  g la d  

o f   t h a t. 

H o   tu r n e d   o n e   g la n c e   to w a rd s   M a rc e lla ,  w h o , d e e p ly   v e ile d   a n d   in   p r o fo u n d   m o u r n in g ,  s a t  a sid o   in   th o c o u r t  a t  a  p la c o   a s s ig n e d   to   h e r. 

S he  l if t e d   h e r   eyes 

t h r o u g h   h e r   v e il  f u r   a  m o m e n t  a n d   m e t  h is . 

H e r   lo o k  

w a s   f u l l   o f  m u te   g r a t it u d e   fo r   h is   u n s p o k e n   s y m p a th y . 

T h o   case  f o r   th o   p ro s e c u tio n   clo se d .  T h o   c o u r t  a n d th o   s p e c ta to rs   g a v e   a  s ig h   o f   r e lie f. 

A lv a n   G r is w o ld , 

g la n c in g   a ro u n d   h im   d e f ia n t ly   on   a ll  sides,  to o k   s to c k   o f th o   ju d g e ,  th o   b a r,  th o   s p e c ta to rs . 

T h e n   h is   cou nse l 

rose.  I t   w a s   M a itr o   L e g ra n g o ,  th o   s ilv e r- to n g u e d ,  th o ir r e s is tib le . 

I n   a  fo w   s h o rt  w o rd s   th o   g re a t  b a r r is te r  

m e t  th o   p u r e ly   f o r m a l  case,  as  he   s a id ,  w h ic h   ill.  lc   P r o -  

 r u r e n r   <le  la   Ite p u liliq u e   h a d   b r o u g h t   a g a in s t   h is   c lie n t . 

T h e ir   p ic a   w as,  o f  co u rse ,  a  p le a   o f  ju s t if ic a t io n . 

A f t e r  

th o   e v id o n c o   te n d e re d   on   th o   p ro s e c u tin g   sid e ,  i t   w o u ld h a r d ly   bo  n e c e s s a ry   f o r   h im   to   s h o w   a t  f u r t h e r   le n g th th o   n a tu r e   o f  th o   r e la tio n s   w h ic h   u n h a p p ily   s u b s is te d b o tw o e n   M a d a m e   G r is w o ld   a n d   f e u   M o n s ie u r  do  M a r ig n y . 

T h o s e   re la tio n s ,  th o   p ro s e c u tio n   it s o lf ,   ho  re m a rk e d , h a d   a m p ly ,  a n d   m o re   th a n   a m p ly ,  a lr e a d y   a d m itte d . 

F o r   ju s t if ic a t io n ,   ho   need  h a r d ly   sa y,  h o   r e lie d   e n t ir e ly o n   A r t ic le   324  o f  th o   P e n a l  C ode,  w h ic h   re ad s  as f o llo w s :—

“ D a n s   le   cas  d ’a d u lte re   p r e v u   p a r   P a r tic le   330,  lo m e u r tr e   c o m m is   p a r  l ’e p o u x   s u r  sou  epouso  a in s i  q u o   s u r le   c o m p lic e ,  a  l ’in s t a n t   o il  i l   les  s u rp ro n d   on  fla g r a n t   d e b t d a n s   la   m a is o n   c o n ju g a le ,  e st  e x c u s a b le .” 

M a itr e   L e g ra n g o   p a u se d   lo n g   w i t h   fo re n s ic   s k i l l   b e fo re he   b e g a n   b is   re a d in g   o f   th a t  e x c u lp a to r y   a r tic le .  B a s il H u m e   f e lt   in   h is   h e a rt  t h a t   s o m e th in g   q u ite   im p o r ta n t , q u ite   u n e x p e c te d ,  w as  c o m in g . 

T h o   g r e a t  b a r r is te r   a d 
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ju s te d   th o   p in ec-u cx  o n   h is   nose  us  lie   h o ld   u p   th e   h e a v y v o lu m e   o f   th e   P e n a l  Code  w i t h   { 'r o u t  d ig n i t y   in   f r o n t   o f h im . 

T h e n ,  in   h is   r in g in g ,   s o n o ro u s  v o ie e ,  a n d   w it h   h is im p re s s iv e   m a n n e r,  ho  u tte r e d   th o   t e r r ib le   w o rd s   o f   t h a t t e r r ib le   p ro v is io n . 

D eep  s ile n c e   le ig n c d   in   th o   c o u rt. 

A l l   th o   F re n c h m e n   p re s e n t  w e ro   o f   c o u rs e   w e ll  a w a re o f   th o   n a tu r e   o f   t h e ir   o w n   l a w ;  b u t   t h is   t r i a l   h a d   a t tra c te d   m a n y   E n g lis h   a n d   A m e ric a n s ,  to   w h o m   t h a t a tro c io u s   p r o v is io n — th o   m o > t  b a rb a ric ,  s u r e ly ,  in   a n y c iv iliz e d   c o d o — cam e  h o m o   w i t h   a ll  th e   fo rco   o f   a  s u r p r is in g   a n d   s t a r t lin g   n o v e lty . 

T o   n o n e   o f  th e m ,  h o w e v e r,  d id   i t   a p p e a r  so  s t a r t lin g ,   so  s u r p r is in g ,  so  u t t e r l y c o n fo u n d in g ,  as  to   ll a s i l   llu n io . 

I t   b u r s t  u p o n   h im   lik e  

a  t h u n d e r b o lt. 

T h e n ,  n o t  o n ly   in   th o   o p in io n s   o f   i r r e s p o n s ib le   m e n   a n d   w o m e n   a t  h o te l  d in in g - ta b le s ,  b u t   b y th e   d e lib e ra te   la w   o f   th o   F re n c h   K e p u b lic ,  such   a  m u rd e r as  th a t   w a s  no   m u r d e r   a t  a ll,   n o t  e ve n   a  c rim e ,  b u t  an e x c u s a b le   o u tb u r s t  o f   n a tu r a l  fe e lin g  ! 

D a s il  f e l t   h is   ch e e ks  a t  once  g r o w   lie r y   re d   w it h   sham o a n d   in d ig n a tio n . 

T h e   in n e r   fir e   t h a t   co n s u m e d   h im  

b u r n t   b r ig h t e r   th a n   o v e r  w i t h i n   h is   m a rro w   n o w .  H is m o u th   w a s   h o t  a n d   d r y ;   h is   h e a d   w a s  s w im m in g . 

l i e  

lo o k e d   a cross  a t  M a rc e lla   w it h   in f in it e   c o m p a s s io n .  T h e n ho  lo o k e d   a t   A lv a n   G r is w o ld   w i t h   a  m in g le d   lo o k   o f h o r r o r ,  d is m a y ,  a n d   in f in it e   lo a th in g . 

A s   f o r   th e   C a lifo r n ia n ,  he   s to o d   th e re   s t i l l   in   th e   d o c k u n m o v e d ,  h is   a rm s   crossed  b o ld ly   across  h is   b u r ly   b re a s t, a n d   a  f a in t   s m ile  p la y in g  l i g h t l y  a ro u n d   t h a t   c ru e l  m o u th a n d   tho se  ja w s   o f ir o n . 

M a itr e   L e g ra n g e ,  h a r d ly   p a u s in g ,  w e n t  on   w i t h   e ffe c t to   a rg u e   in   d e ta il  t h a t   th e   d ra m a   o f  th o   H o te l des  V osges, as  e v e ry b o d y   n o w   c a lle d   i t ,   fu ll  u n d e r  th e   caso  so  d is t i n c t l y   p ro v id e d   f o r   b y   A r t ic le   3 li4   in   it s   second  p a ra g ra p h .  T h e   o n ly  q u e s tio n , he s a id ,  w as  as  to   th e   d o u b t f u l p o in t   w h e th e r   th e  p h ra s e   “   dans  la   maison conjm jale ”   c o u ld be  c o n s tru e d   so  as  to   in c lu d e   th e   ro o m s   in  th o  h o te l w h e re
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M a d a m e   G r is w o ld , a t  tlio   tim e  o f  tlio  o cc u rro n c o ,  w a s  lo d g in g . 

M n ttr o   L c g ra n g o   m a in ta in e d   le a r n e d ly   t h a t   th e y m ig h t   ho  so  c o n s tr u e d ;  fo r   " l a   mainon  c o n ju g a te ”   m eans n o t  n e c e s s a rily   a n   o n t ir o   house,  h u t   a  d o m e s tic   re sid e n ce . 

F o r  e x a m p le ,  n o   h u s b a n d   c o u ld   ho  d e p riv e d   o f   th e   b e n e fit o f   t h is   h u m a n e   e x c e p tio n   on   th e   p u r e ly   a c c id e n ta l  a n d c a s u a l  g ro u n d   t h a t   ho   h a p p e n e d   to   o c c u p y ,  le t   u s  s a y , a  f la t   in   a  hou se   in   P a ris , 

f l y   th o   w o rd s   “  m a iso n   c o n ju - 

g a le ,”   th o   la w   c le a r ly   in te n d e d   to   d e s ig n a te   th o   h om e   o r h a b itu a l   login  o f  th o   fa m ily . 

N o w ,  M .  G r is w o ld   lm d  

ta k e n   the so   ro o m s   in   th o   s p r in g   f o r   h im s e lf a n d   m a d a m o  ; ho   h a d   re s id e d   in   th e m   to g e th e r   w i t h   h e r  b e fo re   h is d e p a rtu re   fr o m   S t.  P ie r re   f o r   P a r is ;   a n d   ho   r e tu r n e d   to th e m   u n e x p e c te d ly   on   th o   e v e n in g   in   q u e s tio n   w it h   th e o b v io u s   in t e n t io n   o f   o n to   m o re   t a k in g   u p   h is   a b o do   w it h h is   w ife   in   th e m . 

C le a r ly ,  th e n ,  u n d e r  s u c h   c ir c u m sta n ce s,  th o   a p a rtm e n ts   m u s t  bo  re g a rd e d   as  th e   f a m ily re s id e n c e . 

A n d   M a itr o   L c g ra n g o   c o n fid e n tly   e x p e c te d  

th a t   th o   j u r y ,   d ir e c te d   to   t h a t   e ffe c t  (a s  ho   h o p e d )  b y M o n s ie u r  lo   P re s id e n t,  w o u ld   ta k e   th is   m o re   le n ie n t  a n d re a s o n a b le   v ie w   o f  th e   c irc u m s ta n c e s   u n d e r  c o n s id e ra tio n , a n d   w o u ld   a c q u it  th e   accused  o f  th e   v e r y   s e rio u s   o h a rg o n o w   b r o u g h t  a g a in s t  h im . 

T o   B a s il  i t   a ll  so u n d e d   j u s t   h o r r ib le ,  h o r r ib le . 

B u t  

M o n s ie u r  lc   P re s id e n t,  a ft e r   som o  f u r t h e r   fo r m a l  e v id e n c e h a d   been  ta k e n ,  as  to   te n a n c y   o f  a p a rtm e n ts ,  p io v io u s o c c u p a tio n ,  a n d   so  f o r t h ,   s u m m e d   u p   w it h   j u d ic ia l  c le a rness  in   th o   p ris o n e r’s  fa v o u r. 

l i e   r u le d   on   th o   p o in t   o f 

la w   t h a t   th o  j u r y   m u s t  re g a rd   th e   ro o m s   in   th o   h o te l  as th e   f a m ily   re s id e n c e . 

I f ,   th e re fo re ,  th e y   w e re   c o n v in c e d  

t h a t   M o n s ie u r  G r is w o ld   s h o t  th e   b e tr a y e r   o f   h is   w ife a n d   o f   h is   d o m e s tic   h a p p in e s s   a t  th o   m o m e n t  w h e n   he s u rp ris e d   h e r  cm   fla g r a n t  delit  w i t h   h e r  a c c o m p lic e ,  th e la w   w as  p la in — i t   le f t   th e m   n o   o p tio n   b u t   to   r e t u r n   a t o nce   a  v e r d ic t   o f  a c q u itta l. 

T h o   j u r y   r e t ir e d   in   fo rm   to   c o n s id e r  t h e ir   fin d in g . 
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T h e y   w cvo   a b s e n t  b u t   f o r   a  m o m e n t. 

N e x t   m in u to   th e y  

tro o p e d   b a c k   a g a in ,  w i t h   t h o ir   a n s w e r  re a d y . 

" W h a t   v e r d ic t   do   y o u   f in d ? ”   M o n s ie u r  lo   I ’ ro s id o n t in q u ir e d   la n g u id ly . 

A n d   th o   fo re m a n   a n s w e re d ,  c le a r in g   b is   th r o a t,  “   W o fin d ,  in   a cc o rd a n ce   w i t h   A r t ic le   1124  o f   th o   P e n a l  C ode, t h a t   M .  A lv a n   ( ir is w o ld   s h o t  th o   deceased,  G u y   do M a r ig n y ,   a t  th o   m o m e n t  w h e n   ho   s u rp ris e d   h im   in   o p e n a d u lte r y   w i t h   m a d n m e   h is   w ife ,  in   th o   a p a rtm e n t  a t  th o H o te l  des  V osges,  w h ic h   w a s  th e n   a n d   th e re   th o   c o n ju g a l re s id e n c e ;  a n d   th e re fo re   w e   r e t u r n   a  v e r d ic t   o f  N o t G u i l t y . ” 

A lv a n   G r is w o ld   u n w o u n d   h is   a rm s ,  l i e  b o w e d  p o lit e ly to   th e  j u r y . 

“ J o   v o u s   ro m e rc ie ,  m e s s ie u rs ,”   he   s a id   w it h a  s m ile ,  in   v e r y   p e rfe c t  F re n c h . 

T h e n   lie   b o w e d   to   th o  

J u d g e . 

“  E t   v o u s  a u s s i, M o n s ie u r le   P re s id e n t,”   he a d d e d , in   a  to n e   o f   m o s t  u t t e r   in d iffe re n c e . 

H u t  B a s il  H u m e   lo o k e d   u p . 

A c ro s s   th e   w h it e   w a ll  o f 

th e   P a la is   do  J u s tic e ,  b e h in d   th e   P re s id e n t’s  c h a ir,  ho s a w   o nce   m o re   w it h   h is   m in d ’s  e j'e ,  in   g re a t  le tte r s   o f b lo o d ,  th o s e   fiv e   d a m n in g   w o rd s ,  “ T h o u   s h a ll  do  no m u r d e r .” 

I V . 

O n   th e   E s c a lie r  d ’H o n n c u r   o f   th o   P a la is   do  J u s tic e a  b u s y   l i t t l e   t h r o n g   o f   s y m p a th iz in g   A m e ric a n s   c ro w d e d closo   ro u n d   A lv a n   G r is w o ld ,  s h a k in g   h is   h a n d   a n d   c o n g r a t u la t in g   h im . 

I5 y   a  side   d o o r  a t  th o   o th e r   e n d   o f  

th e   c o u rt,  d e e p ly   v e ile d   as  b e fo re ,  a n d   in   h e r  p ro fo u n d m o u r n in g ,  M a rc e lla   s lip p e d   s t e a lt h ily   o u t  a n d   d ro v e   o ff to   th o   s ta tio n   to   ta k e   th e   t r a in   to   P a ris ,  a n d   h o m o   to   h e r m o th e r’s  in   E n g la n d .  H u t   B a s il  H u m e   re m a in e d   b e h in d , a n d   fo llo w e d   h is   m a n   a t   a  s p e a k in g   d is ta n c e . 

H e   s a w  

h im   w a lk   d o w n   th o   s tr e e t  a n d   u p   to   th e   d o o r  o f   th o p r in c ip a l  h o te l  in   L a   R o c h e ,  w h e re   ro o m s   h a d   been  re -

[image: Image 347]

[image: Image 348]

 H I E   E l  K i l l   C O M M A S  l) M  E NT. 

I r,l

ta in o d   fo r   h im . 

A lv a n   G r is w o ld   w a s   r ic h ,  a n d   c o u ld  

n ll'o rd   to   b u y   w h a te v e r  t h is   w o r ld   o ffe re d . 

So  fr ie n d s  

c ro w d e d   ro u n d   h im . 

T in t  to   B a s il  H u m e ’s  oyos,  as  ho 

w a lk e d ,  f o o tp r in ts   o f  b lo o d   m a rk e d   th o   m a n ’s  s te p s   o n th e   fliig s to n o s   b e h in d   h im . 

A n d   th e   f r o n t   o f   th o   h o te l, 

as  ho  passed  b e n o a th   it s   p o r ta l,  b o ro   in   b lo o d -re d   le tte r s , s t i l l   in   h is   m e n ta l  v is io n ,  t h a t   a c c u s in g   la w ,  “ T h o u   s h a lt d o   n o   m u rd e r .” 

T h o   m o re   ho   t h o u g h t   o f   i t   a ll,   th o   m o ro   w ic k e d   a n d p ro p o s te ro u s   d id   th o   s e n te n co   seem  to   h im . 

T h o   F re n c h  

j u r y ,   sot  to   t r y   t h is   m a n ,  h a d   t r ie d   h im   n e ith e r   a c c o rd in g to   th o   la w s   o f  Clod  n o r  th o   m o ra l  senso  o f   c iv iliz e d   m a n , b u t  a c c o rd in g   to   th o   d ic ta te s   o f   t h e ir   o w n   b a rb a ric  j u r i s p ru d e n c e ,  th o   n a tio n a l  o u tc o m e   o f   a  fa ls e   a n d   d y in g s y s te m . 

H o u r   a fte r   h o u r,  as  he  p o n d e re d   it,  in   h is   o w n s o u l,  t h e i r   c o n d u c t  seem ed  to   h im   to   g r o w   w o rse   a n d w o rs e . 

T h e s o   c itiz e n s   w h o   w e re   p la c e d   th e re   on   p u rp o se to   s p e a k  w it h   th o   u n ite d   a n d   o m b o d ie d   v o ic e   o f h u m a n it y th o   v e r d ic t   o f   o ve n   ju s tic o ,  h a d   fa ile d ,  to   a  m a n ,  o f   t h e ir d u t y   in   th e   h o u r  o f  need,  a n d   h a d   c o n d o n e d   a  c rim e w h ic h   to   B a s il’s  m o ra l  sense  seem ed  a b s o lu te ly   r e v o lt in g . 

A   w o m a n   w a s   n o t,  ho   f o l t   s u re ,  a n y   m a n 's   c h a tte l  a n d p r o p e r t y   t h a t   h o   m ig h t   ta b o o   h e r  t o   h im s e lf,  a n d   m a ke h e r  h is   o w n   w it h o u t   h op e   o f   a p p e a l,  a n d   d e fe n d   w it h s w o rd   o r  r e v o lv e r   e v e ry   a tte m p t  a g a in s t  h is   m a s te ry . 

A l l   n ig h t   lo n g   h e   la y   a w a k e ,  g r o w in g   m o ro   a n d   m o ro fie r c e ly   in d ig n a n t . 

T h o   c rim e   it s e lf   h a d   seem ed  t e r r ib le  

e n o u g h   to   h im ,  in   a ll  co n scie n ce ,  b u t   th is   it s   p u b lic  j u s t i fic a tio n   w a s   te n   tim e s   m o re   te r r ib le . 

T h a t   a  m a n   s h o u ld  

do   m u r d e r   f o r   p r iv a t e   re v e n g e   w as  a  v e r y   a w f u l  t h i n g ; b u t   t h a t   a  c iv iliz e d   c o m m u n ity ,  in   it s   c o rp o ra te   c a p a c ity , a n d   b y   th o   o rg a n iz e d   v o ic e   o f   it s   le g a l  e x p o n e n ts ,  s h o u ld g iv e   h im   th o   r i g h t   to   do   i t ,   a n d   s h o u ld   le t   h im   g o   s c o t-fre e   a fte rw a rd s ,  seem ed  to   B a s il,  in   h is   fe r v o u r   o f   m o ra l h o r r o r   a n d   h is   fe v e r  o f   m o ra l  e agerness,  an   u n s p e a k a b le c a la m ity . 

At
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H e   la y   a w a k e   a n d   t h o u g h t  i t   o u t.  E a r ly  n e x t  m o rn in g , A  Iv a n   G r is w o ld   to o k   tiro   t r a in   to   S t.  P io rre -le s -B a in s . 

M a rc e lla   h a d   s lip p e d   o ff,  i t   is   tru e ,  t o   P a r is   a n d   W a r w ic k s h ir e ,  h u t   th e   f a m ily   e ffe cts  w e re   s t i l l   in   th e    m aisou co n ju ga te   a t   t h e   H o t e l   d c s   V o s g e s ;  a n d   a f t e r   h is   lo n g c o n fin e m e n t,  G r is w o ld   n ee de d   th e   c o u n t r y   a ir   a n d   ch a n g e a n d   q u ie t   b e fo re   r e t u r n in g   o nco   m o re   to   th e   fe v e ris h d is s ip a tio n s   o f   h is   b e lo v e d   c a p ita l.  F o r   th e   n e x t  fe w d a y s ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  B a s il  m e t  h im   f r e q u e n t ly ;   b u t  t h e y n e v e r  s p o k e . 

T h e y   d id n ’ t   k n o w   o ne  a n o th e r. 

B a s il 

p re fe rre d   i t   s h o u ld   bo  so. 

H e   w a s   a n x io u s   e v e n   to   h o ld  

h is   to n g u e   n o w   o n   th e   m o ra l  p o in t,  le s t  G r is w o ld   s h o u ld s u s p e c t  h im s e lf  in   presence  o f   a n   e n e m y .  T o   say  th e t r u t h ,   he   seem ed  to   be  th e   o n ly   one.  S o c ie ty  a t   S t. P ie rre s w a llo w e d   G r is w o ld   e n tire ,  l i e   w a s    fe te d   lik e   one  w h o h a s   p e rfo rm e d ,  f o r   a ll  th e   w o r ld ,  som e  p u b lic - s p ir ite d a c tio n .  Y e t   a ll  the se   d a y s   a n d   n ig h ts   B a s il  b ro o d e d   s t i l l o n   th is   m is c a rr ia g e   o f  ju s tic e   a n d   th e   e v e n ts   t h a t   h a d le d   to   i t . 

T h e   m o re   h e   lo o k e d   a t  i t ,   th e   p la in e r   d id   t h a t c e n tr a l  p r in c ip le   o f   a ll  com e  o u t  to   h im .  T h e   m a n   w a s a   m u r d e r e r ,  a n d   d e s e rv in g   o f   p u n is h m e n t,  l i e   h a d   h a d a  t r i a l   b e fo re   an  u n ju s t   la w ,  a n   u n ju s t  ju d g e ,  a n d   a  m is d ire c te d   j u r y .   T h e   la w ,  in d e e d ,  h a d   a b s o lv e d   h im ,  b u t th e   c rim e   re m a in e d   as  g re a t  a n d   as  u n e x p ia te d   as  e ve r. 

S lo w ly   in   B a s il’s  m in d   a  t e r r ib le   id e a ,  a n   in fa tu a te d   id e a , a ro s e   a n d   s h a p e d   its e lf. 

I f   tw e lv e   m e n   c o u ld   bo  fo u n d  

so  t o   s h ir k   t h e ir   d u t y ,   o ne  m a n   m u s t  be  fo u n d   to   ta k e i t   u p o n   h im   in   t h e ir   s te a d ,  a n d   p e rfo rm   i t   fe a rle s s ly .  I f th e   la w s   o f   m a n   re fu s e d   to   c o n v ic t  t h is   re d -h a n d e d   h o m ic id e ,  th e n   s u r e ly   th e   la w s   o f  G o d   s h o u ld   t r y   h im   a n d p u n is h   h im . 

A t   a  s h o p   in   th e   G r a n d ’  H u e   he  b o u g h t  a  re v o lv e r .  F o r a  d a y   o r  t w o   he  w a lk e d   a im le s s ly   th r o u g h   th e   to w n   a n d a m o n g   th e   p a th s   o n   th e   h ills ,   m e e tin g   G r is w o ld   n o w   a n d a g a in ,  b u t   a lw a y s   in   c o m p a n y , 

l l o   m ig h t   h a v e   s h o t  h im  

th e n   a n d   th e re ,  to   bo  s u re ,  f o r   i t   w a s n ’ t  d e te c tio n   h e
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s h ir k e d   ;  h o   w e n t  to   w o r k   w i t h   h is   eyes  o p e n ,  t a k in g   h is lif e   in   h is  h a n d s , a n d  r e g a r d in g  h im s e lf m e re ly   as  a  chosen m in is te r   o f  d iv in e  v e n g e a n c e . 

B u t   he  w a n te d   n o t  m e re ly  

to   p u n is h   h is   m a n   in   th e   d a r k   ;  h o   m u s t  e x p la in   to   h im fir s t   th e   g o o d   g ro u n d   a n d   re a so n s  o f   h is   ju s t ly - in f lic t e d p u n is h m e n t. 

T o   d o   t h a t   as  i t   o u g h t  to   bo  done,  h e   m u s t 

see  G r is w o ld   a lo n e ;  a n d   to   seo  G r is w o ld   a lo n e   n o w   w as n o   easy  m a tte r. 

T h e   m u rd e r e r,  h a u n te d   p e rh a p s   b y   th e  

g h o s ts   o f h is  o w n   a c c u s in g   co n scie n ce , s e ld o m   a p p e a re d   in p u b lic   w it h o u t   a  posse  o f  frie n d s , 

l i e   w a lk e d   a b o u t  in   a 

c r o w d ;  ho  w a s   b o is te ro u s   a n d   e x c ite d . 

l i e   seem ed  to  

keep h im s e lf fro m   th e   g n a w in g  p a n g s  o f re m o rs e   b y  l i v i n g in   a  c o n s ta n t  w h i r l   o f   fe v e ris h   d is s ip a tio n .  D a y   a ft e r   d a y B a s il  w a ite d   a n d  w a tc h e d ,  b u t   h is  ch a n ce   n e v e r  c a m e ;  th e m a n   a lw a y s   e lu d e d   h im . 

I l i s   f ie r y   in d ig n a tio n   c o u ld n ’ t  

cool  f o r   a  m o m e n t;  b u t   t lio   o p p o r tu n it y   f o r   c a r r y in g   out. 

th e   d e s p e ra te   p la n   he   h a d   a t  h e a rt  g r e w   m o re   a n d   m o re re m o te   w i t h   e v e ry   d a y   ho  re m a in e d   th e re . 

A t   la s t,  one  a fte rn o o n , as  th e   w e e ks  w o re   o n ,  B a s il  w e n t u p   a g a in   in t o   th e   h il l s   b e h in d   th e   g a y   l i t t l e   to w n . 

I t  

w as  a  b e a u t if u l  a u tu m n   d a y , c a lm , c le a r, a n d   s u n n y .  T h e tre es  w e re   n o w   b e g in n in g   to   d ra p e   th e m s e lv e s   in   t h e ir la t e r   li v e r y  o f  c rim s o n   a n d   g o ld .  A n   a ir , as  o f deep  peace, p e rv a d e d   th e   w h o le   w o r ld .  I t   re a c te d   u p o n   B a s il. 

l i e  

f e lt   m o re   c a lm   a u d   re s ig n e d   th a n   he  h a d   f e lt   fo r  m a n y w eeks. 

T h e   v e r y   a sp e c t  o f   n a tu r e   seem ed  to   coo l  h is  

fe v e re d   b ra in . 

l i e   e v e n   to o k   o u t  h is   s k e tc h   b o o k   a n d  

b e g a n   to   d ra w , 

l i e   m u s t  do  s o m e th in g ;  he  w a s   t ir e d   o f  

w a it in g   ;  ho   w o u ld   r e t u r n   f u r   a  w h ile   a t  la s t  to   h is a ccu sto m e d   v o c a tio n s . 

A s   ho   s a t  th e re   a n d   s k e tc h e d ,  b y   som e  s tra n g e   cha nce o f  th e   c ro w n e d   C a p ric e   th a t   g o v e rn s   t h is   u n iv e rs e ,  A lv a n G r is w o ld   cam e  s u d d e n ly   u p o n   h im   ro u n d   th e   selfsam e c o rn e r  w h e re   h e   h a d   seen  f ir s t   M a rc e lla   a n d   th e n   D e M a r ig n y   e m e rg e ,  on   th e   v e r y   e v e n in g   o f  th e   m u rd e r.  T h e C a lifo r n ia n   w as  a lo n e,  w a lk in g   fa s t  th r o u g h   th e   w oods, 
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a n d   d e e p ly   p re o c c u p ie d . 

Q u ic k   as  lig h t n in g   B a s il  p e rc e iv e d   t h a t   h is   o p p o r t u n it y   h a d   com e. 

W it h o u t   one 

tr e m o r  o f  h is   h a n d , w it h o u t  one  w o r d   o f  w a r n in g ,   lie   d re w th e   re v o lv e r  in   h aste   fro m   th o   b re a s t-p o c k e t  o f   h is   coa t, a n d ,  p o in tin g   i t   lo w   a t  th o   m a n ’s  le g s ,  d is c h a rg e d   tw o c h a m b e rs   r a p id ly . 

A t   s o u n d   o f th o   su d d e n   sh o ts,  A lv a n   G r is w o ld   s ta rte d , s u rp ris e d . 

N e x t   m o m e n t  a  p a n g   o f  p a in   s h o t  fie r c e ly  

th r o u g h   a n d   th r o u g h   h im . 

l i e   s a t  d o w n   o n   th e   b a n k   in  

an   u t t e r   c o lla p s e . 

S tro n g   m a n   as  ho  w a s ,  he   a lm o s t 

fa in te d   a t  once  w i t h   p a in   a n d   loss  o f   b lo o d   fro m   th o   tw o w o u n d s , fo r   b o th   b u lle ts   h a d   ta k e n   e ffe c t. 

B a s il  s a w   a t  a 

g la n c e   th a t  he   w a s  s e rio u s ly   in ju r e d . 

B lo o d   flo w e d   fro m  

e ith e r   le g ;   in   p o in t   o f   fa c t,  one  b a ll  h a d   b u r ie d   it s e l f   in h is   l e f t   s h in   b on e,  th o   o th e r  h a d   passed  c le a n   t h r o u g h   h is r i g h t   c a lf,  w h ic h   n o w   b le d   p ro fu s e ly . 

T h e   A m e ric a n   w a s  to o   m u c h   a cc u s to m e d   to   th o   u se  o f fire a rm s   to   be e n t ir e ly  s u rp ris e d  b y  t h is  u n e x p e c te d   a tta c k u n d e r  s u c h   s e e m in g ly   u n p ro v o k e d   c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

A f t e r  

a  m o m e n t’s  d e la y   ho  lo o k e d   u p   a t  h is   a s s a ila n t,  a n d   b u r s t f o r t h   w i t h   a ll  th e   coolness  a n d    s a n n fro h l  o f   h is   w e s te rn c o u n try m e n . 

“  W e ll,   sa y  n o w ,  I   w a n t  to   k n o w   :  w h a t  th o   d e v il  d id y o u   s h o o t  f o r  ? ” 

B a s il  h a d   m e a n t  to   d is a b le   h im . 

T ie   s a w   h is   m a n   w as 

d is a b le d . 

l i e   w o u ld n ’ t   s h o o t  h im   o u t r ig h t ,   in d e e d ,  b e cause  h e   f e lt   h e   h a d   f ir s t   a  m essage  fr o m   G o d   a n d   m a n   to d e liv e r   to   h im . 

W it h   a  s te rn   face  o f   r e t r ib u t iv e   ju s tic e   he   h e ld   th e   re v o lv e r   s t i l l   p o in te d ,  w it h o u t   a  q u iv e r ,  f u l l   a t   th e   m a n ’s h e a rt. 

“   A lv a n   G r is w o ld ,”   ho  s a id  c a lm ly ,  w i t h  th e   s u p e rn a t u r a l  c a lm   o f   one  w h o   h o ld s   h is   o w n   lif e   as  d u s t  in th o   b a la n c e , b y   c o m p a ris o n  w i t h   th o   w o r k  ho   has  so t  u p o n h im   to  a c c o m p lis h ,  “  I   a m   g o in g   to   s h o o t  y o u .  I   s h o t  lo w a t   fir s t,  because  I   w a n te d   to   m a im   y o u   a n d   to   m a k e   y o u lis te n   to   m e.  W h e n   I   h a v e   d e liv e r e d   m y  ju d g m e n t  I   w i l l

[image: Image 355]

[image: Image 356]

 T i l l - :   S I X T H   r U M M A X l ) M i : . \   T. 

i n . )

.shout  y o u   cloud,  f o r   th e   m u r d e r   o f  D o   M a r ig n y . 

1  h a r d ly  

k n e w   h im  ;  I   o n ly   sa w   h im   onco  o r  tw ic e . 

I t   is   n o t   him 

I   d e s ire   to   a v e n g e ,  h u t   o ffe n d e d   ju s tic e . 

I   le a r n t   as  a 

c h ild   ono  g ro a t  la w ,  ‘ T h o u   s h a lt  do  no   m u rd e r .’  W h e n   I h e a rd   o f   t h is   m a n   y o u   k ille d   in   c o ld   L lo o d ,  in   a  p r iv a t e q u a r r e l  a t  th e   H o te l  des  V osges,  I  f u l l y   e x p e c te d   t h a t  e ve n th is   w o r ld ’s  la w   w o u ld   ris o   u p   a n d   p u n is h   y o u . 

D e lib e r a te ly ,  a n d   o f   s e t  p u rp o s e ,  y o u   la id   a  t r a p   fo r   t h a t m a n   a n d   t h a t   w o m a n . 

D e lib e r a te ly ,  a n d   o f   s e t  p u rp o s e , 

y o u   re tu r n e d   t h a t   n ig h t   fro m   P a ris   to   s u rp ris o   a n d   d is c o v e r  th e m . 

D e lib e r a te ly ,  a n d   o f  s e t  p u rp o se ,  y o u   to o k  

y o u r   savage  v e n g e a n c e — th e   ve n g e a n c e   o f   th e   re d   I n d ia n  

— u p o n   th e   m a n   w h o ,  as  y o u   no   d o u b t  w o u ld   choose to   p u t   i t ,   h a d   a tta c k e d   y o u r   h o n o u r. 

T h e   la w   o f  

F ra n c o   a n d   a  j u r y   o f   F re n c h m e n   w e re   e n tr u s te d   b y G o d   a n d   m a n   w i t h   th e   ta s k   o f   a p p ra is in g   a n d   p u n is h in g   y o u r   c rim e . 

T h e y   fa ile d   in   t h e ir   d u ty . 

A n   o d io u s  

e x c e p tio n   in   t h e ir   l ’e n a l  C ode  g a v e   y o u   th e   s e e m in g r i g h t   to   e x e rc is e ,  u n p u n is h e d ,  th e   b a rb a ric   re v e n g e   w h ic h y o u   chose  to   w re a k   u p o n   y o u r   d e fe n ce le ss  e n e m y . 

P u t  

I   f a i l   to   see  in   t h e ir   u n c iv iliz e d   s ta tu te -b o o k   a n y   p ro v is io n   w h ic h   s a ys  t h a t   i f   y o u r   w ife   h a d   s u rp ris e d   y o u a t  some  h e ll  in   P a ris   w i t h   o ne  o f   th e   w o m e n   o f  y o u r c h o ice ,  th e   la w   w o u ld   h a v e   ju s t if ie d   h e r  i n   e x e c u tin g   a lik e   ve n g e a n c e   u p o n   y o u   a n d   y o u r   p a ra m o u r.  So  u n e q u a l a n d   u n f a ir   a  la w   as  t h a t   deserves  no  re s p e c t  a t  a ll  fro m a n y   h u m a n   b e in g . 

B u t   th e   la w   o f  G o d ,  w h ic h   te lls   m e , 

in   p la in   w o rd s ,  ‘  T h o u   s h a lt  do   n o   m u r d e r ,’  s t i l l   re m a in s to   be   v in d ic a te d ,  i f   n o t  b y   th e   c o n s titu te d   a u t h o r it y   o f th e   la n d ,  th e n   b y   th e   p r iv a t e   a c t  o f  e v e ry   w e ll-d is p o s e d c itiz e n . 

I t   is   n o t h in g   to   m o   t h a t   i f   I   s h o o t  y o u   h e re   t o d a y ,  I   s h a ll  p a y   in   th e   e n d   m y s e lf  w i t h   m y   o w n   useless li f e   f o r   i t . 

I   h a v e   com e  h e re   s im p ly  a n d   s o le ly   to   p e rfo rm th e   d u t y   w h ic h   th e   F r e n c h   c o u r t  le f t   u n p e rfo rm e d   a t  L a K o c h e   t h a t   m o r n in g .  .  .  .  A lv a n  G r is w o ld ,  in   th e   n a m e   o f G o d   and  h u m a n ity ,  1  t r y   y o u ;   I   fin d   y o u   g u i l t y ;   I   c o n -
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d c n in   y o u   to   ilo a th . 

A n d   in   a cc o rd a n ce   w i t h   t h a t   v e r d ic t 

I  s h a ll  p ro ce e d   to   s h o o t  y o u . 

H a v e   y o n   a n y t h in g   to   sa y 

t h a t   m a y   s h o w  ju s t   cause  w h y   th o   s e n te n ce   o f   t h is   c o u rt s h o u ld   n o t  a t  once,  h e re   a n d   n o w , ho  e x e c u te d   u p o n   y o u   ? ” 

W h ile   he  sp o ke ,  th e   m a n   G r is w o ld ,  p a le   as  a  g h o s t w i t h   p a in   a n d   loss  o f   b lo o d   a n d   te r r o r ,   g a z e d   u p   t it   h im v a c a n tly .  H is   h e a v y   lo w e r   ja w   d ro p p e d   b y   d eg re es  on h is   b re a s t. 

T h o s e   k e e n   d a r k   eyes  s ta re d   in   f r o n t   o f   h im g la s s ily .  H o   h e a rd   e v e ry   w o r d   B a s il  I lu t n o   h a d   to   say. 

I n   a v a g u e  k in d  o f  fa s h io n   he to o k  i t  a ll  in , a n d   t h o r o u g h ly u n d e rs to o d   i t ;  b u t   ho  w a s  s tu n n e d   b y  th e   su d d e n n e ss  a n d u n e x p e c te d n e s s   o f   th e   a tta c k . 

H o   c o w e re d   b e fo re   th e  

a c tu a l  face  o f  d e a th   as  th o u g h   ho   h im s e lf  h a d   n e v e r  been a  su c c e s s fu l  b u lly . 

W h ile   B a s il  s t i l l   spoke,  lio   s a t  s t i l l , 

c h a in e d   to   th e   b a n k ,  as  i t   w e re ,  b y   h is   w o u n d e d   le g s . 

W h e n  B a s il  fin is h e d , h e  s ta g g e re d  u p , flu n g  h is  a rm s  w i l d l y in   th e   a ir ,  a n d   ra is e d   o ne  lo u d   m a d   s h r ie k ,  “   H e lp   !  h e lp   ! 

M u r d e r !   m u r d e r ! ” 

B a s il  h e ld   th e   r e v o lv e r   p o in t- b la n k   a t  h im . 

“   N o ,  not  m u r d e r ,”  h o   s a id  q u ie t ly   :  “  e x e c u tio n — ju s tic e . 

I f   y o u   h a v e   n o t h in g   else  to   s a y   a g a in s t  th e   se n te n ce   o f th e   c o u rt,  a n d   can  o n ly   c a ll  o u t  lik e   a  c o w a rd   f o r   a id a g a in s t  th o   j u s t   fa to   im p o s e d   b y   d iv in e   la w   u p o n   y o u —  

th e n   I   s h a ll  w a it   n o   lo n g e r. 

A lv a n   G r is w o ld ,  I   s h o o t 

y o u !  ” 

T h o   r e v o lv e r   ra n g   o u t   c le a r,  once,  tw ic e ,  a n d   th r ic e . 

G r is w o ld   c la p p e d   one  w h it e   h a n d   to   h is   b re a s t  in   h o rr o r , a n d   f e ll  b a c k   w i t h   a  lo w   m o a n . 

B a s il  H u m e   d ro p p e d   th o  

p is to l  on  th o   p a th   b y   h is   sid e   a n d   g azed   a t  h is   m a n   l i s t le s s ly . 

N o t   a  m o tio n   o f  h is   b o d y ;  n o t  a  tr e m o r   o f   h is lim b s . 

S u r e ly   ju s tic e   h a d   b e e n   don e   o n   h im ! 

T h e n   ho 

s a t  d o w n   in   a  carele ss  a t t it u d e   on   th e   g r a n ite   r o c k   b y   th o dea d   m a n ’s  fe e t,  a n d   w a ite d   t i l l   th e   g e n d a rm e s ,  a ro u se d b y   th o   t ir in g ,   s h o u ld   com e  u p   fro m   S t.  P ie r re   to   th e   h il l s to   a rre s t  h im
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R ic iiA itn   H awkins?  w a s  th o   D im th o r p o   d o c to r. 

Y o u ’ve  

h o a rd   o f D im th o r p e , n o  d o u b t— t h a t   s tra n d e d   l i t t l e  v illa g e on  th e   lo w   S u ffo lk   coast,  b o u n d e d   on  th e   n o r th   b y   a  s a lt-m a rs h ,  o n   th o   s o u th   b y   a  s a n d -b a n k ,  o n   th e   r i g h t   b y   a s p re a d in g   E a s t  A n g lia n   b ro a d ,  a n d   on   th e   l o f t   b y   th o w ild   w a v e s   o f  th o   G o rm a n   Ocean. 

A s   y o u   ta c k   a lo n g  

t h a t   f la t   sho re ,  in   a  lu m b e r in g   lu g g e r ,  y o u   soo  a  f a in t s tre a k   o f   la n d   a n d   a  s q u a t  c h u rc h   to w e r   on   y o u r   w e a th e r b o w ;  a n d   i f   y o u   a sk  th o   S o u th w o h l  s k ip p e r   w h o   n a v ig a te s   y o u r   b o a t  w h a t   p la c o   t h a t   is,  b o ’l l   a n s w e r  y o u o ffh a n d ,  “  Y o n 's   th o   h i l l   a t   D im th o p o .” 

l l o   sa y s   i t ’ s  a 

h i l l ,   y o u   k n o w ,  because  i t   ris e s   f u l l   e ig h t   fo o t  h ig h   a bo ve s e a -le v e l  a t  s p r in g   tid e s . 

A n y w h e r e   else  in   th o   w o r ld  

b u t   in   t lio   S u ffo lk   m a rshe s,  y o u ’d   la u g h   a t  th o   n o tio n   o f c a llin g   t h a t   a  h i l l . 

I n   S u ffo lk   th e   w is e   m a n   a cce pts 

e le v a tio n s   a t  t lio   n a tiv e   e s tim a te . 

A l l   th e   d o c to rs   w h o   e v e r  cam e  to   D im th o r p e   b e fo re R ic h a r d   H a w k in s ,  h a d   ta k e n   to   d r in k   ;  e x c e p t  one,  h is p red e ce sso r,  a n d    he  to o k   to   o p iu m -e a tin g . 

T h e re   w a s  

n o t h in g   else  f o r   a n   e d u c a te d   m a n   to   d o   in   (lie   p la c e , p e o p lo   s a id . 

P e rh a p s   i t   w a s  th e   lo w n e s s   a n d   d a m p n e s s  

o f   t h a t   m a rs h y   is le t,  a n d   th e   d e p re s s in g   c lim a te . 

B u t  

a n y h o w ,  i n   th e   m a rsh e s,  m e n   b e g in   w i t h   q u in in e ,   f o r t h e ir   f ir s t   s ix   w e e ks ,  to   w a r d   o ff   fe v e r  a n d   a g u e ;  ta k e n e x t,  a ft e r   tw e lv e   m o n th s ,  to   b r a n d y   o r  g i n ;  a n d   e n d , 
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a fte r   a  y e a r  o r  tw o ,  w i t h   in je c tio n s   o f  m o rp h ia . 

T h a t's  

(h o   r e g u la r   ro u n d ,  i f  a  m a n   liv e s   lo n g   e n o u g h   ;  h u t   m o s t o f  th e m   d io   o ff  b e fo re   t h e y   re a c h   th e   o p ia te   stage. 

R ic h a rd   H a w k in s ,   h o w e v e r,  w a s  a  r e lig io u s   m a n :  a s e c re ta ry  o f  Y o u n g  M e n ’s C h r is tia n  A s s o c ia tio n s  a n d   U ib lo S o c ie ty   A u x ilia r ie s :   so  lie   to o k   in s te a d   to   th e   p u r s u it o f   scienoe. 

l i e   h a d   ta k e n   to   i t ,   in d e e d ,  lo n g   b e fo re   ho b o u g h t  th e   r e t i r i n g   o p iu m -e a te r’s  p ra c tic o   a t   D im th o r p e . 

T h e   C h r is t ia n  Y o u n g   M e n   h a v e   a  ta s te   f o r   m a g ic   la n te r n s a n d   fo r   th e   w o n d e rs   o f   c re a tio n . 

T h e y   lik e   to   g la n c e  

c u r io u s ly   a t  a  c re a tu re   u n d e r   th e   m ic ro s c o p e ,  a n d   to   sa y as  th o y   pass  o n ,  w i t h   a n   u n c tu o u s   a ir ,   “ T h e   h a n d ic r a ft o f   G o d   is   v e r y   m a rv e llo u s .” 

E a r ly   in   lif e ,   th e re fo re , 

lt ic h a r d   H a w k in s   u n d e r to o k   to   s u p p ly   t h a t   f e lt   w a n t   o f th e  C h r is tia n   Y o u n g   M o n  b y  W e d n e s d a y   e v e n in g   le c tu re s . 

A s  a  s tu d o n t,  ho   h a d   p a id   p a r t ic u la r   a tt e n t io n   to   b o ta n y , c o m p a ra tiv e   a n a to m y ,  g e o lo g y   ;  as  a  f u ll- fle d g e d   m e d ic a l m a n ,  h o   m a n a g e d   to   fin d   tim e   s t i l l   in   th e   in t e r v a ls   o f   h is p ra c tic e , f o r  th e s e  fa v o u r ite  s tu d ie s .  l i e   h a d  a n  a d a m a n tin e c o n s titu tio n ,  w h ic h   e n a b le d   h im   to   g o   h is   ro u n d s   a ll   d a y in   h is   d o g -c a r t  o r  o n   h is   s h o rt-le g g e d   cob,  a n d   to   bo  u p a g a in ,  fo s s il- h u n tin g   i n   th e   c ra g   p it s   b y   th e   r iv e r ,   a t  fiv e o’c lo c k   n e x t   m o r n in g . 

A   c le a n -s h a v e n   m a n ,  s tu b b o rn , 

p ig -h e a d e d ,  c o n s c ie n tio u s ,  h o n e s t ;  th e   f a t h e r   o f a  f a m ily , b le s t  w i t h   m a n y   t w in s ,   a n d   r u l i n g   h is   o w n   houso  w e l l ; o n e   o f  th o s e   s o lid ,  s to lid   c a s t- ir o n   B r it o n s   w h o   k n o w t h e y ’ re   in   th e   r i g h t ,   a n d   w i l l   go   to   th e   s ta k e   g la d ly   fo r t h e i r   d e a re s t  p re ju d ic e s  r a t h e r   th a n   s w e rv e   a n   in c h   to   th e r i g h t   o r  to   th e   l e f t   f r o m   th e   p a th   o f   t r u t h   as  t h e ir   eyes e n v is a g e   i t . 

A t   D im th o r p e ,  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   g a in e d   u n iv e r s a l  re s p e c t. 

A   d o c to r  w h o   d id n ’ t   d r i n k   w a s   in d e e d   a  n o v e lt y th o re . 

A   d o c to r  w h o   s e rv e d   h is   t u r n   in   d u e   tim e   as c h u rc h w a rd e n   :  a   d o c to r  w h o   h a d   m e a n s   o f   h is   o w n ,  a n d p a id   h is   b ills  w e e k ly   :  a d o c to r w h o   le c tu r e d   o n   th e   e rro rs o f   D a r w in is m   to   th e   b u d d in g   E a s t  A n g lia n   g ro c e r’s  as-
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s is t a u t :   a  d o c to r  w h o   b u ttre s s e d   th e   t o t t e r in g   fa b r ic   o f o rth o d o x y   w it h   m a g ic -la n te rn   s lid e s ,  a n d   c o m b a te d   th e g r o w in g   s c e p tic is m   o f   t h is   E r a s tia n   ago  w i t h   th o   tw o -  

e d g e d   s w o rd   o f  th e   B ib le   a n d   S c ie n ce —- th a t  w a s   a  ra re tre a s u re . 

T h o   v ic a r   c o n g r a tu la te d   h im s e lf   on   so  u s e fu l a n   a lly ,   th o u g h   w i t h   a n   u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  t e r r o r   le s t  I ) r . 

H a w k in s   s h o u ld   s u g g e s t  m o re   d o u b ts   th a n   he   la id ,  a n d s h o u ld   ro u s e   b y   h is   a p o lo g ie s   m o ro   q u e s tio n s   th a n   ho a n s w e re d ,  in   th e   c a n d id   m in d s   o f   th o   y o u n g   la d ie s   o f D im th o rp e , 

F o r   th e   y o u n g   s h o u ld   bo  s h ie ld e d   fro m   th o  

v e r y   s h a d o w   o f  e rro r. 

B u t   the so  a re , a la s !  u n b e lie v in g   d a y s .  N o w ,  1 t im t lio r p o w a s   c u rse d   w i t h   a  v e r y   bad  m a n —  “   a  b la s p h e m in g c o b b le r,”   th o   m ild -e y e d   c u r a te   c a lle d   h im — ono  J o b   W l ii t -  

tin g h a m   b y   n a m e ,  a  s h r u n k e n   l i t t l o   c re a tu re ,  w h o   to o k th o   N a tio n a l R e fo rm e r  a n d   th e   S ecu la rist  f o r  h is  in t e lle c t u a l d ie t, a n d   w h o   h a d   re a d   w ic k e d   b o o ks   b y   C o lo n s o ,  H u x le y , S pe n ce r,  a n d  T y n d a ll.   N o u r is h in g   h is   spa re   sou l  on   th e s e in d ig e s tib le   m o rs e ls ,  th o   c o b b le r  in   t im e   w a x e d   f a t   a n d k ic k e d ,  in t e lle c t u a lly   s p e a k in g   :  fo r   c o r p o r a lly ,  bo   w a s as  lo a n   a n d   m is e ra b le   as  a   s ca re c ro w . 

l i e   w a s   a  fe a r fu l 

r a d ic a l  to o ,  fo lk s   t h o u g h t,  t h a t   c o b b le r :  lie   fe a re d   n e it h e r s q u ire   n o r  p a rs o n ,  G o d   n o r   d e v il. 

A n d   th e re fo re ,  a t  o n o  

o f   R ic h a r d   H a w k in s ’s  W e d n e s d a y  E v e n in g s   fo r   th e   P eople 

— th o   R e v e re n d   th o   V ic a r   in   th e   C h a ir   as  u s u a l — he   ro se in   h is   sea t  w h e n   a l l   w a s  d o n e , a n d , h u m m in g   a n d   h a w in g s o m e w h a t  i n   h is   n a tiv e   m o d e s ty ,  y e t  w i t h   m u c h   v e h e m e n t  o r a to r y ,  as  is   th o   fa s h io n   o f   th o   B r it is h   w o r k in g m a n   w h e n   h o   sp e a k s   in   p u b lic ,  ho  v e n tu r e d ,  he  s a id , 

’ u m b ly   to   c a ll  in   q u e s tio n   som o  o f   o u r  le a rn e d   le c t u r e r ’s m o s t  ’a r d y   c o n c lu s io n s . 

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   s m ile d . 

W it h   t h a t   a m p le   c o n s c io u s ness  o f  in t e lle c t u a l  s u p e r io r ity   w h ic h   th e   r i g h t   use  o f th e   a s p ira te   a lw a y s   g iv e s   to   a n   e d u c a te d   m a n ,  face  to   faco w i t h   th e   o b je c tio n s   o f   an   u n e d u c a te d   o p p o n e n t,  he   le a n e d w i t h   b o th   h a n d s   on  th e   l i t t l e   ta b le   b e fo re   h im ,  a n d   e ja c u -
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 t h e   M rm s'r,  l i n k . 

la to d   b la n d ly   in   a  v e r y   s o ft  v o ic e ,  “   W liio li  ones,  p ra y  ? 

W h ic h   o n e s ? ” 

“ W i t h   I ) r .   ’A w k in s ’s  p e rm is s io n ,  s ir , ”   th o   c o h b lo r a n s w e re d   s t u r d ily ,   a d d re s s in g   h im s e lf   w i t h   a  fin e   sense o f   p r o p r ie t y   to   th o   v ic a r   i n   th o   c h a ir,  “   I   w o u ld   lik e   to o ffe r  an   o b s e rv a tio n   o r  t w o   on   h is   c u m a la tiv o   a rg u m e n t a g a in s t  th o   h a n im a l  o r ig in   o f t lio   'u m a n   sp e cie s.” 

T h o   v ic a r   fro w n e d   f a in t l y .   T h is  w a s  j u s t   as  he   fe a re d . 

W h e n   once  y o u   b e g in   to   re aso n   a b o u t  m a tte rs   o f   fa it h , y o u   o pe n   th o   flo o d g a te s   o f  u n b e lie f,  a n d   th e re ’s  n o   k n o w in g   in   w h a t  abysses  o f  d o u b t  y o u   m a y   be  f in a lly   la n d e d . 

( T h e  v ic a r ’s m e ta p h o rs   w e re  a lw a y s  r a t h e r  e x u b e ra n t th a n s t r i c t l y   c o n s is te n t.) 

B esid es,  to   g iv e   a  co m m o n   c o b b le r 

a  ch a n ce   o f a ir in g   h is   in f id e l  o p in io n s   a t   a  p u b lic   m e e tin g w a s   a  t i l i n g   n o t  to   be  d re a m e d   o f. 

“   1  t h in k ,   W h i t t i n g -  

h a m ,”   th o   v ic a r   s a id   c o ld ly — i t   w a s   a  m a tt e r   o f  p r in c ip le w it h   th o   v ic a r   to   k e e p   th o   lo w e r   o rd e rs   in   t h a t   s ta tio n in   lif e   to   w h ic h , — a n d   so  f o r t h ;   so  h o   c a r e f u lly   a b s ta in e d fro m   a d d re s s in g   a n   u n b e lie v in g   c o b b le r  as   M is te r  W h it -  

tin g h a m   :  “ I  t h i n k  a n y  p u b lic  d is c u s s io n   on  these d e lic a te q u e s tio n s   is   o u t  o f   o rd e r  a t  o u r  m e e tin g s . 

I f   th e re   a re  

p o in ts   on   w h ic h   y o u ’d   lik e   D r.  H a w k in s   to   in s t r u c t   y o u f u r t h e r ” — w i t h   a  v e r y   m a rk e d   s tre s s   u p o n   th o   g o o d   w o r d in s tru c t— “   y o u ’ d   b e t t o r   i n q u i r e   a b o u t   th e m   p r i v a t e l y   o f h im   in   th o   v e s t r y — I   m e a n ,  in   h is   s tu d y — a fte rw a r d s .” 

F o r  th e   v ic a r   w a s n ’ t   ono  to   e n c o u ra g e   b r a w lin g ,   n o r   d id ho   t h i n k   i t   s e e m ly   th a t  a n   u n w a s h e n   c o b b le r  s h o u ld   be h e a rd   in   th o   a s s e m b ly   b e fo re   th e   faces  o f   h is   s u p e rio rs . 

liic h a r d   H a w k in s ,  h o w e v e r,  w a s   m a de   o f  o th e r  m o u ld . 

U n lik e   th e   v ic a r,  ho   h a d   no   s n e a k in g   u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f t e r r o r   in   h is   in m o s t  so u l  le s t  th e   r e lig io n   o f  h is   fa th e rs m ig h t   be  w o rs te d   a n d   la id   lo w   i n   a  h a n d -to -h a n d   e n c o u n te r  w i t h  a jo u r n e y m a n   s h o e m a k e r. 

A   goo d   m a n   a n d  

tr u e , h e  tr u s te d   h is  o w n   cause,  a n d   he   le a p t in t o  th e  f r a y  as a  k n i g h t   a rm e d   a t  a ll   p o in ts  m ig h t   le a p   u p o n  th e  d e fe n c e less b o d y   o f  h is   P a y n im  a s s a ila n t.  H e   lo v e d   f a ir   p la y  :  he
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lo v e d   fre e   s p e e c h ;  lie   lo v e d   to  boo  e v e ry   m a n   h a v e   a  r i g h t to   hi.s  o p in io n .  A n d   b eside s, h o   k n o w   w e ll  lie   c o u ld   c ru s h t h a t   c o b b le r  to   e a rth   in   a  second  w it h   th o   dead  w e ig h t   o f h is   k n o w le d g e ,  h is   le a r n in g ,  h is   lo g ic a l  fa c u lty . 

“ I   t h in k ,   M r .  C h a irm a n ,”   bo   in te rp o s e d ,  s t i l l   b la n d , s t i l l   s m ilin g   h is   c o n d e s c e n d in g   s m ile ,  a n d   lin g e r in g   h is s m o o th   c h in ,  “ i f   M r .  W h it t in g h a m   w i l l   s ta te   h is   o b je c tio n s   to   m y   v ie w s   o u t r ig h t ,   1  m a y   bo  a b le   h e re   a n d   n o w to   d is p e l  h is   d iffic u ltie s .” 

T h o   v ic a r ’s  face   w a s   b la c k . 

T h o   v ic a r ’s  eye  w a s 

g la s s y . 

l i e   s h u ffle d   u n e a s ily   in   h is   c h a ir   o f  office. 

“ A s 

y o u   w i l l,   D r .   I la w k in s , ”   lie   a n s w e re d ,  w it h o u t   a tt e m p t in g   to   co n c e a l  h is   g ra v o   d is a p p ro v a l. 

I n   th o   d o c to r’s 

o w n   houso,  e v e n   th e   p r ie s t  o f   th o   p a ris h   c o u ld   h a r d ly p re v e n t  th e   d o c to r  fro m   le t t in g   h is   g u e s ts   h a v e   t h e ir   sa y i f   th e y   w o u ld . 

H u t   i t   w a s   c e r ta in ly   u n s e e m ly   t h a t   h e, 

a  b o n c fic c d   c le r g y m a n   o f   th o   C h u rc h   o f   E n g la n d ,  s h o u ld be  p r e s id in g  o v e r  a  m e e tin g   w h e re   a n  u n b e lie v in g   c o b b le r w a s   a llo w e d   to   v e n t  h is   v u lg a r   in f i d e l i t y   u n c h e c k e d b e fo re   th o   faces  o f   h is   b e tte rs . 

.S till,  p o lite n e s s   to o   has 

it s   la w s . 

 N ob lesse  obli/je.  

A g a in s t  h is   b e tte r   ju d g m e n t, 

th e   v ic a r   b o w e d   to   h is   h o s t’s  d e c is io n . 

T h e n   th o   c o b b le r,  s t i l l   s w a y in g   th o re   a w k w a r d ly   in h is   S u n d a y   c lo th e s ,  a n d   w a it in g   in   som o  a n x ie t y   f o r   th o c h a irm a n ’s  le a v e ,  w i t h   h is   hea d   c ra n e d   fo r w a r d ,  a n d   h is l i t t l e   b la c k   eyes  s c re w e d   u p   i n q u i r i n g l y   u n d e r  h is   p r o je c t in g   e y e b ro w s ,— th o   c o b b le r,  I   sa y,  f e ll  to   w i t h   a  w i l l u p o n   h is   d e s tr u c tiv e   a rg u m e n t. 

l i e   o ra te d ,  o f   c o u rs e —  

th e   B r it is h   w o r k m a n   is  n o t h in g   i f   n o t  o r a t o r ic a l;  h is   one id e a   o f   a  speech  is   to   d e c la im ,  f u ll- m o u t h e d ;   r h e to r ic   is to   h im   th o   s o u l  o f   d e b a te ;  bo  w a r m s   u p   as  ho   goes,  a n d la u n c h e s   f o r th ,   fie r c e ly   v e h e m e n t.  D u s t  p o u rs   fro m   th e s la p p e d   t h ig h s   o f  h is   S u n d a y   tro u s e rs . 

B u t   s t i l l ,   fo r   a ll 

t h a t ,   th e   c o b b le r  pressed  h is   p ro fe s s io n a l  o p p o n e n t  h a rd in   a rg u m e n t. 

H o   c o m b a tte d   th e   d o c trin e ,  he   s a id ,  o f a n y  

d is t in c t   c re a tio n   o f   th e   ’ u m a n   species, 

l i e   b e lie v e d , 

[image: Image 369]

[image: Image 370]

172

77//:   Minsist)  LINK. 

w it h   ’ E r b e r t   S iponcor,  in   th o   p r in c ip le s   o f   o v v o lo o tio n a m i  g r a d u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t. 

H o   s a w   n o   necessary  lim it s  

im p o s e d   l iy   n a tu r e   on   t lio   a c tio n   o f   th e m   la w s .  T h e y w e ro   e te rn a l, 

a ll- p e r v a d in g , 

in e v ita b le ,  s o lf-h a c tin g . 

W a r m in g   u p   w i t h   h is   s u b je c t  ns  h o   w e n t,  h o   proceeded to   q u o te   fro m   m e m o ry   in   v e r y   lo n g   screeds  w h a t ’ U x lo y h a d   s a id   o f  m a n ’s  p la c o   in   n a tu re . 

l i e   a p p e a le d   to  

D a r w in ,  he  a p p e a le d   to   ’ A c k e l,  ho  a p p e a le d   evon  to   t lio p a r t ia lly   a d v e rse   o p in io n s   o f  M r .  A w lf r o d   Ilu s s o l  W a lla ce . 

H o   s h o w e d   h o w   s h a llo w   a n d   s o p h is tic a l,  h o w d e v o id   o f   s o lid   basis,  w o re   th e   a rg a m e n ts   a d v a n c e d   b y D r . ’A w k in s   a g a in s t  th o rn .  H e   d e m o lis h e d   D r.  ’ A w k it is , in d e e d ,  w it h   a n a to m y   a n d   p h y s io lo g y ,  w i t h   p h y lo g e n y a n d   e m b r y o lo g y ,  w i t h   th e   g o r illa   a n d   t lio   c h im p a n z e e , w it h    n r   priori/  re a s o n in g   a n d   o r    posteriori/  fa c ts . 

I t   w as 

a   t r iu m p h a n t  v in d ic a tio n .  T h e   c o b b le r  w a x e d   w a r m   o v e r i t ,   a n d   m o p p e d   h is   b a ld   fo re h e a d   m o ro   th a n   onco  b y   th e w a y   w i t h   tlio   c o rn e r  o f   h is   b e s t  re d   s ilk   p o c k e t-h a n d k e rc h ie f. 

B u t   th e   a u d ie n c e — w e ll,  th e   a m lie n c o   j u s t   s ta re d   a n d t itt e r e d .   I n   t h e ir   w e ll-b ro d   ig n o ra n c e — f o r   m o s t  o f  th e m b e lo n g e d   to   th e   lo c a l  g e n tr y   a n d   p ro fe s s io n a l  classes  o f th e   m u d - b a n k   is le t — t h e y   f e l t   th e   g o n ia l  to le ra n c o   o f s u p e r io r ity   f o r   th e   c o b b le r’s  fa c ts   a n d   t h e   c o b b le r’s th e o rie s . 

I t   w a s  n o th in g   to   th e m   t h a t   J o b   W h it t in g h a m k n o w   te n   th o u s a n d   tim e s   m o ro   a b o u t  th o   q u e s tio n   a t issu o   th a n   a n y   o no  o f   th e m s e lv e s   d id .   I t   w a s   n o th in g to   th e m   t h a t   h is   lo g ic   w a s   a e n to   a n d   h is   re aso ns  c o n v in c i n g ;   n o t h in g   t h a t   h is   k n o w le d g e ,  th o u g h   secondh a n d ,  w a s   r e a lly   in   it s   w a y   b o th   w id e   a n d   a cc u ra te . 

T h o   m a n   d ro p p e d   h is   h ’s ;   t h a t   w a s   q u ite   e n o u g h   fo r D im th o r p e .  A V h a t  science  can  y o u   e x p e c t  fro m   th o   lip s o f   a  m a n   w h o   m is p la c e s   th e   v e r y   le t t e r s   o f  th e   E n g lis h a lp h a b e t? 

A s   J o b   g re w   w a r m e r ,  a n d   m o p p e d   h is   fa ce  

m o ro   v ig o r o u s ly ,  th e   a u d ie n c o   t it t e r e d   lo u d e r  a t  e ach a bsen tee   a s p ira te . 

A s   ho   fin is h e d ,  th o   c h a rte re d   w a g   o f
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D im th u r p o   tu r n e d   ro u n d   to   th o   v ic a r ’s  second  d a u g h te r w it h   a  b ro a d   s in ilo   on  h is   face ,  a n d   s u g g e s te d   in   an a u d ib le   a sid o   t h a t   to  ju d g e   fro m   th o   s p e a k e r’s  w o rd s   th o M is s in g   L i n k   o f  'u m a n it y   w a s   th o   le t t e r  H . 

T h e n   liio h a r d   H a w k in s ,  n e v e r  h e e d in g   those  ru d e a llu s io n s ,  b u t  w i t h   th o   s w e e t  s m ile   o f   s u p e r io r ity   on  h is s m u g   c le a n -s h a v e n   faco,  roso  once  m o re   fro m   h is   seat,  a n d e x p a n d in g   h is   w h it e   s h ir t - f r o n t   w i t h   o b tru s iv e   re spe ct a b i l i t y ,   a d d re ss e d   h im s e lf  in   th o   c a lm   a n d   c o u rte o u s to n e   o f   th o   e x p e rie n c e d   le c t u r e r   to   th e   K o v e ro n d   th o C h a irm a n .  T h a t   w as  a  c r u s h in g   a n s w e r.  A s   th o   c o b b le r a fte rw a rd s   d e s c rib e d   i t   in   a  c o n v e rs a tio n   w i t h   a  fr ie n d , 

’A w k in s   p o u n c e d   d o w n   u p o n   h im   lik e   a n   ’a w lc ;  he  w as s im p ly   s c a rifie d . 

N u t  t h a t   th o   d o c to r  c o u ld   r e a lly   r e p ly  

to   a n y  one  o f  h is   u n le a rn e d   o p p o n e n t’s c o g e n t  a rg u m e n ts  ; b u t   th e   d o c to r’s  a s p ira te s   w e re   as  f ir m   as  a  ro c k ,  a n d   th o d o c to r’s  d e liv e r y   w as  a fte r   th e   m a n n e r  o f   a  m a n   w h o d e m o n s tra te s   to   a  b e g in n e r  w e ll-a s c e rta in e d   c e r ta in tie s . 

“ I   a in ’ t   a - a r g u in ’  w it h   y o u ,”   s a id   a  p u b lic -h o u s e   o ra to r o n e   d a y   to   a  fo o lis h   o b je c to r  ;  “  I ’ m   o n ly  a - t e llin ’  o f  y o u .” 

A n d   K ic h a r d   H a w k in s   d id n ’ t   a rg u e   e it h e r ;   ho  o n ly   to ld J o b   A V h ittin g h a m   w h e re   a n d   h o w   ho  w as  in   e rro r. 

A g a in s t   H u x le y   a n d   D a r w in ,  th o   le c tu r e r   q u o te d   w it h im p re s s iv e   e ffe ct  ( r a is in g   h is   v o ic e   as  ho  s p o k e )  t h a t g re a t  a n d   v e n e ra te d   a n a to m is t,  S ir   lv io h a r d   O w e n ;  a n d th e   a u d ie n c e ,  t h r i l l i n g   to   th e   t it le ,   as  in   d u t y   b o u n d ,  f e lt in s t in c t iv e ly   t h a t  ju s t   as  a  m e m b e r  o f   th e   lt o y a l  C o lle g o o f   P h y s ic ia n s   is   a  b e tte r   a u t h o r it y   o n   scie nce   th a n   a c o m m o n   c o b b le r,  so  a  p ro fe s s o r  w h o   h a d   re c e iv e d   th e d ig n i t y   o f   k n ig h th o o d   a t   th e   h a n d s   o f   m o s t  sacred m a je s ty   its e lf,  m u s t  bo  a  b e tte r   a u t h o r it y   on  c o m p a ra tiv e a n a to m y   th a n   a  b ra c e   o f   p la in   m is te rs . 

I t   s to o d   to  

reason,  o f   course,  t h a t   th e   Q u e en   m u s t  k n o w   b e s t  o n a  q u e s tio n   o f  a b s tru s e   s c ie n tific   o p in io n . 

I n   s h o rt,  lv ic h a r d   H a w k in s   b e a t  d o w n   h is   c o b b le r a n ta g o n is t  b y   s h e e r  d in t   o f  a u t h o r it y   a n d   o f   s o c ia l

[image: Image 373]

[image: Image 374]

174

 THE  MIMING  LINK. 

p o s itio n . 

I t   w as  w h it e - t ie   a n d   s w a llo w - t a il  a g a in s t 

S u n d a y   s u i t ;   i t   w a s  a c a d e m ic a l  E n g lis h   a g a in s t  s o u n d c o m m o n   sense  a n d   q u a in t   h o m e s p u n   r h e to r ic ,  w i t h   n o h ’s  to   b o a s t  o f. 

A s   soon  as  th e   d o c to r  h a d   w a g g e d   h is   fo r e fin g e r   fo r  th e la s t  tim e   a t  a  d e m o n s tra tiv e   p e rio d ,  th o   c h a irm a n ,  s t i l l w r i g g l i n g   u n e a s ily   in   h is   c h a ir,  b u t   w i t h   a  p le a s in g con scio usn ess  t h a t   o r th o d o x y   h a d   n o w   b e e n   a m p ly   v i n d ic a te d ,  d is s o lv e d   th e   m e e tin g   a t   once  w it h o u t   w a it in g f o r   J o b   W h it t in g h a m . 

T h o   r i g h t   o f  fin a l  r e p ly ,   he   s a id , 

re s te d   a lw a y s   w i t h   th o   le c tu r e r . 

T h a t   w a s   a  r u le   o f  

d e b a te . 

D r .  H a w k in s   h a d   r e p lie d . 

W e   w o u ld   n o w  

a d jo u rn ,  a n d   m e e t  a g a in   in   t h is   p la c e   o n   W e d n e s d a y f o r t n i g h t :  s u b je c t,  T h e   E v id e n c e s   s u p p lie d   b y   th e   G e o lo g ic a l  R e c o rd   as  to   th e   A u t h e n t ic it y   a n d   T r u t h   o f   H o ly S c rip tu re . 

A n d   f o r   th e   n e x t  th re o   d a y s   n o b o d y   ta lk e d   o f a n y t h in g a t  th e   te a -ta b le s   o f  D im th o r p e ,  e x c e p t  th e   c h e e k   o f  th o c o b b le r,  a n d   th e   w a y   D r .   H a w k in s   h a d   b a n g e d   th e   b re a th o u t  o f   h is   b o d y . 

H e   h a d n ’ t   a  le g   to   s ta n d   u p o n ,  th o  

m ild -e y e d   c u r a te   o p in e d — n o t  a  le g   to   s ta n d   u p o n   ;  ho w a s  s im p ly   e x tin g u is h e d . 

B u t   J o b   W h it t in g h a m   w e n t  a w a y ,  s c r a tc h in g   w h a t h a ir   re m a in e d   o n   h is   s h o c k-h e a d e d   p o ll,  a n d   fe e lin g v a g u e ly   c o n s cio u s   t h a t   in   s p ite   o f   th e   d o c to r’s  lo n g w o rd s — h is   c r u s h in g   a llu s io n s   to   th e    hippocam pus  m a jo r a n d   th e    fle x o r   p o llic is   lonrjus— D a r w in   a n d   H u x le y   w e re r i g h t   a fte r   a ll,   a n d   R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   w as  b u t   a  s h a llo w m id d le -c la s s   s c io lis t. 

I t   w a s   h is   a tn p lo   s h ir t - f r o n t   t h a t  

h a d   c a r rie d   th o   d a y . 

“   A   w o r k in g - m a n   a in ’ t   g o t  n o  

c h a n c e ,”   J o b   re m a rk e d   to   h im s e lf,  w it h   p h ilo s o p h ic   re s ig n a tio n ,  “ a g in   th o   r e s p e c t a b ilit y   a n d   th e   s o c ia l  p re s - 

te e d g e   o f   th o   b la c k -c o a te d   classes. 

T h a t ’s  j u s t   w h e re  

i t   is ,  d o n 't   y o u   see? 

H o   a in ’ t   g o t  n o   c h a n c e   a g in  

’ em .” 

I t  w a s  on   S a tu rd a y   o f  t h a t   w e e k   t h a t   R ic h a r d   H a w k in s , 
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g o in g   h is   ro u n d s   o n   fo o t  in   th e   p o o r  p a r t   o f   th o   to w n , s a w  o ne o f  J o b  W h it t in g h a m ’s e ig h t  s ta r v e lin g   y o u n g s te rs s i t t i n g   o n   th o   d o o rs te p   o f   th e   c o b b le r's   h o u s e ;  fo r th o u g h   th e   ra d ic a l  p h ilo s o p h e r  w as  in   th e o r y   a  s ta lw a r t M a lth u s ia n ,  in   p ra c tic e   h is   q u iv e r   w a s   v e r y   f u l l   o f   th e m . 

T h e   b o y   w a s  s u c k in g   a  b o n o ,  w h ic h   im m e d ia te ly   a ttra c te d   th e   d o c to r’s  tr a in e d   a tte n tio n . 

I t   w a s n ’ t   a  fre s h  

bone,  a n d   i t   h a d   n o   tra c e   o f   m o a t  on   i t . 

B u t   th e   t h in g  

t h a t   m a d e   llie h a r d   H a w k in s   g iv e   a  s t a r t   o f   s u rp ris e   a t s ig h t  o f  i t   w a s  th o   fa c t  t h a t — n o t  to   m in c e   m a tte r s   to o fin e — th e   b o u e   w a s  h u m a n . 

H is   a n a to m ic a l  e ye   t o ld   h im  

t h a t   in   a  m o m e n t. 

T h o   second  o r  m id d le   j o i n t   o f   a 

h u m a n   f o r e f in g e r ! 

H e   d re w   b a c k ,  a s to n is h e d . 

N o t  t h a t   th e re   w a s  h e re  

a n y   f a in t   fla v o u r  o f   r o m a n tic   c a n n ib a lis m . 

T h e   b ou e, 

th o u g h   h u m a n ,  w a s   o ld   a n d   lo n g   b u rie d . 

H is   in te r e s t 

i n   i t   w a s   a n t iq u a r ia n   a n d   s c ie n tific ,  n o t  l i v i n g   a n d m e d ic a l. 

N o   s u s p ic io n   o f   m u r d e r   a b o u t  t h is   s tra n g e r e l i c ;  n o   case  o f  in f a n t ic id e   a n d   b a c k -g a rd e n   in te r m e n t. 

W i t h   fa c ts   lik o   th o s e ,  llic h a r d   H a w k in s   w a s  o n ly   too f a m ilia r .   H e   k n e w   th e   w a y s   o f   th e   p o o r  a n d   th e   e v ils o f   ille g it im a c y . 

B u t   t h is   b o n e   w as  d r y ,   v e r y   a n tiq u e , 

t h o r o u g h ly   m in e ra liz e d .  l i e   to o k   i t   fro m   th o  b o y  s h a r p ly , a n d   lo o k e d   h a rd   a t  i t   a w h ile   w i t h   th o   n a k e d   eye. 

H u ! 

w h a t   w a s   th is  ?  W h y ,   tra c e s   o f   c ra g   o n   th o   s id e s  a n d k n u c k le ! 

N o w ,  c ra g   is   th e   loo se   ro d   P lio c e n o   d e p o s it  o f th e   h i l l   a t  D im th o r p o ;  a n d  as e v e ry   g e o lo g is t o r a n t iq u a r y k n o w s ,  i t   a n te d a te s   b y   m a n y ,  m a n y   th o u s a n d s   o f   y e a rs th o   supposed  f ir s t   a p p e a ra n c e   o f   m a n   o n   o u r   p la n e t. 

I f  

th e   bon e   r e a lly   c a m e   fr o m   a  la y e r   o f   th o   c ra g — llic h a r d H a w k in s   d re w   b a c k   i n   u n s p e a k a b lo   h o rr o r . 

H o   d id n ’ t  

e ve n   d a re   to   fo r m u la te   to   h im s e lf   h is   in s t in c t iv e   c o n c lu s io n s . 

I f   th e   b o n e   r e a lly   cam e  fro m   th o   c ra g ,  th e n   th o   a g o o f   m a n   o n   th e   e a rth   m u s t  be  p u s h e d   b a c k   a  c o u p le   o f m illio n   y e a rs   a t  le a s t,  to   th e   P lio c e n e   t im e — a n d   H e a v e n
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o n ly   k n o w s   w h a t   m ig h t   he  th e   re m o te   conseq ue nces  to th e   cause  o f  o rth o d o x y . 

“ W h e re   d id   y o u   g e t  t h is   fin g e r ,  b o y ? ”   h e   a ske d   th e la d   s h a rp ly . 

A n d   l i t t l e   T o d ,  lo o k in g   u p ,  m a d e   a n s w e r  w i t h   a  je r k o f  h is   th u m b   o v e r  h is   r i g h t   s id e ,  “  D o w n   y o n   :  b y  W o o d ’s c r a g - p it.” 

“   D u g   i t   o u t ? ”   th e   d o c to r  a sk e d   in   a  v e r y   s h o r t  v o ic e . 

A n d   th e   b o y   n o d d e d   a sse nt. 

“ D u g   i t   o u t  th e re ,”   he  

a n s w e re d . 

T h e   d o c to r  p u t   th e   b o n e   in   h is   p o c k e t  h u r r ie d ly ,   g a v e th e   b o y   a  h a ’ p e n n y — f o r   ho   w a s  a  s a v in g   m a n — a n d w a lk e d   a w a y   to   th e   n e x t   p a t ie n t ’s  h o u se ,  m u c h   p e rtu rb e d a n d   p re o c c u p ie d .  H e   c o u ld   h a r d ly   a tte n d   to   th e   s y m p to m s   i n   th e   case— a  m e re   o r d in a r y   d e v e lo p m e n t  o f   a c u te b r a in - fe v e r ,  in   th e   s ta g e   o f   c o lla p s e — so  in te re s te d   a n d e x c ite d   w a s   h e   b y   t h a t   m o m e n to u s   q u e s tio n . 

W h a t   d id  

i t   m a tte r ,  in   fa c t,  w h e th e r   o n e   m o re   p o o r  o ld   w o m a n liv e d   o r  d ie d ,  w h e n   t h e   w h o le   fa b r ic   o f   th e o lo g y ,  th e w h o le   f u t u r e   h o p e s   o f  th e   h u m a n   ra ce,  tre m b le d   t o t t e r in g in   th e   b a la n c e ? 

A s   soon  as  h e   d e c e n tly   c o u ld ,  h o   g o t  a w a y   fr o m   h is p a tie n ts ,  h o m e   b y   h im s e lf,  a n d ,  lo c k in g   th e   d o o r  o f   th e c o n s u ltin g -r o o m ,  as  o fte n   h a p p e n e d   w h e n   p e o p le   h a d   to be   e x a m in e d ,  h e   to o k   o u t  h is   l i t t l e   p la ty s c o p ic   le n s ,  a n d g azed   lo n g   a n d   a n x io u s ly   a t   t h a t   t e ll- t a le   fo re fin g e r. 

F r a g m e n ts   o f   c ra g   w e re   e m b e d d e d   o n   i t   a ll   ro u n d , i t  

w a s   t o   som e  e x te n t  m in e r a liz e d   b y   re m o v a l  o f   b o n y p a rtic le s   a n d   t h e ir   re p la c e m e n t  th r o u g h   f ilt r a t io n   o f   ir o n c o m p o u n d s . 

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   p ee re d   a t  i t   in   b la n k   d is m a y .  I f   t h is   w e re   in d e e d   a  b o n e   o f  P lio c e n e   d a te — th e n th e   w h o le   fa b r ic   o f   h is   p h ilo s o p h y   m u s t  to p p le   o v e r, h e lte r - s k e lte r ,  i n   o n e   a w f u l  c o lla p s e ,  fr o m   base  to   c o p in g - 

stone. 

B u t   n o !  Im p o s s ib le   !  I n c r e d ib le !  T h e   t h i n g   c o u ld n ’ t be. 

B y   s u re   a n d   c e r ta in   w a r r a n t y   o f  H o ly   S c r ip tu r e ,  he
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k n o w   i t   w a s n ’ t   s o ;  h o   k n e w   i t ;   ho    know  it . 

M a n   w a s  

fa s h io n o d   d ir e c t,  in   th o   s h a p o   t h a t   w o   sco  h im ,  b y   th o f in g e r   o f  th o   C re a to r  ( w lia t o v e r   t h a t   m a y   m o a n ),  w it h o u t a n y   M is s in g   L i n k   o r   o th e r  in te r m e d ia te   d e v e lo p m e n ta l fo r m   b e tw e e n   h im s e lf   a n d   th o   s o n lle s s   a n th ro p o id s . 

T h o  

b o n e   m u s t  h a v e   boon  b u r ie d   b y   a c c id e n t  i n   th o   c ra g ,  o r d e lib e r a te ly   in te r r e d   th e ro   in   a n c ie n t  B r i t i s h   tim e s ,  a n d m u s t  h a v e   g o t  m in e r a liz e d   in   a   c o m p a r a tiv e ly   s h o r t p e rio d   b y   th o   a c tio n   o f   w a te r .  T o - m o r r o w   m o r n in g   h o w o u ld   g o   a n d   e x a m in e   th o   c r a g - p it . 

T i l l   th e n ,  h e ’d   p u t  

th o   b o n o   b a c k   safe  in   h is   w a is tc o a t  p o c k e t. 

B u t   ho  f o l t   u n e a s y   a b o u t  i t ,   a ll  th o   sam o,  f o r   th o   re s t o f   th o   d a y ;  t h a t   u n c a n n y   f r a g m e n t !  h o w   a n n o y in g   o f i t   to   com o  i n   w i t h   it s   d is t u r b in g   im p lic a tio n s ,  to   u p s e t th o   s n u g   e d ific o   o f   h is   c u t- a n d - d r ie d   s y s t e m ! 

B o n o s  

s h o u ld n ’t   bo   a llo w e d   to   g o t  c r a g g y   lik e   t h a t ! 

T h e y  

s h o u ld   bo  k e p t   in   t h e ir   p la c o ;  th e y   s h o u ld   bo  re ta in e d o n   th o   s u r fa c e ;  th e y   s h o u ld   bo  c o n fin e d   e n t ir e ly   to   t h o ir p ro p e r  s tr a ta . 

A s   th o   v ic a r   w i t h   J o b   W h it t in g h a m ,   so 

th e   d o c to r  w i t h   t h a t   d ig it a l. 

T h a t   e v e n in g   th o   v ic a r   c a lle d   ro u n d   f o r   a n   a m ia b le c h a t  w i t h   D r .  H a w k in s   in   h is   p r iv a te   s tu d y . 

T h o   t w in s  

n e v e r  cam e  th e re ,  a n d   h o   c o u ld   see  h is   f r ie n d   q u ie t ly . 

T h e y   h a d   a  c ig a r   to g e th e r ,  a n d   d is c u s s e d   th e   la s t  le c tu re . 

T h o   d o c to r  w a s   m o ro   p o s itiv e   t h a t   n ig h t   th a n   o ve r. 

H o  

g azed   a t  th o   i l l u s t r a t i v e   ca s ts   o f   m a m m a lia n   s k u lls   in th o   c a b in e t  o p p o s ite — m a n ’s,  th e   g o r illa ’s,  th o   c h im p a n zee’s,  th o   g ib b o n ’s — a n d   re m a rk e d   c o m p la c e n tly   t h a t   fo r h is   p a r t   lie   p in n e d   h is   f a it h   o n   S p e c ific   D is tin c tio n s . 

I f  

o v e r  th o   a ff ilia t io n   o f   M a n   o n   th o   A n t h r o p o id   A p e s   be cam e  a  P ro v e d   F a c t,  th e n   ho   d id n ’ t   see  h o w   th e y   c o u ld a n y   lo n g e r   re s is t  th e   p la in   c o n c lu s io n   :  on  th e   s p e c ia l c re a tio n   o f   m a n   re s te d   th e   I m m o r t a l  S o u l;  a n d   w it h   th o I m m o r t a l  S o u l  w e n t  th o   w h o le   c o m p le x   s y s te m   o f   o r t h o d o x   th e o lo g y . 

T h e   v ic a r ,  on   th e   o th e r   h a n d ,  h o ld in g   h is   coffee  h a lf
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s ip p o d ,  w a s   f a r   m o re   c a u tio u s   a n d   fa r   less  d o g m a tic . 

I t  

d id n ’ t   do,  th e   v ic a r   t h o u g h t,  f o r   C h r is tia n   m e n   to   haso t h e i r   f a it h   to o   m u c h   u p o n   a n y   p a r t ic u la r   s c ie n tific   o r m o re   h u m a n   o p in io n . 

F a c ts   m ig h t   b e   to o   s tr o n g   f o r  

th e m   in   th e   e n d ,  a n y   d a y ,  a n d   t h e y   m ig h t   h a v e   to   re c o n s id e r   t h e ir   id e a s   a n d   e a t  t h e ir   o w n   w o rd s ,  i f   t h e y   s p o k e to o   p o s itiv e ly . 

“  R e m o m b e r  h o w   w e   s tu c k   a t   f ir s t   to   th o  

s ix   lit o r a l  d a y s   o f  c re a tio n ,”   th o   v ic a r  s a id  s o f t ly ,  t w i r l i n g t w o   f a t   th u m b s   u p o n   h is   a m p le   k n e e . 

“  A n d   w o   h a d   to  

g iv e   th o rn   u p   a fte r   a ll. 

W e   h a d   to   g o   b a c k   u p o n   i t . 

C c o lo g y   t a u g h t   u s   th e y   w e re   o n ly   s ix   epochs. 

F o r   m y  

p a r t ,   H a w k in s ,  i f   I   w e ro   y o u ,  I   w o u ld n ’ t   la y   so  m u c h s tre s s   u p o n   a n y   one  m o d e   o f   in t e r p r e t in g   s c r ip t u r e —  

e s p e c ia lly   G e n esis. 

G e n e s is   is   a   vary  h a r d   n u t   to   c ra c k . 

W h ilo   in s is t in g   s tr o n g ly   o n   th o   g e n e ra l  closo  c o rre s p o n d e n c e   b e tw e e n   th o   b o o k   o f   G o d   a n d   th o   b o o k   o f   n a tu r e , I   w o u ld n ’ t   t i c   m y s e lf   d o w n   to   a n y   s p e c ia l  th e o r y   as  to t h e    mode  o f  th o   c o in c id e n c e   b e tw e e n   th e m — w o u ld n ’ t   n a il a   p a r t ic u la r   l i t t l e   fla g   to   m y   m a s t,  a n d   p le d g e   m y s e lf b e fo ro   th o   w o r ld   to   s ta n d   o r  i'a ll  b y   i t . ” 

F o r   th o   p a rs o n  

w a s   one  o f   th o s e   p r u d e n t  m e n   w h o   b e lie v e   in   th e   s a v in g g ra c e   o f   h e d g in g . 

T h e   v ic a ra g e   o f  B r a y   w o u ld   e x a c tly  

lia v o   s u ite d   h im . 

H e   to o k   h is   s ta n d ,  o f   cou rse,  o n   th o  

im p r e g n a b le   R o c k   o f  H o ly   S c r ip tu r e :   b u t   lie   in s is te d t h a t   n o   o n o   in d iv id u a l  fr a g m e n t  o f   i t   h a d   a n y   n e ce ssa ry c o n n e c tio n   w i t h   th e   s t a b ilit y   o f th o   e n t ir o   s tr u c tu r e . 

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s ,  h o w e v e r,  w i t h   h is   s c ie n tific   ide a s, a n d   h is   lo g ic a l  in t e lle c t ,   w o u ld   h e a r  o f   n o   s u c h   p a lt e r in g w i t h   e te rn a l  a n d   im m u ta b le   T r u t h . 

M o re   o rth o d o x   th a n  

th e   p a rs o n ,  h e   h a te d   th e s e   la t it u d in a r ia n   v ie w s .  “  N o , n o ,”   h o   s a id   w i t h   w a r m th ,   f in g e r in g   th e   b o n o   in   h is p o c k e t  u n e a s ily   as  ho   s p o k e :  “  I   c a n ’t   a d m it   th a t. 

I  

w o n ’ t   p la y   fa s t  a n d   lo o s e   w i t h   th o   p la in   w o rd s   o f   th e B o o k .  I f  G o d   m a d e   m a n   in   H is   o w n   im a g e , a n d   b re a th e d i n t o   h is   n o s tr ils   th e   b re a th   o f   l i f e   o n   th e   S ix th   D a y   o f C re a tio n ,  th e n   I   can  u n d e rs ta n d   a ll  th e   r e s t :  th e   I m 
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m o r t a l  S o u l;   F re e   W i l l ;   th e   P la n   o f   S a lv a tio n ;   th e d iffe re n c e   t h a t   m a rk s   us  o f f   fr o m   th o   lo w e r   a n im a ls ; th e   e x is te n c e   w i t h i n   us  o f   a  d iv in e ly - s e n t   con s cie n c e . 

B u t   i f   o v e r  i t   can  h o   s h o w n   c o n c lu s iv e ly ,  s h o w n   b e y o n d th e   s h a d o w   o f  a  d o u b t, w e ’ ro   d e s c e n d e d   fr o m   an   apo ,  th e n I   g iv e   u p   a ll. 

W o   c a n   bo  n o t h in g   m o re   th a n   th o   b ea sfs 

t h a t   p e ris h . 

F o r   a t  w h a t  p o in t   in   t h e   s e rie s   o f   e v o lv in g m o n k e y s   c a n   th o   I m m o r t a l  S o u l  f ir s t   com e  in  ?  H o w c a n   w o   o v e r  s a y   w h o ro   th o   ape  le a v e s   o ff,  a n d   th o   m a n b e g in s  ?  O n c o   a d m it   th e   e x is te n c e   o f   a  c o n tin u o u s   c h a in o f   lif e ,   a n d   y o u   a b a n d o n   th o   c ita d e l. 

E it h e r   m a n   is  

c re a te d   i n   th o   im a g e   o f   G o d ,  o r  e lse   ho   is   a  d ir e c t   d e s c e n d a n t  o f   th o   m o n k e y ,  th e   liz a r d ,   th o   a s e id ia n ,  th o je lly - f is h . 

W h a t   is   tru e   o f   th e m   is   t r u e   also   o f   h im . 

T h o   s o u l,  t h e   con scie nce ,  e te r n a l  lif e ,   d e p e n d   e n t ir e ly o n   d ir e c t   c re a tio n .” 

T h o   v ic a r   k n o c k e d   o lf   h is   ash  p e n s iv e ly ,  a n d   p e ru s e d h is   b o o ts . 

L o g ic a lly ,   ho   h a d   n o t h in g   to   a n s w e r  to   th o  

d o c to r’s  a r g u m e n t;  b u t   p r a c t ic a lly ,   lie   k n e w   in   h is   o w n s o u l  t h a t   i f   e v o lu tio n is m   w e re   to   p ro v e   m a n ’s  a n im a l o r ig in   b e y o n d   th o   s h a d o w   o f  a  d o u b t  to - m o r r o w  m o r n in g , h e ’d   s t ic k   to   th o   v ic a ra g e   o f   D im th o r p e   s t i l l ,   a n d   d e b a te as  h o t ly   as  e v e r  a t   th o   d io c e s a n   s y n o d   o v e r  a p o s to lic succession   a n d   th e   e a s tw a rd   p o s itio n .  So  ho  h e ld   h is peace,  lik e   a  w is e   m a n ,  a n d   s ta re d   h a r d   a t  th o   fire p la c e . 

A l l   t h a t   n ig h t   lo n g ,  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   h a r d ly   s le p t  a w in k . 

T h o   b o n o   w a s   in d e e d   a  b o n o   o f   c o n te n tio n   to h im . 

E a r ly   i n   th e   m o r n in g ,  ho   ro se   u p   b e tim e s ,  a n d b e to o k   h im s e lf   in   th e   g re y   d a w n   to   th o   c r a g - p it   b y   th e r iv e r . 

M rs .  H a w k in s ,  th o   m o th e r  o f   m a n y   tw in s ,  w as 

l i t t l e   s u r p r is e d   a t  h is   e c c e n tric   m o v e m e n ts . 

A   d o c to r’s 

w ife   is   a cc u sto m e d   to   n ig h t   a la rm s . 

She  to o k   i t   f o r  

g r a n te d   h e   w a s   c a lle d   u p   to   a tto n d   som o  p a tie n t. 

S u n d a y   m o r n in g   th o u g h   i t   w a s — n o   f i t   d a y   f o r   fo s s iliz in g — R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   b e g a n   to   p e e r  a b o u t  in   th e   p it , t o   see  i f   h o   c o u ld   fin d   a n y   tra c e   o f   th e   o w n e r  o f  th e   fo re 
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fin g e r . 

H e   w a s n ’ t   lo n g   in   d is c o v e rin g   i t . 

I t   w a s   e asy 

e n o u g h   to   fin d . 

I l i a   h e a rt  s to o d   s t i l l   w i t h i n   h im   as  ho  

g azed   a t   th o   s p o t. 

A   h a n d   h a l f   p r o tr u d e d   fro m   th e   face 

o f   th o   c u t t in g ,   w h e re   th e   w o r k m e n   h a d   l e f t   i t   oxposod w it h o u t   o v e r  d is c o v e rin g   i t .   O r   p e rh a p s   T e d   W h it t in g -  

h a m   h a d   g ru b b e d   i t   o u t  a ft e r   t h e y   w e n t  a w a y   fro m   t h e ir w o r k   f o r   th o   e v e n in g . 

T h e   d o c to r ’s  p ra c tis e d   e ye   to o k  

in   th o   fa c ts   a t   once.  A   s ig n ific a n t   g la n c e   a t  th o   lio   o f th e   s tr a ta   t o ld   h im   t h is   w a s   in d e e d   n o   a n c ie n t  B r it is h in te r m e n t.  A l l   th e  beds w e ro  u n d is tu rb e d .  T h o  s k o lo to n , i f   th e re   w a s   one,  la y   th e re    in   situ. 

A   fe w   m in u te s ’  w o r k   succee de d   in   c o n v in c in g   h im th e re    was  a  s k e le to n .  E g g in g   a w a y   w i t h   h is   k n if e   a t th o   s o ft  s to n o ,  ho   g r a d u a lly   u n e a rth e d   a  p a lm   a n d   fo re a rm .  H e   s ta rte d   a fre s h   a t   th o   s ig h t.  H u m a n ,  n o   d o u b t ; y e s ,  d is t i n c t l y   h u m a n ! 

B u t   h o w   c u r io u s ly   p r o p o r tio n e d ,  t o o ! 

H o w   u n u s u a lly   sha pe d   ! 

H o w   s tr a n g e ly  

a p e - lik e ! 

A s   h o   lo o k e d ,  a  v a g u e   h o r r o r   cam e  o v e r  h im   s u d d o n ly . 

W h y ,   t h is   w a s   a n   a c c u rs e d   t h in g ,   a  w o r k   o f   th o   d e v i l ! 

H o   s a w   w h a t  i t   a ll   m e a n t  a lre a d y ,  a n d   s h r a n k   fro m   i t w i t h   a  d e a d ly   s h r in k in g ,   an   u n s p e a k a b lo   re p u g n a n c e . 

H is   f ir s t   im p u ls o ,  in d e e d ,  w a s  to   c o v e r  i t   a ll  u p ,  a n d ru s h   a w a y   fro m   th e   s p o t,  a n d   l e t   th o   u n c le a n   t h in g   r e m a in   b u r ie d   f o r   e v e r. 

B u t   w h a t   uso  w o u ld   t h a t   b e ? 

I n   a   d a y   o r   t w o ’s  tim e ,  th e   w o r k m e n   w o u ld   ro a c h   i t   as th e y   d u g ,  a n d   a ll  E n g la n d   w o u ld   r in g   w i t h   th o   h a to fu l d is c o v e ry . 

Second  th o u g h ts   t o ld   h im   b e tte r. 

T h is   w a s  

th e   L o r d ’s  d o in g . 

H o w   lu c k y   i t   w as  S u n d a y ! 

T h a n k  

H e a v e n ,  in   E n g la n d ,  w e   re m e m b e r  th o   s a b b a th   d a y   to k e e p   i t   h o ly   s t i l l  I 

T h e   w o r k m e n   w o u ld n ’ t   com e  to   d ig  

i t   o u t  to - d a y .  A n d   h o w   lu c k y   i t   w as  a   C h r is tia n   w h o h a d   f ir s t   d is c o v e re d   i t ! 

I n   a n   a g o n y   o f   h a s te ,  h o  

w re n c h e d   t h e   fo re -a rm   a n d   w r i s t   fro m   th e   c ra g   w i t h   a je r k ,   a n d   w ra p p e d   th e m   u p   w i t h   ca re   i n   h is   w h it e   s ilk p o c k e t-h a n d k e rc h ie f.  T h e n   he   tu r n e d   a n d   fle d   fr o m   t h a t
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u n h a llo w e d   p it . 

A l l   th e   d e v ils   in   h e ll  h o o te d   a ft e r   h im  

in   d e ris io n . 

T h a t   m o rn in g ,  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   d id n ’ t   go   to   c h u rc h . 

H o   w a s   in   n o   h u m o u r  f o r   p ra y e r. 

H e   lo c k e d   h im s e lf   u p  

in   h is   o w n   s tu d y ,  a n d   s a t  e x a m in in g   th o s e   h a te fu l  bones w i t h   m in u to   a n a to m ic a l  care. 

T h e   m o re   ho  lo o k e d   a t 

th e m ,  th e   less  lie   lik e d   th e m . 

G r a t io le t ’s  p la te s   la y   open 

b y   h is   sid e . 

H o   c o m p a re d   th e   t h in g s   w it h   th e   n o rm a l 

s k e le to n   in   h is   c a b in e t— m u c h   to   t h e i r   d is a d v a n ta g e . 

H u m a n ;   yes,  h u m a n ;   u n d o u b te d ly   h u m a n ;  b u t  o h ,  h o w a p e -lik e   in   e ffe c t,  h o w   in te rm e d ia te   in   c h a ra c te r! 

T h e y  

w e re   g h a s tly   in   t h e ir   re m in is c e n c e   o f   th e   g re a t  a n th r o p oid s. 

N o   H o t t e n t o t   o r  B u s h m a n   w a s   one  t w e n t ie th   so s im ia n . 

H o w   he   g o t  th r o u g h   th e   d a y ,  ho  h a r d ly   k n e w . 

D in n e r  

tim e   cam e ,  a n d   ho   a te   h is   fo o d   m e c h a n ic a lly . 

B u t   h o r r ib le   th o u g h ts   s u rg e d   a n d   see the d  in   h is   s o u l.  T h e   u n iv e rs e w as  t o t t e r in g   to   it s   c e n tre   t h a t   d a y . 

T h e   cosm os  stood 

tre m u lo u s   o n   th e   b r i n k   o f   a n   a b y s s. 

G o d   h im s e lf   w as 

b e in g   w e ig h e d   in   th e   b a la n c e ,  a n d   p e rh a p s   fo u n d   w a n tin g .  T h e   e x is te n c e   o f   o rd o r,  c re a tio n ,  a  d e ity ,  d ep ended u p o n   th e   u n d is c lo s e d   r e m a in d e r   o f   t h a t   h a te fu l  s k e le to n . 

I f   th e   re s t  w a s   as  m o n k e y - lik e   as  th e   fra g m e n t  he   had u n e a rth e d ,  th e n   th e   B ib le   w a s   a  l i e ;  th e   C re a to r  w a s   a d r e a m ;  r e lig io n   w a s   a  f ig m e n t ;  th e   u n iv e r s e   r o lle d b la c k   d o w n   th e   ages  to   h e l l :  th e re   n e v e r  w as,  th e re n e v e r  h a d   b een,  a  G o d   it s   r u le r . 

So  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   th o u g h t. 

P e rh a p s   he  t h o u g h t  

r ig h t . 

P e rh a p s   he  t h o u g h t   w ro n g . 

B u t   a t  a n y   ra te ,  ho 

t h o u g h t   so. 

T o o   lo g ic a l  to   p a lte r   w i t h   p e t t y   r e c o n c ilia tio n s ,  h o   s to o d   b y   h is   g u n s   m a n f u lly   in   t h is   la s t  e x t r e m it y . 

H e   h a d   e re c te d   f o r   h im s e lf   e a r ly   in   li f e   a w e ll-r o u n d e d   p h ilo s o p h y ,  a  s y s te m   o f   t h i n g s ;  a n d   on t h a t   s y s te m   h e   h a d   b ased   h im s e lf   th r o u g h   a ll   th o   y e a rs o f   h is   m a n h o o d . 

O n   th e   Im p r e g n a b le   R o c k   o f   H o ly  

S c r ip tu r e   he  h a d   ta k e n   h is   s ta n d . 

N o w   a  m o ra l  e a r t h 
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q u a k e   s h o o k   a n d   a s s a ilo il  t h a t   R o c k . 

I t   t r e m b le d   b e fo re  

h is   v e r y   eyes. 

I f  i t   s ta g g e re d   a n d   f e ll,   t h e   s o lid   g r o u n d w o u ld   h a v e   fa ile d   b o n o a th   h im . 

H e   h a d   n o   'p la c e   lo f t   in  

w h ic h   to   la y   h is   h ea d. 

H e l l   y a w n e d   o p e n   b e s id o   h im . 

H o   m u s t  p lu n g e   in t o   i t   a n d   bo  s a tis fie d . 

Y e t ,   b o rn   m a n   o f   s cie n c e   t h a t   h e   w a s   f o r   a l l   t h a t,  h o c o u ld   n e v e r  bo   u n t r u e   to   th e   F a c ts ,  c o u ld   n e v e r  ig n o re E v id e n c o . 

T h o u g h   t h a t   s k e le to n   w e re   to   o v e r t h r o w   h is G o d   a n d   h is   p h ilo s o p h y   a t   once,  h o   m u s t  u n e a r th   i t   s t i l l : ho  m u s t  fin d   o u t  t h e   T r u t h   :  le t   i t   c o s t  w h a t   i t   m ig h t , ho   m u s t  s ta n d   o v e n   w i t h   R e a litie s . 

A t   n in e   o’ c lo c k   h o  

rose, a n d   to o k   o u t h is  la n te r n .  H is   w ife   lo o k e d   a s to n is h e d . 

“ W h e re   a re   y o u   g o in g ,  R ic h a r d ? ”   she  a sk e d . 

A n d   f o r  

th e   f ir s t   tim e   in   h is   lif e ,   t h a t   p e rtu rb e d   a n d   tr o u b le d   s o u l to ld   h e r  g u i l t i l y   a  d e lib e ra te   lie .  “  A   m id w if e r y   case,”   h o a n s w e re d ,  s h u fflin g . 

“  P o o r  w o m a n   o u t  N ess  w a y . 

I  

m a y n ’ t   bo  b a c k   t i l l   m o r n in g .” 

A n d   he  w e n t  o u t  b y   h im s e lf  to w a rd s   th e   c r a g - p it   b y th e   r iv e r . 

I t   ra in e d   h a rd   t h a t   n ig h t ,   b u t   f o r   h o u rs   he  s to o d   th e re in   th e   c o ld   a n d   w o t,  d ig g in g   a w a y   w i t h   a ll  h is   m ig h t , d ig g in g   fe v e r is h ly ,  m a d ly . 

A t   a ll  h a z a rd s ,  ho   m u s t  d ig  

o u t  t h a t   a cc u rs e d   t h in g . 

N e v e r  s h o u ld   i t   a ff r o n t   a n  

in n o c o n t  w o r ld   w i t h   it s   g o d le s s   face. 

N e v e r  s h o u ld   i t  

la u g h   it s   m u te   la u g h   a t  p u r i t y   a n d   goodness. 

N o   w o r k m a n   s h o u ld   u n e a r th   i t ,   a n d   e x h ib it   i t   in   a  g la s s   case  a t th e   B r it is h   M u s e u m . 

I f   i t   w as  a ll  t h a t   h e   fe a re d ,  n o  

h u m a n   eye  b u t   h is   o w n   s h o u ld   e v e r  b e h o ld   th e   a th e is tic a l g r i n   o n   it s   m o c k in g   s k u ll.   l i e   a lo n e   s h o u ld  pass  th r u u g h t h a t   f ie r y   fu rn a c e . 

H e   a lo n e   s h o u ld   k n o w   b y   p o s itiv e  

p ro o f h is   B ib le   a  lie   a n d   h is   G o d   a  d e lu s io n . 

T w o   m illio n   y e a rs   a go,  som e  b la c k   a n d   h a ir y   c re a tu re , s h a m b lin g   a lo n g   h a l f   e re c t  o n   c r o u c h in g   k n e e s   th r o u g h th e   w o o d la n d ,  h a d   b e e n   s u d d e n ly   c a rrie d   a w a y   b y   a  w ild ru s h   o f   w a te r   fro m   a  b u r s t in g   tre e -d a m ,  a n d ,  a ft e r   o ne h id e o u s   y e ll  o f   ra g e   a n d   d e s p a ir,  h a d   b ee n   d ro w n e d   a n d
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b u rie d   in   Band  on   th e   s p o t  t h a t   is   n o w   th o   H i l l   a t  D iin -  

th o rp o . 

A lo n o   a m o n g   h is   k in d ,   l iis   B k o lo to n   w a s   th u s p ro se i-vo d ,  b y   th o   p u re   a c o id o n t  o f   g o o lo g y ,  f o r   o u r   ago t o   lo o k   u p o n . 

R ic h a r d   I la k w in s   h a d   d is c o v e re d   th o   o ne 

s u r v iv in g   s p o c im o n   o f   th e   a n c e s to r  o f   m a n ,  as  he   ro a m e d th o   denso  w o o d s   o f  a  P lio c o n o   B r it a in . 

B i t   b y   b it   h o   u n c o v e re d   th o   t h i n g — h ea d,  fo o t,  t r u n k , s h o u ld e rs .  I n   th e   d a r k   a n d   u n d e r  th o   r a in ,  b y   th e   d im l i g h t   o f  h is   la n te r n ,  h o   c o u ld   h a r d ly   fo r m   a n y   j u s t a n a to m ic a l  o p in io n   u p o n   it s   fo r m   a n d   a ffin itio s . 

B u t   ho  

s a w   q u it e   e n o u g h   e v e n   so  to   k n o w   h is   w o r s t  fe a rs   w e ro h id e o u s ly   c o n firm e d . 

W i t h   th o   e n e rg y   o f   d e s p a ir — th o  

o n c r g y   o f a  m a n   w h o   w o r k s   b o d y   a n d   s o u l  a g a in s t  f e a r f u l odds  to   savo  th o   c o m m u n ity   fro m   som o  u n k n o w n   c a ta c ly s m ,  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   d u g   o n ,  a l l   h ee dle ss  o f   r a in   a n d c o ld   a n d   d a rk n e s s ,  l i i s   one  t e r r o r   w a s   n o w   le s t  a n y   m a n s h o u ld   com e  u p   b e fo ro   d a w n   a n d   in t e r r u p t   h im . 

T h a t  

 he  s h o u ld   h a v e   le a r n e d   t h a t   g h a s t ly   s e c ro t  o f   t h o   ro c k s w a s   b a d   e n o u g h   in   a ll   c o n s c ie n c e   :  b u t   t h a t   a ll  th o   w o r ld s h o u ld   k n o w   i t ,   a n d   s in k   in t o   th o   h o p e le ss   s lo u g h   o f in f i d e l i t y  a n d  v ic e ,— t h a t  w as  m o re   th a n   R ic h a r d   H a w k in s c o u ld   b e a r  to   c o n te m p la te . 

A t   la s t   ho  fin is h e d   h is   ta s k . 

E v e r y   b o n e   o f   th o   e n tir e  

s k e le to n   w a s  th e re ,  u n b ro k e n . 

H e   t h r u s t   th o   p re c io u s  

fo s s ils   c a r e f u lly   in t o   h is   sa c k ,  e x tin g u is h e d   h is   la n te r n , a n d  tr u d g e d  w e a r ily  h o m o  t h r o u g h   th e   r a in ,  a d is illu s io n e d u n b e lie v e r. 

A n y   o th e r  d is c o v e re r  w i t h   h a lf   R ic h a r d   H a w k in s ’ s s c ie n tific   k n o w le d g e   w o u ld   h a v e   g o n e   h o m o   r e jo ic in g t h a t   h o   h a d   fo u n d   th e   m o st  w o n d e r fu l  g e o lo g ic a l  r e lic e v e r  u n e a r th e d   o n   th e   s u rfa c e   o f   o u r  p la n e t. 

B u t   to  

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s ,  th o   w h o le   e p is o d e   e n v is a g e d   it s e lf q u ite   o th e rw is e .  T h e   ir o n   o f  th e   Y o u n g   M e n ’ s  C h r is tia n A s s o c ia tio n   h u d   e n te re d   in t o   h is   s o u l. 

F o r   y e a rs   h o   h a d  

p re a c h e d ,  w it h   a ll  th e   s o lid ,  s to lid ,  s q u a re -h e a d e d   lo g in o f   h is   B r i t i s h   m id d le -c la s s   m in d ,  th a t  m o r a lity ,   d e c e n c y , 
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th e   w e ll- b e in g   o f   o u r   ra ce   d e p o n d e d   a b s o lu te ly   u p o n   th e r e lig io u s   lif e ,   a n d   t h a t   th o   r e lig io u s   li f e   d o p e n d o d   a b s o lu t e l y   u p o n   i m p l i c i t   a cc e p ta n c e   o f   th o   B ib lo   s to r y   as ho   h im s e lf  iu to r p r o te d   i t :— a n d   w a s   h o   g o in g   n o w   to t u r n   b a c k   u p o n   th o   c re e d   o f   a  lif e t im e ,   m e re ly   because h o   fo u n d   th o   fa c ts   o f   th o   w o r ld   h a d   g o n e   a g a in s t  h im ? 

N e v e r,  n e v e r,  n e v e r ! 

N o b ly   c o n s is te n t  in   h is   w a y , 

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   a d m itte d   h im s e lf   f a ir ly   b o a te n . 

T h o  

b o o k   o f   n a tu r o   a n d   th o   b o o k   o f   G o d ,  c o n t r a r y   to   a ll  be-lio f,  w o re   p la in ly   a t  v a ria n c e . 

T h e r e    was  no   G o d ;  th e re  

teas  n o   I m m o r t a l  S o u l:  in f i d e l i t y   a n d   v ic e   h a d   t h in g s   a ll t h e ir   o w n  w a y :  ouo  m o ra l  s lio u o   c le a r fro m  t h a t  e v e n in g ’ s b ad  w o r k — L o t   us  e a t  a n d   d r in k ,   f o r   to - m o r ro w   w o   d io   ! 

L e t   u s  w a llo w ,  i f   w e   w o u ld   be  lo g ic a l,  i n   th o   fo u l  s ty   o f lic e n tio u s n e s s ! 

l i e   h a d   p re a c h e d   i t   so  lo n g ,  ho   h a d   re ite r a te d   i t   so o fte n ,  t h a t   ho   f ir m ly   b e lie v e d   i t   h im s e lf. 

I f   o n ly   th o  

w o r ld   k n e w   w h a t   ho  c a r rie d   in   h is   b a g ,  th o   w o r ld   w o u ld i n   t w e n t y - f o u r   h o u rs   fro m   t h a t   t im e   be   a  s e e th in g   mass o f  s in   li k e   S od o m   a n d   G o m o rra h . 

W i t h   s u c h   th o u g h ts   s u r g in g   f ie r c e ly   in   h is   fe v e ris h b r a in ,  ho   re a c h e d   h is   h o m e   a t   la s t,  le t   h im s e lf   in   w it h h is   la tc h - k e y ,  a n d   d e p o s ite d   th e   sa c k   in   h is   o w n   s tu d y . 

I t   w a s   th re e   in   th o   m o r n in g ,  a n d   h o   w a s  w o t   to   th e   s k in . 

B u t  th e  in t e r n a l  h e a t  o f a  g r o a t  d is illu s io n   k e p t  h im   fie r y h o t  in   s p ite  o f i t .   M o s t  m e n   w o u ld   h a v e   g r o w n   c o ld  w it h i t :  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   w o n t  fe v e ris h . 

H e   to o k   o u t   th o  

b on es  a n d   e x a m in e d   th e m   o ne  b y   one . 

T h a t   s k u ll— oh, 

h o w   h o r r ib le   !  h o w  lo a th s o m e   !  h o w  d is g u s t in g !  H u m a n , h u m a n   ;  v a g u e ly ,  p r o p h e t ic a lly   h u m a n :  ro o m   f o r   la rg e h e m is p h e re s   in   i t ,   a  t h i n k in g   b r a i n ;  b u t   w h a t   a   lo w b ro w e d   s c o w l,  w h a t   h u g e   b o n y   rid g e s   o v e r  th o   d e e p-se t eyes, w h a t  a m a s s iv e   lo w e r  ja w ,   w h a t   s a v a g e   a n d   s n a r lin g c a n in e s ! 

T h o   c re a tu re   t h a t   o w n e d   t h a t   h e a d -p ie ce   w as a  m a n   in   in t e llig e n c e — o f  th e   lo w e s t  a n d   m o s t  d e g ra d e d D ig g e r   I n d ia n   t y p e — b u t   a  b r u te   in   m o r a l  sense,  in
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fie n d is h   c r u o lty ,  in   fie rc e   f ig h t in g   in s tin c ts ,  in   u n g o v e r n a b le  p assions.  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   re c o n s tr u c te d   th e   fe llo w m e n t a lly   fo r   h im s e lf a t  a  s in g lo   g la n c e — a  p e e rin g , s c o w lin g ,   h a ir y - b r o w e d ,  h e a v y -ja w e d ,  s h a m b lin g ,  s c u r r y in g , lo n g - lim b e d   sa va g o  —  a  b u lly   a ll  fis ts   a n d   tu s k s   a n d b r u t a l  b a ttle s   w i t h   h is   k in d — a  t r a n s m it t e r   o f   th e   ape in t o   th o   v e in s   o f   w h a t   w o   h a d   f o n d ly   h oped  w a s  r a t h e r th e   a rc h a n g e l  r u in e d . 

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   h id   h is  face  in  h is   h a n d s , n o t s o b b in g , b u t   m u te   a n d   h o r r o r - s tr u c k . 

T h o n   h o   w a s  a n   apo  h im s e lf,  a n d   i f   ho  d id   as  ho   o u g h t  to   do   on   h is   o w n   fre q u e n t s h o w in g ,  he   s h o u ld   go   s t r a ig h t   u p s ta irs ,  g a rd e n   h a tc h e t in   h a n d ,  a n d   d ash  o u t  th o  b ra in s   o f  M a r y  a n d   th e  c h ild re n . 

M u s t  he  s t u l t i f y   h im s e lf   b e fo re   th e   faces  o f   th o   C h r is tia n Y o u n g   M e n ?   M u s t  ho   g o   b a c k   on   h is   o w n   o ft-re p e a te d p h ilo s o p h y  ? 

S lo w ly   h o   rose,  a fte r   a  lo n g   pause  f o r   t h o u g h t ,   a n d lig h t e d   a  h u g e   fir e   in   th e   s tu d y   g ra to . 

H is   m in d   w a s 

m a d o   u p   n o w .  H o   k n e w   ju s t   w h a t   to   do. 

D u t y   sho ne  

c le a r  us  a  la m p   b e fo re   h im . 

I t   w a s   d e s tr o y in g   th o  

E v id o n c o ,  to   bo  sure.  W e ll,   n e v e r  m in d   fo r   t h a t !  T h e re was  n o   G o d . 

T h e r e    teas  n o   I m m o r t a l  S o u l. 

B u t   H e a v e n  

f o r b id   th o   w o r ld   s h o u ld   e v e r  f in d   i t   o u t  th r o u g h   h im . 

T h o   w o rd s   o f   H o ly   S c r ip tu r e   r a n g   s t i l l   in   h is   e a rs— th o w o rd s   o f   t h a t   d iv in e ,   t h a t   d e lu s iv e   B o o k   o n   w h ic h   ho h a d   p in n e d   h is   lif e - lo n g   f a it h   i n   v a in — “  I t   w e re   b e t t e r f o r   t h a t   m a n   t h a t   a  m ills to n e   w e re   fa s te n e d   ro u n d   h is n e c k   a n d   h o   w e re   ca st  i n t o   th o   sea.” 

L e t   th o   u n iv e rs e  

r o l l   o n   d o w n   it s   g o d le ss  c o u rs e ;  le t   f o r tu ito u s   a to m s   c la s h a n d   c la n g   fo r   e v e r  in   u n h o ly   s t r if e   ;  b u t   h o   a t   le a s t, R ic h a r d   H a w k in s ,  w o u ld   be  g u iltle s s   o f  d is c lo s in g   th e lo a th s o m e   s e c re t. 

N o t  o n    liis  h e a d   w o u ld   th o   b lo o d   o f 

h u m a n it y   re s t.  H o   w o u ld   save   s o c ie ty   s t i l l   fro m   th o d e m o n   o f  A th e is m . 

T h e re    was  n o   G od  :  b u t   w h a t  o f   t h a t  ?  w h a t  o f  t h a t  ? 

T h o  w o r ld , th e  w o r ld   c o u ld   n e v e r  g e t  a lo n g   w it h o u t   H im . 
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W e   m u s t  b e lie v e   i n   H im   s t i l l ,   e ve n   th o u g h   H e   bo  n o t. 

W h y ,   ho  h im s e lf,  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s , m o  s o lit a r y  m a n , w a s l o f t   w h o lly   ru d d e rle s s   b e fo re   th e   b la s t  b y   t h a t   a c c id e n ta l d is c o v e ry . 

A n d   h o w   c o u ld   th e   w h o le   ra ce   s u r v iv e   th e  

d is illu s io n  ?  S h o u ld   he   l e t   loose  ra p in e   a n d   u n c le a n n e s s a n d   m assacre u p o n   th e  e a rth , to   g o   a b o u t  lik e  r a g in g  lio n s , s e e k in g   w h o m   th e y   m ig h t   d e v o u r,  b y   t o l l i n g   th e   h id e o u s t r u t h   to   babes  a n d   s u c k lin g s ?   P e ris h   th e   t h o u g h t ! 

F a r  

so o n e r  th a n   th a t,  h o   w o u ld   go   d o w n   q u ic k   i n t o   th e   p i t h im s e lf,  a n d   lo t   th e   c o n s cio u s   e a r th   close   o v e r  h im   in s ile n c e . 

O n e  b y   o ne, he  t h r u s t  th e  d r y  b on es o f  th e  o n ly  s p e c im e n o f   P lio c e n o   m a n   i n t o   th o   fire ,  re m o rs e le s s ly . 

H o   s tir r e d  

th e m   w i t h   th e   p o k e r,  lik e   th o   d e v ils   in   som e  m o d im v a l I t a lia n   h e ll. 

H e   w a tc h e d   th e m   c ru m b le .  H o   g lo a te d  

o v e r  t h e ir   d e s tru c tio n . 

T h o s e   a th e is tic a l  fo s s ils ,  d o u b ly  

d a m n e d , h a d   d e s tro y e d   h is   peace o f  m in d ,  a n d   w o u ld   h a v e d e s tro y e d   th o   w o r ld ’ s,  b u t   f o r   h is   o w n   a c tiv e   a n d   p r o m p t in te r v e n tio n . 

I n   t h a t   b u r n in g  f ie r y   fu rn a c e , h e a te d   seven 

tim e s   h o t,  t h e y   m o u ld e re d   a w a y   to   ashes. 

A s   th o   la s t 

o f   th e m   d is a p p e a re d ,  ho   d r e w   a  d e e p   b re a th . 

R e lig io n  

w a s  s a v e d ! 

T h e   B ib le   m ig h t   s t i l l   bo  a c c o u n te d   tr u e . 

I n f i d e l i t y   c o u ld n ’t   s ta lk   t r iu m p h a n t   th r o u g h   th e   la n d . 

O u r  w iv e s   a n d   d a u g h te rs   m ig h t   y e t   liv e   p u re   a n d   good. 

H e   h a d   d e s e rve d   w e ll  o f   th e   S tate . 

H o   h a d   re s cu e d  

h u m a n ity . 

I t   w a s  a l l   a  v a s t  L ie ,   a  t r iu m p h   o f   p r ie s t - c r a f t .   B u t th e y   w o u ld   b e lie v e   i t   s t ill. 

T h e y   w o u ld n ’t   s ta n d   o u t  in  

th o   d a rk   a n d   c o ld   as  he   d id . 

D a r k   !  w h y ,   th o   u n iv e r s e  

r o lle d   b la c k   as  p it c h   b e fo ro   h im  ! 

C o ld   !  w h y ,   n o t   a  r a y  

o f  s u n s h in e   fro m   h e a v e n   c am e   to   w a r m   u p   a n y w h e r e   it s c h i l l y   e xp a n se .  l i e   s h u d d e re d   to   re a liz e   i t . 

T h e re    was 

n o   O o d ;  a n d   th o   w o r ld   w a s   a  v ile   c o c k -p it  o f   j a r r i n g e le m e n ts . 

W e ll,   w e l l ;  h e   h a d   d o n e   h is  d u t y   to   h is   k in d ,   a n d   a fte r th a t  he   c o u ld   go. 

“  L o rd ,  n o w   le tte s t  T h o u   T h y   s e rv a n t
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d e p a r t  in   peace.”   A la   m o, th e   ir o n y   o f   i t ! 

I l i s   e ye s   h a d  

b e h e ld ,  n o t  s a lv a tio n ,  b u t   th o   d o w n f a ll  o f   a ll  h o p e ,  a ll f a ith ,  a ll   c h a r it y . 

P r o fo u n d ly   r e lig io u s   to   th o   core,  as  ho 

u n d e rs to o d   r e lig io n ,  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   c o u ld n ’ t   c o n s e n t  to liv e   a n y   lo n g e r  in   a  g od less  a n d   p o llu te d   w o r ld .  H e   h a d fo u n d   i t   a ll  o u t. 

H e n c e fo r th   i t   w a s   n o   f i t   h o m o   f o r   h im . 

B o r n   a n   h e ir   o f   th e   K in g d o m ,  ho   c o u ld n ’ t   e n d u re   to a b ju re   h is   b i r t h r i g h t   a n d   d w e ll  n o w   f o r   a  b r ie f   space  in th e   te n ts   o f i n i q u it y . 

B u t   h e   h a d   one  m o re   d u t y   to   p e r fo r m   b e fo re   he   w e n t h e n ce . 

T h o   c o b b le r  !  J o b   W h it t in g h a m   1  F o r  d u t y   w as s t i l l  th o   p o le -s ta r o f t h a t  w re c k e d   a n d   s in k in g  b a rk . 

L ik e  

a n   h o n e s t  m a n   t h a t   h o   w a s ,  a n d   a  s in c e ro   C h r is tia n . 

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   m u s t  a llo w   w h e n   h e   w a s   f a i r l y   b e a te n . 

A s   soon  as  d a y   b ro k e ,  h o   rose  o nce   m o ro   fr o m   h is   c h a ir, le t   h im s e lf  s ile n t ly   o u t,  a n d   w a lk e d   a lo n g   th e   c o ld   g re y s tre e ts   to   th e   c o b b le r’s  d o o rs te p . 

T h e re ,  ho   k n o c k e d   a n d   w a ite d . 

T h e   c o b b le r,  h a lf-  

dressed ,  le i  h im   in , a n d   y a w n e d .  R ic h a r d   H a w k in s ’s face w a s  as  w h it e   as  a  s h e e t.  “  G o o d   L o r d ,  s ir ,   w lm t ’s  th e m a tt e r ? ”   th e   c o b b le r  a sk e d ,  h a l f  t e r r ifie d . 

“  M a tt e r   e n o u g h ,”   R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   a n s w e re d   in   a h o llo w   vo ic e ,  s in k in g   h e a v ily   in t o   a  sea t. 

H is   c o a t  w as 

s t i l l   d a m p , a n d   h is   eyes  w e re   h a g g a rd .  “ W h it t in g h a m ,   I a rg u e d   a g a in s t  y o u   th e   o th e r  d a y   a t  m y   le c tu re , t h a t   m a n c o u ld n ’ t   p o s s ib ly   be  descended  fro m   a n   a p o -lik o   a n c e s to r. 

W e ll,  s in c e   th e n ,  I ’v e   h a d   p o s itiv e   p r o o f   t h a t ’s  n o t  th e t r u t h . 

M a n    is  d escen de d   a fte r   a l l   fro m   a  m o n k e y — a h id e o u s ,  g r in n in g ,   le e r in g ,  h o r r ib le   m o n k e y . 

I   k n o w   it. 

I ’ ve  seen  it . 

W i t h   m y   o w n   v e r y   e ye s  I ’ ve  fo u n d   i t   a ll 

o u t.  .  .  .  Y o u   w e re   r ig h t .   . . .   I   w a s   w r o n g .  . . .   A s a C h r is t ia n   m a n ,  I ’ ve  c om e   to - d a y   to   a c k n o w le d g e   i t . ” 

T h e   c o b b le r  s ta re d   h a r d   a t   h im . 

W a s   D r .   ’A w k in s  

m a d  ?  “   W y ,  w o t ’s  m a de  y c r  c h a n g e   y c r   m in d  ? ”   ho  asked a t  la s t,  m u c h   w o n d e rin g . 

“ N o   m a tt e r , ”   R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   lip s
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lik e   d e a th . 

“  I ’ve  h a d   re a so n   to   c h a n g e . 

T h a t ’s  e n o u g h  

fo r  u s  tw o .  W h it t in g h a r a ,   t h is  m o r n in g  I  s ta n d   b e fo re  y o u , a n   a th e is t  lik o   y o u rs e lf. 

B u t   n o t   a  c o n te n te d   one .  I  

c a n ’t  liv o  so,  f o r  lo n g . 

I t ’s im p o s s ib le , u n h u m a n . 

I  k n o w  

n o w   th e re ’s  n o   G o d . 

T o - n ig h t   in   th e   lo n g   w a tc h e s   I ’ ve 

fo u n d   G o d   o u t. 

B u t   I   c a n ’ t   d o   w it h o u t   H im .   F o r   in  

I l i m ,   as  th e   a p o s tle   t r u l y   says,  w o  liv e  a n d   m o v e  a n d   h a v e o u r   b e in g .” 

T h e   c o b b le r  s ta re d   s t i l l  

h a rd e r. 

W h a t   s tra n g e  

m ix t u r e   o f  f a it h   a n d   u n b e lie f  w a s   th is ?   H is   w o r k in g m a n   m in d   c o u ld n ’ t   fa th o m   i t   a t  a ll. 

T h e   d e s p a ir  o f   a 

w re c k e d   s y s te m   w a s   to o   deep  fo r  h is   p lu m m e t  to   s o u n d . 

“ I   d o n ’ t   see  w h a t  y o u ’ re   a - d r iv in ’  a t, ”   h e   b lu r t e d   o u t b lu n t l y . 

lt ic h a r d   H a w k in s   d r e w   h is   h a n d   a cross  h is   b r o w   lik o o ne  s tu n n e d . 

“ I   d a re   say  n o t,  m y   fr ie n d , ”   h e   a n s w e re d , 

in   th e   v o ic e   o f  a  m a n   w h o   s p e a k s   in   a  d re a m . 

“ I   d a re  

s a y   n o t. 

B u t   I   m e a n   i t   f u r   a ll   t h a t . 

I   m e a n   i t ,   e v e ry  

w o r d   o f   i t . 

I   c o u ld n ’ t   b e a r  to   d ie   w it h o u t   c o m in g   to  

a c k n o w le d g e   m y  c h a n g e  o f  v ie w  to  y o u .  I   fe e l  I  w ro n g e d y o u .  A n d   I   o u g h t  to   h a v e   re c a n te d   as  o p e n ly   as  I   s p o k e . 

1  o u g h t  to   h a v e   m a d e   y o u   a   p u b lic   r e s tit u tio n . 

I f   I  

w r o n g   a n y   m a n   in   o u g h t,  I   w o u ld   w is h ,  lik o   Zaccliceus, to   re p a y   h im   tw o fo ld . 

B u t   I   c a n ’t, I   c a n ’ t. 

F o r   th e   sake 

o f  a  g r o p in g   w o r ld ,  o f   a ll   th o s e   g o o d   in n o c e n t  C h r is tia n sou ls  w h o   s t i l l   b e lie v e ,  as  I   d id ,   I   h a v e n ’ t   th e   h e a rt  to   do i t . 

I   h a v e n ’t   th e   h e a r t  to   d is illu s io n   th e m . 

A n d   I   ask 

y o u   y e t  one  t h in g ,   m y   fr ie n d . 

F o r   G o d ’s  s a k e — th o u g h  

th e ro    is  n o  G o d — b u t,  th e re  !  o n e  says  i t  in s t in c t iv e ly — fo r G o d ’s  sake,  s p e a k   n o t  a  w o r d   o f   t h is   e p is o d e   to   a n y b o d y . 

W h it t in g lia m ,   y o u   d o n ’ t   k n o w   w h a t   i t   costs  m e   to   m a k o s u c h   a  c o n fe s s io n — to   d e n y   m y   G o d   :  to   p ro c la im   m y s e lf a n   a th e is t. 

L o c k   i t  u p  in  y o u r  o w n   s o u l ! 

S a y  no  s y lla b le  

to   a n y  o n e .” 

T h e   c o b b le r,  s c r e w in g   u p   h is   s m a ll  face ,  a n d   p e e rin g e a g e rly   o u t   a t  h im ,  to o k   in   b y   d eg re es  th e   f a c t   t h a t   h is
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v is it o r ’s  h e a rt  w a s s tir r e d   to   th e   p ro fo u n d e s t  d e p th s ,— a n d h a d   p i t y   u p o n   h im . 

“  I   w i l l   s a y   n o t   a  w o r d ,  s ir , ”   ho 

a n s w o ro d ,  a ft e r   a  m o m e n t’ s  h e s ita tio n . 

R ic h a r d   H a w k in s   g ra s p e d   h is   h a n d ,  rose  in   s o le m n s ile n c e ,  a n d   s ta g g e re d   o u t   once  'm o re . 

A t   th e   d o o r  ho 

p a u se d   a g a in . 

“ N o   G o d !  N o   G o d ! ”   ho   c rie d ,  n o d d in g  

h is   head  tw ic e   o r  t h r ic e   a n d   h a l f   t u r n i n g   a  second  tim e to   th e   a s to n is h e d   c o b b le r. 

T h e n   ho   w e n t  o u t  in to   th e  

s tre e t, h is  h a t  in  h is  h a n d , a n d  w a lk e d  h u r r ie d ly  h o m o w a rd . 

A f t e r  a ll,  w h y   d e b a te  ? 

A l l   w a s   w e ll  a t   h om o . 

M a r y   w a s  

p ro v id e d   f o r :  th e   c h ild r e n   w o u ld n ’ t   w a n t.  O f   w h a t  use w a s  ho  n o w  in   th e  w o r ld — t h a t  g o d le s s  w o r ld ?   l i e  c o u ld n ’ t b e a r  th e  w e ig h t  o f  s u ch   a s e c re t  f o r   y e a rs   a n d   y e a rs .  A n y d a y   lie   m ig h t   b la b . 

A n d   te n   d ro p s   o f   P ru s s ic   a c id   w o u ld  

e n d   a ll   so  e a s ily  ! 

I n   h is   o w n   s tu d y ,  he   k n e lt   d o w n   a n d   p ra y e d   e a rn e s tly , f e r v e n t ly ,   to   th e   G o d   t h a t   n o v o r  w a s ,  t h a t   n e v e r  h a d b ee n.  Y o u  c a n ’ t  c o n q u e r  in  a d a y   th o   h a b its  o f  a  lif e t im e . 

T h e n   he  u n lo c k e d   h is   m e d ic in e   c h e s t,  a n d   to o k   fro m   i t   a p h ia l. 

T h o  j u r y  b r o u g h t  i t   in   “  te m p o r a r y  in s a n it y , ”   o f  c o u rs e . 

P e o p le   s a id ,  m u c h   le a r n in g   h a d   m a de   h im   m a d ,  lik e   P a u l. 

H e   h a d   w o rk e d   to o   h a rd   a t  once  a t  scie n ce   a n d   h is   p ro fession. 
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A   D E T E C T I V E   S T O R Y . 

I . 

l ’mtsis  R e m a s e t   w a s   a n   A m e ric a n   h e ire s s. 

A s   s lie  j u s t l y  

re m a rk e d ,  t h is   w a s   a   c o m m o n p la c o   p ro fe s s io n   f u r   a  y o u n g w o m a n   n o w a d a y s ;  f o r   a lm o s t  e v e ry b o d y   o f  la te   y e a rs   has bee n   a n   A m e ric a n   a n d   a n   h e ire s s . 

A   p o o r  C a lifo r n ia n , 

in d e e d ,  w o u ld   he  a  c h a r m in g   n o v e lt y   i n   L o n d o n   s o c ie ty . 

B u t   L o n d o n   s o c ie ty ,  so  fa r,  h a s h a d   to   go  w it h o u t   one. 

R e rs is  K e m a n e t w a s   on   h e r  w a y  b a c k   fro m   th e  W ilc o x e s ’ 

b a ll. 

She  w a s   s to p p in g ,  o f  co u rse ,  w i t h   S ir   E v o r a r d   a n d L a d y   M a c lu ro   a t  t h e ir   hou se   a t  H a m p s te a d . 

I   s a y   “  o f  

co u rse   ”   a d v is e d ly  ;   because  i f   y o u   o r  I   g o   to   see  N o w Y o r k ,   w e   h a v e   to   p u t   u p   a t  o u r   o w n   e xp o n so   ( f iv e   d o lla r s a  d a y ,  w it h o u t   w in e   o r  e x tr a s )   a t  th e   W in d s o r   o r  th e F i f t h   A v e n u e ;  b u t   w h e n   th e   p r e t t y   A m e ric a n   com es  to L o n d o n   (a n d   e v e ry   A m e ric a n   g ir l   is    cx   officio  p r e t t y ,   in E u ro p e   a t  le a s t ;   1  sup po se   th e y   k e e p   t h e ir   u g ly   ones  a t h o m o   fo r   d o m e s tic   c o n s u m p tio n )  sho  is   in v a r ia b ly   th e g u e s t  e ith e r   o f   a  d o w a g e r  duchess  o r  o f  a  R o y a l  A c a d e m ic ia n ,  lik e   S ir   E v e r a r d ,  o f  th e  f ir s t   d is tin c tio n .  Y a n k e e s v i s i t   E u ro p e ,  in   fa c t,  to   see,  a m o n g   o th e r  t h in g s ,  o u r   a r t a n d   o u r  o ld   n o b i l i t y ;  a n d   b y   d in t   o f   n a t iv e   p e rs is te n c e t h e y   g e t  in t o   p la c e s   t h a t   y o u   a n d   I   c o u ld   n e v e r  succeed in   p e n e tr a tin g ,  u n le s s   w e   d e v o te d   a ll   th e   e n e rg ie s   o f  a lo n g   a n d   b la m e le s s   l i f e   to   s e c u rin g   a n   in v it a t io n . 
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F e rs is   h a d n ’ t   bee n   to  th e   W ilc o x e s   w i t h   L a d y   M a c lu re , h o w e v e r. 

T h e   M a c lu re s   w e re   to o   r e a lly   g r e a t  to   k n o w s u c h   p e o p le   as  th e  W ilc o x e s , w h o   w e re   s o m e th in g   tre m e n d o u s   i u   th e   C it y ,   b u t   d id n ’t   b u y   p ic t u r e s ;  a n d   A c a d e m ic ia n s ,  y o u   k n o w ,  d o n ’ t   care  to   c u lt iv a t e   C i t y   p e o p le —  

u n le s s   t h e y ’re   c u s to m e rs . 

( “   P a tro n s ,”   th o   A c a d e m ic ia n s  

m o re   u s u a lly   c a ll  th e m   ;  b u t  I   p r e fe r   th o   s im p le   b u s in e s s w o r d   m y s e lf,  as  b e in g   a  d e a l  less  p a tr o n iz in g .) Ho  P e rs is  

h a d   a cc e p te d   a n   i n v i t a t i o n   fr o m   S irs .  D u n c a n   H a r r is o n , th o   w ifo   o f   th o   w e ll- k n o w n   m e m b e r  f o r   th o   H a c k n c s s D iv is io n   o f  E lm o ts liir o ,   to   ta k e   a  s ca t  in   h e r  c a r ria g o   to a n d   fro m   th o   W ilc o x e s . 

M rs .  H a r r is o n   k n e w   th o   h a b its  

a n d   m a n n e rs   o f  A m e ric a n   h eire sse s  to o   w e ll  to   o ffe r  to c h a p e ro n   P e rs is   ;  a n d   in d e e d ,  P e rs is ,  as  a  fre e -b o rn A m e ric a n   c itiz e n ,  w a s   q u it o   as  w e ll  a b lo   to   ta k e   ca re   o f h e rs e lf,  th o   w id e   w o r ld   o v e r,  as  a n y   th re e   o r d in a r y m a r r ie d   E n g lis h w o m e n . 

N o w ,  M r s .  H a r r is o n   h a d   a  b r o th e r ,  a n   I r i s h   b a ro n e t, S ir   J u s t in   O ’ B y rn e ,  la te   o f   th o   E ig h t h   H u s s a rs ,  w h o   h a d b e e n   w i t h   th e m   t o   th o   W ilc o x e s ,  a n d   w h o   a c c o m p a n ie d th e m   h o m o   to  H a m p s te a d   on  th e   b a c k   s e a t o f th o   c a rria g e . 

S ir   J u s t in   w a s  one  o f   th o s e   c h a rm in g ,  in e ffe c tiv e ,  e lu s iv e Ir is h m e n   w h o m   e v e ry b o d y   lik e s   a n d   e v e ry b o d y   d is a p p ro v e s   o f.  11c  h a d   been  e v e ry w h e re ,  a n d   don e   e v e r y t h in g  

— e x c e p t  to   e a rn   a n   h o n e s t  liv e lih o o d .  T h e   t o t a l  absence o f   re n ts   d u r in g   th e   s ix tie s   a n d   s e v e n tie s   h ad  n e v e r  p ro - 

v e n te d   h is   fa th e r ,  o ld   S ir   T e re n c e   O ’ B y rn e ,  w h o   s a t  so lo n g   fo r  C o n n e m a ra   in   th o   u n re fo r m e d   P a r lia m e n t,  fro m s e n d in g   h is   son  J u s t in   in   s ta te   to   E to n ,  a n d   a fte r w a r d s   to a   fa s h io n a b le   c o lle g e   a t  O x fo rd . 

“ H o g a v o   m e  th o   e d u c a tio n   o f   a  g e n tle m a n ,”   S ir   J u s t in   w as  w o n t  r e g r e t f u lly to   o b s e r v e ;  “  b u t   he   o m itte d   to   g iv e   m e  also   th e   in c o m e 10  keep  i t   u p   w ith .” 

N e v e rth e le s s ,  s o c ie ty   f e l t   O ’ B y r n o   w a s   th o   s o r t  o f   m a n w h o   m u s t  be   k e p t  a flo a t  s o m e h o w ;  a n d   i t   k e p t  h im   a flo a t a c c o r d in g ly   in   th o s e   m y s te rio u s   w a y s   t h a t   o n ly   s o c ie ty
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u n d e rs ta n d s ,  a n d   t h a t   y o u   a n d   I ,   w h o   a rc   n o t  s o c ie ty , c o u ld   n e v e r g o t  to   th o   b o tto m   o f  i f   w o   t r ie d   fo r   a  c e n tu r y . 

S ir   J u s tin   h im s e lf  h a d   essayed  P a r lia m e n t,  to o ,  w h e re   h o s a t  f o r   a  w h ile   b o h in d   th o   g re a t  F a r n o ll  w ith o u t   f o r   a m o m e n t  f o r f e it in g   s o c ie ty ’s  re g a rd   e ve n   in   th o s e   e a r lie r d a y s   w h e n   i t   w a s   h o ld   as  a  p rim e   a r tic le   o f  f a it h   b y   th e w o r ld   t h a t   n o   g e n tle m a n   c o u ld   p o s s ib ly   c a ll  h im s e lf   a I lo m o - K u le r . 

’ T w a s   o n ly   one  o f   O ’B y r n e ’ s  w i l d   I r i s h  

t r ic k s ,   s o c ie ty   s a id ,  c o m p la c e n tly ,  w i t h   t h a t   s in g u la r   i n d u lg e n c e   i t  a lw a y s  e x te n d s  to  s p e c ia l  fa v o u rite s ,  a n d   w h ic h is ,  i n   fa c t,  th e   c o r r o la tiv o   o f   t h a t   u n s p a rin g   c r u e lt y   i t s h o w s   in   t u r n   to   th o s o   w h o   h a p p e n   to   o ffe n d   a g a in s t  it s u n w r it t e n   p re c e p ts . 

I f   S ir   J u s t in   h a d   b lo w n   u p   a  C z a r 

o r  tw o   in   a  f i t   o f  p o lit ic a l  c x u b e ra n c o ,  s o c io ty   w o u ld   o n ly h a v e   re g a rd e d   th o   escapade  as  “  o no  o f   O ’B y r n e ’ s  e cce n t r ic it ie s . ” 

l i e   h a d   a lso   h e ld   a  c o m m is s io n   fo r  a  w h ile   in a  c a v a lr y   r e g im e n t,  w h ic h   ho  lo f t ,   i t   w as  u n d e rs to o d , o w in g   to   a  d iffe re n c e   o f  o p in io n   a b o u t  a  la d y   w i t h   th e c o lo n e l;  a n d   he w a s   n o w   a  g c n tlc m a n - a t- la rg o   o n   L o n d o n s o c ie ty ,  sup po sed   b y   th o s e   w h o   k n o w   m o ro   a b o u t  e v e ry one  th a n   o n o   k n o w s   a b o u t  o n e ’s  s e lf,  to   b o   o n   th o   lo o k -o u t f o r   a  n ic e   g i r l   w i t h   a  l i t t l e   m o n e y . 

S ir  J u s t in   h a d   p a id  T c rs is   a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a tte n tio n   t h a t p a r t ic u la r  e v e n in g  ;  in   p o in t o f fa c t,  ho h a d   p a id  h e r a g re a t d e a l o f  a tt e n t io n   fro m   th e   v e r y  f ir s t ,   w h e n e v e r h o  m e t  h e r ; a n d  on   f lic   w a y   h o m o   fro m   th e   d an ce   lie   h a d   k e p t   h is   eyes fix e d   on   P c rs is ’s  face   to   a n   e x te n t  t h a t   w a s   a lm o s t  e m b a rra s s in g . 

T h e   p r e t t y   C a lifo r n ia n   le a n e d   b a c k   in   h e r p la c e   in   th e  c a r ria g e  a n d  s u rv e y e d  h im  la n g u id ly .   She w a s lo o k in g   h e r  le v e l  b e s t  t h a t   n ig h t ,   in   h e r  p a le - p in k   d ress, w i t h   th o   fa m o u s   B c m a n e t  ru b ie s   i n   a  cascade  o f  re d   l i g h t s e t t in g   o ff  t h a t   s n o w y   n e c k   o f  h o rs . 

’ T w a s   a  n e c k   fo r   a 

p a in te r.  S i r   J u s t in   le t   h is   eyes  f a l l   r e g r e t f u lly   m o ro   th a n o n ce   on  th e   g li t t e r i n g   ru b ie s . 

H e   lik e d   a n d   a d m ire d  

P e rs ia ,  o h   !  q u ite   im m e n s e ly . 

Y o u r   s o c ie ty   m a n   w h o   has 

been  th r o u g h   seven  o r  e ig h t   L o n d o n   seasons  c o u ld   h a r d ly
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bo  e x p e c te d   to   g o   q u it e   so  f a r   as  f a llin g   in   lo v e   w i t h   a n y w o m a n ;  h is   h a b it   is   r a t h e r   to   lo o k   a b o u t  h im   c r i t i c a l l y a m o n g   a ll  th o   n ic o   g i l l s   t r o tt e d   o u t  b y   t h e ir   m a m m a s   f o r h is  lo r d ly   in s p e c tio n ,  a n d   to   r e fle c t w i t h   a   f a in t   s m ile   t h a t th is ,  t h a t ,   o r  th o   o th e r   one  m ig h t   p e rh a p s   r e a lly   s u it   h im  

— i f   i t   w e ro   n o t   f o r — a n d   th e re   com es  in   th o   in e v ita b le B u t   o f   a l l   h u m a n   c o m m e n d a tio n . 

S t ill,   S ir   J u s t in   a d m it t e d   w i t h   a  s ig h   to   h im s e lf   t h a t   ho  lik e d   P e rs ia   e v e r  so m u c h   ;  she  w a s   so  fre s h   a n d   o r i g i n a l !  a n d   sho  ta lk e d   so c le v e r ly   ! 

A s   f o r   P e rs ia ,  she  w o u ld   h a v e   g iv e n   h e r  eyes ( l i k e   e v e ry   o th e r  A m e ric a n   g i r l )   to   be  m ado  “   m y   la d y  ”   ; a n d   sho  h a d   seen  no   m a n   y e t,  w i t h   t h a t   a u x ilia r y   t i t l o   in h is   g if t ,   w h o m   sho  lik e d   h a lf   so  w e ll  as  t h is   d e lig h t f u l w i l d   Ir is h m a n . 

A t   th e   M a c lu re s ’ d o o r  th e   c a r ria g e   s to p p e d . 

S ir   J u s t in  

ju m p e d   o u t  a n d   g a v e   h is   h a n d   to   P e rs is. 

Y o u   k n o w   th o  

hou se   w e ll,  o f   c o u rs e ;  S ir   E v e r a r d   M a c lu ro ’s ;   i t ’s  one  o f tho se   la r g o   n e w   a r t is t ic   m a n s io n s ,  in   re d   b r ic k   a n d   o ld o a k ,  o n   th o   to p   o f   th o   h i l l ;  a n d   i t   s ta n d s   a  l i t t l e   w a y b a c k   fro m   th o   ro a d ,  d is c r e e tly   r e tir e d ,  w i t h   a  b ig   w o o d e n p o rc h ,  v e r y   c o n v e n ie n t  f o r   le a v e -ta k in g . 

S ir   J u s t in   ra n  

u p   th e   sto p s  w i t h   P e rs is   to   r i n g   th o   b e ll  f o r   h e r ;   lie   h a d too   m u c h   o f   th o   ir r e p r e s s ib le   I r i s h   b lo o d   in   h is   v e in s   to lo a v o   t h a t   p le a s a n t  ta s k   to   h is   s is te r’s  fo o tm a n . 

P u t   h e  

d id n ’ t   r i n g  i t   a t o n c e ;  a t   th o   r is k  o f k e e p in g  M rs . H a r r is o n w a it in g   o u ts id e   fo r   n o th in g ,  lie   s to p p e d   a n d   ta lk e d   a m in u te   o r  so  w i t h   th o   p r e t t y   A m e ric a n . 

“  Y o u   lo o k e d  

c h a r m in g   t o - n ig h t ,   M is s   R e m a n e t,’ ’  he  sa id ,  as  she  t h r e w b a c k   h e r  l i g h t   o p e ra   w ra p   f o r   a  m o m e n t  in   th o   p o rc h   a n d d is p la y e d  a s in g le  fla s h  o f  t h a t  s n o w y   n e c k   w it h   th e  fa m o u s r u b ie s ;  “  tho se   sto n es  becom o  y o u   so.” 

P e rs is   lo o k e d   a t  h im   a n d   s m ile d .  “  Y o u   t h in k   s o ? ”   she s a id ,  a  l i t t l e   tre m u lo u s ,  f o r   e v e n   y o u r   A m e ric a n   h e ire s s , a ft e r   a ll,   is  a  w o m a n . 

“  W e ll,   I ’m   g la d   y o u   do. 

P u t   i t ’s 

g o o d -b y e  to - n ig h t ,   S ir   A u s t in ,  f o r   I   go  n e x t w e e k  to   P a ris .” 

E v e n   in   th o   g lo o m   o f   th o   p o rc h ,  ju s t   lig h t e d   b y   an o

[image: Image 413]

[image: Image 414]

11)1

 TEE  GREAT  IW DY  ROBBERY. 

a r t is t ic   re d   a n d   b lu e   la n t e r n   i n   w r o u g h t   ir o n ,   she  c o u ld hoc  a   s h a d e   o f  d is a p p o in t m e n t   pass  q u i c k l y  o v e r   h is   h a n d -  

som o  face  as  ho  a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a   l i t t l e   g u lp ,  “ N o !   y o u d o n ’ t   m e an   (h a t? 

O h ,  M is s   R o m a n e t,  I ’m   so  s o r r y ! ” 

T h e n   ho   p a u so d   a n d   d r e w   b a c k   :  “  A n d   y e t   .  .  .  a ft e r a ll , ”   ho  c o n tin u e d ,  “ p e rh a p s --------,”   a n d   tlie r o   h o   c h e c k e d h im s e lf. 

I ’ e rs is   lo o k e d   u p   a t  h im   h a s t ily .   “   Y e t, a fte r   a ll,   w h a t? ” 

she  a sk e d ,  w i t h   e v id e n t  in te re s t. 

T h e   y o u n g   m a n   d r e w   an  a lm o s t  in a u d ib le   s ig h . 

“  Y e t, 

a ft e r   a l l — n o t h in g , ”   he   a n s w e re d ,  e v a s iv e ly . 

“   T h a t   m ig h t   d o   fo r   a n   E n g lis h w o m a n ,”   l ’e rs is   p u t   in , w i t h   A m e ric a n   fra n k n e s s ,  “   b u t   i t   w o n ’ t   d o   f o r   m o. 

Y o n  

m u s t  t e ll  m o   w h a t   y o u   m e a n   b y   i t . ” 

F o r   she  re fle c te d  

s a g e ly   th a t   th e   h a p p in e s s   o f   tw o   liv e s   m ig h t   d o p o n d   u p o n th o s e   tw o   m in u te s   ;  a n d   h o w   fo o lis h   to   t h r o w   a w a y   th e c h a n c e   o f   a  m a n   y o u   r e a lly   lik e   ( w it h   a  m y - la d y s h ip   to b o o t) ,  a ll  f o r   th e   sake  o f  a  p u re   c o n v e n tio n  ! 

S ir   J u s t in   le a n e d   a g a in s t  th e  w o o d w o r k   o f  t h a t  r e t ir in g p o rc h .  She  w as  a  b e a u t if u l  g ir l .   H e   h a d   h o t  I r i s h   b lo o d . 

.  .  .  W e ll,  y e s ;  j u s t   f o r   once— h e   w o u ld   s a y   th e   p la in t r u t h   to   h e r. 

“  M is s  R e m a n e t,”  he   b e g a n ,  le a n in g   fo r w a r d ,  a n d   b r i n g in g   h is   fa ce   close  to   h e rs ,  “ M is s   R e m a n e t— P e rs is — s h a ll I   t e l l   y o u   th e   re a so n   w h y ?   b e c a u s e   I   lik e   y o u   so  m u c h . 

I   a lm o s t  t h i n k   I   lo v e   y o u  !  ” 

P e rs is   f e l t   th e   b lo o d   q u iv e r   i n   h e r  t i n g l i n g   che eks, l l o w   h a n d s o m e   h e   w a s — a n d   a  b a r o n e t ! 

“ A n d   y e t   y o u ’re   n o t  a lto g e th e r   s o r r y ,”   she  s a id ,  r e p r o a c h fu lly ,  “   t h a t   I ’m   g o in g   to   P a r is  !  ” 

“  N o , n o t  a lto g e th e r   s o r r y ,”  h e   a n s w e re d , s t ic k in g   to   i t ; 

“ a n d   I ’l l   t e l l   y o u   w h y ,   to o ,  M is s   R e m a n e t. 

I   lik e   y o u  

v e r y   m u c h ,  a n d   I   t h i n k   y o u   lik e   m e.  F o r   a  w e e k   o r  tw o , I ’ v e   been  s a y in g   to   m y s e lf,  ‘ I   r e a lly   b e lie v e   I    must  a s k h e r   to   m a r r y   m e .’ 

T h e   te m p t a t io n ’s  b ee n   so  s tr o n g   I  

c o u ld   h a r d ly   re s is t  i t . ” 
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•*  A n d   w h y   d o   y o u   w a n t  to   re s is t  i t  ?  ”   P e rs is   a sk e d ,  a ll trc in u lo u s . 

S ir   J u s t in   h e s ita te d   a  s e c o n d ;  th e n   w i t h   a  p e r fe c tly n a t u r a l  a n d   in s tin c tiv e   m o v e m e n t  ( t h o u g h   o n ly   a  g e n tle m a n   w o u ld   h a v e   v e n tu r e d   to   m a k e   i t )   ho   lif t e d   h is   h a n d a n d   j u s t   to u c h e d   w i t h   th e   t ip s   o f   h is   lin g e rs   th e   r u h y p e n d a n ts   o n   h e r   n e c k le t. 

“    T h is  is   w h y , ”   he  a n s w e re d  

s im p ly ,  a n d   w it h   m a n ly   fra n k n e s s . 

“   P ersia,  y o u ’ re   so 

r ic h   ! 

I   n e v e r  d a re   a sk  y o u .” 

“   P e rh a p s   y o u   d o n ’ t   k n o w   w h a t   m y   a n s w e r  w o u ld   he,” 

l ’o rs is   m u rm u ro d   v e r y   lo w ,  ju s t   to   p re s e rv o   h e r   o w n d ig n it y . 

“ O h   yes,  I   t h in k   I   d o ,”   th e   y o u n g   m a n   re p lie d ,  g a z in g d e e p ly   in t o   h e r  d a r k   e yes.  “   I t   is n ’ t   t h a t ;   i f   i t   w o re   o n ly t h a t ,   I   w o u ld n ’ t   so  m u c h   m in d   i t .   B u t   1  t h in k   y o u ’d   ta k e m o.” 

T h e re   w a s   m o is tu re   in   h e r  eye. 

l i e   w e n t  on  m o re  

b o l d l y :  “   I   k n o w   y o u ’d   ta k e   m e,  l ’e rs is ,  a n d   t h a t ’s  w h y   1 

d o n ’ t   a s k   y o u . 

“  Y o u ’re   a  g re a t  d e a l  to o   r ic h ,  a n d    llicsr.  

m a k e   i t   im p o s s ib le .” 

“ S ir  J u s t in , ”   P e rs is  a n s w e re d , re m o v in g  h is   h a n d  g e n tly , b u t  w i t h  th o   m o is tu re   g r o w in g   th ic k e r , f o r   she  r e a lly   lik e d h im ,  “ i t ’s  m o s t  u n k in d   o f   y o u   to   s a y   s o ;  e ith e r   y o u o u g h tn ’ t   to   h a v e   to ld   m o  a t  a ll,   o r  e ls e — i f   y o u   d id --------” 

She  s to p p e d   s h o rt. 

W o m a n ly   sh a m e   o v e rc a m e   h e r. 

T h o   m a n   le a n e d   fo r w a r d   a n d   spo ke   e a rn e s tly . 

“  O h , 

d o n ’t   s a y   t h a t !  ”   h o   c rie d ,  fr o m   h is   h e a rt. 

“  I   c o u ld n ’ t  

b e a r  to   o ffe n d   y o u .  B u t   I   c o u ld n ’ t   b e a r,  e ith e r ,  to   le t   y o u go   a w a y — w e l l — w it h o u t   h a v in g   o v e r  to ld   y o u . 

I n   t h a t  

caso  y o u   m ig h t   h a v e   t h o u g h t   I   d id n ’ t   ca re   a t   a ll  f o r   y o u , a n d   w a s   o n ly   f l i r t i n g   w i t h   y o u .  B u t ,   P e rsis,  I ’v e   e are d   a g re a t  d e a l  f o r   y o u — a  g ro a t,  g re a t  d e a l— a n d   h a d   h a rd w o r k   m a n y   tim e s   to   p r e v e n t  m y s e lf  fro m   a s k in g   y o u . 

A n d   I ’ l l   t o ll  y o u   th o   p la in   re a s o n   w h y   I   h a v e n ’ t   a ske d y o u . 

I ’ m   a  m a n   a b o u t  to w n ,  n o t  m u c h   g o o d ,  I ’ m   a fr a id , f o r   a n y b o d y   o r  a n y t h i n g ;  a n d   e v e ry b o d y   says  I ’ m   o n   th o lo o k - o u t  fo r  an  h e ire s s — w h ic h   h a p p e n s  n o t to  be  t r u e ;  a n d
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i f   I   n iiti r i c i l   y o u ,  o v e r y b o ily ’d   say,  ‘ A l l ,   t h e r e !   I   t o lil  y o u so ! ’ 

N o w ,  I   w o u ld n ’t   m in d   t h a t   f o r   m y s o l f ;  I ’m   a  m a n , a n d   I   c o u ld   sna p   m y   fin g e rs   a t  th e m   ;  b u t   I ’d   m in d   i t   fo r y ou ,   P e rs ia ,  f o r   I ’m   e n o u g h   i n   lo v e   w i t h   y o u   to   h o   v e r y , v e r y  je a lo u s ,  in d o o d ,  f o r   y o u r   h o n o u r. 

I   c o u ld n ’t   b e a r  to  

t h i n k   p c o p lo   s h o u ld   sa y,  ‘ T h e r e ’s  t h a t   p r e t t y   A m e ric a n g ir l ,   P e rs is   R e m a n e t  t h a t   w a s,  y o u   k n o w ;   she’s  th r o w n h e rs e lf a w a y   u p o n   t h a t   g o o d - fo r - n o th in g   Ir is h m a n ,  J u s t in O ’ liy r n c ,   a  r e g u la r   fo r tu n e - h u n te r ,  w h o ’s  m a r r io d   h e r  f o r h e r  m o n e y .’  So  fo r   y o u r   sake ,  P e rs is ,  I ’d   r a t h e r   n o t  a sk y o u ;  I ’d   r a t h e r   -le a v o   y o u   f o r   som e  b e tto r   m a n   to m a r r y . ” 

“  B u t    I   w o u ld n ’ t , ”   P e rs is  c rie d   a lo u d .  “ O h .  S ir   J u s t in , y o u   m u s t  b e lie v o   m o. 

Y o u   m u s t  re m e m b e r--------” 

A t   t h a t   p re c is e   p o in t,  M rs .  H a r r is o n   p u t   h e r  head o u t   o f   th e   c a r ria g e   w in d o w   a n d   c a lle d   o u t  r a th e r lo u d ly —

“ W h y ,   J u s t in ,   w h a t’ s  k e e p in g   y o u ? 

T h e   h o rs e s ’ l l  

c a tc h   t h e i r   d e a th s   o f   c o ld ;  a n d   th e y   w e re   c lip p e d   th is m o rn in g . 

C om o  b a c k   a t   once,  m y   d e a r  b o y . 

B esid es, 

y o u   k n o w ,  les  convenances !  ” 

“   A l l   r ig h t ,   N o ra ,”   h e r  b r o th e r   a n s w e re d   ;  “  I   w o n ’ t   bo a  m in u te . 

W o   c a n ’t   g e t  th e m   to   a n s w e r  t h is   p re c io u s  

b o ll. 

1  b e lie v e   i t   d o n ’ t   r i n g ! 

B u t   I ’l l   t r y   a g a in ,  a n y h o w .” 

A n d   h a l f   f o r g e t tin g   t h a t   h is   o w n   w o r d s   w e re n ’ t s t r i c t l y   tru e ,  fo r   he   h a d n ’ t   y e t   t r ie d ,   ho  p ressed   th e   k n o b w i t h   a   v e n g e a n c e . 

“   I s   t h a t   y o u r   ro o m   w i t h   th e   l i g h t   b u r n in g ,   M is s R e m a n e t? ”   h o   w e n t  o n ,  in   a  f a i r l y   lo u d   o ffic ia l  v o ic e , as  th e   s e r v a n t  c am e   t o   a n s w e r. 

“   T h e   o n e   w i t h   th e  

b a lc o n y ,  I   m e a n ? 

Q u ito   V e n e tia n ,  is n ’ t   i t ?   R e m in d s  

ouo  o f   R o m e o   a n d   J u lie t . 

B u t   m o s t  c o n v e n ie n t  f o r   a 

b u r g la r y ,   t o o ! 

S u c h   n ic o   lo w   r a ils ! 

M in d   y o u   ta k e  

good  ca re   o f   th e   R e m a n e t  ru b ie s  ! ” 

“  I   d o n ’ t   w a n t  to   ta k e   ca re   o f   th e m ,”   P e rs is   a n s w e re d , w ip in g   h e r   d im   e ye s  h a s t ily   w it h   h e r   la ce   p o c k e t-h a n d -

[image: Image 419]

[image: Image 420]

 'M i:  a It HAT  JiUDY  liOlinEllY.  

li>7

k e r c h ie f,  “ i f   t h e y   m a k e   y o u   fo o l  uh  y o u   sa y,  S ir   J u s t in . 

I   d o n ’ t   m in d   i f  th e y   g o. 

L o t   t lio   b u r g la r   ta k o   th o rn  !  ” 

A n d   o v e n   as  sho  s p o k e ,  th o   M a c lu re   fo o tm a n ,  im m u ta b le ,  s p h in x - lik e ,   o pe n e d   th o   d o o r  fo r   h e r. 

i r . 

P e rs is   s a t  lo n g   in   h e r  o w n   ro o m   t h a t   n ig h t   b e fo ro   sho b e g a n   u n d re s s in g .  H e r   lio a d   w a s  f u l l   o f  S ir   J u s t in   a n d these  m y s te rio u s   h in t s   o f  h is .  A t   la s t,  h o w e v e r,  sho  to o k h e r  ru b ie s   o ff,  a n d   h e r  p r e t t y   s i l k   b o d ice . 

“   I   d o n ’ t   c a ro  

fo r   th e m   a t   a ll, ”   sho   th o u g h t ,   w i t h   a  g u lp ,   “   i f   th e y   k e e p fro m   m o  th e   lo v e   o f   th o   m a n   I ’d   lik o   to   m a r r y . ” 

I t   w as  la te   b e fo ro   sho  f o il  a s le e p ;  a n d   w h e n   sho  d id , h e r  re s t  w a s   tr o u b le d . 

S ho   d re a m t  a  g re a t  d e a l  ;  in   h e r  

d re a m s ,  S ir   J u s t in ,   a n d   d a n ce   m u s ic ,  a n d   th o   ru b ie s ,  a n d b u r g la r s   w e ro   in c o n g r u o u s ly   m in g le d . 

T o   m a k e   u p   f o r  

i t ,   sho  s le p t  la to   n e x t  m o r n in g ;   a n d   L a d y   M a e lu ro   le t h e r  slee p   o n ,  t h i n k in g   sho   w a s  p r o b a b ly   w e a rie d   o u t  w i t h m u c h   d a n c in g   th o   p re v io u s   e v e n in g — as  th o u g h   a n y a m o u n t  o f   e x c ite m e n t  c o u ld  

e v e r  w o a ry   a   p r e t t y  

A m e ric a n   ! 

A b o u t   to n   o 'c lo c k   sho  w o k e   w i t h   a  s t a r t . 

A   v a g u e   f e e lin g   o p p re ss e d   h e r  t h a t   s o m e b o d y   h a d   com e in   d u r in g   th e   n ig h t   a n d   s to le n   h e r  ru b ie s . 

She  rose 

h a s t ily   a n d   w e n t  to   h e r   d re s s in g -ta b le   to   lo o k   f o r   th e m . 

T h o   case  w a s   th e re   a ll  r i g h t ;   sho  o p e n e d   i t   a n d   lo o k e d a t  i t .   O h ,  p r o p h e tic   s o u l !  th o   ru b ie s   w e ro   g o n e ,  a n d th e   b o x   w a s   e m p ty  ! 

N o w ,  P e rs is   h a d   h o n e s tly   s a id   th e   n ig h t   b e fo ro   th o b u r g la r   m ig h t   ta k o   h e r  ru b ie s   i f   h o   chose,  a n d   she w o u ld n ’t   m in d   th o   loss o f  th e m .  B u t   t h a t  w a s   la s t  n ig h t , a n d   th e   ru b ie s   h a d n ’ t   th e n   as  y e t   been  ta k e n . 

T h is  

m o r n in g ,  s o m e h o w ,  t h in g s   seem ed  q u it e   d iffe r e n t. 

I t  

w o u ld   bo  ro u g h   o n   us  a ll  (e s p e c ia lly   on   p o lit ic ia n s )   i f   w o m u s t  a lw a y s   be  b o u n d   b y   w h a t  w o   s a id   y e s te rd a y .  P e rs is
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w a s   a n   A m e ric a n ,  a n d   n o   A m o ric a n   is   in s e n s ib le   to   th o c h a rm s   o f  p re c io u s   s to n o s ;  ’ t is   a  s a v a g o   ta s te   w h ic h   th o E u ro p e a n   im m ig r a n ts   seem   to   h a v e   in h e r it e d   o b liq u e ly fr o m   t h e i r   llo d   I n d ia n   prod o co sso rs. 

S he  ru s h e d   o v o r 

t o   th o   b o ll  a n d   r a n g   i t   w i t h   fe m in in e   v io le n c e .  L a d y M a c lu ro ’s  m a id   a n s w o ro d   th o   s u m m o n s ,  as  u s u a l. 

S he  

w a s   a  c lo v e r,  d o m u re -lo o k in g   g ir l ,   t h is   m a id   o f   L a d y M a c lu ro ’s ;  a n d   w h e n   l ’e rs is   c r ie d   to   h e r  w i l d l y ,   “   S end f o r   th o   p o lic e   a t  once,  a n d   t e l l   S ir   E v c r a r d   m y   je w e ls   a re s t o le n ! ”   she  a n s w e re d ,  “ Y e s ,  m is s ,”   w i t h   s u c h   s o b e r a cq u ie s ce n c e   t h a t   l ’ o rs is ,  w h o   w a s   A m e ric a n ,  a n d   th e r e fo re   a  b u n d le   o f   n e rv e s ,  tu r n e d   ro u n d   a n d   s ta re d   a t  h e r as  an   in c o m p r e h e n s ib le   m y s te r y . 

N o   M a h a tm a   c o u ld  

h a v e   b e e n   m o re   u n m o v e d . 

S k o   s eo ine d   q u it e   to   e x p e c t 

th o s e   ru b ie s   w o u ld   be   s to le n ,  a n d   to   ta k e   no   m o re   n o tic o o f  th e   in c id e n t   th a n   i f  P e rs ia   h a d   to ld   h e r  sho  w a n te d   h o t w a te r . 

L a d y   M a c lu ro ,  in d e e d ,  g r e a t ly   p r id e d   h e r s e lf  on   t h is c u lt iv a t e d   i m p e r t u r b a b ilit y   o f   B e r th a ’s ;   sho  re g a rd e d   i t as  th e   fin e  flo w e r   f  E n g lis h  d o m e s tic  s e rvic e . 

B u t   P e rs is  

w a s   A m e ric a n ,  a n d   s a w   t h in g s   o th e r w is e ;  to   h e r,  th e c a lm   re p o s e   w i t h   w h ic h   B e r t h a   a n s w e re d ,  “   Y es,  m is s ; c e r ta in ly ,  m is s ;  I ’ l l   g o   a n d   t e l l   S ir   E v e r a r d ,”   seem ed n o t h in g   s h o r t  o f  e x a s p e ra tin g . 

B e r th a   w e n t  o ff  w i t h   th e   n o w s ,  c lo s in g   th e   d o o r  q u ite s o f t l y ;   a n d   a  fe w   m in u te s   la t e r   L a d y   M a c lu re   h e r s e lf a p p e a re d   in   th e   C a lif o r n ia n ’s  ro o m ,  to   co n so le   h e r  v i s i t o r u n d e r  t h is   se ve re   d o m e s tic   a fflic tio n . 

She  fo u n d   P e rs is  

s i t t i n g   u p   in   b e d ,  in   h e r  p r e t t y   F r e n c h   d re s s in g -ja c k e t ( p a le   b lu e   w it h    re ve rt  o f   fa w n   c o lo u r ),  re a d in g   a  b o o k   o f verse s. 

“  W h y ,   m y   d e a r !  ”   L a d y   M a c lu re   e x c la im e d , 

“   th e n   y o u ’ ve   fo u n d   th e m   a g a in ,  I   sup po se  ?  B e r th a   to ld u s   y o u ’d   lo s t  y o u r   lo v e ly   ru b ie s  ! ” 

“ So  I   h a v e ,  d e a r  L a d y   M a c lu re ,”   P e rs is   a n s w e re d , w ip in g   h e r  e y e s ;  “  t h e y ’ re   g o n e . 

T h e y ’ ve   bee n   s to le n . 

I   fo r g o t  to   lo c k   m y   d o o r  w h e n   I   cam e  hom o  la s t  n ig h t , 
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a n d   th o   w in d o w   w u s   open ;  s o m e b o d y   m u s t  h a v e   com o  in , t h is   w a y   o r  th a t,  a n d   ta k e n   th e m . 

R u t  w h e n e v e r  I ’m   in  

tro u b le ,  I   t r y   a  doso  o f   B r o w n in g , 

l i e ’s  s p le n d id   fo r  th o  

n e rv e s . 

H e ’s  so  c o n s o lin g ,  y o u   k n o w ;   h o   b r in g s   one  to a n c h o r.” 

Who  b re a k fa s te d   in   b e d ;  sho  w o u ld n ’ t   le a v e   th o   ro o m , sho  d e c la re d ,  t i l l   th o   p o lic e   a r r iv e d .  A f t e r   b re a k fa s t  sho rose  a n d   p u t   on  h e r  d a in t y   P a r is ia n   m o r n in g   w r a p —  

A m e ric a n s   h a v e   a lw a y s   s u c h   p r e t t y   b e d ro o m   t h in g s   fo r th e s e   in fo r m a l  re c e p tio n s — a n d   s a t  u p   in   s ta te   to   a w a it th e   p o lic e   o ffic e r. 

S ir   E v o r a r d   h im s e lf,  m u c h   d is tu rb e d  

t h a t   s u ch   a  m is h a p   s h o u ld   h a v o   h a p p e n e d   in   h is   hou se , w e n t  ro u n d   in   p e rs o n   to   fe tc h   th e   o ffic ia l. 

W h ile   ho   w as 

g on e,  L a d y   M a c lu re   m ade  a  th o r o u g h   s e a rc h   o f   th o   ro o m , b u t   c o u ld n ’ t   fin d   a   tra c e   o f   th o   m is s in g   ru b ie s . 

“   A r e   y o u   s u re   y o u   p u t   th e m   i n   th e   case,  d e a r ? ”   sho a ske d,  fo r  th e   h o n o u r  o f  th o   h o u s e h o ld . 

A n d   P e rs is   a n s w e re d  :  “  Q u ite   c o n fid e n t,  L a d y   M a c lu re   ; I   a lw a y s   p u t   th e m   th c r o   th e   m o m e n t  I   ta k o   th e m   o f f ; a n d   w h e n   I   cam o  to   lo o k   f o r   th e m   th is   m o r n in g ,  th o   case w a s   e m p ty .” 

“   T h e y   w e re    very  v a lu a b le ,  I   b e lie v e ? ”   L a d y   A la e lu ro s a id ,  in q u i r i n g l y . 

“   S ix   th o u s a n d   p o u n d s   w a s   th e   fig u r e   in   y o u r   m o n e y , I   g ue ss,”   P e rs is   a n s w e re d ,  r u e f u lly .   “   I   d o n ’ t   k n o w   i f y o n   c a ll  t h a t   a  lo t   o f   m o n e y   in   E n g la n d ,  b u t   w e   d o   in A m e ric a .” 

T h e r e   w a s   a  m o m e n t’s  pause,  a n d   th e n   P e rs is   s p o k e a g a in —

“ L a d y   M a c lu re ,”   she  s a id   a b r u p t ly ,   “ d o   y o u   c o n s id e r t h a t   m a id   o f  y o u rs   a  C h r is tia n   w o m a n  ? ” 

L a d y   M a c lu re   w as  s ta r tle d . 

T h a t   w as  h a r d ly   th e  

l i g h t   i n   w h ic h   she   w a s  a c c u s to m e d   to   re g a rd   th e   lo w e r classes. 

“   W e ll,   I   d o n ’ t   k n o w   a b o u t  t h a t , ”   sh e   s a id   s lo w ly   ; 

“   t h a t ’s  a  g re a t  d e a l,  y o u   k n o w ,  d e a r,  to   a s s e rt  a b o u t
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 anybody,   e s p e c ia lly   o n e ’ s  m a id . 

B u t   I   s h o u ld   t h i n k   she 

■was  h o n e s t,  q u it e   d e c id e d ly   h o n e s t.” 

“ W e ll,   t h a t ’s  th e   sam e  t h in g ,   a b o u t,  is n ’ t   i t ? ”   P e rs is a n s w e re d ,  m u c h   re lie v e d . 

“ I ’m   g la d   y o u   t h in k   t h a t ’s 

s o ;  f o r   I   w a s   a lm o s t  h a l f   a fr a id   o f   h e r. 

S h e ’s  to o   q u ie t 

f o r   m y   ta s te ,  s o m e h o w ;  so  s ile n t,  y o u   k n o w ,  a n d   i n s c ru ta b le .” 

“ O h ,  m y   d e a r,”   h e r  hostess  c rie d ,  “ d o n ’ t   b la m e   h e r f o r   s ile n c e ;  t h a t ’s ju s t   w h a t  I   lik e   a b o u t  h e r.  I t ’s  e x a c tly w h a t  I   chose  h e r   fo r . 

S u c h   a  n ic e ,  n o is e le ss   g i r l ;  m o ve s 

a b o u t  th e   ro o m   lik o   a  c a t  o n   t i p t o e ;  k n o w s   h e r  p ro p e r p la ce,  a n d   n e v e r  d re a m s   o f   s p e a k in g   u n le ss   she ’s  s p o k e n to .” 

“  W e ll,   y o u   m a y   lik o   th e m   t h a t   w a y   in   E u ro p e ,”   P ersia re s p o n d e d   f r a n k l y ;  “  b u t  in   A m e ric a ,  we  p r e fe r   th e m   a l i t t l e   b i t   h u m a n .” 

T w e n t y   m in u te s   la t e r   th e   p o lic e   o ffic e r  a r r iv e d , l i e  

w a s n ’t   i n   u n ifo r m . 

T h e   in s p e c to r,  f e e lin g   a t  once  th e  

g r a v i t y   o f   th o   case,  a n d   r e c o g n iz in g   t h a t   t h is   w a s   a  B ig T h in g ,  in   w h ic h   th e re   w a s   g lo r y   to   b e   w o n ,  a n d   p e rh a p s p ro m o tio n ,  s e n t  a  d e te c tiv e   a t   once,  a n d   a d v is e d   t h a t   i f p o s s ib le   n o t h in g   s h o u ld   be  s a id   to   th o   h o u s e h o ld   o n   th o s u b je c t  f o r   th e   p re s e n t,  t i l l   th e   d e te c tiv e   h a d   ta k e n   a g o o d   lo o k   ro u n d   th e   p re m is e s . 

T h a t   w a s   useless,  S ir  

E v e r a r d   fe a re d ,  f o r   th o   la d y ’s -m a id   k n e w  ;  a n d   th e   la d y ’s-m a id   w o u ld   be  s u re   to   go   d o w n ,  a ll   a g o g   w i t h   th e   n e w s, to   th e   s e rv a n ts ’  h a ll  im m e d ia te ly . 

H o w e v e r,  t h e y   m ig h t  

t r y ;   n o   h a rm   in   t r y i n g ;   a n d   th e   so o n e r  th o   d e te c tiv e   g o t ro u n d   to   th e   h o u se ,  o f  co u rs e ,  th e   b e tte r. 

T h e   d e te c tiv e   a c c o m p a n ie d   h im   b a c k — a  k e e n -fa c e d , clo s e -s h a ve n , ir r e p r o a c h a b le - lo o k in g  m a n ,lik e  a v u lg a r iz e d c o p y   o f  M r .  J o h n   M o rle y .  H o  w a s  c u r t  a n d   b n s in e .  > lik e . 

H is   f ir s t   q u e s tio n   w as,  “  H a v e   th e   s e rv a n ts   bee n   t o ld   o f t h is ?  ” 

L a d y   M a c lu re   lo o k e d   i n q u i r i n g l y   across  a t  B e rth a . 

She  h e r s e lf  h a d   been  s i t t i n g   a ll  th e   tim e   w i t h   th o   be-

[image: Image 427]

[image: Image 428]

 THE  Git EAT  RUBY  ROBBERY. 

201

re a v e d   P e rs ia ,  to   con sole   h e r  ( w i t h   B r o w n in g )   n n d r  :  th is h e a v y   a fflic tio n . 

“   N o , ra y   la d y ,”  B e r th a   a n s w e re d ,  e v e r  c a lm   ( in v a lu a b le s e rv a n t,  B e r t h a ! ) ,  “ I   d id n ’ t   m e n tio n   i t   to  a n y b o d y   d o w n s ta irs   on   p u rp o s e ,  t h in k in g   p e rh a p s   i t   m ig h t   b o   d e c id e d to   s e a rc h   th e   s e rv a n ts ’  b o x e s .” 

T h e   d e te c tiv e   p r ic k e d   u p   h is   ears. 

l i e   w a s   e n g a g e d  

a lr e a d y   i n   g la n c in g   c a s u a lly   ro u n d   th e   ro o m . 

l i e   m o v e d  

a b o u t  i t   n o w ,  lik e   a  c o n ju re r,  w i t h   q u ie t  ste p s  a n d   s lo w . 

“  l i e   d oe sn ’ t   g e t  o n   o n e ’s  n e rv e s ,”   F e rs is   re m a rk e d a p p r o v in g ly ,   in   a n   u n d e rto n e   to   h e r   f r ie n d   ;  th e n   she a d d e d ,  a lo u d   :  “   W h a t ’s  y o u r   n am e ,  p lease,  M r .   O ffic e r ? ” 

T h e   d e te c tiv e   w a s   l i f t i n g   a  lace   h a n d k e r c h ie f  o n   th e d re s s in g -ta b le   a t   th e   side. 

H e   tu r n e d   ro u n d   s o ftly . 

“ G r e g o r y ,  m a d a m ,”   h e   a n s w e re d ,  h a r d ly   g la n c in g   a t  th e g ir l ,   and g o in g   o n   w i t h   h is   o c c u p a tio n . 

“  T h e   sam e  as  th e   p o w d e r s !  ”   T e rs is   in te rp o s e d ,  w i t h a  s h u d d e r. 

“  I   u se d   to   ta k e   th e m   w h e n   I   w as  a  c h ild . 

I  

n e v e r  c o u ld   b e a r  th e m .” 

“ W e ’re   u s e fu l,  as  re m e d ie s ,”   th e   d e te c tiv e   re p lie d , w i t h a  q u ie t  s m ile  ;  “   b u t   n o b o d y   lik c 3   us.” 

A n d   h o   re la p s e d  

c o n te n te d ly   in t o   h is   w o r k   onco  m o re ,  s ta r c h in g   ro u n d   th e a p a rtm e n t. 

“  T h e   f ir s t   t h i n g   w e   h a v e   to   d o ,”   he  s a id ,  w i t h   a  c a lm a ir   o f  s u p e r io r ity ,  s ta n d in g   n o w   b y   th e   w in d o w ,  w it h   one h a n d   in   h is   p o c k e t,  “   is   to   s a tis fy   o u rs e lv e s   w h e th e r  o r n o t  th e re   h as  r e a lly ,   a t  a ll,   bee n   a  ro b b e r y . 

W e   m u s t 

lo o k   t h r o u g h   th e   ro o m   w e ll,   a n d   see  y o u   h a v e n ’ t   l e f t   th e ru b ie s   l y i n g   a b o u t  loose  s o m e w h e re . 

S u c h   t h in g s   o fte n  

h a p p e n . 

W e ’ re   c o n s ta n tly   c a lle d  in   to   in v e s tig a te   a  ease, w h e n   i t ’s  o n ly   a  m a tte r   o f  a  la d y ’s  carele ssn ess.” 

A t   t h a t   P e rs ia   fla re d   u p . 

A   d a u g h te r   o f   th e   g re a t 

r e p u b lic   is n ’ t   a cc u s to m e d   to   bo   d o u b te d   lik e   a  m e re E u ro p e a n   w o m a n . 

“  I ’ m   q u ite   su re   I   to o k   th e m   o ff,”  she 

s a id ,  “ a n d   p u t   th e m   b a c k   in   th e  je w e l  case. 

O f  t h a t   I ’m  

ju s t   c o n fid e n t. 

T h e r e   is n ’t   a  d o u b t  p o s s ib le .” 
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M r .   G re g o ry   re d o u b le d   h is   s e a ro li  in   a ll  l i k e l y   a n d   u n l i k e l y   p la ce s. 

“  I   s h o u ld   s a y   t h a t   s e ttle s   th e   m a tte r ,” 

h o   a n s w e re d   b la n d ly . 

“  O u r  e x p e rie n c e   is   t h a t   w h e n e v e r 

a  la d y ’s  p e r f e c t ly   c e r ta in ,  b e y o n d   th e   p o s s ib ility   o f d o u b t, she  p u t   a  t h in g   a w a y   s a fe ly ,  i t ’s  a b s o lu te ly   s u re   to   t u r n u p   w h e re   she  sa y s   sho  d id n ’ t   p u t   i t . ” 

I ’e rs is   a n s w e re d   h im   n e v e r  a  w o rd . 

H e r   m a n n e rs   h a d  

n o t  t h a t   repose  t h a t   s ta m p s   th e  caste o f   V e re   do   Y e re  ;  so, to   p re v e n t  a n   o u tb r e a k ,  she  to o k   re fu g e   in   B r o w n in g . 

M r .   G re g o ry ,  n o t h in g   a b a sh e d ,  se a rc h e d   th e   ro o m th o r o u g h ly ,  u p   a n d   d o w n ,  w it h o u t   th e   fa in te s t  re g a rd   to l ’ e rs is ’s  fe e lin g s   ;  ho   w a s   a  d e te c tiv e ,  h o   s a id ,  a n d   h is b u s in e s s   w a s  f ir s t   o f   a l l   to   u n m a s k   c rim e ,  irr e s p e c tiv e   o f c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

L a d y   M a c lu ro   s to o d   b y ,   m e a n w h ile ,  w it h  

th e   im p e r tu r b a b le   B e r th a . 

M r .   G r e g o r y   in v e s tig a te d  

o v e ry   h o le   a n d   c ra n n y ,  lik e   a   m a n   w h o   w is h e s   to   le t   th o w o r ld   seo  f o r   it s e lf   h o   p e rfo rm s   a  d is a g re e a b le   d u t y   w it h u n f lin c h in g   th o ro u g h n e s s . 

W h e n   h o   h a d   fin is h e d ,  lie  

tu r n e d   to   L a d y   M a c lu re . 

“   A n d   n o w ,  i f   y o u   p le a se ,”   ho 

s a id   b la n d ly ,   “   w e ’ l l   p ro c e e d   to   in v e s tig a te   th o   s e rv a n ts ’ 

b o x e s .” 

L a d y   M a c lu re   lo o k e d   a t   h e r  m a id . 

“   B e r th a ,”   she  sa id , 

“  g o   d o w n s ta ir s ,  a n d   see  t h a t   n o n e   o f   th o   o th e r  s e rv a n ts com e  u p ,  m e a n w h ile ,  to   t h e ir   b e d ro o m s .” 

L a d y   M a c lu ro  

w a s  n o t  q u ite   to   th o   m a n n e r  b o rn , a n d   h a d   n e v e r a c q u ire d th e   h a t e f u l  a r is to c r a tic   h a b it   o f   c a llin g   w o m e n -s e rv a n ts b y   t h e ir   s u rn a m e s   o n ly . 

B u t  th e  d e te c tiv e  in te rp o s e d .  “ N o ,n o ,”  h e   s a id   s h a rp ly . 

“  T h is   y o u n g   w o m a n   h a d   b e tte r   s to p   h e ro   w it h   M is s J te m a n o t— s t r i c t l y   u n d e r  h e r  e ye — t i l l   I ’ ve  sea rche d   th e b oxes. 

F o r   i f   I   fin d   n o t h in g   th e re ,  i t   m a y   p e rh a p s   lie m y   d is a g re e a b le   d u t y ,   b y - a n d - b y ,  to   c a ll  in   a  fe m a le d e te c tiv e   to   se a rch   h e r.” 

I t   w a s  L a d y   M a c lu ro ’s  t u r n   to   fla r e   u p   n o w .  “  W h y , t h is   is   m y   o w n   m a id ,”   sh e   s a id ,  in   a  c h i l l y   to n e ,  “   a n d I ’ ve  o v e ry   c o n fid e n c e   in   h e r.” 
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“   V e r y  s o r r y  f o r   t h a t, m y  la d y , ”  M r .  G r e g o r y   re s p o n d e d , in   a  m o s t  o ffic ia l  v o ic e   ;  “  b u t   o u r   e x p e rie n c e   teaches  us t h a t   i f   th e re ’s  a  p e rs o n   i n   th o   case  w h o m   n o b o d y   e v e r d re a m s   o f   s u s p e c tin g ,  t h a t   p e rs o n ’s  th o   one  w h o   has c o m m itte d   th e   r o b b e ry .” 

“   W h y ,   y o u ’ l l   be   s u s p e c tin g   m y s e lf  n e x t !  ”   L a d y M a c lu ro   c rie d ,  w i t h   som e d is g u s t. 

“  Y o u r   la d y s h ip ’s  j u s t   th e   la s t  p e rs o n   i n   th e   w o r ld   I s h o u ld   t h i n k   o f  s u s p e c tin g ,”   th e   d e te c tiv e   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h a  d e fe r e n tia l  b o w — w h ic h ,  a fte r   h is   p re v io u s   spe ech ,  w a s to   s a y   th o   le a s t  o f   i t   e q u iv o c a l. 

I ’e rs is   b e g a n  to   g e t  a n n o y e d . 

S ho   d id n ’ t   h a l f   lik e   th e  

lo o k   o f  t h a t   g i r l   B e r th a ,  h e r s e lf ;  b u t   s t i l l ,   sho  w a s   th e re as  L a d y   M a c lu re ’ s  g u e s t,  a n d   sho  c o u ld n ’ t   e xp ose   h e r h ostess  to   d is c o m fo rt  on   h e r   a c c o u n t. 

“ T h e   g i r l   s h a ll   not  b e   s e a rc h e d ,”   sh e   p u t   in ,   g ro w in g - 

h o t. 

“ I   d o n ’ t   c a re   a  c e n t  w h e th e r   I   lo se   th o   w re tc h e d sto n es  o r   n o t. 

C o m p a re d   to   h u m a n   d ig n i t y ,   w h a t   a re  

th e y   w o r th ?   N o t   fiv e   m in u te s ’  c o n s id e ra tio n .” 

“   T h e y ’ re   w o r t h   j u s t   seven  y e a rs ,”   M r .   G r e g o r y   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   p ro fe s s io n a l  d e fin ite n e s s . 

“   A n d   as  to  

s e a rc h in g ,  w h y ,   t h a t ’ s  o u t  o f   y o u r   h a n d s   n o w . 

T h is   is   a 

c r im in a l  case.  I ’m   h e ro   to   d is c h a rg e   a  p u b lic   d u t y . ” 

“   I   d o n ’ t   in   th e   le a s t  m in d   b e in g   se a rc h e d ,”   B e r th a   p u t in   o b lig in g ly ,   w i t h   a n   a ir   o f   in d iffe re n c e . 

“   Y o u   can 

s e a rc h   m e  i f   y o u   l i k e — w h e n   y o u ’ ve  g o t   a  w a r r a n t   f o r i t . ” 

T h o   d e te c tiv e   lo o k e d   u p   s h a r p ly ;   so  a lso   d id   l ’e rs is . 

T h is   re a d y   a c q u a in ta n c e   w i t h   th o   l ib e r t y   o f  th o   s u b je c t in   c r im in a l  cases  im p re s s e d   h e r   u n fa v o u r a b ly . 

“ A l l ! 

w e ’l l   see  a b o u t  t h a t , ”   M r .   G r e g o r y   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  coo l s m ile . 

' “ M e a n w h ile ,  L a d y   M a c-lu re ,  i   l l   h a v e   a  lo o k   a t th e   b oxes.” 
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T h e   s e a rc h   ( s t r i c t l y   ille g a l)   b r o u g h t   o u t  n o th in g . 

M r . 

G r e g o r y   re tu r n e d  to  P e rs ia 's  b e d ro o m , d is c o n s o la te .  “  Y o u ca n   le a v e  th e   ro o m ,”   h e   s a id   to  B e r t h a ;   a n d   B e r th a  g lid e d o u t. 

“   I ’v e   s e t  a n o th e r  m a n   o u ts id e   to   k e e p   a  c o n s ta n t e ye   o n   h e r,”   h e   a d d e d   in   e x p la n a tio n . 

B y   t h is   t im e   P e rs is   h a d   a lm o s t  m a d e   h e r  m in d  u p   as  to w h o  w a s  th e  c u l p r i t ;  b u t   she s a id   n o th in g   o v e r t,  f o r   L a d y M a c lu re ’s  sake ,  to   th e   d e te c tiv e . 

A s   f o r   t h a t   im m o v a b le  

o ffic ia l,  be   b e g a n   a s k in g   q u e s tio n s — som e  o f   th e m ,  P e rs is th o u g h t,  a lm o s t  b o r d e r in g   o n   th e   p e rs o n a l. 

W h e re   h a d  

s h e b e e n   la s t  n ig h t ?   W a s   she  s u re   she  h a d   r e a lly   w o rn th e   ru b ie s ? 

H o w   d id   she  com e  h o m e ?   W a s   she  c e rta in  

she  to o k   th e m   o f f ?  D id   th e   m a id   h e lp  h e r  u n d re s s ?   W h o cam e  b a c k   w i t h   h e r   in   th e   c a r ria g e  ? 

T o   a ll   th e s e   q u e s tio n s ,  r a p id ly   fir e d   o il'  w i t h   crosse x a m in in g   a c u te n e s s ,  P e rs is   a n s w e re d   i n   th e   d ir e c t A m e ric a n   fa s h io n . 

S he  w a s  s u re   she  h a d   th e   ru b ie s   o n  

w h e n   she  cam e  h o m e   to   H a m p s te a d ,  because  S ir   J u s t in O ’ B y rn e ,  w h o   cam e  b a c k   w i t h   h e r  in   h is   s is te r ’s  c a rria g e , h a d   n o tic e d   th e m   th e   la s t  t h in g ,   a n d   h a d   t o ld   h e r  to   ta k e c a re   o f   th e m . 

A t   m e n tio n   o f   t h a t   n a m e   th e   d e te c tiv e   s m ile d   m e a n in g ly . 

( A  m e a n in g   s m ile  is   s to c k - in - tra d e  to  a d e te c tiv e .) 

“ O h ,  S ir   J u s t in   O ’B y r n e ! ”   h e   re p o a te d ,  w i t h   q u ie t   s e lfc o n s tr a in t. 

“    l i e   cam e  b a c k   w it h   y o u   in   th e   c a rria g e , th e n ?   A n d   d id   he  s it   th e   sam e  sid e   w i t h   y o u ? " 

L a d y   M a c lu re   g re w   in d ig n a n t   ( t h a t   w a s   M r .   G r e g o r y ’s c u e ). 

“ R e a lly ,  s ir ,”   sh e   s a id   a n g r ily ,   “ i f   y o u ’ re  g o in g to   s u s p e c t  g e n tle m e n   in   S ir   J u s t in ’s  p o s itio n ,  w e   s h a ll n o n e   o f  u s  be  safe  fr o m   y o u .” 

“ T h e   la w , ”   M r .   G r e g o r y   r e p lie d ,  w it h   a n   a ir   o f   p ro fo u n d   d e fe re n c e ,  “  is   n o   re s p e c te r  o f   p e rso n s.” 

“  B u t   i t   o u g h t  to   be  o f  c h a ra c te rs ,”   L a d y   M a c lu re   c rie d
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w a r m ly . 

“   W h a t ’ s  tlio   g o o d   o f   h a v in g   a  b la m e le s s   c h a r a c te r,  1  s h o u ld   lik o   to   k n o w ,  i f — i f --------” 

“  I f   i t   d oe sn ’ t   a llo w   ro u   to   c o m m it  a  ro b b e r y   w i t h   im p u n i t y ? ”   th e   d e te c tiv e   in te rp o s e d ,  f in is h in g   h e r  s e n te n ce h is   o w n   w a y . 

“   W e ll, w e ll,  t h a t ’s tru e . 

T h a t ’s p o r - fe c tly  

t r u e — b u t   S ir   J u s t in ’s  c h a ra c te r,  y o u   see,  c a n   h a r d ly   be c a lle d   b la m e lo s s .” 

“   H e ’s  a  g e n tle m a n ,”   P e rs is   c rie d ,  w i t h   fla s h in g   eyes, t u r n i n g   ro u n d   u p o n   th e  o ffic e r ;  “ a n d   h e ’s q u ite  in c a p a b le o f  such   a  m e a n   a n d   d e s p ic a b lo   c rim e  as  v o n   d a re  to  susp ect h im   o f.” 

“   O h ,  I   see,”   th e   o ffic e r  a n s w e re d ,  lik e   o ne  to   w h o m   a w e lc o m e   r a y   o f   l i g h t   b re a k s   s u d d e n ly   th r o u g h   a  g re a t d a rk n e s s . 

“  S ir   J u s t in ’s  a  f r ie n d   o f y o u rs   ! 

D id   ho  com e 

in t o   th e   p o rc h   w i t h   y o u  ? ” 

“ H e   d id , ”   P e rs is   a n s w e re d ,  flu s h in g   c rim s o n   ;  “ a n d   i f y o u   h a v e   th e   in s o le n c e  to   b r in g  a c h a rg e  a g a in s t h im --------” 

,  “ C a lm   y o u rs e lf,  m a d a m ,”   th e   d e te c tiv e   r e p lie d   c o o lly . 

“  I   d o  n o t h in g  o f   th e  s o rt— a t t h is  s ta g e  o f  th e   p ro c e e d in g s . 

I t ’s  p o s s ib lo   th e ro   m a y   h a v e   bee n   n o   r o b b e r y   in   th e   case a t  a ll. 

W e   m u s t  kee p   o u r   m in d s   o p e n   f o r   th e   p re s e n t  to e v e ry   p o s s ib lo   a lt e r n a t iv e .   I t ’s — i t ’ s  a  d e lic a te   m a tt e r   to h i n t   a t ;  b u t   b e fo re   w e   g o   a n y   f u r t h e r — -do  y o u   t h in k , p e rh a p s ,  S ir   J u s t in   m a y   h a v e   c a r rie d   th o   ru b ie s   a w a y   b y m is ta k e ,  e n ta n g le d   in   h is   c lo th e s ? — s a y ,  f o r   e x a m p le ,  b is c o a t-s le e ve ?  ” 

I t   w a s   a  lo o p h o le   o f   e s c a p e ;  b u t   P e rs is   d id n ’ t  ju m p a t  it . 

“   H o   h a d   n e v e r  th e   o p p o r tu n it y , ”   she  a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a fla s h . 

“   A n d   I   k n o w   q u it e   w e ll  th e y   w e re   th e re   on   m y n e c k   w h e n   he   le f t   m e,  f o r   th o   la s t  t h in g  h e  s a id   to  me w a s , lo o k in g  u p  a t t h is  v e r y  w in d o w   :  ‘  T h a t   b a lc o n y ’s a w f u lly c o n v e n ie n t,  fu r   a  b u r g la r y . 

M in d   y o u   ta k e   g o o d   c a re   o f  

th e   P e m a n e t  ru b ie s .’ 

A n d   I   re m e m b e re d   w h a t   h e ’d   s a id  

w h e n   I   to o k   th e m   o ff  la s t  n i g h t ;  a n d   t h a t ’s  w h a t   m a k e s m o   so  s u re   I   r e a lly   h a d   th e m .” 
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 "■ A n d   y o u   s le p t   w i t h   th e   w in d o w   o p o u   !  ”   th e   d o to o tiv o w o n t  o n ,  s t i l l   s m ilin g   to   h im s e lf. 

“   W e ll,  h e ro   w o   h a v e  

a ll  th e   m a te ria ls ,  to   b o   sure,  f o r   a  firs t-c la s s   m y s t e r y !  ” 

I V . 

F o r   some  d a y s   m o re ,  n o t h in g   f u r t h e r   tu r n e d   u p   o f   i m p o rta n c e   a b o u t  th e   G r e a t  R u b y   b o b b e ry . 

I t   g o t  in t o   th e  

p a p e rs ,  o f   co u rs e ,  as  e v e r y t h in g   does  n o w a d a y s ,  a n d   a ll L o n d o n   w as  t a lk in g   o f   i t . 

P e rs ia   fo u n d   h e r s e lf  q u it e  

fa m o u s   as  th e   A m e ric a n   la d y   w h o   h a d   lo s t  h e r  je w e ls . 

P e o p le   p o in te d   h e r  o u t  in   th e   p a r k   ;  p e o p le   s ta ro d   a t  h e r h a rd   th r o u g h   t h e ir   o p e ra -g la s se s   a t   th e   th e a tr e . 

In d o e d , 

th e   possession  o f  th e  c e le b ra te d   E e in a n c t ru b ie s   h a d   n e v e r n ia d o   h e r   h a l f   so  c o n s p ic u o u s   i n   th e   w o r ld   as  th e   loss  o f th e m   m ade  h e r. 

I t   w a s   a lm o s t  w o r th   w h ile   lo s in g   th e m , 

P e rs is   th o u g h t ,   to   bo  so m u c h   m a de  o f  as she w a s  in  s o c ie ty in   c o n seq ue nce. 

A l l   th o   w o r ld   k n o w s   a  y o u n g   la d y   m u s t 

bo  s o m e b o d y   w h e n   she  ca n   o ffe r  a  r e w a r d   o f   fiv e   h u n d r e d p o u n d s   fo r   th o   re c o v e ry   o f   g e w g a w s   v a lu e d   a t  s ix th o u s a n d . 

S ir   J u s t in   m e t  h e r   i n   th o   Ito w   o ne  d a y . 

“ T h e n   y o u  

d o n ’ t   g o   to   P a r is   f o r   a w h ile   y e t — u n t i l   y o u   g e t  th e m b a c k   ? ”   ho  in q u ir e d   v e r y   lo w . 

A n d   P e rs is   a n s w e re d ,  b lu s h in g ,  “ N o ,  S ir   J u s t i n ;   n o t y e t ;  a n d — I ’m   a lm o s t  g la d   o f   i t . ” 

“  N o ,  y o u   d o n ’ t   m e a n   t h a t !  ”   th e  y o u n g  m a n   c rie d ,  w it h p e rfe c t  b o y is h   a rd o u r. 

“ W e ll,   I   co n fe ss,  M is s   R e m a n o t, 

th e   f ir s t   t h in g   I   t h o u g h t   m y s e lf   w h e n   1  re a d   i t   in    The T im e s   w a s  j u s t   th e   v e r y   s a m e   :  ‘ T h e n , a f t e r   a ll ,   sho  w o n ’ t g o   y e t  to   P a r is   !  ’ ” 

P e rs is   lo o k e d   u p   a t   h im   fro m   h e r  p o n y   w i t h   A m e ric a n fra n k n e s s . 

“  A n d  I , ”   sho s a id , q u iv e r in g ,   “  I   fo u n d   a n c h o r in   B r o w n in g . 

F o r   w h a t   do   y o u   t h i n k   I   re a d ? 
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1  A m i  le a rn   to  ra te   n  true  m a n ’s  h eart 

F u r above  rubies.’

T h u   b o o k   o pe ne d   a t  th e   v e r y   p la c e ;  a n d    there  I   lb u u d a n c h o r !  ” 

B u t   w h e n   S ir  J u s t in   w e n t  r o u n d   to   h is  l oom s  th a t  sam e e v e n in g   h is   s e r v a n t  s a id   to   h im ,  “ A   g e n tle m a n   w a s   i n q u ir in g   f o r   y o u   h e re   t h is   a fte rn o o n ,  s ir. 

A   c lo s e -s h a ve n  

g e n tle m a n . 

N o t  v e r y   p re p o s s e s s in ’ . 

A n d   i t   seem ed  to  

m e   s o m e h o w ,  s ir ,   as  i f  h e   w as  t r y i n g   to   p u m p   m e .” 

S ir   J u s t in ’s  face   w a s   g ra v e . 

H e   w e n t  to   h is   b e d ro o m  

a t  once. 

H e  k n e w   w h a t  t h a t  m a n  w a n te d   ;  a n d   lie   tu r n e d s t r a ig h t   to   h is   w a r d ro b e ,  lo o k in g   h a rd   a t  th e   d ress  c o a l h e   h a d   w o r n   on   th e   e v e n t f u l  e v e n in g . 

T h in g s   m a y   c lin g  

to   a  slee ve ,  d o n ’ t   y o u   k n o w — o r  be   e n ta n g le d   in   a  c u ff—  

o r  g e t  c a s u a lly   in t o  a  p o c k e t!  O r   seine  one  m a y   p u t   th e m th e re . 

V . 

F o r   th o   n e x t  te n   d a y s   o r   so  M r .  G r e g o r y   w a s   b u s y , c o n s ta n tly   b u s y . 

W it h o u t   d o u b t,  he w a s   th e   m o s t  a c tiv e  

a n d   e n e rg e tic   o f   d e te c tiv e s . 

l i e   c a rrie d   o u t  so  f u l l y   h is  

o w n   o ffic ia l  p r in c ip le  o f  s u s p e c tin g  e v e ry b o d y -,  fro m   C h in a to   P e ru ,  t h a t   a t  la s t   p o o r  P e rs ia   g o t  f a i r l y   m a ze d   w i t h   h is w e b   o f p o s s ib ilitie s .  N o b o d y  w a s   safe  fro m   h is  c u lt iv a t e d a n d   h ig h ly - tr a in e d   s u s p ic io n — n o t  S ir   E v e r a r d   in   h is s tu d io ,  n o r   L a d y   M a c lu re   i n   h e r   b o u d o ir,  n o r  th e   b u t le r in   h is   p a n try -,  n o r   S ir   J u s t in   O ’ B y r n o   in   h is   ro o m s   in   S t. 

J a m e s ’s.  M r .   G r e g o r y   k e p t  a n   o p e n   m in d   a g a in s t  e v e r y b o d y   a n d   e v e r y t h in g . 

H o   e ve n   d o u b te d   th e   p a rr o t,  a n d  

h a d   v ie w s   as  to   th o   in t e r v e n t io n   o f  r a ts   a n d   te r r ie r s . 

P e rs ia   g o t  r a th e r   t ir e d   a t  la s t  o f   h is   p e rv e rs e   in g e n u it y ; e s p e c ia lly   as  she  h a d   a  v e r y   s h re w d   id e a   h e rs e lf  w h o   h a d s to le n   th o   ru b ie s . 

W h e n   he   s u g g e s te d   v a r io u s   d o u b ts , 

h o w e v e r,  w h ic h   seem ed  re m o te ly -  to   im p lic a t e   S ir   J u s t in ’s
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h o n e s ty ,  th o   s e n s itiv e   A m e ric a n   g i r l   “ f e lt   i t   g o   on  h e r n e rv e s ,”   a n d   re fu s e d   to   lis te n   to   h im ,  th o u g h  M r .   G r e g o r y n e v e r  ceased  to  o n fo rc o  u p o n   h e r,  b y   p re c e p t  a n d   e x a m p le , h is   o w n   p e t  d o c trin e   t h a t   th o   la s t  p e rs o n   on   e a r t li  o n e w o u ld   ho  l i k e l y   to   s u s p e c t  is   a lw a y s   th o   one  w h o   tu r n s o u t  to   h a v e   d o n e   i t . 

A  m o r n in g  o r tw o   la te r ,  l ’e rs is   lo o k e d   o u t o f  h e r  w in d o w as  sho  w as  d re s s in g   h e r h a ir . 

S he d ressed   i t   h e r s e lf n o w , 

th o u g h   sho  w a s   a n   A m e ric a n   h e ire s s ,  a n d ,  th e re fo re ,  o f co u rs e ,  th o   la z ie s t  o f   h e r  k i n d ;   f o r   she  h a d   ta k e n   a n   u n a c c o u n ta b le   d is lik e ,  s o m e h o w ,  to   t h a t   q u ie t   g i r l   B e r th a . 

O n   tin 's   p a r t ic u la r   m o r n in g ,  h o w e v e r,  w h e n   P e rs ia   lo o k e d o u t, she  s a w   B e r th a  e n g a g e d   in   close, and  a p p a r e n tly   v e r y in t im a t e ,   c o n v e rs a tio n   w i t h   th o   H a m p s te a d   p o s tm a n . 

T h is   s ig h t   d is tu r b e d   th e   u n s ta b le   e q u ilib r iu m   o f   h e r e q u a n im ity   n o t  a  l i t t l e . 

W h y   s h o u ld   B e r th a   g o   to   th o  

d o o r  t o   th e   p o s tm a n   a t  a ll  ?  S u r e ly   i t   w a s   n o   p a r t   o f th o   d u t y   o f   L a d y   M a c lu re ’s  m a id   to   ta k e   in   th e   le tte r s  1 

A n d   w h y   s h o u ld   she  w a n t  to   go   p r y in g   in t o   th e   q u e s tio n o f   w h o   w ro te   to   M is s   E e m a n e t?   F o r   I ’e rs is ,  in te n s e ly co n scio us  h e r s e lf  t h a t   a  n o te   fr o m   S ir   J u s tin   la y   on  to p o f   th e   p o s tm a n ’s  b u n d lo — she   re c o g n iz e d   i t   a t  o nce,  e ve n a t  t h a t   d is ta n c e   b e lo w , b y   th o   p e c u lia r  sha pe   o f  th o   b ro a d ro u g h   e n v e lo p e —ju m p e d   to   th o   n a t u r a l  fe m in in e   c o n c lu s io n   t h a t   B e r th a   m u s t  needs  bo  in flu e n c e d   b y   som e a b s tru s e   m o tiv e   o f   w h ic h   she  h e rs e lf,  P e rs ia ,  w a s,  to   s a y th e   v e r y   le a s t,  a  c o m p o n e n t  e le m e n t. 

’ T is   a  h u m a n  

fa lla c y . 

W e ’re   a ll  o f   us  p ro n e   to   see  e v e r y t h in g   fro m   a p e rs o n a l s t a n d p o in t ;  in d e e d , th e   o ne  q u a lit y  w h ic h   m a ke s a  m a n   o r  w o m a n   in t o   a  p o s s ib le   n o v e lis t,  good,  b a d ,  o r in d iffe r e n t,  is   ju s t   t h a t   s p e c ia l  p o w e r  o f  t h r o w in g   h im s e lf o r  h e r s e lf  in t o   a   g re a t  m a n y   p e o p le ’s  p e rs o n a litie s a lte r n a te ly . 

A n d   t h is   is   a  p o w e r possessed  o n   a n   a v e ra g e  

b y   n o t   one  in   a  th o u s a n d   m e n   o r  n o t  one  in   te n   th o u s a n d w o m e n . 

P e rs is   r a n g   th o   b e ll  v io le n t ly . 

B e r th a   cam e  u p ,  a ll
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s m ile s :  “ D i l i   y o u   w a n t  a n y t h in g ,   m is s ?  ” 

P e rs ia   c o u ld  

h a v e   c h o k e d   h e r. 

“   Y e s ,”   she  a n s w e re d   p la in ly ,   t a k in g  

th e   h u l l   b y   th e   h o rn s   ;  “   I   w a n t   to  k n o w   w h a t  y o u   w e re d o in g   d o w n   th e re ,  p r y i n g   in t o   o th o r  p e o p le ’s  le tte r s   w it h th e   p o s tm a n  ? ” 

B e r th a   lo o k e d   u p   a t  h e r,  e v e r  b la n d  ;  she  a n s w e re d   a t o nce,  w it h o u t   a  second's  h e s ita tio n   :  “   T h e   p o s tm a n ’s  m y y o u n g   m a n ,  m is s ;  a n d   w o   h o p e   b e fo re   v e r y   lo n g   n o w   to g e t  m a r r ie d .’’

“   O d io u s   t h i n g ! ”   P e rs is   th o u g h t. 

“ A   g li b   lie   a lw a y s  

re a d y   o n   th e   t i p   o f  h e r  to n g u e   f o r   e v e r y   e m e rg e n c y .” 

B u t   B e r t h a ’s  f u l l   h e a rt  w a s   b e a tin g  v io le n t ly .   B e a tin g w i t h   lo v e   a n d   h o p e   a n d   d e fe rre d   a n x ie ty . 

A   l i t t l e   la t e r   in   th e   d a y   P e rs is   m e n tio n e d   th e   in c id e n t c a s u a lly   to   L a d y   M a c lu r c — m a in ly   in   o rd e r  to   s a tis fy h e rs e lf  t h a t   th e   g i r l   h a d   b e e n   l y i n g .   L a d ) 1  M a c lu rc , h o w e v e r,  g a v e   a  q u a lifie d   a s s e n t: —

“   I    believe  sh e ’s  e n g a g e d   to   th e   p o s tm a n ,”   she  said . 

“ I    think   I ’ve  h e a rd   so  ;  th o u g h   I   m a k o   i t   a  r u le ,  y o u   see, m y   d e a r,  to   k n o w   as  l i t t l e   as  I   can  o f   the se   p e o p le ’s  lo v e a ffa irs . 

T h e y ’ re   so  v e r y   u n in te r e s tin g . 

B u t   B e r th a   c e rt a i n l y   t o ld   m e  she  w o u ld n ’ t   le a v e   m o   to   g e t  m a r r ie d   f o r a n   in d e fin ite   p e rio d . 

T h a t   w a s   o n ly   te n   d a y s   ago. 

.She 

s a id   h e r   y o u n g   m a n   w a s n ’ t  j u s t   y e t  in   a  p o s itio n   to   m a ko a  hom e  f o r   h e r.” 

“ P e rh a p s ,”   P e rs is   s u g g e s te d   g r im ly ,   “ s o m e th in g   has o c c u rre d   m e a n w h ile   to   b e tte r   h e r  p o s itio n .  S u c h   s tra n g e t h in g s   c ro p   u p . 

She  m a y   h a v e   com e  in t o   a  f o r t u n e !  ” 

“   P e rh a p s   so,”   L a d y   M a c lu rc   r e p lie d   la n g u id ly . 

T h e  

s u b je c t  b o re d   h e r. 

“ T h o u g h ,  i f   so,  i t   m u s t  r e a lly   h a v e  

b e e n   v e r y   s u d d e n ;  fo r   I   t h i n k   i t   w a s  th e   m o r n in g   b e fo re y o u   lo s t  y o u r  je w e ls   she  to ld   m e   so.” 

P e rs is   th o u g h t   t h a t   o d d ,  b u t   she  m ade  no  c o m m e n t. 

B e fo re   d in n e r   t h a t   e v e n in g   she  b u r s t   s u d d e n ly   in t o L a d y   M a c lu r e ’ s  ro o m   fo r   a  m in u te .  B e r th a   w a s   d re s s in g h e r   la d y ’ s  h a ir . 

F r ie n d s   w e re   c o m in g   to   d in e — a m o n g
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th e m   S ir   .J u s tin . 

“ H o w   d o   th e s e   p e a rls   g o   w i t h   in y  

c o m p le x io n ,  L a d y   M a c lu re  ?  ”   l ’e rs is   a ske d   r a th e r   a n x io u s ly  ;  fo r   she  s p e c ia lly   w is h e d   t o   lo o k   h e r   h o s t  th a t e v e n in g ,  fo r   one  o f  th o   p a r t y . 

“ O h ,  c h a r m i n g ! ”   h e r  hostess  a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   h e r s o c ie ty   s m ile . 

“ N e v e r  s a w   a n y t h in g   s u it   y o u   b e tte r , 

l ’e rs is .” 

“   E x c e p t  m y   p o o r  ru b ie s   !  ”   1’e rs is  c rie d   r a t h e r   r u e f u lly , f o r   c o lo u re d   g e w g a w s   a ro   d e a r  to   th o   sa va g e   a n d   th e w o m a n . 

“  I   w is h   I   c o u ld   g e t  th e m   b a c k   !  I   w o n d e r  th a t m a n   G r e g o r y   h a s n ’ t   succeeded  i n   f in d in g   th e m .” 

“ O h   !  m y   d e a r,”   L a d y   M a c lu re   d ra w le d   o u t,  “ y o u   m a y bo  s u re   b y   t h is   tim e   t h e y ’re   safe  a t  A m s te rd a m .  T h a t ’s th e   o n l j ’  p la ce   in   E u ro p e   n o w   to   lo o k   f o r   th e m .” 

“   W h y   to   A m s te rd a m ,  m y   la d y  ?  ”   B e r th a   in te rp o s e d s u d d e n ly ,  w i t h   a  q u ic k   s id e -g la n c e   a t  l ’e rsis. 

E a d y   M a c lu re   t h r e w   h e r  h e a d   b a c k   in   s u r p r is e   a t   so u n w o n te d   a n   in t r u s io n . 

“   W h a t  d o   y o u   w a n t   to   k n o w  

t h a t   fo r ,  c h i l d ? ”   she  a sk e d ,  s o m e w h a t  c u r t ly .   “ W h y , t o   be  c u t,  o f   co u rse . 

A l l   th o   d ia m o n d -c u tte r s   i n   th e  

w o r ld   a re   c o n c e n tra te d   in   A m s te r d a m   ;  a n d   th e  f ir s t   t h in g a  t h i e f   does  w h e n   lie   s te a ls   b ig   je w e ls   is   to   send  th e m across,  a n d   h a v e   th e m   c u t  in   n e w   shapes  so  t h a t   th e y c a n ’ t   lie   id e n tifie d .” 

“   1  s h o u ld n ’ t   h a v e   t h o u g h t , ”   B e r th a   p u t   in ,  c a lm ly , 

“   t h e y ’d   h a v e   k n o w n   w h o   to   sen d   th e m   to .” 

L a d y   M a c lu re   tu r n e d   to   h e r  s h a r p ly . 

“  W h y ,   tho se  

t h in g s , ”   she  s a id ,  w i t h   a  c a lm   a ir   o f   k n o w le d g e ,  “ a ro a lw a y s   d o n e   b y   e x p e rie n c e d   th ie v e s ,  w h o   k n o w   th o   ropes w e ll,   a n d   a re   in   le a g u o   w i t h   re c e iv e rs   th e   w h o le   w o r ld o v e r. 

B u t   G r e g o r y   h as  h is   e ye   on   A m s te rd a m ,  I ’ m   s u re , a n d   w e ’ l l   soon  h e a r  s o m e th in g .” 

“  Y e s ,  m y   la d y , ”   B e r th a   a n s w e re d ,  in   h e r  a c q u ie s c e n t to n e ,  a n d   re la p s e d   in t o   sile n ce . 
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F o u r   d a y s   la te r,  a b o u t  n in e   a t  n ig h t ,   t h a t   h a rd -w o rk e d u ia n ,  tk o   p o s ty   on   th o   b e a t,  s to o d   lo it e r in g   o u ts id e   S ir E v e r a r d   M a c lu re ’ s  house,  o p e n ly   d e f y in g   th o   ru le s   o f   th o d e p a rtm e n t,  in   elose  c o n fe re n ce   w i t h   B e r th a . 

“   W e ll,  a n y   n e w s ? ”   B e r th a   a ske d,  t r e m b lin g   o v e r   w it h e x c ite m e n t,  f o r   she  w a s   a  v o r y   d iffe r e n t  p e rs o n   o u ts id e w i t h   h e r  lo v e r   fro m   th o   d e m u re   a n d   im p e r tu r b a b le   m o d e l m a id   w h o   w a ite d   on   m y   la d y . 

“   W h y ,  y e s ,”   th o   p o s ty   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  lo w   la u g h   o f t r iu m p h .   “ A   le t t e r   fro m   A m s te r d a m !  A n d   I   t h in k   w e ’ ve fix e d   i t ! ” 

B e r th a   a lm o s t  flu n g   h e rs e lf  u p o n   h im . 

“  O h ,  H a r r y  !  ” 

she  c rie d ,  a ll   eagerness,  11  t h is   is   to o   g o o d   to   be   t r u e ! 

T h e n   in   ju s t   o n o   o th e r  m o n th   w o   c a n   r e a lly   g e t m a rrie d   ! ” 

T h e r e   w a s   a  m in u t e ’s  p a u se ,  i n a r t ic u la t e ly   f ille d   u p   b y s o u n d s   u n re p re s e n ta b le   t h r o u g h   th e   a r t   o f   th o   ty p e fo u n d e r. 

T h e n   H a r r y   s p o k e   a g a in .  “   I t ’s  an   a w f u l  lo t o f  m o n e y  !  ”   he   s a id ,  m u s in g .  “   A   r e g u la r   fo r tu n e  !  A n d w h a t ’s  m o re ,  B e rth a ,  i f   i t   h a d n 't  bee n   fo r   y o u r   c le v e rn e s s w e   n e v e r  s h o u ld   h a v e   g o t  i t ! ” 

B e r th a   p ressed   h is   h a n d   a ffe c tio n a te ly . 

E v e n   la d ie s ’ - 

m a id s   a re   h u m a n . 

“   W e ll,  i f   I   h a d n ’t   been  so  m u c h   in   lo v e   w i t h   y o u ,” 

she  a n s w e re d   f r a n k ly ,   “  I   d o n ’t   t h i n k   I   c o u ld   e v e r  lia v o h a d   th e   w i t   to   m a n a g e   i t . 

B u t ,   o h !  H a r r y ,   lo v e   m a ke s  

one  d o   o r  t r y   a n y t h in g  !  ” 

i f   l ’e rs is   h a d   h o a rd   th o s e   s in g u la r   w o rd s ,  she  w o u ld h a ve   f e lt   n o   d o u b t  w a s  a n y   lo n g e r  p o s s ib le . 
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N e x t   m o r n in g ,  a t  te n   o’c lo c k ,  a  p o lic e m a n   e am o  ro u n d , p o s t  h a s te ,  to   S ir   E v o r a r d ’s. 

l i e   a sk e d   to   seo  M is s  

Ite m a n e t. 

W h e n   P e rs ia   c a in o   d o w n ,  in   h e r   m o r n in g  

w r a p ,  h o   h a d   b u t   a   b r i e f   m essage  fr o m   h e a d - q u a r te rs   to g iv e   h e r   :  “ Y o u r   je w e ls   a re   fo u n d ,  m is s . 

W i l l   y o u   s te p  

ro u n d   a n d   id e n t i f y   t h e m ? ” 

P ersia   d ro v e   b a c k   w i t h   h im ,   a ll  tr e m b lin g . 

L a d y  

M a c lu ro  a c c o m p a n ie d   h e r. 

A t   th e   p o lic e - s ta tio n   th e y   l e f t  

t h e i r   cab,  a n d   e n te re d   th e   a n te -ro o m . 

A   l i t t l e   g ro u p   h a d   a ss e m b le d   th e re . 

T h e   f i r s t   p erso n  

P e rs is   d is t in c t ly   m a d e   o u t   in   i t   w as  S ir   J u s t in . 

A   g re a t 

t e r r o r   seized  h e r. 

G r e g o r y   h a d   so  p o is o n e d   h e r   m in d   b y  

t h is   tim e   w i t h   s u s p ic io n   o f   e v e ry b o d y   a n d   e v e r y t h in g she  cam e  across,  t h a t   she  w a s   a fr a id   o f   h e r  o w n   s h a d o w . 

P u t   n e x t   m o m e n t  sho  s a w   c le a r ly   he   w a s n ’ t   th e re   as p ris o n e r,  o r  e v e n   as  w itn e s s ;   m e re ly   as  s p e c ta to r. 

S he 

a c k n o w le d g e d   h im   w i t h   a  h a s ty   b o w ,  a n d   c a s t  h e r  e ye ro u n d  a g a in . 

T h e  n e x t  p e rso n  she d e f in it e ly  d is tin g u is h e d  

w a s   B e rth a ,  as  c a lm   a n d   coo l  as  e ve r,  b u t   in   th e   v e r y c e n tre   o f   th e   g ro u p ,  o c c u p y in g   as  i t   w e re   th e   place  o f h o n o u r  w h ic h   n a t u r a lly   b e lo n g s   to   th e   p ris o n e r  o n   a ll s im ila r   occasions. 

P e rs is   w as  n o t   s u rp ris e d   a t   t h a t ;   she 

h a d   k n o w n   i t   a ll   a lo n g ;  she  g la n c e d   m e a n in g ly   a t G r e g o r y ,  w h o   s to o d   a  l i t t l e   b e h in d ,  lo o k in g   b y   n o   m e a n s t r iu m p h a n t . 

P e rs is   fo u n d   h is   d e je c tio n   o d d   ;  b u t   he   w a s a  p ro u d   d e te c tiv e ,  a n d   p e rh a p s   som o  one  else  h a d e ffe c te d   th e   c a p t u r e ! 

“   T h e s e   a re   y o u r   je w e ls ,  I   b e lie v e ,”   th e   in s p e c to r  s a id , h o ld in g   th e m   u p ;  a n d   P e rs is   a d m itte d   i t . 

“ T h is   is   a  p a in f u l  case,”   th e   in s p e c to r  w e n t   o n. 

“ A  

v e r y   p a in f u l  case. 

W e   g r ie v e   to   h a v e   d is c o v e re d   s u c h   a 

c lu e   a g a in s t  one  o f   o u r   o w n   m e n ;  b u t   as  h o   o w n s   to   i t h im s e lf,  a n d   in te n d s   to   t h r o w  h im s e lf o n   th e   m e rc y   o f   th e
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C o u rt,  i t ’s  no   uso  t a lk in g   a b o u t  it . 

l l o   w o n ’ t   a tte m p t  to  

d e fe n d   i t ;   in d c o d ,  with s u c h   e v id e n c e ,  I   t h in k   h e ’ s  d o in g what’H best a n d   w is e s t.” 

P e rs ia   s to o d   th e ro , a ll   d a ze d .  “  I — I   d o n ’ t, u n d e rs ta n d ,’ ’ 

she  c rie d ,  w i t h   a  s w im m in g   b r a in . 

“   W h o   o n   e a r th   a ro  

y o u   t a l k i n g   a b o u t ? ’ ’

T h o   in s p e c to r  p o in te d   m u te ly   w i t h   o no  h a n d   a t G r e g o r y ;   a n d   th e n   f o r   th o   f ir s t   tim e   P e rs ia   s a w   h o   w as g u a rd e d . 

S h o   c la p p e d   h e r   h a n d   to   h e r   h ea d. 

I n   a 

m o m e n t  i t   a ll  b ro k e   in   u p o n   h e r. 

W h e n   sho  h a d   c a llo d  

in   th o   p o lic e ,  th o   ru b ie s   h a d   n e v e r  been  s to le n   a t   a ll. 

I t   w a s   G r e g o r y   w h o   s to lo   th e m   ! 

S ho   u n d e rs to o d   i t   n o w ,  a t   once. 

T h o   r o a l  fa c ts   cam o 

b a c k   to   h e r. 

Sho  h a d   ta k e n   h e r  n e c k le t  o f f  a t  n ig h t,   la id  

i t   c a re le s s ly   d o w n   o n   th o   d re s s in g -ta b lo   (to o   f u l l   o f  S ir J u s t in ) ,   c o v e re d   i t   a c c id e n ta lly   w it h   h e r   laeo  p o c k e t-h a n d k e r c h ie f,  a n d   s tr a ig h t w a y   fo r g o tte n   a ll  a b o u t  i t . 

N e x t  d a y   she  m isse d   i t ,  a n d  ju m p e d   a t c o n c lu s io n s .  W h e n G r e g o r y   cam o ,  ho   s p ie d   th o   ru b ie s   a sk a n c o   u n d e r  th e c o rn e r  o f   th e   h a n d k e r c h ie f— o f  co u rse ,  b e in g   a  w o m a n , she  h a d   n a t u r a lly   lo o k e d   e v e ry w h e re   e x c e p t  in   th o   plaeo w h e re   sho  h a d   la id   th e m — a n d   k n o w in g   i t   w a s   a  safo caso  h o   h a d   q u ie t ly   p o c k e te d   th e m   b e fo re   h e r   v e r y   eyes, a ll  u n s u s p e c te d .  H e   f e l t   s u ro   n o b o d y   c o u ld   accuso  h im o f   a  ro b b e ry   w h ic h   w as  c o m m itte d   b e fo re   h o   cam e ,  a n d w h ic h   he   h a d   h im s e lf  b ee n   c a lle d   in   to   in v e s tig a te . 

“  T h e   w o r s t  o f   i t   is ,”   th e   in s p e c to r  w e n t  o n,  “   ho   h a d w o v e n   a  v e r y   in g e n io u s   caso  a g a in s t  S ir   J u s t in   O ’ I ly r n e , w h o m   w o   w e re   o n   th o   v e r y   p o in t   o f   a r r e s tin g   to -d a y ,  i f th is   y o u n g   w o m a n   h a d n ’ t   com e  in   a t  th o   e le v e n th   h o u r, in   th e  v e r y   n ic k   o f  tim e , a n d   e a rn e d   th o   re w a rd   b y  g iv in g us  th o   c lu e   t h a t   le d   to   th o   d is c o v e ry   a n d   re c o v e ry   o f th o  je w e ls . 

T h e y   w e re   b r o u g h t  o v e r  t h is   m o r n in g   b y   an A m s te rd a m   d e te c tiv e .” 

P e rs is   lo o k e d   h a rd   a t  B e r th a . 

B e r th a   a n s w e re d   h e r 

lo o k . 

“  M y   y o u n g   m a n   w a s   th e   p o s tm a n ,  m is s ,”   she
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e x p la in e d ,  q u ite   s im p ly   ;  “   a n d   a fte r   w h a t  m y   la d y   sa id , I   p u t   h im   u p   to   w a tc h   M r .  G r e g o r y ’s  d e liv e r y   fo r  a  le t t e r fro m   A m s te rd a m . 

I ’d   su s p e c te d   h im   fro m   th e   v e r y   f i r s t ; 

a n d   w h e n   th e   le t t e r   cam e,  w o   h a d   h im   a rre s te d   a t  once, a n d   fo u n d   o u t  fr o m   i t   w h o   w e re   th e   p e o p le   a t   A m s te rd a m w h o   h a d   th e   ru b ie s .” 

P e rs is   g a s p e d   w i t h   a s to n is h m e n t. 

H e r   b r a in   w as 

re e lin g . 

B u t   G r e g o r y   in   th e   b a c k g ro u n d   p u t   in   o n e   la s t w o rd —

“  W e ll,   I   w as  r i g h t ,   a fte r  a ll , ”   he  s a id ,  w i t h   p ro fe s s io n a l p rid e . 

“  I   to ld   y o u   th e   v e r y   la s t  p e rs o n   y o u ’d   d re a m   o f s u s p e c tin g   w a s   s u re   to   bo  th e   one  t h a t   a c t u a lly   d id   i t . ” 

L a d y   O ’B y r n c ’s  ru b ie s   w o re   v e r y   m u c h   a d m ire d   a t M o n te   C a rlo   la s t  season. 

M r .   G r e g o r y   h a s   fo u n d   p e r m a n e n t  e m p lo y m e n t  f o r   th e   n e x t  seven  y e a rs   a t  H e r M a je s ty ’ s  q u a rrie s   on  th e   Is le   o f   P o r tla n d . 

B e r th a   a n d  

h e r  p o s tm a n   h a v e   r e tir e d   to   C a n a d a   w it h   fiv e   h u n d re d p o u n d s   to   b u y   a  fa r m . 

A n d   e v e ry b o d y   sa y s   S ir   J u s t in  

O ’B y r n e   has  b e a te n   th e   re c o rd ,  a fte r   a ll,  e v e n   fo r  I r i s h b a ro n e ts ,  b y   m a k in g   a  m a rria g e   a t  once  o f   m o n e y   a n d a ffe c tio n . 
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G u y   L e th br id g e  h a d   g o t  in to   d c h t. 

T h a t   w a s   re p re h e n s ib le ,  o f   c o u rs e   ;  h u t   w h e n   w e   w e re    very  y o u n g ,  m o s t o f   us  d id   th e   sam e  t h i n g ;  a n d   in   G u y ’ s  caso,  a t  le a s t, th e re   w e re   e x te n u a tin g   c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

W h e n   a  f e llo w ’s 

tw e n t y - f o u r ,   a n d   lia s   b e e n   b r o u g h t  u p   lik e   a  g e n tle m a n , h e ’ s  a p t  to   f a l l   in t o   th e   f a m ilia r   f a lla c y   t h a t   “  w o   must l i v e a n d   i f   ho   h a s  n o t h in g   to   liv e   u p o n ,  w h y   th e n   ho liv e s   u p o n   o th e r   p e o p le . 

N o w ,  G u y   L o t h b r id g o   w a s   a 

p a in te r ,  w it h o u t   v is ib le   m eans  o f  s u p p o rt  e x c e p t  h is   a r t ; a n d   ho   g lid e d   in t o   d e b t  b y   a  n a t u r a l  a n d   easy  t r a n s it io n w h ic h   e v e n   t h a t   s te rn e s t  o f   cen sors,  t lio   ju d g e   o f  th e B a n k r u p tc y   C o u rt,  m ig h t   w e ll  h a v o   c o n d o n e d   as  n e x t d o o r  to   in e v ita b le . 

T h e   fa c ts   o f   th e   caso  w e re   th e s e . 

G u y   h a d   g o n e   o v e r 

to   G e rm a n y   w i t h   a  k n a p s a c k   o n   h is   b a c k ,  an   easel  in   h is h a n d s ,  a n d   a  p ip e   a n d   a  fe w   p o u n d s   in   h is   tro u s e rs p o c k e t.  ITo h a d  n o  frie n d s   to  s p e a k   o f in   th o s e  d a y s , f o r  h is fa th e r  w a s   d e a d , a n d  h is  m o th e r,  g o o d  la d y ,  in   h e r  lo d g in g s i n   B a y s w a te r, c o u ld  n o  m o re  h a v e  s e n t h e r  son  a  fiv e -p o u n d n o te   fro m   h e r  s le n d e r  p e n s io n ,  th a n   s lio   c o u ld   h a v e   s e n t h im   th e   K o h -i- n o o r  o r  th e   O r d e r  o f   th o   W h it e   E le p h a n t. 

B u t   G u y   w e n t   a b ro a d ,  n o n e   th e   less,  w it h   th o   re c k le s s f a i t h   o f   th o   S a lv a tio n is t  o r  th o   im p e c u n io u s   a r t is t . 

H o  

m e a n t  to   s ta y   on   th e   R h in o   as  lo n g   as  h is   m o n e y   la s te d   ; 

“ a n d   th e n ,  y o u   k n o w ,  m y   d e a r  fe llo w ,  I   c a n   s m u g g le m y s e lf  across  a n y h o w ,  in   a  c a ttle   b o a t  n r  s o m e th in g ;  a n d
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a r r iv e   w i t h   a  s ix p e n c e   a n d   a n   im m o r t a l  w o r k   a t  S t. 

C a th e rin e ’ s  D o c k s   som e  fin e   s u m m e r  d a y ,  a t  s ix   o’c lo c k i n   th e   m o r n in g .” 

W h a t  a   b le sse d   t h in g   i t   is ,  to   be  s u re , 

to   b o   b o rn   in t o   t h is   w o r ld   w i t h   th e   e a s y -g o in g ,  h a p p y - 

g o - lu c k y ,  a r t is t ic   t e m p e r a m e n t! 

So  G u y   w e n t  to   K o n ig s w in t e r ,   w it h   a  g lim p s e   b y   th e w a y   a t   B ru s s e ls ,  A ix ,   a n d   C o lo g n e ,  a n d   s e ttle d   h im s e lf d o w n ,  p ip e ,  easel,  a n d   a ll,   to   s u m m e r  q u a rte r s   a t  th e b r ig h t   a n d   s u n n y   B e r lin e r - I I o f .   T h e r e ,  h e   w o r k e d   r e a lly h a rd ,  f o r   h o   w a s  n o   s a u n te re r  b y   n a t u r e ;  h is   im p e c u - 

n io s it y   arose,  s tra n g e   to   s a y ,  n e it h e r   fr o m   w a n t   o f   i n d u s t r y   n o r   w a n t  o f   ta le n t ,   b u t   fr o m   p u re   fo rc e   o f c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

T h e r e ’s  n o   s i l l i e r   b lu n d e r   o n   e a rth , 

in d e e d ,  th a n   to   b e lie v e   t h a t   i f   a   m a n   d o e s n ’t   succeed  i n li f e   ho  m u s t  needs  bo   e it h e r   a n   id le r   o r  a   b u n g le r .  O n ly fo o ls   im a g in e   t h a t   in d u s t r y   a n d   a b i l i t y   can  c o m m a n d success;  w is e   m e n   k n o w   w e ll  t h a t   o p p o r tu n it y   a n d   lu c k c o u n t  a t  le a s t  as  e q u a lly   im p o r ta n t .   G u y   L e t h b r id g e ’s tim e   h a d   n o t  y e t  com e. 

H e   p a in te d   a ll  s u m m e r  u p   a n d  

d o w n   th e   R h in o ,  m a k in g   K o n ig s w in t e r   h is   h e a d q u a rte rs , a n d   d r o p p in g   d o w n   b y   b o a t  o r  r a i l   fro m   d a y   to   d a y   to v a r io u s   p o in ts   on   c it h e r   b a n k   t h a t   to o k   h is   fa n c y .  A s f o r   b la c k   a n d   w h it e ,   h is   q u iv e r   w a s   f u l l   o f   th e m .  T h e D ra e h o n fe ls   fr o m   th e   N o r th ,   th e   D ra c h e n fe ls   fro m   th e S o u th   ;  th e   R h e iu s te in   fr o m   a b o ve ,  th e   R h e in s te in   fro m b e lo w ,  th e   R h e in s te in   fr o m   S t.  C le m e n t’s — ho   s k e tc h e d th e m   a ll  t i l l   he   w a s   w e ll  n ig h   t ir e d   o f  th e m .  M e a n w h ile , lie   w o r k e d   s te a d ily   a t  h is   g ra n d   A c a d e m y   p ic tu r o   o f  

“  T h e   S eve n   M o u n ta in s   fro m   th e   S u m m it  o f   th e   P e te rs - 

b e rg .”   H is   p la n   o f   c a m p a ig n ,  in   s h o rt,  w a s   o w n   b r o th e r to   e v e ry   o th e r   s t r u g g lin g   y o u n g   a r t is t ’s. 

H o   m e a n t  to  

d o   “ a lo t  o f  l i t t l e   p o t- b o ile r s   fo r   th e   illu s t r a t e d   m a g a z in e s , d o n ’ t   y o u   k n o w ,  o r   th e   w e e k ly   p a p e rs ,”   a n d   to   liv e   u p o n th o s e   w h ile   h e   d e v o te d   h is   e n e rg ie s   to  th e   re a l  W o r k   o f A r t   w h ic h   w a s   to   ra is e   h im   w it h   a  b o u n d   to   th e   f r o n t r a n k   o f   l i v i n g   p a in te rs . 

W y l l i e   h a d   d o n e   i t ,   y o u   see, 
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w i t h   h is   g re a t  T h a m e s   p ic t u r e ,   so  w h y   s h o u ld n ’ t   G u y L e t h b r id g e ? 

T h e   C h a n trc y   B o q u e s t  w a s   m e a n t  on 

p u rp o s e   f o r   th o   e n c o u ra g e m e n t  o f   s u c h   w o r k s   as  th o  

“ S even  M o u n ta in s   fro m   th e   S u m m it  o f  th o   I ’e te rs b e rg .” 

T h o   tru s te e s   w e re   b o u n d   to   b u y   i t   as  soon  as  th e y   s a w   i t h u n g   o n   th e   lin o   a t  th e   A c a d e m y   ;  f o r   t h e y   a ro   m e n   o f ta 3 te ,  a n d   m e n   o f   k n o w le d g e ,  a n d   m e n   o f   e x p e r ie n c e ; a n d   i f   th e y   d o n ’ t   k n o w   a  g o o d   t h in g   w h e n   t h e y   see  i t , w h a t’ s  th o   use  o f  an   A c a d e m y ,  a n y w a y ,  I   a s k   y o u  ? 

I n c r e d ib le   as  i t   m a y   seem ,  h o w e v e r,  th e   p o t-b o ile rs fa ile d   to   b o il  th e   p o t. 

G u y   s e n t  h is   s k e tc h e s ,  w i t h   e lu c id a to r y   re m a rk s ,  to   th e   e d ito rs   o f   n e a r ly   e v e r y   illu s t r a t e d p a p e r  i n   G r e a t  B r i t a i n   a n d   I r e la n d   o r  th e   a d ja c e n t is la n d s ;  w h o   d e c lin e d   th e m   w i t h   th a n k s ,  a n d   w it h   s u r p r is in g   u n a n im it y . 

T h e r e   w e re   th o   sam e  s k e tc h e s ,  to   bo 

s u re ,  w h ic h   ra n   a fte rw a r d s   t h r o u g h   e ig h t   n u m b e rs   o f   a le a d in g   a r t   re v ie w ,  a n d   w e re   th e n   re p ro d u c e d   as  an  i l l u s tr a te d   g if t - b o o k ,   w h ic h   o u r   m o s t  a u t h o r it a tiv e   c r i t i c p ro n o u n c e d   i n    T h e  B y sla n d er  to   bo   “  th o   g e m   o f   th o season.” 

B u t    that  w a s    a fte r   G u y   L e t h b r id g o   becam o fa m o u s . 

A t   th o   tim e ,  th o s e   b u s y   e d ito r s   d id n ’ t   lo o k   a t th o   d ra w in g s   a t  a ll,   o r,  i f   t h e y   lo o k e d   a t  th e m ,  o b s e rve d w i t h   th e   w e a ry   s ig h   p e c u lia r   to   th e   o v e rw o r k e d   e d it o r ia l o rg a n is m ,  “ A h ,  th o   lt h in o   a g a in ! 

O v e rd o n e ,  d e c id e d ly . 

T h o   p u b lic   w o n ’ t   s ta n d   a n y   m o re   R h in o   a t   a n y   p r ic e .” 

F o r   th o s e   w e re   th e   d a y s   w h e n   th e re   w a s   a  r u n   o n   th o T h a m e s   a n d   o u r   d o m e s tic   s c e n e r y ;  a n d   e v e ry b o d y   w h o w a s   a n y b o d y   lo d g e d   h is   easel  in   a  h o u s e b o a t. 

T h u s   i t   g r a d u a lly   h a p p e n o d   t h a t   w h ile   th e   G re a t W o r k p ro g re s s e d ,  th o   p ip e   g o t  s m o k e d   o u t,  a n d   th o   p o u n d s e v a p o ra te d . 

G u y   h a d   liv e d   s p a r in g ly   a t  th e   B e r lin e r -  

TTof— v e r y  s p a r in g ly  in d e e d .  l i e   h a d   b re a k fa s te d   e a r ly   on h is   r o l l   a n d   c o ffe e ;  b o u g h t  a  p e n n ’ o r t h   o f   b re a d   a n d   a b u n c h   o r   tw o   o f   g ra p e s   f o r   h is   f r u g a l  lu n c h   on   th e   h ills w h e re   he   p a in te d ;   a n d   d in e d    a  la   ca rte,   w h e n   d a y lig h t fa ile d ,  o ff   th o   ch e a p e s t  a n d   m o s t  s u s ta in in g   o f   th e   la n d 
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lo r d ’s  d is h e s . 

I [is   d r in k   w a s  B a v a r ia n   b e e r,  o r  m o re  

la t t e r l y ,  w a t e r ;  y e t   in   s p ite   o f e c o n o m y   th e   m a rk s   s lip p e d a w a y   w i t h   s u r p r is in g   n im b le n e s s   ;  a n d   b y   th e   e n d   o f S e p te m b e r,  G u y   w o k e   u p   one  m o r n in g   w it h o u t   e ve n   th o ta lis m a n   o f   t h a t   p r o v e r b ia l  s ix p e n c e   w h ic h   w a s   to   la n d h im   in   s a fe ty   a t  th o   T o r t   o f  L o n d o n . 

T fc   h a d   d e la y e d   t h in g s   to o   lo n g ;   h o p in g   a g a in s t  hope, h o   h a d   b e lie v e d   to   th o   la s t  t h a t   th e    P o rte -C ra y o n   o r  th e S tu d io   m u s t   s u r e ly   a c c e p t  h is   g r a c e fu l  a n d   e a s y   I t h c n is h s k e tc h e s . 

J Io   k n o w   th e y   w e re   c le v e r ;  he  k n e w   th e y  

h a d   q u a lit ie s ;   a n d   lie   c o u ld n ’ t   b e lie v e   in   h is   in n o c e n t s o u l  a ll  th e   a r t- e d ito r s   o f   h is   c o u n tr y   w e re   a n   a m a lg a m a te d   p a c k   o f  B a n d e d   D u ffe rs . 

S o m e b o d y   m u s t  s u r e ly  

see  m e r it   a t   la s t  in   h is   “   1 lo y a l  S to lz e n fe ls  ”   ;  so m e b o d y m u s t  s u r e ly   d e s c ry   in   th e   e n d   th e   fa n ta s tic   e x u b e ra n c e o f   h is   “  H u n d r e d -to w e r e d   A n d e rn a c h .” 

So  ho   w a ite d  

a n d   w a ite d   on,  e x p e c tin g   e v e ry   d a y   som e  c h a n g o   in   h is fo rtu n e s ,  t i l l   th e   fa t a l  m o m e n t  a t   le n g th   a r r iv e d   w h e n lie   p a id   h is   la s t  m a r k   f o r   h is   lu n c h   in   th o   m o u n ta in s ,  a n d fo u n d   h im s e lf  face  to   fa ce   w it h   a n   e m p ty   e x c h e q u e r,  a n d n o t h in g   o n   e a rth   to   g e t  b a c k   to   E n g la n d   w it h . 

I t   w a s   a  W e d n e s d a y   w h e n   th e   fa c t  o f  h is   u t t e r   p e n u r y fo rc e d   i t s e l f   f in a lly   u p o n   h im . 

l i e   p a id   h is   b i l l   b y   th o  

w e e k ,  a n d   he   h a d   s t i l l   t i l l   M o n d a y   n e x t   b e fo re   lie   w o u ld s ta n d   in   u r g e n t  lic o d   o f   m o n e y . 

M o n d a y   w a s   p a y -d a y , 

a n d   h is   t im e  w o u ld   bo  u p   ;  i t   w o u ld   th e n   be  e it h e r   s tu m p u p   o r   g o ;  o n   M o n d a y   h e   m u s t  c o n fr o n t  th e   la s t  a b y s s   o f p o v e r ty . 

T o   t h a t   e x te n t  o n ly ,  G u y   h a d   g o t  in t o   d e b t. 

So  I  

t h i n k   y o u   w i l l   a d m it  w i t h   m e  h is   o ffe n ce   w a s   a  v e n ia l o n e . 

O n   T h u r s d a y   he  w e n t  to   w o r k   on   th e   P e te rs b e rg as  u s u a l. 

l i e   w a s   o u t w a r d ly   c a lm  —  b u t   h o   a te   n o  

lu n c h e o n . 

I n   p o in t   o f   fa c t,  h e   h a d n ’ t   a  p fe n n ig   to   g e t o n e   w it h . 

l i e   m ig h t   h a v e   a s k e d   fo r   s o m e th in g   a t  th e h o te l,  a n d   ta k e n   i t   w i t h   h im   to   th o   h i l l t o p ;   b u t   t h a t w o u ld   h a v e   been  a  d e v ia tio n   f r o m   h is   o r d in a r y   r o u t in e ; 
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t lio   “ a iT iin g o m c n t”   a t  th o   B e r lin e i’- I I o f   in c lu d e d   o n ly th e   e a r ly   coffee  a n d   a  s im p le   la te   d in n e r ;   a n d   ( l a y   f e lt t h a t   to   a s k   fo r  a n y t h in g   m o re   in   h is   p re s e n t  im p o c u n io u s c o n d itio n   o f   p o c k e t  w o u ld   be   n o t h in g   s h o rt  o f   r o b b in g th e   la n d lo r d . 

l i e   w a s  r o b b in g   h im   as  i t   w a s ,  to   be  s u r e ; 

b u t  th e n ,  th a t  w a s   in e v ita b le   :  he   d id n 't   lik o   to  a d d   b y  a n y u n u s u a l  d e m a n d   to   th e   w e ig h t   o f   h is   p r o b a b ly   in s o lu b lo in d e b te d n e s s . 

O n   F r id a y   m o r n in g   h o   w o k e   u p   ra v e n o u s . 

W h a t   w a s 

a  r o l l   a n d   coffee  to   a  v ig o ro u s   y o u n g   m a n   lik e   h im ,  w it h y e s to r d a y ’ s  u n a p p e a se d   h u n g e r   s t i l l   k e e n ly   w h e t t in g   th e e d g e   o f  h is   a p p e tite ? 

U n s a tis fie d   a n d   d e s p o n d e n t,  he 

t o ile d   u p   th e   P e te rs b e rg   once  m o re — n o t  fo r   s u c h   as  h im t h e   a r is to c r a tic   jo y s   o f   th e   c o g -w h e e l  r a ilw a y   ;  a n d   in th e   e ye   o f   th e   s u n   h o   p a in te d   a ll  d a y   w i t h   u n a b a te d a rd o u r  a t  h is   “  S eve n   M o u n ta in s .”   H o   p a in te d   w i t h   w ild e n e rg y ,  im p e lle d   b y   w a n t   o f   food  a n d   in t e r n a l  c r a v in g . 

I t   s u ite d   h is   th e m e , 

l i e   g o t  lig h t s   u p o n   th e   L iiw e n b u r g  

t h a t   lie   n e v e r  c o u ld   h a v e   g o t  a ft e r   a  h e a r ty   d in n e r ;   he to u c h e d   in   som e  a u tu m n   t in t s   a m o n g   th e   w o o d s   o n   th e D ra c h c n fe ls   to o   p o e tic a l  fo r   a  m a n   w h o   has  e a te n   a n d d r u n k   o f   G e rm a n   sausage  a n d   fo a m in g   r ils o n o r . 

A t   th e  

sam e  tim e ,  G u y   w a s  c o n s cio u s   to   h im s e lf   th a t  h u n g e r  w a s r a p id ly   t u r n i n g   h im   in t o   a  r a b id   S o c ia lis t. 

H it h e r t o ,   as 

becom es  a n   a r t is t ,   ho  h a d   b e lie v e d   o n   tiro   w h o le   i n   o u r e x is t in g   s o c ia l  a n d   p o lit ic a l  in s t i t u t i o n s — b a r o n ia l castles, lo r d s   a n d   la d ie s   g a y   in   e x q u is ite   p a in ta b lo   s ilk s   a n d s a tin s ,  th e   a g re e a b le   v a r ie t y   im p a r te d   to   li f e   b y   p le a s in g d is tin c tio n s   o f   r a n k   a n d   w e a lth ,  th e   p ic tu ro s q u o   ra g s a n d   s w e e t tu m b le - d o w n   c o tta g e s  o f a  c o n te n te d   p e a s a n try . 

B u t   n o w ,  w h e n   th o   u n e q u a l  d is t r ib u t io n   o f  w e a lth   b e g a n to   a ffe c t  h im   p e rs o n a lly ,  ho  f e l t   w h e re   th o   shoo  p in c h e d , a n d   re a liz e d   w i t h   a  s u d d e n   re v u ls io n   o f  fo o lin g   t h a t   th e re w a s   s o m e th in g   ro tte n   i n   th e   s ta te   o f   o u r  D e n m a rk . 

H e  

s a id   to   h im s e lf   m o re   th a n   o n ce   he  w a s n ’ t   o n e   o f  y o u r v ile   R a d ic a ls   w h o   w a n t   to   u p s e t  e v e r y t h in g — th e  C h u rc h , 
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t h e   th ro n e ,  th e   p e e ra g e ,  th e   c a th e d ra ls ,  a r t ,   lit e r a t u r e , a n d   s cie nce ,  a t  one  f o il  b lo w ;  b u t   h e   c e r t a in ly   w ould  lik o to   see  a  fre s h   d e a l  o f  th e   m o n e y . 

T o u r is t s   s tr o lle d   u p ,  j i n g l i n g   th e   n ic k e ls   in   t h e ir p o c k e ts ;  th e y   s a t  d o w n   a t  th e   te rra c e   o f   th e   h o te l  o n   th e h i l l t o p — th e   in e v ita b le   “  ro s ta u r a tio n  ”   o f e v e ry   G e rm a n p o in t   o f   v ie w — a n d   o rd e re d   b e e fs te a k s   a n d   R h in o   w in o w i t h   a  l o r d ly   carele ssn ess  w h ic h   to   G u y ,  in   h is   p re s e n t s tr a its ,  seem ed  p o s it iv e ly   in h u m a n . 

W h y   s h o u ld   th e s e  

p a m p e re d   c re a tu re s   th u s   f la u n t   t h e ir   w e a lth   b e fo re   th o e ye s  o f   m o re   d e s e rv in g   th o u g h   less  s u c c e s s fu l  fe llo w b e in g s ?   T o   bo  s u re ,  i n   th e   d a y s   o f   h is   o w n   o p u le n c e , w h e n   h o   s t i l l   h a d   a  fiv e -p o u n d   n o te   o f  h is   o w n   in   h is p o c k e t,  G u y   h a d   o fte n   d o n e   th o   sam e  s o rt  o f   t h in g   h im s e lf,  a n d   th o u g h t   no   i l l   o f   i t . 

B u t   h u n g e r   is   a  g re a t 

te a c h e r  o f   a d v a n c e d   p o lit ic a l  e c o n o m y   to   m e n . 

A s   ho 

p a in te d   a n d   s ta rv e d ,  w i t h   th o   v is io n   o f   M o n d a y ’s  b i l l f lo a tin g   e v e r  b e fo re   h is   eyes,  G u y   L e t h b r id g e   f e l t   ho  w a s s in k in g   b y   r a p id   a n d   u n c o n tr o lla b le   sta g es  in t o   abysses o f  p u ro   u n a d u lte r a te d   C o m m u n is m . 

F r id a y ’ s  d in n e r   s e rv e d   o n ly   to   m a k e   h im   fe e l  m o re c o n s cio u s   th a n   o v e r  o n   S a tu rd a y   o f  a n   a c h in g   v o id . 

H o  

w a s   t ir e d   as  w e ll  as  h u n g r y   w h e n   h e   re a c h e d   th o   h i l l to p  ;  h is   h a n d   w a s   f a r   fro m   b e in g   s te a d y   e n o u g h   f o r p u rp o se s   o f   p a in tin g . 

N e v e rth e le s s ,  he   w o r k e d   o n,  th o s o  

a u tu m n   t in t s   g lo w in g  b r ig h t e r   th a n   e v e r  as  th e   a fte rn o o n w o re   a w a y . 

A b o u t  f o u r   o’c lo c k ,  a n   E n g lis h m a n ,  w h o m  

h o   h a d   seen  m o re   th a n   once  a t   th o   B e r lin e r - I I o f ,   s tr o lle d c a s u a lly   u p   to   h im . 

G u y   d is lik e d   t h a t   E n g lis h m a n  ;  ho  

w a s   t a l l   a n d   b lu s t e r in g ,   a n d   h a d   a n   in e ffa b lo   a ir   o f w e a lth y   in s o le n c e ,  w h ic h   in   G u y ’s  p re s e n t  m o o d   seem ed p e c u lia r ly   o ffe n s iv e   to   h im . 

H e   w a s   c lo th e d   in   p u r p le  

a n d   fin e   lin e n ,  a n d   fa re d   s u m p tu o u s ly   o v e ry   n ig h t   o ff ro a s t  p h e a s a n t  a n d   I le id s ie c k ’s  d r y   m o n o p o le . 

B u t   th is  

a fte rn o o n   he   c am e   u p   w i t h   h is   h a n d s   in   h is   p o c k e ts ,  a n d in s p e c te d   G u y ’ s  p ic t u r e   w i t h   th e   a ir   o f   a  c o n n o is s e u r. 
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“  J o lly   g o o d   l i g h t   on   th e   T h in g u m b o b - b e r g ,”   ho  s a id , s h u t tin g   o no  e y e   a n d   s u r v e y in g   i t   c r i t ic a lly . 

“   Y o u ’ ve 

c a u g h t  th e   c o lo u r  w e ll.  I f   y o u   go   o n   lik e   t h a t ,   in   th e c o u rs e   o f   a  c e n tu r y   o r  so  y o u   o u g h t,  I   s h o u ld   s a y ,  to m a k o   a  p a in te r .” 

G u y   w a s  a n n o y e d   a t th e  m a n   fo r t h is  c o m p la c e n t speech  ; f o r   in   h is   o w n   o p in io n ,  th o u g h   h e   w a s   b y   n o   m e an s  c o n c e ite d ,  h e   w a s  a  p a in te r   a lre a d y .  So  h e   d re w   h im s e lf   u p , a n d   a n s w e re d   s t if f ly ,   “  I ’ m   g la d   y o u   lik e   th e   l i g h t ;  I ’ ve s p e n t  som e  p a in s   on  i t . ” 

“ P a i n s ! ”   th e   s tr a n g e r   ech oe d. 

“ I   s h o u ld   t h i n k   y o u  

j u s t   h a d . 

I t   s u rp ris e s   m e,  th e   tr o u b le   y o u   fe llo w s   w i l l ta k e   o v e r  th e   c o rn e r  o f   a  p ic tu r e . 

I t ’s  th e   r i g h t   w a y ,  o f  

c o u rs e ;  t h a t ’s  h o w   p ic tu re s   a re   m a d e ;  y o u   c a n ’ t   m a ke  

’e m   a n y   o th e r  w a y   ;  b u t    I  c o u ld n ’ t  d o   i t ,   b le ss  y o u — I ’m s u c h   a j o l l y  la /.y  b e g g a r— f id d lin g   a n d   f a d d lin g   f o r  a w e e k a t   a  t im e   o v e r  a tre e   o r  a  t r in k e t .   I   n e v e r  d id   a  s tro k e   o f w o r k   in   m y   lif e ,   m y s e lf,  a n d   I   a d m ir e   y o u   fe llo w s   w h o c a n ;  y o u   m u s t  h a v e   s u c h   a  p re c io u s   re s e rv e   o f   e n e rg y .” 

A n d   he   to o k   o u t   a  fir s t - r a t e   c ig a r   fro m   h is   case  as  he s po ke,  a n d   p ro ce e d e d ,  w i t h   e la b o ra te   d a w d lin g ,  to   lig h t, it . 

T o   G u y ,  w h o se   p o o r  p ip e   h a d   b e e n   s to p p e d   fo r   th re e w e e ks , th e   m e re   s m e ll o f  t h a t  c ig a r  w a s  p o s itiv e  p u r g a to r y . 

T h e   s tra n g e r,  h o w e v e r,  w a s   in   n o   h u r r y   to   go. 

H e   s a t 

d o w n   o n   a  ro c k ,  a n d   b e g a n   c o n v e rs in g   a b o u t  A r t ,   o f w h ic h ,  in d e e d ,  G u y   w a s   fo rc e d   s o m e w h a t  g r u d g in g ly   to a d m it  h e   w a s n ’ t   w h o lly   ig n o r a n t . 

L i t t l e   b y   l i t t l e ,   a ft e r  

a   w h ile ,  th e   t a l k   g lid e d   o il’  in t o   o th e r   c h a n n e ls . 

T r u e , 

G u y ’s  p a r t   in   i t   w a s   m a in ly   m o n o s y lla b ic ;  b u t   th e s tr a n g e r,  w h o   h a d   b e e n   p u t  in t o   c o n v e rs a tio n a l  cue  b y   a b o t t le   o f   goo d   w in e   a t  th e   r e s ta u r a tio n   h a rd   b y ,  m a d e   u p f o r   a ll d e fic ie n c ie s   o n   h is   n e ig h b o u r’s  p a r t   b y   a v e r y   fr a n k g a rru lo u s n e s s .  I n   th e   c o u rs e   o f  c o n v e rs a tio n ,  i t   g r a d u a lly cam e  o u t   t h a t   th e   s tr a n g e r   w a s   a  la n d e d   p r o p r ie t o r   o f m eans,  i n   th e   h o rs e y   in te r e s t.  I l i s   t a l k   w as  o f  races.  H e w o n d e re d   fe llo w s   c o u ld   s p e n d   s u c h   a  l o t   o f   tim e   d o in g   a
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r e a lly   goo d   p ic t u r e   lik e   t h a t   f o r   a  m is e ra b le   h u n d r e d   o r so— h o w   i t   m a de   G u y ’s  m o u th   w a te r  !— w h e n   h o   h im s e lf h a d   w o n   t w e n t y   p o n io s   la s t  w e e k ,  o v e r  a  s p e c ia l  t i p   f o r th e   L e g e r,  as  e asy  as  lo o k   a t  i t . 

l i e   w e n t   o n   to   t a l k   o f 

so  m a n y   w in n in g s   a n d   so  lo w   lo s in g s ,  t h a t   G u y ’s  n e w ly -  

k in d le d   d e m o c ra tic   fire   b la z e d   u p   fie rc e r  th a n   e ve r. 

T h a t   e v e n in g ,  a t  th e   B e r li n e r - l l o f ,   G u y   w a tc h e d   th e s tr a n g e r  fro m   h is   m o d e s t  ta b le   in   th o   c o rn e r,  h o b n o b b in g o v e r  a  c o u p le   o f   b o ttle s   o f   s p a r k lin g   M o s e lle ,  w i t h   tw o G e rm a n   o ffic e rs,  w h o se   a c q u a in ta n c e   he   h a d   p ic k e d   u p q u ite   c a s u a lly   in   th e   r e s ta u r a n t.  l i e   w a s   t a lk in g  G e rm a n f lu e n t ly   a t  th e   to p   o f   h is   v o ic e ,  la u g h in g   lo u d ly   b e tw e e n w h ile s ,  a n d   o ffe r in g   to   b e t  e v e ry b o d y   a  h u n d r e d   m a rk s e ve n ,  on   w h a te v e r   tu r n e d   u p ,  w i t h   h ila r io u s   in c o n s e q ue nce.  A   h u n d r e d   m a rk s   w o u ld   h a v e   re lie v e d   p o o r  G u y fro m   a ll   h is   e m b a rra s s m e n ts . 

H e   w a s   a lm o s t  te m p te d   to  

ta k e   th e   m a n   on  spec,  m o re   th a n   once,  a n d   p o c k e t  i t   i f   ho w o n ,  o r  o w e   i t ,   i f   h e   lo s t,  to   h im . 

B u t   t h a t   w o u ld   bo 

m e a n — n a y ,  m o re ,  w o u ld   be  ro b b e ry . 

N o t  s u c h   th e   s t u f f   o f  w h ic h   to   m a k e   a  s u c c e s s fu l b u r g la r . 

A s   G u y   w e n t  u p s ta irs   to   h is   ro o m   t h a t   n ig h t ,  ho   p au se d to   a s k   th e   la n d lo r d   th e   r ic h   s tr a n g e r ’s  n a m e .  G e rm a n   as he   w a s ,  th e   la n d lo r d   g a v e   i t   w i t h   th e   b a te d   b re a th   o f   an E n g lis h m a n :  “  S ir   I t ic h a r d   L a v e r s ,”   he   a n s w e re d ,  in   a m o s t  d e fe r e n tia l  to n e . 

A   m a n   w h o   ca n   d r i n k   c h a m p a g n e  

lik e   t h a t ,   o f  co u rs e ,  secures  th e   re s p e c t  o f  e v e ry   r ig h t -  

m in d e d   la n d lo r d . 

G u y  s a t  u p  la te   in   h is  ro o m , f u l l   o f  m in g le d  p e r p le x itie s . 

H o   c o u ld n ’ t   g o   to   b e d ;  b u t   a b o u t  h a lf- p a s t  te n   th e   m o o n l i g h t   o n   th o   r iv e r   w a s   so  e x q u is it e ly   b e a u t if u l  t h a t   ho s to le   d o w n   to   th e   b a lc o n y   o n   th e   f ir s t   flo o r  to   a d m ire   it . 

l i e   s to o d   th e re   lo n g ,  m a k in g   n o te s   f u r   f u t u r e   p ic tu re s . 

T h e   b a lc o n y   ru n s   a lo n g   th e   w h o le   s o u th   s id e   o f   th o B e r lin e r - H o f ,   lo o k in g   o u t  o n   th e   l i l i i n o   a n d   th e   Seven M o u n ta in s . 

G u y   p aced   i t   to   th e   e n d   a b o u t  h a lf-p a s t
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e le v e n . 

T h e   la s t  w in d o w   to w a rd s   th e   w e s t  s to o d   open 

d o w n   to   th e   b a lc o n y   ;  G u y   g la n c e d   in   as  h e   passed,  a n d h e a rd   lo u d ,  s te rto ro u s   b r e a t h in g , 

lie   re c o g n iz e d   t h a t  

s to u t  s n o re .  I t   w as  th e   E n g lis h   b a ro n e t’s. 

Som e  n am e less  c u r io s it y   ina d o   h im   p e e r  in to   th e   b e d ro o m . 

T h e   m o o n lig h t  w a s   flo o d in g   i t ,   so  t h a t   ho   c o u ld see  e v e r y t h in g   a lm o s t  as  w e ll  as  i f   i t   h a d   been  d a y .  I n th e   c o r n e r  s to o l  th o   bed,  a n d   th e   s tra n g e r’s  c lo th e s   w o re f lu n g   c a re le s s ly   on   a  c h a ir ;   b u t   on   th o   ta b lo   close  b y  G u y o b s e rv e d ,  a t  a  g la n c e ,  h is   w a tc h ,  a  p u rs e ,  a  fe w   tu m b le d p a p e rs. 

T h a t   p u rs e   c o n ta in e d , no   d o u b t, w h a t  re m a in e d   o f  those p o n ie s   h e   h a d   w o n   on   th e   S t.  L e g e r.  I t   c o n ta in e d   th o ill- g o t t e n   w e a lth   o f   th o s e   n ig h ts   a t  th e   c lu b ,  o f   w ho se b a c c a ra t  lie   h a d   s p o k e n   th a t  a fte rn o o n   w i t h   s u c h   u n h o ly g u s to . 

A   lo a n   o f  a  f iv e r   w o u ld   j u s t   th e n   bo  o f   in c a lc u la b le   b e n e fit  to   G u y . 

W h e n   ho   s o ld   th o   S eve n   M o u n ta in s   f o r   t h a t   p a lt r y   tw o   h u n d re d ,  as  th o   b a ro n e t  c a lle d   i t  

— th o u g h   f i f t y   p o u n d s   w o u ld   h a v e   e xce ed ed   G u y ’s  u tm o s t e x p e c ta tio n s — he   c o u ld   re p a y   th o   u n w i l l i n g   lo a n   w it h t w e n t y  p e r  c e n t,  in te re s t.  T o   b o rro w  in   d ir e  d is tre s s   fro m a  m a n   w h o   confesses  h e   n e v e r  d id   a  s tro k e   o f   h o n e s t  w o r k in   h is   lif e ,   a n d   w h o   liv e s   lik e   a c a n k e r  on   th o   e a rn in g s   o f th e   c o m m u n ity ,  w a s  s u r e ly   n o   c rim e . 

I t   w o u ld   d o   t h is  

fo llo w   good  to   be   s tin te d   in   h is   d r in k   fo r   th re e   d a y s   in   a w e e k .  J u s t   a  h u n d r e d   m a rk s  !  A n d   he   w o u ld   n e v e r  m iss th e m   ! 

T h e   a r t is t ic   te m p e ra m e n t  m u s t  n o t  be   ju d g e d   too s e v e re ly   b y   th e   s te rn   m o ra lis t. 

I t   a cts  u p o n   im p u ls e , 

a n d   re p e n ts   a t  le is u re .  N e x t  m o m e n t,  G u y   fo u n d   h im s e lf s ix   paces  in   th e   ro o m ,  h is   h a n d   o n   th e   p u rs e ,  h is   h e a rt b e a tin g   h ig h ,  th e n   s ta n d in g   s t i l l   w it h in   h im . 

l i e   m e a n t  to   o p e n   i t   a n d   ta k e   o u t a  h u n d re d   m a rk s ,  l i e w o u ld   p a y   h is   b i l l   n e x t   d a y ,  set  o u t   f o r   C o lo g n e ,  a n d send  S ir   R ic h a r d   a  w r it t e n   a c k n o w le d g m e n t  o f  th e   s u m a b s tra c te d . 

T h e   fe llo w ,   th o u g h   b lu s te r in g ,  w a s  g o o d -
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h u m o u re d   e n o u g h . 

l i e   w o u ld   u n d e rs ta n d   t h is   rn o v o ; 

n a y ,  s y m p a th iz e   w i t h   its   b o ld n e s s ,  it s   s lig h t   tin g e   o f   th e a d v e n tu ro u s . 

J u s t   as  h e   t h o u g h t   th is ,  th o   s te rto ro u s   b r e a th in g   g r e w s u d d e n ly   less  r e g u la r . 

S o m e th in g   tu r n e d   h e a v ily   in   th e  

b e d   in   th e   c o rn e r. 

I t   w a s  n o w   o r   n e v e r— a n d   th e   p u rs e  

w o u ld n ’ t   o p e n ! 

I t   h a d   o no  o f   th e s e   n a s ty   n e w -fa n g le d  

clasps. 

W h y   do   p e o p lo   a lw a y s   t r y   to   m a k e   li f o   m o ro c o m p le x   f o r   u s?   D o   w h a t  he  w o u ld ,  he   c o u ld n ’ t   o p e n   i t . 

M o ro   r u s t lin g  in  th o  b o d   ;  G u y  g r e w  n e rv o u s   a n d  a sh am e d . 

G re a t  h ea ve ns  !  W h a t   w a s   t h is  ?  T h e   m a n   w o u ld   a w a k e , a n d   ta k e   h im   f o r   a  b u r g l a r ! 

A n d   a  b u r g la r   ho   w a s ,  in   t r u t h   a n d   d e e d ! 

A s   ljo  

re a liz e d   t h a t   id e a   ho   re c o ile d   w i t h   h o rr o r . 

B e fo re   ho   c o u ld   c o lle c t  h im s e lf,  h o w e v e r ;  b e fo re   he c o u ld   d r a w b a c k   fro m   t h is   h a lf-u n c o m p le te d   c r im e ;   b e fo re he   c o u ld   le t   con scie nce   g e t  th o   b e tte r   o f   im p u ls e — w h y , th e   m a n   in   th e   b e d  g a v e   a n o th e r s h a rp   t u r n ,  a n d ,  s c a rc e ly k n o w in g   w h a t  he   d id ,  G u y ,  in s te a d   o f   d r o p p in g   th e in c r im in a t in g   p u rs e ,  c lu tc h e d   i t   t i g h t   in   h is   h a n d ,  a n d d a rte d   b a c k   on  to   th e   b a lc o n y . 

T h e n c e ,  m a d d e n e d   b y  

th o   w ild   sense  o f   som e  one  u n s e e n   p u r s u in g   h im ,  he d a s h e d   a w a y   to   th o   passage  d o o r,  a lo n g   th o   d im ,  d a r k c o r r id o r ,  s tu m b le d   u p   th o   g re a t  s ta irs ,  a n d   g ro p e d   h is w a y ,  in   an  a g o n y   o f h o r r o r ,  in t o   h is   o w n   b e d ro o m . 

O n ce   a r r iv e d   th e re ,  h e   lo c k e d   a n d   d o u b le -lo c k e d   th o d o o r,  flu n g   t h a t   h a te fu l  p u rs e   o n   th e   ta b le   in   th e   d a r k , a n d   s a n k   o n   to   th e   sofa  i n   a  t u m u l t   o f   re m o rs e ,  a la rm , a n d   te r r o r .   I f   he   h a d n ’ t   b ee n   a n   a r t is t ,   in d e e d ,  he   w o u ld n e v e r  h a v e   d re a m t  in   th e   f ir s t   in s ta n c e   o f  t a k in g   i t . 

I t  

w a s   t h a t   im p u ls iv e   a r t is t ic   n a tu r e   t h a t   m is le d   h im   in t o t r a n s la t in g   h is   n e w   p o lit ic a l  th e o rie s   fro m   th e   d o m a in   o f a b s tra c t  h y p o th e s is   to   th e   s o lid   re g io n   p u n is h a b le   b y   th o R e v is e d   C r im in a l  C ode  o f   G e rm a n y . 

F o r   m a n y   m in u te s  

h e   s a t  th e re ,  w o n d e rin g ,  d o u b tin g ,  fe a r in g  ;  h a d   th e   m a n in   th e   b e d   p e rc e iv e d   h im ?   h a d   h o   re c o g n iz e d   w h o   i t   w a s ? 
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w o n k l  lie   raiBO  th o   w lio lo   h ou se   a g a in s t  th o   a m a te u r b u r g la r ? 

A n d ,  oh,  w h a te v e r   c am o   o f   i t ,   le t   conso- 

quonoes  a lo n e ,  w h a t  h a te fu l  t h i n g   w a s   t h is   h e   h a d   been so  h a s t ily   le d   in t o ? 

l i e   h o ld   h is   b r o w   in   h is   h a n d s   a n d  

lo o k e d   b la n k ly   in t o   th e   d a r k . 

H o   f e lt   h im s e lf   a  t h i e f ! 

H o   despise d   h is   o w n   a c t  w i t h   a ll  th o   c o n te m p t  a n d lo a t h in g   o f  w h ic h   h is   n a tu r e   w a s   c a p a b le . 

A t   la s t  lie   s u m m o n e d   u p   c o u ra g e   to   l i g h t   th o   c a n d le , a n d   in   a  m e c h a n ic a l  s o r t  o f  w a y ,  o u t  o f  p u ro   c u r io s ity , b e g a n   to   o x a m in o   th e   c o n te n ts   o f   th o   p u rs o   h o   h a d   s to lo n . 

AVorso  a n d   w o r s e ! 

T h is   w a s   h o r r i b l e !  G e rm a n   g o ld , 

E n g lis h   b a n k -n o te s ,  le tte r s   o f   c r e d it,  fo r e ig n   b ills   o f o.xchange, b a n k e rs ’  c h e q u o s — u n t o ld   w e a lth   in   e v e ry   fo rm a n d   v a r ie t y   o f   c u rro n c y . 

T h o   m a n   m u s t  h a v e   c a r rie d  

som e  s e v e n   o r  e ig h t   h u n d r e d   p o u n d s   a b o u t  h is   p e rs o n . 

A n d   t h a t   w a s n ’ t   a ll,   e ith e r . 

T h e r o   w o re   le t t e r s   in   th o  

p u rs e ,  to o — le tte r s   w h ic h ,  o f   co u rse ,  G u y   c o u ld n ’ t   d re a m o f   lo o k in g   a t ;   f o r   ho  w as  a  g e n tle m a n   s t i l l ,   o v e n   th o u g h ho   w a s   a  c r im in a l. 

L e tte r s   a n d   m e m o ra n d a ,  a n d   l i t t l e  

k n ic k - k n a c k s   a n d   tr in k e t s ,   a n d — w h a t   to u c h e d   G u y   to th e   h e a rt  lik e   th o   t h r u s t   o f   a  s h a rp   k n if o — o ne  lo c k   o f   a c h ild ’s  l i g h t   h a ir ,   h a lf - p r o tr u d in g   fr o m   a  p a p e r. 

S tu n g  

w i t h   w o rs o   re m o rs e   th a n   b e fo re ,  th o   c o n s c ie n c e -s tric k e n b u r g la r   b u n d le d   th e m   b a c k   in t o   th e   p u rs e ,  fe e lin g   h o t  in th o   face  a t  th is   u n w a r r a n ta b le   in t r u s io n  on  a n o th e r  m a n ’s p riv a c y . 

T o   e ffe c t  an   in v o lu n t a r y   lo a u   u p o n   a  s le e p in g f e llo w - c itiz e n ,  o v e rb u rd o n e d   w i t h   to o   m u c h   w e a lth ,  a n d u n d u ly  s u r fe ite d  w it h   m o re   th a n   h is  s h a re   o f o u r   u n e a rn e d in c r e m e n t,  seem ed  to   G u y   in   h is   p re s o n t  c o m m u n is tic m o o d   a  v e r y   s m a ll  m a t t e r ;  b u t   to   g o   p r y in g   in t o   a n o th e r m a n ’ s  le tte r s ,  h is   d o c u m e n ts ,  h is   k e e p s a ke s ,  h is   m o s t sacre d   d e p o s its — t h a t   w a s   u n p a rd o n a b le   c rim e ,  w h ic h   h is v e r y   s o u l  s h r a n k   fro m . 

I t   w a s   im p o s s ib le   f o r   h im ,  th e n ,  to   k e e p   .S ir  R ic h a r d ’s b e lo n g in g s .  H e   b e g a n   to   re flo c t  w i t h   deep  r e g r e t   on   th e in c o n v e n ie n c e   i t   w o u ld   cause  a n y   m a n   to   b e   s u d d e n ly a
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d e p riv e d ,  at.  a  s in g lo   sw o o p ,  o f   e ig h t   h u n d r e d   p o u n d s, h is   p a s s p o rt,  a n d   h is   v i s i t i n g   c a rd s . 

F o r   i t   w a s   a  h ig , 

f a t   p u rs e ,  o f   m o st  c a p a c io u s   d im e n s io n s ;  a n d   i t   c o n ta in e d a lm o s t  e v e r y t h in g   o f  a  m e rc a n tile   o r  id o n lif ic a t o r y   n a tu re w h ic h   S ir   R ic h a r d   to o k   a b o u t  w i t h   h im . 

B e sid e s,  th e re  

w o re   th o   le tte r s ,  th e   lo c k   o f   h a ir ,   th e   k n ic k - k n a c k s .  T o h i t   a  fo llo w   in   th o   p u rs o   is   a ll  v e r y   w e ll  in   it s   w a y ,  lm t to   h i t   h im   in   th o   a ffe c tio n s   is   u n ju s t if ia b lo   m eanness. 

C om o   w h a t  m ig h t ,   G u y   f e l t   th e re   w a s   h u t   ono  t h i n g   n o w le f t   fo r  i t . 

H o   m u s t  g o   s t r a ig h t   d o w n s ta ir s   a g a in ,  in  

s p ito   o f   sh a m o   o r   e x p o s u ro ,  a n d   re s to re   t h a t   p u rs o ,  i l l -  

g o tte n   g a in s   a n d   a ll,   to   t h a t   b lo o d -s u c k e r  o f  a n   o v il  a n d in e q u ita b le   s o c ia l  s y s te m ,  it s   la w f u l  o w n e r. 

H o   o p o n o d   th o   d o o r  o nce   m o re ,  a n d   pee re d   o u t  g r im ly i n t o   th o   passage. 

W it h   head  on   ono  s id e ,  ho  s tr a in e d   h is  

o a r  a n d   lis te n e d . 

N o t  a  s o u n d   in   th o   h o u s e ;  n o t  a 

c ro a tu ro   s t i r r i n g   a n y w h e re .  W i t h   th e   p u rs e   in   o n e   h a n d , w h ile   h o   h e ld   h is   b e a tin g   h e a rt  to   k e e p   i t   s f i l l   in   th o o th e r ,  G u y   c re p t  a lo n g   th o   d a r k   passage,  a n d   s to le s t e a lt h ily   d o w n   th o   s ta irs ,  th a t   c re a k e d   as  he  w e n t  w i t h th o s e   p is to l- s h o t  c re a k s   p e c u lia r   to   s ta ir s   in   th o   n ig h t w h e n   y o u ’ re   t r y i n g   to   tre a d   s o f t ly . 

I n   th o   c o r r id o r  

b e lo w   ho  c o u ld   see  h is   w a y  b e tte r ,  f o r   th e   m o o n lig h t  fro m th e   open  w in d o w   a t  th o   e n d   o f   i t   g u id e d   h im . 

l i e  

s te p p e d   o u t  o n   to   th e   b a lc o n y ,  a n d   w a lk e d   w it h   a  t h r o b b in g   b re a s t  to   S ir   R ic h a r d ’s  w in d o w . 

O h ,  m e r c y !  i t   w a s  

c lo s e d .  N o   ch a n co   o f  r e s tit u tio n . 

l i e   t r ie d   i t   w it h   h is  

h a n d ;  i t   w a s   fa s te n e d   fr o m   w i t h i n . 

T h o   s le e p e r  m u s t 

h a v e   ris e n ,  ro u s e d   b y   h is   f l ig h t ,   a n d   s h u t  it . 

F o r   a  m in u te   o r   tw o   G u y   h e s ita te d . 

S h o u ld   ho  ra p   a t 

th o   panes,  a n d   t r y   to   a t t r a c t   th o   m a n ’s  a tt e n t io n  ?  B u t n o ;  to   do   t h a t   w o u ld   bo  to   expose  h im s e lf   u n n e c e s s a rily to   a s s a u lt  a n d   b a t t e r y ;   a n d   i f   p u rs e s   a re   sacre d,  o u r p e rs o n s   a re   s u r e ly   a  g ro a t  d e a l  s a c re d e r. 

A f t e r   a  b r ie f  

d e b a te   on   th e   b a lc o n y   in   th e   c o ld ,  G u y   cam e  to   th e   con c lu s io n   t h a t   i t   w o u ld   be  w is e s t  n o w   to   r e t u r n   to   h is
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o w n   ro o m   nn<l  w a it   fo r  th e   m o r n in g   b e fo re   m a k in g   r e s tit u t io n . 

I I o   d id n ’ t   u n d re ss   t h a t   n ig h t :   lie   flu n g   h im s e lf  o n   th e lie d ,  a n d   tossed  a n d   tu r n e d   in   a  fe v e r  o f   d o u b t  t i l l m o rn in g . 

V e r y   e a r ly   he   ro se   u p ,  a n d   w a sh e d   a n d  dressed h im s e lf. 

T h e n ,  as  soon  ns  ho   th o u g h t   th e ro   w a s  a n y  

chaneo  o f   S ir   R ic h a r d   b e in g   a b o u t,  ho  w a lk e d   b o ld ly d o w n   ( lie   s ta irs ,  a n d ,  w i t h   t r e m b lin g   sto p s,  m ade  f o r   th e m a n ’s  b e d ro o m . 

IFo  k n o c k e d   a t  th e   d o o r  tw ic e ,  r a th e r   lo u d ly . 

N o  

a n s w e r. 

W a s   th e   fo llo w   a sle e p   s t i l l ,   th e n ? 

H a d n ’ t   h o  

d ozed   o ff   th e   e ffe cts   o f   th a t   s p a r k lin g   M o s e lle   y e t? 

G u y  

k n o c k e d   a  t h i r d   tim e ,  s t i l l   lo u d e r  th a n   b e fo re ,  and  g o t  no re spo nse . 

IIo   tu r n e d   th e   h a n d le   s lig h t ly ,   a n d   pee pe d  

i n t o   th e   ro o m . 

T lio   b e d   w as  e m p ty . 

S ir  I lic h a r d   m u s t 

be  u p ,  a n d   m u s t  h a v e   m is s e d   h is   m o n e y . 

W it h   h e a rt  o n   fire ,  th e   u n h a p p y  y o u n g   b u r g la r   h u r r ie d d o w n   th e   f r o n t   s ta irs ,  e x p e c tin g   to   f in d   th e   p o lic o   a lr e a d y on  h is   tra c k . 

T h e   m a n   m u s t  lia v o   m is s e d   h is   p u rs e ,  a n d  

ris e n   e a r ly   in   s e a rc h   o f   i t ! 

A s   ho  w e n t,  a  jo v ia l  v o ic e  

s o u n d e d   lo u d   in   th e   office. 

“ I t ’s  m y   o w n   f a u lt ,   o f  

co u rs e ,”   th e   v o ic e   w a s   s a y in g ,  g o o d -h u m o u re d ly ,  in   v e r y b lu f f  E n g lis h . 

“ 1  d o n ’ t   b la m e   a n y b o d y   else  f o r   it . 

I ’ m 

a fr a id   I   g o t  a  l i t t l e   to o   m u c h   o f   t h a t   j o l l y   g o o d   M o s e lle o f   y o u rs   o n   b o a rd   la s t  n ig h t,   H e r r   L a n d lo r d   ;  a n d   th e G e rm a n   o ffic e rs   a n d   I   to o k   to   b a lly - r a g g in g   in   th e b illia r d - r o o m ;   a n d   b y   th e   t im e   1  w e n t   to   b e d ,  1  d o n ’ t d e n y   I   w a s   a  t r i f l e   to p -h e a v y . 

B u t   I   w a n te d   to   p a y   m y  

b i l l   a n d   g o   o ff  t h is   m o r n in g ,  f o r   I   h a v e   a  s e rio u s   a p p o in tm e n t  on   M o n d a y   in   L o n d o n . 

I t ’s  a w k w a r d ,  v e r y . ” 

T h e   la n d lo r d   w a s   p ro fu s o   in   h is   p ro te s ta tio n s   a n d a p o lo g ie s . 

S u c h   a   t h i n g   h a d   n e v e r  h a p p e n e d   in   h is  

h o u se   b e fo re , 

l i e   c o u ld n ’ t   u n d e r s ta n d   i t . 

I I o   w o u ld  

c o m m u n ic a te   w i t h   th e   p o lic o ,  a n d   do   e v e r y t h in g   in   h is p o w e r  to   h a v e   th e   p u rs e   re c o v e re d . 

F u r th e r m o r e ,  i f   S ir  

R ic h a r d   w is h e d   to   go   to   L o n d o n ,  th e   la n d lo r d   ( r u b b in g
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h is   h a n d s )  h a d   k n o w n   h im   so  lo n g   a n d   so  w e ll,  i t   w o u ld g iv o   h im   th e   g re a te s t  p le a s u re   o n   e a rth   to   le t   th e   b i l l s ta n d   o v e r,  a n d   to   le n d   h im   t w e n t y   p o u n d s   t i l l   th e   cash w a s  re s to re d   a n d   th e   t h i e f  w a s   p u n is h e d . 

“   I   d o n ’ t   s a y   th e re ’s  a n y   t h ie f,  th o u g h ,  m in d   y o u ,”   th e jo v ia l  v o ic e   re s p o n d e d   m o s t  c a n d id ly . 

“  I   e x p e c t  i t   w a s 

a ll  m y   o w n   s tu p id   carelessness. 

I 'm   s u c h   a n   ass  o f   a 

fe llo w   a lw a y s   fo r   le a v in g   m o n e y   a b o u t;  a n d   as  l i k e l y   as n o t  I   p u lle d   th e   t h in g   o u t   w i t h   m y   h a n d k e r c h ie f  in   th e b illia rd -r o o m . 

I   d o n ’ t   d o u b t  i t ’l l   t u r n   u p ,  so o n e r  o r  la t e r some  d a y , w h e n  y o u ’ re   c le a n in g  th e   hou se  u p .  I f  i t   d o n ’ t  ” 

— th e  jo v ia l  v o ic e   s a n k   f o r   a  m o m e n t  to   a  lo w e r   k e y —  

“  i t ’s  n o t  so  m u c h   th e   m o n e y   it s e lf   I   m in d — t h a t ’s  o n ly a  fe w   h u n d r e d   p o u n d s ,  a n d   som e  c ir c u la r   n o te s   w h ic h can’ t   be   n e g o tia te d — i t ’s  t lio   le tte r s   a n d   p a p e rs   a n d p r iv a te   m e m e n to s . 

T h e r e   w e re   t h in g s   in   t h a t   p u r s e ” — - 

a n d   th e   v o ic e   s t i l l   s a n k   lo w e r   to   a n   u n e x p e c te d   s o ftn e s s  

“   t h a t   I   w o u ld n ’ t   h a v e   lo s t— w e ll,   n o t  f o r   a  g o o d   m a n y th o u s a n d s .” 

G u y ’s  h e a rt  s m o te   h im   a t   tlio s o   w o rd s   w it h   p o ig n a n t re m o rs e . 

H e   t h o u g h t   o f   th e   c h ild ’ s  h a ir ,   a n d   b lu s h e d c rim s o n   w i t h   sha m e. 

E r e c t   a n d   s o le m n   h o   s tro d e   in t o  

th e   o ffice. 

‘ ‘ S ir   R ic h a r d   L a v e r s ,”   ho  s a id   s lo w ly ,   “ I  

w a n t  to   sp e a k  w i t h   y o u   a lo n e   ono  m o m e n t  in   th e   s a lo n .” 

“ E h ? ”   S ir   R ic h a rd   s a id   s h a r p ly , t u r n in g   ro u n d .  “ O h , i t ’s  y o u . 

W h y ,   c e r ta in ly . ” 

A n d   h o   fo llo w e d   th e   p a in te r  

in t o   th e   ro o m   w i t h   a  s o m e w h a t  sh e e p is h   a ir ,  li k e   a  d e te c te d   fe lo n . 

G u y   s h u t  th e   d o o r  t ig h t . 

T h e n   lie   la id   d o w n   th a t  

c u rse d   t h in g   w i t h   a   s h u d d e r  o n   th e   ta b le .  “  T h e r e ’s y o u r   p u rs e ,”   h e   s a id   c u r t ly ,   w it h o u t   o n e   w o r d   o f   e x p la n a tio n . 

S ir   R ic h a r d   lo o k e d   a t  i t   w i t h   d is t in c t   p le a s u re .  “  Y o u p ic k e d   i t   u p ,”   he   s a id ,  s m ilin g . 

“   N o ,”   G u y   a n s w e re d ,  d is d a in in g   to   t e ll  a  l i e ;   “ I   s to le it,.:
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S ir   R ic h a r d   s a t  d o w n   on   a  c h a ir,  w i t h   h is   h a n d s   o n   h is k ne es,  a n d   s ta re d   a t  h im   c u r io u s ly   f o r   n in e t y   seconds. 

T h e n   h e   b u r s t  in t o   a  lo u d   la u g h ,  a n d   e x c la im e d ,  m u c h a m u s e d ,  “   W e ll,   a n y h o w ,  th e re ’s  no   re a s o n   to   p u ll  s u c h   a lo n g   fa ce   a b o u t  i t . ” 

f l u y   d ro p p e d   in t o   a  sea t  o p p o s ite   h in t ,   a n d   t o ld   h im   a ll h is   ta le ,  e x te n u a tin g   n o t h in g ,   in   f r a n k   s e lf-a c c u s a tio n . 

S ir   R ic h a r d   lis te n e d   in t e n t ,   w i t h   a  s m ile   o n   h is   m o u th a n d   a  t w in k le   in   h is   eyes  o f  g o o d -n a tu re d   a cq u ie sce n ce . 

“  T h e n   i t   w a s  y o u   w h o   w o k e   m e   u p , ”   he  s a id ,  “  w h e n   1 

w e n t  to   s h u t  th e   w in d o w . 

W e ll,   y o u ’ re   a  d euced  b ra v o  

c h a p ,  t h a t ’s  a ll  I ’ve  g o t  to   sa y,  to   c om e   th is   m o r n in g   a n d t e l l   m o   th e   t r u t h   a b o u t  it . 

W h y   d id n ’t   y o u   s a y   y o u  

p ic k e d   i t   u p   in   th e   passage?  I   le d   u p   to   i t   s t r a ig h t . 

T h a t ’s  w h a t   b e a ts   mo  u t t e r ly  !  ” 

“  B eca use   i t   w o u ld   h a v e   b e e n   a  lie , ”   G u y   a n s w e re d f r a n k ly . 

“   A n d   I ’d   r a t h e r   o w n   u p   th a n   t o l l   y o u   a  lio a b o u t  i t . ” 

S ir   R ic h a r d   o pe ne d   th e   p u rs e   a n d   tu r n e d   th e   t h in g s o v e r   c a r e f u lly . 

“   W h y ,  i t ’s  a ll   h e re   r i g h t   e n o u g h ,”   he 

s a id ,  i n   a  to n e   o f   b la n d   s u rp ris e . 

“   Y o u   h a v e n ’t   ta k e n  

a n y t h in g   o u t  o f  i t !  ” 

“   N o ,  o f   cou rse   n o t,”   G u y   r e p lie d ,  a lm o s t  s m ilin g ,   in s p ite   o f  h im s e lf,  a t   th e   m a n ’s  p e rfe c t n a iv e te . 

S ir   R ic h a r d   e ye d   h im   h a rd   w it h   a  c u r io u s ly   a m used g la n c e . 

“  B u t,  I   say,  lo o k   h e re ,  y o u   k n o w , ”   h o   r e m o n s tra te d   q u i e t l y ;   “ y o u   a re   a  p re c io u s   in e ffic ie n t  s o r t o f   b u r g la r ,   a re n ’ t   y o u ?   Y o u   w o n ’ t   h a v e   a n y t h in g   n o w to   p a y   y o u r   b i l l   w it h   on  M o n d a y .” 

F o r   G u y   h a d   n o t 

c o n c e a le d   fro m   h im   th e   p la in   le a s o n   fo r   h is   o n s la u g h t u p o n   th e   sa cre d   r ig h t s   o f   p r o p e r ty . 

“ N o ,  I   m u s t  d o   w it h o u t   as  b e s t  I   c a n ,”   G u y   a n s w e re d , s o m e w h a t  g lu m . 

F o r   h e   s to o d   s t i l l   face  to   fa ce   w it h   t h a t  

o r ig in a l  p ro b le m . 

S ir   R ic h a r d   s ta re d   a t  h im   o nce   m o re   w i t h   th a t   sam e c u r io u s   e x p re s s io n , 

“   T e ll  m e ,”   h e   s a id ,  a ft e r   a  s h o r t
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pau se ,  “ d id   y o u   lo o k   a t   a n y   o f   th e   le tte r s   o r  th in g s   in t h is   p o c k e t-h o o k  ?  ” 

“  N o t  o n e ,’’  G u y   a n s w e re d   h o n e s tly ,  w it h   th e   r i n g   o f t r u t h   in   h is   v o ic e . 

“  I   sa w   t h e y   w e re   p r iv a t e ,   a n d   I  

a b s ta in e d   fro m   to u c h in g   th e m . 

O n ly , ”   lie   a d d e d ,  a fte r   a 

seco nd ’s  h e s ita tio n ,  “   I   c o u ld n ’ t   h e lp   s e e in g   th e r e   w a s   a lo c k   o f   l i g h t   h a ir   in   a  p a p e r  i n   o n e   p la c e . 

A n d   o f   th a t, 

I   f e l t   s u re ,  i t   w o u ld   be  w ic k e d   to   d e p riv e   y o u .” 

T h e   b a ro n e t  s a id   n o th in g . 

l i e   o n ly   g azed   a t  h is   m a n  

fix e d ly . 

A   s u s p ic io n   o f   m o is tu re   lu r k e d   i n   h is   b lu e   eyes. 

“   W e ll,   as  lo n g   as  I ’ ve  g o t   th e   p a p e rs ,”   he   m u rm u re d   a t la s t,  a fte r   a  lo n g   pause,  “  I   d o n ’ t   m in d   a b o u t  th o   t in . 

T h a t   w a s  r e a lly   a  s e c o n d a ry   c o n s id e ra tio n .” 

“   A n d   n o w ,”   G u y   s a id   s t u r d ily ,   “   i f   y o u ’l l   s e n d   f o r   th e p o lic e   a n d   t e l l   th e   la n d lo r d ,  I ’ l l   g iv e   m y s e lf   in t o   c u s to d y on   th e   c h a rg e   o f  ro b b e r y .” 

S ir  I t ic h a r d   ro se   a n d   fro n te d   h im . 

F o r   one  m o m e n t  lie  

w a s   s e rio u s.  “  N o w ,  lo o k   h e re ,  y o u n g   m a n ,”   he  s a id ,  w i t h an   a ir   o f   p a te r n a l  w is d o m ,  “ d o n ’ t   y o u   g o   a n d   bo  a  som e t h in g - o r - o th e r   fo o l. 

D o n ’ t   sa y  o n e   w o r d   o f  t h is   (o  th e  

la n d lo r d   o r  a n y b o d y . 

Y o u   a rc   a  d eu ce d   c le v e r  fe llo w , 

a n d   y o u   ca n   p a in t   lik e   one  o’ c lo c k . 

T h a t ’s  a  p re c io u s  

g o o d   t h i n g   o f   y o u r s ,  t h a t   v ie w   o f   th o   ra m s h a c k le d   o ld S ohloss  on   th o   D ra c h e n fe ls . 

Y o u ’re   s u re   to   ris e   in   th e  

e n d   ;  y o u ’ v e   th e   r i g h t   c u t   o f   th o   j i b   f o r   i t . 

N o w ,  y o u  

ta k e   m y   a d v ic e ,  a n d   k e e p   th is   t h i n g   q u ie t. 

I f    you  d o n ’t  

p e a ch   o f   i t ,  I   w o n ’ t —-w o rd   o f   h o n o u r  o f   a  g e n tle m a n . 

A n d   i f   y o u ’ l l   a llo w   m e,  I ’l l   le n d   y o u   f i f t y   p o u n d s .  Y o u c a n   p a y   m e   b a c k   r i g h t   e n o u g h   w h e n   y o u ’re   e le c te d   to   th e A c a d e m y .” 

G u y   L e t h b r id g e ’s  face  g r e w   re d   as  fire . 

T h a t   th e  

m a n   s h o u ld   fo r g iv e   h im   w a s  b a d   e n o u g h   in   a ll  c o n s cie n c e , b u t   t h a t   h e   s h o u ld   o ffe r  h im   a  lo a n   w a s   re a lly '  d re a d fu l. 

I t ’s  a l l   v e r y   w e ll  f o r   a  v ir t u o u s   c itiz e n   to  re lie v e  th e  o v e rw e e n in g   a r is to c r a t  o f  h is   s u p e rflu o u s   w e a lth   w it h   th o h ig h   h a n d   o f   c o n fis c a tio n   ;  b u t   to   ta k e   i t   as  a  g i f t   fro m
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h im — f o r   a  g i f t   i t   w o u ld   p r a c t ic a lly   m e a n — a n d   t h a t   a t th e   v e r y   m o m e n t  w h e n   o n o   h a d   to   a c k n o w le d g e   an a tte m p te d   c rim e ,  re v o lte d   e v e ry   s e n tim e n t  o f   G u y   L e t h b r id g e ’s  n a tu r e . 

H e   d re w   b a c k   w i t h   a  s ta m m e re d   “  N o ,  t h a n k   y o u .  I t ’s v e r y   k in d   o f  y o u ,  b u t — o f   co u rse ,  I   c o u ld n ’ t . ” 

A n d   th e n  

th e re   arose  b e tw e e n   th e m   th e   m o s t  c o m ic   e pisod e   o f   e x p o s tu la tio n   a n d   p e rs u a s io n   t h a t   th e   ro o m s  o f  th e  B e r lin e r -  

H o f  h a d   e v e r  y e t   w itn e s s e d . 

T h e   b a ro n e t  a lm o s t  lo s t  h is  

te m p e r  o v e r  th e   y o u n g   m a n ’s  o b s tin a c y . 

I t   w a s   r i d i c u lo u s ,  ho  u rg e d ,  f o r   a n y   g e n tle m a n   n o t  to   a cc e p t  a  lo a n o f  f i f t y   p o u n d s   fro m   a  w e ll-d is p o s e d   p e rs o n   in   a  m o m e n t o f  e m e rg e n c y . 

A   f e llo w   w h o   c o u ld   p a in t  lik e    that  c o u ld n e v e r  w a n t  lo n g ;   a n d   as  f o r   th e   p a s s in g   im p u ls e   w h ic h h a d   le d   G u y   to   ta k e   c h a rg e   o f  th e   p u rs e   f o r   a n   h o u r  o r t w o — w h y ,  th e   u p s h o t  s h o w e d   i t   w a s   only  a  p a s s in g im p u ls e ;  a n d   w e   a ll   m a k e   m is ta k e s   in   m o m e n ts   o f e ffu s io n ,  la te   a t  n ig h t ,   a f t e r   d in in g . 

B esid es,  a  m a n   in  

G u y ’s  p o s itio n   m u s t  be  r e a lly   h a r d   u p,  a n d   no   m is ta k e , b e fo re   ho   t h in k s   o f  r e lie v in g   o th e r  p e u p lo   o f   t h e ir   purses. 

A n d   w h e n   a  f e llo w ’s  h a rd   u p ,  w e ll,   h a n g   i t   a ll,  m y   d e a r s ir,  y o u   c a n ’ t   b la m e   h im   f o r   d e v ia t in g   in t o   e c c e n tric a c tio n .  A s   f o r   th e   f i f t y   p o u n d s ,  i f  G u y   d id n ’ t   ta k e   i t ,   i t ’d go   u p o n   a  h o rs e ,  no   d o u b t,  o r  a  s u p p e r  a t  th e   G a ie ty ,  o r s o m e th in g   e q u a lly   fo o lis h . 

L e t   h im   bo   s e n s ib le   a n d  

p o c k e t  i t ;   no   h a rm   in   a  lo a n   ;  a n d   to   be  q u it e   fr a n k ,   S ir K ic h a r d   s a id ,  h e   th o u g h t   b e t t e r   o f   h im   f o r   o w n in g   u p   to h is   f a u lt   so  m a n f u lly ,   th a n   h e ’d   h a v e   t h o u g h t   o f   h im   i f he ’ d  n e v e r  y ie ld e d   a t   a ll  to   te m p ta tio n . 

G u y   s to o d   firm ,  h o w e v e r,  a n d   re fu s e d   to   th e   b it t e r e nd. 

S ir   B ic h a rd   c o n s u lte d   h is   w a tc h . 

“ H u llo , ”   h e   s a id ,  s ta r t in g ,   “ I   c a n ’ t   s ta n d   h e re   s q u a b b lin g   o v e r  f i f t y   p o u n d s   w i t h   y o u   a ll   th e   m o r n in g . 

I ’ve 

g o t  to   c a tc h   th e   9-25  to   C o lo g n e ;  m y   t h in g s   a re   a ll p a c k e d   ;  1  m u s t  h a v e   m y   coffee. 

N o w ,  b e fo re   I   go,  fo r
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t h e   la s t  tim e , w i l l   y o u   o r  w o n ’ t  y o u   a c c e p t  t h a t   l i t t l e   lo a n f r o m   m e  ?  M in d ,  y o u ’re   a  c o n s c ie n tio u s   k in d   o f  chap, a n d y o u r   b i l l ’s  d u e   on   M o n d a y . 

Y o u ’v e   g o t  n o   r i g h t   to  

d e fra u d   y o u r   la n d lo r d   w h e n   a  f r ie n d ’s  p re p a re d   to   h e lp y o u   t id e   o v e r  t h is   te m p o r a r y   d if f ic u lt y . ” 

T h a t   w a s   a  h a r d  h o m e -th r u s t. 

G u y   a d m itte d   th e   lo g ic  

o f   i t . 

B u t   ho s to o d   b y   h is   g u n s   s t i l l ,   a n d   s h o o k   h is   h e a d f ir m ly . 

A l l   sense  o f   s u llo n n o s s   a n d   d e fia n c e   w a s   g o n o fr o m   h im   n o w . 

T h e  m a n ’s g e n u in e   k in d -h e a rte d n e s s   a n d  

s y m p a th y   h a d   c o n q u e re d   h im .  “  S ir , ”   ho   c rie d ,  w r in g in g h is   n e w   f r ie n d ’s  h a n d   w i t h   u n a ffe c te d   w a r m th ,  “  y o u ’ re a  b r ic k   ;  a n d   y o u   m a k e  m e   a sh a m e d   o f  m y s e lf.  B u t   please d o n ’ t   p re s s   i t   u p o n   m e . 

I    cou ld n 't  ta k e   i t   n o w .  Y o u r  

k in d n e s s   h as  b ro k e n   m e .”   A n d   he   b u r s t   in t o   te a rs   w i t h a  s u d d e n   im p u ls e   as  he   ru s h e d   to   th e   w in d o w   to   h id e   h is e m o tio n . 

S ir   R ic h a r d   h u m m e d   a n   a ir   a n d   l e f t   th e   s a lo n  a b r u p tly . 

G u y  w e n t   u p   to   h is   o w n   ro o m , lo c k e d   h im s e lf  in  a ll  a lo n e , a n d   h a d   a  b a d   h a lf - h o u r   o f  i t   w i t h   h is   o w n   con scie nce . 

H e   w a s   ro u s e d   fro m   h is   r e v e r ie   a t   th e   e n d   o f   t h a t   t im e b y   a  d o u b le   k n o c k   a t  th e  d o o r.  I t  w as th e  G e rm a n  w a ite r . 

“ W i t ’  S ir   R ic h a r d ’s  c o m p lim e n ts ,”   h o   sa id ,  h a n d in g   a le t t e r   to   G u y . 

T h e   p a in te r   to r e   th e   e n v e lo p e   o pe n. 

I t  

c o n ta in e d  —  f i f t y   p o u n d s   in   E n g lis h   b a n k   n otes,  a n d a c c o m p a n y in g   th e m   t h is   s u r p r is in g   le t t e r   :—

“ D f,a h   M r .  L e t h b r id g e , 

“  Y o u   must  a c c e p t  e n clo se d   fe w   n o te s   as  a  lo a n f o r   th e   p re s e n t. 

Y o u   see,  th e   fa c t  is ,  I ’ m   n o t  a  b a ro n e t 

a t  a ll,   b u t   a  b o o k m a k e r  a n d   b a n k   s w in d le r . 

T h e   le tte r s  

y o u   d id n ’ t   e x a m in e   i n   m y   p u rs o   w o u ld   h a v e   p u t   th e p o lic e   on   m y   t r a c k ;  a n d   I   th e re fo re   re g a rd   t h is   t r i f l i n g l i t t l e   s u m   as  r e a lly   d u e   to   y o u . 

Y o u   n e e d   h a v e   n o   c o m p u n c tio n   a b o u t  t a k in g   i t ,   f o r   i t   is n ’ t   m in e ,  a n d   y o u   c a n ’ t p o s s ib ly   r e t u r n   i t   to   it s   p ro p e r  o w n e r. 

T a k e   i t   w it h o u t  

a  s c ru p le ,  a n d   s e ttlo   y o u r   b i l l — y o u   c a n   re p a y   m e  w h e n -
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o v e r  y o u   n e x t   m e e t  m e.  Y o u ’ re   a lo n g   s ig h t   a b e tte r   m a n th a n   I   am ,  a n y h o w . 

“  Y o u rs   f a i t h f u l l y , 

“  R ic h a r d   L avers.” 

G u y   c ru m p le d   i t   u p   in   h is   h a n d   w i t h   an   im p a t ie n t g e s tu re . 

T a k e   a  s w in d le r ’ s  m o n e y ! 

I n c o n c e iv a b le ! 

Im p o s s ib le   ! 

I l o   s e iz e d   h is   h a t  in   h is   h a s te ,  a n d   ru s h e d d o w n   to   th e   office. 

“  W h e re ’s  h e   g o n e ? ”   he  c rie d   to   th e   la n d lo r d . 

A n d  th e  la n d lo r d , t a k in g  h is  sense, a n s w e re d  p r o m p t ly  —

“   T o   th e   s ta tio n .” 

G u y   to re   d o w n   th e   ro a d ,  a n d   ru s h e d   i n t o   th e   b u ild in g ju s t   as  th e   C o lo g n e  t r a i n  w a s   s te a m in g   o u t  fr o m   th e   p la t fo r m . 

l i e   r a n   a lo n g   its   s id e ,  d is r e g a r d in g   th e   v e h e m e n t e x p o s tu la tio n s   o f  p o r t ly ,   re d -b a n d e d   G e rm a n   o ffic ia ld o m . 

S oon  ho   s p ie d   th e   d u b io u s   b a ro u c t  a lo n e   in   a  firs t-c la s s c o m p a r tm e n t. 

C r u m p lin g   th e   n o te s   in t o   a  p e lle t,  h o  

flu n g   th e m   b a c k   a t  h im   n e rc e ly . 

“ I I o w   c o u ld   y o u ? ”   he   c rie d ,  a ll  o n   fire . 

“   M o re   th a n  

e v e r,  n o w ,  w h e n   I   k n o w   w h o   y o u   a re ,  I   c a n ’ t   to u c h   th o se n o te s — I   c a n ’ t   lo o k   a t  y o u r   m o n e y ! ” 

I n   a n o th e r  second  t h a t   jo v i a l   face   le a n e d ,  a ll  s m ile s , o u t  o f  th e   w in d o w . 

“   Y o u   c o n fo u n d e d   f o o l !  ”   th e   lo u d   v o ic e   b u r s t  f o r th m e r r i l y ,   “ y o u ’ re   th e   h a rd e s t  c h a p   to   b e fr ie n d   I   e v e r  y e t cam e  a cross. 

D o   y o u   t h in k ,   i f   w h a t   I   s a id   in   t h a t   le t t e r w a s   tr u e ,  I ’d   be   ass  e n o u g h   to   con fess  i t — a n d   in   w r i t i n g to o — to   a  c a s u a l  a c q u a in ta n c e ?   T a k e   y o u r   t e n n is - b a ll b a c k   a g a i n ! ”   a n d   th e   p e lle t   h i t   G u y   h a r d   o n   th e   c h e e k a t  th e   w o rd s . 

“   S e ttle   y o u r   b i l l   l i k e   a  m a n   ;  a n d   i f   e v e r y o u   w a n t  t o   p a y   m o   b a c k   in   r e t u r n ,   y o u   c a n   fin d   m y a d d re ss  a n y   d a y   in   D e b r e tt  o r  F o s te r.” 

B y   t h is   t im e   o ve n   S ir   R ic h a r d ’s  s te n to ria n   v o ic e   w a s a lm o s t  p a s t  b a w lin g - p o in t. 

T h e r e   w a s   n o t h in g   l e f t   f o r  

i t   n o w  b u t   to   p ic k   u p   th e  n o te s  a n d   r e t u r n   to  th e  B e r lin e r -
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H o f. 

T h o u g h   w h e th e r  ho   s h o u ld   use  th e m   o r  n o t  to   p a y h is   h i l l   w a s   a  p o in t   o f   c a s u is try   h o   h a d   s t i l l   to   d e b a te u p o n . 

N e x t   m o r n in g ’s  p o s t,  h o w e v e r,  b r o u g h t   h im   a  n o te fro m   C o lo g n e ,  w h ic h   p la c e d   th e   w h o le   q u e s tio n   in   an u n e x p e c te d   l i g h t   f o r   h im   :—

“  D e a r   M u.  L et h b r id g e , 

“   W e ’ v e   b o th   boon  fo o ls .  M y   ru s e   w a s   a  s i l l y one. 

H o w   e x t r a o r d in a r y   th e   r i g h t   w a y   o u t   o f   t h is   l i t t l e d if f ic u lt y   d id n ’ t   a t  o nce   o c c u r  to   m o ! 

I   w a s   a w f u l l y  

ta k e n   b y   y o u r   p ic t u r e   o f  th e   ra m s h a c k lo d   o ld   S c h lo s s ;  in fa c t,  I   t h o u g h t   w h e n   T  c o u ld   lo o k   u p   it s   p r ic e   i n   th e A c a d e m y   c a ta lo g u e   I ’d   p ro b a b ly   b u y   i t ,   i f   i t   w a s n ’ t   to o d e a r  f o r   m e. 

B u t   th e   h e a t  o f   th e   m o m e n t  p u t   t h is   id e a  

a lto g e th e r   o u t  o f   m y   h e a d . 

S h a ll  w e   s a y   £ 2 0 0   as  th e  

p ric o   o f   th e   p ic t u r e  ?  th e   b a la n c e   to   bo  p a id   on   d e liv e r y in   L o n d o n .  N o w   t h i n k   n o   m o re   o f   th e   re s t,  a n d   r e m a in w e ll  a ssu re d   t h a t   i f  e v e r  t h is   l i t t l e   e p iso d e   g e ts   a b ro a d   in t in '  w o r ld   i t   w i l l    not  be  th r o u g h   th e   i n s t r u m e n t a lit y   o f  

“  Y o u rs   v e r y   s in c e r e ly , 

“  R ic h a r d   L a v e r s .” 

S ir   R ic h a r d   h as  s e ttle d   d o w n   n o w   as  a  re s p e c ta b le c o u n ty   m e m b e r ;  a n d ,  e x c e p t  w h e n   o c c a s io n a lly   e x h ila ra te d   w it h   c h a m p a g n e ,  is   r e a lly   a  m o s t  u s e fu l  p i l l a r   o f s o c ie ty . 

H e ’ s  v e r y   p ro u d   o f   a  p ic t u r e   in   h is   d in in g -r o o m o f  S o rre n to   fr o m   th e   C a s to lla m m a re -ro a d — a  c o m p a n io n - 

p ie c e   to   th a t   e x q u is ite   a u tu m n a l  v ie w   o f   th e   r u in   o n   th e D ra c h e n fe ls   a n d   th o   S e v e n   M o u n ta in s . 

B o t h   a re   fro m  

th e   b r u s h   o f   t h a t   r is in g   y o u n g   A s s o c ia te ,  M r .   G u y L e th b r id g e , w h o m   S ir   R ic h a r d   d is c o v e re d   a n d   in tr o d u c e d to   th e   g r e a t  w o r ld ;  b u t   th o   fra m e   o f   th e   S o rre n to   b e a rs a  n e a t  l i t t l e   i n s c r ip t io n :— “   F o r   S ir   R ic h a r d   L a v e rs ,  fro m h is   e v e r  g r a t e f u l  a n d   a ffe c tio n a te   f r ie n d ,  th e   p a in te r .” 

T h e   o w n e r  has  bee n   o ffe re d   liv e   h u n d r e d   d o w n   f o r   th e D ra c h e n fe ls   m o re   th a n   o n ce — a n d   has  re fu s e d   th e   o ffe r. 
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E rnest  G r e y   w a s   a n   in s p ire d ,  p a in te r. 

T h e r e fo r e   ho  

w a s  e m p lo y e d   to   p a in t   p o r t r a it s   o f   in s ip id   l i t t l e   g ir ls in   b la c k - s ilk   s to c k in g s ,  a n d   to   p ro d u c e   u n in te r e s tin g d o m e s tic  g ro u p s , o f w h ic h  a f a t  a n d   s m ilin g  b a b y  o f  B r it is h re s p e c ta b ility   fo rm e d   th e   c e n t r a l  fig u r e . 

l i e   d id n ’ t   lik e   i t ,   o f   co u rse . 

P eg a su s  n e v e r  docs  lik e  

b e in g   h a rn e ss e d   to   th e   p a te r n a l  g o -c a rt. 

B u t   b e in g   a 

p h ilo s o p h e r  in   h is   w a y ,  a n d   h a v in g   a  w ife   a n d   c h ild   to k e e p ,  h e   d ra g g e d   i t   n o n e   th e   less,  w i t h   as  goo d   a  g ra c e as  c o u ld   re a s o n a b ly   bo  e x p e c te d   fro m   s u ch   c e le s tia l m e ttle . 

T h e   w ife ,  in   fa c t,  fo rm e d   th e   f a m ilia r   m o d e l  fo r H ie   B r i t i s h   m o th e r  in   h is   A c a d e m y   p ic tu re s ,  w h ile   l i t t l e J o a n   ( w i t h   b a re   le g s )  s a t  p la c id ly   f o r   th e   p e re n n ia l  a n d a n n u a l  b a b y .  E a c h   y e a r,  as o b s e rv a n t  c r it ic s   m ig h t   h a v e n o tic e d ,  t h a t   b a b y   g re w   s te a d ily   a  t w e lv e m o n th   o ld e r. 

B u t   th e re   w e re   n o   o b s e rv a n t  c r it ic s   fo r   E r n e s t  G r e y ’s p ic t u r e s :  th e   c r a f t   w e re   a ll  to o   b u s y   in s p e c tin g   th e ca n v a s   o f   m a d e   re p u ta tio n s   to   f in d   t im e   o n   h a n d   fo r s p y in g   o u t  m e r it   in   th e   s t r u g g lin g   w o r k   o f   u n k n o w n b e g in n e rs . 

I t ’s  a n   e x p lo d e d   f a lla c y   o f   th e   p a s t  to   s u p pose  t h a t   in s ig h t   a n d   i n i t i a t i v e   a re   th e   tr u e   c r i t i c ’s  h a llm a r k .  W h y   go   o u t  o f  y o u r   w a y   to   see  g o o d   p o in ts   in u n k n o w n   m e n ,  w h e n   y o u   c a n   e a rn   y o u r   th ro e   g u in e a s   so m u c h   m o re   s u r e ly   a n d   s im p ly   b y   s t ic k in g   to   th e   g o o d p o in ts   t h a t   e v e ry b o d y   re c o g n iz e s ? 

T h e   w a y   to   g a in   a 

r e p u t a t io n   f o r   c r it ic a l  p o w e r  n o w a d a y s   is ,  to   s a y   in
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c h a r m in g   a n d   p e llu c id   la n g u a g e   w h a t   e v e ry b o d y   re g a rd s as  th e   p ro p e r  t h i n g   to   s a y   a b o u t  e s ta b lis h e d   fa v o u r ite s . 

Y o u   v o ic o   th e   p o p u la r   ta s te   in   th o   v e r y   b e s t  E n g lis h . 

B u t   E rn e s t  G r e y   h a d   id e a ls ,  f o r   a ll   t h a t . 

H o w   p o o r  a 

c re a tu re   th e   a r t is t   m u s t  be   w h o   d o e sn ’ t   te e m   w i t h   u n - 

re a liz o d   a n d   u n re a liz a b le   id e a ls ! 

A l l   th e   w h ile   t h a t   h e  

p a in te d   th o  in s ip id   l i t t l e  g ir ls   in   th e   im p e c c a b le   s to c k in g s , v e r y   n e a tly  g a rte re d ,  he   w a s   fe e d in g   h is   s o u l  w i t h   a  t a c it u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  d iv in e   fa n c y .  l i e   h a d  a n o th e r w o r ld   th a n t h is   o f  o u rs ,  in   w h ic h   h e   liv e d   b y   t u r n s — a  s tr a n g e   w o r ld o f  p u re   a r t ,   w h e re   a ll   w a s   p ro fo u n d ,  m y s te rio u s ,  m a g ic a l, b e a u tifu l. 

I d y ls   o f  C e ltic   fa n c y   flo a te d   v is ib le   o n   th o   a ir b e fo re   h is   m in d ’s  e ye . 

G re a t  p ala ce s  re a re d   th e m s e lv e s  

lik e   e x h a la tio n s   o n   th o   w a s te   g ro u n d   b y   B e d fo rd   P a r k . 

F a i r   w h it e   m a id e n s   m o v e d   s lo w ,  w i t h   m e a s u re d   tre a d , across  h is   im a g in e d   c a n v a s . 

W h a t  p ic tu r e s   h e   m ig h t  

p a i n t — i f   o n ly   s o m e b o d y   w o u ld   p a y   h im   f o r   p a in tin g t h e m ! 

H o   r e v e lle d   in   d e s ig n in g   th e se   im p o s s ib le   w o r k s . 

H is   s ce n e ry   s h o u ld   a ll   lie   in   th e   L o s t  L a n d   o f  L yo n e s se . 

A   s p e ll  as  o f   M e r lin   s h o u ld   b ro o d ,  h a lf-s e e n ,  o v e r  h is d re a m y   c lo is te rs . 

T h e   c a rv e d   c a p ita ls   o f   h is   p ila s te rs  

s h o u ld   p o in t   to   s o m e th in g   d e e p e r  th a n   m e re   h a n d ic r a fts m a n ’s  w o r k m a n s h ip ;  h is   b rocades  a n d   h is   fr in g e s   s h o u ld b re a th e   a n d   l i v e ;  h is   a ra b e sq u e s   a n d   h is   f r e tw o r k ,   h is t r a c e r y   a n d   h is   m o u ld in g ,  s h o u ld   bo   in s t in c t   w i t h   s o u l a n d   w it h   in d e fin ite   y e a r n in g . 

T h o   l i g h t   t h a t   n e v e r  w a s 

on  sea  o r  la n d   s h o u ld   flo o d   h is  la n d sc a p e .  I n   th o   p ic tu re s he   h a d   n e v e r  p a in te d ,  p e rh a p s   n e v e r  w o u ld   p a in t,   o rn a m e n t  a n d   d e c o ra tio n   w e re   la v is h e d   in   a b u n d a n c e ;  d e s ig n ra n   r i o t ;  o n y x  a n d   la p is  la z u li,   c h r y s o lite   a n d  c h a lc e d o n y , b e r y l  a n d   ja c in t h ,   s tu d d e d   h is   je w e lle d   b o w ls   a n d   h is q u a in t ly - w r o u g h t  s c a b b a rd s ;  b u t  a l l   to  e n r ic h   a n d   e n fo rc e o n e   f a i r   c e n tr a l  id e a ,  to   a d d   n o b le   a t t ir e   a n d   n o b le   a r r a y to   t h a t   w h ic h   v Tas  it s e l f  a lre a d y   n o b le   a n d   b e a u tifu l. 

N o  

f r ip p e r y   s h o u ld   in tr u d e . 

A l l   t h is   w e a lth   o f  d e t a il  s h o u ld  

be   s u b s e rv ie n t  i n   d u e   p la c e   to   som e  g lo r io u s   t h o u g h t , 
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som e  r a y   o f   t h a t   d iv in e   sadness  t h a t   to u c h e s   n e a re s t  th o deop  h e a rt  o f  m a n . 

So  ho  s a id   to   h im s e lf  in   h is   d a y -d re a m s .  B u t   lif e   is   n o t d a y -d re a m . 

L if e ,   a la s !  is   v e r y   s o lid   r o a lit y . 

"W h ile  

E rn e s t  G r e y   n o u ris h e d   h is   s e c re t  s o u l  w i t h   s u c h   v is io n s o f  b e a u ty ,  h e  e m p lo y e d   h is  d e ft fin g e rs  in   p a in tin g   s p in d le le g s , e v e r  fre s h   in   n u m b e r,  y e t   e v e r  th o   sam e  i n  k in d ,  a n d u n a n im o u s ly   c la d   in   im m a c u la te   s p u n - s ilk   s to c k in g s .  N o h o s ie r  w a s   b e tte r   u p   in   a ll  th e   v a r ie tie s   o f  s p u n   s ilk   th a n t h a t   in s p ire d   p a in te r . 

’ T is   th o   w a y   o f   th o   w o r ld ,  y o u  

k n o w — o u r   in d u s t r ia l  w o r ld   o f   s u p p ly   a n d   d e m a n d — to h a rn e ss   it s   b lo o d -h o rs e s   to   L o n d o n   hansom s. 

A f t e r   a ll,   he   w a s   w o r k in g   f o r   B a b y   J o a n   a n d   B e r th a . 

( B e r t h a   w a s  th o   s o r t  o f   n a m e   m o s t  s p e c ia lly   i n   v o g u e w h e n   h is   w ife   w a s   a  g i r l ;  i t   h a d   g o t  to   J o a n   a n d   J o y c e b y   th o   d a te   o f  th e   b a b y .)  

T h e y   liv e d   to g e th e r   in   a  v e r y  

s m a ll  hou se   a t   B e d fo r d   P a r k — so  s m a ll,  B e r th a   s a id , t h a t   w h e n   a  v is it o r   d ro p p e d   i n   th e y   b u lg e d   o u t  a t   th o w in d o w s . 

B u t   E rn e s t  G r e y   h a d   a  f r ie n d   b e tte r   o ff  th a n   h im s e lf—  

a  m a n   w h o so   f u t u r e   w a s   a lr e a d y   a ssu re d   h im — a  lo n g h a ire d   p r o p r ie to r   w h o   w ro te   m in o r  ve rso   w h ic h   th o   w o r ld w a s   one  d a y   to   w a k e   u p   a n d   f in d   fa m o u s . 

H e   w a s   t a l l  

a n d   t h in ,   a n d   lo o s e ly   k n i t ,   a n d   lo o k e d   as  i f  h e ’d   bee n   r u n u p   b y   c o n tra c t.  H is   n a m e   w a s  B e r n a rd  H u m e ;  h o   c la im e d in d ir e c t   d e s c e n t  fr o m   th o   p h ilo s o p h e r  w h o   d e m o lis h e d e v e r y th in g .  U n lik e   h is   c o lla te ra l  a n c e s to r,  h o w e v e r,  B e rn a r d   H u m e   h a d   f a it h ,   a  g ro a t  d e a l  o f  f a it h — f ir s t   o f   a ll  in h im s e lf,  a n d   a ft e r   t h a t   in   e v e ry   one  else  w h o   s h a re d   th o h o n o u r  o f  h is   a c q u a in ta n c e .  T h is  w a s  a n  a m ia b lo   t r a i t   on B e r n a r d ’s  p a r t,  fo r ,  as  a  r u le ,  m e n   w h o   b e lie v e   in   th e m se lve s  c o m p lo to   t h e ir   s im p lo   creed  w it h   t h a t   s o lit a r y a r t ic le .   W i t h   B e r n a rd   H u m e ,  on   th e   c o n tr a r y ,  e g o tis m to o k   a   m o re   e x p a n d e d   a n d   e x p a n s iv e   fo r m — i t   s p re a d it s e l f   t h i n   o v e r  th e   e n tir e    entourage.  

H e   t h o u g h t   th e re  

w a s   a lw a y s   a  g re a t  d e a l  in   a n y   o ne  w h o   h a p p e n e d   to
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in s p ir o   h im   w i t h   a  p e rs o n a l  fa n c y .  “ I   lik e   t h is   m a n ,” 

ho   s a id   to   h im s e lf  v i r t u a l l y ,   “ th e re fo re   ho   m u s t  he  a v e r y   s u p e rio r  s o u l,  else  h o w   c o u ld   h o   h a v e   succeeded  in a t t r a c t in g   th o   a tt e n t io n   o f   so  s o u n d   a  c r i t i c   a n d   ju d g e o f  h u m a n   n a tu r e  ? ” 

O f   a ll   B e rn a rd   H u m e 's   frie n d s ,  h o w e v e r,  th e re   w a s   n o t o n e   in   w h o m   ho   b e lie v e d   m o ro   p r o fo u n d ly   th a n   th o in s p ire d  p a in te r . 

“   E r n e s t G r e y , ”  ho  used  to  s a y ,  “  i f  o n ly  

h e ’d   r e t ir e   fro m   th o   s to c k in g - tr a d e   a n d   g iv e   fre e   p la y   to h is   fa n c y ,  w o u ld   b r in g   th e   s w e a t,  I   t e l l   y o u ,  in t o   t h a t b r o w   o f   B u rn e -J o n e s ’s. 

( Y o u   t h i n k   th o   p h ra s e   v u lg a r  ? 

S e ttle   th o   q u e s tio n   b y   a ll  m e a n s,  th e n ,  w i t h   B r o w n in g , w h o   in v e n te d   i t ! )   H e ’s a  b o rn   id e a lis t, is   G r e y — a  d ir e c t d e s c e n d a n t o f   L ip p i  a n d   B o t t ic e lli,  p itc h fo r k e d , b y   c ir c u m s ta n ce s  o v e r  w h ic h   h e   has  n o   c o n tro l,  in t o   th o   m o d e rn h o s ie r y   b u s in e s s. 

I f   o n ly   lie   c o u ld    p a in t  th o s e   lo v e ly  

th in g s   ho  d ra w s   so  b e a u t i f u l l y ! 

W h y ,   he   s h o w e d   m e 

som e  s ke tch e s   th e   o th e r   d a y   fo r   u n re a liz e d   p ic tu re s ,  f ir s t s tu d ie s   f o r   d re a m s   o f  p u re   fo rm   a n d   c o lo u r— f a ir   v ir g in s t h a t   f l i t ,   w h ite - a r m e d ,  th r o u g h   s p a c io u s   h a lls — p la in tiv e , m e la n c h o ly ,  p a s s io n a to ,  m y s tic a l. 

O ne  o f   th e m   w a s 

s u p e rb . 

A n   A r t h u r i a n   u n c e r ta in ty   e n v e lo p e d   th o   scene. 

T h e   to u c h   o f  a  w iz a r d   h a d   m a d e   a ll  t h in g s   in   i t   s u ffe r  a b e a u tifu l  ch a n g e . 

I t   w a s   l i f o   w i t h   th e   h a lo   o n — li f e   as 

th o   b o y   in   W o r d s w o r t h ’ s  “ O d e   on   I m m o r t a l i t y ”   m u s t s u r e ly  h a v e  seen i t — l i f o  in   th e   g lo w  o f  a  p o e t’s d a y -d re a m . 

A   w o r ld   o f   p u re   p h a n ta s y ,  lig h t e d   u p   fr o m   a b o v e   w i t h g la n c in g   c o lo u r.  A   w o r ld   w h o se   e x a c t  d a te   is    once  upon a  tim e.  

A   w o r ld   w h o s o   p re c is e   p la c e   is   i n   th o   le ft- h a n d c o rn e r o f th e  la n d  o f fa ir y - ta le s .  I f  o n ly  E rn e s t G r e y  w o u ld p a in t   lik e   t h a t ,  ho  m ig h t   f a il  f o r   to -d a y   ;  he  m ig h t   f a i l   f o r t o - m o r r o w ;  h is   w ife   a n d   c h ild   m ig h t   s ta rv e   a n d   d ie ;  ho m ig h t   f a l l   h im s e lf   e x h a u s te d   in   th o   g u t t e r — b u t   h is   p la c e h e re a fte r  w o u ld   bo  a m o n g   th e   im m o r ta ls .” 

E r n e s t  h e a rd   h im   t a l k   so  a t  tim e s — a n d   w e n t   o n   w i t h th e   d e t a il  o f  th e   l e f t   s to c k in g .  I t ’s  e asy  e n o u g h   to   le t
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som e  o th o r   d iv in o   g e n iu s ’s  w ife   a n il  c h ild   s ta rv e   to   d c a tli fo r   t lio   sake  o f  p o s t e r it y ;   b u t   w h e n   i t   com es to   y o u r  o w n , p a n l i !   i t ’s  b y  n o   m e a n s  so  s im p lo . 

P o s t e r it y  th o n  becom es 

a  v o r y   s m a ll  a ffa ir,  b a r  o n o   c o m p o n e n t  m e m b e r. 

B u t  

B e r n a r d   I lu m o   w a s   a  b a c h e lo r. 

O n o   a fte rn o o n   E r n e s t  w a s   s m o k in g   h is   m e d ita tiv e   p ip e i n   th e   b a re ,  s m a ll  s tu d io — h o   a llo w e d   h im s o lf   a  p ip e ; 

’ tw a s   h is   ono  s lig h t   l u x u r y — w lio n   B e rn a rd   H u m e ,  a ll fie ry -e y e d ,  s tr o lle d   in   u n e x p e c te d ly . 

B e r n a rd   lt u m o   w a s 

a   fr e q u e n t  a n d   a  w e lc o m e   v is it o r . 

’ T is   n o t  in   h u m a n  

n a tu r o   n o t  to   lik e   d e f t   f la t t e r y ,   e s p e c ia lly   o n   th e   p o in ts y o u   b o lio v o   to   bo  y o u r   s tro n g e s t. 

Y o u   m a y   bo  e v e r  so 

m o d e s t a m a n   in   th e  a b s tra c t, a n d   u n d e r n o rm a l c o n d itio n s o f   o p p o s itio n   a n d   f a i l u r o ;  b u t   w h e n   a  f r ie n d   b e g in s   to p ra is e   y o u r   w o r k   to   y o u r   face ,  a n d   to   fin d   in   i t   th e q u a litie s   y o u   lik e   th e   b e st  y o u rs e lf,  w h y ,  h a n g   i t   a l l !  y o u s ta n d   b a c k   a  b it ,   a n d   g aze   a t   i t   w i t h   y o u r   h e a d   j u s t   a t r i f l o   o n   o no sido , a n d   sa y to   y o u r  o w n   s o u l in   an u n u tto r e d a sid e ,  “  W e ll,  a ft e r   a ll,   I ’ m  a  d iffid e n t  s o r t  o f  a  fe llo w ,  a n d I   d is t r u s t   m y   o w n   p ro d u c ts ,  b u t   i t ’s  q u ite   tr u e   w h a t   lie sa y s — th e re    is  a  d e a l  o f   fin e   fo o lin g   a n d   fin e   p a in t in g   in th e   re fle c tio n   o f   th o se   n u d e   lim b s   in   t h a t   lim p id   w a t e r ; a n d   w h a t   c o u ld   be m o re   e x q u is ite , th o u g h   1  d id   i t   m y s e lf, th a n   th e   g ra c io u s   c u r l  o f  tho se   l i t h e   fe s to o n s   o f   l i v i n g h o n e y s u c k le  ? ” 

So  B e r n a rd   w a s  a  fa v o u r ite  a t th e   l i t t l e  hou se   in  B e d fo rd P a r k . 

E v e n   B e r th a   lik e d   h im ,  a n d   w a s   p ro u d   o f  h is o p in io n   o f  E r n e s t’s  g e n iu s ,  th o u g h   she  w is h e d   lie   d id n ’ t t r y   to   d is tr a c t  d e a r  E rn e s t  so  m u c h   fro m   s e rio u s   w o r k   to m o re   s p e c u la tiv e   fa n c ie s . 

O n   t h is   p a r t ic u la r   a fte rn o o n ,  h o w e v e r,  B e r n a rd   h a d d ro p p e d   in  o f  m a lic e   p re p e n se ,  a n d   in   p u rs u a n c e   o f  a d ee p-la id   schem o  a g a in s t  B e r th a ’s  h a p p in e s s . 

T h e   fa c t  is ,  ho 

h a d  bee n  r e a d in g  B r o w n in g ’ s “ A n d r e a  d e l S a r to ”  th e  n ig h t b e fo re ,  a n d ,  m u c h   im p re s s e d   b y   t h a t   v ig o ro u s   d ia t r ib e a g a in s t  a ll  fo rm s  o f   p o t- b o ilin g ,  he   h a d   com e  ro u n d   to   p u t
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o u t  p o o r  B e r th a 's   s m o u ld e rin g   k itc h e n - f ir o   f o r   o v e r. 

H o  

k n e w  th o   m o m e n t  lm d   n o w  a r r iv e d   w h o n   E rn e s t s h o u ld   bo g oa d e d   on   i n t o   l o t t in g   h is   w ife   a n d   c h ild   s ta rv e   fo r   th o b e n e fit  o f   h u m a n it y ;   a n d   h e   f e lt   lik o   a  m is s io n a ry   s e n t o u t  o n   p u rp o s e ,  b y   som e  S o c ie ty   f o r   th o   P ro p a g a tio n   o f th o   ./E s th e tic   G o s p e l,  to   c o n v e rt  th o   p o o r  b e n ig h te d   p o t b o ile r   fro m   th o   w h o le   base  c u l t   o f  th o   s c u lle r y   p ip k in . 

l i e   cam e,  in d e e d ,  a t   a  p r o p itio u s   m o m o n t. 

E r n e s t  h a d  

j u s t   d is m is s e d   th o   m o d e l  w h o   s a t  fo r   th o   e ld e r  d a u g h te r in   h is  n o w   A c a d e m y   p ic t u r e   o f  “   P a p a ’s  R e t u r n , ”   a n d   w a s th e n   e n g a g e d   in  a d d in g   a   f e w lo is u r e ly  to u c h e s   h a p h a z a rd to   l i t t l e   J o a n ’ s  a rm s   as  th o   c r o w in g   b a b y . 

(P a p a   h im s o lf 

s to o d   o u ts id e   th o   f r a m e ;  n o t  e v e n   th o   w o r s h ip   o f   th o s im m e r in g   s a u c e p a n   it s e l f   c o u ld   in d u c e   E r n e s t  G r e y   to in c lu d e   in   h is   ca n v a s   th o   jo c u n d   fig u r e   o f   th o   re g re s s iv e s to c k b ro k e r .) 

B e r n a rd   H u m e   s a t  d o w n ,  a n d   a f t e r   th o  

u s u a l  in te rc h a n g e   o f   m e te o ro lo g ic a l  o p in io n ,  d r e w   f o r th fro m   h is   p o c k e t  a  s m a ll  b ro w n -c o v e re d   v o lu m e . 

B e r th a  

tre m b le d   in   h e r  c h a i r ;  s lio   k n e w   w e ll  w h a t   w as  in   s to re f o r   t h e m :  ’ tw a s   th o   “   S e le c tio n s   fro m   B r o w n in g , ” —  

h o m o e o p a th ic   doso  f o r   th o   g e n e ra l  p u b lic . 

 H a b itu e s  

a b s o rb   h im   w h o lo   in   fifte e n   v o lu m e s . 

“   I   w a s  r e a d in g   a   p ie c e   o f  B r o w n in g ’s  la s t  n ig h t , ” 

B e r n a rd   b o g a n   t e n t a t iv e ly  ;  “  h is   ‘ A n d re a   d e l  S a rto  ’ — do y o u   k n o w   i t ,   M rs .  G r e y ? — i t   im p re ss e s   m o   im m e n s e ly . 

I   w a s   so  s tr u c k   w i t h   i t ,   in d e e d ,  t h a t   I   w a n te d   to   com e ro u n d   a n d   re a d   i t   o v e r  to   E r n e s t  t h is   a fte rn o o n . 

1 

t h o u g h t   i t   m ig h t   b e — w e ll,   s u g g e s tiv e   to   h im   in   h is w o r k ,   d o n ’ t   y o u   k n o w .”   A n d   h e   g la n c e d   a ska n co   a t   t h a t h o s tilo   B e r th a .  So  v e r y   u n re a s o n a b le   o f   a   g e n iu s ’s  w ife n o t  to   w is h   to   s ta rv e ,  w i t h   h e r  b a b y   in   h e r  a rm s ,  f o r   th o sake   o f   h ig h   a r t ,   a n d   h e r  h u s b a n d ,  a n d   p o s t e r i t y ! 

B e r t h a   n o d d e d   a  g r u d g in g   a s s e n t;  a n d   B e rn a rd ,  d r a w in g   b re a th ,  s e ttle d   d o w n   i n   a  c h a ir  a n d   b e g a n   to  re a d   t h a t fa m o u s   p o e m ,  w h ic h   w a s  to   a c t,  he   h o p e d ,  as  a  g o a d   to E rn e s t  G r e y ’ s  seared  a r t is t ic   conscience. 
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O nco  ov  tw ic e ,  to   be  s u re ,  B e r n a rd   w in c e d   n o t  a  l i t t l o a t  th e   w o rd s   ho   h a d   to   ro a d — th o y   w e ro   so   very  p e r s o n a l :—

“  Some  women  do  so. 

Ila d   th e   m outh  there  u rg ed , 

‘ G o d   and  th e   g lo ry  :  nevor  enro  for  g a in  ! 

T h e   present  l>y  tho  fu tu re,  w h a t  is  th a t  1

L iv e   for  fam e,  side  b y   side  w ith   A g u o lo ! 

Itnfnel  is  w a it in g :  up  to  G o d   a ll  three I ’

I   m ig h t  h av e  done  it  for  you. 

So  it  seems. 

P e rh a p s  not. 

A l l   is  as  G od   o verru les. 

B esides,  in cen tives  com e  from  the  soul’s  s e i f ; 

T lie   rest  a v a il  not. 

W h y   do  I  need  y o u ? 

W h a t  w ife  h ad   lta fa e l  or  h as  A g n o lo ? 

In  tins  w orld,  who  can  do  a  tilin g   w ill  not  ; 

A n d   who  w ou ld   do  it  cannot,  I  p erceive.” 

T h a t   w a s   t o le r a b ly   p la in — a lm o s t  ru d e ,  lie   f e lt ,   n o w   lio cam e  to   re a d   i t   w i t h   B e r th a   a c t u a lly   b y   h is   s id e . 

Y e t. 

s t i l l   ho  p e rs is te d   t h r o u g h   t i l l   th a t   m a g n ific e n t  s p e c ia l p le a d in g   o f   th e   ease  f o r   p o s te r ity   a n d   h ig h   a r t   a g a in s t w ife   a n d   c h ild r e n — p e rs is te d   to   th o   b it t e r   e n d ,  in   s p ite o f  e v e r y t h in g . 

l i e   n e v e r  flin c h e d   one  m o m e n t. 

H o   re a d  

i t   a ll  o u t— a ll,   a l l — e v e ry   w o r d   o f   i t — “ W o   m ig h t   h a v e ris e n   to   lta fa e l,  y o u   a n d   I , ”   a n d   a ll  th e   re s t  o f  it . 

11 is 

v o ic e   q u iv e r e d   a  l i t t l e — o n ly   a  l i t t l e — as  he  p o u re d   fo r th th o s e   la s t  fe w   lin e s

“   Fou r  g ro at  w alls  in   the  N ow   Jeru salem , 

M eted  on  each  side  by  tho  a n g el’s  reed, 

F o r  Leonard,  R a fa el,  A g n o lo ,  and  mo 

T o   cover— the  th ree  first  w itho ut  a  w ife, 

W h ile   I  h ave  mine. 

So— s till  th e y   overcom e, 

B ecau se  th ere’ s  s till  L u c r e z ia ,— ns  I  choose.” 

B u t   he   re a d   i t   o u t  f o r   a ll  th a t,  w i t h   eyes  g la n c in g a ska nce   ( a t   th o   c o m m a s )  on   B e r th a ’ s  f le r y   face,  a n d   lip s t h a t   tre m b le d   w i t h   th e   s o le m n ity   o f   th e   o cca sio n. 

T h e   p o t- b o ile r ’s  h e a rt  w a s   to u c h e d . 

F o r ,  m in d   y o u , 

i t ’s  easy  to   to u c h   e v e ry   a r t is t ’s  a r t is t ic   con scie nce . 

Y o u  

o n ly   a s k   h im   to   do   th e   t h in g   h e   b e s t  lo v e s   d o in g . 

R
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W h e n   B e r n a rd   H u m e   ceased  th e re   w a s   a  p au se   f o r   a fe w   m in u te s — a  t e r r ib le   pause.  T h e n   B e r th a   rose  s lo w ly , a n d   w e n t  o v e r  to   h e r   h u s b a n d . 

I n   s p ite   o f  B e r n a r d ’s 

presence,  she  k is s e d   h im   tw ic e   o n   th e   fo re h e a d .  T h e n she  b u r s t  in t o   te a rs ,  a n d   ru s h e d   fro m   th e   ro o m   w ild ly . 

A l l   t h a t   n ig h t   she  h a r d ly   s le p t. 

N e x t   m o r n in g   she 

rose,  d e te rm in e d ,  w h a te v e r   she  d id ,  n e v e r  f o r   one  m o m e n t to   in te rfe r e   w i t h   E r n e s t’s  in d iv id u a lit y . 

T h r o u g h o u t   th e   d a y   she  a v o id e d   th e   s tu d io   s tu d io u s ly . 

A t   e le v e n   t h e   m o d e l  w h o   s a t  f o r   th e   e ld e r  s is te r  in  

“  P a p a ’s  R e t u r n  ”   cam e  in   as  u s u a l. 

She  w a s   v e r y  

m u c h   s u rp ris e d   to   f in d   E r n e s t  G r e y   e n g a g e d   o n   a  la r g o d r a w in g   w h ic h   h a d   b e e n   l y i n g   a b o u t  th e   s tu d io   f o r m o n th s   u n fin is h e d . 

I t   re p re s e n te d ,  as  she  re m a rk e d   lo  

h e rs e lf,  a m o n g   a  c ro w d   o f   o th e r   fig u re s ,  a  m a le   m o d e l  in a rm o u r  p u s h in g   h is   w a y   t h r o u g h   a  dense  w o o d   to w a rd s a  flo a tin g   fe m a le   m o d e l  in   in s u ffic ie n t  d r a p e r y . 

B u t  

E rn e s t  h im s e lf  c a lle d   i t   “   T h e   Q u e s t  o f th e   I d e a l.” 

S he  sto o d   f o r   a  m in u t e   ir r e s o lu te .  E rn e s t  G r e y   m e a n w h ile   s u rv e y e d   h e r  c r it ic a lly . 

Y e s ,  h e   t h o u g h t   so—  

she  w o u ld   d o. 

N o   m o re   th e   e ld e r  s is te r  in   “   P a p a ’s 

R e tu r n ,”   b u t   th e   E lu s iv e   h e r s e lf  in   “ T h e   Q u e st  o f  th e I d e a l. ” 

T h e   m o d e l  lo o k e d   a t  h im   in   s u rp ris e . 

S he  w a s  a 

b e a u tifu l  g ir l ,   w it h   a  face  o f  re fin e d   a n d   s p ir it u a l  b e a u ty . 

“   W h y ,  M r .  G r e y ,"   she  c rie d ,  ta k e n   a b a c k ,  “  y o u   d o n ’ t m e an   to   s a y   y o u ’ re   n o t  g o in ’  on   w i t h   y o u r   A c a d e m y p ic tu r e  ? ” 

“   T h is    is  m y   A c a d e m y   p ic tu r e ,”   E rn e s t  G r e y   a n s w e re d g r a v e l y .  

“ I ’ v e   d is c a rd e d   th e   o th e r  one. 

I t   n e v e r  w a s 

r e a lly   m in e . 

I ’ m   g iv in g   u p   th e   h o s ie r y   b u s in e s s .” 

T h e   m o d e l  lo o k e d   a g h a s t.  “  A n d   i t   was  so  lo v e ly  !  ”   she c rie d ,  a ll   re g r e ts . 

“  T h a t   d e a r,  s w e e t  b a b y   !  a n d   h e r  so 

ple a se d,  too,  a t  h e r  p a   c o m in g   ’om e  a g a in   ! ” 

E rn e s t  a n s w e re d   o n ly   b y   b r in g in g   o u t  a  p ie ce   o f   t h in , c r e a m y -w h ite   d ra p e ry . 

“ I   s h a ll  w a n t  y o u   to   w e a r  th is ,” 
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h o   said  ;  “ j u s t   so,  as  i n   th o   s k e tc h . 

I   t h i n k   y o u ’l l   do  

a d m ir a b ly   f o r   th e   c e n tr a l  fig u r e . ” 

T h e   m o d e l  d e m u rre d   a  l i t t l e — th e   u n d re s s   w a s   r a t h e r m o re   th a n   she  h a d   y e t   bee n   used  to . 

S ho  s a t  f o r   hea d  

a n d   s h o u ld e rs   o r  d ra p e d   fig u r e   o n ly . 

“   I   t h i n k , ”   sho  sa id  

w i t h   d e c is io n ,  “  y o u ’d   b e t t e r   g e t  a n o th e r  la d y . ” 

B u t   E rn e s t  in s is te d .  I I o  w a s   h o t  f o r   h ig h   a r t   n o w    ;   a n d a fte r   a  s h o rt  h e s ita tio n ,  th o   m o d e l  c o n s e n te d . 

I t   w a s   no  

m o re , he   p o in te d  o u t,  th a n   e v e n in g -d re s s  p e r m its   th o   m o s t m o d e s t  m a id e n .  A l l   o n   fire  w i t h   h is  n e w  d e p a rtu re , E rn e s t b e g a n   a  s tu d y   o f  h e r  h e a d  a n d   s h o u ld e rs  th e n   a n d   th e re  —  

th o   hea d   a n d   s h o u ld e rs   o f  th o   E t e r n a l  E lu s iv e . 

H e   w r o u g h t   a t  i t   w i t h   a  w i l l . 

H e   w a s  in s p ir e d   a n d  

e a g e r. 

T o   bo  s u re ,  i t   w a s   an   a w k w a r d   m o m e n t  to   b e g in a n   e x p e rim e n t,  w it h   th e   r e n t j u s t   d u e  a n d   n o  cash  in   h a n d to   p a y   i t ,   w h ile   th o   b a k e r  w a s   c la m o u r in g   h a rd   f o r   h is la s t  m o n th ’s  m o n e y . 

“  B u t   t h in g s   l i k o   t h a t ,   y o u   k n o w , 

m u s t  bo    B e fo re   a  fa m o u s   v i c t o r y !  ” 

N o t h in g   v e n tu re , 

n o t h in g  h a v e . 

T h e re  w o u ld   s t i l l   bo j u s t  tim e   to   c o m p le te  

th e   s tu d y ,  a t   le a s t,  b e fo re   S e n d in g -in   D a y ;  a n d   i f   som eb o d y   to o k   a  fa n c y   to   h is   v e r y   f ir s t   a tte m p t  a t  a  s e rio u s p ic tu r e ,  w h y — fa r e w e ll  f o r   e v e r  to   th e   s p u n - s ilk   s to c k in g - 

tra d e  ! 

F o r  a  w e e k   h e   w o r k e d   a w a y   b y   h im s e lf   in   th e   s tu d io . 

B e r th a   n e v e r  cam e  n e a r  th e   ro o m ,  th o u g h   she  s h u d d e re d to   h e rs e lf  to   t h i n k   w h a t   E rn e s t  w a s   d o in g . 

B u t   she  h a d  

m a d e   u p   h e r  m in d ,  once   f o r   a ll,   a f t e r   h e a r in g   B e rn a rd H u m e  re a d   B r o w n in g ’s  “  A n d re a ,”   n e v e r a g a in   to  in te r fe r e w i t h   h e r   h u s b a n d ’s  in d i v i d u a l i t y . 

A s   fo r   th o   m o d e l,  h e r  

g r i e f  w a s   s im p le   a n d  u n a ffe c te d . 

Sho  c o u ld n ’ t   t h in k   h o w  

M r .   G re y ,  a n d   h im   so  c le v e r,  to o ,  c o u ld   o v e r  d e s e rt  t h a t d e a r, s w e e t  b a b y  in   “  l ’a p a ’ s R e tu r n   ”   f o r  a ll  th e m  d re a d fu l g a s lily in e n   a n d   u n ’ole som o   w o m e n .  H e   w as  m a k in g   s u c h a   f r i g h t   o f   h e r  f o r   h is   f ig g e r   o f   th o   E lo o s iv e   as  she’d   be a sh am e d   to   a c k n o w le d g e   to   a n y   o f  h e r  frie n d s   i t   w as  h e r t h a t   sat  to   h im   f o r   i t . 

A   p r e t t y   g ir l   d o n ’ t   lik e   to   bo
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p a in te d   in t o   a  f l i g h t   li k e   t h a t,  w i t h   h e r   ’a ir   a ll  s tr e a m in ’ 

loose  li k e   a  p a t ie n t   a tC o ln o y   ’ A t c li,   a n d   h e r c lo th e s   f a i l i n ’ 

o ff,  q u ite   c a s u a l-lik o ,  b e ’ in d   h e r   ! 

A b o u t  F r id a y   B e r n a rd   H u m e   c a lle d   in .  T h e   m o d e l  e x p e c te d   h im   to   d is a p p ro v e   m o s t  v io le n t ly , B u t   w h e n   he 

s a w   th e   d r a w in g ,  a n d   s t i l l   m o re   th e   s tu d y , as  f a r   as  i t   h a d gone— fo r   E rn e s t,  k n o w in g   e x a c tly   w h a t   e ffe c t  he  m e a n t to   p ro d u c e ,  h a d   w o r k e d   a t  th e   head  a n d   a rm s   w i t h   s u rp r is in g   r a p id it y — h e   w a s   in   v is ib le   ra p tu re s . 

H e   s to o d  

lo n g   a n d   g azed   a t  i t . 

“  W h y ,   G r e y ,”   he   c rie d ,  s ta n d in g - 

b a c k   a  l i t t l e ,   a n d   s h a d in g   h is   eyes  w i t h   h is   h a n d ,  “ i t ’s s im p ly   a n d   s o le ly  th e   in c a r n a te   s p ir it   o f   th e   n in e te e n th c e n tu r y .  T h e   n in e te e n th   c e n tu r y   in   it s   h ig h e r   a n d   p u r e r a v a t a r ;   d e e p -q u e s tio n in g ,  m y s tic ,  u n c e r ta in ,  ru d d e rle s s . 

F a it h   g o n e   ;  h u m a n it y   l e f t ;   h e a v e n   lo s t ;   e a r th   re a liz e d as  m a n ’ s  tr u e   h o m o   a n d   solo  h o p e   f o r   th e   f u t u r e   ! 

T h o s e  

sad   eyes  o f  y o u r   w a n   m a id e n s   gaze  f o r t h   s t r a ig h t   u p o n th e   in f in ite . 

T h o s e   b ro n z e d   faces  o f  y o u r   m a ile d   k n ig h t s  

h a v e   c o n fro n te d   s tra n g e   d o u b ts   a n d   closed   h a rd   w it h n a m e le ss  te r ro rs . 

T h e r e ’s  a  p a th o s   in   i t   a l l — a— w h a t 

s h a ll  1  c a ll  it ? — a  s o m e th in g   in e x p r e s s ib le ;  a   p e s s im is m , a  m e lio r is m ,  a n   o b s tin a te   q u e s tio n in g   o f   in v is ib le   t h in g s , t h a t   no   a g e   b u t   t h is   a g e   o f  o u rs   c o u ld   p o s s ib ly   h a ve   c o m passed. 

W h o ,  save   y o u ,  c o u ld   h a v e   p u t   so  m u c h   in te n s e s p i r i t u a l i t y  in t o  th e   b r o id e r y  o f  a  ro b e , c o u ld   h a v e  to u c h e d w i t h   s u c h   sacre d   a n d  in d e fin a b le  sadness  th e   fra y e d   f r in g e o f  a  k n i g h t l y   d o u b le t ? ” 

A s   he   spo ke,  E rn e s t g azed   a t  h is  o w n   w o r k , in   lo v e   w i t h i t .   T h e   c r it ic is m   c h a rm e d   h im . 

I t   w a s   j u s t   th e   v e r y  

t h i n g   h e ’d   h a v e   s a id   o f   i t   h im s e lf,  i f   i t   h a d   been  som eb o d y   else ’s ;  o n ly   h e   c o u ld n ’ t   h a v e   p u t   i t   in   s u c h   g lo w in g la n g u a g e . 

I t ’s  d e lig h t f u l  to   h e a r  y o u r   w o r k   so  j u s t l y a p p ra is e d   b y   a  s y m p a th e tic   s o u l ;  i t   m a k e s   a  m o d e s t  m a n t h i n k   a  g re a t  d e a l  b e t t e r   th a n   he   c o u ld   e v e r  o th e rw is e t h i n k   o f   h is   o w n   p o o r  l i t t l e   p e rfo rm a n c e s . 

B u t   m o s t 

m o d e s t  m e n ,  a la s l  h a v e   no   B e r n a rd   H u m e   a t  h a n d   to
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a p p la u d   t h e ir   e ffo rts . 

T h e   B e r n a rd   I lu m e s   o f   t h is   w o r ld  

a re   a ll  b u s ily   e n g a g e d   in   b o o m in g   th o   n o is y ,  s u c c e s s fu l s c lf- a d v o rtis e r s . 

T h o   m o d e l  lo o k e d   u p   w i t h   a  d is s a tis fie d   a ir . 

“   I  d o n ’ t 

li k e   i t , ”   she  s a id ,  g r u m b lin g   in t e r n a lly . 

“ I t   m a ke s   m e  

lo o k   as  i f   I   w a n te d   a  b lu e - p ill. 

I t   a in ’ t   ’a r f  so  p r e t t y   as 

‘  P apa’s  R e t u r n , ’  a n d   i t ’s  m y   b e lie f   i t   a in ’ t  ’a r f   so  s o ilin ' 

e it h e r . ” 

“ P r e t t y ! ”   B e rn a rd   I lu m c   re s p o n d e d   w i t h   p ro fo u n d c o n te m p t. 

“ W e ll,   th e   sole   o b je c t  o f   a r t   is  n o t,  1  s h o u ld s a y ,  to   bo  m e re ly   p r e t t y . 

A n d   as  fo r  s e llin g — w e ll,   n o,  I  

d a re   sa y  i t   w o n ’ t    sell.  

B u t   w h a t  does  t h a t   m a tte r?   I t 's  

a  b e a u t if u l  w o r k ,  a n d   i t   does  f u l l   ju s t ic e   to   M r .  G r e y ’s im a g in a t iv e   f a c u lty .   T h e r e ’s  n o t a n o th e r  m a n   i n  E n g la n d to -d a y   w h o   c o u ld   p o s s ib ly   p a in t   i t . ” 

T h e  m o d e l  s a id  n o t h in g ,   b u t she  t h o u g h t   th e   m o re .  She th o u g h t,  a m o n g   o th e r   t h in g s ,  t h a t   to   h e r   i t    d id   m a t t e r ; fo r ,  in   th o   f ir s t   p la c e ,  a  p a in te r   w h o   d o e sn ’ t   s e ll  is n ’ t l i k e l y   to   bo   a b le   to   p a y   h is   m o d e ls ;  a n d ,  in   th o   second p la c e , n o   s e lf-re s p e c tin g  g i r l   cares  to   s it   v e r y   lo n g   f o r   u n s a le a b le   p ic tu re s .  I t  in te rfe re s , o f  co u rs e , w i t h   h e r   m a r k e t v a lu o . 

W h o ’s  g o in g   to   e m p lo y   an   u n s u c c e s s fu l  m a n ’s m o d e l ? 

F o r   a  w e e k   E r n e s t  t o ile d   o n   a lm o s t  w it h o u t   s to p p in g , b u t   i t   w a s   easy t o i l   c o m p a re d   to   th o   s to c k in g   tra d e . 

T h e  

s tu d y   g r e w   apaco  u n d e r  h is   e a g e r  fin g e r s ;   th o   m o d e l d e c la re d   c o n fid e n tia lly   to   h e r   f a m ily   ho   w a s   r u i n i n g   h e r p ro s p e c ts . 

“   I ’ m   as y o llo w   as  a  g u in e a ,”   sho  s a id  ;  “  a n d  

as  fo r   e x p re s s io n ,  w h y ,  y o u ’d   t h i n k   I   w a s  g o in ’  to   d ie   in a b o u t  th re e   w e e k s   in   a  g a llo p in ’  c o n s u m p tio n .”   N o t  s u c h th e   e ld e r  s is te r  in   “   P a p a ’s  R e tu r n   ” — t h a t   rp s y -e h o c k o d , ro u n d -fa e o d ,  E n g lis h   m id d le -c la s s   g i r l   w h o m   E r n e s t  h a d e la b o ra te d   b y  h is   P ro te a n   a r t   o u t  o f   th o   fe a tu re s   a n d   fo rm o f   th o   s e lf-s a m e   m o d e l. 

A t   th e   e n d   o f   th e   w e e k   ho   w a s   w o r k in g   h a r d   in   h is s tu d io   one  e v e n in g   to   save   th o   la s t  ra y   o f   d e p a r tin g   s u n -
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l i g h t ,   w h e n   B e r th a   b u r s t   in   s u d d e n ly   w i t h   a  v e r y   scared face .  “  O h ,  E r n e s t !  ”   s lio   c rie d ,  “  do  c o iu o   u p   a n d   lo o k   a t J o a n . 

S lio   seem s  so  i l l . 

I   c a n ’ t   t h i n k   w h a t ’s  th e   m a tte r  

w i t h   h e r .” 

E r n e s t  flu n g   d o w n   h is   b ru s h ,  a n d   fo r g o t  in   a  m o m e n t, as  a   f a t h e r   w i l l ,   a ll   a b o u t  th e   E lu s iv e . 

I t   e lu d e d   h im  

in s t a n t ly . 

H o   fo llo w e d   B e r th a   t o   th e   l i t t l e   ro o m   a t   t lio to p   o f   t h e   hou se   t h a t   s e rv e d   as  n u r s e r y .  ( “  K e e p   y o u r c h ild   a lw a y s ,”   h o   u se d   to   s a y ,  “ as  n e a r  as  y o u   can   to h o a v e n .” )  

L i t t l e   J o a n ,  ju s t   th r e e   y e a rs   o ld   a t  th a t   tim e , la y   lis tle s s   a n d   g la s s y -e y e d   in   th e   n u rs e ’s  a rm s . 

E r n e s t 

lo o k e d   a t   h e r  w i t h   a  v a g u e   fo r e b o d in g   o f   e v il. 

H o   s a w  

a t   onco  sho  w a s   v e r y   i l l . 

“   T h is   is   s e rio u s ,”   h e   s a id   in  

a  lo w   v o ic e . 

“   I   m u s t  g o   fo r   th e   d o c to r.” 

'W h e n   th e   d o c to r  cam e ,  d is c r e e tly   u n c e r ta in ,  ho   sho ok h is   h e a d   a n d   lo o k e d   w is e , a n d   d e c lin e d   to   c o m m it  h im s e lf. 

H o   w a s   r a th e r   o f  o p in io n ,  th o u g h ,  i t   m ig h t   t u r n   o u t  to   bo s c a rle t  fe v e r. 

S c a rle t  fe v e r ! 

B e r t h a ’s  h e a r t  s to o d   s t i l l   in   h e r  bosom , 

a n d   so d id   E r n e s t’s.  F o r   th e   n e x t   te n   d a y s   th e   m o d e l  h a d h o lid a y  ;  th e   E lu s iv e   w a s   p e r m itt e d   to   e lu d e   u n c h a s o d  ; th e   s tu d io   w as  fo rs a k e n   d a y   a n d   n ig h t   f o r   th e   n u rs e ry . 

I t   w a s   a  v e r y   b a d   case,  a n d   th e y   fo u g h t  i t   a ll   a lo n g   th e lin o , in c h  b y  in c h , u n f lin c h in g ly .   P o o r l i t t l e  J o a n  w a s  v e r y i l l   in d e e d . 

I t   m a de   E rn e s t’ s  h e a rt  b le e d   to   see  h e r 

c h u b b y   s m a ll  fa ce   g ro w   so  t h i n   a n d   y e t   so  fie r y . 

N i g h t  

a ft e r   n ig h t   th e y   s a t  u p   a n d   w a tc h e d . 

W h a t   d id   E rn e s t 

c a re   n o w   f o r   a r t   o r  th e   id e a l? 

T h a t  o n e   l i t t l e   a to m y   o f  

s o lid   ro u n d   fle s h   w a s  m o ro   to   h im   t h a n   a ll  th e   g re a te s t p ic tu re s   in  C h ris te n d o m .  “ R a fa e l d id   th is , A n d re a   p a in te d t h a t !  ” 

A h ,  G o d   !  w h a t   d id   i t   m a tte r,  w i t h   l i t t l e   J o a n ’s l i f e   h a n g in g   p o is e d   in   th e   b a la n c e   b e tw e e n   li f e   a n d d e a th ,  a n d   l i t t l e   J o a n ’s  u n s e e in g   e ye s  tu r n e d   u p w a r d , w h it e   b e tw e e n   th e   e y e lid s ,  to w a r d   th e   g re a t  b la n k   c e ilin g ?   I f  J o a n   w e re   to   d ie , w h a t   w o u ld   b e   a r t  o r  p o s te rity ? 

T h e   s u n   i n   th e   h e a ve n s   m ig h t   s h in e   o n   as  b e fo re ,  b u t   th e
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s u n   i n   E rn e s t  a n il  B e r th a 's   li f o   w o u ld   h a v e   fa d e d   o u t u t t e r ly . 

A t   la s t  th e   c ris is   cam e.  “   I f  she  g e ts  th r o u g h   t o - n ig h t , ” 

th e   d o c to r  s a id   in   h is   c a lm   w a y ,  as  th o u g h   ho   w e ro   t a l k in g   o f  s o m e b o d y   c ls c ’s  b a b y ,  “ th o   d a n g e r’s  p r a c t ic a lly o v e r. 

A l l   m y   p a tie n ts   in   th o   p re s e n t  e p id e m ic   w h o ’ vo passed  t h is   s ta g e   h a v e   re c o v e re d   w it h o u t   d if f ic u lt y . ” 

T h e y   w a tc h e d   a n d   w a ite d   th r o u g h   t h a t   liv e lo n g   n ig h t in   b re a th le s s   susponso  a n d   t e r r o r   a n d   a g o n y . 

Y o u   w h o  

a rc   p a re n ts   k n o w   w e ll  w h a t  i t   m oans. 

W h y   t r y   to   t e ll 

o th e rs ?  T h ey   c o u ld   n e v e r  u n d e rs ta n d   ;  a n d   i f   th e y   c o u ld , w h y ,  h e a v e n   fo r b id   w o   s h o u ld   h a r r o w   th e m   as  w o   o u r se lve s  h a v e   been  h a rro w e d . 

A t   la s t,  to w a rd s   m o r n in g ,  l i t t l e   J o a n   d ro p p e d   asleep. 

A   s w e e t,  deep  slee p.  H e r   b r e a t h in g   w a s   re g u la r .  F a th e r a n d   m o th e r   f e ll  m u te   in t o   one  a n o th e r ’s  a rm s . 

T h e ir  

te a rs   m in g le d .  T h e y   d a re d   n o t  u t t e r   o ne  w o r d ,  b u t   th e y c rie d   lo n g   a n d   s ile n tly . 

F r o m   t h a t   m o m e n t,  as  th e   d o c to r  h a d   p re d ic te d ,  l i t t l e J o a n   g re w   r a p id ly   s tr o n g e r  a n d   b e tte r . 

I n   a  w e e k   she 

w as  a b le   to   go   o u t  f o r   a  d r i v e — in   a  h a n so m ,  o f  c o u rs e —  

n o   c a rria g e s   fo r   th o   s t r u g g lin g   ! 

E x c h e q u e r,  m u c h   d e p le te d   b y   e xp e n se s  o f  illn e s s ,  f e l t   e v e n   t h a t   h a n s o m   a d is t in c t   s tr a in   u p o n   i t . 

N e x t   m o r n in g   E r n e s t  h a d   h e a r t  e n o u g h   to   b e g in   w o r k a g a in .  l i e   s e n t  w o r d   ro u n d   a c c o r d in g ly   to   th e   m o d e l. 

I n   th o   c o u rs e   o f th o   d a y   B e r n a rd  H u m e  d ro p p e d   in .  H o w a s   a n x io u s   to   seo  h o w   th o   I d e a l  a n d   th e   E lu s iv e   g o t on  a ft e r   th e   c ris is . 

H o   s u r p r is e d   E r n e s t  a t  h is   e asel. 

“  H u llo   !  ”   h o   c rie d   w i t h   a  l i t t l e   s ta r t,  s tr a ig h t e n in g   h is lo n g   s p in e ,  “   w h a t   does  a ll  t h is   m e a n ,  G r e y ? 

Y o u   d o n ’ t  

m e a n   to   sa y  y o u ’re   b a c k   a t  ‘ P a p a ’s  R e t u r n  ’ ?  H a v e   y o u y ie ld e d   o nce   m o re   to   G a th   a n d   A s k e lo n  ? ” 

“   N o ,”  E r n e s t  a n s w e re d   f ir m ly ,   lo o k in g   h im   b a c k   in   th o face,  “  I ’ ve  y ie ld e d   to  D u ty ’ .  Y o u   can   g o   n o w , M is s  B a k e r. 

I ’v e   d on e   a b o u t  ns  m u c h   as  I ’m   g oo d   fo r  to -d a y .  M y
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h a n d 's   to o   s lin k y .  A n d   n o w , I lu m o ,   I ’l l   s p e a k   o u t  to   y o u . 

A l l   th o s e   d a y s   a n d   n ig h ts   w h ile   l i t t l e   J o a n ’s  been  i l l   I ’ve t h o u g h t   i t   a ll  o v e r  a n d   re a liz e d   to   m y s e lf  w h ic h   is   th e tr u e s t  h e ro is m . 

I t ’s  v e r y   s p e cio u s  a n d   v e r y   fin e   to   t a lk  

in   dee p   bass  a b o u t  th e   ta le n ts   t h a t   G o d   h as  b e s to w e d u p o n   o ne  in   t r u s t   f o r   h u m a n it y . 

I   can   t a lk   a ll  t h a t   s t u f f  

a n y   d a y   w i t h   th e   b e s t  o f  y o u . 

B u t   I ’ ve  m a r r ie d   B e r th a , 

a n d   I ’v e   h e lp e d   to   p u t   l i t t l e   J o a n   in t o   th e   w o r ld ,  a n d   I ’m re s p o n s ib le   to   th o rn   f o r   t h e ir   d a ily   b re a d ,  t h e ir   lif e   a n d h a p p in e s s .  I t   m a y   bo  h e ro ic   to   d espise  c o m fo rt  a n d   fam e a n d   w e a lth   a n d   s e c u r ity   fo r   th o   sake  o f   h ig h   a r t   a n d   th e b e s t  t h a t ’s  in   o n e . 

I   d a re   s a y   i t   is   ;  b u t   I ’m   s u ro   i t ’ s  a 

lo n g   w a y   m o re   h e ro ic   s t i l l   to   d o   w o r k   one  d oe sn ’ t   w a n t t o   do   f o r   w ife   a n d   c h ild r e n . 

I t ’s  easy  e n o u g h   to   fo llo w  

o n e ’ s  o w n   n a t u r a l  b e n t :  I   w a s  p e r f e c t ly   h a p p y — s e re n e ly h a p p y — th o s e   s e v e n   d a y s   I   p a in te d   a w a y   a t  th o   E lu s iv e . 

B u t   i t ’s  v e r y   h a r d   in d e e d   to   g iv e   a ll  t h a t   u p   f o r   th o   sake o f   d u ty . 

W h a t  y o u   cam e  to   p re a c h   to   m o  w a s   o n ly   a 

p e c u lia r ly   s e d u c tiv e   fo r m   o f  s e lf-in d u lg e n c e — th o   in d u lg en ce   o f  o ne’s  h ig h e s t  a n d   tru e s t  s e lf,  b u t   s t i l l   s e lf - in d u lg e n ce .  I f  I ’d  fo llo w e d  y o u , e v e ry b o d y   w o u ld   h a v e   p ra is e d a n d   a d m ire d   m y   s in g le -h e a rte d   d e v o tio n   to   th o   cause  o f a r t ;   b u t   J o a n   a n d   B e r th a   w o u ld   h a v e   p a id   f o r   i t . 

N o  

m a n   ca n   m a k e   a   p u b lic   f o r   a n y t h in g   n o w   a n d   p e rs o n a l  in a n y   a r t   w h a te v e r   w it h o u t   w a it in g   a n d   e d u c a tin g   h is p u b lic   fo r   y e a rs . 

I f  lie ’s  r ic h ,   he   ca n   a ffo rd   to   w a it   a n d  

e d u c a te   i t ,   as  y o u r   o w n   f r ie n d   B r o w n in g   d id . 

I f   h e ’s  a 

b a c h e lo r,  r ic h   o r   p o o r,  he   ca n   s t i l l   a ffo rd   to   d o   i t ,   becauso n o b o d y   b u t   h im s e lf   nee d   s u ffe r  fo r   i t   w i t h   h im .  B u t   i f lie ’ s  p o o r  a n d   m a r r ie d — a ll,  th e n   i t ’s  q u it e   d iffe r e n t. 

H o  

h a s   g iv e n   h ostag es  to   fo r tu n e   ;  ho   h a s  n o   r i g h t   to   t h in k f ir s t   o f   a n y t h in g   a t  a ll  b u t   th o   c la im s   o f   h is   w ife   a n d c h ild r e n   u p o n   h im . 

I   c a ll  i t   m o re   h e ro ic ,  th e n ,  to   w o r k  

a t   a n y   s u c h   honest,  c r a ft   as  w i l l   e n s u re   t h e ir   liv e lih o o d , t h a n   t o   g o   a s tra y   a f t e r   th o   A s h ta r o th   o f   s p e c io u s   id e a ls s u c h   as  y o u   set  b e fo re   m e .” 
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B e r n a rd  H u m e 's   l i p   c u r lc il.   T h is   w as  w lia t   th o   C h u rc h k n o w s   as  I n v in c ib lo   Ig n o ra n c e . 

H e   h a rl  d on o   h is   b e s t 

f o r   th o   m a n ,  a n d   th o   o ld   A d a m   h a d   c o n q u e re d . 

“   A n d  

w h a t   a rc   y o u   g o in g   to   d o ,”   ho  a sk e d   w i t h   a  c o n te m p tu o u s s m ile ,  “  a b o u t  ‘  T h o   Q u e s t  o f  th e   Id o a l  ’ ? ” 

E l-n e s t  la id   d o w n   h is   p a le tte ,  a n d   t h r u s t   h is   h a n d s ile n t ly   in t o   h is   tro u s e rs   p o c k e t.  IT c  d r e w   f o r t h   a  k n if e , a n d   opened  i t   d e lib e ra te ly . 

T h e n , w it h o u t   a  s in g le   w o rd , 

lie   w a lk e d   across  th o   flo o r  to   th o   S tu d y   o f  th o   E lu s iv e . 

W i t h   ono  ru th le s s   c u t  h o   s la s h e d   th o   c a n v a s   across  fro m c o r n e r  to   c o rn e r. 

T h e n   ho   s la s h e d   th o   tw o   c u t   pieces 

a g a in   tra n s v e rs o ly .  A f t e r   t h a t   h o   to o k   d o w n   th o   d r a w in g o f   th o   d e s ig n   fr o m   th o   s m a lle r  e asel,  a n d   s o le m n ly   t h r u s t i t   in t o   th o   s tu d io   tiro . 

I t   b u r n t   b y   s lo w   deg re es,  fo r   th o  

c a rd b o a rd   w a s   t h ic k .   I l i s   h e a r t  b e a t  h a rd . 

A s   lo n g   as 

i t   s m o u ld o rc d   h e   w a tc h e d   i t   i n t e n t ly . 

A s   th o   la s t  o f   th o  

m a ile d   k n ig h t s   d is a p p e a re d   in   w h it e   s m o k e   u p   th e   s tu d io c h im n e y   h o   d re w   a  lo n g   b re a th . 

“ G o o d -b y e ,”   h o   s a id   in  

a  c h o k in g   v o ic e   ;  “  G o o d -b y e   to   th o   I d e a l.” 

“ A n d   g o o d -b y e   to    you,”   B e r n a rd   I lu m c   m a de   a n s w e r, 

“   fo r   I   c a ll  i t   d e s e c ra tio n .” 

B e r n a r d   I lu m o   is   n o w   o f   o p in io n   t h a t   lie   used  once v a s t ly   to   o v e rra te   E rn e s t  G r o y ’s  c a p a b ilitie s . 

T h o   m a n  

h a d   t a le n t,  p e rh a p s — som e  g r a in   o f   m e re   t a le n t — b u t n e v e r  g e n iu s . 

A s   f o r   E rn e s t,  ho   h a s  to ile d   on   e v e r  s in c e , 

m o ro   o r  loss  c o n te n te d ly   ( p r o b a b ly   loss'),  a t  th o   h o s ie ry b u s in e s s,  a n d   m a k e s   q u it e   a  d e c e n t  l i v i n g   n o w   o u t   o f   h is p o r t r a it s   o f  c h ild r e n   a n d   h is   d o m e s tic   fig u re -p ie c e s . 

T h e  

m o d e l  c o n s id e rs   th e m   a ll  r e a lly   c h a rm in g . 

I t ’s  e v e ry b o d y ’s  caso,  o f   c o u rs e ;  b u t  s t i l l — i t ’s  a tra g e d y . 
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L ucy  lo o k e d   across  th e   ta b le   a t  m o  w i t h   a  fa ce   o f   b la n k h o rr o r . 

“  O h ,  V e r n o n ,”   she  c rie d ,  “   w h a t  a re   w o    ever  to do  ? 

A n d   a n   A m e ric a n   a t  t h a t ! 

T h is   is   j u s t    too 

g h a s t ly !  ”   I t ’s  a  h a b it   o f   L u c y ’ s,  I   m a y   re m a rk ,  to   t a l k ita lic s . 

I   la id   d o w n   m y   co ffe e -c u p ,  a n d   g la n c e d   b a c k   a t   h e r  in s u rp ris e . 

“   W h y ,  w h a t ’s  u p  ? ”   I   e x c la im e d ,  s c a n n in g   th e e n v e lo p e   close. 

“   A   le t t e r   fro m   O x fo rd ,  s u r e ly . 

M rs . 

W a d e ,  o f   C h r is t  C h u r c h — I   t h o u g h t   I   k n e w   t h e   h a n d . 

A n d    she's  n o t  a n   A m e r ic a n .” 

“   W e ll,   lo o k   f o r   y o u r s e lf !   ”   L u c y   c rie d ,  a n d   tossed  th e n o to   to   m e,  p o u tin g . 

I   to o k   i t   a n d   re a d . 

I ’m   a w a re   th a t  

I   h a v e   th e   m is fo r tu n e   t o   be  o n ly   a  m a n ,  b u t   i t   r e a lly d id n ’t   s t r ik e   m o   as  q u ite   so  t e r r ib le . 

“ D ear  M rs.  H ancock, 

“ G e o rg e   has  ju s t   h e a rd   t h a t   y o u r   h u s b a n d  

a n d   y o u   a re   g o in g   f o r   a  t r i p   to   N e w   Y o r k   t h is   s u m m e r. 

 C o u ld   y o u   m a n a g e   t o   d o   u s   a   v ery   g r e a t  k in d n e s s ? 

I  

h o p e   y o u   w o n ’ t   m in d   i t . 

W e   h a v e   a n   A m e ric a n   fr ie n d —  

a  M is s   E a s te rb r o o k ,  o f   K a n s a s   C i t y — n ie c e   o f   P ro fe s s o r A s a   P.  E a s te rb ro o k ,  th e   w e ll- k n o w n   Y a le   g e o lo g is t,  w h o v e r y   m u c h   w is h e s   to   f in d   a n   e s c o rt  a cross  th e   A t la n t ic . 

I f   y o u   w o u ld   be  so  g o o d   as  to   ta k e   c h a rg e   o f   h e r,  a n d d e liv e r   h e r   s a fe ly   to   D r .  H o ra c e   E a s te rb ro o k ,  o f  H o b o k e n , 
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o n   y o u r   a r r iv a l  in   th o   S ta te s ,  y o u   w o u ld   do   a  g o o d t u r n   to   h e r,  a n d ,  a t  th o   sam e  tim e ,  c o n fe r  a n   e te rn a l f a v o u r   on

“   Y o u rs   v e r y   t r u l y , 

“  E mily  W ade.” 

L u c y   fo ld e d   h e r  h a n d s  

in   m e lo d ra m a tic   d e s p a ir. 

“   K a n s a s   C it y   !  ”   she  e x c la im e d ,  w i t h   a  s h u d d e r  o f  h o rr o r . 

“   A n d   A s a   1’ .  E a s te rb ro o k   ! 

A   g e o lo g is t,  in d e e d ! 

T h a t  

h o r r id   M rs .  W a d e   ! 

S he ju s t   d id   i t   o n   p u rp o s e  I  ”  ; 

“  I t   seem s  to   m e ,”   I   p u t   in ,   re g a rd in g   th o   le t t e r   close, 

“ sho  d id   i t   m e re ly   because  sho  w a s   a sk e d   to   f in d   a c h a p e ro n   fo r   th e   g i r l ;  a n d   sho  w ro te   th o   v e r y   s h o rte s t p o s s ib le   n o te ,  i n   a  p o r fu n c to r y   w a y ,  to   th o   v e r y   f ir s t a c q u a in ta n c e   she  c h a n c e d   to   h e a r  o f  w h o   w a s  g o in g   to A m e ric a .” 

“ V e r n o n ! ”   m y   w ife   e x c la im e d ,  w i t h   a  v e r y   d e c id e d a ir ,   “  y o u   m e n   a re   s u c h   s im p le to n s   ! 

Y o u   c r e d it   e v e r y b o d y   a lw a y s   w i t h   th e   b e s t  a n d   p u re s t  m o tiv e s . 

B u t  

y o u ’re   u t t e r l y   w ro n g . 

I   c a n   seo  th r o u g h   t h a t   w o m a n . 

T h o   h a te fu l,  h a te fu l  w r e t c h ! 

Sho  d id   i t   to   s p ite   m o ! 

O h ,  m y   p o o r,  p o o r  b o y  ;  m y   d e a r,  g u ile le s s   B e r n a rd  ! ” 

B e rn a rd ,  I   m a y   m e n tio n ,  is   o u r   e ld e s t  son ,  a g e d   j u s t t w e n t y - f o u r ,   a n d   a  C a m b rid g e   g ra d u a te ,  l l o ’s  a  t u t o r   a t K i n g ’s,  a n d   th o u g h   he ’s  a  d e a r  good  fe llo w ,  a n d   a s p le n d id   lo n g -s to p ,  I   c o u ld n ’ t   m y s e lf   c o n s c ie n tio u s ly sa y  I   re g a rd   g u ile le s s n e s s   as  q u it e   h is   m o s t  m a rk e d c h a ra c te ris tic . 

“ W h a t   a re   y o u   d o in g ? ”   I   aske d,  as  L u c y   s a t  d o w n w i t h   a  r e s o lu te ly   d e te rm in e d   a ir   a t   h e r  w r it in g - t a b le   in th e   c o rn e r. 

“ D o i n g ! ”   m y   w ife   re p lie d ,  w i t h   some  a s p e r ity   in h e r   to n e . 

“ W h y ,   a n s w e rin g   t h a t   h a te fu l,  d e te s ta b le  

w o m a n   !  ” 

I   g la n c e d   o v e r  h e r  s h o u ld e r,  a n d   fo llo w e d   h e r  p e n   as she  w r o te —
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“ M y  D e a r   M rs.  W ad e, 

“   I t  w a s   indeed  a  d e lig h t   to   us  to   see  y o u r   n e a t l i t t l e   h a n d w r it in g   a g a in . 

 N o t h in g   w o u ld   g iv e   u s  g r e a t e r  

p le a s u re ,  I ’ m   s u ro ,  th a n   to   ta k e   e h a rg o   o f   y o u r   fr io n d , w h o ,  I ’ m   c o n fid e n t,  w o   s h a ll  fin d   a  m o s t  c h a r m in g   c o m p a n io n . 

B o r n a rd   w i l l   bo  w i t h   u s,  so  she  w o n ’t   fo o l  i t d u ll,   I   t r u s t . 

W o   h o p o   to   h a v e   a  v e r y   d e lig h t f u l  t r i p , 

a n d  y o u r   h a p p y  t h o u g h t   in   p r o v id in g   us w i t h   a  t r a v e llin g c o m p a n io n   w i l l   a d d ,  n o   d o u b t,  to   a ll  o u r  e n jo y m e n t —  

e s p e c ia lly   B e r n a r d ’s. 

W e   b o th   jo in   i n   v e r y   k in d e s t 

re g a rd s   to   M r .  W a d o   a n d   y o u r s e lf,  a n d   I   a m   o v e r 

“   Y o u rs   m o s t  c o r d ia lly , 

“  L ucy  B .  H ancock.” 

M y   w ife   fa s te n e d   d o w n   th e   e n v e lo p e   w it h   a   v e r y c r u s h in g   a ir . 

“   T h c r o ,  that  o u g h t  to   d o   f o r   h e r,”   she 

sa id ,  g la n c in g   u p   a t   m o   t r iu m p h a n t ly . 

“   I   s h o u ld   t h in k  

sho  c o u ld   see  fro m   t h a t ,   i f   s h e ’s  n o t   as  b lin d   as  a n   o w l, I ’v e   o b s e rve d   h e r  a tro c io u s   d e s ig n s   u p o n   B e rn a rd ,  a n d m e an   to   c h o e k m a to   th e m . 

I f ,   a ft e r   s u c h   a  le tte r ,  sho  has 

th e   c h e e k   to   s e n d   u s  h e r  Y a n k e e   g i r l   to   c h a p e ro n ,  I   s h a ll c o n s id e r  h e r  lo s t  to   a l l   senso  o f   sh a m o   a n d   a l l   n o tio n s   o f d e c e n c y. 

B u t   sho  w o n ’ t,  o f  co u rso . 

S h e ’l l   w it h d r a w   h e r 

u n o b tr u s iv e ly .”   A n d   L u c y   flu n g   t h e   p e c c a n t  s h o o t  th a t h a d   ro u s e d   a ll  t h is   w r a th   o n   to   th e   b a c k   o f   th e   fire p la c o w i t h   o ffe n d e d   d ig n it y . 

S ho  w a s   w ro n g ,  h o w e v e r. 

B y   n e x t   e v e n in g ’s  p o s t  a 

second  le t t e r   a r r iv e d ,   m o re   d is c o m p o s in g ,  i f   p o s s ib le ,  to h e r  n e rv e s   th a n   th e   f i r s t   one. 

“   M rs .  L u c y   B .  H a n c o c k ,  L o n d o n . 

“   D e a r   M a d a m , 

“   I   le a rn   fro m   m y   f r ie n d   M rs . W a d o ,  o f  O x fo rd C o lle g e ,  t h a t   y o u   a ro   g o in g   to   bo  k in d   e n o u g h   to   ta k e c h a rg e   o f   m e  across  th e   o ce an . 

I   th a n k   y o u   f o r   y o u r  

c o u rte s y ,  a n d   w i l l   g la d ly   a c c e p t  y o u r   f r ie n d ly   o ffe r. 

I f
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y o u   w i l l   lo t   m o  k n o w   l>y  w lu it   s te a m e r  y o u   s ta r t,  I   w i l l r e g is te r   m y   passago  r i g h t   a w a y   in   L iv e r p o o l. 

A ls o ,  i f  

y o u   w i l l   bo  g oo d   e n o u g h   to   t o l l   m o   fro m   w h a t   depot  y o u lo a v o   L o n d o n ,  a n d   b y   w h a t   t r a in ,   I   w i l l   g o   a lo n g   w i t h y o u   in   th o   cars. 

I ’ m   u n u se d   to   t r a v e l  a lo n e . 

“   R o s p o c tfu lly , 

“   M elissa  P.  E asterurook.” 

L u c y   g azed   a t  i t   in   d e s p a ir. 

“   A   c re a tu re   lik e   t h a t !  ” 

she  c rio d ,  a ll  

h o r r o r - s t r u c k . 

“  O h ,  m y   p o o r  d e a r 

B e r n a rd   !  T h e   ocean,  she  says  ! 

G o   a lo n g   w i t h   y o u   in  

th e   c a rs   ! 

M e lis s a   P .  E a s te rb ro o k   !  ” 

“   P e rh a p s ,”   I   s a id   t e n t a t iv e ly ,   “   she  m a y   be  b e t t e r   th a n h e r  n a m e . 

A n d ,  a t  a n y   ra te ,  B e r n a r d ’s  n o t   bound  to  

m a r r y   h e r !  ” 

L u c y   d a rte d   a t  m o  p ro fo u n d   v o lu m e s   o f   m u te   fe m in in e c o n te m p t. 

“  T h e   g i r l ’s  p r e t t y , ”   sh e   s a id   a t  la s t,  a fte r   a lo n g ,  deep  pause,  d u r in g   w h ic h   I   h a d   been  m a d e   to re a liz e   to   th o   f u l l   m y   o w n   u t t e r   m o ra l  a n d   in t e lle c t u a l n o th in g n e s s . 

“  Y o u   m a y   bo  s u ro   she’s  p r e t t y . 

M rs . 

W a d e   w o u ld n ’t   h a v o   fo is te d   h e r  u p o n   u s   i f   she  w a s n ’ t p r e t t y ,   b u t   u n s p e a k a b le . 

I t ’s  a  v ile   p lo t   on   h e r  p a r t   to  

d e s tro y   m y  peace  o f  m in d .  Y o u   w o n ’t   b e lie v e   i t ,  V e r n o n   ; b u t   I    know  t h a t   w o m a n . 

A n d   w h a t   does  th o   g i r l   m e an  

b y   s ig n in g   h e rs e lf ‘  R e s p e c tfu lly ,’  I   w o n d e r ? ” 

“  I t ’s  th e   A m e ric a n   w a y ,”   I   v e n tu re d   g e n tly   to   i n t e r pose. 

“ So  I   g a th e r ,”   m y   w ife   a n s w e re d   w i t h   a  p ro fo u n d a c c e n t  o f  c o n te m p t. 

T o   h e r ,  a n y t h in g   t h a t   is n ’ t   d on e   in  

th e   p u re s t  E n g lis h   w a y   s ta n d s ,  ipso f a c to ,  s e lf-c o n d e m n e d im m e d ia te ly . 

A   d a y   o r  tw o   la t e r   a  second  le t t e r   a r r iv e d   fr o m   M is s E a s te rb ro o k ,  in   r e p ly   to   one  o f   L u c y ’s,  s u g g e s tin g   a re n d e zv o u s . 

I   confess  i t   d re w   u p   in   m y   m in d   a  som ew h a t   p a in fu l  p ic tu r e .  I   b e g a n   to   b e lie v e   m y   w ife ’s  fe a rs w e re   in   som e  w a y s   w e ll  g ro u n d e d . 
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“ M rs .  L u c y   B .  H a n c o c k ,  L o n d o n ”   (a s   b o fo ro ). 

“   D ear  M a d a m , 

“  I   t h a n k   y o u   f o r   y o u rs ,  a n d   w i l l   m e e t  y o n on  th o   d a y   a n d   h o u r   y o u   m e n tio n   a t  S t.  P a n c ra s    depdt.  

Y o u   w i l l   k n o w  m o  w h e n   y o u   seo  m e ,  liee a uso   I   s h a ll  w e a r a  d o v e -c o lo u re d   d re s s ,  w i t h   b o n n e t  to   m a tc h ,  a n d   a  p a ir o f  g r e y   spe cta cle s. 

“   R e s p e c tfu lly , 

“ M elis sa  P .  E asteubrook.” 

I   la id   i t   d o w n   a n d   s ig h e d .  “  A   N e w   E n g la n d   s c h o o l-m a rm   !  ”   I   e x c la im e d   w i t h   a  g ro a n .  “  I t   s o u n d s   r a t h e r t e r r ib le . 

A   d o v e -c o lo u re d   dress,  a n d   a  p a ir   o f  g r e y   spec t a c le s ! 

I   fa n c y   I   c a n   p ic t u r e   h e r   to   m y s e lf— a  t a l l   a n d b o n y   p e rs o n   o f   a  c e r ta in   a g o ,  w i t h   c o rk s c re w   c u r ls ,  w h o re a d s   im p r o v in g   b oo ks,  a m i  has  v ie w s   o f   h e r   o w n   a b o u t th e   f u lf ilm e n t   o f  p ro p h e c y .” 

B u t   as  m y   s p ir it s   w o n t  d o w n ,  so  L u c y 's   w o n t  u p ,  l i k o th o   o ld   m a n   a n d   w o m a n   in   th e   c o tta g e   w e a th e r-g la s s . 

“   T h a t   lo o k s   m o re   p r o m is in g ,”   she  s a id .  “  T h e   s p e c ta c le s a re   g oo d.  P e rh a p s   a fte r   a ll   d e a r  B e r n a rd   m a y   escape. 

I   d o n ’ t   t h i n k   lie ’ s  a t  a ll  th e   s o rt  o f   p e rs o n   to   be   ta k e n w i t h   a  d o v e -c o lo u re d   b o n n e t.” 

F o r  some d a y s  a ft e r  B e r n a rd  cam e  h o m e   fro m  C a m b rid g e w o   ch a ffe d   a  goo d   d e a l  a m o n g  o u rs e lv e s  a b o u t M is s  M e lis s a E a s te rb ro o k . 

B e r n a rd   to o k   q u it e   m y   v ie w   a b o u t  th e  

s p e c ta c le s   a n d   d re s s .  H e   e ve n   d r e w   o n   an   e n v e lo p e   a fa n c y   p o r t r a it   o f   M is s   E a s te r b r o o k ,  as  h e   s a id   h im s e lf, 

“   fr o m   d o c u m e n ta ry   e v id e n c e .” 

I t   re p re s e n te d   a  t y p ic a l 

s c h o o lm a rm   o f  th o   m o s t v ir u le n t   o rd e r, a n d  w a s   c a lc u la te d to   s tr ik o   t e r r o r   in t o   th e   r e c e p tiv e   m in d   o f   in g e n u o u s y o u t h   o n   s im p le   in s p e c tio n . 

A t   la s t  th e   d a y   cam e  w h e n   w e   w e re   to   g o   to   L iv e r p o o l. 

W e   a r r iv e d   a t   S t.  P a n c ra s   i n   v e r y   g o o d   tim e ,  a n d   lo o k e d a b o u t  o n   th o   p la t f o r m   f o r   a  t a l l   a n d   h a rd -fa c e d   p e rs o n   o f T r a n s a t la n tic   a s p e c t,  a rra y e d   in   a  d o v e -c o lo u re d   d re s s
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a n d   a  p a ir   o f   g r e y   spe cta cle s. 

_C.it  w o   lo o k e d   iu   v a in   : 

n o b o d y   a b o u t  scorned  to   a n s w e r  to   tb o   d e s c rip tio n . 

A t  

la s t  B e r n a rd   tu r n e d   to   m y   w if o   w i t h   a  c u r io u s   s m ilo . 

“  I   t h in k   I ’ ve  s p o tte d   h e r,  m o th e r ,”   h o   s a id ,  w a v in g   h is h a n d   v a g u e ly   to   tb o   r i g h t , 

“   T h a t   la d y   o v e r  y o n d e r —  

b y   th o   d o o r  o f  th e   ro fro s lim o n t- ro o in . 

D o n ’ t   y o u   see ? 

T h a t   m u s t  be  M e lis s a .”   F o r   w o   k n o w   h e r  o n ly   as  M e lis s a a lr e a d y   a m o n g   o u rs e lv e s   :  i t   h a d   been  ra is e d   to   th o   m ild r a n k   o f a  f a m ily   w it t ic is m . 

I   lo o k e d   in   th e   d ir e c tio n   he  s u g g e s te d ,  a n d   p a u se d   fo r c e r ta in t y . 

T h e re ,  ir r e s o lu te   b y   th o   d o o r  a n d   g a z in g  

a b o u t  h e r  t i m i d l y  w i t h  i n q u i r i n g  eyes,  s to o d  th e   p r e t t ie s t , t in ie s t ,   m o s t  s h r in k in g   l i t t l e   W e s te rn   g i r l   y o u   e v e r  s a w iu   y o u r   l i f e — a t t ir e d ,   as  she  s a id ,  in   a  d o v e -c o lo u re d d ross,  w i t h   b o n n e t  to   m a tc h , a n d  a p a ir   o f  g ro y  s pe cta cle s. 

B u t   o h,  w h a t   a  d o v e -c o lo u re d   d re s s !  W a lt e r  C ra n e  m ig h t h a v e   d e s ig n e d  i t — one o f  th o s e  p e rfe c t t r a v e llin g   co s tu m e s o f  w h ic h   th e   A m e ric a n   g i r l   seem s  to   possess  a  m o n o p o ly ; a n d   th o   s p e c ta c le s — w e ll,   th e   s pe cta cle s,  th o u g h   u n d o u b te d ly   re a l,  a d d e d   j u s t   a  to u c h   o f   p iq u a n c y   to   an o th e r w is e   a lm o s t  p a i n f u l l y  t i m i d  a u d   r e t i r i n g  l i t t l e   fig u re . 

T h e   m o m e n t  I   s e t  eyes  o n   M e lis s a   E a s te rb ro o k ,  I   w i l l c a n d id ly   a d m it,  I   w a s   h e r  c a p tiv e   a t   o n c e ;  a n d   e v e n L u c y ,  as  she  lo o k e d   a t  h e r,  re la x e d   h e r  faco  in v o l u n t a r i l y in t o   a s y m p a th e tic   s m ile . 

A s   a  r u le ,  L u c y   m ig h t   pose  as 

a  p e rfe c t  m o d e l  o f   th o   B r i t i s h   m a tr o n   in   h e r   a m p le r a n d   m a tu r e r   y e a rs — “  c a lm ly   t e r r ib le , ”   as  a n   A m e ric a n o b s e rv e r  o nce   d e s c rib e d   th e  g e n u s :  b u t  a t  s ig h t   o f  M e lis s a she  m e lte d   w it h o u t   a  s tr u g g le . 

“   P o o r  w ee  l i t t l e   t h in g , 

h o w   p r e t t y   sho  is   1  ”   sho  e x c la im e d   w i t h   a  s ta r t. 

Y o u  

w i l l   r e a d ily   a d m it   t h a t   w a s   a  g r e a t  d e a l,  f r o m 'L u c y . 

M e lis s a   cam e  f o r w a r d   t e n t a t iv e ly ,   a  d a in ty   b lu s h   h a l f r is in g   on  h e r   r a t h e r   p a le   a n d   d e lic a te  l i t t l e  c h e e k .  “   M r s . 

H a n c o c k ? ”   sho  s a id   iu   a n   i n q u ir in g   to n e ,  w i t h   ju s t   th e fa in te s t  s u s p ic io n   o f   a n   A m e r ic a n   a c c e n t  iu   h e r   m u s ic a l s m a ll  v o ic e .  L u c y   to o k   h e r  h a n d   c o r d ia lly .   “   I   w as  su re
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i t   w a s   y o u ,  m a ’a m ,”   M e lis s a   w e n t  o n   w i t h   p r e t t y   c o n fid e n c e ,  lo o k in g   u p   in t o   h e r   face,  “ becau se   M rs .  W a d e to ld   m o  y o u ’ d   bo  as  k in d   to   m o  as  a  m o th e r ;   a n d   t lio m o m e n t  I   s a w   y o u   I   j u s t   s a id   to   m y s e lf,  ‘  T h a t    must  bo M rs .  H a n c o c k  :  sho’s  so  s w e e tly   m o th e r ly . ’ 

I I o w   g o o d   o f 

y o u   to   b u rd e n   y o u r s e lf   w it h   a  s tr a n g e r   lik e   m o ! 

1  h op e  

in d e e d   I   w o n ’ t   be  to o   m u c h   tr o u b le . ” 

T h a t  w as th e  b e g in n in g .  I   m a y  as  w e ll  s a y ,  f ir s t  as la s t, w o  w e re  a ll o f   us ta k e n  b y  s to rm  “  r i g h t  a w a y  ”  b y  M e lis s a . 

L u c y   h e rs e lf  s tr u c k   h e r  fla g   u n c o n d it io n a lly   b e fo re   a s in g le   s h o t  w a s   fire d ,  a n d   B e r n a rd   a n d   I ,   h a rd   h i t   a t  a ll p o in ts ,  s u rre n d e re d   a t  d is c re tio n . 

She  w a s   th e   m o st 

c h a r m in g   l i t t l e   g ir l   th e   h u m a n   m in d   can   c o n c e iv e . 

O u r 

c o ld   E n g lis h   la n g u a g e   fa ils ,  in   it s   ro u g h n e s s ,  to   d e s c rib e h e r.  S he w a s   p e tite , m ignonne,  g ra c e fu l, f a ir y - lik e ,  y e t  w i t h a  to u c h   o f  Y a n k e e   q u a in tn e s s   a n d   a  d e lic io u s    espieglerie t h a t   m a d e   h e r   a b s o lu te ly   u n iq u e   in   m y   e x p e rie n c e   o f w o m e n . 

W o   h a d   u t t e r l y   lo s t  o u r  h e a rts   to   h e r  b e fo re e v e r  w e   re a ch e d   L iv e r p o o l ;  a n d , s tr a n g e   to   sa y,  I   b e lie v e th e   o n e   o f us  w h o s e   h e a r t  w a s   m o s t  c o m p le te ly   g o n e   w as, i f  o n ly   y o u ’ l l   b e lie v e   i t ,   t h a t   c a lm ly   t e r r ib le   L u c y . 

M e lis s a ’s  m o s t  w in n in g   c h a ra c te ris tic ,  h o w e v e r,  as  i t seem ed  to   m e,  w a s  h e r  p e rfe c t  fra n k n e s s . 

A s   w e   w h ir le d  

a lo n g   o n   o u r  w a y   a cross  E n g la n d ,  she   t o ld   u s   e v e r y t h in g a b o u t  h e rs e lf,  h e r  f a m ily ,   h e r   frie n d s ,  h e r   n e ig h b o u rs , a n d   th e   p o p u la tio n   o f   K a n s a s   C i t y   in   g e n e ra l. 

N o t 

o b t r u s iv e ly   o r  e g o tis t ic a lly —- o f  e g o tis m   M e lis s a   w o u ld   to w h o lly   in c a p a b le — b u t   in   a  c e r ta in   t im id ,   c o n fid in g ,  h a lf-c h ild lik e   w a y ,  as  o f  th e   lo s t l i t t l e  g i r l ,  t h a t  w a s  a b s o lu te ly c a p tiv a tin g . 

“  O h   n o ,  m a ’a m ,”   she  sa id ,  in   a n s w e r  fo  

one  o f   L u c y ’s  e a rlie s t  q u e s tio n s ,  “  I   d id n ’ t   com e  o v e r a lo n e. 

I   t h i n k   I ’d   bo  a fr a id   to . 

I   cam e  w it h   a  w h o le  

s q u a d   o f  us  w h o   w e re   d o in g   E u ro p e . 

A   p r o m in e n t  la d y  

in   K a n s a s   C i t y   to o k   c h a rg e   o f   th e   s q u a re   lo t . 

A n d   I   g o t 

as  f a r   as  H om e  w i t h   th e m , t h r o u g h   G e rm a n y  a n d   S w itz e r la n d ,  a n d   th e n   m y   m o n e y   w o u ld n ’ t  r u n   to   i t   a n y   f u r t h e r : I
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so  I   h a d   (o  g o   b a c k . 

T r a v e l l i n g   com es  h ig h   in   E u ro p e , 

w h a t  w it h   h o te ls   a n d   lees  a n d   h a v in g   to   p a y   to   g u t  y o u r b a g g a g e   c h e c k e d . 

A n d   t h a t ’s  h o w   1  c a m e   to   w a n t  a n  

e s c o rt.” 

B e r n a rd   s m ile d   g o o d - n a tu r e d ly . 

“ T h e n   y o u   h a d   o n ly  

a  fix e d   s u m ,”   he   a sk e d ,  “   to   m a k e   y o u r   E u ro p e a n   t o u r w i t h ? ” 

“   T h a t ’s  so,  s ir , ”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d ,  lo o k in g   u p   a t  h im q u iz z ic a lly   th r o u g h   th o s e   p r e t t y   g r e y   s p e c ta c le s . 

“  I ’d  

p u t   a w a y   q u it e   a  l i t t l e   s u m   o f  m y   o w n   to   m a k e   t h is   t r i p u p o n . 

I t   w a s   m y   o n ly   c h a n c e   o f   s e e in g   E u r o p e   a n d im p r o v in g   m y s e lf   a  p ie c e . 

I   k n o w   w h e n   I   s ta r te d   1 

c o u ld n ’ t   g o   a ll   th e   ro u n d   t r i p   w i t h   th e   r e s t  o f  m y   p a r t y  : b u t   1  t h o u g h t   I ’d   s e t  o u t  w i t h   th e m ,  a n y   w a y ,  a n d   g o a he ad   as  lo n g   as  m y   fu n d s   h e ld   o u t ;  a n d   th e u   w h e n   I w a s   th r o u g h   I ’d   t u r n   a b o u t  a n d   com e  h o m e   a g a in .” 

“ B u t   y o u   p u t   a w a y   t lio   m o n e y   y o u r s e lf ? ”   L u c y   a ske d, w it h   a  l i t t l e   s ta r t   o f  a d m ir in g   s u rp ris e . 

“ Y e s ,  m a ’a m ,”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d   s a g e ly . 

“ I   k n o w   i t . 

I   s a v e d   i t . ” 

“ F r o m   y o u r   a llo w a n c e ? ”   L u c y   s u g g e s te d ,  fr o m   th e re s tr ic te d   h o riz o n   o f h e r  E n g lis h   p o in t  o f  v ie w . 

M e lis s a   la u g h e d   a  m e r r y   l i t t l e   la u g h   o f   a m u s e m e n t. 

“  O h   n o ,”   she  s a id   ;  “  fr o m   m y   s a la ry .” 

“  F r o m   y o u r   s a la r y  ! ”   B e r n a r d   p u t   in ,   lo o k in g   d o w n   a t h e r   w i t h   a n   in q u i r i n g   g la n c e . 

“   Y e s,  s i r ;   t h a t ’s  i t , ”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d ,  a ll   u n a b a sh e d . 

“   Y o u   see,  f o r   fo u r   y e a rs   I   w as a  c le r k   in   th e   P o s t  O ffic e .” 

She  p ro n o u n c e d   i t   “  c lu r k , ”   b u t   t h a t ’s  a  d e ta il. 

“ O h ,  in d e e d  1”   B e r n a rd   e ch oe d. 

H e   w a s   b u r n in g   to  

k n o w   h o w ,  I   c o u ld   see,  b u t   p o lite n e s s   fo rb a d e   h im   to press  M e lis s a   on   so  d e lic a te   a  p o in t   a n y   f u r th e r . 

M e lis s a ,  h o w e v e r,  h e rs e lf  s u p p lie d   a t  o nce   th o   m is s in g in fo r m a tio n . 

“   M y   fa th e r   w a s   p o s tm a s te r  in   o u r   c it y , ” 

she  s a id   s im p ly ,  “  u n d e r   th o   la s t  a d m in is t r a t io n — P re s id e n t  B la n c o ’s,  y o u   k n o w — a n d   h o   m a de   m o   o n e   o f  h is s
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c le r k s ,  o f  cou rse,  w h e n   h e ’d  g o tte n  th o   p la c e  ;  a n d   as  lo n g as  th e   fu n   w e n t  o n ,  I   s a v e d   a ll  m y   s a la ry   f o r   a  t o u r   in E u r o p e .” 

“  A n d   a t   th e   e n d   o f  fo u r   y e a rs  ? ”   L u c y   s a id . 

“ O u r  p a r t y   w e n t   o u t,”   M e lis s a   p u t   in ,   c o n f id e n t ia lly . 

“  So,  w h e n   th o   tr o u b le   b e g a n ,  m y   f a t h e r   w a s   d is m is s e d , a n d   I   h a d  ju s t   e n o u g h   l e f t   to   ta k e   me  as  f a r   as  H o m e ,  as I   to ld   y o u . ” 

I   w as  o b lig e d   to  e x p la in  p a r e n th e tic a lly ,  to  a lla y  L u c y ’s w o n d e rm e n t,  t h a t   in   A m e ric a   th o  w h o le   p erson nel  o f  e v e ry lo c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o ffice  ch a n g e s   a lm o s t  c o m p le te ly   w i t h each   in c o m in g   P re s id e n t. 

“   T h a t ’s  so,  s i r , ”   M e lis s a   a ss e n te d ,  w i t h   a  w is e   l i t t l e n o d . 

“ A n d   as  I   d id n ’ t   t h i n k   i t   l i k e l y   o u r  f o lk s   w o u ld g e t  in   a g a in   in   a  h u r r y — th e   c o u n t r y ’s  h a d   e n o u g h   o f   us 

—  1  ju s t   t h o u g h t   I ’d   m a k e   th e   b e s t  o f   m y   m o n e y   w h e n I ’d   g o t  i t . ” 

“   A n d   y o u   u se d   i t   a ll  u p   in   g iv i n g   y o u r s e lf   a  h o lid a y i n   E u r o p e ? ”   L u c y   e x c la im e d ,  h a l f  r e p r o a c h fu lly .  T o   h e r e c o n o m ic   B r i t i s h   m in d   s u c h   a n   e x p e n d itu re   o f   c a p ita l seem ed  h o r r i b l y   w a s te fu l. 

“  Y es,  m a ’a m ,”   M e lis s a  a n s w e re d , a ll   u n c o n s c io u s   o f   th o f a in t   d is a p p ro v a l  im p lie d   in   L u c y ’s  to n e . 

“  Y o u   see,  I ’d 

n e v e r b ee n  a n y w h e r e  m u c h  a w a y   fro m  K a n s a s   C i t y  b e fo r e ; a n d   I   th o u g h t   t h is  w as a  s p e c ia l  o p p o r tu n it y   to  g o  a b ro a d , a n il  v i s i t   th o   p ic tu r e - g a lle r ie s   a n d   c a th e d ra ls   o f   E u ro p e , a n d   e n la rg e   m y   m in d ,  a n d   g e t  a  l i t t l e   c u ltu r e . 

T o   u s,  a 

g lim p s e   o f   E u r o p e ’s  an  in t e lle c t u a l  n e c e s s a ry.” 

“  O h ,  th e n ,  y o u   re g a rd e d   y o u r   v i s i t   as  la r g e ly   e d u c a t io n a l? ”   B e r n a rd   p u t   in ,   w i t h   in c r e a s in g   in te r e s t. 

T h o u g h   lie ’s  a  fe llo w   a n d   t u t o r   o f   K i n g ’s,  I   w i l l   r e a d ily a d m it   t h a t   B e r n a r d ’s  p e rs o n a l  ta s te s   l i o   r a t h e r   in   th o d ir e c tio n   o f  r o w in g   a n d   fo o tb a ll  th a n   o f   g e n e r a l  c u lt u r e  ; b u t   s t i l l ,   th e   A m e ric a n   g i r l ’s  p o in t   o f   v ie w   d e c id e d ly a ttr a c te d   h im   b y   it s   n o v e lt y   i n   a  w o m a n . 

“ T h a t ’s  so,  s ir , ”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d   o n ce   m o re ,  in   h e r
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a cc u sto m e d   a ffir m a tiv e .  “  I   to o k   i t   as  a  s o rt  o f  u n iv e r s it y t r ip . 

I   g ra d u a te d   i n   E u ro p e .  I n   A m e ric a ,  o f   co u rse , w h e re v e r  y o u   go,  a ll  y o u   c a n   see's  e v e ry w h e re   ju s t   th o same,  p u r e ly   n e w   a n d   A m e ric a n . 

T h o   la n g u a g e ,  th o  

m a n n e rs ,  th o   ty p e   d o n 't  v a r y :  in   E u ro p e ,  y o u   cro ss   a f r o n t ie r   o r  a  r ib b o n   o f   sea,  a n d   e v e r y t h in g ’s  d iffe r e n t. 

N o w ,  o n   t h is   t r i p   o f   o a rs ,  w e   w e n t   f ir s t   to   C h e s te r,  to g lim p s e   a  t y p ic a l  o ld   E n g lis h   t o w n — th o s e   R o w s ,  o h ! 

h o w   l o v e l y ! — a n d   th e n   to   L e a m in g to n ,  f o r   W a r w ic k C a s tle   a n d   K e n ilw o r t h .   K e n ilw o r t h ’s  ju s t   g lo rio u s ,  is n ’ t i t ? — w i t h   it s   m o u ld e r in g   re d   w a lls   a n d   it s   d a r k   g re e n iv y ,   a n d   th o   g h o s t  o f  A m y   Ito b s a r t  w a lk in g   u p   a n d   d o w n u p o n   th o   clo s e -s h a ve n   E n g lis h   g ra s s -p lo ts .” 

‘ ‘ I ’ ve  h e a rd   i t ’ s  v e r y   b e a u t if u l, ”   B e r n a rd   a d m itte d g ra v e ly . 

“ W h a t !   y o u   liv e   so  close,  a n d   y o u ’ ve  n e v e r   been th e r e !   ”   M e lis s a   e x c la im e d ,  in   f r a n k   s u rp ris e . 

B e r n a rd   a llo w e d   w i t h   a  s m ile   he  h a d   b ee n   so  c u lp a b ly n e g lig e n t. 

“ A n d   S t r a tfo r d - o n - A v o n ,  t o o ! ”   M e lis s a   w e n t  o n,  e n t h u s ia s t ic a lly ,   h e r  b la c k   eyes  b e a m in g . 

“  I s n ’ t   S t r a tf o r d  

j u s t   c h a rm in g  ! 

I   d o n ’ t   care   f o r   th o  in t e r m in a b le   S h a k e spe are   n u is a n c e ,  y o u   k n o w — t h a t ’s  a l l   too   n e w   a n d   m a de u p ;   w o   c o u ld   ra is e   a   S h a k e s p e a re   hou se   li k e   t h a t   in K a n s a s   C it y   a n y   d a y ;   b u t   th e   c h u rc h ,  a n d   th e   e lm s ,  a n d th e   s w a n s ,  a n d   th o   r i v e r ! 

I   m a do   s u c h   a  s w e e t  l i t t l e  

s k e tc h   o f   th e m   a ll,   so  s o ft  a n d   p e a c o fu l. 

A t   le a s t,  th o  

p la c e   i t s e lf   w a s   as  s w e e t  as  a   c o rn e r  o f   h e a v e n ,  a n d   I t r ie d   as  w e ll  as  I   c o u ld   in   m y   w a y   to   s k e tc h   i t . ” 

“ I   sup po so   i t    is  v e r y   p r e t t y , ”   B e r n a rd   r e p lie d ,  in   a m e d it a t iv o   to n e . 

M e lis s a   s ta rte d   v is ib ly .   “   W h a t !  h a v e   y o u   n e v e r  been th e re ,  e it h e r ? ”   sho  e x c la im e d ,  ta k e n   a b a c k .  “   W e ll,  t h a t is   o d d ,  n o w ! 

Y o u   liv e   in   E n g la n d ,  a n d   h a v e   n e v e r  r u n  

o v e r  to   S tr a tfo r d - o n - A v o n   ! 

W h y ,  y o u   do  s u r p r is e   m e  ! 

B u t ,   t h e r e !  I   sup po se   y o u   E n g lis h   liv e   in   th e   m id s t  o f
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c u ltu r e ,  as  i t   w e re ,  a n d   c a n   g e t  to   i t   a ll  r i g h t   a w a y   a t a n y   t im e ;   so,  p e rh a p s ,  y o u   d o n ’ t   t h i n k   q u it e   as  m u c h   o f i t   as  w e   do,  w h o   h a v o   to   s a ve   u p   o u r   m o n e y ,  p e rh a p s   f o r y e a rs ,  to   g e t,  f o r   o n ce   in   o u r   liv e s ,  j u s t   a  s in g le   p a s s in g g lim p s e   o f   i t .   Y o u   liv e   a t   C a m b rid g e ,  y o n   s e o ;  y o u m u s t  be  ste e pe d   i n   c u lt u r e ,   r i g h t   d o w n   to   th e   fin g e r-e n d s .” 

B e r n a r d   m o d e s tly   re s p o n d e d ,  t w i r l i n g   h is   m a n ly   m o u s ta c h e ,  t h a t   th e ' r i v e r   a n d   t h e   r u n n in g - g r o u n d ,  lie   fe a re d , w e re   m o ro   i n   h is   w a y   th a n   a r t   o r  a rc h ite c tu r e . 

“   A n d   w h e re   else  d id   y o u   go   b e s id e s   E n g la n d  ? ”   L u c y a sk e d ,  r e a lly   in te re s te d . 

“  W e ll,   m a ’a m ,  fr o m   L o n d o n   w e   w e n t  a cross b y   O s te n d to   B ru g e s ,  w lie r o   I   s tu d ie d   th e   M e n d in g s ,  a n d   m a de   a fe w   l i t t l e   co p ie s   fr o m   th e m ,”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   h e r s u n n y   s m ile .  “  I t ’s  s u ch   a  q u a in t   o ld   p la c e ,  B ru g e s .  L if e seem s  to   f lo w   as  s ta g n a n t  as  it s   o w n   c a n a ls . 

H a v e   y o u  

e v e r  b e e n   th e re  ?  ” 

“ O h ,  c h a r m i n g ! ”   L u c y   a n s w e re d ;  “ m o s t  d e lig h t f u l a n d   q u ie t. 

B u t — o r— w h o   a re   th e   M e n d in g s ?   I   d o n ’ t  

q u it e   re c o lle c t  th e m .” 

M e lis s a   g a z e d   a t   h e r,  o p e n -e y e d . 

“ T h e   M e n d in g s ? ” 

she  s a id   s lo w ly ';  “  w h y ,  y o u ’ v e  ju s t   m is s e d   th e   b e s t  t h in g a t  B ru g e s   i f   y o u   h a v e n ’ t   seen  th e m . 

T h e y ’ ve  s u c h   a 

n a iv e   c h a rm   o f   t h e ir   o w n ,  so  in n o c e n t  a n d   s y m p a th e tic . 

T h e y ’ ro   in   t h e   l l o p i t a l   do   S t.  J e a n ,  y o u   k n o w ,  w h e re M e n d in g   p u t   th e m . 

A n d   i t ’s  so  d e l ig h t f u l  to   seo  g re a t 

p ic tu r e s   lik o   th o s o — th o u g h   th e y ’re   t i n y   l i t t l e   t h in g s   to lo o k   a t — in   t h e i r   n a t iv e   s u r r o u n d in g s ,  e x a c tly   as  th o y w o re   f i r s t   p a in te d — th e   C ha sse   do   S te.  U is u lo ,   a n d   a ll th o s o   o th e r  lo v e ly   th in g s ,   so  in f a n t ile   in   t h e ir   s im p lic it y , a n d   y e t   so  e x q u is it e ly   g r a c e fu l,  a n d   p u re ,  a n d   b e a u t if u l. 

I   d o n ’ t   k n o w   as  I   s a w   a n y t h in g   in   E u r o p o   to   e q u a l  th e m f o r   p a th o s   in   t h e ir   o w n   w a y '— e x c e p t,  o f  co u rs e ,  th e   F r a A n g e lic o s   a t  S a n   M a rc o   in   F lo re n c e .” 

“   I   d o n ’ t   t h i n k   I ’ v e   seen  th e m ,”   L u c y   m u rm u re d ,  w it h
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a n   u n c o m fo rta b le   a ir . 

I   c o u lil  soo  i t   w a s   j u s t   d a w n in g  

u p o n   h e r,  in   s p ito   o f  h e r  p a t r o n iz in g ,   t h a t   t h is   Y a n k e o g i r l ,   w i t h   h e r  im p e r fe c t  c o m m a n d   o f   th o   E n g lis h   to n g u e , k n o w   a  v a s t  d e a l  m o re   a b o u t  som o  t h in g s   w o r th   n o tic o th a n   sho  h e r s e lf  d id . 

“ A n d   w h e ro   d id   y o u   g o   th e n , 

d e a r ? ” 

“   O h ,  fro m   B ru g e s   w o   w e n t  o n   to   G h e n t,”   M e lis s a a n s w e re d ,  le a n in g  b a c k ,  a n d   lo o k in g  as  p r e t t y  as  a  p ic tu r e h o rs o lf  in   h e r  s w e e t  l i t t l e   t r a v e llin g - d r e s s ,  “  to   sco  th e g re a t  V a n   E y c k ,  th e   ‘ A d o r a tio n   o f   th e   L a m b ,’  y o u   k n o w  

— th a t   m a g n ific e n t  p a n e l-p ic tu re . 

A n d   th e n   w o   w e n t  to  

B ru s s e ls ,  w h o re   w o   h a d   D ie r ic k   B o u ts   a n d   a ll   th o   la t o r F le m in g s ;   a n d   to  A n t w e r p ,   f o r  R u b e n s   a n d   V a n d y c k   a n d Q u in t in   M a ts y s  ;  a n d  th e  H a g u e   a ft e r  t h a t ,  f o r  R o m b r a n d t a n d   P a u l  P o t t e r ;   a n d   A m s te rd a m   in   th o   e n d ,  f o r   V a n   d e r H o ls t   a n d   G e ra rd   H o w ,  a n d   th o   la to   D u tc h   p a in te rs .  So, y o u   see,  w o   h a d   q u ito   a n   a r t is t ic   t o u r — w o   fo llo w e d   u p th e   d e v e lo p m e n t  o f   N e th e r la n d is h   a r t ,   fr o m   b e g in n in g   to e n d ,  in   h is to r ic a l  o rd e r. 

I t   w a s  j u s t   d e lig h t f u l. ” 

“   I   w o n t  to   A n t w e r p   o nco,”   B e r n a r d   p u t   in ,  s o m e w h a t s h e e p is h ly ,  s t i l l   t w i r l i n g   h is   m o u s ta c h e ;  “   b u t   i t   w a s   on m y   w a y   to   S w itz e r la n d ;   a n d   1  d id n ’ t   soo  m u c h ,  as  f a r   as 1  can  re c o lle c t,  e x c e p t  th o   c a th e d ra l  a n d   th e   q u a y   a n d th o   h o te l  I   w a s   s to p p in g   a t.” 

“  A h ,  t h a t ’s  a ll   v o r y   w e ll  f o r    y o u ,"   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d , w i t h   a  r a t h e r   e n v io u s   a ir . 

“   Y o u   can   sco  th o s e   t h in g s  

a n j'  d a y . 

B u t   f o r   us,  th o   c h a n c e   com es  o n ly   o nce   in   a 

lif e t im e ,   a n d   w o   m u s t  m a k e   th o   m o s t  o f   i t . ” 

W e ll,  in   s u c h   c o n v e rs e   as  t h is   w o   re a c h e d   L iv e r p o o l  in d u o   tim e ,  a n d   w e n t  n e x t   m o r n in g   on   b o a rd   o u r   ste a m e r. 

W e   h a d   a  lo v e ly   passago  o u t,  a n d   a ll  th e   w a y ,  th e   m o re w o   sa w   o f   M e lis s a ,  th e   m o re   w e   lik e d   h e r. 

T o   bo  s u re , 

L u c y   re c e iv e d   a  t e r r ib le   s h o c k   th e   t h i r d   d a y   o u t,  w h e n she  a ske d   M e lis s a   w h a t  sho m e a n t  to   do  w h e n  she re tu r n e d to   K a n s a s   C it y . 

“   Y o u   w o n ’ t   g o   in t o   th o   P o s t  O ffieo 

a g a in ,  T  s up po se,  d e a r ? ”   she  s a id   k in d ly ,   fo r   w o   h a d   g o t
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l>y  t h a t   tim o   on   m o s t  f r ie n d ly   to n n s   w i t h   o u r   l i t t l e M e lis s a . 

“ I   guess  n o t,”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d . 

“ N o   s u c h   lu c k   a n y  

m o re . 

I ’l l   h a v e   to   go  h a c k   a g a in   to   th e   s to re   as  u s u a l.” 

“   T h e   s t o r e ! ”   L u c y   re p e a te d , b e w ild e ro d .  “  I — I   d o n ’ t q u it e   u n d e rs ta n d   y o u .” 

“   W e ll,  th e   sho p,  I   p re s u m e   y o u ’ d   c a ll  i t , ”   M e lis s a a n s w e re d ,  s m ilin g . 

“  M y   f a t h e r ’ s  g o tte n   a  h o o k -s to re   in  

K a n s a s   C it y   ;  a n d   h e fo ro   I   w e n t   in t o   th e   P o s t  O flic o   I h e lp e d   h im   a t  th e   c o u n te r. 

I n   fa c t,  I   w a s   h is   sale sw o m a n .” 

“ I   assure  y o u ,  V e r n o n ,”   L u c y   re m a rk e d   i n   o u r   h e r t li t h a t   n ig h t ,   “ i f  a n   E n g lis h w o m a n   h a d   s a id   i t   to   m o ,  I ’ d h a v o   been  o b lig e d   to   a p o lo g iz e   to   h e r  f o r   h a v in g   fo rc e d h e r  to   con fess  i t ,   a n d   I   d o n ’ t   k n o w   w h a t   w a y   I   s h o u ld e v e r  h a v o   lo o k e d   to   h id e   ra y   fa co   w h ile   she  w a s  t a l k i n g a b o u t  i t . 

l i n t   w i t h   M e lis s a   i t ’s  a ll  so d iffe r e n t, s o m e h o w . 

S he  s p o k e   as  i f   i t   w a s   th e   m o s t  n a t u r a l  t h i n g   on   e a rth f o r   h e r   f a t h e r   to   k e e p   a  s ho p,  a n d   she  d id n ’ t   seem   th o le a s t  l i t t l e   b i t   in   th o   w o r ld   a sh a m e d   o f   i t   e ith e r .” 

“ W h y   s h o u ld   s h e ? ”   I   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   m y   m a s c u lin o b lu n tn e s s . 

P u t   t h a t   w a s   p e rh a p s   a  t r i f l e   to o   a d v a n c e d f o r   L u c y . 

M e lis s a   w a s   e x o r c is in g   a  w id e n in g   in flu o n c o on   m y   w if e ’s  p o in t   o f   v ie w   w i t h   a s to n is h in g   r a p id it y   : b u t   s t i l l ,   a  p e rfe c t  la d y   m u s t  a lw a y s   d r a w   a  lin o   som ew h e re . 

A l l   th o   w a y   across,  in d e e d ,  M e lis s a ’ s  l i v e l y   t a lk   w a s   a c o n s ta n t  d e lig h t   a n d   p le a s u re   to   e v e r y   one  o f   us. 

S ho  

w a s   so  t a k in g ,   t h a t   g ir l ,   so  c o n fid e n tia l,  so  f r ie n d ly .   W o r e a lly   lo v e d   h e r. 

T h e n   h e r  q u a in t   l i t t l e   A m e ric a n is m s  

w e re   as  p r e t t y   as  h e rs e lf— n o t  o n ly   h e r  “   Y e s ,  s irs ,”   a n d h e r  “   N o ,  m a ’ a m s,”   h e r   “   I   gue ss ”   a n d   “  T h a t ’s  so,”   b u t h e r   fre s h   W e s te rn   id e a s   a n d   h e r  in f in it e   p la y   o f   fa n c y   in th e   Q u e e n ’ s  E n g lis h . 

S ho  tu r n e d   i t   as  a  p o t t e r   tu r n s   h is  

c la y . 

I n   P r it a in ,   o u r   m o th e r  to n g u e   h as  c r y s ta lliz e d lo n g   s in ce   in t o   se t  fo rm s   a n d   p h ra se s.  I n   A m e ric a ,  i t   lia s
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 ‘M i

s t i l l   t lio   p la s t ic it y   o f  y o u th   ;  i t   is   f e r t ile   in   n o v e lt y — n a y , e ve n   i n   s u rp ris e s . 

A n d   M e lis s a   k n o w   h o w   to   t w i s t   i t  

d e f t ly   in t o   u n e x p e c te d   q u ip s   a n d   in c o n g ru o u s   c o n ju n c tio n s .  T ie r  t a l k   r a n   on   lik e  a lim p id   b ro o k , w it h  a  m u s ic a l r ip p le   p la y in g   e v e r  o n   th e   s u rfa c e . 

A s   f o r   B e r n a rd ,  ho 

h e lp e d   h e r  a b o u t  th e   s h ip   li k o   a  b ro th e r ,  as  sho  m o v e d l i g h t l y   a ro u n d   w i t l i   h e r  s y lp h lik e   l i t t l e   fo r m   a m o n g   th o ro pe s  a n d   c a p s ta n s . 

M e lis s a   lik e d   to   bo  h e lp e d ,  sho  s a id  : 

sho  d id n ’ t   b e lie v e   one  b it   in   w o m a n ’s  r i g h t s ;   n o,  in d e e d  

— sho  w a s   a  g re a t  d e a l  to o   fo n d   o f b e in g   ta k e n   ca re   o f   fo r t h a t. 

A n d   w h o   w o u ld n ’ t   ta k o   c a ro   o f   h e r,  t h a t   d e lic a te l i t t l e   t h in g ,   lik e   som e  c h o ice  s m a ll  m a s te rp ie c e  o f   c u n n in g w o r k m a n s h ip  ?  W h y ,   sho  a lm o s t  lo o k e d   as  i f   sho  w o re m a de   o f  V e n e tia n   g la s s,  a n d   a  f a l l   o n   d e c k   w o u ld   s h a tte r h e r  in t o   a  th o u s a n d   fra g m e n ts . 

A n d   h e r  t a l k   a ll   th o   w a y   w a s  o f  th o   jo y s   o f   E u ro p e  —  

th o   c a s tle s   a n d   a b b e y s   sho  w a s   le a v in g   b e h in d ,  th o p ic tu re s   a n d   s ta tu e s   sho  h a d   seen  a n d   a d m ire d ,  th o p ic tu re s   a n d   s ta tu e s   sho  h a d   l o f t   u n v is ite e l. 

“  Som ebody- 

to ld   m o   in   P a ris ,  sho  s a id   to   m o  o no  d a y ,  as  sho  h u n g   o n m y   a r m   on   d e c k   a n d   lo o k e d   u p   in t o   m y   faco   c o n f id in g ly w i t h   t h a t   c h ild lik o   s m ile   o f   h e rs ,  “  th e   o n ly '  h a p p y   tim o i n   a n   A m e ric a n   w o m a n ’s  li f e   is   th o   p e rio d  w h e n   she’s j u s t g o t  o v e r  th e   f ir s t   p o ig n a n t  re g r e t  a t  h a v in g   l e f t   E u ro p e , a n d   h a s n ’ t   y e t   re a ch e d   th o   p o in t   w h e n   sho  m a ke s   u p   h e r m in d   t h a t ,   c om e   w h a t   w i l l ,   she  r e a lly    must  go   b a c k   a g a in . 

A n d   I   th o u g h t ,  f o r   m y   p a r t,  th e n   m y   h a p p in e s s   w a s  f a i r l y s p o ilt  f o r   life ,  fo r   I   s h a ll  n e v e r  be  a b le   a g a in   to   a ffo rd   th o jo u r n e y . ” 

“ M e lis s a ,  m y   c h ild , ”   1  s a id ,  lo o k in g   d o w n   a t  thoso  r ip o r ic h   lip s ,  “  i n   t h is   w o r ld   one  n e v e r  k n o w s   w h a t  m a y   t u r n u p   n e x t.  I ’ ve  o b s e rv e d   o n   m y'  w a y   d o w n   th e   p a th   o f   l if e t h a t   w h e n   f r u i t   h a n g s   ro s y -re d   o n   th e   tre e   b y   th o   w a ll, som o  p a s s e r-b y   o r  o th e r  is   p r e t t y   s u re   in   th e   e n d   to p lu c k   i t . ” 

B u t   t h a t   w a s   too  m u c h   fo r   M e lis s a ’s A m e ric a n   m o d e sty , 
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S ho   lo o k e d   d o w n   a n d   b lu s h o d   lilc o   a  rose  h o rs o lf. 

B u t  

sho  a n s w e re d   m o  n o t h in g . 

A   n ig h t   o r  tw o   b e fo ro   w o   re a c h e d   N o w   Y o r k   I   w as s ta n d in g   in   th e  g lo o m , h a l f  h id d e n   b y   a   b o a t on   th o   d a v its a m id s h ip s ,  e n jo y in g   m y   v c s p o r tin a l  c ig a r   in   th o   co o l  o f e v e n in g ;  a n d   b e tw e e n   th o   p u ffs   I   c a u g h t  fro m   tim e   to tim e   s tr a y   s n a tch e s   o f   a  c o n v e rs a tio n   g o in g   o n   s o f t ly   in th e   t w i l i g h t   b e tw o o n   B e r n a rd  a n d   M e lis s a .  I   h a d   n o tic e d o f   la te ,  in d e e d ,  t h a t   B e r n a r d   a n d   M e lis s a   w a lk e d   m u c h o n   d e c k   in   th o   e v e n in g   t o g e t h e r ;  b u t   t h is   p a r t ic u la r e v e n in g  th e y  w a lk e d   lo n g   a n d   la te , a n d   t h e ir   c o n v e rs a tio n seem ed  to   m e  ( i f  I   m ig h t  ju d g e  b y   fra g m e n ts ) p a r t ic u la r ly c o n fid e n tia l.  T h o   b it s   o f  i t   I   c a u g h t  w e ro   m o s tly ,  i t   is t r u e ,  o n   M e lis s a ’ s  p a r t   (w h e n   B e r n a rd   s a id   a n y t h in g ,   ho s a id   i t  lo w e r ) .   S he   w as t a lk in g  e n th u s ia s tic a lly  o f  V o n ic e , F lo re n c e ,  l ’ isa ,  H o m e ,  w i t h   o cc a sio n a l  f ly in g   e x c u rs io n s i n t o   S w itz e r la n d   a n d   th o   T y r o l. 

O n c e   as  sho  passed  I  

h e a rd   s o m e th in g  m u rm u re d  lo w  a b o u t B o t t ic o lli’ s “  P rim a - 

v e r a ; ”   w h o n   n e x t   sho  w e n t  b y ,  i t   w a s   th o   A lp s   fro m M i i r r c n ;   a  t h i r d   tim e ,  a g a in ,  i t   w a s   th o   m o sa ics  a t  S t. 

M a r k ’s,  a n d   T i t i a n ’s  “ A s s u m p tio n ,”   a n d   th o   D o g e ’s P a la ce . 

W h a t   so  in n o c e n t  as  a r t ,   in   th o   m o o n lig h t.,  o n th o   ocean ? 

A t   la s t  B e r n a rd   p au se d   j u s t   o p p o s ito   w h o re   1  s to o d ( f o r   th e y   d id n ’ t   p e rc e iv e   m e ),  a n d   s a id   v e r y   e a rn e s tly , 

“ L o o k   h e re ,  M e lis s a ,” — h o   h a d   c a lle d   h e r   M e lis s a   a lm o s t fr o m   th o   f ir s t   m o m e n t,  a n d   sho  scorned  to   p r e f e r   i t ,   it, seem ed  so  n a t u r a l— “   L o o k   h e ro ,  M e lis s a . 

D o   y o u   k n o w , 

w h o n   y o u   t a lk   a b o u t  th in g s   1 ik e   th a t,  y o u   m a k o   m o   fo o l so  d r e a d fu lly   a sh a m e d   o f  m y s e lf.” 

“   W h y   so,  M r .  H a n c o c k  ? ”   M e lis s a   a sk e d   in n o c e n tly . 

“   W e ll,  w h e n   1  t h i n k   w h a t   o p p o r tu n itie s   I ’ vo  h a d ,  a n d h o w   l i t t l e   I ’ v o   u se d   th e m ,”   B e r n a rd   e x c la im e d   w i t h v e h e m e n ce ,  “  a n d   th e n   re fle c t  h o w   fe w   y o u ’ v e   g o t,  a n d h o w   s p le n d id ly   y o u ’v e   m a d e   th e   b e s t  o f   th e m ,  I   ju s t b lu s h ,  I   t e l l   y o u ,  M o lis s a ,  f o r   m y   o w n   la z in e s s .” 
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“ P e rh a p s ,”   M e lis s a   in te rp o s e d   w i t h   a   g ra v o   l i t t l e   a ir , 

“  i f   o n o   lia< l  a lw a y s   been  b r o u g h t   lip   a m o n g   i t   a ll,   o no w o u ld n 't   t h i n k   q n ito   so  m u c h   o f  i t . 

I t ’ s  th o   n o v e lty   o f 

a n t iq u it y   t h a t   m a ke s   i t   so  c h a r m in g   to   p e o p le   fr o m   m y c o u n tr y .  I   su p p o so   i t   soom s  q u it e   n a t u r a l,   n o w ,  to   y o u t h a t   y o u r   p a r is h   c h u rc h   s h o u ld   be  s ix   h u n d r e d   y e a rs   o ld , a n d   h a v e   to m b s   in   th o   c h a n c e l  w i t h   E liz a b e th a n   r u ffs   o r it s   flo o r  in la id   w i t h   P la n ta g c n c t  brasses. 

T o   us,  a ll   t h a t  

seem s  m y s te rio u s   a n d   in   a  c e r ta in   s o rt  o f  w a y   ono  m ig h t a lm o s t  s a y   m a g ic a l. 

N o b o d y   c a n   lo v o   E u ro p e   q n it o   so 

w e ll,  I ’ m   s u re ,  w h o   has  liv e d   in   i t   fro m   a  c h ild . 

 Y o u  

g re w   u p   to   m a n y   t h in g s   t h a t   b u r s t  fre s h   u p o n   us  a t  la s t w i t h   a ll  th o   in te n s e   d e lig h t   o f  a  n e w   s e n s a tio n ." 

T h e y   s to o d   s t i l l   as  th e y   spo ke   a n d   lo o k e d   h a rd   a t  ono a n o th e r. 

T h e r e   w a s   a  m in u t o ’s  pause. 

T h e n   B e r n a rd  

b e g a n   a g a in . 

“  M e lis s a ,”   ho   fa lte re d   o u t,  in   a  r a t h e r  

tre m u lo u s   v o ic e ,  “  a re   y o u   s o r r y   to   g o   h o m o   a g a in  ? ” 

“   I   j u s t   h a to   i t !   ”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   a  v e h e m e n t b u rs t. 

T h e n   sho  a d d e d   a fte r   a  second, “  B u t  I ’ vo  e n jo y e d th o   v o y a g e .” 

“  Y o u ’d   lik e   to   liv e   in   E u ro p e  ? ”   B e r n a rd   a sk e d . 

“  I   s h o u ld   lo v o   i t  1  ”   M e lis s a   re p lie d .  “  I ’ m   fo n d   o f  m y fo lk s ,  o f  co u rse ,  a n d   I   s h o u ld  bo  s o r r y   to   le a v o   th e m   ;  b u t I   ju s t   lo v o   E u ro p e . 

I   s h a ll  n o v e l-  g o   a g a in ,  th o u g h .  I  

s h a ll  com e  r i g h t   a w a y   b a c k   to  K a n s a s   C i t y  n o w , a n d   k e e p s to re   f o r   f a th e r   f o r   th o   re s t  o f   m y   n a t u r a l  e x is te n c e .” 

“   I t   seem s  h a rd ,”  B e r n a rd   w o n t  o n ,  m u s in g ,  “  U n it  a n y b o d y   lik e   y o u ,  M e lis s a ,  w i t h   s u c h   a  n a t u r a l  lo v o   o f   a r t a n d   o f   a ll  b e a u t if u l  t h in g s — a n y b o d y   w h o   can   d r a w   s u c h s w e e t  d re a m s   o f  d e lig h t   sis  tho se   heads  y o u   s h o w e d   us a fte r  F ilip p o   L ip p i — a n y b o d y  w h o  can  a p p re c ia te   F lo re n c e a n d   V e n ic e   a n d   K o in e   as  y o u   do,  s h o u ld   h a v e   to   liv e   a ll h e r  li f e   in   a  F a r   W e s te rn   to w n ,  a n d   m e e t  w i t h   so  l i t t l e s y m p a th y   as  y o u ’re   l i k e l y   to   fin d   th e re .” 

“ T h a t ’s  th e   r u b , ”   M e lis s a   re p lie d ,  lo o k in g   u p   in t o   h is fa ce   w i t h   s u ch   a  c o n fid in g   lo o k   ( i f   a n y   p r e t t y   g i r l   h a d
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lo o k e d   u p   a t   me  lik e   t h a t,  I   s h o u ld   h a v e   k n o w n   w h a t  to d o   w i t h   h e r ;   h u t   B e r n a rd   w a s   t w e n t y - f o u r ,   a n d   y o u n g m e n   a re   m o d e s t). 

“ T h a t ’s  th e   r u b ,  M r .  H a n c o c k . 

1  lik e  

— w e ll,   E u ro p e a n   s o c ie ty   so  v e r y   m u c h   b o lte r . 

O u r   m e n  

a ro   n ic e   e n o u g h   i n   t h e ir   o w n   w a y ,  d o n ’ t   y o u   k n o w ;   b u t t h e y   so m e h o w   la c k   p o lis h — a t  le a s t,  o u t  W e s t,  I   m o a n —  

in   K a n s a s   C it y . 

E u ro p e a n s   m a y n ’ t   bo  v e r y   m u c h   b e tte r 

w h e n   y o u   g e t  r i g h t   a t  th e m , p e rh a p s ;  b u t   on   th e   o u ts id e , a n y   w a y ,  to    me,   t h e y ’re   m o re   a tt r a c tiv e   s o m e h o w .” 

T h e s e   w a s   a n o th e r  lo n g   pauso,  d u r in g   w h ic h   I   f e lt   as g u i l t y   as  e v e r  e a v e s d ro p p e r  before<iMG..  Y e t  1  w a s   g lu e d to   th e   s p o t. 

I   c o u ld   h a r d ly   cscapo.  A t   la s t  B e rn a rd  

spo ke   a g a in . 

“ I   s h o u ld   lik e   to   lia v o   g o n o   ro u n d   w i t h  

y o u   on   y o u r   to u r ,  M e lis s a ,”   ho  s a id ;  “   I   d o n ’ t  k n o w  I t a l y . 

I   d o n ’ t   sup po se   b y   m y s e lf  I   c o u ld   e v e n   a p p re c ia te   i t . 

B u t   i f    you  w e re   b y   m y   s id e ,  y o u ’ d  h a v e   t a u g h t   m e   w h a t i t   a ll   m e a n t ;  a n d   th e n   I   t h i n k   I   m ig h t   p e rh a p s   u n d e r s ta n d   it . ” 

M e lis s a   d re w   a  d e e p   b r e a th . 

“   1  w is h   I   c o u ld   ta k e   i t  

a ll   o v e r  a g a in ,”   sho  a n s w e re d ,  h a l f   s ig h in g . 

“ A n d   1 

d id n ’ t   see  N a p le s ,  e ith e r . 

T h a t   w a s   a  g re a t  d is a p p o in tm e n t.  I   s h o u ld   lik e   to   h a v e   seen  N a p le s ,  I   m u s t  confess, so  as  to   k n o w   I   c o u ld   a t  le a s t  in   th o   e n d   d io   h a p p y .” 

“   W h y   d o   y o u   g o   b a c k  ? ”   B e r n a rd   a sk e d ,  s u d d e n ly , w i t h   a  b o u n c e ,  lo o k in g   d o w n   a t  t h a t   w oo  h a n d   t h a t tre m b le d   u p o n   th o   t a f f r a il. 

“ B ecause  I   c a n ’ t   h e lp   m y s e lf,”   M e lis s a   a n s w e re d ,  in   a q u iv e r in g   v o ic e . 

“  I   s h o u ld   l i k e — I   s h o u ld   li k e   to   liv e  

a lw a y s   in   E n g la n d .” 

“   H a v e   y o u   any7  s p e c ia l  p re fe re n c e   f o r   a n y   p a r t ic u la r t o w n ?  ”   B e r n a rd   asko d,  m o v in g   c lo s e r  to   h e r — th o u g h ,  to bo  s u re ,  ho   w a s   v e r y ,   v e r y   n e a r  a lre a d y . 

“   N — n o ;  n — n o n o   in   p a r t ic u la r , ”   M e lis s a   s ta m m e re d o u t  f a in t ly ,   h a lf  s id lin g   a w a y   fr o m   h im . 

“ N o t  C a m b rid g e ,  f o r   e x a m p le ? ”   B e r n a rd   a ske d,  w i t h a  d ee p   g u lp   a n d   a n   a u d ib le   e ffo rt. 
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I   f d t   i t   w o u ld   bo  u n p a r d o n a b le   f o r   m o  to   h e a r  a n y n io ro . 

I   h a d   h o a rd   a lr e a d y   m a n y   t h in g s   n o t  in te n d e d   fo r m o. 

I   sne ake d   o ff,  u n p o r c o iv o d ,  a n d   l e f t   th o s e   tw o   a lo n e to   c o m p lo to   t h a t   c o n v e rs a tio n . 

H a l f   a n   h o u r  la t e r — i t   w a s   a  c a lm   m o o n lig h t   n ig h t —  

B e r n a rd   ru s h e d   d o w n   e a g e r ly   in t o   th e   s a lo o n   to   f in d   us. 

“ F a th e r   a n d   m o th e r ,”   ho   s a id ,  w i t h   a  b u r s t,  “ I   w a n t y o u   u p   o n   d o c k   f o r   j u s t   to n   m in u to s . 

T h e r e ’s  s o m e th in g  

u p   th e re   I   s h o u ld   lik o   so  m u c h   to   s h o w   y o u .” 

“ N o t  w h a le s ? ”   I   a sk e d   h y p o c r it ic a lly ,   s u p p re s s in g   a s m ile . 

“   N o ,  n o t  w h a le s ,”  h o   r e p lie d   ;  “ s o m e th in g   m u c h   m o re in t e r e s t in g . ” 

W o   fo llo w e d   h im   b li n d ly ,   L u c y   m u c h   i n   d o u b t  w h a t th e   t h i n g   m ig h t   be,  a n d   I   m u c h   in   w o n d e r,  a fte r   M rs . 

W a d e ’ s  le t t e r ,   h o w   L u c y   m ig h t   ta k e   it . 

A t   th e   to p   o f   th e   c o m p a n io n -la d d e r  M e lis s a   s to o d w a it in g   f u r   us,  d e m u re   b u t   s u b d u e d ,  w i t h   a  s t i l l   t im id e r lo o k   th a n   e v e r  u p o n   t h a t   s w e e t  s h r in k in g   s m a ll  fa ce   o f h o rs . 

H e r   h e a rt  b e a t  h a rd ,  I   c o u ld   see  b y   th e   m o v e m e n t o f   h e r  b odieo,  a n d   h e r  b re a th   cam e  a n d   w e n t ;   b u t   she s to o d   th e ro   l i k e   a  d o v e ,  in   h e r   d o v e -c o lo u re d   t r a v e llin g -  

d ress. 

“ M o th e r ,”   B e r n a r d   b e g a n ,  “ M e lis s a ’s  o b lig e d   to   com o b a c k   to   A m e ric a ,  d o n 't   y o u   k n o w ,  w ith o u t   h a v in g   e v e r seen  N a p le s . 

I t   seem s  a  h o r r id   sha m e   sho  s h o u ld   m is s  

s e e in g   i t .   S he  h a d n ’ t   m o n e y   e n o u g h   le f t ,   y o u   re c o lle c t, to   ta k e   h e r  th e ro .” 

L u c y   g azed   a t   h im ,   u n s u s p ic io u s . 

“ I t   does  seem   a 

p it y , ”   sho   a n s w e re d   s y m p a th e t ic a lly . 

“ S h e ’d   e n jo y   i t  

so  m u c h . 

I ’ m   s o r r y   sho  h a s n ’ t   been  a b le   to   c a r r y   o u t  a ll h e r  p ro g ra m m e .” 

“ A n d ,   m o th e r ,”   B e r n a r d   w e n t   o n ,  h is   e ye s  fix e d   h a rd o n   h e rs ,  “ h o w   a w f u l l y   s lic ’d   bo   t h r o w n   a w a y   on   K a m a s C i t y ! 

I   c a n ’ t  b e a r  to   t h in k   o f   h e r  g o in g   b a c k   to   ‘ k e e p s to ro   ’  th e re ,” 

[image: Image 561]

[image: Image 562]

2C8

 MELISSA'S  TOUR. 

“   F o r   r ’ v   p a r t,  I   t h i n k   i t   p o s it iv e ly   w ic k o d ,”   L u c y a n s w e re d   w i t h   a  s m ile ,  “ a n d   I   c a n ’ t   t h i n k   w h a t — w e ll, p o o p lo   in   E n g la n d — a ro   a b o u t  to   a llo w   h e r  to   do   i t . ” 

I   o p o n e d   m y   e ye s  w id e . 

D id   L u c y   k n o w   w h a t   sho 

w a s   s a y in g ?   O r   h a d   M e lis s a ,  th e n ,  fa s c in a te d   h e r — th e a rc h   l i t t l o   w it c h  !— as  sho  h a d   fa s c in a te d   th o   re s t  o f  u s? 

B u t   B e r n a rd ,  e m b o ld e n e d   b y   t h is   e x c e lle n t  o p e n in g , to o k   M e lis s a   b y   th o   h a n d ,  as  i f   in   d u o   fo r m   to   p re s e n t h e r.  “ M o th e r ,”   ho  s a id   t e n d e r ly ,   le a d in g   th o   w eo   t h in g fo r w a r d ,  “ a n d   fa th e r ,  to o ;  this  is   w h a t  I   w a n te d   to   s h o w y o u — th e   g i r l   I ’ m   e n g a g e d   t o ! ” 

I   p a u se d   a n d   tre m b le d . 

I   w a ito d   f o r   th o   t h u n d e r b o lt. 

B u t   n o   th u n d e r b o lt  f e l l .   O n   th e   c o n t r a r y ,   L u c y   s to p p o d fo r w a r d ,  a n d ,  u n d e r   c o v e r  o f   th o   m a s t,  c a u g h t  M e lis s a   in h e r   a rm s   a n d   k is s e d   h e r  tw ic e   o v e r. 

“  M y   d e a r  c h ild , ” 

she   c rie d ,  p re s s in g   h e r   h a rd ,  “   m y   d e a r  l i t t l o   d a u g h te r,  I d o n ’ t   k n o w   w h ic h   o f  y o u   t w o   I   o u g h t  m o s t  to   c o n g r a tu la te .” 

“  B u t   I   d o ,”   B e r n a r d   m u rm u re d   lo w . 

A n d ,  h is   fa th e r  

th o u g h   I   a m ,  I   m u rm u re d   to   m y s e lf,  “   A n d   so  do  I ,  a ls o .” 

“  T h e n   y o u ’ re   n o t  a sh am e d  o f  m o, m o th o r   d e a r,”  M o lis s a w h is p e ro d ,  b u r y in g   h e r   d a in t y   l i t t l o   h ea d   on   L u c y ’s s h o u h lo r,  “  becauso  I   k o p t   s to ro   in   K a n s a s   C i t y  ? ” 

L u c y   roso  a b o ve   h e rs e lf,  in   th e   o x c ito in o n t  o f  th o   m o m e n t.  “   M y  d a r lin g  w o o  d a u g h te r,”  s h o  a n s w e re d ,  k is s in g h e r   t o n d o r ly   a g a in ,  “ i t ’s  K a n s a s   C i t y   a lo n o   t h a t   o u g h t to   bo   ash am e d   o f   it s e l f   f o r   p u t t in g    yon  to   k e e p   s to r o —  

s u c h   a  s w e o t  l i t t l o   gem   as  y o u   a re   ! ” 
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T iie   B is h o p   la id   d o w n   th o   te le g r a m  on   t l i o   ta b lo   w i t h   th e a ir   o f  a  m a n   w h o   h a s   m a d e   h is   m in d   u p , a n d   w i l l   h e a r  n o f u r t h e r   n onsense  fro m   a n y b o d y   a b o u t  i t . 

“  N o ,  m y   d e a r,"  h o   s a id   to   h is   w ife   d e c is iv e ly . 

“  H e ’s 

been  a c q u itte d , a n d   t h a t   is  so  f a r  s a tis fa c to r y — t o  a   c e r ta in e x te n t,  I   g r a n t   y o u ,  s a t is fa c to r y :  h u m a n ly   s p e a k in g ,  i t w a s   a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le   t h a t   h o   c o u ld   b o   a c q u itte d .  T h o e v id e n c o   d id n ’ t  s u ffic e   to   c o n v in c e   th e   c o u r t - m a r t ia l.   I ’ m g la d   o f   it ,  v e r y   g la d   o f   i t ,   o f   co u rse ,  f o r   p o o r  I r i s ’s  s a k o ; b u t   u p o n   m y   w o r d ,  C h a r lo tte ,  I   c a n ’ t   im a g in e   h o w   o n e a rth   th e y   c a n   o v o r  lia v o   fo u n d   i t   i n   t h e i r   con scie nce s  to a c q u it  h im . 

I n   m y   o p in io n — h u m a n ly   s p o a k in g   o n ce  

m o re — i t ’s  m o r a lly   c e r ta in   t h a t   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y   h im s e lf e m b e zz le d   e v e ry   p e n n y   o f  a l l   t h a t   m o n e y .” 

M rs .  B r a n d r e th   tu r n e d   th o   te le g r a m   o v e r  n e rv o u s ly , w i t h   tw o   b ig   te a rs   s ta n d in g   re a d y   to   f a l l   in   th o   c o rn e rs o f   h e r   d e a r  m o th e r ly   o ld   e yes,  a n d   th e n   a sk e d   i n   a  t im id v o ic e ,  “  So  y o u ’ ve  q u it e   d e c id e d ,  lia v o   y o u ,  A r t h u r ,   t h a t i t   m u s t  bo  a ll   b ro k e n   o ff b e tw e e n   h im   a n d   p o o r  I r i s  ? ” 

T h o   B is h o p   p la y e d   w i t h   h is   p a p e r -k n ife ,  h a l f   s tu c k th r o u g h   th o    G u a rd ia n   in   h is   te s ty   fa s h io n .  “  M y   d e a r," 

he   a n s w e re d ,  w i t h   th o   n a t u r a l  im p a tie n c e   o f   a  j u s t   m a n u n d u ly  p ro v o k e d  b y   fe m a le  p e rs is te n c e , “  h o w  is  i t  p o s s ib le , I   p u t   i t   to   y o u ,  t h a t   w o   c o u ld   e v e r  d re a m   o f   le t t i n g   h e r m a r r y   h im  ? 

I   d o n ’ t   w is h   to   ju d g e   h im   h a r s h ly — f a r   bo 

i t   fro m   m o to  ju d g e  a n y   m a n   :  I  h o p e   I  u n d e rs ta n d  m y  d u t y
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as  a  C h r is t ia n   h o tte r  :  h u t   s t i l l ,   C h a r lo tte ,  i t ’s  one  o f   o u r d u tie s ,  y o u   k n o w ,— a n   u n p le a s a n t  d u t y ,   h u t   n o n o   th e   loss a  d u t y  o n   t h a t   a c c o u n t— n o t to  s h u t o u r   o ye s a g a in s t  p la in fa c ts . 

W o   a re   e n tru s te d   w i t h   th e   s a fe -k e e p in g   o f   o u r d a u g h te r ’s  h a p p in e s s ,  a n d   I   s a y   w o   o u g h tn ’ t   to   a llo w   h e r to   im p e r il  i t   h y  t h r o w in g   h e r s e lf a w a y  u p o n   a  m a n   w h o m w o   s tr o n g ly   s u s p e c t— u p o n   ju s t   g ro u n d s — to   ho  q u ite   u n w o r t h y   o f   h e r.  I ’ m   s o r ry   t h a t   w o   m u s t  g iv e   I r i s   so  m u c h p a in ;   h u t   o u r   d u t y ,   C h a r lo tte ,  o u r  d u t y ,   I   sa y,  lie s   c le a r h o fo ro   us. 

T h e   y o u n g   m a n   h im s e lf   sees  i t . 

W h a t   m o re  

w o u ld   y o u   w is h ,  I   w o n d e r ? -’

M rs .  U ra n d re th  s ig h e d  q u ie t ly ,  a n d   lo t   th o   tw o  te a rs   r o ll u n p e rc e iv c d   d o w n   h e r  p la c id ,  g e n tle ,  f a ir  o ld   face.  “ T h o c o u r t - m a r t ia l  h a s  ta k e n   a  m o ro   le n ie n t   v ie w   o f   th o   case, A r t h u r , ”   she  s u g g e s te d   te n t a t iv e ly ,   a fte r   a  pause  o f a  fe w m in u te s . 

T h o   B is h o p   lo o k e d   u p   fro m   th e   ta b le   o f  c o n te n ts   o f   th o G u a r d ia n   w i t h   a  f o r c e d ly   b e n ig n   g la n c e   o f   C h r is t i a n   f o r b e a ra n c e . 

W o m e n    w ill  he  w o m e n ,  o f   cou rse,  a n d    w ill s y m p a th iz e  w i t h   d a u g h te rs   a n d  so f o r t h   in   a ll   t h e ir  fo o lis h m a tr im o n ia l  e n ta n g le m e n ts . 

“ M y   d e a r,”   h o   e x p la in e d , 

w it h   h is   p ra c tis e d   e p is c o p a l  s m ile   o f   g e n tle   co n d e sce n sio n to   th o   lo w e r   in te llig e n c e   o f   w o m e n   a n d   o f   th o   in f e r io r c le r g y ,  “  y o u   m u s t  re c o lle c t  t h a t   th o   c o u r t - m a r t ia l  h a d   to ju d g o   o f  le g a l  p ro o f a n d   le g a l  c e r ta in t y .   M o r a l  p r o o f a n d m o ra l  c e r t a in t y   a rc ,  o f   c o u rs e ,  q u it e   a n o th e r  m a tte r. 

I  

m ig h t   lio s ita to ,  on  th o   e v id e n c o   g iv e n ,  to   im p ris o n   t h is y o u n g   m a n   o r  e ve n   to   d e p riv o   h im   o f   h is   c o m m is s io n   in th o   a r m y ;   a n d   y e t  I   m ig h t   h e s ita te   o n   th o   v e r y   sam e g ro u n d s   to   lo t   h im   ta k e   m y   d a u g h te r  i n   m a rria g e . 

H e  

h as  b e e n   a c q u itte d ,  i t   is   t r u e ,  o n   th o   c h a rg e   ;  h u t   a s u s p ic io n ,  C h a r lo tte ,  a  c e r ta in   v a g u e   s h a d o w   o f   fo r m a l s u s p ic io n   m u s t  a lw a y s ,  in   fu tu r e ,  h a n g   o v e r  h im   li k e   a c lo u d . 

C te sar’s  w ife — y o u   re m e m b e r  th o   Ito in a n   d ic t a to r s a id , C m sa r’s  w ife  m u s t  bo a b o v e  s u s p ic io n .  S u r e ly , i f  e ve n a  h e a th e n   t h o u g h t   t h a t ,   w o ,  C h a r lo tte ,  w i t h   a l l   o u r  p r i v i -
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log o s,  o u g h t  to   h o   v e r y   c a r e fu l  o n   w h a t   s o r t  o f   m a n   w o b e s to w   I r i s . ’ ’

A m i  h a v in g   th u s   s u m m a r ily   d is m is s e d   th e   m a tte r ,  th e B is h o p   tu r n e d  w i t h   p ro fo u n d   in t e r e s t   to   th e   d is c u s s io n   o n th e  e v il  conseq ue nces o f  th o  B u r ia ls  B i l l   a n d   th e   sp re a d   o f d ib s u n t  in   th o   W e s t  o f E n g la n d . 

T o   a  m in d   d e e p ly   e n g ro ss e d   w i t h   th e s o   a b s tru s e   a n d im p o r ta n t  s u b je c ts ,  th e  q u e s tio n   a b o u t  p o o r I r i s ’s  re la tio n s w i t h   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y ,   o f  th o   H u n d r e d   a n d   F i f t i e t h ,   w a s , o f  course,  a  r e la t iv e ly   s m a ll  one . 

I r is ,   in d e e d ,  h a d   n o v e r 

b e e n   e n g a g e d   to   h im ;   t h a t  w a s  a  g r e a t  c o m fo rt  in   a ll  t h is u g ly ,   u n p le a s a n t  b u s in e s s . 

T h o   y o u n g   m a n   h a d   o n ly  

b u z z e d  a  l i t t l e  a ro u n d   th e  e p is c o p a l  p a la ce  a t  W h itc h c s te r , d a n ce d   w i t h   h e r,  t a lk e d   to   h e r,  a n d   a r r iv o d   a t  a  s lig h t p r iv a t e   u n d e r s ta n d in g   w h ic h   d id n ’ t   e x a c tly   a m o u n t  to   a r e g u la r   e n g a g e m e n t,  a n d   w h ic h   h a d   n e v e r  bee n   o ff ic ia lly c o m m u n ic a te d   to   th o   p a re n ta l  c a r. 

T h a t ,   a t  le a s t,  w a s  a 

g re a t  c o m f o r t ;  th o   B is h o p   c o n s id e re d   i t   a lm o s t  p r o v id e n tia l.  S in c e  th is   a w k w a r d   q u e s tio n   a b o u t  th o   d e fic ie n c y in   th o   a d ju ta n t ’ s  a c c o u n ts   h a d   f ir s t   a ris e n ,  to   bo  s u re ,  th o B is h o p   h a d   le a rn e d   fro m   M rs .  B r a n d r o th   t h a t   t h is   y o u n g m a n   (h e   a lw a y s   s p o k e   o f  H a r r y   B u r b u r y   in   t h a t   o b liq u e fa s h io n )  h a d   succeeded  in   m a k in g   a  p a s s in g   im p re s s io n u p o n   p o o r  I r i s ’s  u n b e s to w e d   a ffe c tio n s . 

B u t   th e n   g ir ls , 

y o u   sec,  a re   a lw a y s   f a n c y in g   th e m s e lv e s   in   lo v o   w i t h som o  y o u n g   m a n   o r  o th e r , a n d   a re   a lw a y s   p r o fo u n d ly   c o n v in c e d  f o r   th o   tim e   b e in g   t h a t   t h o y  can  n e v e r  c o n c e iv a b ly bo   h a p p y   w it h o u t   h im . 

W o ,  m y   d e a r  M r .   D e a n   o r  m y  

d e a r  S ir  W illia m ,   w h o   a re   m e n   o f   th o  w o r ld — I  m e an , w h o a re   p e rs o n s   o f   m a tu r o r   y e a rs   a n d   m o re   s o lid   u n d e rs ta n d in g — w e   k n o w   v e r y   w e ll  t h a t   in   s ix   m o n th s   o r  so  g ir ls fo r g e t  a ll  a b o u t  t h a t   n ic e   M r .   B la n k   o r  t h a t   d e a r  C a p ta in S o m e b o d y  in   t h e ir   la s t  p a s s in g   fa n c y   f o r   y o u n g   S o-and-so, w h o  w i l l  in  d u e   tim e  bo e q u a lly   fo r g o tte n ,  in   fa v o u r o f som o m o re   r e a lly   d e s ira b le   a n d   e lig ib lo   p e rso n . 

A n d   as  in   t h is  

case  th e re   w o u ld   b e  no   p u b lic   w ith d r a w a l,  n o   o p e n   b re a c h
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o f  a n   a n n o u n c e d   e n g a g e m e n t,  D r .  B r a n d r e th   t i n  n e d   c o m p la c e n tly   to   th e   d is c u s s io n   o n   t lio   B u r ia ls   B i l l ,   a n d   in   to n m in u te s   h a d   c o m p le te ly   d is m is s e d   fr o m   h is   p ro fo u n d e p is c o p a l  m in d   th e   w h o le   s u b je c t  o f   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y ’s u n fo r tu n a te   c o u r t- m a r tia l. 

M e a n w h ile ,  M rs . B ra n d re th ,  w h o   w as  n o t  p h ilo s o p h ic a l, li k e   th e   B is h o p ,  b u t   w h o   f e lt   h e r s e lf   m o s t  im p r u d e n t ly s y m p a th e tic   w it h   a l l   d e a r  I r i s ’s  l i t t l e   g ir lis h   fe e lin g s —  

q u it e   w ic k e d ly  so, she  w a s   a lm o s t  a fr a id — M rs .  B r a n d r e th , I   s a y ,  h a d   s to lo n   a w a y   q u ie t ly   to   h e r   d a u g h te r ’s  ro o m , a n d   w a s   s i t t i n g   o n   th e   l i t t l e   c o u c h   a t  th o   fo o t  o f   th o   b od, w i t h   I r i s ’ s  h a n d   h e ld   fa s t  in   h o rs ,  a n d   I r i s ’s  s o ft  c rim s o n c h e e k   la id   t e n d e r ly   o n   h e r   m o th e r ly   s h o u ld e r. 

“  T h e re , 

th e re ,  d a r lin g , ”   sho  w as  s a y in g   w i t h   te a rs   in   h e r   eyes,  as sho  soo the d   h e r  d a u g h te r ’s  h a n d   g e n tly   w i t h   h e r  o w n ; 

“ d o n ’ t   c r y ,   I r i s ,   d o n ’ t   c r y ,  m y   p e t.  Y e s ,  d o   c r y ;   i t ’l l   do y o u   g o o d ,  d a r lin g .   P e rh a p s  b y - a n d - b y , w h e n   t h in g s   b lo w o v e r  a   l i t t l e ,   y o u r   p a p a   w i l l   t h i n k   r a th o r   d if f e r e n t ly a b o u t  i t . ” 

I r i s   to o k   u p   th o   te le g r a m   f o r   th o   f i f t i e t h   t im e   w i t h   a fre s h   flo o d   o f   te a rs  :  “  F r o m   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y ,   A ld e rs h o t, to   M is s   B r a n d r e th ,  E a to n   P la c e ,  L o n d o n . 

T h o   c o u rt- 

m a r t ia l  h a s  a c q u itte d   m o   o n   a ll  th o   ch a rg e s . 

B u t   I   can 

n o v e r,  n e v e r  seo  y o u   a g a in .” 

“  O h ,  m a m m a ,”   sho  c rie d   th r o u g h   h e r   sobs  a n d   te a rs , 

“  h o w   c r u e l  o f   h im   t o   s a y   s u c h   a   t h i n g   as  t h a t ,   a n d   a t s u c h   a   m o m e n t  1 ” 

“  N o ,  n o ,  d e a re st,”   h e r  m o th e r   sa id . 

“  l i e   w a s   q u ite  

r i g h t   to   sa y  i t .   H o   fe e ls  th e   h o r r ib le  s u s p ic io n   re s ts   u p o n h im   s t i l l ,   a n d   he   c a n ’ t   b e a r  to   face  y o u   w h ile   i t ’s  h a n g in g o v e r  h im .  N o   goo d   a n d   tr u e   m a n   c o u ld   d o   o th e rw is e .  .  .  . 

B u t , ”   sho  a d d e d   a f t e r   a  m o m e n t’ s  pause,  “  I   t h in k ,   I r is , 

. . .   I   t h i n k ,   d a r lin g ,  in   s p ito   o f  w h a t  h o   says,  y o u ’l l   p ro b a b ly   seo  h im   h e re   t h is   v e r y   e v e n in g .” 

I r i s  g a v e  a  s u d d e n  s t a r t  o f  s u r p r is e  a n d   p le a s u re .  “ T h is e v e n in g ,  m a m m a ! 

T h is   v e r y   e v e n in g ? ”   sho  c rie d   e x -
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c itc d ly . 

“ O h   n o ,  n o t  a ft e r   s e n d in g   m o  s u c h   a  te le g ra m as  th a t,  d e a r,  s u r e ly   !  ” 

M rs .  B r a n d r o t h   h a d   n o t   th o   s lig h te s t   id e a   i n   t lio   w o r ld t h a t  sho  w a s   a  p r a c tic a l  p s y c h o lo g is t— p r o b a b ly  sho  c o u ld n o t  h a v e   p ro n o u n c e d   th o   w o r d   e ve n   i f   y o u   h a d   a ske d   h e r 

— y e t  sho  a n s w e re d   q u it e   r e a d ily ,  “  W h y ,   y o u   k n o w ,  I r is , h o   m u s t  h a v e   com o  s t r a ig h t   o u t  fro m   th o   c o u r t - m a r t ia l a n d   s e n t  o ff t h a t   te le g ra m   in   th o   h e a t  o f  th e   m o m e n t, j u s t to   le t   y o u   k n o w   a t once lie  h a d   been a t  a n y  r a to   a c q u itte d . 

O f  co u rse  he c o u ld n ’ t h e lp  a d d in g  th e   d e s p a ir in g   ta g   a b o u t h is   n e v e r,  n e v e r  s e e in g   y o u . 

B u t   w h e n   ho   goes  b a c k   to  

h is   o w n  q u a rte rs   a n d   t h in k s   i t   o v e r  a  l i t t l e ,   lie ’ l l   m a k e   u p h is  m in d — I  k n o w  y o u n g  m e n ,  m y  d e a r— he ’ l l   m a k e   u p  h is m in d   t h a t   ho  m u s t  j u s t   r u n   u p   to   t o w n   a n d   spe ak  w i t h y o u   once  m o io   b e fo re   h o   b re a k s   i t   a ll  o ff  f o r   e v e r. 

A n d  

i f   he  sees  y o u ,  I r i s — b u t ,   a ft e r   a ll,   w h y    should  ho   b re a k   i t o ff?   l i e   has  n o t h in g   to   bo   asham ed  o f. 

F o r,  in d e e d ,  I ’ m  

q u it o   s u re ,  d a r lin g ,   h o   n e v e r,  n o v o r,  n e v e r,  n e v e r  c o u ld lia v o   ta k e n   t h a t   d r e a d fu l  m o n e y .” 

“   O f  c o u rs o   n o t,  m a m m a ,”   I r i s   a n s w e re d   s im p ly ,  w i t h p ro fo u n d   c o n fid e n c e . 

W h a t   a  b le sse d   t h in g   i t   is   to   b o   a 

t r u s t f u l  w o m a n   !  T h e  B is h o p ’s  m o ra l  c e r t a in t y   w a s  r e a lly n o t h in g   a t  a ll  c o m p a re d   to   h is   p r e t t y ,   w e e p in g   d a u g h te r ’s u n s h a k e n   c o n v ic tio n . 

“  C h a rlo tte ,”   th o  B is h o p  sa id , p u t t i n g   h is   h e a d   in   a t  th o d o o r f u r   a  second,  w it h   h is   e p is c o p a l  h a t s u s p e n d e d   lo o s e ly i n   h is   r i g h t   h a n d ,  “  I ’ v e   o rd e re d   th o   c a rria g e ,  a n d   I ’ m g o in g  d o w n   n o w  to  th e  A th e n a m m  ;  fro m   th o  A th o n a n im   I s h a ll  d r iv o   on  to   th o   IIo u s o   o f   L o rd s  ;  fro m   th o   IIo u s o   o f L o rd s ,  a ft e r   d in n e r , I  s h a ll  go   in t o   th e   C o m m o n s   a n d   h e a r w h a t   th o s o   d is s e n tin g   G la m o rg a n   p e o p le   lia v o   g o t  to   s a y a b o u t  t h is   d is tre s s in g   W e ls h   d is e s ta b lis h m e n t  b u s in e s s. 

V e r y   p ro b a b ly   th o   d e b a lo   m a y   be   la te . 

I   s h a ll  sen d   th o  

c a rria g e   h o m o ,  in   caso  y o u   w a n t  i t ,  a n d   I   s h a ll  cab  i t   b a c k o r  ta k e   th o  M e tr o p o lita n .  D o n ’ t   s it   u p   fo r   m e.  H a v e   y o u g o t  a  la tc h - k e y  ? ” 

T
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M rs .  B r a n d r o th   g a v e   an   in v o lu n t a r y   s ta r t.  T h o   n o tio n o f   th o  B is h o p   d e m a n d in g   a  la tc h - k o y   w a s  r e a lly   a n d   t r u l y to o   rid ic u lo u s . 

T h o   fa c t  w a s ,  th o   B r a n d r o th s   h a d   o n ly  

j u s t   ta k e n   t h o i r   fu r n is h e d   h ou se   in   E a to n   P la c e   f o r   th o season  t h a t   v e r y  w c o k , a n d  th o  B is h o p   h im s e lf  h a d   a r r iv e d a lo n o   fr o m   th o   P a la c o ,  I V h itc h c s te r ,  t h a t   id e n tic a l  m o rn in g . 

A   m a n   o p p re ss e d   b y   th o   s p ir it u a l  b u rd e n s   o f   a n e n tir o  d ioceso  c a n n o t,  o f  cou rso,  bo  re a s o n a b ly   o x p o c te d   to g o   h o u s e -h u n tin g .  I t   w a s   ir r a t io n a l  a n d   u n s c r ip tu r a l,  D r . 

B r a n d r o th   h e ld ,  to   sup po se   t h a t  h o   s h o u ld   le a v e   t h o   w o r k o f  h is   soo to   s e rv o   ta b le s .  So M rs .  B r a n d r o th   a n d   I r i s   h a d com o  to   to w n   a n d   se c u re d   th o   e p is c o p a l  lo d g in g s   b e fo re h a n d  ;  a n d   as  soon  as  o v o r y t h in g   w a s   p u t   f u l l y   s tr a ig h t , th o   B is h o p   h im s o lf   c a m o   u p   f o r   th o   session  to   “  h is   o w n h ir e d   h o u se  ”   ( l i k o   S t.  P a u l)   a n d   o n to re d   in t o   th o   e n jo y m e n t  o f  a   n e a tly   o rd e re d   a n d   w e ll-a rr a n g e d   s tu d y .  'P h is , h e   e x p la in e d ,  l e f t   h is   m in d   p e r fe c tly   fre e   f o r   th o   w e a r in g a n d   h a ra s s in g   d u tie s   o f   th o   e p is c o p a lo ,  c o m b in e d ,  as  th o y w o ro   u n d e r   o u r  e x is t in g   c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  w i t h   th e   a rd u o u s w o r k   o f  a  L o r d   S p ir it u a l  in   th o   U p p e r  H o u se . 

Y e s ,  M r s .  B r a n d r o th    had  a  la t c h - k o y ;  a n d   th o   B is h o p , s t i l l   a b s o rb e d   i n   s o u l  b y   th o   e ffe cts   o f th o  B u r ia ls  B i l l   a n d th e   a g g re s s iv e   c o n d u c t  o f  th o   G la m o rg a n s h ire   D is s e n te rs , k iss e d   h is   w ife   a n d   d a u g h te r   m e c h a n ic a lly ,  a n d   w e n t  o f! 

r u m in a t in g   to   th o   A th c n m u m .'i  “ I r i s   h a s  boo n   c r y in g , ” 

h o   s a id   t o   h im s o lf  w i t h   a  p e n s iv o   s m ile ,  as  J o h n   tu r n e d th o   h a n d le   o f   th e   c a rria g e -d o o r  r e s p e c tfu lly   b e h in d   h im . 

“   G ir ls ; w i l l   m a k e   a  fu s s   a b o u t  th e s o   fo o lis h   lo v o   a ffa irs . 

B u t   in   a   l i t t l e   w h ilo   sho ’s  s u re  to   g o t  o v e r  i t .   In d e e d ,  fo r m y   p a r t ,   w h a t   sho  ca n   p o s s ib ly   seo  to   a d m iro   i n   th is y o u n g   m a n   in   th o   H u n d r e d   a n d   F i f t i e t h   r a th e r   th a n   in p o o r  d e a r  goo d   C a n o n   Ilo b in s o n ,  w h o   w o u ld   m a ke  s u c h   an a d m ir a b le   h u s b a n d   f o r   h e r — th o u g h ,  to   bo  s u re ,  th e re    is a   c o r ta in   d is p a r ity   i n   a g o — f a i r l y   passes  m y   c o m p re h e n s io n .” 

A n d   y e t,  w h e n   y o u n g   M r.  B r a n d r o th   o f  C h r is t  C h u rc h
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had wooed and won  Charlotte Vandolour, ho was himsolf 

a handsome young curate. 

T h o   a fte rn o o n   w o ro   a w a y   s lo w ly   in   E a to n   I ’ laco ,  b u t d in n e r - t im e   cam e  a t  la s t,  a n d  j u s t   as  M rs .  B r a n d r e th   a n d I r i s   w e ro   r is in g   u p   d is c o n s o la te ly   fro m   a   p it ia b le   p re to n c o o f   d in n e r,  “  fo r  th o   sake  o f   th o   s e rv a n ts ,”   th e re   cam o   a v e r y   m i l i t a r y   k n o c k   a t  th o   f r o n t   d o o r,  w h ic h   m a d o   p o o r I r i s  ju m p   a n d   s t a r t   w i t h   a  s u d d e n   flu s h   o f  v i v i d   c o lo u r on h e r   p a le   c h e e k . 

“  I   t o ld  y o u   so, d a r lin g , ”  M rs .  B r a n d r e th   h a lf  w h is p e re d i n   a  p le a se d   u n d e rto n e . 

“   I t ’s  C a p ta in   B u r b u r y . ” 

A n d   so  i t   w a s. 

T h e   m o th e r’ s  p s y c h o lo g y   ( o r   in s t in c t  

i f  y o u   w i l l )   h a d   to ld   h e r   c o r re c tly . 

M rs .  B r a n d r e th   ro so  

t o   g o   in t o   th e   d r a w in g - r o o m   as  soon  as  th o   c a r d   w as  d u ly la id   b e fo ro   h e r. 

“  I   o u g h t n ’ t   to   le a v e   th e m   a lo n o   b y  

th e m s e lv e s ,”   she  t h o u g h t   to   h e rs e lf  s ile n t ly . 

“  I f   I   d id , 

u n d e r   th e   c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  A r t h u r   w o u ld   bo  ju s t i f i a b l y a n g r y .” 

A n d ,  so  t h in k in g ,   she  d re w   h e r   d a u g h te r ’s  a rm i n   h e rs ,  m u rm u re d   s o f t ly ,   “   I r i s   d e a r,  I   r e a lly   fe e l  I o u g h t n 't   to   le a v e   y o u ,”   a n d — w a lk e d   o ff  q u ie t ly   w it h o u t a n o th e r  w o r d   in t o   h e r  o w n   b o u d o ir. 

I r is ,   h e r   h e a rt  b e a tin g   fa s t  a n d   h ig h ,   o p e n e d   th o   d o o r a n d   s to p p e d   a lo n e   in t o   th o   f r o n t   d ra w in g -r o o m . 

A s   she  e n te re d ,  H a r r y   B u r b u r y ,   t h a t   p e n ite n t   a n d s h a m o fa c e d   m a n ,  w a lk e d   u p   to   h e r   w i t h   h a n d s   o u t s tre tc h e d ,  .  .  .  seem ed  f o r   a  m o m e n t  as  i f   h o   w o u ld   b o w m e ro ly ,  .  .  .  th e n   m a d o   as  th o u g h   ho   w o u ld   s h a k o   h a n d s w i t h   h e r   .  .  .  a n d   f in a lly ,   c a rrio d   a w a y   fo r   a  m o m e n t  fro m h is   set  p u rp o s e ,  c a u g h t  h o r   u p   a r d e n tly   in   b o th   h is   a rm s , k is s e d   h e r  faco  h a lf   a  d ozen   tim e s   o v e r,  a n d   p ressed   h o r t i g h t   a g a in s t  h is   h e a v in g   bosom . 

H o   b a d   n e v o r  k is s o d   h e r  so  b e fo re ,  b u t   I r i s   s o m e h o w f e l t   to   h e r s e lf  t h a t   th e   a c tio n  j u s t   th o n   r e a lly  r e q u ir e d   n o a p o lo g y . 

N e x t   m in u te ,  H a r r y   B u r b u r y   s te p p o d   b a c k   a g a in   a  fe w p aces  a n d   s u rv e y e d   h e r  s a d ly ,  w i t h   h is   face  b u r n in g   a
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f ie r y   c rim s o n . 

“  O h ,  I r i s , ”   ho  c rie d ,  “  I   m e a n   M is s   B r a n -  

d r o t h — n o .  I r is . 

I   rnado  u p   m y   m in d   as  I  c a m o   a lo n g   in  

th o  t r a in   fro m   A ld e r s h o t  t h a t   I   s h o u ld   n o v e l-, n e v e r  a g a in c a ll  y o u   I r i s . " 

“  B u t ,   H a r r y ,   y o u   m a d o   u p   y o u r   m in d ,  to o ,  y o u   w o u ld n e v e r  hoc  m o !  ” 

“ I   d id ,   I r is ,   h u t   I   t h o u g h t — I   t h o u g h t,  w h o n   I   cam o  to t h in k   i t  o v e r,  t h a t   p o rk a p s  I   h a d   b o t t o r   com o  a n d   t e ll  y o u , b e fo re   I   l e f t   E n g la n d ,  w h y   I   f e l t   i t   m u s t  bo  a ll   clo s e d   fo r o v e r  b e tw e e n   u s .” 

“  L e f t   E n g la n d ,  H a r r y   ! 

A l l   clo so d   b o tw o o n   u s  !  ” 

“ Y e s ,  I r i s ;   ye s,  d a r l i n g ! ” 

A n d   h e ro   H a r r y   so  fa r  

fo r g o t  h is   re s o lu tio n   onco  m o ro   t h a t   ho   a g a in   k is s e d   h e r. 

“   I   s h a ll  re s ig n   m y   c o m m is s io n   a n d   g o   a w a y   s o m e w h e ro to   th e   C o lo n io s .” 

“  H a r r y   !  ” 

I t   w a s   a  c r y   o f   d is tre s s ,  a n d   i t   r a n g   t e r r i b l y   in   th o y o u n g   m a n ’s  e ars  ;  b u t   w it h   a n   e ffo rt  h e   s te e le d   h im s e lf. 

H o   d id n ’ t   e ve n   k is s   h e r.  “ I r i s , ”   h e   b o g a n   onco  m o ro ,  “ i t is n ’ t   a n y   uso  m y   t r y i n g   to   c a ll  y o u   M is s   B r a n d r o th ,  a n d I   w o n ’ t   d o   i t . 

I r i s ,   I   fe e l  t h a t ,   a ft e r   th is ,  I   h a v o   no  

r i g h t   to   com o  n e a r  y o u   in   fu tu re . 

I   h a v o   n o   r i g h t   to  

b li g h t   y o u r   lif e   w i t h   t h a t   h o r r id ,   t e r r ib lo ,   u n d c s c rv o d s u s p ic io n .” 

“  B u t,  H a r r y ,   y o u   a ro   in n o c e n t ! 

Y o u   d id n ’ t   ta k e   i t ! 

A n d   th o   c o u r t - m a r t ia l  a c q u itte d   y o u .” 

“ Y e s ,  d a r lin g ,   th e y   a c q u itte d   m o   o f   th o   c h a rg o ,  b u t n o t   o f   th o   s u s p ic io n . 

I f   I    had  ta k o n   i t ,   I r i s — i f   a  m a n  

h a d   ta k e n   i t ,   I   m e a n ,  h e   m ig h t   p e rh a p s   h a v e   k e p t  h is p la c o ,  o n   th o   s tr e n g th   o f   th o   a c q u it t a l,   a n d   t r ie d   to   liv o i t   d o w n   a n d   b ra z e n   i t   o u t  in   s p ito   o f  e v e r y th in g .  B u t ,   as I   d id n ’ t   ta k e   i t ,   a n d   as  I   can ’ t   b e a r  th o   s h a d o w   o f   t h a t h o r r ib le   s u s p ic io n , I   w o n ’t   liv o   o n   a n y   lo n g e r  in   E n g la n d , a n d   I   c e r ta in ly   w o n ’ t   b u rd o n   y o u ,  d e a re s t,  w i t h   s u c h   a t e r r ib le ,   u n s p e a k a b lo   s h a m e .” 

“  H a r r y , ”   I r i s   c rie d ,  lo o k in g   u p   a t  h im   s u d d e n ly ,  “   I
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k n o w   y o u   d id n ’ t   d o   i t . 

I   lo v o   y o u . 

I   t r u s t   y o u . 

W h y  

s h o u ld   w o   o v e r  m in d   th o   o th e r  p e o p le ? ” 

H a r r y   fa lte re d .  “  B u t  th o   B is h o p  ? ”   ho  a s k e d .  “   I I o w a b o u t  y o u r   fa th e r ,  I r i s ?   N o ,  n o,  d a r lin g ,   I   ca n   n e v e r m a r r y   y o u   w h ile   th o   s h a d o w   o f   t h is   h id e o u s ,  u n w o r th y d o u b t  re s ts   o v e r  m o  s t i l l . ” 

I r i s   to o k   h is   b a u d   in   h o rs   w i t h   a  g e s tu re   o f   te n d e rn e s s w h ic h   ro b b e d   th e   a c t  o f  a ll  s u s p ic io n   o f   u n w o m a n ly   f o r w a rd n e s s .  T h e n   she  b e g a n   to   spe ak  to   h im   in   a  lo w , s o ft v o ic e ,  to   c o m fo rt  h im ,  to   so o th e   h im ,  to   t o ll  h im   t h a t   n o b o d y  w o u ld   o v e r  b e lie v e   i t   a b o u t  h im ,  t i l l   H a r r y  B u r b u r y h im s e lf b e g a n   h a l f   to   fa n c y   t h a t   h is   s e n s itiv e   n a tu r e   h a d e x a g g e ra te d   th o   e v il. 

H o w   lo n g   th e y   s a t  th e re   w h is p e ri n g   to g e th e r  i t   w o u ld   be  h a rd   to   s a y :  w h o n   lo v e rs   onco ta k e   to   w h is p e r in g ,  th o   c o n v e rs a tio n   m a y   r e a d ily   p ro lo n g i t s e l f  fo r   an   in d e fin ite   p e rio d .  So  a t  le a s t  M rs .  B ra n d re th a p p e a re d   to   t h in k ,   f o r   a t   th o   e n d   o f   a  q u ie t   h o u r  o r   so h e r   senso  o f   p r o p r ie t y   o v e rc a m e   h e r  s y m p a th y   w i t h   I r is , a n d   she  w e n t  d o w n   to   j o i n   th e   y o u n g   c o u p le   in   th o   f r o n t d ra w iu g -r o o m . 

I t   g iv e s   m o  g re a t  p a in   to   a d d ,  h o w e v e r, 

t h a t   she  s to o d   f o r   a  m o m e n t  a n d   r u s tle d   a b o u t  a  fe w m a g a z in e s  a n d  p a p e rs on   th o  la n d in g - ta b le , v e r y  p r u d e n t ly , b e fo re   a c t u a lly   t u r n i n g   th o   h a n d le   o f   th o   d ra w in g -r o o m d o o r. 

T h is   is   a  p re c a u tio n   to o   fr e q u e n tly   n o g lo c te d   in s u c h   cases  b y  th o   m a tte r- o f-fa c t  a n d   th o   u n w a r y ,   b u t   one w h o so   b re a c h   I   h a v e   o fte n   k n o w n   to   p ro d u c e   c o n s id e ra b le in c o n v e n ie n c o   to   th o   p erso ns  co n c e rn e d . 

W h e n   M r s . B r a n d r e th  a t  la s t  e n te re d ,  she  fo u n d   I r i s ,   a? 

g ir l s  a re  u s u a lly   fo u n d   o n   s im ila r  occa sio ns, se a te d   b y  h e r s e lf b o lt  u p r ig h t   o n  a v e r y  s till-b a c k e d   c h a ir   a t   th o  fa r  e n d o f  th e   ro o m ,  w h ile   H a r r y  B u r b u r y   w a s   p la y in g   n o r v o u s ly w i t h   th o   e n d   o f  h is   m o u s ta c h e   o n   th e   o p p o s ito   sid e   o f  th o c e n tre   o tto m a n . 

S u c h   p h e n o m e n a l  d is ta n c e   s p o k o   m o ro  

e lo q u e n tly  to  M rs . B r a n d r e th ’s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a cu m e n   th a n a n y  d e g re e  o f  p r o p in q u it y  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  d o n e .  “ T h e y m u s t  h a v e   b e e n   v e r y   c o n fid e n tia l  w i t h   o n e   a n o th e r ,”   M r s . 
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B ra n d re th   th o u g h t   to   h e rs e lf  w is e ly . 

" I ’ ve  no  ilo iih t  

t h e y ’v e   s e ttle d   th e   m a tte r   b y   th e m s e lv e s   o ffh a n d ,  w i t h o u t   e ve n   t h in k in g   th o   le a s t  i n   th e   w o r ld   a b o u t  d e a r A r t h u r . ” 

“  M a m m a ,”   I r i s   s a id   t i m i d l y ,   b u t   q n it o   s im p ly ,   as  h e r m o th e r  s to o d   h a l f   h e s ita tin g   b esido   h o r,  “   H a r r y   a n d   I h a v o   b e e n   t a lk in g   t h is   m a tt e r   o v e r,  a n d   a t   f ir s t   H a r r y w a n te d   to  le a v o  E n g la n d   ;  b u t  I ’ ve been  s a y in g   to  h im  t h a t s o m e b o d y   m u s t  h a v o   ta k e n   th e   m o n e y ,  a n d   th o   b e s t  t h in g h e   can  d o   is  to   s to p  h e re  a n d  t r y   to  fin d  o u t w h o  r e a lly   to o k i t . 

A n d   h e ’s  g o in g   to   d o   so. 

A n d ,  f o r   th o   p re s e n t,”   I r i s  

e m p h a s iz e d   th e   w o rd s   v e r y   m a r k e d ly ,  “  w o ’ ro   n o t  to   bo e n g a g e d   a t   a ll   to   o n o   a n o th e r ;  b u t,  b y - a u d - b y ,  w h e n H a r r y   h a s   c le a re d   h is   r e p u ta tio n --------”   a n d   h e ro   I r i s b ro k e   o ff   s u d d e n ly ,  a  b e c o m in g   b lu s h   d o in g   d u t y   a d m ir a b ly   f o r   th e   p r in c ip a l  v e r b   in   th o   u n fin is h e d   s e n te n co . 

( T h is   f ig u r e   o f  speech  is   k n o w n   to   g ra m m a ria n s   as  a n a po sio pe sis. 

T h o   n a m e   is   f o r   th o   m o s t  p a r t   u n k n o w n   to y o u n g   la d ie s ,  b u t   th e   fig u r e   i t s e l f   is   la r g e ly   e m p lo y e d   b y th o rn   w i t h   g re a t  e ffe c t  in   o r d in a r y   c o n v e rs a tio n .) M rs .  B r a n d r e th   s m ile d   a  f a i n t   a n d   p la c id   s m ile . 

“  M y  

d e a r  I r i s , ”   she  s a id ,  “   w h a t   w o u ld   y o u r   p a p a   s a y   i f   he o n ly   h e a rd   y o u   t a lk   li k e   t h a t ? ” 

A n d   fo o lin g   n o w   q u ito  

c o m p ro m is e d   as  o n o   o f   th e   w ic k e d   c o n s p ira to rs ,  th o   g o o d la d y   s a t  d o w n   a n d   h e a rd   i t   a l l   o u t,  th o   h o u se   th e re u p o n im m e d ia t e ly   r e s o lv in g   i ls e lf   i n t o   a  c o m m itte e   o f  w a y s a n d   m eans. 

I t   w a s   v e r y   la te ,  in d e e d , w h e n   M rs .  B r a n d r e th ,  lo o k in g a t   h e r  w a tc h ,  e x c la im e d   in   som e  s u rp ris e   t h a t   she  r e a lly w o n d e re d   d e a r  A r t h u r   h a d n ’ t   c om o   h o m e  ages  ago. 

A t   t h is   u n e x p e c te d   m e n tio n   o f   th o   B is h o p ,  H a r r y B u r b u r y ,   w h o   h a d   r u n   u p   to   t o w n   h o n e s tly   in t e n d in g   to see  h im   a n d   re n o u n c e   h is   d a u g h te r, b u t   h a d   a llo w e d   h im s e lf  to   be  d iv e r te d   b y  c irc u m s ta n c e s   in t o   a n o th e r  c h a n n e l, rose  a b r u p t ly   to   ta k e   h is   d e p a r tu re . 

I t   o c c u rre d   to   h im  

a t   once  t h a t   tw o   o’ c lo c k   in   th e   m o r n in g   is   n o t  p e rh a p s
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th o   b e s t  p o s s ib le   tim o   u t   w h ic h   to   lu cu   a  v e r y   ir a te   a n d  

> ig l i t   ro v e ro u d   fa th e r . 

B esides,  h o w   o n   e a rth   c o u ld   ho  

s a t is fa c to r ily   e x p la in   h is   p rese nce   in   th o   B is h o p ’s  o w n h ir e d   house  a t  t h a t   p e c u lia r ly   u n s e a s o n a b le   h o u r ? 

A s   f o r   M rs .  B r a m lr o th ,  n o w   f a i r l y   e m b a rk e d   o n   t h a t t c r r ib lo   d o w n w a r d   p a th   o f   th o   c o m m itte d   c o n s p ir a to r , she  w h is p e re d   to   I r is ,   as  ’W illia m   fa s te n e d   th o   b ig   f r o n t d o o r  b e h in d   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y ,   “  P e rh a p s ,  d o a r,  i t   m ig h t bo  q u ite   as  w e ll  n o t  to   m e n tio n   j u s t   a t  p re s e n t  to   y o u r p a p a   t h a t   H a r r y  ” — ye s, sho  a c t u a lly  c a lle d   h im  l l a r r y  I —  

“   has  been  to   soo  y o u   h e ro   t h is   o v o n iu g . 

A n d   i f   w o   w e re  

to   g o   to   b e d   a t  o nco,  y o u   k n o w ,  a n d   g o t  o u r   lig h t s   o u t q u ic k ly ,   b e fo ro   y o u r   p a p a   com es  h o m o   fr o m   th o   H o u s e ,  i t m ig h t ,   p e rh a p s ,  bo  a ll  th o   b e tto r ! ” 

T o   s u c h   d e p th s   o f   f r i g h t f u l   d u p l i c i t y   does  th o   d o w n w a r d   p a th ,  onco  e m b a rk e d   in ,  r a p id ly   c o n d u c t  o v o n   a n o r ig i n a l l y   r ig h t - m in d e d   c le r ic a l  la d y   ! 

M e a n w h ile   th o   B is h o p ,  s i t t i n g   w i t h   s e v e ra l  o f   b is e p is c o p a l  b r e th r e n   in   th o   P eers’  g a lle r y   a t  th o   IIo u s o   o f C o m m o n s , fo r g o t  a ll  a b o u t  th o  la p s e  o f tim o  in   h is   b u r n in g in d ig n a tio n   a t  th o   n e fa r io u s   p ro p o s a ls   o f   th o   h o n o u ra b le g e n tle m e n   fro m   t h a t   r e v o lu tio n a r y   G la m o rg a n s h ire . 

I t  

w a s   a  f ie ld - n ig h t   f o r   th o   d is e s ta b lis h e rs   a n d   d is o n d o w o rs , a n d   th e re   seem ed  n o   c lia n c o ,  h u m a n ly   s p e a k in g ,  t h a t   th o d e b a to   w o u ld   bo   te r m in a te d   w i t h i n   a n y   re a s o n a b lo   o r m e d e ra to   p e rio d . 

A t   la s t,  a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r   to   tw o ,  t h o  

B is h o p   to o k   h is   w a tc h   c a s u a lly   fr o m   h is   p o c k e t. 

 “   B le s s  

m y   s o u l 1 ”   he   c rie d   in   s u r p r is o   to  h is   r i g h t   re v e re n d   c o m p a n io n ,  “  I   m u s t  r e a lly   bo  g o in g . 

I   h a d n ’ t   th o   le a s t  id e a  

th o   tim o   h a d   g o n o   so  fa s t.  M rs .  B r a n d r e th   w i l l   p o s it iv e ly bo  w o n d e rin g   w h a t  has  becom o  o f   m o.” 

T h e re   w e re   s e v e ra l  cab s  o u ts id o   th o   H o u s e ,  b u t   i t   w a s a  f a ir ,   c le a r,  s t a r - lit   n ig h t ,   a n d   th o   B is h o p   on   th e   w h o le , b e in g   c h i l l y   w i t h   h o r r o r ,  p re fe rr e d   w a lk in g . 

I t   w o u ld  

s tr e tc h   h is   e p is c o p a l  le g s   a  l i t t l o ,   a fte r   s u c h   a  lo n g   s p o il o f   s it t in g ,   to   w a lk   fro m   W h it e h a ll  d o w n   to   E a to n   Place. 
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tSo  ho   w a lk e d   o n   a lo n g   th o   s ile n t  s tre o ts   t i l l   h o   cam e  to th o   c o rn e r  o f S t.  P e te r's   C h u rc h . 

T h e n   a n   a w f u l  t h o u g h t   s u d d e n ly   fla s h e d   across  h is h o w ild e rc d   m in d . 

W h ic h   house  d id   ho  a c t u a lly   liv e  

i n  ? 

Yes,  yes.  I t   w a s   to o   tru e . 

I I o   h a d   fo r g o tte n   to   n o tic o  

o r   to   a s k   th o   n u m b e r ! 

I f   th o   llis h o p   h a d   b o o n   a  l i t t l e   m o re   a  m a n   o f  th e w o r ld ,  h e   w o u ld ,  no   d o u b t,  h a v o   w a lk e d   o ff to   th o   n e a re s t h o te l,  o r  r e tu r n e d   to   th e   H o u s e   a n d   th r o w n   h im s e lf  u p o n th o   h o s p it a lit y   o f   th o   f ir s t   m e t  a m o n g   h is   s p ir it u a l  c o m peers.  B u t   h e   d o u b te d   w h e th e r   i t   w o u ld   bo   q u ito   p r o fe s s io n a l  to   k n o c k   u p   th o   n ig h t - p o r t e r   o f  th o   G ro s v o n o r a t   tw o   in   th o   m o r n in g ,  a n d   d e m a n d   a  b o d   w it h o u t lu g g a g e   o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n ;  w h ile ,   as  to   h is   e p is c o p a l b r e th r e n ,  ho   w o u ld   h a r d ly   1 ik e   to   a s k   th e m   f o r   s h e lte r u n d e r   s u c h   u n p le a s a n t  a n d   h u m i l i a t i n g   c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

T h o   B is h o p   h e s it a t e d ;  a n d   th e   b is h o p   w h o   h e s ita te s   is lo s t.  N o t h in g   b u t   a n   u n f a lt e r in g   c o n fid e n c e   i n   a ll  h is o w n   o p in io n s   a n d   a c tio n s   can   e v e r c a r r y  a  b is h o p   th r o u g h th o   sna re s  a n d   p it f a lls   o f   m o d e rn   lif e . 

H e   f e l t   in   h is  

p o c k e t  f o r   th e   u n u s e d   la tc h   k e y . 

Y e s ,  th e re   i t   w as,  sa fe  

e n o u g h ;  b a t   w h a t   d o o r  w a s   i t   m e a n t  to   o p e n ? 

T h o  

B is h o p   re m e m b e re d   n o t h in g   o n   e a r th   a b o u t  i t . 

M r s . 

B r a n d r e th   h a d   m o t  h im   a t  P a d d in g to n   t h a t   m o r n in g w i t h   h is   o w n   c a rria g e ,  a n d   h o   re c o lle c te d   d is t in c t ly   t h a t she   h a d   g iv e n   J o h n   m e r e ly   th o   u s u a l  la c o n ic   d ir e c tio n , 

“ H o m o ! ” 

W h e n   ho   cam o  o u t   t h a t   a fte rn o o n ,  a b s o rb e d  

as  ho   w a s   b y   t h o   p ro c e e d in g s   o f   th o   G la m o rg a n s h ire D is s e n te rs ,  a n d   d is tr a c te d   s o m e w h a t  b y   sid o   r e je c tio n s a b o u t  I r i s ’s  lo v e  a ffa irs , h o   h a d n ’ t   o ve n   h a d   t im e   to   n o tic e a t   w h ic h   e n d   o f  th e   s tr e e t  h is   o w n   h ir e d   house  h a p p e n e d to   bo  s itu a te d . 

T h e r e   w a s   c le a r ly   o n ly   one  w a y   o u t  o f  

th o   d if f i c u l t y :   h o   m u s t  t r y   a ll   th e   d oo rs,  o no  a ft e r a n o th e r,  a n d   see  w h ic h   o n e   t h a t   p a r t ic u la r   la tc h - k e y   w a s in te n d e d   to   open. 
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W a lk in g   u p   c a u tio u s ly   to   t lio   c o rn e r  h o u se ,  th o   B is h o p t r ie d   to   s tic k   t h a t   u n fo r tu n a te   k e y   b o ld ly   in t o   th o   k o y -  

h o lo . 

I t  w as to o  la rg o .  “  N o n  possumus,”   th o   B is h o p   m u r m u re d ,  w it h   a  p la c id   s m ile — i t   is   p ro fe s s io n a l  to   s rn ilo u n d e r t r y i n g  c irc u m s ta n c e s — a n d  w i t h   h is  s lo w  a n d  s ta te ly tre a d   descen de d   th o   sto p s  to   t r y   th e   n e x t   ono. 

T h o  n e x t  ono  succeeded a t r if le   b e tte r , i t   is   t r u e , b u t   n o t c o m p le te ly . 

T h e   k e y h o le   w a s  q u it o   b ig   e n o u g h ,  to   he 

sure,  h u t   th e   w a rd s   s tu b b o r n ly   re fu s e d   t o   y ie ld   to   th o g e n tle   a n d  d e x te ro u s   e p is c o p a l  p re s s u re .  I n   v a in   d id   th o B is h o p   d e f t ly   r e t u r n   to   th o   c h a rg e   ( ju s t   as  i f   i t   w e re   a v i s it a t io n ) ;   in   v a in   d id   h o   coa x  a n d   t w i s t   a n d   t u r n   a n d w h e e d le ;  th o s e   s tiff-n e c k e d   w a rd s   o b s tru c te d   h is   passago as  r u d e ly   a n d   s t o u t ly   as  th o u g h   th e y   h a d   been  u n c o m p r o m is in g   G la m o rg a n s h ire   D is s e n te rs . 

B a ffle d ,  h u t   n o t 

d is h e a rte n e d ,  th e   B is h o p   tu r n e d   t e n t a t iv e ly   to   th o   t h i r d d o o r. 

O h,  j o y  1 

T h e   k e y   f its   !  i t   m o ve s   !  i t   w ith d r a w s  

th o   h o lt   r e a d ily   fro m   th o   c lo n c h c r ! 

T h o   B is h o p   p u s h e d  

th e   d o o r  g e n tly . 

D is a p p o in tm e n t  onco  m o re  ! 

T h e   d o o r 

w a s  e v id e n t ly   lo c k e d   a n d   fa s te n e d . 

“ T h is   s itu a tio n  

b e g in s   to   g r o w   r id ic u lo u s ,”   t h o u g h t   th e   B is h o p . 

“ O n o  

can  a lm o s t  e n te r  f a in t ly ,   b y   p r o x y ,  i n t o   th e   p e rs o n a l fe e lin g s   o f   o u r   m is g u id e d   b ro th e r ,  t h o   e n t e r p r is in g b u r g la r   1 ” 

O n   th e   B is h o p   w e n t,  t r y i n g   d o o r  a fte r  d o o r  d o w n   th o w lio lo   s o u th   sid e   o f  E a to n   l ’ la co ,  t i l l   h o   h a d   a lm o s t re a c h e d   th o   v e r y   e n d . 

I t   w as  c e r t a in ly   a b s u rd ,  a n d , 

w h a t  w a s  m o re ,  i t   w a s  p a in f u lly   m o n o to n o u s . 

I t   m a de   a 

m a n   fe e l  lik e   a  t h i e f   in   th e   n ig h t. 

T h o   B is h o p   c o u ld n ’ t  

h e lp   g la n c in g   f u r t iv e ly   a ro u n d   h im ,  a n d   w o n d e rin g   w h a t a n y   o f   h is   d io ce sa n s  w o u ld   sa y  i f   o n ly   th e y   c o u ld   see t h e ir   r i g h t   re v e r e n d   s u p e rio r  in   t h is   h u m ilia t in g   a n d u n d ig n ifie d   p o s itio n .  11 is  h a n d   p o s it iv e ly   tr e m b le d   as  ho t r ie d   th e   la s t  d o o r  b u t   f iv e ;   a n d   w h e n   i t   p ro v e d   h u t   ono m o re   fa ilu r e   to   a d d   to   th e   lo n g   l i s t   o f   h is   m is fo r tu n e s ,  ho to o k   a  s id e lo n g   lo o k   to   r i g h t   a n d   l e f t ,   a n d   s e e in g   a  l i g h t
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s t i l l   b u r n in g   fe e b ly   w i t h i n   th o   b a ll,  ho   a p p lie d   f o r   a seco nd   h is   o w n   k e e n   e p is c o p a l  c y o   w i t h   g re a t  re lu c ta n c e to   th o   b ig   k o y h o lo . 

N e x t   m o m e n t  h o   f o l t   a  h e a v y   h a n d   c la p p e d   f o r c ib ly u p o n   h is   r i g h t   s h o u ld e r,  a n d   t u r n in g   ro u n d   lie   s a w   th o b u r l y   f ig u r e   o f   a n   e ld e r ly   p o lic e m a n ,  w i t h   in q u is it iv e b u l l ’ s-eye  tu r n e d   f u l l   u p o n   h im   i n   th o   m o s t  o rth o d o x fa s h io n . 

“ N o w   th e n ,  m y   m a n ,”   th o   p o lic e m a n   s a id ,  g la n c in g w i t h   s c a n t  re g a rd   a t  h is   h a t  a n d   g a ito r s ,  “ y o u ’ v e   g o t  to c o m e   a lo n g   w i t h   m o,  I   ta k o   i t . 

I ’ v e   been  w a t c h in ’  y o u  

a ll   th o   w a y   d o w n   th e   s tre e t,  a n d   I   k n o w   w h a t   y o u ’ ro   u p to . 

Y o u ’ ro   lo it e r in ’  a b o u t  w i t h   in t e n t   to  c o m m it a fe lo n y , t h a t ’s j u s t   a b o u t  th o   sizo   o f  w h a t  y o u ’ re   d o in ’ .” 

D r .   B r a n d r o t h   d r e w   h im s e lf   u p   to   h is   f u l l   h e ig h t,  a n d a n s w e re d   in   h is   s e v e re s t  to n e ,  “  M y   g o o d   fo llo w ,  y o u   a re q u it o   m is ta k e n . 

I   a m   th o   B is h o p   o f   W h itc h e s to r . 

I  

d o n ’ t   re m e m b e r  th o   e x a c t  n u m b o r  o f   m y   o w n   d o o r,  a n d I ’v o   been  t r y i n g   th o   la t c h - k e y ,   on   m y   r e t u r n   fro m   th o H o u s e  o f  L o rd s ,  to  see  w h ic h  k e y h o le   ith a p p o n e d   to  o p e n .” 

T h o   p o lic e m a n   s m ile d   a  p ro fe s s io n a l  s m ilo   o f   w a g g is h in c r e d u lit y . 

“   B is h o p ,  in d e e d ! ”   ho   echoed  c o n te m p tu o u s ly . 

“ H o u s e   o f   L o r d s ! 

E x a c t  n u m b e r ! 

G a m m o n  

a n d   s p in a c h ! 

V e r y   w e ll  g o t  u p ,  in d e e d ,  ’s p e c ia lly   th o  

le g g in ’s. 

B u t   i t   w o n ’ t   g o   d o w n .  I t ’s  been  t r ie d   o n  

a fo re .  B is h o p s   is   p la y e d   o u t,  m y   m a n ,  I   t e l l   y o u . 

I  

’sposo,  n o w ,  y o u ’ v e   ju s t   b e e n   d in i n ’  w i t h   th o   l ’rin c o   o f W a le s , a n d   h a v in ’  a l i t t l e   p r iv a t e  c o n v e rs a tio n  a t  L a m b e th P a la c o   w i t h   th e   A rc h b is h o p   o f   C a n t e r b u r y ! ” 

A n d   th o  

p o lic e m a n   w in k e d   th e   w i n k   o f   a   k n o w in g   one  a t   h is   o w n p le a s a n trie s   w it h   im m e n s e   s a tis fa c tio n . 

“   C o n s ta b le ,”   th o   B is h o p   s a id   s te r n ly ,  “  th is   le v i t y   is o u t   o f   p la ce . 

I f   y o u   d o   n o t  b e lie v e   m o   to   bo   w h a t  m y  

d ress  p ro c la im s   m o ,  th e n   y o u   s h o u ld   a t  le a s t  ta k e   m o  in t o c u s to d y   as  a  s u s p ic io u s   p e rs o n   w it h o u t   in s u lt in g   m y c h a ra c te r  a n d   d ig n it y . 

G o   d o w n   w it h   m e  to   th o   H o u se s
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o f   P a r lia m e n t  in   a  cab ,  a n d   I   w i l l   soon  p ro v e   to   y o u   t l i u l y o u   a re   q u ite   m is ta k e n .” 

T h e   p o lic e m a n   p u t   h is   f in g e r   r u d e ly   to   th e   s id e   o f   h is nose. 

“ C h a ra c te r  a n d   d ig n i t y , ”   ho   r e p lie d   w i t h   u n b e c o m in g   a m u s e m e n t— “  c h a ra c te r  a n d   d ig n i t y ,   in d e e d  ! 

W h y ,   m y   good  m a n ,  I   k n o w   y o u   w e ll  e n o u g h ,  d o n ’ t   y o u t r o u b le   y o u rs e lf. 

M y   m a te s   a n d   m o ,  w e ’ v e   b ee n   lo o k in ’ 

f o r   y o u   h e ro   t h is   th r e e   m o n th s .  T h i n k   I   d o n ’ t  re m e m b e r y o u ?   O h ,  b u t   T  d o ,  th o u g h . 

W h y ,   y o u ’re   th e   p a r t y   as 

g o t in t o  a p r iv a t e  h o u se  in   P im lic o  la s t y e a r, a -re p ro s o n tiu g y o u r s e lf   to   bo  a   d o c to r,  a n ’  c rib b e d   a  g o ld   w a tc h   a n d   a 

’ o le   l o t   o f   re a l  s ilv e r   fro m   th e   u n s u s p e c tin ’  f a m ily . 

C om o  

a lo n g   w it h   m e,  B is h o p ,  I ’m   a -g o in ’  to   ta k o   y o u r  re v o ro n c o r i g h t   o ff  d o w n   to   th e   s ta tio n .” 

T h e   p o o r  B is h o p   te m p o riz e d   a n d   e x p o s tu la te d ,  b u t   a ll to   n o   p u rp o s o . 

l i e   e v e n   v e n tu re d ,  s o re ly   a g a in s t  h is  

con scie nce ,  to   t r y   th o   e ffe c t  o f   a  s ilv e r   k e y   in   u n lo c k in g th e   h a rd   h e a rt  o f  th o   m is ta k e n   c o n s ta b le ;  b u t   t h a t v ir t u o u s   o ffic e r  w i t h   m u c h   s p i r i t   in d ig n a n t ly   re p u d ia te d a n y   s u c h   in s id io u s   a s s a u lts   u p o n   h is   p ro fe s s io n a l  in c o r r u p t i b i l i t y .   T h e   B is h o p   in w a r d ly   g ro a n e d   a n d   fo llo w e d h im . 

“   l l o w   e a s ily ,”   h o   t h o u g h t   to   h im s e lf   w i t h   a  s ig h , 

“  e v e n   th o   m o s t  in n o c e n t  a n d   re s p e c ta b le   o f   m e n   m a y   f a l l u n a w a re s   u n d e r  a  d is g r a c e fu l  s u s p ic io n .”   F o r   i t   is   o n ly in   a  lim it e d   a n d   te c h n ic a l  senso  t h a t   B is h o p s   re g a rd th e m s e lv e s   as  m is e ra b le   s in n e rs . 

E v e n   as  th o   t h o u g h t   fla s h e d   a cross  h is   m in d ,  h o   s a w s ta n d in g   u n d e r  a  n e ig h b o u r in g   d o o rw a y   a  p e rs o n   w h o w a s   e v id e n t ly   e n d e a v o u r in g   to   escape  n o tic e ,  a n d   in w h o m   h is   q u ic k   e ye   im m e d ia te ly   d e te c te d   th e   b o d ily p re s e n c e   o f  C a p ta in   B u r b u r y , 

T h o   B is h o p   d r e w   a,  s ig h   o f   r e lie f. 

T h is   w a s   c le a r ly  

q u ito   p r o v id e n tia l. 

U n d e r   a n y   o th e r   c irc u m s ta n c e   ho  

w o u ld ,  p e rh a p s ,  h a v e   been  c u rio u s   to   k n o w   h o w   C a p ta in B u r b u r y   cam e  to   bo  lin g e r in g   so  close  b e s id e   h is   o w n h ir e d   house  a t  t h a t   u n s e e m ly   h o u r, 

l i e   w o u ld   h a v e
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s u s p e c te d   an   a u d a c io u s   a tt e m p t   to   c o m m u n ic a te   w i t h I r i s ,   c o n tr a r y   to   th o   p re s u m e d   w is h e s   a n d   d e s ire s   o f   h o r a ffe c tio n a te   p a re n ts . 

B u t ,  j u s t   as  t h in g s   th e n   sto o d,  th o  

B is h o p   w a s  in c lin e d   to   h a il  w i t h   d e lig h t   th e   p rese nce   o f a n y b o d y   w h a ts o e v e r  w h o   c o u ld   p e rs o n a lly   id e n t if y   h im . 

l i e   w a s   in   a  le n ie n t   m o o d   as  to   u n p ro v e d   s u s p ic io n s . 

T o  

h is   h o r r o r ,  h o w e v e r,  C a p ta in   B u r b u r y ,   c a s tin g   a  r a p id g la n c e   s id e w a y s   a t  h is   e p is c o p a l  co s tu m e ,  s ilh o u e tte d   o u t s t r i k i n g l y   a g a in s t  th o   l i g h t   fr o m   th e   p o lic e m a n ’ s  b u l l ’s-eye,  tu r n e d   h is   b a c k   u p o n   th e   p a ir   w i t h   e v id e n t  d is in c lin a tio n   th e n   a n d   th e re   to   m e e t  h im ,  a n d   b e g a n   to   w a lk r a p id ly   a w a y   in   th e   o p p o s ite   d ir e c tio n . 

T h e r e   w a s   n o   t im e   to   bo  lo s t.  I t   w a s   a  m o m e n t  fo r a c tio n . 

C a p ta in  B u r b u r y  m u s t  be  m a d e   to   re c o g n iz e   h im . 

H a lf - b r e a k in g   a w a y   fro m   th o   b u r ly   p o lic e m a n ,  w h o   s t i l l , h o w e v e r,  k e p t  h is   s o lid   h a n d   f i r m l y   g rip p e d   a ro u n d   th o e p is c o p a l  fo re a rm ,  th e   B is h o p   p o s it iv e ly   ra n   a t  th e   to p   o f h is   speed  to w a r d s   th e   s o m e w h a t  s lin k in g   a n d   r e t r e a t in g c a p ta in ,  c lo s e ly   fo llo w e d   b y   th o   a n g r y   c o n s ta b le ,  w h o d ra g g e d   h im   b a c k   w i t h   a ll  h is   force ,  a t  th o   sam e  tim e s p r in g in g   h is   r a t t le   v io le n t ly . 

“  C a p ta in   B u r b u r y ,   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y  ? ”   g aspe d   th o b re a th le s s   B is h o p ,  as  h e   m a n a g e d   a t  la s t  to   c om o   w i t h i n e a rs h o t  o f   th e   r e t i r i n g   fig u ro .  “   S to p   a  m in u te ,  I   b e g   o f y o u . 

r ic a s o   com o  h e ro   a n d   e x p la in   to   th e   c o n s ta b le .” 

C a p ta in   B u r b u r y   tu r n e d   s lo w ly   ro u n d   a n d   fa ce d   h is t w o   p u rs u e rs   w i t h   o b v io u s   re lu c ta n c e . 

F o r   a  second  h o  

seem ed  h a r d ly   to   rc c o g n iz o   th o   B is h o p   :  th e n   h o   b o w e d a  l i t t l o   s tif f ly ,   a n d   o b s e rv e d   i n   a   s o m e w h a t  c o n s tr a in e d v o ic e ,  “ T h o   B is h o p .  H o w   s in g u la r ! 

G o o d   e v e n in g . 

I  

suppose  .  .  .  t h is   o flic e r  . . .   is   s h o w in g   y o u   th e   w a y h o m e   to   y o u r   n e w   q u a rte rs .” 

T h e   p o lic e m a n ’s  s h a rp   e y e   lo s t  n o n e   o f  th e s e   s m a ll to u c h e s . 

“ D o e sn ’ t   w a n t   to   g e t  la g g e d   h is s e lf,”   ho  

t h o u g h t   s ile n t ly . 

“ D id n ’ t   h a l f   lik e   th o   o th e r   f o llo w  

l e t t i n g   m e   see  ho   w a s   a  p a l  o f   h is   a fte r   I ’d   c o p p e d   h im   1 ” 
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“   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y , ”   th e   B is h o p   s a id ,  p a n tin g ,  “   I   h a ve m o s t  u n f o r t u n a t e ly   fo r g o tte n   th o   n u m b e r   o f   m y   n e w h o u se . 

I   w a s   r a t h e r   im p r u d e n t ly   t r y i n g   to   o p e n   th o d o o rs   a l l   a lo n g   th o   s tr e e t  w i t h   th e   la tc h - k e y   w h ic h   M rs . 

B r a n d r o t h   g a v e   m o  on   m y   le a v in g   h o m o   f o r   th e   H o u s e   o f L o r d s   t h is   m o r n in g ,  i n   o rd e r  to   seo  w h ic h   lo c k   i t  fitte d , w h e n   t h is   c o n s ta b lo   q u ito   p r o p e r ly   o b s e rv e d ,  a n d ,  I   a m s o r r y   to   say,  m is in te r p r e te d   m y   a c tio n . 

H o   b e lie v e s   I  

a m   lo it e r in g   a b o u t  to   c o m m it  a  fe lo n y . 

H a v o   th o   g o o d ness,  please,  to   t e l l   h im   w h o   I   a m .” 

“ T h is   is   th o   B is h o p   o f   W h ite h e s te r ,”   H a r r y   B u r  b u r y a n s w e re d ,  v e r y   re d ,  a n d   w it h   a  g r o w in g   senso  o f   p a in fu l d is c o m fo rt,  e x p e c tin g   e v e ry   m o m e n t  t h a t   th o   B is h o p w o u ld   t u r n   ro u n d   u p o n   h im   a n d   a s k   h im   h o w   he   cam e t o   bo  th e re . 

“  H e , h o,  h o !  ”   th e  c o n s ta b lo   t h o u g h t  to  h im s e lf  m e r r ily . 

“ B is h o p   a n d   C a p ta in ! 

C a p ta in   a n d   B is h o p ! 

T h a t ’ s  a 

g o o d   one,  t h a t   is   !  T h e y ’re   a   g a n g ,  th e y   a re . 

V e r y   w e ll 

g o t  u p ,  to o ,  th o   b lo o m in g   p a ir   o f   ’e m . 

B u t   t h e y ’re   a 

c o u p le   o f   s tr o n g   ’ u n s ,  t h a t ’s  w h a t  I   c a ll  ’em . 

I   w o n ’t   le t  

o n   t h a t   I   t w i g   ’em   f o r   th o   p re s e n t. 

T w o   a b lo -b o d ie d  

b u r g la r s   a t   o n ce   o n   o n e ’s  h a n d s   is   n o   jo k e ,  o ve n   fo r   th o y o u n g e s t  a n d   a c tiv c s t  m e m b e rs   o f   th o   fo rco . 

I ’l l   j u s t  

w a it   t i l l   Q   01   a n s w e rs   m y   r a t t le . 

M e a n w h ile ,  as  th e y  

s a ys  a t  th e   th e a y te r ,  I   w i l l   d is s e m b le .” 

A n d   he  d is s e m b le d   f o r   th o   m o m e n t  w i t h  s u c h  a d m ir a b le e ffe c t  t h a t   th o   B is h o p   f a i r l y   t h o u g h t   th o   in c id e n t   s e ttle d , a n d   b e g a n   to   c o n g r a tu la te   h im s e lf   in   h is   o w n   m in d   on t h is   t r u l y   p r o v id e n t ia l  n o c tu r n a l  m e e tin g   w i t h   C a p ta in B u r b u r y . 

“ A n ’  tw h a t ’s  h is   L o r d s h ip ’s  e x a c t  n u m b e r ? ”   th e c o n s ta b lo   a sk e d ,  w i t h   a  s c a rc e ly   s u p p re s s e d   ir o n ic a l e m p h a s is   o n   th o   t i t l e   o f  h o n o u r. 

“  T w o   h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n ty ,”   H a r r y  B u r b u r y  a n s w e re d , tr e m b lin g . 

“ T w o   h u n d r e d   a n d   s e v e n t y ! "   th o   g u a r d ia n   o f   th o
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p ca co   re p e a te d   s lo w ly . 

“  T w o   h u n d r e d   a n d   s o v o n ty  !  So 

t h a t ’s  i t ,   is   i t ?   W h y ,   b le ss  m y   s o u l,  t h a t ’s  th o   v e r y   d o o r t h a t   th o   m i l i t a r y   g e n t  w a s   a - lu r k in ’  a n d   a - s k u lk in ’  o n ! 

P e rh a p s   y o u ’ ve   g o t   a  la tc h - k e y   a b o u t  y o u   s o m e w h e re   f o r t h a t   o n e   to o ,  o h ,  C a p ta in  ? ” 

B e fo re   th o   B is h o p   c o u ld   in d ig n a n t ly   re p e l  t h is   la s t s h a m e fu l  in s in u a tio n ,  Q   9 4,  s u m m o n o d   h a s t ily   b y   h is n e ig h b o u r ’s  r a t t l o   fr o m   th o   n e x t   b o a t,  cam o  r u n n in g   u p i n   e a g e r  e x p e c ta tio n . 

“ A l l   r ig h t ,   S im s o n ,”   th o   B is h o p ’s  o r ig in a l  c a p to r e x c la im e d   j o y f u ll y ,   n o w   t h r o w in g   o ff   th o   m a s k   a n d c e a s in g   t o   d is s e m b le . 

“  T h is   is   a  g o o d   jo b ,  t h is   lo t . 

T h is  h e ro  re v e re n d  g e n tle m a n ’s th o  B is h o p  o f  W h itc h c s te r , a n ’  h is   L o r d s h ip ’s  b e e n   a - lo it o r in ’  ro u n d   in   E a to n   P la c o w i t h   in t e n t   to   c o m m it  a   fe lo n y . 

I   k o tc h e d   h im   a t  i t  

a - t r y in ’  th o   la tc h -k e y s . 

T h is   o th e r   m i l i t a r y   g e n t’s  h is  

f r ie n d   th o   C a p ta in ,  as  ca n   a n s w e r  c o n fid e n tia l  f o r   h is p e rfe c t  r e s p e c ta b ility . 

H o ,  h o ,  h o ! 

S e c u r ity   a in ’ t   good 

e n o u g h . 

T h o   C a p ta in   w a s   a - s k u lk in ’  a n d   a - lo u n g in ’ 

r o u n d   th o   a iro y s   h is s c lf,  a n ’  d id n ’ t   w a n t   a t  f ir s t   to rc c o g n iz o   h is   L o rd s h ip . 

B u t  th o  B is h o p ,  ho  v e r y  p r o p e r ly  

in s is te d   o n   i t . 

I t ’ s  a  g a n g   t h is   i s ;   t h a t ’s  w h a t   i t   is ; 

th e   B is h o p ’s  been  w a n te d   t h is   th r o e   m o n th s   to   m y   c o r ta in k n o w le d g e   as  th e   m o d ic a l  g o n t  w h a t   c rib b e d   th o   s ilv e r . 

I ’l l   ta k e   a lo n g   h is   L o r d s h ip ,  S im s o n ;  y o u   j u s t   k e tc h   a h o ld   o f  th o   C a p ta in ,  w i l l   y o u   ? ” 

H a r r y   B u r b u r y   s a w   a t  onco  t h a t   re m o n s tra n c e   a n d e x p la n a tio n   w o u ld   b o q u it o   in e ffe c tu a l. 

H o   g a v e   h im s e lf 

u p   q u ie t ly   to   g o   to   th e   s t a t io n ;  a n d   th o   B is h o p ,  f r e t t i n g a n d   f u m in g   w i t h   speechless  in d ig n a tio n ,   fo llo w e d   b e h in d as  fa s t  as  h is   g a ito r e d   lo g s   w o u ld   c a r r y   h im . 

A r r iv e d   a t  th o   s ta tio n ,  th o   B is h o p ,  to   h is  g r e a t s u rp ris o , fo u n d   h is   p ro te s ta tio n s   o f   in n o c e n c e   a n d   re fe re n c e s   to c h a ra c te r  d is re g a rd e d   w i t h   a  l o r d ly   in d iffe ro n c o   w h ic h q u it e   a s to u n d e d   h im .  l i e   w a s  tre a te d   w it h   m o ro   o b v io u s d is re s p e c t,  in   fu c f,  th a n   fh o   m e re s t  c u ra te   i n   a  c o u n tr y
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p a ria h . 

ITo  tu r n e d   to   H a r r y   B u r b u r y   f o r   s y m p a th y . 

B u t   H a r r y   o n ly   s m ile d   a  s o u re d   s m ile ,  a n d   o b s e rv e d b it t e r l y ,   “  I t   is   so  easy  to   c o n d e m n   a n y b o d y ,  y o u   k n o w , u p o n   m o re   s u s p ic io n .” 

T h o   B is h o p   f e l t   a  tw in g o   o f   co n scie n ce . 

11  w as  s om e w h a t  in c re a s e d   w h o n   th o   in s p e c to r  i n   c h a rg e   q u ie t ly re m a rk e d ,  “ I   fe e l  a  m o r a l  c e r ta in t y   t h a t   m y   o ffic e rs   a ro r i g h t ;  b u t   s t i l l ,   in   c o n s id e ra tio n   o f  th o   d ress  y o u   w e a r—  

a   v e iy   c le v e r  d is g u is e ,  c e r t a in ly — I ’l l   sen d   o no  o f  th e m   to m a k e   in q u ir ie s   a t  th o   a d d re ss  y o u   m e n tio n . 

M e a n w h ile , 

T h o m p s o n ,  lo c k   ’ om   u p   s e p a ra te ly   i n   th o   g e n e ra l  lo c k -u p . 

W e ’re   v e r y   f u l l   t o - n ig h t ,   B is h o p .  I ’ m   s o r r y  , w o   c a n ’ t a cc o m m o d a te   y o u   w i t h   a  p r iv a t e   c o ll. 

I t ’s  ir r e g u la r ,   I  

k n o w ,  b u t   w e ’ re   t e r r i b l y   o v e rc ro w d e d . 

Y o u ’ l l   h a v o   to  

g o   in   a lo n g   w i t h   a  c o u p le   o f  o th e r  p ris o n e rs .” 

M o r a l  c e r t a in t y   ! 

T h o   B is h o p   s ta rte d   v is ib ly   a t   th o  

p h ra s e . 

I t ’s  h a r d   to   c o n d e m n   a  m a n   u n h e a rd   u p o n   a m o ra l  c e r ta in t y   ! 

T h e re   w a s   n o   h e lp   f o r   i t ,  so th e   B is h o p   a llo w e d   h im s e lf to   bo  q u ie t ly   t h r u s t   in t o   a  la r g o   c o ll  a lr e a d y   o c c u p ie d   b y t w o   o th e r   a m ia b le - lo o k in g   p ris o n e rs . 

O n o   o f   th e m ,  to  

ju d g e   b y   th o   fa s h io n   in   w h ic h   ho   w o re   h is   h a ir ,   h a d   v e r y la t e ly   c o m p le te d   h is   te r m   o f   re s id e n c e   in   ono  o f   h e r M a je s ty ’s  h o u se s  o f  d e te n tio n   ;  th o   o th e r   lo o k e d   r a th e r as  th o u g h   ho   w e re   a t  p re s e n t  m e re ly   a   c a n d id a te   f o r   th o sam o  d is t in c t io n   in   th o   n e a r  fu tu r e . 

B o th   th o   m e n   lo o k e d   a t   th o   n e w -c o m o r  w i t h   deop in t e r e s t  ;   b u t   as  h o   w it h d r e w   a t   onco  in f o   th o   f a r   c o rn e r, a n d   s e a te d   h im s e lf   s u s p ic io u s ly   u p o n   th o   b e d ,  w it h o u t d is p la y in g   a n y   d e s ire   to   e n g a g e   in   c o n v e rs a tio n ,  com m on, p o lite n e s s   p re v e n te d   th e m   fr o m   r e m a r k in g   u p o n   th o s in g u la r it y   o f   h is   c o s tu m e   in   s u c h   a  p o s itio n . 

So  t h o y  

w e n t  on   w i t h   t h e ir   o w n   c o n fa b u la tio n   q u it e   u n c o n c e r n e d ly   a fte r   a  m o m e n t,  t a k in g   n o   f u r t h e r   n o tic e   in a n y  w a y   o f  t h e ir   d is tin g u is h e d   c lo r ic a l  c o m p a n io n . 

“ T h e n   t h a t ’ s  n o t  th e   b u s in e s s   y o u ’ re   la g g e d   u p o n   ?  ” 
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o n o   o f   tlio m   s a id   c o o lly   to   t lio   o th e r , 

“ I t   is n ’ t   t lio  

a d ju ta n t ’s  a c c o u n ts ,  y o u   t h i n k ?   I t ’s  t lio   o th e r   m a tte r , i s ' i t ? ” 

“ O h   y e s ,”   t lio   second  m a n   a n s w e re d   q u io t ly . 

“ I f   i t  

h a d   been  t lio   a d ju t a n t ’s  a c c o u n ts ,  y o u   soe,  I ’d   h a v e ro u n d e d ,  o f   c o u rs e ,  on   B i l l y   th o   G r o w le r . 

I   n e v e r  d id  

li k o   t h a t   fo llo w ,  th o   G r o w le r ,  y o u   k n o w ;  a n ’  I   d o n ’ t   soo w h y   I   s h o u ld   lia v o   m y   liv e   y e a rs   f o r   i t ,   w h e n   lie ’ s  h a d th o   b e st  p a r t   o f   th o   s w a g ,  lo o k   ’eo. 

I   h a d   n o   h a n d   i n   i t , 

c o n fo u n d   i t . 

I t   w a s   a ll  th o   G r o w le r . 

I   d id n ’ t   o v e n   g e t 

n o t h in k   o u t  o f  i t . 

T h a t   a in ’ t   f a i r   n o w ,  is   i t ,   I   p u t   i t   to  

y o u  ? ” 

“   N o , i t  a in ’ t , ”   th e   f ir s t  m a n   a n s w e re d ,  th e   c lo s e -c ro p p e d o n o . 

“  B u t   th e re ’ l l   bo som e  s o r t  o f  i n q u i r y  a b o u t  i t   n o w , i n   cou rse,  f o r — w o rs o   lu c k   f o r   t lio   G r o w le r — I   h e a rd   t h is e v e n in ’  th o   c o u r t - m a r t ia l’s  a c q u itte d   t h a t   th e re   C a p ta in S o m e b o d y . 

T h e y ’ l l   lo o k   a b o u t  soon  f o r   som o  o n e   else,  I  

ta k e   i t ,   to   p u t   th e   b la in o   u p o n .” 

T h e   o th e r   m a n   la u g h e d . 

“   N o t  t h a t , ”   ho  p u t   in   c a re le s s ly .  “   T h o   c o u r t - m a r t ia l’s  a c q u itte d   h im ,  b u t   n o b o d y d o n ’t   b e lie v e   he d id n ’ t  ta k e   it .   N o b o d y  a in ’ t   g o in g   to  s u s p e c t  th e   G r o w le r. 

E v e r y   one  s a ys  i t ’s  a  m o r a l  c e r t a in t y  

t h a t   t h a t   C a p ta in   T h in g u m m y   th e re   lie   to o k   th e   m o n e y .” 

T h o   B is h o p   d r e w   a  lo n g   b re a th . 

A f t e r   a ll,   t h is   w h o le  

in c id e n t  h a d   bee n   t r u l y   p r o v id e n t ia l. 

N o   n a m e s   w e r o  

m e n tio n e d ,  to   b o   s u r e ;  b u t   fro m   th o   c irc u m s ta n c e s   o f  th o caso  th e   B is h o p   f e l t   c o n v in c e d   th o   p e rs o n   r e fe r r e d   to   w a s H a r r y   B u r b u r y . 

C o u ld   lie   h a v e  been  p la c e d  in   t h is   t r u l y  

lu d ic r o u s   p o s itio n   f o r   a  w is e   re a s o n — on   p u rp o s e   to   h e lp in   e x t r ic a tin g   a n   in n o c e n t  p e rs o n   fr o m   a n   u n d e s e rv e d c a lu m n y ?   T h e   B is h o p ,  w i t h   a ll  h is   l i t t l e   f a ilin g s ,   w a s a t  b o tto m   a   r ig h t - m in d e d   a n d   te n d e r-h e a rte d   m a n . 

l i e  

w o u ld   n o t   h a v e   g ru d g e d   e v e n   t h a t   a w k w a r d   h o u r   o f d is a g re e a b le   d e te n tio n   in   a  c o m m o n   lo c k - u p   i f   ho   c o u ld bo   o f   a n y   s e rv ic e ,  t h r o u g h   h is   u n ju s t   in c a r c e r a tio n ,  to ono  o f   h is   d e a r  b u t   w r o n g f u lly   su s p e c te d   b r e th r e n . 
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T h e   m e n   soon  re la p s e d   in t o   s ile n c e ,  a n d   th r e w   tlic m -  

se lve s  u p o n   th e   b od  a n d   th o   b u n k ,  w h ic h   t h e y   a ssu m ed as  b y   r ig h t ,   b e in g   th o   f ir s t   c o m e rs. 

T h e   B is h o p ,  n e v e r 

s p e a k in g   a  w o rd   to   e ith e r ,  b u t   r u m in a t in g   s tr a n g e ly   in h is   o w n   m in d , to o k   h is  o w n   s ca t  in   s ile n c e   on   th o   s o lit a r y c h a ir  o v e r  in   th o   c o rn e r. 

T h e   m in u te s   w o re   a w a y  s lo w ly ,  a n d   tho   B is h o p   n o d d e d n o w   a n d   th e n   in   a  q u ie t   doze, t i l l   th o  c lo c k   o f   th e   n e a re s t c h u rc h   h a d   s tr u c k   fo u r . 

T h e n ,  th o   d o o r  o f  ’ lie   b ig   c e ll 

w as  o pe ne d   s u d d e n ly ,  a n d   th o   in s p e c to r,  w i t h   c o n s te rn a tio n   a n d   h o r r o r   d e p ic te d   le g ib ly   u p o n   e v e r y  fib r e   o f  h is s p e a k in g   c o u n te n a n c e ,  e n te re d   th e   c e ll  w i t h   a  d e fe r e n tia l b o w . 

“ M y   I  jo r d ,”  lie  c rie d  in   h is   p o lite s t  to n e  to  th e  d e lig h te d B is h o p ,  “ y o u r   c a r ria g e   is   w a it in g   a t   th o   d o o r,  a n d   y o u r c o a c h m a n   a n d   fo o tm a n   h a v e   com e  h e re   to   i d e n t if y   y o u —  

a  f o r m a lit y   w h ic h   I   a m   s u re   w i l l   h a r d ly   be   n e e d fu l. 

I  

m u s t  a p o lo g iz o   m o s t  s in c e r e ly   f o r   th e   v e r y   u n f o r t u n a te -------- ” 

T h o   B ijs h o p   h e ld   u p   h is   f in g e r   w a r n in g ly . 

B o t h   th o  

o ilie r   o c c u p a n ts   o f   th o   c e ll  w e re   fa s t  a sle e p . 

“  D o n ’ t  

w a k e   th e m ,”   th e   B is h o p   w h is p e re d   in   an  a n x io u s   ton e. 

“   I   n a t u r a lly   d o n ’ t  w is h   t h is   s to ry   to   g o t  a b o u t.” 

T h o   in s p e c to r  b o w e d   a g a in .  N o t h in g  c o u ld  b e tte r  h a v e s u ite d   h is   w is h e s . 

I l i s   c o n s ta b le s   h a d   m a d e   a  fo o lis h  

m is ta k e ,  a n d   th e   la u g h   w o u ld   h a v e   b ee n   a g a in s t  th e m   in th o   fo rc e   its e lf,  f a r   m o re   th a n   a g a in s t  th o   r i g h t   re v e r e n d g e n tle m a n . 

“ W h o   a rre s te d   th o   B is h o p ? ”   w o u ld   soon 

h a v e   b ecom e   th e  jo k e   o f   th o   d a y   a m o n g   th e   s tr e e t  A ra b s . 

B e s id e s ,  h a d   h e   n o t,  u n d e r   s tre s s   o f   c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  been c o m m it t in g   th e   ir r e g u l a r i t y   o f   p u t t i n g   as  m a n y   as  th re e p ris o n e rs   in   a  s in g le   c e ll  ? 

“   A s   y o u   w is h ,  m y   L o r d , ”   he   a n s w e re d   s u b m is s iv e ly , a n d   b o w e d   th e   B is h o ji  w it h   p ro fo u n d   re s p e c t  in t o   th o o u te r  ro o m . 

T h e re   J o h n   a n d   th e   fo o tm a n   w e re   w a it in g   f o r m a lly   to i
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re c o g n iz e   h im ,  a n d   th e   c a r ria g e   s to o d   o s te n ta tio u s ly   a t t lio   d o o r  to   c a r r y   h im   h o m e   a g a in . 

“  In s p e c to r ,”   th o   B is h o p   s a id   q u ie t ly ,   ‘ ‘ y o u   need  n o t a p o lo g iz e   f u r th e r . 

B u t   I   d o n ’ t   w a n t   t h is   m o s t  u n f o r t u n a te   a ffa ir   to   g e t  p u b lic ly   s p o k e n   a b o u t.  Y o u   w i l l   e a s ily p e rc e iv e   t h a t   i t   m ig h t   bo  re g a rd e d   b y — a h e m ! — som e ir r e v e r e n t   p e rs o n s   in   a  lu d ic r o u s   l i g h t . 

I   s h a ll  bo  g la d  

i f   y o u   w i l l   re q u e s t  y o u r   c o n s ta b le s   to   s a y   n o t h in g   a b o u t i t   to   o ne  a n o th e r  o r  to   a n y b o d y   e lso .” 

“  M y   L o r d , "   th o   in s p e c to r  s a id ,  w i t h   a  fe e lin g   o f   th o m o s t  p ro fo u n d   r e lie f,  “ y o u   m a y   r e ly   u p o n   i t   t h a t   n o t  a s in g le   s o u l  e x c e p t  th e   p a rtie s   c o n c e rn e d   s h a ll  e v e r  h e a r  a w o r d   o f th e   m a tt e r . ” 

“   A n d   m y  c o m p a n io n   in   m is fo r tu n e ?  ”   th e  B is h o p  a sk e d , s m ilin g . 

T h o   in s p e c to r,  in   h is   flu s te r   o f   a n x ie t y   a b o u t  th o   g re a t p re la te ,  h a d   c le a n   fo r g o tte n   p o o r  H a r r y   B u r b u r y . 

l i e  

w e n t  o ff a t  once  to   re loa so   th e   y o u n g   m a n   a n d   m a k e   h im a  f u r th e r   n ic e ly   g ra d u a te d   a p o lo g y . 

“ C a p ta in   B u r b u r y , ”   th e   B is h o p   s a id ,  “ can  I  d r iv e   y o u a n y w h e r e ? 

W h e re   a re   y o u   s t o p p in g ? ” 

H a r r y ’s  face  re d d e n e d   a  l i t t l e .   “   N o w h e re ,  in   fu e l,"   lie a n s w e re d   a w k w a r d ly .   “ T h o   t r u t h   is,  I   h a v e   o n ly   ju s t r u n   u p   fr o m   A ld e rs h o t,  a n d   h a d   m e a n t  to   p u t   u p   a t  th o C h a r in g   C ro ss  H o t e l. ” 

C o m p a n io n s h ip  in   m is fo r tu n e   e m o llit mores.   T h o   B is h o p re la x e d   h is   fe a tu re s   a n d   s m ile d   g ra c io u s ly . 

“  I i ’s  to o  

la te   to   go   th e re   n o w ,”   h e   s a id   w i t h   u n w o n te d   k in d lin e s s . 

“  Y o u   h a d   b e t t e r   com e  ro u n d   to   E a to n   P la c e   w i t h   m e , a n d   M rs .  B r a n d r e th   w i l l   t r y   to   fin d   a  c o m fo rta b le   bed  f o r y o u .” 

H a r r y ,   h a rd ly '  k n o w in g   w h a t   h o   d id ,  fo llo w e d   th e B is h o p   t i m i d l y   o u t  to   th e   c a rria g e . 

A s   soon  as  t h e y   h a d   sea ted   th e m s e lv e s   on   th e   w e ll-p a d d e d   c u s h io n s   o f  th o   c o m fo rta b le   e p is c o p a l  b ro u g h a m , th e   B is h o p   s u d d e n ly   tu r n e d   ro u n d   a n d   a s k e d   h is   c o m 
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p a n io n ,  “ C a p ta in   B u r b u r y ,   do   y o n   h a p p e n   to   k n o w   a n y b o d y  a n y w h e r o  w h o   is   c a lle d — c x c u s o   th e   n ic k n a m e — th e G r o w le r ? ” 

C a p ta in   B u r b u r y  s ta rte d   in  s u rp ris e .  “   T h e   G r o w le r !  ” 

ho   c rie d . 

“   W h y ,  y e s ,  c e r ta in ly . 

H e ’s  tb o   a d ju ta n t ’ s 

o r d e r ly   in   m y   o w n   r e g im e n t.” 

T h o   B is h o p   la id   h is   h a n d   k i n d l y   on   th o   y o u n g   m a n ’s a rm . 

“  -M y  d e a r  C a p ta in   B u r b u r y , ”   ho  s a id   s o f t ly ,   “   I b e lie v o   I   can   do  y o u   a  s lig h t   s e rv ic e . 

I   h a v e   fo u n d   a 

c lu e   to   th o   m a n   w h o   r e a lly   e m b e zz le d   th e   re g im e n ta l m o n e y .” 

T h o   c a rria g e   s w a m   a ro u n d   b e fo re   IT a r r y   B u r b u r y ’s eyes,  a n d   he   c lu tc h e d   th o   a rm -r e s t  b y  th o   w in d o w   t i g h t l y w it h   h is   h a n d . 

A f t e r   a ll,   th e n ,  th e   B is h o p   a t  a n y   ra te  

d id   n o t  w h o lly  s u s p e c t  a n d   m is t r u s t  h im  !  P e rh a p s   in   th e e n d   he   m ig h t   m a r r y   I r i s   ! 

*  

*  

*  

 *  

*  

*

“   M y  d e a r,”  th e   B is h o p   s a id   to   h is   w ife , o n   th o   m o r n in g w h e n   th o   a d ju t a n t ’s  o r d e r ly   w a s  f ir s t   e x a m in e d   a t A ld e r s h o t  on   th o   c h a rg e   o f   e m b e z z le m e n t,  “ t h is   s tr o n g ly e n fo rc e s   th o   c a s u a l  re m a rk   I   h a p p e n e d   to   m a k e   to   y o u th e   o th e r  d a y   a b o u t  th e   d iffe re n c e   b e tw e e n   m o ra l  a n d le g a l  c e r ta in t y . ” 

“   A n d   as  soon  as  t h is   w re tc h e d   m a n   is   r e a lly   c o n v ic te d ,”   M rs .  B r a n d r e th   o b s e rv e d   t i m i d l y ,   “   th e re   ca n   bo no   re a so n   w h y   w c   s h o u ld n ’ t  a n n o u n c e  t h a t   I r i s  is   e n g a g e d to   C a p ta in   B u r b u r y . ” 

W h e n   y o u   h a v e   onco  re n d e re d   a  m a n   a  s ig n a l  s e rv ic e , y o u   a lw a y s   r e ta in  a f r ie n d ly  fe e lin g   f o r  h im .   T h o   B is h o p lo o k e d  u p  b e n e v o le n tly  fro m  h is  p a p e r.  “  W e ll,  C h a rlo tte ,” 

h e   s a id ,  “  ho   seems  a  v e r y   p ro p e r,  w e ll-c o n d u c te d   y o u n g m a n ,  a n d  th o u g h   I   s h o u ld   c e r ta in ly  m y s e lf  h a v e   p re fe rre d C a n o n   R o b in s o n ,  I   d o n ’ t   see  a n y   g o o d   re a s o n   w h y   ho   a n d I r i s ,   i f   t h e y   lik e   one  a n o th e r,  s h o u ld n ’t   be   m a r r ie d   as soon  as  c o n v e n ie n t  t o   y o u .” 

[image: Image 609]

[image: Image 610]

 THE  CHINESE  E L A Y   A T   THE 

 IFAYMARKET. 

“ I   d o n ’t   k n o w   h o w   i t   is ,  M e o n ie ,”   s a id   th o   m a n a g e r g lo o m ily ,  “ b u t   t h is   th e a tr e   d o n ’ t  seem   to   p a y   a t  a ll. 

I t ’s  a  c o m p le te   f a ilu r e ,   t h a t ’s  w h a t  i t   is. 

W e   m u s t s tr ik e  

o u t  s o m e th in g   n e w   a n d   o r ig in a l,   w i t h   a  t o t a l  c h a n g e   o f s c e n e ry , p ro p e rtie s ,  a n d   c o s tu m e .” 

I t   w a s   th o   la s t   n ig h t   o f   th e   season  a t  th e   C ro w n P rin c e ’s  T h e a tre ,  M a y f a ir . 

T h e  m a n a g e r  w a s  a n   a m ia b le  

y o u n g   m a n ,  ju s t   b e g in n in g   h is   c a re e r  as  a  lic e n s e d p u r v e y o r   o f   d r a m a tic   c o n d im e n ts ;  a n d   th o u g h   h o   h a d p e p p e re d   a n d   s p ic e d   h is   p e rfo rm a n c e s   w i t h   e v e ry   k n o w n fo r m   o f   le g it im a t e   o r  ille g it im a t e   s tim u la n t,  th e   p u b lic s o m e h o w   d id n ’t   seem   to   see  i t . 

So  h e re   ho  w a s   l e f t   a t 

1ho  e n d   o f   th o   la s t  n ig h t ,   s u r v e y in g   th o   d a rk e n e d   hou se fro m   th e   f o o t lig h ts ,   a n d   m o o d ily   s u m m in g   u p   in   h is m in d   th e   g ra n d   t o t a l  o f  th e   season’s  losses. 

M e e n ie , 

b e tte r   k n o w n   to   th o   c r it ic a l  w o r ld   as  M is s   A m in a   F it z -  

A d ilb c r t ,   w a s   h is   f ir s t   y o u n g   la d y ,  a  l i v e l y   l i t t l e   I r is h g ir l ,   w it h   j u s t   th o   fa in t e s t    saupron  o f   a  b ro g u e   ;  a n d   i f th e   C ro w n   P rin c e 's   h a d   tu r n e d   o u t  a  success  u n d e r  h is e n e rg e tic   m a n a g e m e n t,  J a c k   llo b e r ts   h a d   f u l l y   m a de   u p h is   m in d   t h a t   she  s h o u ld   s h a re   w i t h   h im   in   f u t u r e   th e h o n o u rs   o f   h is   n a m e ,  a t  le a s t  in   p r iv a t e   lif e . 

S he  w as 

an   u n a ffe c te d ,  s im p le   l i t t l e   t h in g ,   w i t h   no   a ctre s s ’s m a n n e rs   w h e n   o ff  th e   s ta g e ;  a n d   as  she  h a d   b u t   one r e la t iv e   in   th e   w o r ld ,   a  c e r ta in   b r o th e r   P a t,  w h o   h a d   r u n
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a w a y   to   fo r e ig n   p a r ts   u n k n o w n   a ft e r   th o   la s t  F e n ia n b u s in e s s,  she  o x a e tly   s u ite d   J a c k ,  w h o   o fto n   e xp re ss e d liis   u o lilo   d e te r m in a tio n   o f   m a r r y in g   “  a  lo n e   o rp h a n .” 


B u t   as  th in g s   s to o d   a t   p re s e n t,  h o   s a w   l i t t l o   c h a n c o   o f a ffo r d in g   h im s e lf   tlio   l u x u r y   o f   m a tr im o n y ,  on   a  m a g n ific e n t  b a la n c e -s h e e t  in   w h ic h   e x p e n d itu r e   in v a r ia b ly m a n a g e d   to   o u t - r u n   re v e n u o . 

So  h o   sto o d   d is c o n s o la te  

on   th e   p a s te b o a rd   w re c k   o f   tlio   r o y a l  m a il  s te a m s h ip w h ic h   c o llid e d   n ig h t l y   in   h is   f i f t h   a c t ;   a n d   lo o k e d   lik e a  s o rt  o f   t h e a tr ic a l  M a riu s   a b o u t  to   im m o la te   h im s e lf a m id   th e   ru in s   o f  a  s c e n e -p a in te r’s  ( 'a rth a g o . 

“   W e ’ ve   tr ie d   e v e r y th in g ,  M o e n ie ,”   ho  w e n t  o n   d is c o n s o la te ly ,  “ b u t   i t  d oe sn ’ t   seem  to   p a y   fo r   a ll  th a t. 

F i r s t  

o f   a ll   w e   w e n t  in   f o r   s e n s a tio n a l  d ra m a s . 

W o   p u t  

“   W ic k e d   L o n d o n "   o n   th o   s ta g e ;  w o   d ro v e   a  r o i l   h a n so m cub  w i t h   a  liv e   h o rs e   in   i t   a cross  W a te r lo o   B r i d g e ;  w o h a d   th re e   m u rd e rs   a n d   a  d e s p o ra to   s u ic id e   :   y »n   n e a rly b ro k e   y o u r   n e c k   le a p in g   o u t  o f   th o   f o u r th - flo o r   w in d o w fro n t  t l i o   fire ,  w h e n   J e n k in s   fo r g o t  to   p u t   e n o u g h   to w   in th o   s h e e t  to   b re a k   y o u r   f a l l ;  a n d    I   s in g e d   m y   face d r e a d f u lly   as  th o   h e ro ic   fire m a n   g o in g   to   t lio   roscuo. 

W o  

h a d   m o re   r a ilw a y   a c c id e n ts ,  p o w d e re d   c o a c h m e n ,  liv e s u p e rn u m e ra rie s ,  a n d   re a l  w a te r   in   th a t  p ie c e   th a n   in a n y   p ie c e   t h a t   w a s   e v e r  p u t   o n   th o   L o n d o n   b o a rd s ;  a n d w h a t  d id   th o    D n ih j  I r r ita lu r   sa y  a b o u t  i t ,   M e o n ie ,  I a s k   y o u   th a t ?  E h  ? ” 

“   T h e y   s a id ,”   M e e n io   a n s w e re d   r e g r e t f u lly ,   “   t h a t   th e p la y   la c k e d   in c id e n t,  a n d   t h a t   th e   d u ln e s s   o f   it s   g e n e ra l m e d io c r ity   w a s   s c a rc e ly   re lie v e d   b y   a  fe w   o cc a sio n a l e pisod es  w h ic h   h a r d ly  d e s e rv e d   th o   e p it h e t  o f s e n s a tio n a l.” 

“ W e ll,  th e n   w o   w e n t  in   f o r   ic s th e tic s   a n d   h ig h   a r t , a n d   b r o u g h t   o u t  T h e o p h ra s tu s   M a s s in g e r  V i l l o n   S n o o k ’s 

‘ N in o n   do   l ’E n c lo s .’ 

W e   d ra p e d   th o   a u d ito r iu m   in   sage- 

g re e n   h a n g in g s ,  d e c o ra te d   th e   p ro s c e n iu m   w i t h   pea co ck p a tte r n s   b y   W h is t le r ,   g o t  A lm a -T a d e m a   to   d e s ig n   th e co s tu m e s   fo r   th e   c la s s ic a l  m a sq u e ,  a n d   M illa is   to   s u p p ly
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us  w i t h   h in t s   ou  R e n a issa n ce   p ro p e rtie s ,  a m i  f in a lly   h a l f r u in e d   o u rs e lv e s   o v e r  th e   a r c h ite c tu r e   o f  t h a t   c h a te a u w i t h   th e   u n p ro n o u n c e a b le   n a in o   t h a t   e v e ry b o d y   la u g h e d a t.  Y o u  g o t  y o u r s e lf u p  so th a t, y o u r  o w n   m o th e r  w o u ld n ’ t h a v e   k n o w n   y o u   fro m   E lle n   T e r r y ,   a n d   I   m a d o   m y   lo g s lo o k   as  t h i n   as  s p in d le s ,  so  t h a t   I   e x a c tly   re s e m b le d   an e m in e n t  tra g e d ia n   in   th e   c h a ra c te r  o f   H a m l e t :  a n d   w h a t c am e   o f   i t   a ll? 

W h a t   d id   th e    E v en in g   S tin g e r  r e m a r k  

a b o u t  t h a t   p la y ,  I   s h o u ld   l i k e   to   k n o w  ? ” 

“   T h e y   o b s e rv e d ,”   s a id   M e e u ie ,  in   a  lo n e   o f   s e ttle d g lo o m ,  “  t h a t   th e   d e c o ra tio n s   w e re   w a s h y   a n d   ta s te le s s ; t h a t   th o   p ie c e   i t s e l f   w a s   in s ip id   a n d   w e a k ly   re n d e re d   : a n d   t h a t   n o   a m o u n t  o f  c o m p re s s io n   o r  s i l k  le g g in g s  w o u ld e v e r  re d u c e   y o u r   c a lv e s   to   a  t r u l y   t r a g ic   d ia m e te r.” 

“   E x a c t ly   so,”   s a id   th o   d e s p o n d e n t  m a n a g e r. 

“   A n d  

th e n   w o   w e n t  in   f o r  s ce n ic   sp e cta cle . 

W e   p ro d u c e d   ‘  T h o  

W id e   W o r l d :  a  P a n o ra m a   in   F iv o   T a b le a u x .’ 

W o   la id  

o u r   f ir s t   a c t  in   E u ro p e ,  o u r   second  in   A s ia ,  o u r   t h ir d   in A f r ic a ,   o u r  f o u r t h   i n   A m e ric a ,  a n d   o u r  f i f t h   in   th o   is la n d s o f  th o   P a c ific   O cean.  W e   h ir e d   fiv o   f u ll- g r o w n   e le p h a n ts fr o m   W o m b w e ll’s  m e n a g e rie ,  a n d   p ro c u re d   l i v i n g   cocoa-n u t   p a lm s   a t   a n   e n o rm o u s   e xp en se   fro m   th o   R o y a l G a rd e n s ,  K e w . 

W o   g o t  th ro e   re a l  I n d ia n   p rin c e s   to  

a p p e a r  on   th e   s ta g e   in   t h e i r   a n c e s tra l  p a s te   d ia m o n d s ; a n d   w o   h ir e d   F a r i n i ’s  Z u lu s   to   p e rfo rm   t h e ir   c o m p le te lo ile t t o   b o fo ro   th o   eyes  o f  th e   s p e c ta to rs ,  as  a n   e le v a tin g m o ra l  i llu s t r a t io n   o f   th e   m a n n e rs   a n d   c u s to m s   o f  th o S o u th   Sea  Is la n d e rs . 

W o   h a d   v ie w s ,  ta k e n   on   th e   s p o t, 

o f   E n g la n d ’s  la te s t  a c q u is itio n ,  th o   R o o k   o f   R a ra to n g n . 

F i n a lly ,   w o   w re c k e d   t h is   s te a m e r  h e re   in   a  c o llis io n   w it h a  R u s s ia n   ir o n c la d ,  s u p p o s e d   to   he  s y m b o lic a l  o f   th o f r i g h t f u l   re s u lts   o f   M r .   G la d s to n e ’ s  o r   L o r d   B eacons-fie ld ’s  fo r e ig n   p o lic y — P m   s u re   I   fo r g e t w h ic h   :  a n d   w h a t w a s   th o   c o n s e q u e n c e ? 

W h y ,   th o   g od s  w a n te d   to   s in g  

th o   N a tio n a l  A n th e m ,  a n d   th e   s ta lls   p u t   o n   t h e i r   sq u a sh h a ts   a n d   le f t   th o   th e a tre   in   a  t i t   o f   th e   s u lk s ." 
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“   T h e   fa c t  is ,”  fsuiil  M e e n ie ,  “ E n g lis h   p la y s  a m i  E n g lis h a c to rs   u ro   a t  a  d is c o u n t,  l ’c o p lo   a re   t ir e d   o f   th e m .  T h e y d o n ’ t   c a re   f o r   s e n s a tio n   a n y   lo n g e r,  n o r   f o r   a esthetics,  n o r f o r   s p e c ta c le :  u p o n   m y   w o r d ,  t h e ir   ta s to   lia s   becom e  so debased  a n d   d e g ra d e d   t h a t   I   d o n ’ t   b e lie v e   th e y   e ve n   ca re fo r   le g s . 

T h e   w h o le   w o r ld ’s  g o n e   m a d   on   fo r e ig n   a c to rs a n d   actresses. 

T h e y ’ ve  g o t   S a ra h   B e r n h a r d t  a n d   th o  

C om e dio   F ra n c  rise,  a n d   th e y   g o   w i l d   w it h   e cstasies  o v e r h e r ;   as  i f   I   c o u ld n ’ t   m a k e   m y s e lf  ju s t   as  t h i n   b y   a ju d ic io u s   co u rse   o f   D r.  T a n n e r .” 

“ X o ,  y o u   c o u ld n ’ t , ”   s a id   J a c k ,  lo o k in g   a t  h e r  p lu m p l i t t l e   faco  w i t h   a  m o m e n ta r y   re la x a tio n   o f   h is   b ro w . 

“   Y o u r   fre s h   l i t t l e   I r i s h   c h e c k s   c o u ld   n e v e r  f a ll  a w a y   to S a ra h ’s  p a tte r n .”   A n d   to   s a y   th o   t r u t h ,   M e c n ie   w a s   a c o m e ly   l i t t l e   b o d y  e n o u g h , w i t h   j u s t  as  m u c h   te n d e n c y   to a dipose  d e p o s it  as  a t  o n c - a n d - tw e n ty   m a k e s   a  face  lo o k t e m p t in g ly   lik e   a  preach. 

S he   b lu s h e d   v i s i b l y   th r o u g h  

h e r  p io w d e r,  w h ic h   s h o w s   t h a t   she  h a d   no  m o re   o f  i t   th a n th e   c u s to m   o f   th e   s ta g e   im p e r a t iv e ly   d e m a n d s ,  a n d   w o n t on  w i t h   h e r  prarablo  u n re s tr a in e d . 

“ T h e n   th e re   a re   th o   Y a n k e e s ,  w i t h   th o   D a n ite s   a n d C o lo n e l  S e lle rs ,  t a lk in g   tr a g e d y   t h r o u g h   t h e i r   noses,  a n d a p ip la u d e d   to   th o   echo  b y   p e o p le   w h o  w o u ld   t u r n   u p   t h e ir o w n   a t   th e m   in   a  tra n s p o n tin e   m e lo d ra m a . 

B u t   t h a t ’s 

th e   w a y   o f   E n g lis h   pieople  n o w ,  j u s t   becauso  th e y ’ re im p o r te d   d ir e c t. 

T h a t   com es  o f  fre e - tr a d e ,  y o u   k n o w . 

F o r   m y   p ia rt,  I ’ m   a  d e c id e d   p r o te c tio n is t. 

I 'd   p u t   a 

p r o h ib it o r y   t a r i f f   u p o n   th e   im p o r ta tio n   o f   fo r e ig n   liv e s to c k ,  o r  c o m p e l  th e m   to   be   s la u g h te r e d   a t   th e   port,  o f e n t r y . 

T h a t ’s  w h a t  I ’ d  d o .” 

.Tack  m e re ly   s ig h e d . 

“ W e ll,   th e n   th e re   a re   th o   D u tc h ,  a g a in ,  g o in g   th r o u g h t h e ir   p e rfo rm a n c e s   lik e   w o o d e n   d o lls . 

1  E x q u is it e   s e lf- 

r e s tr a in t , ’  th o   n e w s p a p e rs   s a y . 

E x q u is it e   fid d le s tic k s ! 

D o   y o u   supposo   we  c o u ld n ’ t   r e s tr a in   o u rs e lv e s   i f   w o chose  to   w a lk   t h r o u g h   H a m le t  lik e   m u te s   a t  a  fu n e r a l ? 
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D o   y o u   s up po se    we  c o u ld n ’ t   s h o w   ‘ s u p p re s s e d   f e e lin g ’  i f w e   a c te d   M a c b e th   in   a  c o u p le   o f  e a s y -c h a irs ?   S t u f f   a n d nonsense,  a ll  o f   i t . 

l ’ o o p le   g o   b ecau se   t h e y   w a n t   o th e r  

p e o p le   to   t h i n k   th e y   u n d e r s ta n d   D u tc h , w h ic h   th e y   d o n ’ t, a n d   u n d e r s ta n d   a c tin g ,  w h ic h   th e y   c a n ’ t   see  th e re . 

I f  

w e   w a n t   to   g e t  o n,  w e   m u s t  g o   in   f o r   b e in g   N o rw e g ia n s , o r  R u s s ia n s ,  o r   S a n d w ic h   Is la n d e rs ,  o r  s o m e th in g   o f   t h a t s o r t ;  w e   r e a lly   m u s t.” 

J a c k   lo o k e d   u p   s lo w ly  a n d   m e d it a t iv e ly . 

“   L o o k   h e ro , 

M e e n ie ,”   h e   s a id   s e r io u s ly ;  “   sup po se   w o   g e t  u p   a C h in e s e   p la y  ? ” 

“   W h y ,  J a c k ,  w e ’ re   n o t  C h in a m e n   a n d   C h in a w o m e n . 

W e   d o n ’ t   lo o k   in   th e   le a s t  lik e   i t . ” 

“ I   d o n ’ t   k n o w   a b o u t  t h a t , ”   s a id   J a c k ,  q u i e t l y ;   “ y o u r eyes  a re   n o t  q u it e   th e   t h i n g   p e rh a p s ,  b u t   y o u r   nose  is f a i r l y   w e ll  u p   to   p a t t e r n . ” 

“  N o w ,  s ir , ”   s a id   M e e n ie ,  p o u tin g ,   a n d   t u r n in g   u p   th e s o m e w h a t   retrousse  fe a tu re   in   q u e s tio n ,  “ y o u ’ re   g e t t in g ru d e . 

M y   nose  is   a   v e r y   e x c e lle n t  nose,  as  noses  go. 

B u t   y o u   c o u ld   n e v e r  m a k e   y o u rs   in t o   a C h in a m a n ’s. 

I t ’s 

a t  le a s t  th re e  in c h e s   too   lo n g .” 

“  W e ll,  y o u  k n o w ,  M e o n ie ,  th e re ’s  a  m a n  w h o  a d v e rtis e s a  n o s e -m a c h in e   f o r   p u s h in g   th e   c a r tila g e ,  o r  w h a te v e r y o u   c a ll  i t ,   in t o   a  p ro p e r  sha pe . 

S u p p o se   w e   g e t  t h is  

fe llo w   to   m a k e   u s  n o s e -m a c h in e s   f o r   d is t o r t in g   i t   in t o a  C h in e s e   p a tte r n . 

Y o u 'll  d o   w e ll  e n o u g h   as  y o u   s ta n d , 

w i t h   a  l i t t l e   w a ln u t - ju ic e ,   a l l   e x c e p t  th e   e ye s  ;  b u t   y o u r w a rm e s t  a d m ir e r   c o u ld n ’ t   p ro te n d   t h a t   y o u r   eyes  a re o b liq u e .  W o   m u s t  fin d   o u t  som e  d o d g o   to   m a n a g e 'th a t, a n d   th e n   w e   s h a ll  bo  a ll  r i g h t . 

W e   can  e a s ily   h ir e   a  fe w  

re a l  C h in a m e n   as  s u p e r n u m e r a r ie s — e n g a g o   T o m   F a t,   o r g e t  ’e m   o v e r  f r o m   N o w   Y o r k ,   o r  S an   F ra n c is c o ,  o r  som ew h e r e ;  a n d   as  f o r   th o   le a d in g   c h a ra c te rs ,  n o b o d y ’l l   e v e r e x p e c t  th e m   to   be  v e r y  C h in e s o   lo o k in g .  U p o n   m y  w o rd , th o   id o a   has  p o in ts   a b o u t  i t . 

I ’ l l   t u r n   i t   o v e r  in   m y  

m in d   a n d   see  w h a t   w o   can  m a ke   o f   it , 

AVe  m a y   s ta r t  

a fre s h   n e x t  season,  a ft e r   a ll. ” 
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T h e   n e x t   s ix  o r e ig h t  w e e ks  w e re   a  p e rio d   o f  p ro d ig io u s e x e rtio n   on   th e   p a r t   o f  J a c k   B o b e its .  A t   f ir s t ,   th e   n o tio n w a s  a  m e re  jo k e   ;  b u t   th e   m o re   h o   lo o k e d   a t   it ,   th o   b e tte r he  lik e d   it . 

A n   e m in e n t  d is t o r t e r   o f   th e   h u m a n   c o u n te n a n ce   n o t  o n ly   s h o w e d   h im   h o w   to   t w is t   h is   noso  in t o M o n g o lo id   b r e a d th   a n d   fla tn e s s ,  b u t   a ls o   in v e n te d   an in v is ib le   e y e lid   f o r   p r o d u c in g   th o   g e n u in o   T u r a n ia n a lm o n d   e ffe ct,  a n d   rose  w i t h   success  to   th e   f u r t h e r   f l i g h t o f  g u m m in g  on   a  p a ir  o f   u n d is c o v e ra b le  h ig h   c h e e k -b o n e s . 

I n   a  fe w   d a y s ,  th o   w h o le   c o m p a n y   w e re   so  tra n s fo r m e d t h a t   t h e ir   o w n   p r o m p te r   w o u ld n ’ t   h a v e   k n o w n   th e m , som e  a llo w a n c e   in   th o   m a tt e r   o f   noses  a n d   c h e e k -b o n e s b e in g   n a t u r a lly   m a d e   in   th o   caso  o f  th e   le a d in g   la d ie s , th o u g h   a ll  a lik e   u n d e r w e n t  a ju d ic io u s   c o u rs e   o f   c o p io u s w a ln u t- ju ic e . 

J a c k   te le g ra p h e d   w i l d l y   to   a ll   p a r ts   o f  

th e   g lo b e   fo r   s tr a y   C h in a m e n   ;  a n d   w h e n   a t la s t  lie   p ic k e d u p   h a l f  a  dozen  fr o m   ve sse ls  in   th e   T h a m e s ,  i t   w a s   u n a n im o u s ly  d e c id e d  th a t  th e y  lo o k e d  f a r  loss g e n u in e ly  c e le s lia l th a n   th e   E u ro p e a n   m e m b e rs   o f   th o   c o m p a n y . 

A s   fo r   th e  

p la y ,   J a c k   s e ttle d   t h a t   v e r y   e a s ily . 

“   W o   s h a ll  g iv e  

th e m   G e o rg e   B a r n w e ll, ”   he   s a id ,  w i t h   w ic k e d   a u d a c it y ; 

“ o n ly   w e   s h a ll  le a v e   o u t  a ll   th e   c o n s o n a n ts   e x c e p t   n  a n d rj,   a n d   c a ll  i t   ‘  H a n g   C h o w ,  th e   A p p r e n t ic e   o f   F a   X i a n g . ’ 

I t ’l l   bo  e asy  e n o u g h   to   s tu d y   o u r   p a rts ,  as  a ll  w e ’ v e   g o t to   do  is   to   k n o w  o u r cues, a n d  t a l k   h o c u s -p o cu s  in   b e tw e e n as  lo n g   as  n e c e s s a ry.”   V e r y   w ic k e d   a n d   u n p r in c ip le d , n o   d o u b t,  b u t   v e r y   n a t u r a l  u n d e r  th o   c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

I n   a  fe w   w e e k s   J a c k   w a s   a b le   to   a n n o u n c e   t h a t   th o c e le b ra te d   C e le s tia l  T ro u p e   o f  th o   M ir r o r   o f  T r u t h ,   s p e c ia ll y   d e c o ra te d   b y   h is   M a je s ty   th e   E m p e r o r   o f   C h in a   a n d B r o t h e r   o f   th o   S u n   w i t h   th o   o r d e r   o f   th o   V e r m ilio n ro n c il- c a s o ,  w o u ld   a p p e a r  in   L o n d o n   d u r in g   th e   c o m in g season  in   a n   o r ig in a l  C h in e s e   m e lo d ra m a ,  fo r   a  lim it e d n u m b e r  o f  n ig h ts   o n ly . 

E n th u s ia s m   k n e w   n o   b o u n d s . 

T h e   a d v e n t  o f   th e   C h in e s e   a c to rs   w a s   th o   t a lk   o f  s o c ie ty , o f   th e   c lu b s ,  o f   p r iv a t e   lif e ,   a n d   o f   th o   b o ys  a t   th e
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s tre e t  c o rn e rs . 

T h u    J ta ih j  Irrita tn r  h a il  a  le a rn e d   a r tic le n e x t  m o r n in g   o n   th o   o r ig in ,   p ro g re s s ,  a n d   p re s e n t  c o n d it io n   o f  th e   C h in e s e   s ta g e ,  o b v io u s ly   p ro d u c e d   u p o n   th e sam e  p r in c ip le   as  th e   fa m o u s   essays  on   th e   m e ta p h y s ic s oT  th e   C e le s tia l  E m p ire   w h ic h   a tt r a c te d   so  m u c h   a tte n tio n   in   th o   c o lu m n s   o f   th e    E a ta im r iU   G azette.  

T h o    H e b d o m a d a l  V a tic in a to r   v e n t u r e d   to   p r e d i c t   f o r   it s   re a d e rs a n   in t e lle c t u a l  tre a t  s u c h   as  th e y   h a d   n o t  e n jo y e d   s in c o th e   a p p c a ra n c o   o f   M r .  J e ffe rs o n   in   “   K ip   v a n   W i n k l e ” —  

e v id e n t ly   th e   o n ly   p la y   a t  th e   p e rfo rm a n c e   o f   w h ic h   th o e d ito r   o f   t h a t   t h o u g h t f u l  a n d   p r o p h e tic  jo u r n a l  h a d   e v e r a ss is te d .  E m in e n t  O r ie n ta l  tr a v e lle r s   w r o te   to  th e   s o c ie ty w e e k lie s   t h a t   th e y   h a d   seen  th o   lo a d in g   a c tre s s , M e c -N c c - 

S h a n g ,  in   v a rio u s   w e ll- k n o w n   C h in e s e   d ra m a s   a t  l ’e k in , N a g a s a k i,  B a n g k o k ,  a n d   e v e n   C a n d a lia r. 

A l l   o f  th e m  

s p o k e   w i t h   r a p tu r e   o f   h e r  p e rs o n a l  b e a u ty ,  h e r  e x q u is ite s in g in g ,  a n d   h e r  c h a r m in g ly   n a tu r a l  h is t r io n ic   p o w e rs   ; a n d   th o u g h   th e re   w e re   som e  s lig h t   d is c re p a n c ie s   as  to th e   q u e s tio n   o f   h e r  h e ig h t ,   h e r  a g o ,  th e   c o lo u r  o f   h e r h a ir ,  a n d   th e   s o p ra n o   o r  c o n tr a lto   q u a l i t y   o f  h e r  v o ic e , y e t   th e s e   w e re   m in o r   m a tte r s   w h ic h   fa d e d   in t o   i n s i g n i f i cance  b e s id e   t h e ir   g e n e ra l  a g re e m e n t  as  to   th e   a d m ir a b le fa c u ltie s   o f th o   c o m in g   p rim a   donna. 

A p p lic a tio n s   fo r   s ta lls ,  b oxes,  a n d   seats  in   th o   dress c irc lo   p o u re d   in   b y  th e   th o u s a n d .  V e r y  soon J a c k  becam o c o n v in c e d   t h a t   th e   C ro w n   P rin c e ’s  w o u ld   n e v e r  h o ld   th e c ro w d s   w h ic h   th re a te n e d   to   b e sie g e   h is   d o o rs ,  a n d   ho m a de   a  h a s ty  a rra n g e m e n t  f o r  t a k in g  o v e r th e  H a y  m a rk e t. 

“   H a n g   C h o w ,  th e   A p p r e n tic e   o f  F a   K ia n g , ”   w a s   d u ly a n n o u n c e d ,  a n d   th o   p la y  w as  p u t  in   re h e a rs a l  w it h   v ig o u r a n d   e ffe c t. 

A t   th e   b e g in n in g  o f  th e  season, J a c k   ope ne d   th e   th e a tr e w i t h   a  tre m e n d o u s   success. 

S u c h   a  f ir s t   n ig h t   w as  n e v e r 

k n o w n   in   L o n d o n .  D u ch e sse s  in t r ig u e d   fo r   b oxes,  a n d p eers  c a lle d   p e rs o n a lly   u p o n   J a c k   to   b e g   th e   f a v o u r   o f   a c h a ir   b e h in d   th e   dress  c irc le ,  as  a ll  th e   s ta lls  w e re  secu red
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b e fo re h a n d   f o r   ii  m u iit li  a he ad . 

T h o   fre e   lis t   w a s   rculh/ 

s u s p e n d e d ,  a n d   th e   p i t   a n d   g a lle r y   w e re   a ll  tra n s fo rm e d in t o   re s e rv e d   p la c e s   a t  fiv e   s h illin g s   a  h e a d . 

J a c k   e ve n  

t h o u g h t   i t   d e s ira b le   to   e n s u re   p ro p e r v e n t ila t io n   b y  t u r n in g   o n   a  s tre a m   o f   p u re   o x y g e n   fro m   a  p a te n t  g e n e ra to r i n   th e   c e lla rs   b e lo w . 

I t   w a s   th o   g ra n d e s t  s e n s a tio n   o f 

m o d e rn   tim e s . 

S a ra h   B e r n h a r d t   w a s   n o w h e re ,  M r . 

R a y m o n d   to o k   a  th r o u g h   t ic k e t   f u r   C a lif o r n ia ,   a n d   th o D u tc h   p la y e r s   w e n t  a n d   h a n g e d   th e m s e lv e s   in   a n   a g o n y o f  d is g ra c e . 

T h o   c u r ta in   lif t e d   u p o n   a  b e a u tifu l  p ie c e   o f   w illo w -  

p la te   p a tte r n   s c e n e ry   in   b lu e   c h in a . 

A /.u rc   tre e s   flo a te d  

a i r i l y   a b o ve   a c e ru le a n   c o tta g e ,  w h ile   a  b lu e   p a g o d a   s to o d o u t  in   th e   b a c k g ro u n d   a g a in s t  th o   s k y ,  w i t h   a ll  th o c h a r m in g  d is re g a rd   o f  p e rs p e c tiv e   a n d   th e   la w  o f   g r a v it a tio n   w h ic h   so  s t r i k i n g l y   d is tin g u is h e s   C h in e s e   a r t .   T h e f r o n t   o f  th e   stage  w a s   o c c u p ie d   b y   a  b lu o   s ho p,  in   w h ic h a   y o u th ,  lik e w is e   dressed  in   th e   p r e v a ilin g   c o lo u r  w it h a d ash  o f w h it e ,   w a s s e r v in g   o u t  b lu e   tea   in   b lu o   p acka g e s to   b lu o   s u p e rn u m e ra rie s ,  th e   g o n u in c   C h in a m e n   o f   th o T h a m e s   vessels. 

A   b lu o   l im e - lig h t   p la y e d   g r a c e fu lly  

o v e r  th o   w h o le   scene,  a n d   d iffu s e d   a  g e n e ra l  sense  o f c e le s t ia lity   o v e r  th o   p ic t u r e   i n   it s   c o m p le te n e ss . 

A p -  

p la u s e   w a s   u n b o u n d e d . 

/E s th e tic   la d ie s   in   s a g e -g re e n  

h a ts   to re   th e m   fro m   t h e ir   heads,  le s t  th o   d is tr e s s fu l  c o n t r a s t   o f   lin e   s h o u ld   m a r  th e   p le a s u re   o f   t h e ir   re fin e d fe llo w - s p e c ta to r s ;  a n d   a w e ll- k n o w n   F r e -R a p h a e lito   p o e t, h o ld in g   th r e e   d a ffo d ils   in   h is   h a n d ,  fa in te d   o u t r ig h t ,   as h e   a fte r w a r d s   e xp re ss e d   i t ,   w i t h   a  s p a s m o d ic   excess  o f in t e n s it y ,   d u e   to   th e   r a p tu r o u s   b u t   too   s w if t   s a tis fa c tio n o f  a  s u b tle   life - h u n g e r . 

T h o   y o u t h   in   b lu e ,  b y   n a m e   H a n g   C h o w ,  a p p e a re d , fr o m   th e   e x p re s s iv e   a c t in g   o f  th e   c e le s tia l  tro u p e ,  to   lie th o   a p p re n tic e   o f  h is   a g e d   a n d   re s p e c ta b le   u n c le ,  W a n g S e h ,  p r o p r ie to r   o f  a  s u b u rb a n   g r o c e r y   in   a  g e n te e l  n e ig h b o u rh o o d   o f   P e k in . 

A t   f ir s t   im p r e s s iv e ly   a n d   o b v io u s ly
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g u id e d   b y   th o   h ig h e s t  m o ra l  fe e lin g s ,  as  m ig h t   be  o b s e rve d   fro m   th e   e le v a te d   n a tu r e   o f   h is   g e s tu re s ,  a n d   th o e x tre m e   a c c u ra c y   w i t h   w h ic h   he   w e ig h e d   h is   te a   o r c o u n te d   o u t  c h a n g e   to   h is   c u s to m e rs ,  h is   w h o le   c h a ra c te r u n d e r w e n t  a  v is ib le   d e te r io r a tio n   fro m   th o   m o m e n t  o f  h is b e c o m in g   a c q u a in te d   w i t h   M e o -X o e -S h a n g ,  th e   b e a u t if u l b u t   w ic k e d   h c ro in o   o f   th o   pie ce. 

N o t  o n ly   d id   h o   b e com e  less  c a r e fu l  as  to  th e   p la it in g   o f  h is   p ig t a il,   b u t h e   a ls o   p a id   less  a tt e n t io n   to   th e   c o r re c t  c o u n tin g   o u t o f   b is   c h a n g e ,  w h ic h   le d   to   fr e q u e n t  a n d   e x p re s s iv e   r e c r im in a tio n s  o n   th e   p a r t  o f  th e  fla t-fa c e d   s u p e rn u m e ra iie s . 

A t   le n g th ,  a c t in g   u p o n   th e   s u g g e s tio n s   o f   h is   e v il  a n g e l, w i t h   w h o m   h e   a p p e a re d   a b o u t  to   c o n tr a c t  a  c la n d e s tin e m a rria g e ,  G e o rg e   B a r n — I   m e a n ,  H a n g   C h o w — a c t u a lly ro b b e d   th e   t i l l   o f  s e v e n te e n   s tr in g s   o f  cash ,  re p re s e n te d b y   re a l  C h in e s e   c o in s   o f  th o   re a lm ,  s p e c ia lly   im p o r te d (  fro m   B ir m in g h a m )  a m o n g   th e   p ro p e rtie s   d e s ig n e d   fo r  th o illu s t r a t io n   o f  t h is   g r e a t  m o ra l  d ra m a . 

O f   c o u rs o   ho   w a s  

h u n te d   d o w n   th r o u g h   th e   in s t r u m e n t a lit y   o f   th o   C h in e s e p o lic e ,  a d m ir a b ly   d ressed   in   t h e ir   n a tio n a l  c o s tu m e ;  a n d a ft e r   a n   in t e r e s t in g   t r i a l   b e fo re   a  M a n d a r in   w i t h   f o u r b u tto n s   a n d   th o   E x a lte d   O r d e r  o f   th o   P e a c o c k ’ s  F e a th e r, ho   w a s   fo u n d   g u i l t y   o f   la r c e n y   to   th e   v a lu e   o f   t w e n t y s h illin g s ,   a n d   s e n te n ce d   to   d e a th   b y   th e   b a s tin a d o ,  th e s e n te n ce   b e in g   c a r rie d   o u t,  c o n tr a r y   to   a ll  W e s te rn   p re c e d e n t,  coram   p op u lo.  

M e o n ie ,  w h o s o   a d m ir a b le   a ctin g - 

h a d   d r a w n   d o w n   flo o d s   o f   te a is   fro m   th o   m o s t  c a llo u s s p e c ta to rs ,  in c lu d in g   e v e n   th o   d ir e c to r s   o f   a  f r a u d u le n t b a n k ,  f in a lly   re p o n te d   i n   th o   la s t  scene,  f lu n g   h e r s e lf u p o n   th o   b o d y   o f   h e r  lo v e r,  a n d   d ie d   w i t h   h im ,  fro m   th o e ll'e ct  o f   th o   b lo w s   a d m in is te re d   b y   one  o f  th o   s u p e rn u m e ra rie s   w i t h   a  g e n u in o   p ie c e   o f  O r ie n ta l  bam b oo . 

T h o   c u r ta in   h a d   ris e n   to   a p p la u s e ,  i t   f e ll  to   th u n d e rs . 

M e o n ie   a n d   h a l f   th e   c o m p a n y   c a m o   fo r w a r d   f o r   an o v a tio n ,  a n d   w e re   a lm o s t  s m o th e re d   u n d e r  tw o   c a rtlo a d s o f   b o u q u e ts ,  T h o   d ra m a tic   c r i t i c   o f   th e    D a ily   I r r it a (o r
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lo u d ly   d e c la re d   t h a t   lie   h a d   n e v e r  t i l l   t h a t   n ig h t   k n o w n w h a t  a c tin g   w as. 

T h e   p o e t  w i t h   th e   d a ffo d ils   asked 

to   be  p e r m itte d   to   p v e s e n t  th re e   g o ld e n   b lo sso m s  w i t h a n   u n w o r th y   h o ld e r   o f  th e   sam o  m a te r ia l  to   a  la d y   w h o had  a t  one  sw e e p   b lo tte d   o u t  fro m   h is   h e a rt  th o   m e m o ry o f  a ll  E u ro p e a n   m a id e n s . 

F iv e   s c u lp to rs   a n n o u n c e d  

t h e ir   in t e n t io n   o f   c o n t r ib u t in g   b u s ts   o f  th o   C e le s tia l V e n u s   to   th e   n e x t   A c a d e m y . 

A n d   s o c ie ty  g e n e r a lly   o b s e rv e d   t h a t   s u ch   a n   a r t is t ic   a n d   in t e lle c t u a l  t r e a t   cam e lik e   a  d e lig h t f u l  oasis  a m id   th e   m o n o to n o u s   d e s e rt  o f E n g lis h   p la y s   a n d   E n g lis h   a c tin g . 

T h a t   n ig h t ,   as  soon  as  th o   hou se   w as  c le a re d ,  J a c k c a u g h t  M e e n io   in   h is   a rm s ,  k is s e d   h e r  r a p t u r o u s ly   u p o n b o th   ch e c ks ,  a n d   v o w e d   t h a t   th e y   s h o id d   bo  m a r r ie d   t h a t d a y   f o r t n ig h t .   M e e n ie   o b s e rve d   t h a t   she  m ig h t   i f   she lik e d   a t  t h a t   m o m e n t  ta k e   h e r  p ic k   o f   th o   u n m a r r ie d p ce ra g o   o f  E n g la n d ,  b u t   t h a t   on   th e   w h o le   she  t h o u g h t she  p re fe rr e d   J a c k .  A n d   so  th e y   w e n t  a w a y   w e ll  p leased w it h  th e  success o f  t h e ir  f ir s t  n ig h t ’s a tte m p t a t  h e a rtle s s ly a n d   u n ju s t if ia b ly   g u l l i n g   th o   s u s c e p tib le   B r it is h   p u b lic . 

N e x t   d a y ,  b o th   J a c k   a n d   M e e n ie   lo o k e d   a n x io u s ly   in th o   p a p e rs   to   see  th e   v e r d ic t   o f   th o   a b le   a n d   im p a r t ia l c r it ic s   u p o n   t h e ir   C h in e s e   d ra m a . 

A l l   th e   f r a t e r n it y  

w e re   u n a n im o u s   to   a  m a n . 

“  T h e   p la y   it s e lf , ”   s a id   th e  

 I r r it a t u r ,   “ w a s   p e r f e c t   i n   it s   n a iv e   y e t   t o u c h in g   m o r a l s e n tim e n t,  a n d   in   it s   p ro fo u n d   k n o w le d g e   o f  th e   t h r o b b in g   h u m a n   h e a rt,  a lw a y s   th e   sam e  u n d e r  a ll  d is g u is e s , w h e th e r  i t   b e   th e   fro c k -c o a t  o f   C h ris te n d o m   o r  th e   g ra c e f u l  t u n ic   o f   th e   M in g   d y n a s ty ,  in   w h o se   tim e   th e   a c tio n is   sup p o se d   to   ta k e   p la c e . 

A s   fo r   th o   c h a r m in g   a c t in g   o f 

M e e -N e e -S h a n g ,  th o   ‘ P e a rl  o f  D a z z lin g   L i g h t ’-— so  an e m in e n t  iS in a is t  tra n s la te s   th e   la d y ’ s  n a m e   f o r   u s — w o h a v e   seen  n o t h in g   so  t r u t h f u l   f o r   m a n y   y e a rs   on   th o W e s te rn   s ta g e .  I t   w as  m o re   th a n   S id d o n s ,  i t   w as  g ra n d e r th a n   lia c h e l.  A n d   y e t   th e   g ra c e fu l  a n d   a m ia b le   a ctre s s  

‘ h o ld s   u p   th e   lo o k in g -g la s s   to   n a tu r e ,’  to   b o rr o w   th o
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w e ll- k n o w n   p h ra s o   o f  C o n fu c iu s ,  a n d   r e a lly   a c ts   so  t h a t h e r  a c tin g   is   b u t   a n o th e r  n am e   f o r   l i f e   it s e lf . 

W h e n   sho 

d ie d   in   th e   la s t  scene,  m e d ic a l  a u t h o r it ie s   p re s e n t  im a g in e d   f o r   th o   m o m e n t  t h a t   th e  b re a th   h a d   r e a lly  d e p a r te d fro m   h e r  b o d y ;   a n d   S ir   J o h n   M c P h y s ic   h im s e lf  w a s   seen v is ib ly   to   s ig h   w i t h   r e l i e f   w h e n   th e   l i t t l e   la d y   tr ip p e d b e fo re   th o   c u r ta in   fro m   th e   sides  as  g a ily   a n d   b r i g h t l y   as th o u g h   n o t h in g   h a d   o c c u rre d   to   b re a k   t h e   e v e n   t e n o r   o f h e r  h a p p y   th o u g h t. 

I t   w a s   a  p le a s u re   w h ic h   w o   s h a ll 

n o t  o fte n   e x p e rie n c e   u p o n   B r i t i s h   b o a rd s .” 

A s   f o r   th e    H ebdom adal  V a tic in a lo r,   it s   la n g u a g e   w a s so  e c s ta tic   as  to   d e fy   t r a n s c r ip tio n . 

“ I t   w a s   n o t  a 

p la y ,”   s a id   th e   c o n c lu d in g   w o rd s   o f  th e   n o tic e ,  “  i t   w a s n o t  e v e n   a  m a g n ific e n t  s e rm o n   :  i t   w as  a   g ra n d   a n d   i m p e ris h a b le   m o ra l  re v e la tio n ,  b u r n t   in t o   th e   v e r y   core   o f o u r   n a tu r o   b y   th e   s e a rc h in g   firo   o f   m a n ’s  e lo q u e n c e   a n d w o m a n ’s  in n o c e n t  b e a u ty . 

T o   h a v e   h e a rd   i t   w a s   b e tte r  

th a n   to   h a v e   re a d   a ll   th e   p h ilo s o p h e rs   fro m   A r is t o t lo   to H e r b e r t   S p e n ce r  :  i t  w a s   th e   u n d e r ly in g   o th ic a l  p r in c ip le o f   th e   u n iv e rs e   w o r k in g   i t s e l f   o u t  u n d e r  o u r   eyes  to   th o i n f a llib le   d e te c tio n   o f   a ll  sha m s  a n d   im p o s tu re s   w h a ts o e v e r,  w it h   u n e r r in g   t r u t h   a n d   v iv id n e s s .” 

J a c k   a n d   M e e n io   w in c e d   a t  t h a t   la s t  se n te n ce   a  l i t t l e ; b u t   t h e y   m a n a g e d   to   s w a llo w   i t ,   a n d   w e re   h a p p y   e n o u g h i n   s p ite   o f   th e   m o ra l  p r in c ip le   w h ic h ,  i t   seem ed,  w as w o r k in g   o u t  t h e ir   u lt im a t e   c o n fu s io n   u n p e r c c iv e d . 

F o r   te n   n ig h ts   “ H a n g   C h o w ,  th e   A p p r e n tic e   o f   F a Iv ia n g ,”   c o n tin u e d   to   r u n   w i t h   u n e x a m p le d   a n d  u n a b a te d success.  M e e -N c e -S h a n g   w a s   th e   t a l k   o f   th o   c lu b s   a n d th e    salons  o f   L o n d o n ,  a n d   h e r  p o r t r a it   a p p e a re d   in   a l l   th o s h o p   w in d o w s ,  as  w e ll  as  in   th e   n e x t  n u m b e r  o f   th o M a y f a i r   G a z e lle .  

P ro fe s s io n a l  b e a u tie s   o f   A r y a n   ty p o  

d is c o v e re d   th e m s e lv e s   s u d d e n ly   a t  a  d is c o u n t;  w h ile   a s n u b -n o s e d ,  a lm o n d -e y e d   l i t t l e   c o u n te ss,  h it h e r t o   d is r e g a rd e d   b y   devotees  o f   th e   r e ig n in g   b e lle s ,  w o k e   u p   one m o r n in g   a n d   fo u n d   h e rs e lf  fa m o u s . 

O n   th o   e le v e n th
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no:; 

n ig h t ,   J a c k ’s  p rid e   w a s   a t  it s   z e n ith . 

R o y a lt y   h a d   been 

g ra c io u s ly   p leased  to   s ig n if y   it s   in t e n t io n   o f   o c c u p y in g it s   s ta te   b o x ,  a n d   th e   w h o le   h o u se   w as  a b la ze ,  fro m   th o m o m e n t  o f   o p e n in g   th o   d o o rs ,  w i t h   a  p e rfe c t  flo o d   o f d ia m o n d s   a n d   ru b ie s . 

M e c n ie   p eeped  w it h   d e lig h t   fro m  

b e h in d   th o   c u r ta in ,  a n d   s a w   o ve n   th e   s ta lls   f ille d   to   o v e rf lo w in g   te n   m in u te s   b o fo ro   th o   o rc h e s tra   s tr u c k   u p   it s e x q u is ite   s y m p h o n y   f o r  b e lls   a n d  tr ia n g lo ,   e n t it le d ,   “  T h o E ch o e s  o f N a n k in . ” 

B u t   ju s t   a t   th o   la s t  m o m e n t,  as  th e   c u r ta in   w a s   on   th o p o in t  o f   r is in g ,   J a c k   ru s h e d   e x c ite d ly   to   h e r  d re s s in g - 

ro o m ,  a n d   p u s h in g   o p e n   th o   d o o r  w it h o u t   e ve n   a  k n o c k , e x c la im e d ,  in   a  to n o   o f   t r a g ic   d is tre s s ,  “  M e c n ie ,  w o   a re lo s t.” 

“ G o o dn ess  g r a c io u s !  J a c k !   w h a t  o n   e a rth   d o   y o u m e a n ? ” 

“   W h y ,   w h o   do  y o u   sup po so   is   in   th e   n e x t  b o x   to   th e l ’rin c o ? — th e   C h in e s e   A m b a s s a d o r  w it h   a ll  h is   s u ite ! 

W e   s h a ll  bo  exp ose d   a n d   r u in e d   b e fo re   th e   eyes  o f   .all L o n d o n ,  a n d   IT is   R o y a l  H ig h n e s s   as  w e ll. ” 

M e c n ie   b u r s t  a w a y   to   th e   s ta g e ,  w ith   one  h a lf   o f  h e r face  as  y e t  u n p o w d e re d ,  a n d   to o k   a n o th e r  p ee p   fro m b e h in d   th e   c u r ta in   a t  th e   a u d ito r iu m . 

T r u o   e n o u g h ,  i t  

w as j u s t   as  J a c k   h a d   sa id . 

T h e re ,  in   a  p r iv a te   b o x ,  w it h  

s m ilin g   face  a n d   n e a t  p ig t a il,   s a t  H is   E x c e lle n c y   th o M a r q u is   T s e n g   in   p e rs o n ,  s u rro u n d e d   b y   h a lf   a   dozen u n q u e s tio n a b le   M o n g o lia n s . 

H e r   f ir s t   im p u ls o   w a s   to  

s h r ie k   a lo u d ,  g o   in t o   v io le n t   h y s te ric s ,  a n d   c o n c lu d e   w i t h a  f a in t in g   f i t . 

B u t   on   second  th o u g h ts   sho  d e c id e d   to  

b ra z e n   i t   o u t. 

“ L e a v e   i t   to   m e,  J a c k ,”   sho  s a id ,  w i t h  

as  m u c h   a ss u ra n c e   as  sho  c o u ld   c o m m a n d . 

“   W e 'll  g o  

th r o u g h   th e   f ir s t   a c t  as  w e ll  as  w e   ca n ,  a n d   th e n   see  w h a t th o   A m b a s s a d o r  t h in k s   o f  i t . ” 

I t   w a s   a n x io u s   w o r k   f o r   M e c n ie ,  t h a t   e v e n in g 's p e rfo rm a n c e ;  b u t   she  p u lle d   th r o u g h   w it h   i t   s o m e h o w . 

S he  h a d   no  e ye s  fo r   th e   a u d ie n c e ,  n o r  e ve n   fo r  H is   R o y a l
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H ig h n e s s ;  sho  p la y e d   s im p ly   a n d   s o le ly   to   th e   A m b a s s a d o r’s  b o x . 

E v e r y b o d y   in   th e   th e a tr e   n o tic e d   th e  

to u c h in g   p a tr io tis m   w h ic h   m a d e   th o   p o p u la r  a ctre s s   p a y f a r   m o re   a tte n tio n   to   th o   m e re   d ip lo m a tic   re p r e s e n ta tiv e o f   h e r  o w n   b e lo v e d   s o v e re ig n   th a n   to   th o   h e ir - a p p a r e n t o f   th o   B r it is h   th ro n e . 

“   Y o u   k n o w ,  th e s e   C h in e s o ,"  s a id  

th o   M a rc h io n e s s   o f   M o n o p o ly ,  “ a re   so  t e n d e r ly   a n d s e n tim e n ta lly   a tta c h e d   to   th e   p a te r n a l  r u le   o f   t h e i r a m ia b le  E m p e ro rs . 

T h e y   s t i l l   r e t a in   t h a t   p le a s in g   fe u d a l 

d e v o tio n   w h ic h   lia s   u n f o r t u n a t e ly   d ie d   o u t  i n   E u ro p e th r o u g h   th e   fo o lis h   in flu e n c e   o f   m is g u id e d   a g r a r ia n   a g ita to r s .” 

A t   a n y   ra te ,  M e o n io   h a r d ly   to o k   h e r  eyes  o ff th o   A m b a s s a d o r’s  face. 

B u t   t h a t   im p a s s iv e   o r ie n ta l  s a t 

th r o u g h   th e   fiv o   a cts   w it h o u t   a  s ig n   o r  a  m o v e m e n t. 

O n c e   he  a te   an   ice    a  la   N a p o lita in e ,   a n d   once  ho   a dd re sse d a  fe w   re m a rk s   to   a n    a tta ch e ;   b u t   fro m   b e g in n in g   to   e n d he  w a tc h e d   th o   p e rfo rm a n c e   w i t h   a  u n if o r m ly   s m ilin g face,  u n m o v e d   to   te a rs   b y   th o   g r e a t  b a s lin a d o   scene,  a n d u t t e r l y   im p e r v io u s   even  to   th e   to u c h in g   in c id e n ts   o f   th e lo v e - m a k in g   in   th o   t h i r d   a c t. 

W h e n   th o   c u r ta in   f e l l   a t  la s t,  M c e n ie   w a s   fe v e re d , e x c ite d ,  t r e m b lin g   fro m   h e a d   to   fo o t,  b u t   n o t  h op ele ss. 

C a lls   o f   “  M e e -N e e -S h a n g  ”   re s o u n d e d   lo u d ly   fro m   th o w h o le   house,  a n d   o ve n   d u k e s   s to o d   u p   e n t h u s ia s tic a lly to   jo i n   i n   th o   c la m o u r. 

W h e n   she  w e n t   fo r w a r d   sho 

n o tic e d   a n   o m in o u s   fa c t. 

T h e   A m b a s s a d o r  w a s   s t i l l   in  

h is   p la c e ,  b e a m in g   as  b e fo re ,  b u t   th o   in t e r p r e te r   h a d q u it t e d   h is   sea t  a n d   w a s   m o v in g   in   th o   d ir e c tio n   o f  th o m a n a g e r’s  ro om . 

M e e n ie   c u rts e y e d   a n d   k o w - to w e d   in   a  s o rt  o f   haze  o r s w o o n ,  a n d   m a n a g e d   to   re e l  o ff  th o   s ta g e   s o m e h o w   w i t h h e r  b u rd e n   o f  b o u q u e ts . 

She  ru s h e d   e a g e rly   to   J a c k ’ s 

ro o m ,  a n d   as  she  re ach ed   th o   d o o r  she  s a w   t h a t   h e r  w o r s t fe a rs   w o re   re a liz e d .  A   c e le s tia l  i n   p ig - t a il  a n d   tu n ic   w a s s ta n d in g   a t  th e   d o o r,  e n g a g e d   in   lo w   c o n v e rs a tio n   w i t h th e   m a n a g e r. 
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M e c u io   e n te re d   w i t h   a  s w im m in g   b r a in   a n d   s a n k   in t o a  c h a ir.  T h o   in t e r p r e te r   s h u t  th e   d o o r  s o f t ly ,   p o u re d   o u t a   g la s s   o f   s h e rry   fro m   J a c k ’s  d e c a n te r  o n   th o   ta b le ,  a n d h e ld   i t   g e n tly   to   h e r  lip s .  “   W h is h t , ”   ho  s a id ,  b e n e a th h is   b re a th ,  in   th o   p u re s t  a n d   m o s t  id io m a tic   H ib e r n ia n , 

“   m a k e   y o u r s e lf   p e r f e c t ly   a is y ,  m o   d e a r,  b u t   d o n ’t   s p a k e to o   lo u d ,  i f  y o u   p la s o ,  f o r   fe a r  y e   s h o u ld   r u i n   11s  b o th t.” 

T h e re   w a s   s o m e th in g   v e r y   f a m ilia r   to   M e c n io   in   th o v o ic e ,  w h ic h   m a d e   h e r  s t a r t   s u d d e n ly .  S he   lo o k e d   u p   in a m a z e m e n t. 

“  W h a t ! ”   she  c rie d ,  re g a rd le s s   o f   h is   w a r n in g ,   “  i t   is n ’ t   y o u ,  P a t !  ” 

“ In d a d e   a n ’  i t   is ,  m o  d a r lin ’ ,”   T a t   a n s w c r e l  in   a  lo w t o n e ;  “ b u t   k a p o   i t   d a r k ,  i f   y e   d o n ’ t   w a n t   us  a l l   to   be fo u n d   o u t  t o g ith e r .” 

“  N o t  y o u r   lo n g - lo s t  b r o th e r  ? ”  s a id   J a c k , in   h e s ita tio n . 

“   Y o u ’ro   n o t   g o in g   to   p e rfo rm   B o x   a n d   C o x   in   p r iv a t e li f e   b e fo re   m y   v e r y   eyes,  a re   y o u  ? ” 

“   T h o   p rc c is o   t h in g ,   m o   b o y ,”   P a t  re p lie d ,  u n a b a sh e d . 

“  H e r   b r o th e r   t h a t   w a s   in   tr o u b le   f o r   th o   la s t  F a y n ia n b u s in e s s ,  a n d   r u n   a w a y   to   C a lc u tta . 

T h e r e   I   g o t  a 

passago  to   C h in a ,  a n d   to o k   u p   a t  f ir s t   w i t h   th o   J e s u it m is s io n a rie s . 

B u t   m a r r y in g   a  n a to   l i t t l e   C’h in e so   g ir l ,   I t h o u g h t   I   m ig h t   as  w o ll  t u r n   M a n d a r in ,  so  I   passed  t h e ir e x a m in a tio n s ,  a n d   w a s  a p p o in te d   in t e r p r e te r   to   th e e m b a ss y . 

A n ’  n o w   P m   in   L o n d o n   I ’ m   in   d e a d ly   fe a r 

t h a t   M ik e   F la h e r t y ,   w h o ’s  one  o f   th o   c h ie f   d o to c tiv c s   a t S c o tla n d   Y a r d ,  w i l l   fin d   me  o u t  a n d   re c o g n iz e   m e,  th o sam e  as  th o y   re c o g n iz e d   th a t  p o u r  c r ic k e te r   fe llo w   at. 

L e ic e s te r.” 

A   fe w   m in u te s   su ffice d   to   c le a r  u p   th o   b usine ss. 

P a t’s 

fe a tu re s   le n t   th e m s e lv e s   as  r e a d ily   as  M e e u io ’ s t o   th o C h in e s o   d is g u is e ;  a n d   h e   h ad  c le v e r ly   in t im a t e d   to   th o A m b a s s a d o r  th a t  a n   a d d itio n a l  in t e r p r e te r  in   th e   n a tio n a l c o s tu m e   w o u ld   p ro v e   m o re   o rn a m e n ta l  a n d   e ffe c tiv e   th a n a  re c o g n iz e d   E u ro p e a n   lik o   D r .  M a c a rtn e y .  A c c o r d in g ly , h e   h a d   a ssu m ed   th e   s ty le   a n d   t i t l e  o f th e  M a n d a r in  H w e n
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T lis u n g , u iu l  h a il s u c c e s s fu lly  passed  h im s e lf  olV in   L o n d o n as  u  g e n u in e   C h in a m a n . 

M o re o v e r,  b e in g   g if t e d   w i t h  

M e e n ic ’s  th e a t r ic a l  a b i l i t y ,   ho   h a d   lo a rn e d   to   s p e a k   a c e rta in   b ro k e n   E n g lis h   w it h o u t  th o   s lig h te s t   I r is h   a c c e n t; a n d   i t   w a s   o n ly   in   m o m e n ts   o f   e m o tio n ,  l i k e   th o   p re s e n t, t h a t   ho  b u r s t  o u t   in t o   h is   n a t iv o   d ia le c t. 

l i e   h a d   re c o g n iz e d   M e o n io   on   th o   s ta g e ,  p a r t l y   b y   h e r   v o ic e   a n d m a n n e r,  b u t  s t i l l   m o re   b y  som e  fra g m e n ts   o f  I r i s h   n u rs e ry rh y m e s ,  w h ic h   th e y   h a d   b o th   le a rn e d   as  c h ild r e n ,  a n d w h ic h   M e o n io   h a d   b o ld ly   in te r p o la te d   in t o   th o   t e x t   o f th o    F a n ta ia k a   <le  Canton.  

So  ho   h a d   d e v o te d   a l l   h is  

e n e rg ie s   to   k e e p in g   u p   t h o   h o a x   a n d   d e lu d in g   th o A m b a s s a d o r. 

“  A n d   h o w   d id   y o u   m a n a g e   to   do   i t  ? ”   a sk e d   J a c k . 

“ S u re   I   to u ld   h im , ”   l ’a t   a n s w e re d   q u ie t ly ,   “ t h a t th o u g h   y e   w e re   a ll  C h in a m e n , y e   w e r o   a c t in g   th o   p la y   in E n g lis h   to   s u it   y o u r   a u d ie n c e . 

A u d   th o   o u ld   lia y t h c u  

w a s   p e r f e c t ly   c o n t in t   to   b o la v e   i t . ” 

“  H u t   su p p o so   ho   s a y s  a n y t h in g   a b o u t  i t   to   a n y b o d y  ?  ” 

“ D i v i l   a  w o r d   ca n   h o  s p a k e   to  a n y b o d y , e x c e p t  t h r o u g h m e. 

M a k e   y o u rs e lv e s   a is y   a b o u t  i t ;   th o   A m b a s s a d o r t h in k s   i t ’s  a l l   as  r i g h t   as  tin p e n c e . 

T h o   t h i n g ’s  a  m a g n if ic e n t   success. 

Y e ’ l l   jo s t  c o in   m o n e y ,  a n d   n o b o d y ’l l  

o v e r  f in d   y e   o u t. 

S u re   th e re ’s  n o b o d y   in   L o n d o n   u n d e r s ta n d s   C h in e s e   e x c e p t  u s   a t  th o   e m b a ssy,  a n d   I ’l l   m a k o   i t a ll   s th r a ig h t   f o r   ye   th e re .” 

M e e n ic   ru s h e d   in t o   h is   a rm s ,  a n d   th e n   in t o   J a c k ’s. 

“   P a t,”   she  s a id ,  w i t h   e m o tio n ,  “  a llo w   m e   to   p re s e n t  y o u u t y  f u t u r e   h u s b a n d .” 

“   I t ’s  p ro u d   I   a m   to   m a k o   h is   a c q u a in ta n c e ,”   P a t a n s w e re d   p r o m p t ly ;   “ a n d   i f   ho   c o u ld   le n d   m o  a  t in -  

p o u n d   n o te   fo r   a  d a y   o r  tw o ,  i t   ’ u d   b e   a  c o n v a n ie n c e .” 

T h re e   d a y s   la te r,  M e e n ie   becam e   M rs .  J a c k   R o b e r ts ; a n d   i t   w a s   p r iv a t e ly   w h is p e re d   i n   w e ll- in fo r m e d   c irc le s t h a t   th e   m a n a g e r  o f   th o   C h in e s e   p la y   h a d   m a r r ie d   th o p o p u la r   a ctre ss  M e e -N e c -S h a n g . 

A t   le a s t,  i t   w a s   k n o w n
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t h a t   a  m e m b e r  o f   th o   e m b a s s y   h u d   b e e n   p re s e n t  u t  u p r iv a t e   m e e tin g   in   a  R o m a n   C a th o lic  C h a p e l  in   F in s b u r y , w h o re   a  p r ie s t  w a s   seen  to   o n to r,  a n d   J a c k   a n d   M o e n io   to e m e rg e   s h o r t ly   a fte rw a r d s . 

O f   cou rse   th o   h o a x   oozed  o u t  in   tim e ,  a n d   a ll   L o n d o n w a s   in   a  s ta to   o f   ra g e   a n d   d e s p a ir, 

l b i t   J a c k   c o o lly  

s n a p p e d   h is   fin g e rs   a t  th o   m e tr o p o lis ,  f o r   ho   h a d   ina d o   a s m a ll  fo r tu n e   o v e r  h is   season’ s  e n te r ta in m e n t,  a n d   h a d a cc e p te d   a n   o ffe r  t o   u n d e r ta k e   th o   m a n a g e m e n t  o f   a th e a tr e   a t  C h ic a g o ,  w h e re   ho  is  n o w   d o in g   r e m a r k a b ly w e ll.   O f   cou rse,  to o ,  h is   h o a x   w a s   a  m o s t  w ic k e d   a n d u n p r in c ip le d   a d v e n tu r e ,  w h ic h   i t   has  g iv e n   th o   p re s e n t w r i t e r   dee p   m o ra l  p a in   to   bo  c o m p e lle d   to   c h r o n ic le , l i n t   th e n ,  i f   p e o p le    w ill  m a k e   s u c h   fo o ls   o f   th e m s e lv e s , w h a t  is  a  w e ll- m e a n in g   b u t   w e a k -m in d e d   th e a tr ic a l p u r v e y o r   to   d o  ? 
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I I ku  n a m e   w a s   M e lis s a   F i t c l i ,   a n d   1  a lw a y s   c a ll  lie r   th e S ire n   o f  N ia g a ra .  I   to o k   th a t  p h ra s e   fr o m   a s tr a y   re m a rk o f  E p a m in o n d a s   A .  C o e y m a n ’ s.  N o t a v e r y  p o e tic a l  n am e f o r   a   s ire n ,  y o u   w i l l   s a y ;  h u t   th e   in t e r e s t   o f  h is t o r ic a l t r u t h   m u s t  p r e v a il  w it h   th e   f a i t h f u l   a n n a lis t  a b o ve   e v e ry o th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n . 

M y   o w n   n a m e   is   D o u g la s   l ’ re s to n .  I   am   a  la n d s c a p e p a in te r   b y   t r a d e ;   a n d   in   th e   s u m m e r  o f  1878,  b e in g   th e n in   m y   t w e n t y - f ir s t   y e a r,  1  to o k   a  th r e e -m o n th s ’  c ir c u la r t ic k e t   f o r   an   A m e r ic a n   to u r .  A f t e r   k n o c k in g   a b o u t  a l i t t l e   a m o n g   th e   W h it e   M o u n ta in s   a n d   a lo n g   th o   S t. 

L a w re n c e   b a n k ,  I   s e ttle d   d o w n   q u ie t ly   a t   la s t  f o r   s te a d y w o r k   a t   N ia g a r a . 

T h e re   I   b e g a n   m y   im m o r t a l  v ie w   o f  

th o   H o rs e -s h o e   F a ll,  w h ic h   y o u   m u s t  h a v e   n o tic e d   i n   t h is y e a r’ s  A c a d e m y ,  b e a u t if u lly   s tu c k   a g a in s t  th e   c e ilin g s k y - lin e   i n   th e   d a r k   r ig h t - h a n d   c o r n e r  o f  th o   f i f t h   ro o m . 

W h e n   I   f i r s t   g o t  to   th e   F a lls   I   p u t  u p   a t  t h a t   v a s t p a la c e -c a ra v a n s e ra i,  th o   C a ta r a c t  H o u s e . 

B u t   I   soon 

fo u n d   f o u r   d o lla rs   a   d a y   a n d   a  r e g a l  fa r o   a  l i t t l e   too e x p e n s iv e   f o r   m y   h u n   b le   p u r s e ;  a n d   o ld   J u d g e   D e c a tu r, o f  th e   N e w   Y o r k   S ta te   S u p re m o   C o u r t,  to   w h o m   I   h a d   a le t t e r   o f   in t r o d u c t io n ,   p ro m is e d   to   fin d   m o  b o a rd   a n d lo d g in g   w i t h   som e  re s p e c ta b le   f a m ily   in   th e   n e ig h b o u r h o o d . 

T h e   J u d g e   h im s e lf   liv e d   i n   a  la rg e   w h it e   w o o d e n fra m e -h o u s e , b e s e t w i t h   p a in te d   D o r ic  c o lu m n s   a n d  c a p p e d
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w i t h   a  b r ig h t   t i n   c u p o la — a  s o r t  o f   c o m p ro m is e   b e tw e e n a  G re c ia n   te m p le ,  an   I t a l i a n   c a th e d ra l, a n d   a  s q u a re   p in e -

w o o d   c o t t a g e ;  a n d ,  w i t h   t r u e   A m e ric a n   h o s p it a lit y ,   h o w o u ld   h a v e   ta k e n   m e  in   as  h is   g u e s t  h im s e lf,  i f   T  w o u ld h a v e   c o n s e n te d   to   s u c h   an  a rra n g e m e n t. 

F a ilin g   t h a t ,  he 

h a n d e d   m e   o v e r to  th e   m a te rn a l  ca re   o f   M rs .  F it c h ,   w id o w o f  a  la te   decoased  lo c a l  s u rg e o n   a n d   m o th e r  o f   llio   s ire n in   q u e s tio n . 

“ S h e ’s  a  m o s t  re fin e d   w o m a n ,  a n d   kee ps  a  p ia n o ,”   s a id th o   Jud ge ,  m e d it a t iv e ly .   “  lle s id e s ,  she  has  tw o   re a l  n ic o g ir ls ,   s p e c ia lly   o no  o f   th e m . 

M o s t  e le g a n t  m a n n e rs ,  I 

a ssu re   y o u . 

I   ta k e   a  d e a l  o f   in te r e s t  in   t h a t   g i r l ,   s ir. 

Y o u ’l l   f in d   h e r   E u ra s ia n   q u it e . ” 

So  I   a rra n g e d   to   g o   to   M rs .  F it c h ’s,  b o a rd   a n d   lo d g in g fo u n d ,  f o r   som e  te n   p o u n d s   a  m o n th ,  a n d   th e r e   to   p a in t a w a y   to   m y   h e a r t’s  c o n te n t. 

I   w as  to   be  tre a te d   s t r i c t l y  

as  one  o f   th e   f a m ily ,  a n d   I   to o k   th e   e x p re s s io n   in   it s   m o s t l i t e r a l   sense. 

T h e   y o u n g   la d ie s   o f   e le g a n t  m a n n e rs   w e ro   tw o   t w in s o f  n in e te e n ,  b y   n a m o   L a v in ia   a n d   M e lis s a . 

L a v in ia   w as 

a  s e v e re -lo o k in g   a n d   h ig h l y   in te lle c tu a l  p e rs o n a g e ,  in g re e n   s p e c ta c le s ,  w h o   h a d   g ra d u a te d   S e n io r  C la s s ic   a nd M o ra l  P h ilo s o p h y   P riz e -w o m a n   a t  th o   P o u g h k e e p s io F e m a le   U n iv e r s it y   a n d   W o m a n ’s  S u ffra g e   A s s o c ia tio n . 

M e lis s a   w a s   s lig h te r   a n d   v e r y   p r e t t y ,   b u t,  as  h e r  s is te r s a id ,  p o o r  g ir l ,   she  h a d   m e re ly   a n   e v e ry d a y   k in d   o f in t e lle c t . 

“  S ho  c o u ld   n e v e r  m a n a g e   h e r  H e r o d o tu s ,” 

L a v in ia   used  to   re m a r k   w i t h   p i t y ;   “ a n d   as  f o r   th e d iff e r e n t ia l  c a lc u lu s ,  she  has  n o   m o re   n o tio n   o f   i t   th a n   I h a v e   o f   m a k in g   b u c k w h e a t  p a n c a k e s . 

S ho  c a n   n e v e r 

ris e ,  M r .   P re s to n ,  to   th e   a b s tra c t  a p p re c ia tio n   o f   th o I n f in it e ,   th e   A b s o lu te ,  o r  th o   U n k n o w a b le .” 

I   confess  I   w a s   r a t h e r   v a g u e   m y s e lf  as  to   th e   p re cise   q u a litie s   o f   th o   U n k n o w a b le ;  b u t   I   t h o u g h t   i t L e s t to   co n c e a l  m y   ig n o ra n c e   a n d   c o n d o le   s y m p a th e tic a lly w i t h   L a v in ia   o n   h e r  s is te r's   u n e x p a n s iv e   so u lle s s n e ss . 
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I  L a d   c o m fo ita b le   q u a rte r s   e n o u g h   a t  M is .  F i t c h ’s. 

A   p le a s a n t  w h it e   l i t t l e   c o tta g e ,  w i t h   b r ig h t   g re e n   V enetia n s ,  a n d   a  v e ra n d a h   o v e rg ro w n   w i t h   V i r g i n i a   c re e p e r, a n d   lo o k in g   o u t  o n   th e   w h it e   fo a m   o f   th e   A m e ric a n   F a ll, is   n o t  a  h a d   s o r t  o f  p la c e   f o r   a  y o u n g   a r t i s t   to   s p e n d a   s tr a y   s u m m e r  in .   E v e r y   m o r n in g   a ft e r   b re a k fa s t  I w a lk e d   across  th e   b r id g e   w h ic h   spans  th e   lla p id s   to G o a t  Is la n d ,  a n d   th e re ,  a t  th e   c o rn e r  n e a r  th e   ro c k   once c ro w n e d   b y   th e   T e r r a p in   T o w e r,  I   p la n te d   th e   easel  fo r m y    m agnum   ngms.  

B e fo re   m o  s tre tc h e d   th e   v a s t  ceaseless 

e m e ra ld -g re e n   t u m b lin g   s h e e t  o f   th e   Ilo rs e -s h o o   F a ll, s p a n n e d   b y   a  p e rp e tu a l  ra in b o w ,  a n d   g lis t e n in g   d a y   a ft e r d a y   in   th e  u n b ro k e n   ra d ia n c e   o f  an  A m e ric a n   sun.  A b o v e m o   th e   p in e s   a n d   m a p le s   s p re a d   t h e i r   c a n o p y   o f   g re e n a n d   lo t   th r o u g h   th e   m e llo w   A u g u s t  l i g h t   to   fle c k   m y c a n v a s — s o m e tim e s  a l i t t l e  too  p r o v o k in g ly  fr o m  a p a in te r ’ s p r a c tic a l  p o in t  o f  v ie w . 

I t   n e v e r  ra in e d   ( h o w   W a tts  

a n d   M c P a le t,  m y   o ld   fe llo w - s tu d e n ts ,  m u s t  h a v e   e n v ie d m e   a t  B e ttw s -y -C o e d   1 );  a n d   L a v iu ia   o r  M o lis s a ,  s in g ly o r   to g e th e r,  g e n e r a lly   v o lu n te e r e d   to   b r in g   m o  o u t  m y lu n c h e o n ,  so  as  to   save   m o  th e   tr o u b le   o f   le a v in g   m y w o r k   a t  a  c r it ic a l  m o m e n t —   a  d is t r a c tio n   w h ic h   no g e n u in e   a r t is t   can  e n d u re . 

T h e   g ir ls   o fte n   b r o u g h t 

t h e i r   o w n   lu n c h   as  w e ll,   a n d   w e   p ic n ic k e d   to g e th e r  on th e   ro c k s   b y   th e   w a te r's   e dg e,  m ix in g   o u r   c la r e t-c u p w i t h   a j u g f u l   o f   p u re   c r y s ta l  c a u g h t  u p o n   th e   v e r y  b r i n k o f   th e   g re a t  F a ll. 

I n   E n g la n d   o u r   a n tiq u a te d   p e t t y  

p r o p r ie tie s   w o u ld   h a v e   in te r fe r e d   to   im p o s e   u p o n   u s  t h a t m o s t  a w f u l  o f  h u m a n   in f lic t io n s ,   a  c h a p e ro n   ;  b u t   in   th e h a p p ie r   in n o c e n c e   o f   th e   S ta te   o f   N e w   Y o r k ,   I   am   g la d to   s a y ,  th e y   do  n o t   t r e a t   e v e ry  m a rria g e b lo   y o u n g   w o m a n o n   th e   sam e  p r in c ip le   as  i f   she  w e re   a  c o n v ic te d   fe lo n u n d e r   th e   s tr ic te s t  p o lic e   s u r v e illa n c e . 

W a lk in g   across,  one  m o r n in g ,  n e a r  th e   e n d   o f   th e b r id g e ,  w i t h   M e lis s a   to   h e lp   m o   in   c a r r y in g   ra y    im p ed im e n ta — s h e   w a s   a  g o o d - n a tu r e d ,  h u m o ro u s   l i t t l e   t h i n g , 
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w a s   M e lis s a ,  w i t h   d a n c in g   b la c k   eyes  as  f u l l  o f  fu n   as  a C h ip m o n k  s q u ir r e l’s— w o   m e t  a  t a l l ,  la n k y ,  a n d   d is t in c t ly re d - h a ire d   y o u n g   g e n tle m a n ,  w h o m   M e lis s a   in tr o d u c e d to   m o  w i t h   m u c h   m o c k   c o n se q u e n ce   as  M r .   E p a m in o n d a s A .  C o c y m a n ,  o f  B ig   S q u a sh   H o llo w . 

“ W e ll,   P a m ,”   sho  s a id ,  a ft e r   lie   h a d   a c k n o w le d g e d th e   in t r o d u c t io n   w i t h   th e   u s u a l  h ig h flo w n   c ir c u m lo c u tio n o f   A m e ric a n   c o u rte s y ,  “   h o w ’s  th e   fa r m  ? ” 

“  T h a n k   y o u ,  L is s ,  th o   fa r m ’ s  s a lu b rio u s ,  1  re c k o n . 

F a ll  w h e a t  s h o w s   u p   w e ll  fo r   th o   t im e   o f   y e a r,  a n d t u r n ip s   a ro   a m a z in g   fo r w a r d ,  c o n s id e rin g   th e   w e a th e r. 

I   suppose  M r .  P re s to n ’s  th e   n e w   lo d g e r? 

A n   a r t is t ,   s ir , 

I   u n d e rs ta n d  ? ” 

I   s ig n ifie d   assent. 

“  G o in g   to   ta k e   th e   F a lls   i n   a  p ic t u r e ,   s ir ?  ” 

“ Y e s ,”   I   a n s w e re d ,  “ I ’ m   w o r k in g   a t  th o   Ilo r s c - s h o o F a ll,   seen  fro m   G o a t  I s la n d . ” , 

“   A n d   m ig h t   i t   be  a  c o m m is s io n   fro m   Q u e en   V ic to r ia , n o w ? ”   s a id   M r .  C o e y m a n ,  in t e r r o g a t iv e ly . 

I   la u g h e d   o u t r ig h t . 

“  W e ll,   n o t  e x a c tly   t h a t , ”   I   s a id   ; 

“  b u t   I   e x p e c t  to   h a n g   i t   a t  th o   R o y a l  A c a d e m y .” 

“ J u s t   so,”   s a id   th o   t a l l   y o u n g   m a n ,  w i t h   a n   a ir   o f s u p e r io r  w is d o m . 

“   I   t h o u g h t   a n y h o w ,  as  y o u   h a ile d  

fr o m   a cross  th o   w a te r ,  t h a t   y o u ’ d   be  u n d e r  m o n a rc h ic a l p a tro n a g e   one  w a y   o r  a n o th e r .” 

W e   crossed  th o   b r id g e   to g e th e r,  a n d   M r .  C o e y m a n w a ite d   a w h ile   to   sec  m e   t h r o w   i n   a  b i t   o f   s p r a y   in   th o c o rn e r,  l i e   d e ig n e d   to   a p p ro v e   o f   m y   p e rfo rm a n c e   w i t h lo r d l y   c o n d e s ce n s io n ,  a n d   th e n   to o k   h is   le a v e . 

M e lis s a  

s to p p e d   o u t  w i t h   m e   d u r in g   th o   w h o le   m o r n in g . 

S he 

w a s   a  h a n d y   l i t t l e   t h in g ,   w i t h   a  d e c id e d   ta s te   f o r   a r t ( a b o u t  w h ic h ,  h o w e v e r,  she  w a s   f r a n k l y   ig n o r a n t ) ,   a n d she  had.  a  c a p ita l  e ye   f o r   lo c a l  c o lo u r,  w h ic h   I   u t iliz e d b y   in s t a llin g   h e r  as  m y   m ix e r . 

I t   w a s   a m u s in g   to   see 

th o   in te re s t  she  to o k   in   m y   w o r k ,   a n d   to   h e a r  h e r   n a iv e c o m m e n ts   o n   m y   h a n d ic ra ft. 

“  T h a t ’ s  re a l  fin e ,  t h a t
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b ra n c h ,”   she  w o u ld   soy,  p o s in g   h e r s e lf  a  y a r d   o il’  w it h th e   k n o w in g   a ir   o f   a  P ic c a d illy   c r i t i c ;   “ a n d   i t   d ip s in t o   th e   w a te r   j u s t   lik e   n a tu r e . 

B u t   i t   w a n ts   a  l i t t l e  

m o re   g lo s s   on   th e   u p p e r   Knits— r i g h t   t h e r e ;   s e o :  d o n ’ t y o u   n o tic e   y o u   h a v e n ’ t   c a u g h t  th e   s u n s h in e   e x a c tly , s o m e h o w ? ” 

H e r   c r it ic is m s   w o re   g e n e r a lly   c o rre c t,  a n d  

I   b e g a n   to   p e rc e iv e   t h a t ,   th o u g h   she  d id n ’ t   k n o w   th e d iffe re n c e   b e tw e e n   p e rs p e c tiv e   a n d    ch iaroscuro,   s h e   h a d th e   m a k in g   o f  a  b o rn   a r t is t   in   h e r  n o n e   th e   less. 

A t   o n e   o’c lo c k   L a v in ia   c am e   o u t  w i t h   lu n c h . 

“  I   h o p e  

M e lis s a   h a s n ’ t   been  h in d e r in g   y o u   in   y o u r   w o r k ,  M r . 

P re s to n ,”   she  s a id . 

“  I ’m   a fr a id   sho  h as  n o t   a  d u o   senso 

o f   th o   s a n c tity   o f  y o u r   n o b le   p ro fe s s io n .” 

“   W e ll,   I   d o n ’ t   k n o w   a b o u t  t h a t,  V in n y , ”   s a id   M e lis s a , s h a r p ly . 

“   I   fa n c y   I   lik e   p ic tu r e s   as  w e ll  as  a n y b o d y .” 

“ Y o u r   s is te r  h a s  b e e n   e x tr e m e ly   u s e fu l  to   m e ,”   I   p u t in . 

“ S he  h a s  h e lp e d   m o   im m e n s e ly ,  b o th   w i t h   h e r m ix in g   a n d   h e r  c r it ic is m . ” 

L a v in ia   t h r e w  h e r s e lf d o w n   o n   a  r o c k   b eside   us.  “   I t ’s a  g re a t  p r iv ile g e   to   bo  p e r m itte d   to   m e e t  w i t h   p erso ns o f   a r t is t ic   c u lt iv a t io n ,   a n d   I   a lw a y s   lik e   to   im p r o v e   such o p p o r tu n itie s   as  m a y   f a ll  in   m y   w a y ,”   she  s a id . 

“  N o w , 

w h a t   d o   y o u   t h i n k ,   M r .   P re s to n ,  o f   M ic h a e l  A n g e lo ? ” 

“   I   t h i n k , ”   I   a n s w e re d ,  “  t h a t   he  w a s   m o s t  p r o b a b ly o f   I t a l i a n   e x tr a c tio n . 

M e lis s a ,  h o w   a b o u t  t h is   s p ra y  

h e re ?   H a v e   I   g o t  th e   g re e n   d ee p   e n o u g h ? ” 

“ O h ,  p e r fe c t!  ”   L a v in ia   p u t  in   h a s t ily ,   w i t h   a  lo o k   o f e c s ta tic   a d m ir a tio n . 

“  W e ll, ”   s a id   M e lis s a ,  “   I   d o n ’ t   k n o w ;   I   t h i n k   I   s h o u ld to u c h   i t   u p   w i t h   ju s t   a  t r i f l e   m o re   o f   t h a t   p in k y - g r e e n s t u f f   w i t h   th e   h a rd   n a m e .” 

A n d   sho  p o in te d   to   a  s p o t 

o r  t w o   w h ic h   w o u ld   c e r ta in ly   h a v e   been  im p ro v e d   b y   a d a sh   o f  r ic h e r   c o lo u r in g . 

“ R ig h t ,   as  u s u a l,”   I   a n s w e re d   h e r ;   a n d   I   p u t  in   a p o in t   o r   so  a t  th e   p la c e s   she  h a d   in d ic a te d . 

“   B u t   le t   us  r e t u r n   to   M ic h a e l  A n g e lo ,  M r .   P re s to n ,” 
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s a id   L a v in ia ,   d a r lin g   a  ra p tu ro u s   g la n c e   a t  m o  th r o u g h h e r   g re e n   spe cta cle s. 

“  S u r e ly   y o u   m u s t  im m e n s e ly  

ad m il e  h is   g ig a n tic   in t e lle c t ?   ” 

“ G i g a n t i c ! ”   1  a n s w e re d . 

“ O h   yes,  v e r y   m u c h   so, 

in d e e d . 

P e r fe c tly   A m e ric a n   in   it s   v a s tn e s s,  T  assure  y o u . 

l l a v o   y o u   e v e r  seen  a n y   o f  h is   w o r k s  ? ” 

“ N o n e ,”   L a v in ia   r e p lie d ,  w i t h   g e n tle   r e s ig n a tio n . 

“  W h a t   c a n   w e   e x p e c t  to   see,  s e c lu d o d   as  w o   a ro   fro m th e   h ig h - p u ls in g   h e a rt  o f   E u r o p ia n   c a p ita ls   in   th e   r u r a l s o litu d e   o f  J e ffe rs o n   C o u n ty  ? ” 

“ W e ll, ”   s a id   1,  “ I   h a v e   seen  h is   p ic tu re s ,  w a lk e d ro u n d   h is   s ta tu e s ,  c lim b e d   to   th e   to p   o f   S t.  P e te r's ,  a n d re a d   as  m a n y   o f   h is   s o n n e ts   as  1  c o u ld   s w a llo w   w i t h o u t  c h o k in g ;   a n d ,  i f   y o u   ask  m e  f o r   a  c a n d id   o p in io n , I   s h o u ld   s a y   th a t   n o   m a n   c o u ld   e v e r  h a v e   s p e n t  so  la r g e a  f o r tu n e   o n   ra w   m a rb le ,  o il-c o lo u rs ,  b la n k   c a n v a s ,  a n d w h it e   fo o ls c a p .” 

“ N o w ,”   s a id   M e lis s a ,  “   I   t h in k   w e ’d   b e tte r   le a v e   the se M ic h a e l  A n g e lo s ,  a n d   C o rre g g io s ,  a n d   o th e r  o u tla n d is h p e o p le ,  a n d   ta k o   o u r   lu n c h   a t  once,  b e fo re   th e   ic e   m e lts in   th e   c la r e t-c u p   ;  f o r   I ’ ve  g o t   to   go   h o m e   a n d   m a k e th e   a p p le -flo a t  f o r   d in n e r ;   w h ile   Y i n n y   can  s to p   w i t h y o u   i f  she  lik e s   a n d   g e t  s e ra p h ic   o v e r  h ig h   a r t . ” 

Y in n y   d id   s to p   a ll  th e   a fte rn o o n ,  a n d   b o re d   m o  e x c e e d in g ly   b y   in v a r ia b ly   a s k in g   m o   w h e th e r   I   d id   n o t c o n s id e r  C im a b u e   as  th e   fa th e r   o f   m o d e rn   p a in tin g ,   o r w h a t  I   t h o u g h t o f  G io t t o ’s d ra p e ry , a t th o   p re c is e   m o m e n t w h e n   I   w is h e d   to   c a tc h   th e   p a s s in g   e ffe c t  o f   a   s u n b e a m o n   som e  le a f iu   th o   fo r e g ro u n d   o r  sorao  r o c k   in   th e   m id s t o f th e   w h i r l i n g   e d d y . 

C o n s id e r in g   t h a t  h e r   w h o le  k n o w le d g e   o f   C im a b u e   a n d   o f   G io tto   w a s   s o le ly   d e riv e d   fro m th o   p e ru s a l  o f   th o   “  T r e a s u r y   o f  K n o w le d g e ,”   y o u   w i l l p r o b a b ly   a d m it  w i t h   m e  t h a t   h e r  c o n d u c t  w a s   s l i g h t l y p r o v o k in g . 

D a y   a fte r   d a y   o n e   o r  o th e r   o f   th e   g ir ls   f e l l   in t o   th e h a b it   o f   a c c o m p a n y in g   m e   p r e t t y   r e g u la r ly . 

T h o   m o re
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1  s a w   o f  M e lis s a   t lio   m o re   I   lik e d   h e r. 

S lio   w a s  a 

w in s o m e   l i t t l e   t h in g ,   fre s h   as  a  N e w   E n g la n d   m a y  flo w e r , a n d   f u l l   o f  n a tu r a l  c le v e rn e s s , w h ic h   h a d   o n ly   fa ile d   f u l l y to   d e v e lo p   it s e l f   becauso  she  h a d   o b s tin a te ly   re fu s e d   to t r i m   th e   w in g s   o f   h e r  o r i g in a lit y   so  as  to   l i t   th e   P ro c ru s te a n   m o u ld   o f   th e   P o u g h k e e p s ie   F e m a le   U n iv e r s ity '. 

T o   s a y   th e   t r u t h ,   I   f e l t   m y s e lf   f a l l i n g   in   lo v e   w i t h M e lis s a ,  th o u g h   th e   s y m p to m s   a t   f ir s t   b e to k e n e d   th e m ild e s t  fo rm   o f   t h a t   s e rio u s   disease. 

A s   f o r   L a v in ia ,   o n  

th e   o th e r  h a n d ,  h e r  a tte n tio n s   w e re   p o s it iv e ly  o v e rp o w e rin g . 

A n x io u s ,  as  she  s a id , n e v e r  to   m is s   a n y  o p p o r tu n ity ' 

f o r   s e lf- c u ltu r e ,  she  c o m p e lle d   m o   to   a s s is t  h e r, in   t h a t th a n k le s s   a c t  o f   h u s b a n d ry   to   a n   e x te n t  w h ic h   w a s   absol u t e l y   a  n u is a n c e   to   a  busy'  s tu d e n t. 

A l l   d a y   lo n g ,  a n d  

e v e ry   d a y ,  she  k e p t   p e s te rin g   m e   w i t h   t h e   m o s t  b e a u tif u l l y   w o rd e d   c r itic is m s   on   th e   e a r ly   I t a l i a n   p a in te rs ,  t i l l a t  le n g th   I   b e g a n   to   w is h   t h a t   th e   “  T r e a s u r y   o f   K n o w le d g e  ”   h a d   bee n   d e c e n tly   b u r ie d   a t  th e   b o tto m   o f  th e w h ir lp o o l. 

P>ut  as  fo r   a n y   re a l  lo v e   o f  a r t ,   she  h a d   a b o u t as  m u c h   as  a  w e ll- tr a in e d   b u t le r . 

“  M e lis s a ,”   I   s a id   one  m o r n in g ,  to w a r d s   th e   close  o f m y   tw o   m o n th s ,  w h e n   she  h a d   h e lp e d   a n d   a m u se d   m e m o re   th a n   u s u a l, “  h o w   w o u ld   y o u   lik e   to   g o   to   E u ro p o ?  ” 

“ I   s h o u ld   lo v e   i t   a b o v e   e v e r y t h in g , ”   she  a n s w e re d u n a ffe c te d ly . 

“  I   s h o u ld   l i k e   to   see  a l l   th e s e   p a la ce s   a n d p ic tu re s   y o u   t a l k   a b o u t.  D o   y o u   k n o w ,  b e fo re   y o u   cam e to   th e   F a lls ,  I   n e v e r  k n e w   I   c a re d   a b o u t  th e s e   t h i n g s ; b u t   s in c e   I ’ v e   w a tc h e d   yro u   p a in t in g   t h is   p ic tu r e ,  a n d s in c e   y o u ’ ve   h e lp e d   m o   so  lin o   w i t h   m y   s k e tc h in g — I used  to   h a te   s k e tc h in g   a t  P o u g h k e e p s ie — I   b e g in   to t h i n k   I ’ m   re a l  fo n d   o f  a r t,  a n d   no  m is ta k e .” 

“   P u t   y o u   k n o w ,  M e lis s a ,”   I   v e n tu r e d   to   s u g g e s t,  “ y o u do    nut  s p e a k   th e   Q u e e n ’s  E n g lis h ,  a nd  y o u ’ ve  g o t  a  m o st d e c id e d   N e w   Y o r k e r   a c c e n t.” 

“   N o t  so  b a d   as  V i n n y ’s,”   s a id   M e lis s a ,  w i t h   a  c h a rm in g ly '  m a lic io u s   s m ile . 
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“ W e ll,   n o t   q u ite   so  b a il  as  V i n n y ’s ,”   1  a ilm it t e il c a u tio u s ly ,  “  b u t   s t i l l   q u it e   b a d   e n o u g h ,  y o u   k n o w ,  f o r a n y   p r a c tic a l  p u rp o s e . 

I   c a n ’ t   im a g in e   w h a t  m y   m o th e r 

w o u ld   sa y  to   a  d a u g h te r - in - la w   w h o   t a lk e d   a b o u t  b e in g  

‘  re a l  fo n d   o f  a r t ’  i f   I   w e re   to   m a r r y   y o u ,  M e lis s a .” 

“   ‘ N o b o d y   a xe d   y o u , s ir,  she  s a id ,’ ”   s a n g   M e lis s a , g a ily , to   th e   w e ll- k n o w n   tu n e . 

“   T h a t   a t   le a s t,”   1  s a id ,  “ is   g o o d   o ld   E n g lis h ,  M e lis s a . 

A n d   in d e e d   I   t h in k ,   i f   y o u   w e re   to   s p e n d   a  y e a r  in E u ro p e   f ir s t ,   y o u   m ig h t   p r o b a b ly   be   m ade  q u ite   p re s e n ta b le . 

W h a t   do  y o u   t h i n k   o f   i t  ? ” 

“   W e ll, ”   s a id  M e lis s a ,  q u ie tly ,   “   l   d o n ’ t   suppose  a y o u n g a r t is t   lik e   y o u   ca n   be  in   a n y   l i u i r y   to   s e t  u p   a  house, n o w .” 

“ A h , ”   I   c rie d ,  “ fo r   th e   m a tt e r   o f   t h a t,  I   h a v e   a  l i t t l e in c o m e   o f  m y   o w n   fro m   m y   fa th e r  ;  a n d   i f   I   g o t  h u n g   a t n e x t   A c a d e m y   I   d a re   s a y   th is   Ilo rs c -s h o e   F a ll  m a y  se t  m e u p   in   b u sin e ss  as  a   p a in te r . 

I f  y o u   t h i n k   w o  c o u ld   h i t   i t  

o ff to g e th e r ,  a n d   t h a t   y o u   c o u ld   m a n a g e   to   s p e n d   a  y e a r in   E u ro p e   b e fo re h a n d ,  j u s t   to   w e a r  th o   e dg e   o ff  y o u r Y a n k e c d o m ,  su p p o s e   w o   c o n s id e r  o u rs e lv e s   f a i r l y   e n g a g e d  ? ” 

“   W h y , ”   s a id   M e lis s a ,  s im p ly ,  “  i f   i t   com es  to   t h a t,  y o u k n o w ,  o ld   J u d g o   D e c a tu r  is   o u r   g o d fa th e r,  a n d   a  k in d   o f ro u n d a b o u t  u n c le   s o m e h o w .  H e   lik e s   y o u   ;  a n d   I   re c k o n , i f   c ith e r   o f   us  w e re   g o in g   to   m a r r y   y o u ,  ho  w o u ld n ’ t t h i n k   m u c h   o f  th o   t r i p   to   E u ro p e , 

, S j  I   d o n ’ t   m in d  

c o n s id e rin g   i t   a  b a r g a in .” 

“   I n   t h a t   case,”   I   s u g g e s te d ,  “   u n a c c u s to m e d   as  I   am   to m a tr im o n ia l  e n g a g e m e n ts , I   fe e l  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  c o n v in c e d t h a t   w e   o u g h t  to   k is s   one  a n o th e r  a t  once  a n d   s e ttle   th e q u e s tio n .” 

T h o   sam e  c o n v ic tio n   h a v in g   a p p a r e n tly   o c c u rre d   to M e lis s a ’s  m in d   w i t h   th o   lik e   p r i o r i t y   to   a ll  e x p e rie n c e ,  I w i l l   v e n tu re   to   d r a w   a  v e il,   in   th e   in te re s ts   o f  E u ro p e a n p r o p r ie t y ,   o v e r  th o   re m a in d e r  o f  t h a t   d a y ’s  p ro c e e d in g s . 
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I t   is   a s to n is h in g   w lia t   a  d iffe re n c e   i t   m a ke s   to   o n e ’s fe e lin g s   m e re ly   to   h a v e   in te rc h a n g e d   r a t ific a tio n s   to   a s im p le   c o n tra c t  in   s u ch   an  in fo r m a l  m a n n e r. 

B e fo re  

e v e n in g   I  h a d   f u l l y   d is c o v e re d   tlin t,  w e   w e re   v e r y s e r io u s ly   in   lo v e   w i t h   o n o   a n o th e r,  a n d   tlm   s y m p to m s h a d   p ro g re s s e d   in   s u c h   a n   a la r m in g   m a n n e r  as  to   h a v e f a i r l y   re a c h e d   th e   c r it ic a l  s ta g e . 

W a lk in g   h om e   a lo n e   an   h o u r   b e fo re   d in n e r — .M elissa h a d   p re c e d e d   m e,  to   le t   th e   w in d   b lo w   th o   t e ll- t a le b lu s h e s   o u t  o f  h e r  c h e e k — I   m e t  o ld   J u d g e   D e c a tu r t r u d g in g   q u ie t ly   to w a rd s   h is   D o r ic   te m p le . 

I n   th e   f u l ness  o f   m y   h e a rt  I   o p e n e d   m y   s e c re t  to   h im ,  a n d   to ld h im   t h a t   I   had  p ro p o s e d   to   a n d   b e e n   a cc e p te d   b y   ono  o f h is   g o d -d a u g h te rs . 

T h o   o ld   g e n tle m a n   w a s   o v e rjo y e d . 

H o   seized   m e  w a r m ly  b y  th e   h a n d ,  w h ic h   lie   g r ip p e d   a n d s h o o k   t i l l   I   t h o u g h t  i t   w o u ld   h a v o   com e   o ft’. 

H e   t o ld   m e 

t h a t   th e   w id o w   h a d   h in te d   to   h im   som e  s u s p ic io n   o f   m y a ffe c tio n s ,  a n d   t h a t   lie   h a d   been  h e a r t ily   a n x io u s   to   fin d h e r  a n tic ip a tio n s  re a liz e d . 

“  Y o u ’ ro   a  n ic e   y o u n g   fe llo w , 

P re s to n ,”   lie   s a id   to   m e   in   h is   f a t h e r ly   fa s h io n   ;  ‘ 'y o u ’ ro a n   e x c e lle n t  y o u n g   fe llo w ,  a n d   y o u ’ ve  g o t  th e   m a k in g s   o f a  B e n ja m in   W e s t  in   y o n .” 

( B e n ja m in   W e s t  w as  th e   o ld  

g e n tle m a n ’ s  id e a l  o f   a  g re a t  a r t is t . )  

“ W e   s h a ll  seo  y o u  

fa m o u s   y e t. 

A n d   t h a t   g ir l ,   s ir,  is   a je w e l.   .She’s  w o r t h y  

o f   j ’ on   ! 

S h e ’s  w o r t h y   o f   a n y b o d y   ! 

A s   to   t h is   l i t t l e  

m a tt e r   o f   s e n d in g   h e r   to   E u ro p e   to   p ic k   u p   y o u r   h o r r id E n r o p ia n   d r a w l,  I   sup po se,  a n d   b r in g   h e r  h a c k   w i t h   a n a ffe cte d   E n g lis h   a c c e n t,  t h a t   c a n   be  e a s ily   m a n a g e d ,  i f y o u   in s is t   u p o n   i t . 

I ’l l   t e l l   y o u   w h a t   I   m e a n   to   d o   fo r  

t h a t   p a ra g o n   o f   a  w o m a n ,  s ir   :  I   m e a n   to   p a y   h e r  d o w n tw re n t y   th o u s a n d   d o lla r s   on   h e r   w e d d in g - d a y . 

I   a lw a y s  

m e a n t  to   do   i t   i f   she  m a rrie d   a n y b o d y   e x c e p t  t h a t   re d - 

h a ire d   c h a p   E p a m in o n d a s  ;  a n d  n o w  she’s g o in g   to   m a r r y y o u ,  s ir ,  I ’ m   p ro u d   to   do   i t   f o r   b o th   y o u r   sa k e s.” 

F o u r   th o u s a n d   p o u n d s   d o w n ,  th o u g h   n o t   e x a c tly   a fo r tu n e ,  is   s t i l l   a  c o m fo rta b le   a d d itio n   to   a  y o u n g   m a n ’s
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in c o m e ;  so  1  th a n k e d   th e   o ld   g e n tle m a n   to   th e   h o s t  o f m y   a b i l i t y   a n d   re tu r n e d   to   th e   c o tta g o   to   shavo  th e   good n e w s   w it h   M e lis s a . 

T h e r e   w a s   m u c h   in n o c e n t  r e jo ic in g  

b e tw e e n   us  in   th e  hou se  o f   F it c h  o n   t h a t  e v e n t f u l  e v e n in g . 

N e x t   m o r n in g   I   w e n t  to   w o r k   as  u s u a l,  w it h o u t   m u c h e x p e c ta tio n   o f   p ro g re s s in g   la r g e ly   w i t h   m y   p ic tu r e . 

M o lis s a   p ro m is e d   to   fo llo w   m e  a b o u t  tw e lv e   o’c lo c k   a n d g iv e   m e   th e   b e n e fit  o f   h e r  a d v ic e   as  to   t h a t   d if f ic u lt   b it o f   w a te r-m o s s   in   th e   lo w e r   r i g h t   h a n d   c o rn e r  o f   m y c a n v a s .  A t   a b o u t  te n   o’ c lo c k ,  h o w e v e r,  I   w as  s u d d o n ly s ta r tle d   b y   th e   s o m e w h a t  u n e x p e c te d   a p p e a ra n c e   o n   th e scene  o f  M r .  E p a m in o n d a s   A .  C o o y m a n ,  w i t h   h is   re d   h a ir d is t in c t ly   d is h o v c lle d   a n d   h is   c rim s o n   n c e k tio   f lo w in g w i l d l y  to  th e  w in d s   in  “  a d m ire d  d is o rd e r.” 

E p a m in o n d a s  

h a d   been  a  fr e q u e n t  v is it o r   a t  th e   F itc h e s ’ ,  b u t   1  h a d n e v e r  b e fo re   seen  h im   in   so  p o e tic a l  a  s ta te   o f  d is a rr a y . 

O n   th e   c o n tr a r y , h is   r u d d y  lo c k s   w e re  u s u a lly  c o n s p ic u o u s fo r   a  re c k le s s   e x p e n d itu re   o f  th e   b e s t s c e n te d  h a ir - o il,  a n d h is   c rim s o n   t io   w as  in v a r ia b ly   n o tic e a b le   f o r   th e   s c r u p u lo u s   s tiffn e s s   o f  it s   s ta rc h e d   a rra n g e m e n t. 

“   S ir , ”   s a id   E p a m in o n d a s ,  t h r o w in g   h im s e lf   fie r c e ly in t o   a n   a t t it u d e   e x p re s s iv e   o f   d e s p a ir,  n o t  u n m in g lc d w i t h   th e   c o n te m p t  d u e   to   a  d e te c te d   t r a it o r ,   “ s ir ,  I   k n o w th e   t r u t h — I   h a v e   le a r n t   i t   fro m   th e   lijis   o f  a  g r e y - h a ir e d J u s tic e   o f   th e   S u p re m o   C o u r t  in   th e   S ta te   o f   N e w   Y o r k . 

I   com e   to   y o u   as  N a th a n   th e   P r o p h e t  c am e   to   re p ro a c h th e   H e b r e w   m o n a rc h   fo r   th o   f ig u r a tiv o   t h e f t   o f   a  e w e la m b . 

Y o u ,  s ir ,  y o u   h a v e   s to le n    my  ew e   la m b . 

I   re g a rd  

y o u   as  a  B r i t i s h   D o n   J u a n   w h o   h a s  v e n tu re d   w i t h   u n b lu s h in g   b r o w   to   d e s e c ra te   th o   h a p p y   s h o re s   o f   o u r b e lo v e d   C o lu m b ia . 

I   c o n s id e r  y o u ,  s ir,  in   th e   d e s p ie a b lo  

l i g h t   o f  an  in c a rn a te   C lass  O u tra g e .” 

“   A   C lass  O u tra g e   ?  ”   I   s a id ,  h e s ita tin g ,  so  as  to   g a in a l i t t l e  tim e .  “  I  h a r d ly  see  y o u r   m e a n in g , M r . C o e y m a n .” 

“   Y es,  s ir , ”   re p e a te d   E p a m in o n d a s ,  f lin g in g   h is   a rm s w i l d l y   ro u n d   h is   h e a d ,  “ I   re p e a t  i t — y o u   a re   a  C lass
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O u tra g e . 

I   h a v e   lo v e d   a n d   w o n   th a t  a n g e lic   b e in g . 

I. 

h a v e  lo n g  sinco  o ffo ro d  h e r m y  h e a rt, a n d   sho  has  h o n o u re d m o   b y   c o r d ia lly  a c c e p tin g   th e   p a lp it a t in g  g if t .   Y o u   com o across  th e   A t la n t ic ,   s ir,  lik e   l ’ a ris   to   th o   p u la co   o f  M o n e - 

la u s ,  w i t h   y o u r   s e d u c tiv e   m a n n e rs ,  re fin e d   a n d   p o lis h e d b y   c o n s ta n t  in te rc o u rs e   w i t h   a  c u lt iv a t e d   a ris to c ra c y   a n d a  s p le n d id   c o u rt. 

Y o u   com o   to   h e r   w i t h   a  h a lo   o f   a r t  

t h r o w n   a ro u n d   y o u r   h e a d   b y   th o   r o y a l  p a tro n a g o   w h ic h y o u   e n jo y . 

Y o u   s te a l  a w a y   h e r  h e a rt  fro m   th e   n a t u r a l 

fo c u s   to w a r d s   w h ic h   i t   s h o u ld   o v e r  t u r n ” — h o   s tr u c k h is   o w n   b re a s t-p o c k e t  w i t h   u n n e c e s s a ry   v io le n c e — “ th o b o so m   o f   a  f a i t h f u l   c o u n try m a n   a n d   fo r g o tte n   lo v e r. 

1 

m a y   bo  y o u r   e q u a l  o r  e ve n   y o u r   s u p e r io r   in   in te llig e n c e . 

I   a m   a  g ra d u a te ,  s ir , o f  th o   M ic h ig a n   C e n tr a l  U n iv e r s it y . 

I   c a n   o ffe r  h e r a h a p p y  h o m o   in   B ig  S q u a s h   H o llo w   ;  b u t   I c a n n o t,  a n d   I   w i l l   n o t,  copo  w i t h   y o u   i n   th o   m is e ra b le a rts   b y   w h ic h   a  c o r r u p t   a n d   v ic io u s   a ris to c ra c y   seeks  to d e p ra v e   th o   n a tu r a l  a n d   sacre d   in s tin c ts   o f   o u r  s p o tle s s C o lu m b ia n   m a id e n s .” 

“   B u t,”  I   sa id , “ M r .  C o o y m a n ,  iu d o e d   y o u   are  m is ta k e n . 

1  a m   n o t  a  m a rq u is ,  o r  a n   e a rl,  o r  e ve n   a  b a ro n e t. 

I   a m  

o n ly   a  la n d s c a p e -p a in te r,  w i t h   a  v e r y   m o d e s t  in c o m e ; w h ile   y o u ,  I   ta k e   i t ,   a ro   a  la n d e d   p r o p r ie to r . 

I   a m  

p e r fe c tly   w i l l i n g   to   a llo w   m y   i n f e r i o r i t y   in   in t e lle c t   to y o u rs e lf,  b u t   I   r e a lly   c a n n o t  h e lp   i t   i f  M is s   P it c h   p re fe rs m y   a d v a n c e s   to   y o u r   o w n . 

B e   re a s o n a b le   fo r   a  m o m e n t, 

a n d   le t   u s  t a l k   th e   q u e s tio n   o v e r  q u ie t ly . ” 

E p a m iu o n d a s   s a t  d o w n   d is t r a c te d ly   u p o n   a  r o c k   a n d n u rs e d   h is   le g   in   h is   a rm s ,  as  th o u g h   i t   w o re   th o   la s t m o n u m e n t  o f   h is   fa ith le s s   lo v e . 

“  I   h a v e   w o r s h ip p e d  

t h a t   g i r l , ”   h o   sa id ,  “   fo r   f o u r   y e a rs ,  a n d   e v e ry   y e a r   she has  p ro m is e d   to   be  m in e . 

I   a sk  y o u   f a i r l y ,   h o w   w o u ld  

y o u   l i k e   i t   y o u rs e lf?   I f   y o u   h a d   been  c o u r t in g   a  g i r l f o r   f o u r   y e a rs ,  h o w   w o u ld   y o u   lik e   a  s tr a n g e r  t o   com o a cross  th e   A t la n t ic ,   d a z z lin g   h e r  e ye s  w i t h   h ig h   a r t   a n d C im a b u e   a n d   G io tto ? 

A i n ’ t   I   th e   s o r t  o f  m a n   she  o u g h t
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n a t u r a lly   to   m a r r y ?   a n d   a in ’ t   y o u   an   in t e r lo p e r   w h o lia v o   no   b u s in e s s   w h a ts o e v e r  p o k in g   a ro u n d   th e s o   d ig g in g s ? ” 

A n d   h e ro   lie   a ssu m e d   an  a t t it u d o   s t r i k i n g l y s u g g e s tiv o   o f   h is   d e s ire   to   s e ttle   th e   d if f ic u lt y  b y   a  lit e r a l a p p e a l  to   a rm s . 

I   c o u ld n ’ t   h e lp   fo o lin g   th c r o   w a s   a  g o o d   d e a l  o f  t r u t h in   h is   w a y  o f  p u t t i n g  i t .   I n   th e   o r d in a r y  c o u rs e   o f   n a tu re M e lis s a   o u g h t  c e r ta in ly  to   h a v e   m a rrie d   a  w e ll- to - d o   N o w Y o r k   fa r m e r ,  h e r  o w n   e q u a l  in   s ta tio n   a n d   c u lt u r e .   I f w h a t  he  s a id   w as  tru e , she  h a d   tre a te d   h im   m o st  s h a b b ily . 

So  I   s o o th e d   h im   d o w n   as  w e ll  as  I   w as  a b le   ;  a n d   a ft e r I   h a d   re d u c e d   h im   to   a  m ove  re a s o n a b le   d e m e a n o u r  I p ro m is e d   to   t h in k   a n d   t a lk   th o   m a tt e r   o v e r  w it h   h e r, a n d le t   h im   k n o w   th e   r e s u lt  o f   m y   c o g ita tio n s . 

“ M is s   F it c h  

d id   n o t   e ve n   m e n tio n   h e r  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h   y o u   to   m e ,” 

I   s a id   ;  “  a n d   I   s h a ll  c e r ta in ly   spe ak  to   h e r  u p o n   th o s u b je c t.” 

“  N e v e r  m e n tio n e d   i t ! ”   h o   c rie d .  “  T h e   fa ith le s s   g ir l   ! 

T h e n   i t   is   she,  a n d   n o t  y o u ,  w h o   a re   to   b la m e . 

S ir,  sho 

is   th o   S ire n   o f   N ia g a r a ,  s it t in g   u p o n   th o   e d g e   o f   th o H o rse -sh o e   F a ll  a n d   l u r i n g   m e n   o v e r  to   t h e i r   d e s tru c tio n in   th o   b o ilin g   w h ir lp o o l  b e n e a th . 

I   h a v e   n o tic e d   h e r  

g r o w in g   co ld n e s s   a n d   h e r   fo n d n e s s   fo r   lin g e r in g   n e a r y o u ,  b u t   I   h a r d ly   s u s p e c te d   h e r   o f   t h is . ” 

A n d   ho  lo f t , 

w ith *  a  b it t e r l y   s a rd o n ic   s m ilo   u p o n   h is  fa ce ,  p r o m is in g   to see  m e  la t e r   in   th e   m o r n in g   a n d   h e a r  th o   r e s u lt  o f   o u r in te r v ie w . 

W h e n   M e lis s a   cam e  u p   a t  tw e lv e   o’c lo c k   a n d   to o k   h e r u s u a l  p la c o   b y   m y   sido   b e n e a th   th e   m a p le s ,  I   b e g a n   to b ro a c h   th o   s u b je c t  as  d e lic a te ly   as  I   w a s  a b le . 

“   D o n ’ t   y o u   t h in k ,   M e lis s a ,”   I   s a id ,  “   t h a t   one  o u g h t  to be  v e r y   c a re fu l,  in   m a k iu g   a n   e n g a g e m e n t,  to   bo  q u ite s u ro   t h a t   y o u   h a v e   fix e d   u p o n   th e   r i g h t   p e rs o n  ?  ” 

“ I t ’s  r a t h e r   e a r ly   f o r   y o u ,”   s a id   M e lis s a ,  p o u tin g ,  “   to t h i n k   o f  re c o n s id e rin g   t h a t   q u e s tio n   a lr e a d y .” 

“  A h ,  n o ;  n o t  t h a t , ”   I   a n s w e re d   q u ic k ly . 

“  S u p p o s in g
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y o u   h a il  e v e r  fo rm e d   a n   a tta c h m e n t,  as  y o u   n a t u r a lly m ig h t ,  f o r  som o  y o u n g  fa r m e r   o f   th o   n e ig h b o u rh o o d --------” 

“ J u s t  lik o   Pivtn  C o o y m a u ,”   M e lis s a   in t e r r u p te d   m e, w i t h   th o   te a rs   s t a r t in g   to   h e r  eyes.  “   I  n e v e r c o u ld   a b id o th o   w h o le   ra ce   o f   th e m . 

W e ll,   th e n ,  I   s u p p o se   y o u   t h i n k  

I   o u g h t  to   h a v o   m a r r ie d   h im   a n d   le t   y o u   o ff  y o u r   h a s ty b a rg a in   a t  onco? 

O h ,  y o u   c ru e l,  w ic k e d   m a n ! ”   A n d  

h e ro   M e lis s a   b u r s t  a t  a  m o m e n t’s  n o tic o   in to   u n c o n t r o lla b le   flo o d s   o f te a rs . 

N o w ,  i f  y o u   h a v e   o v e r been a t N ia g a r a , y o u   w i l l   r e a d ily a g re e   w i t h   mo  t h a t   th e   c o rn e r  o f   G o a t  Is la n d   b y   th o H o rs e -s h o e   F a ll  is   n o t  e x a c tly   th e   id e a l  p la c o   to   s e ttlo   a lo v e rs ’  q u a r r e l. 

Y o u   a ro   n e v e r  safe  fro m   in t r u s io n   on  

th e   p a r t   o f   th o   u b iq u ito u s   t o u r is t   f o r   fiv o   m in u te s to g e th e r  ;  a n d   1  h a d   s n a tc h e d   m y   fir s t   k is s   th o  d a y  b e fo re w i t h   an   u n c o m fo rta b le   sense  t h a t   w o   m ig h t   a t  t h a t m o m e n t  b o   c o n t r ib u t in g   a n   a m u s in g   in c id e n t   to   th o   fo r e g ro u n d   o f   th e   p ic t u r e   i n   th e   c a m e ra   o b s c u ra   on  th o o p p o s ite   C a n a d ia n   s h o ro . 

So  1  h a s t ily   d rie d   M e lis s a ’s 

te a rs ,  g a v e   h e r  h a l f  a  d o z e n  e x p ia to r y  kisse s, a n d   s e n t  h e r h o m o   b y   th o   lo n g   ro a d   ro u n d   th e   is la n d ,  so  as  to   h id o   h e r re d   eyes,  w i t h   a  p ru m is o   o f   a  f u l l   e x p la n a tio n   w h e n   I re tu r n e d   to   lu n c h e o n ,  a  l i t t l o   la te r . 

Som e  m in u te s   b o fo ro   t h a t   e v e n t  E p a m in o n d a s  C o o y m a n m a d e   h is   a p p e a ra n c o   o n co   m o re   in   th o   m id s t   o f   a  d a r k c lu m p   o f p in e s ,  a  l i t t l e   to   th o   le f t ,   in   a n   a t t it u d e   e x p re s s iv e   o f   h is   d e te r m in a tio n   to   h u r l   h im s e lf   in t o   th e   a b y s s b e lo w   i f  h e   le a r n t   t h a t   h is   p e rfid io u s   lo v e r   s t i l l   re m a in e d u n to u c h e d . 

“   W e ll, ”   he   c rie d ,  b e c k o n in g   to   m o  t h e a t r ic a lly   w i t h   h is   h a n d ,  “ a n d   w h a t   d id   L a v in ia   a n s w e r ? ” 

“   L a v in ia ! "   1  e x c la im e d   in   a s to n is h m e n t.  “   W h y ,   i t ’s M e lis s a   t h a t   I 'm   e n g a g e d   t o . ” 

“ M e l i s s a ! ”   he  s h rie k e d ,  r u s h in g   to w a rd s   m e   f r a n t i c a l l y ;   “ t h a t   in s ig n if ic a n t,   e m p ty -h e a d e d ,  s i l l y   l i t t l e n o o d le ! 

T h o   J u d g e   to ld   m o  y o u   w e re   g o in g   to   m a r r y th a t   a d o ra b le   o rn a m e n t  o f   h e r  sex,  L a v in ia  !  ” 

[image: Image 667]

[image: Image 668]

 MY  CIRCULAR  TOUR. 

:i'2l

“  L a v i n i a ! ”   I   echoed. 

“   W h a t !  a  s tr a ig h t- h a ir e d ,  p re te n tio u s   lie -w o m a n ,  w i t h  a p a ir  o f  g re e n  g o g g le s  s tr a d d lin g across  h e r  nose !  W h y ,   I  s h o u ld  as  soon  t h in k   o f   m a r r y in g th e   P re s id e n t  o f   th e   L o y a l  S o c ie ty ,” 

A f t e r   w h ic h   m u tu a l  in s u lts   to   o u r   re s p e c tiv e   f u t u r e w iv e s ,  in s te a d   o f   s q u a r in g   u p   f o r   a  h a n d - to -h a n d   c o m b a t 

— as  n o   d o u b t  a n y   tw o   r ig h t - m in d e d   p e rs o n s   w o u ld   h a v e d o n e — w o   seized   each  o th e r ’s  o u ts tr e tc h e d   p a lm s  w it h   th e u tm o s t  fe r v o u r ,  a n d   s h o o k   th e m   c o r d ia lly  w i t h   e v e ry   s ig n o f   th e   m o s t  fr a te r n a l  a ffe c tio n . 

“   W e ll,   in   a ll  m y   d a y s   I   n e v e r  h e a rd   a n y t h in g   lik e   i t , ” 

s a id   E p a m in o n d a s ,  as  soo n   as  th o   f ir s t   a r d o u r   o f   o u r re c o n c ilia tio n   h a d   passed  a w a y . 

“   W e   a ll  th o u g h t   y o u  

w e re   a ft e r   L a v in ia . 

S he   is   s u c h   a  r e m a r k a b ly   s u p e r io r 

p e rso n ,  w e   im a g in e d   sh e   c o u ld   n o t  f a i l   to   a tt r a c t   th o a tt e n t io n   o f   a  m a n   o f   a r t is t ic   ta s te s   a n d   in t e lle c t u a l c u ltu r e   li k e   y o u rs e lf. 

M rs .  F it c h ,   she   m e n tio n e d   i t   to  

th e   J u d g e   ;  a n d   th o   J u d g e   m e n tio n e d   i t   to   m e — he  d o n ’ t lik e   m e,  th o   ju d g e ;   y o u   see,  lie ’ s  so  dead  o n   th a t   g ir l m a r r y in g   a  p e rs o n   o f   in t e lle c t u a l  d is t in c t io n . 

l i e   t o ld  

m e   h o w   y o u   w o u ld   ta k e   L a v in ia   to   E u r o p e   a n d   in tro d u c e h e r   to   M r .   T e n n y s o n   a n d   M r .   B r o w n in g   a n d   th e   c u l t i v a te d   n o b i l it y   o f   y o u r   a c q u a in ta n c e — ‘  w h ic h , ’  s a ys  h e, 

‘ w o u ld   b e   h e r   n a t u r a l  e n v ir o n m e n t.’ 

A n d   th e re ’s  n o  

d e n y in g   i t   w o u ld   be  so,  M r .   P re s to n .” 

“   U n f o r t u n a t e ly , ”   s a id   I ,   “   1  h a v o   n o t   th e   p le a s u re   o f k n o w in g   e ith e r   M r .  T e n n y s o n   o r   M r .  B r o w n i n g ;  a n d   I t h i n k   y o u   v a s t ly   o v e rr a te   th e   im p o r ta n c e   o f  m y   h u m b le c irc le .” 

“ W e ll,   n o w ,  t h a t ’s  c u r io u s ,”   a n s w e re d   E p a m in o n d a s , 

“  s e e in g   t h a t   y o u   liv e   i n   L o n d o n ,  th e   c e n tre   o f   a ll  y o u r fa s h io n a b le   w o r ld . ” 

I n   th e   a fte rn o o n   I   w e n t  to   c a ll  on  th e   J u d g e   a n d   e x p la in   to   h im   h o w   th e   m is ta k e   h a d   a ris e n . 

T h e   o ld  

g e n tle m a n   w as  m a n ife s tly   g rie v e d   a n d   p u z z le d .  “ T h is is   a  b a d   b u s in e s s ,  P re s to n ,  m y   b o y ,”   s a id   he. 

“  I   s h o u ld

Y
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lik e  to  s tic k  to  m y  a rra n g e m e n t, y o u  k n o w , b u t  I  d o n ’ t  q u it e see  h o w   to   do   i t . 

Y o u   u n d e rs ta n d   I   to o k   i t   f o r   g ra n te d  

t h a t   y o u   w e re   g o in g   to   m a r r y   L a v in ia .   W h y ,   n o b o d y e v e r  t h in k s   a n y t h in g   o f   t h a t   o th e r   in s ig n if ic a n t   l i t t l e t h in g . 

S h e ’s  p r e t t y   e n o u g h ,  I   g r a n t   y o u ;  b u t   th e n L a v in ia ’s w h a t  I   c a ll  a  r e a l  liv e   w o m a n .  N o w ,  I ’d   a lw a y s m a d e   u p   m y  m in d   to   s e ttle   t h a t   t w e n t y   th o u s a n d   o n   t h a t g i r l ;  a n d   la s t  n ig h t ,   as  soon  as  y o u   h a d   s p o k e n   to   m e , I   s e n t  h e r  o ff  a  n o te   t e l l i n g   h e r   I   h o a rd   she  w a s   g o in g   to b o   m a rrie d ,  a n d   p ro m is e d   h e r  th e   m o n e y   u n c o n d it io n a lly on  h e r w e d d in g - d a y .  C o n fo u n d   i t   a ll  !  ”   a d d e d   th e   J u d g e , lo o k in g   s e rio u s ,  “  she ’l l   h a v o   t o ld   t h a t   fe llo w   E p a m i-n o n d a s   a ll  a b o u t  i t   b y   t h is   tim e  ;  so  th e r e ’s  n o   c r y in g   o ff th a t  b a r g a in . 

O th e r w is e   I ’d   h a v e   s h a re d   i t   b e tw e e n   th e  

g i r l s ;  f o r   I   li k e   y o u ,  m y   b o y ,  o v e n  th o u g h   y o u   a re   g o in g to   m a r r y   th e   w r o n g   w o m a n .  B u t   I ’ m   n o t  r ic h   e n o u g h to   f o r k   o v e r  tw o   l i t t l e   lu m p   s u m s   o f  t w e n t y   th o u s a n d   ; a n d   y e t,  y o u   see,  I   k in d   o’  d o n ’ t   lik e   t o   d is a p p o in t  y o u . 

C om o,  n o w ,  m ig h t n ’ t   w e   s e ttle   th e   case  b y   a r b it r a t io n o u t  o f  c o u rt?   C o u ld n ’ t   y o u   m a n a g e   a n y h o w   to   m a k e   an e x c h a n g e   w i t h   E p a m in o n d a s ? 

L a v in ia   a n d   y o u   a re   ju s t  

s u ite d   f o r   o n e   a n o t h e r ;  w h ile   h e   a n d   M e lis s a   o u g h t  to p a ir   n a t u r a lly ,   I   ta k e   i t . ” 

I   s h o o k   m y   h e a d   f ir m ly . 

“   W it h   e v e ry   re s p e c t  fo r  

y o u r   ju d ic ia l  o p in io n ,  J u d g e ,”   I   sa id ,  “   I   m u s t  r e lu c t a n t l y   d e c lin e   th e   h o n o u r  o f   L a v in ia ’s  h a n d .  A s   fo r   th e m o n e y ,  i t   h a s  bee n   a ll   a  m is c o n c e p tio n . 

I   w o u ld   h a v e  

ta k e n   M e lis s a   w it h o u t   i t ;  a n d ,  s in c e   w o   h a v o   m is u n d e rs to o d   one  a n o th e r ,  I   s h a ll  ta k e   h e r   a ll  th e   s a m e .” 

“   W e ll, ”   s a id   th e   J u d g e   r e fle c tiv e ly ,  “   I   ca n ’ t   g iv e   h e r t w e n t y   th o u s a n d   d o lla rs ,  b u t   I   t h i n k   I   c a n   p u t   as  m u c h o r  m o re   in t o   y o u r   p o c k e t  a n o th e r  w a y . 

S u p p o se   I   w e re  

to   g e t  y o u   th e   c o n tra c t  f o r   s u p p ly in g   frescoes— I   t h in k y o u   c a ll  th e m — to   th e   N e w   S ta te   C a p ito l,  a t   A lb a n y ? 

T h a t   jo b   o u g h t   to   be  w o r t h   a b o u t  t h i r t y   o r  f o r t y   th o u sa n d   d o lla rs .” 
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“   F rescoe s !  ”   I  c rie d   in   h o r r o r .  “   W h y ,   I ’ m   a la n d sc a p e p a in te r . 

I   n e v e r  t r ie d   fig u re s   fro m   l i f e   in   a ll   m y   d a y s .” 

“  I t   w o u ld n ’ t   bo  fro m   lif e , ”   s a id   th e   J u d g e   c a lm ly . 

“  T h e y ’re   a ll  d ead. 

T h e   s o r t  o f   t h i n g   w e   w a n t  in   o u r 

c o u n t r y   is   th e   A m e ric a n   E a g le   w i t h   a ll   h is   fe a th e rs   u p , 

‘  C o lu m b u s   c o n c lu d in g   a  t r e a t y   o f   peace  w i t h   th e In d ia n s ,’  o r  ‘ G e n e ra l  J a c k s o n   p r o c la im in g   th e   M o n ro e D o c trin e   b e fo re   a  t e r r if ie d   a s s e m b ly   o f   E u ro p e a n   sove r e ig n s .’ 

A s   to   f ig u r e - p a in tin g ,   w e ll,   I   su p p o se   R a p h a e l n e v e r  t r ie d   h is   h a n d   a t  frescoes  a fo re   h e   b e g a n   h is c a rto o n s   a t  H a m p to n   C o u rt,  o r  S t.  P e te r’s,  o r   w h e re v e r  i t is . 

Y o u   n e v e r  v o te d   th e   R e p u b lic a n   t ic k e t,   d id   y o u ? ” 

“  C e r ta in ly   n o t,”   I   a n s w e re d   p r o m p tly . 

“  T h e n   I   sup po se   y o u ’re   a  g o o d   D e m o c ra t ? " 

“  W e ll,   I   h a r d ly   k n o w , ”   I   re p lie d . 

“   I   b e lie v e   I ’ m   a 

C o n s e rv a tiv e   in   E n g la n d . 

T h a t ’s  th e   o p p o s ite   o f  a  R e p u b lic a n   o r  a  D e m o c ra t,  is n ’ t   i t ? ’

“  B le s s   th e   b o y   f o r   h is   E u ro p e a n   ig n o ra n c e   !  ”   s a id   th e J u d g e   f o r c ib ly   (w h o s e   v a g u e   v ie w s   o n   th e   n a tu r e   o f c a rto o n s   I   h a d   ju s t   so  c h a r it a b ly   passed  o v e r ) .  “ D e m o c ra ts   a n d   R e p u b lic a n s   a in ’t   th e   sam e  t h in g . 

T h e y ’re 

th e   e x a c t  c o n tra r ie s   o f   one  a n o th e r . 

I t ’s  p la in   y o u   d o n ’ t  

k n o w   m u c h   a b o u t  p o litic s . 

H o w e v e r,  t h a t   d o n ’t   m a tte r  

a  c e n t. 

W i l l   y o u   s o le m n ly   p ro m is e ,  i f   I   g e t  y o u   th is c o n tra c t,  a lw a y s   to   s u p p o rt  t h e   D e m o c ra tic   p la t f o r m  ? ” 

“  C e r ta in ly , ”   I   a n s w e re d ,  “   i f   y o u   t h i n k   m e  s tr o n g e n o u g h .” 

“ W h y ,   w h a t   o n   e a r th   do   y o u   ta k e   a  p la t f o r m   to   b o ? ” 

s a id   th e   J u d g e   in   a m a z e m e n t.  “   I   m e a n ,  w i l l   y o u   p a in t p ic tu re s   in c u lc a t in g   s o u n d   D e m o c ra tic   p r in c ip le s ;  w i t l i a   g ro u p   o f  le a d in g   D e m o c ra tic   s ta te s m e n   in   th e   c e n tre o f   e v e ry   fo re g ro u n d ,  a n d   th e   D e m o c ra tic   c o lo u rs   in t r o d u c e d   w h e re v e r  c o n v e n ie n t  i n   th e   d r a p e r y   a n d   f ix in g s ? ” 

“  I   w i l l   t r y   m y   b e s t,”   I   a n s w e re d ,  “   to   m e e t  th e   w is h e s o f  a n y   g e n e ro u s   p a tro n   w h o   chooses  to   e m p lo y   m e .” 

“ W e ll,   th e n ,”   s a id   th e   J u d g e   t r iu m p h a n t ly ,   “ t h a t ’ s
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th e   s o r t  o f   a r t   re q u ir e d   b y   a n   e n lig h te n e d   L e g is la tu r e i n   th e   S ta te   o f   N e w   Y o r k . 

N e v e r  m in d   w h e th e r   y o u  

c a n   do   frescoes  o r   n o t. 

S tic k   ’e m   in   C la y   a n d   J a c k s o n  

a n d   C a lh o u n   in   c o m m a n d in g   a ttitu d e s ,  a n d   t h e y   w o n 't a s k   y o u   w h e re   y o u   s tu d ie d   y o u r   a n a to m y .  I ’ l l   ju s t   t e l l m y   D e m o c ra tic   frie n d s   a t   A lb a n y   t h a t   a  d is tin g u is h e d E u ro p e a n   p a in te r ,  a tt r a c te d   fro m   th e   c ro w d e d   s tu d io s   o f L o n d o n   b y   th o   u n p a r a lle le d   b e a u tie s   o f   o u r  A m e ric a n s c e n e ry ,  h a s  d e c id e d   to   m a k e   h is   h om o   b y   th e   s e ttin g - 

s u n ,  a n d   to   d e v o te   h is   re m a rk a b le   p ic t o r ia l  ta le n ts   to th e   g lo rio u s   fu r th e ra n c e   o f   th e   D e m o c ra tic   cause. 

I f   I  

a d d   th a t   h e   is   a b o u t  to   m a r r y   o n e   o f  C o lu m b ia ’s  f a ir e s t d a u g h te rs ,  I   s h o u ld   t h i n k   t h a t   w o u ld   t ic k le   ’em  u p ,  a n d t h e y   o u g h t  to   be  p re p a re d   to   c o m e   d o w n   h a n d s o m e   w it h fifte e n   th o u s a n d   d o lla rs   a   y e a r,  th o   fre sco e s  to   be   c o m p le te d   w i t h i n   fiv e   y e a rs   a t  th e   o u ts id e . 

T h a t   w o u ld   g iv e  

y o u   t im e   to   g e t  u p   fig u re s ,  w o u ld n ’ t   i t  ? ” 

W i t h i n   a  f o r t n i g h t   th e   w h o le   q u e s tio n   w a s   f u l l y s e ttle d . 

I   w as  f o r m a lly   in s ta lle d   as  I ’ ic to r io g r a p h e r   b y A p p o in tm e n t  to   th o   .State  o f   N e w   Y o r k ,   o n   th e   u n d e r s ta n d in g   t h a t   I   s h o u ld   p ro d u c e   tw o   fre sco e s  w i t h i n   fiv e y e a rs   o f   a  s t r i c t l y   D e m o c ra tic   a n d   a n ti- R e p u b lic a n   c h a ra c te r. 

M e lis s a   w e n t  to   E n g la n d   in   th e   a u tu m n ,  w h ile 1  g a v e   u p   m y   c ir c u la r   t ic k e t   a n d   s e ttle d   d o w n   a s -a n A m e ric a n   c itiz e n   a t   A lb a n y ,   w h e re   I   a t  o n ce   b u c k le d   t o w o r k   a t  g e t t in g   u p   fig u re s   f o r   m y   frescoes. 

A t   f ir s t  

M e lis s a   w e n t  as  a  s o r t  o f   fa m ily - b o a r d e r   a t   th e   h ou se   o f a  c o u n t r y   c le r g y m a n ,  a n d   a s s id u o u s ly   c u lt iv a t e d   th e Q u e e n ’s E n g lis h ,   to g e th e r  w i t h   th e   a m e n itie s   o f  E u ro p e a n s o c ie t y ;   b u t   a f t e r   s ix   m o n th s   o f   p ro b a tio n ,  I  ju d g e d   h e r s u f f ic ie n t ly   a d v a n c e d   in   h e r   m a s te ry   o f   t h a t   fo r e ig n to n g u e   to   ta k e   u p   h e r   a b o d e   u n d e r   m y   m o th e r ’s  ro o f. 

I n   th e   s u c c e e d in g   y e a r   I   r e tu r n e d   to   L o n d o n   f o r   a   fe w w e e k s ’  h o l i d a y ;  a n d   th e re   w e   w e re   d u l y   m a rrie d   a t K e n s in g to n   C h u rc h ,  th e   im p o r t a n t   e v e n t  b e in g   e ve n c h r o n ic le d   in   th e    M o r n in j  P o st,   th a n k s   to   m y   e x a lte d
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p o s itio n   in   th e   w o r ld   o f   a r t   as  P ie to r io g r a p h e r   h y A p p o in t m e n t   to   a  f r i e n d l y   G o v e rn m e n t. 

M e lis s a   is   th e  

c le v e re s t,  p r e t t ie s t ,   a n d   h o s t  o f   w iv e s . 

M y   frescoes  a re  

n o w   p r o g r e s s i n g   fa v o u r a b ly . 

1  h a v e   a c q u ire d   a  c o n c e p tio n  o f th e   m a je s tic   a t t it u d e   w h ic h   b e fits   a  D e m o c ra tic le a d e r,  a n d   o f  th e   S a ta n ic   s p ito   to   bo   d e p ic te d   on   th e a b je c t  c o u n te n a n c e   o f  a  b a ffle d   lie p u b lic a n ;  a n d   w h e n m y   fiv e   y e a rs ’  e n g a g e m e n t  is   c o m p le te d ,  1  e x p e c t  to r e t u r n ,   w i t h   m y   l i t t l e   w ife ,   to   th e   s u b u rb a n   shades  o f S o u th   K e n s in g to n ,  a n d   s p e n d   th e   re m a in d e r  o f   m y   e x is t e nce   h a p p ily   in   e x e c u t in g   re m u n e r a tiv e   c o m m is s io n s   f o r a l l   th e   w e a lth ie s t  le g is la to r s   o f   th e   A m e ric a n   U n io n . 

1 

re g a rd   J u d g e   D e c a tu r  as  t lio   t r u e   fo u n d e r  o f   ra y   a rtis tic - 

fo rtu n e s . 
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A r t h u r   M a n n i x g u a m   w a s   a  m in o r   p o e t. 

B u t  th a t   w a s  

f o r t y   y e a rs   a g o ;  a n d   in   th o s e   y o u n g e r  d a y s   th e   m in o r p o e t  h a d   n o t  y e t  becom e  a  p u b lic   n u is a n c e ,  as  a t  o u r  e n d o f  th e   c e n tu ry .  B e sid e s,  h o   e n jo y e d   th e   frie n d s h ip   o f  th e G r e a t  P o e t. 

T h e   G r e a t  P o e t  w a s   fo n d   o f   h im . 

H e  

re c o g n iz e d   in   h is   fr ie n d ,  as  he   o fte n   re m a rk e d ,  th e   ra re s e c o n d a ry   g i f t   o f   h ig h   c r it ic a l  a p p re c ia tiv e n e s s . 

W h e n e v e r  th e   G re a t  P o e t  p ro d u c e d   a  n o b le   w o r k ,  A r t h u r M a n n in g h a tn   w a s   a lw a y s   th e   f ir s t   m a n   in   E n g la n d   to w h o se   e ye  he   s u b m itte d   th e   u n p r in t e d   c o p y . 

I t   w a s  

A r t h u r   w h o   m a de   tho se   a d m ir a b le   s u g g e s tio n s   i n   re d p e n c il  so  f a m ilia r   to   c o lle c to rs   o f   th e   G re a t  P o e t’ s  m a n u s c r ip ts   ;  a n d   th e   c u rio u s ,  w h o   h a v e   c o m p a re d   these m a n u s c rip ts   w i t h   th e   fin a l  p u b lis h e d   fo rm s   o f   th e   S ie g fr ie d   poem s,  are  e q u a lly   f a m ilia r   w i t h   th e   f u r t h e r   fa c t t h a t   A r t h u r   M a n n in g h a m ’s  c o rre c tio n s   a lm o s t  a lw a y s c o m m e n d e d   th e m s e lv e s   to   h is   d is tin g u is h e d   c o m p a n io n . 

I t   w a s   d e lig h t f u l  to   see  th e   t w o   o u t  o n   th e   m o o rs   t o g e th e r  ;  th e   g re a t  m a n   la y in g   d o w n   th e   la w ,  as  w as  h is w o n t,  in   h is   d o u b le -b a s s   v o ic e ,  a n d   A r t h u r ,   b y   h is   side , b e n d in g   fo r w a r d   to   lis te n   r a p t   to   th e   deep  m u s ic   t h a t f e ll  fr o m   th e   m a s te r’s  lip s   w i t h   a ll   a  d is c ip le ’s  a rd o u r. 

A n d   A r t h u r ,   to o ,  w as  a   p o e t. 

N o t   g re a t,  b u t   t r u e ; 

a  m in o r   p o e t.  F o r   te n   y e a rs   h o   w o r k e d   h a rd   a t  som e fe w   d ozen   ly r ic s ,   w h ic h   he   p o lis h e d   a n d   re p o lis h e d in   h is   in t e r v a ls   o f   le is u re   w i t h   H o r a t ia u   a s s id u ity . 
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O n e   o r  t w o   o f   th e m   lie   re je c te d   in   tim e   as  u n w o r th y th e   w o r ld ’s  e a r,  f o r   lie   w a s   fa s tid io u s   o f  h is   o w n   w o r k as  o f   th e   w o r k   o f   o t h e r s ;  th e   re s t  he  p e rfe c te d   t i l l , f o r   t r if le s   t h a t   th e y   w e re ,  th e y   h a d   a lm o s t  re a c h e d   h is o w n   h ig h   s ta n d a rd   o f   p e rfe c tio n . 

A lm o s t,  n o t  q u ite , 

f o r   no  w o r k   o f   h is   o w n   e v e r  a b s o lu te ly   s a tis fie d   h im . 

T r e m u lo u s ly   a n d   t i m i d l y ,   a t  la s t  h e   p u b lis h e d . 

H e  

d is tr u s te d   h is   p o w e rs   e v e n   th e n . 

“   B u t,  p e rh a p s ,”   he 

s a id   to   h im s e lf   w i t h   a   tim o ro u s   s m ile ,  “   i f   th e re ’s  a n y t h in g   in   th e m   th e   G r e a t  P o e t’s  frie n d s h ip   m a y   a v a il m e   s o m e w h a t! ” 

W h e n ,  in   th e   fu ln e s s   o f   tim e ,  h is   t h in   v o lu m e   a p p e a re d ,  c la d   in   th e   g ra s s -g re e n   b in d in g   t h a t   th e n   o v e rg r e w   a ll   P arn a s su s ,  he   s e n t  th e   v e r y   f ir s t   c o p y   o f   hi> t im id - w in g e d   f le d g e lin g   to   th e   G re a t  P o e t. 

A n d ,  a fte r  

t h a t,  h e   w a ite d . 

T h e   G re a t P o e t  d id   n o t  d e s e rt  h is   frie n d . 

B y   th e   v e r y  

n e x t  p o s t  c am e   a  le t t e r   in   th e   w e ll- k n o w n   h a n d — b ro a d , b la c k -d a s h e d , v ig o ro u s . 

T h e   G r e a t  P o e t’s  s tr o n g   v i r i l i t y  

p e rv a d e d   e ve n   h is   h a n d w r it in g . 

A r t h u r   M a n n in g h a m  

to r e   i t   o p e n   w i t h   e a g e r  h a n d s . 

W h a t  ju d g m e n t  h a d   th e  

B a r d   to   pass  o n   th e   w o r k   o f   th e   m in o r   s in g e r ? 

“ M y   d e a r  A r t h u r , ”   th e   le t t e r   b e g a n ,  “ I  h a v e   ju s t n o w   re c e iv e d   y o u r   d e lig h t f u l- lo o k in g   v o lu m e ,  ‘ P h y llis 's G a rd e n .’ 

1  d id n ’ t   t i l l   th is   m o m e n t  k n o w   y o u   too   w e re a m o n g   th e   Im m o r ta ls . 

I   lo o k   f o r w a r d   to   re a d in g   i t  

w i t h   th e   g re a te s t  p le a s u re ,  a n d   s h a ll  h a z a rd   m y   o p in io n o f   y o u r   s is te r  M u se   w h e n   I   n e x t  h a v e   th o   h a p p in e s s   o f see ing   y o u   a m o n g s t  us. 

B u t  w h y   m a k e   h e r   a n o n y m o u s  ? 

S u r e ly   y o u r   n am e ,  so  w e ll  k n o w n   a t   th e   c lu b s ,  w o u ld h a v e   c a r rie d   d u e   w e ig h t   w i t h   o u r  c a p tio u s   c r it ic s !   ” 

T h a t   w as  a ll. 

N o   m o re . 

A r t h u r   w a ite d   w i t h   deep 

susp en se   fo r   th e   G r e a t  P o e t’s  f in a l  o p in io n . 

H o   k n e w  

th e   B a r d   c o u ld   m a k e   o r  m a r  a n y   m a n . 

A   w e e k   passed—  

t w o   w e e k s — t h r e e — f o u r — a n d   y e t  n o   le t t e r . 

A t   la s t,  one 

m o r n in g ,  a n   e n v e lo p e   b e a r in g   th e   S a v e rn a k e   p o s t-m a rk   ! 
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( T h e   G r e a t  P o u t,  y o u   re c o lle c t,  liv e d   fo r   y e a rs   a t  S a v e r-n a k e .)  I t   w a s  in   lxis  w if e ’s  h a n d  ;  b u t — y e s — t h a t ’s  w e l l ! 

— ’ tw a s   a n   i n v it a t io n   to   g o   d o w n   th e re . 

A r t h u r   w e n t, 

a ll  t r e m b lin g . 

T o - d a y   s h o u ld   d e c id e   h is   p o o r  M u s e ’s 

fa te   ;  to -d a y   lie   s h o u ld   k n o w   i f  he   w e re   p o e t  o r  p o e ta s te r ! 

T h e  B a r d   re c e iv e d   h im   o p e n -a rm e d  ;  ta lk e d   o f   h is   o w n n o w   tra g e d y . 

A l l   a fte rn o o n   t h e y   p aced   th e   fo r e s t  to g e th e r   ;  th e   G r e a t  P o e t  ta lk e d   o n — b u t   n e v e r  o f  A r t h u r ’s verse s, 

l i e   s p o k e   k i n d l y   to   h is   f r ie n d ;   in q u ir e d   a fte r h is   h e a lth   ;  s u s p e c te d ,  as  u s u a l,  h e ’d   b e e n   o v e r w o r k in g h im s e lf. 

T h is   d a ily   jo u r n a lis m ,   y o u   k n o w ,  is   so  v e r y e x a c tin g !   N o t   a  w o r d   o f   “  P h y llis ’ s  G a rd e n .”   “ H e ’s w a it in g , ”   th o u g h t   A r t h u r ,   “  to   d is c u s s   i t   a f t e r   d in n e r .” 

A n d   a fte r   d in n e r ,  in   e ffe ct,  th e   G r e a t  P o o t  b u tto n - lio le d h im   c o n f id e n t ia lly   in t o   th e   lib r a r y . 

“ I ’ v e   s o m e th in g  

s p e c ia l  I   w a n t   to   t a l k   o v e r  w i t h   y o u ,”   he   s a id ,  lo o k in g in te re s te d . 

A r t h u r ’ s  h e a r t  g a v e   a  th u m p . 

“  I l a !  lie   lik e s   m y

v e rs e s ! ” 

T h e   G r e a t  P o e t  s a t  d o w n — a n d   p ro d u c e d   h is   o w n t r a g e d y ! 

’ T w a s   a  t r a g e d y   f o r   A r t h u r ,   to o . 

n e   c o u ld   h a r d ly  

c o n ta in   h im s e lf.  T h e   B a r d   h a d  n e v e r  k n o w n   h is   f r ie n d ’s c r it ic is m   so  w e a k ,  so  v a c illa t in g ,   so  p o in tle s s . 

l i e   d id n ’ t  

seem  to   lis te n ,  t h a t   w a s   r e a lly   th e   f a c t ;  ho  w a s   e v id e n t ly p re o c c u p ie d . 

“   W e ll,   w e ll, ”   th e   G r e a t  P o e t  th o u g h t ,   in  

h is   t o le r a n t   w a y ,  “ m e n   a rc   a ll   so  p e t t y ! 

T h e y ’re   o fte n  

so  e n g ro s s e d   w i t h   t h e ir   o w n   s m a ll  a ffa irs   t h a t   th e y   h a v e no   tim e   to   b e s to w   on   th e   b ig g e s t  a n d   m o s t  im p o r ta n t a ffa irs   o f  o th e rs   !  ” 

A n d   fr o m   t h a t   d a y   f o r th   A r t h u r   M a n n in g lia m   n e v e r h e a rd   a n o th e r  w o r d ,  b y   m o u th   o r  p e n ,  fro m   th e   G re a t P o e t,  o f   h is   p o o r  l i t t l e   ly r ic s . 

H e   h a d   b u t   o n e   gue ss  to  

m a k e ;  h is   f r ie n d   h a d   re a d   th e m ,  fo u n d   th e   ve rse   p o o r s tu ff,  a n d ,  w is h in g  to   s p a re   h is   s e n s itiv e   fe e lin g s ,  a v o id e d s p e a k in g   to   h im   o f  h is   u t t e r   fa ilu r e . 
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T h e   p ress,  t h a t   ilis p o n s e r  o f   m o d e m   la u re ls ,  d is m is s e d h im  in  h a l f  a d ozen   f r i g i d   lin e s — “  V e r y   to le ra b le  rh y m e ,” 

“  F a i r   m in o r   p o e tr y . ” 

F o r t y   y e a rs   passed. 

I t   to o k   A r t h u r   M a n n in g lia m   ju s t  

f o r t y   y e a rs   o f   h is   l i f e   to   g e t  th r o u g h   th e m . 

l i e   w r o te  

n o   m o re .  H e   h a d   g iv e n   th e   w o r ld   h is   b e st, a n d   th e  w o r ld re je c te d   i t . 

H e   k n e w   lie   c o u ld   n e v e r  d o   b e tte r   th a n   ho  

h a d   d one. 

W h y   seek  to   m u l t i p l y   suspense  a n d   f a ilu r e   ? 

l i e   liv e d   m e a n w h ile — o r  s ta rv e d — o n   d a ily  jo u r n a lis m . 

H e   n e v e r  m a r r ie d ;  w h o   c o u ld   m a r r y   o n   t h a t   p itta n c e  ? 

T h e re   h a d   been  a   P h y llis   once :  she  a cc e p te d  a n  a tto r n e y . 

H is   lo v e   d ie d   d o w n ;  b u t   he  h a d   s t i l l   th e   G r e a t  P o e t’s fr ie n d s h ip   to   c o n s o le   h im . 

O n e   d a y   w h e n   th e   b ro k e n   s o u l  w a s   o v e r  s e v e n ty ,  a u d w e a k ,  a n d   i l l ,   a n d   w e a rie d   o u t,  a n d   d y in g ,   a  le t t e r   cam e i n   a  c re s te d   e n v e lo p e   fro m   th e   G r e a t  P o e t,  n o w   r ic h   a u d m ig h t y ,   a n d   th e   r e fu s e r   o f  a  b a ro n e tc y . 

“  M y   d e a u   A r t h u r ,”   i t   s a id ,  j u s t   as  f r ie n d ly   as  e v e r, 

“  I   se n d   y o u   h e r e w ith   a  c h a r m in g  w e e  v o lu m e   o f  f u g it iv e v e rs e   b y   a   fo r g o tte n   a u t h o r — m id d le   o f   th e   c e n t u r y —  

n a m e   u n k n o w n ,  b u t   in s p ir a tio n   u n d e n ia b le — w h ic h   o u r f r ie n d   th e   C r it ic ,   ra n s a c k in g   th e   b o o k s ta lls ,  q u it e   la t e ly u n e a r th e d   f o r   m e. 

I ’m   s u re   y o u ’l l   lik e   i t ,   f o r   th e   v e rso  

h as  t h a t   r i n g   a n d   a ll  th o se   d e lic a te   q u a litie s   w h ic h   I k n o w   y o u   a p p re c ia te   m o re  th a n   a n y  m a n  l iv in g .   T h e y ’ re t r u e   l i t t l e   g e m s . 

I ’m   s im p ly   c h a rm e d   w i t h   th e m .  P ra y  

re a d   a n d   tre a s u re . 

“   Y o u rs   e v e r, 

“ T h e   P o e t ." 

W i t h   t r e m b lin g   fin g e rs   o f  p re s e n tim e n t,  th e   w o rn   o ld m a n   u n t ie d   th e   k n o tte d   s tr in g ,   a n d   s ta re d   h a rd   a t  th e v o lu m e . 

H e   k n e w   i t   a t   a  g la n c e . 

I t   w a s  “  P h y llis 's  

 G a rd e n  ”   /
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W e a k   a n d   i l l   as  lio   w a s ,  ho  to o k   th o   f i r s t   t r a i n   t h a t w o u ld   b r in g   h im   d o w n   to   th o   G r e a t  T o o t’s  g r o a t  n e w hou se   a t C ro w b o ro u g h .  W i t h  a b u r n in g  h e a rt h e   d ra g g e d h im s e lf   to   th e   d o o r ;   w h o   w a s   he  t h a t   h e   s h o u ld   r id e ? 

a n d   a  f l y   th r e e   s h illin g s  I 

T h o   B a r d   w a s   a t   h om e . 

A r t h u r   M a n n in g h a m   s ta g g e re d   in . 

W it h o u t   o n e   s p o k e n  

w o r d ,  h o   seized  h is   f r ie n d ’ s  a rm ,  a n d   p u lle d   h im   o n   to th e   l i b r a r y .   T h e r e ,  in   a  w e ll- k n o w n   c o rn e r,  h o   selected fr o m   a  s p e c ia lly   d u s ty   s h e lf   a  w e ll- k n o w n   b o o k ,  w h o se p la c e   h o   h a d   o fte n   n o te d   in   h is   m in d   b e fo re ,  b u t   w h ic h n e v e r  t i l l   t h a t   d a y   h a d   h o   v e n tu r e d   to   ta k e   d o w n . 

H e  

to o k   i t   d o w n   n o w ,  a n d   h a n d e d   i t — a ll  u n c u t   as  i t   w a s te   th o   G r e a t  P o e t.  T h o   B a r d  o p e n e d  th e  p a g e  w o n d e r in g . 

O n   th o   f l y - l t a f   h e   re a d   i n   A r t h u r   M a n n in g b a m ’s  h a n d th e s e   fe w   s h o rt  w o rd s ,  “  T o   th e   P rin c e   o f  P o o ts ,  fr o m   h is a ffe c tio n a te  a n d   c o n fid in g   fr ie n d ,  th o   A u t h o r . ” 

“   Y o u   p ro m is e d   y o u ’d   re a d   i t , ”   A r t h u r   M a n n in g h a m fa lte r e d  o u t ;  “  a n d   n o w , I  see, y o u ’ v e  k e p t  y o u r  p r o m is e ! ” 

H e   d ie d   t h a t   n ig h t   in   th o   G re a t  P o e t’s  a rm s . 

A n d   th e  

w o r ld   h a s  ta k e n   s ix   e d itio n s   s in ce   o f   “ P h y llis ’s  G a rd e n .” 

T H E   E N D . 

PRINTED  BY  WILLIAM  CLOWES  AND  SONS,  LIM ITED ,  LONDON  AND  BECCLES. 
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SI  Hist  of  iSoofts

P U B L I S H E D   B Y

C H A T T O   &  W I N D U S

214,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 

 S o ld  by a ll Booksellers, or sent post-free fo r   the  published  price by  the  Publishers.  

ABOUT.—THE  FELLAH :  A n   E g y p t ia n   N o v e l.  B y   E u m o n d   A b o u t . 

T r a n s l a t e d   b y   S i r   R a n d a l   R o b e r t s . 

P o s t  8 v o ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  g * . 

ADAMS  (W .  DAVENPORT),  WORKS  BY. 

A   D I C T I O N A R Y   O F   T H E   D R A M A .  B e in g   a   c o m p r e h e n s iv e   G u id e   t o   th e   P l a y s , P l a y w r i g h t s ,   P l a y e r s ,  a n d   P l a y h o u s e s   o f   th e   U n it e d   K in g d o m   a n d   A m e r ic a . 

C r o w n   8 vo   h a lf- b o u n d ,  l * J a .   U « l. 

 [Preparing, 

Q U I P S   A N D   Q U I D D I T I E S .   S e le c t e d   b y   W .   D .  A d a m s .  P o s t  8 vo , c lo th   lim p , t ! » . tf « l. 

AGONY  COLUMN  (THE)  OF  “ THE  TIMES,”   from  1800  to  1870. 

E d ite d ,  w it h   a n   I n t r o d u c t io n ,  b y   A l i c e   C l a y . 

P o s t  8 vo , c lo t h   lim p , 

O i l . ______

AIDE  (HAMILTON),  WORKS  B Y.  Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards, tin. each. 

C A R R   O F   O A R R L Y O N . 

I  C O N F I D E N C E S . 

ALBERT.-BRO0KE  FINCHLEY’S  DAUGHTER.  B y  M a r y   A l b e r t . 

P o s t  8 vo ,  p ic t u r e   b o a r d s ,  t i n . ;  c lo th   lim p ,  H u .  S t l . 

ALDEN.— A LOST SOUL.  B y   \V .  L .  A l d e n .  I 'c a p .  8 v o , c l.  b d s .,  l . .   (id. 

ALEXANDER (MRS.),  NOVELS  B Y T  Post  8vo, illustrated  boards, ill. each. 

M A I D ,  W I F E ,   O R   W I D 0W 7 

I  V A L E R I E ’ B   F A T E . 

ALLEN  (F.  M.).—GREEN  AS  GRASS.  B y   F .  M .  A l l e n ,  A u t h o r   o f

“ T h r o u g h   G r e e n   G la s s e s . " 

F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   J.  S m y t h .  C r .   8vn,  c lo t h   e x .,   8 * .   O i l . 

ALLEN  (GRANT).  WORKS  BY.  C row n  Hvo,  cloth extra,  O n.  each, 

T H E   E V O L U T I O N I S T   A T   L A R G E . 

|  C O L I N   C L O U T ’ S   C A L E N D A R . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a , I N .   O i l .   e a c h   ;  p o s t  8 v o ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  t i n .   e a c h . 

U 1 T . T Q T 1 B  

V A R   M H M T I S B   R A U P  

I 

P H I L I S T I A . 

T H E   T E N T S   O F   S H E M

F O R   M A I M I E ’ S   S A K E . 

B A B Y L O N . 

I N   A L L   S H A D E S . 

T H E   G R E A T   T A B O O . 

S T R A N G E   S T O R I E S . 

T H E   D E V I L ’ S   D I E . 

D U M A R E S Q ’ S   D A U G H T E R . 

B E C K O N I N G   H A N D . 

T H I S   M O R T A L   C O I L . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  d o t h   e x t r a ,  t i n .   O i l .   e a c h . 

T H E   D U C H E S S   O F   P O W Y S L A N D . 

I 

B L O O D   R O Y A L . 

I V A N   G R E E T ’ S   M A S T E R P I E C E ,   & c . 

W i t h   a   F r o n t is p ie c e . 

, 

f  Shortly. 

AMERICAN  LITERATURE, A LIB R AR Y  OF, from  the  E arliest  Settle-m e n t  t o   t h e   P r e s e n t   T i m e . 

C o m p ile d   a n d   E d it e d   b y   E d m u n d   C l a r e n c e   S t k d m a m a n d   E l l e n   M a c k a y   H u t c h i n s o n .  E l e v e n  V o ls .,  r o y a l  8 v o ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  <CO  1*4* . 

ARCHITECTURAL  STYLES.  A  HANDBOOK  OF.  B y A.  RosT ngar. 

t e n .  T r a n s l a t e d   b y   W .   C o l l e t t - S a n d a r s .  W i t h  639  I ll u s t s .   C r .   8vo,  c l.   e x . ,   T * .   O i l . 

ART  (THE)  OF  AMUSING:  A  C o llectio n   of  G ra ce fu l  A rts,  G a m e s , T r i c k s ,   P u z z le s ,  a n d   C h a r a d e s .  B y   F r a n k  B e l l e w .  300 Illn s t* .  C r .  8 vo , c l .  e x. , 4M S « l. 

ARNOLD  (EDWIN  LESTER),  WORKS  BT. 

T H E   W O N D E R F U L   A D V E N T U R E S  O F   P H R A   T H E   P H O S N I C I A N .  W i t h  I n t r o d u c tio n   b y   S i r   E d w i n   A r n o l d , a n d   12  I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   H .  M .  P a g e t .  C r o w n   8 vo , c lo t h   e x t r a ,  Jl«*.  O i l . ;  p o s t  8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  !£». 

T H E   C O N S T A B L E   O F   S T .  N I C H O L A S .   C r o w n   8 v o ,  c lo t h ,  3 s .   O i l . 

 [Shortly.  

B I R D   L I F E   IN   E N G L A N D .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  6 s . 
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B O O K S   P U B L I S H E D   BY

ARTEMUS  WARD’S  WORKS.  W ith  Portrait  and  Facsim ile.  Crow n

b vo ,  c lo th   e x tr a , 7 m. O i l . — A ls o  a Popular E d ition, p o s t  8 v o , p ic t u r e   b o a r d s , 4 m.  

T H E   O K N I A L   S H O W M A N   :  L i fe   and A d v e n t u r e s   o f  A rtemus  W a r d .  Hy E dward P .  H inoston.  W i t h   a F r o n t is p ie c e .  C i o w n   B v o,  c lo th   e x t r a ,  i t a .   O i l . 

ASHTON  (JOHN),  WORKS  BY.  C row n   Bvo,  cloth  extra, 7n. till. each. 

H I S T O R Y   O F   T H E   C H A P - B O O K S   O F   T H E   18th   C E N T U R Y .  W ith   334  U lu s ts . 

S O C I A L   L I F E   IN   T H E   R E I O N   O F   Q U E E N   A N N E .  W it h   Hi  I llu s tr a tio n s . 

H U M O U R ,  W I T ,   A N D   S A T I R E   O F   S E V E N T E E N T H   C E N T U R Y . 

W ith   82  I llu s ts . 

E N O L I S H   C A R I C A T U R E   A N D   S A T I R E   O N   N A P O L E O N   T H E   F I R S T .   11 5   I llu s ts . 

M O D E R N   S T R E E T   B A L L A D S . 

W ith   S7  I llu s tr a tio n s . 

RACTERIA. -  A  SYNOPSIS  OF  THE “ BACTERIA  AND  YEAST

 13  F U N O I   A N D   A L L I E D   S P E C I E S .  H y  W .  H.  G r o v e ,  U .A .  W it h   87  I llu s tr a tio n s . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  H i .   O i l . 

BARDSLEY  (REV.  C.  W.),  WORKS  BY. 

E N O L I S H   S U R N A M E S :   T h e i r   S o u r c e s   a n d   S itm ilic a tio n s . 

C r .  Rvo.  c lo th , 7 m. O i l . 

C U R I O S I T I E S   O F   P U R I T A N   N O M E N C L A T U R E . 

(  ro w n   B vo.  c lo th   e x ir n ,  O n*

BARING  GOULD  (S., Author of  "John  Herrin"," Ac.),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   B vo,  c lo t h   e x t r a , 4 m. O i l .   e a c l i ;  p o s t   Bvo,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , 4 m. e a c h . 

R E D   S P I D E R . 

________________ |  EYE._______________________

BARRETT  (FRANK, Author of " Lady  Biddy  Fane,'  )  NOVELS  BY. 

P o s t   B vo,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , 4 m. e a c h ;   c lo t h , 4 m. O i l .   e a c h . 

------------------ --------------------  

A   P R 0 D I 0 A L . S   p r o g r e s s . 

F E T T E R E D   F O R   L I F E . 

T H E   S IN   O F   O L G A   Z A S S O U L I C H . 

J O H N   F O R D ;   an d  H I S   H E L P M A T E . 

B E T W E E N   L I F E   A N D   D E A T H . 

A   R E C O I L I N G   V E N G E A N C E . 

F O L L Y   M O R R I S O N .  |  H O N E S T   D A Y I E . 

F O U N D   O U I L T Y . 

L I E U T .   B A R N A B A S . 

F O R   L O Y E   A N D   H O N O U R . 

L I T T L E   L A D Y   L I N T O N . 

BEACONSFlELD,  LORD:  A   Biography.  By  T. 1’.  O'Connok,  M.B. 

S ix t h   E d it io n ,  w ith   a n   I n t r o d u c t io n .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo th   e x t r a .  A * . 

BEAUCHAMP.—GRANTLEY  GRANGE:  A   N ovel. 

B y   B u r r s u v

B e a u c h a m p . 

P o s t  Bvo,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  4 m. 

_________  

_ _ _ _

BEAUTIFUL  PICTURES  BY  BRITISH  ARTISTS :~ A- Gathering  of

F a v o u r it e s   fr o m   o u r  P ic t u r e   G a l le r i e s ,   b e a u t ifu lly  e n g r a v e d   o n   S t e e l. 

W it h   N o t ic e s  

of  th e   A r t is t s   b y   S y d n e y   A r m y t a o k .  M. A.   I m p e r ia l  ,|to,  c l o t h   e x ti  •. 

e de c s . 4 I n. 

BECHSTEIN.  -AS  PRETTY  AS  SEVEN,  aud  other  Germ an  Stories. 

C o ll e c t e d   b y   L u d w i g   B e c h s t e i n . 

W ith   A d d it io n a l  T a l e s   b y   th e   B r o t h e r s   G r i m m , a n d q8 I llu s t r a t io n s   b y  R i c h t e r .  S q u a r e  Bvo, c lo th  e x t r a . H m^ H i I . ;   c i It  edges, 7 m.  l i d . 

BEERBOHM.—WANDERINGS  IN  PATAfiONlA:  or,  Life  among  the

O s t r ic h   H u n te r s . 

B y   J u l i u s   B e e r b o h m .  W it h   I llu s ts . 

C r .  8 vo ,  c l.  e x tr a , 3 m. M il. 

S E N N W T ^W .  C.,  LL.D.),  WORKS  BY.  Post  Bvo, cloth  lim p.  4m.  each. 

A   B A L L A D   H I S T O R Y   O F   E N G L A N D .  |  S O N G S   F O R   S A I L O R S . 

BESANT  (WALTER),  NOVELS  BY. 

-----------

C r .  Bvo.  c l. e x .,   4 m.  O i l .   e a c h   ;  p o st  Bvo.  illu s t.  b d s ., 4 « .  e a c h   ;  c l.  lim p ,  4 m.  O i l .   e a c h . 

A L L   S O R T S   A N D   C O N D I T I O N S   O F   M E N .  W ith   I llu s t r a t io n s   by  F r e d .  B a r n a u l ). 

T H E   C A P T A I N S '  R O O M ,  & c . 

W it h   F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   E .   J.  W h e e l e r . 

A L L   I N   A   G A R D E N   F A I R .   W i t h   6  I llu s t r a t io n s   by  H a r r y   F u r n i s s . 

D O R O T H Y   F O R S T E R . 

W it h   F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   C h a r i .e s   G ref.n . 

U N C L E   J A C K ,   a n d   o th e r   S t o r ie s  

I 

C H I L D R E N   O F   G I B E O N . 

T H E   W O R L D   W E N T   V E R Y   W E L L   T H E N .  W it h   12  I llu s t r a t io n s  b y  A .  F o r e s t i e r . 

H E R R   P A U L U S :   H is   R is e ,  h is   G r e a t n e s s ,  a n d   h is   F a ll. 

F O R   F A I T H   A N D   F R E E D O M . 

W i t h   I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   A . F o r e s t i e r   a n d   F.  W a d d y . 

T O   C A L L   H E R   M I N E .  & c . 

W i t h   o  I llu s t r a t io n s   by  A .  F o r e s t i e r , 

T H E   B E L L   O F   S T .  P A U L ’ S . 

1 H E   H O L Y   R O S E .& c .  W ith  F r o n tis p ie c e   b y  F . B a r n a r d . 

A R M O R E L   O F   L Y O N E S S E :   A   R o m a n c e   o f  T o   d a y .  W i t h   12 I llu s t s   b v F   R i r n a r o S T .  K A T H E R I N E ’ S   B Y   T H E   T O W E R . 

W i t h   12  p a g e   I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   C .  G r e e n .  * 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  .*1m.   O i l .   e a c h . 

Y E R B E N A   C A M E L L I A   S T E P H A N O T I S ,   &c.  F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   G o r d o n   B r o w n p . 

T H E   I V O R Y   G A T E :   A   N o v e l. 

_______________  

 [ Shortly. 

F I F T Y   Y E A R S   A G O . 

W i t h   144  P l a t e s   a n d   W o o d c u t s .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a    Hh, T H E   E U L O G Y _ O F _ R I C H A R D   J E F F E R I E S . 

W i t h  P o r t r a it . 

C r .  B vo,  c l.  e x t r a ,  O m< 

T H E   A R T   O F   F I C T I O N . 

D e m y   8 v o , 1m. 

L O N D O N . 

W i t h   124  I ll u s t r a t io n s . 

D e m y   8 vo ,  c lo th   e x t r a ,   I S i . 

T H E   R E B E L   Q U E E N ;   A Novel.  T h r e e   V o ls ., crown 8vo, 

 [Shortly, 
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CHATTO   8c  WINDUS,  214,  PICCADILLY. 

3

BESANT  (WALTER)  AND  JAMES  RICE,  NOVELS  BY. 

C i .   Hvo. cI.  cx ..  .*!«.  l i d .   e a c h   :  post  Hvo.  illu s t.  b ds.,  ! | n.  e a c h  ;  c l.  limp,  J n.  t il l.   e a c h . 

R E A D Y - M O N E Y   M O R T I B O Y . 

B Y   C E L I A ’ S   A R B O U R . 

----

M --

Y  ----

L -I--

T----

T --

L --

E  ----

O --

I --

R - 

L . 

T H E   C H A P L A I N   O F   T H E   F L E E T . 

W I T H   H A R P   A N D   C R O W N . 

T H E   S E A M Y   S I D E . 

T H I S   S O N   O F   V U L C A N . 

T H E   C A S E   O F   M R .  L U C R A F T , 

T H E   G O L D E N   B U T T E R F L Y . 

’ T W A S   IN   T R A F A L G A R ’ S   L A Y ,   A c . 

T H E   M O N K S   O F   T H E L E M A . 

T H E   T E N   Y E A R S ’  T E N A N T ,  Ac

T h o r o   l i   a l s o   a   L I B R A R Y   E D I T I O N   o f  t h e   a b o v e   T w o l v o   V o lu m e s ,  h a n d s o m e ly s e t  In  n o w   t y p o ,  o n   a   la r g o   c r o w n   8 vo   p a g o .  a n d   b o u n d   in   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   ( i t .   o a c h . 

BEWICK  (THOMAS)  AND  HIS  PUPILS,  "ily  A u s t in   D o d s u n .  With ()',  I ll n-ti  .ill  ois. 

Sqn . ii o  Hvo,  c l o ' l i   c x i i a ,   f t h  

_______________________________________

BIERCE.—IN  THE  MIDST  OF  LIF E :  T a le s o f  Soldiers and C ivilia n s, liy   A m u k o s k   B i e r c e .  C r o w n   Hvo,  c lo t h   e x tr a , pi  t  Hvo.  illn  tin t e d   l>  m rd s ,  ‘J * , 

BLACKBURN’S  (HENRY)  ART  HANDBOOKS. 

A C A D E M Y   N O T E S ,  s e p a r a t e   y e a r s ,  fro m   1879  1887,  1889  1892,  e a c h   f « . 

A C A D E M Y   N O T E S ,  1873. 

W ith   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

1* . 

A C A D E M Y   N O T E S ,  1873  79.  C o m p le t e   in   O n e  V o l., w ith  Too  Illu sts.  C lo t h   lim p ,  ll«i. 

A C A D E M Y   N O T E S ,  1880  84.  C o m p le t e  in   O n e  V o l.  w ith  70.  Illu s ts.  C lo t h   lim p , llw , G R O S V E N O K   N O T E S ,  1877.  O i l . 

G R O S V E N O R   N O T E S , s e p a r a t e   y e a r s ,  fro m   1878  to  1890,  e a c h   I n. 

G R O S V E N O R   N O T E S ,  V o l.  I.,  1877  82.  W ith   300  Illu s ts .  D e m y   Hvo,  c lo th   lim p ,I I * . 

G R O S Y E N O R   N O T E S ,  V o l  I I . , 1833-87.  W ith   300  Illu s ts.  D e m y   Hvo,  c lo th   lim p , O n. 

T H E   N E W   G A L L E R Y ,   1838- 1892.  W it h   n u m e r o u s   I llu s tr a tio n s ,  e a c h   I n . 

T H E   N E W   G A L L E R Y ,   1893. 

W it h   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

I n. 

T H E   N E W   G A L L E R Y ,   V o l.  I ..  1888  1892.  W i t h   250  Illu s ts . 

D e m y   8 vo ,  c lo t h ,  O n. 

E N G L I S H   P I C T U R E S   A T   T H E   N A T I O N A L   G A L L E R Y . 

114  I llu s tr a tio n s . 

!■ *. 

O L D   M A S T E R S   A T   T H E   N A T I O N A L   G A L L E R Y . 

123  I llu s t r a t io n s . 

I t .   O i l . 

I L L U S T R A T E D   C A T A L O G U E   T O   T H E   N A T I O N A L   G A L L E R Y .  z ,i  I U u s ls . c l.,  :t-.  

T H E   P A R I S   S A L O N ,  1893. 

W ith   F a c s im ile   S k e t c h e s . 

: l - . 

T H E   P A R I S   S O C I E T Y   O F   F I N E   A R T S ,   1893.  W it h   S k e t c h e s .  :»«. 0,1. 

 \Slwillv. 

BLAKE (W ILLIA M ):  I n .l ia -p r o o f E t c h in g s   fr o m   h is   W o r k s   b y   W ii.i. ia m B e l l  S c o t t . 

W i t h   d e s c r ip t iv e   T e x t . 

F o lio .  h aM -b o u n d   b o a r d s ,  ‘J I n . 

BLIND  (MATHILDE). Poem s  by.  C ro w n  8vo,  clo th   extra, 5s. each. 

T H E   A S C E N T   O F   M A N . 

D R A M A S   IN  M I N I A T U R E . 

W i t h   a  F r o n t i s p i e c e   b y   F o r d   M a d o x  D r o w n . 

S O N G S   A N D   S O N N E T S . 

F c n p .  Hvo,  v e llu m   a n d  g o ld .__________________________

BOURNE  (H.  R.  FOX),  WORKS  BY. 

E N G L I S H   M E R C H A N T S :  M e m o ir s   in   I llu s t r a t io n   o f   th e   P r o g r e s s   o f   B r it is h   C o m m e r c e . 

W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

C r o w n   Hvo,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  7* .   l i d . 

E N G L I S H   N E W S P A P E R S :  T h e  H is t o r y  o f  J o u r n a lis m . T w o  V o ls .. d e m y  H v o ,cl., *45* . 

T H E   O T H E R   S I D E   O F   T H E   E M I N   P A S H A   R E L I E F   E X P E D I T I O N . 

C r o w n   Hvo, 

c lo th   e x t r a ,  lis t. 

BOWERS.—LEAVES  FROM  A  HUNTING  JOURNAL,  liy CJeoklk

B o w e r s . 

O b lo n g   fo lio ,  h a lf- b o u n d .  t i l w . 

BOYLE  (FREDERICK),  WORKS  BY.  Post  8vo. illustrated Doards, 

e ac h. 

C H R O N I C L E S   O F   N O - M A N 'S   L A N D .  | 

C A M P   N O T E S . 

S A V A G E   L I F E . 

C r o w n   8 vo .  c lo th   e x t r a ,  J fs .  lid . :  post  S vo ,  p ic tu r e   b o a rd s,  *£««. 

BRAND’S  OBSERVATIONS  ON  POPULAR  ANTIQUITIES;  chieffy

illu s t r a t in g   th e  O r ig in   o f  o u r   V u lg a r   C u s to m s ,  C e r e m o n ie s ,  a m i  S u p e r s t it io n s . 

W it h  

th e   A d d it io n s   < f   S i r   H e n r y   E l l i s , a n d   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

H vo.  c lo th   c v t i a,  7* .  <>«!. 

BREWER  (REV7 DR7),  WORKS  BYT

T H E   R E A D E R ’ S   H A N D B O O K   O F   A L L U S I O N S ,   R E F E R E N C E S ,   P L O T S ,  A N D  

S T O R I E S . 

F ifte e n th   T h o u s a n d . 

C r o w n   * v o ,  c lo tli  e x t r a ,   7* .  l i d . 

A U T H O R S   A N D   T H E I R   W O R K S ,   W I T H   T H E   D A T E S :   B e in g   th e  A p p e n d ic e s   to 

" T h e   R e a d e r 's   H a n d b o o k ,”   s e p a r a t e ly  p r in te d . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h  litn p , 

A   D I C T I O N A R Y   O F   M I R A C L E S . 

C r o w n   Hvo,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  7*.   l i d . 

BREWSTER  (SIR  DAVID),  WORKS  BY.  Post  8vo cl,  ex.  4n. I5d. each. 

M O R E   W O R L D S   T H A N   O N E :   C r e e d   o t  P h ilo s o p h e r   a n d   H o p e  o f  C h r is t ia n .  P la te s . 

T H E   M A R T Y R S  O F   S C I E N C E :   G a l i l e o , T y c h o  B r a i i k . a n d   K e p l e r .  W i t h   P o r tr a its . 

L E T T E R S   O N   N A T U R A L   M A G I C .  W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

BRILLAT-SAVARIN.-GASTRONOMY AS A FINE ART.  B y   B r i l l a t . 

Savauin,  T r a n s la t e d   b y   R ,  E .  A n d k k p o n ,  M ,A .  P o s t  S vo ,  h a lf-b o u n d ,  £ « •

i
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BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY

BRET  HARTE,  WORKS  BY. 

L I B R A R Y   E D I T I O N . 

In   S e v e n   V o lu m e s ,  c r o w n   8 vc,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  G a .   e a c h . 

B R E T   H A R T E ’ S   C O L L E C T E D   W O R K S .  A r r a n g e d  a n d   R e v is e d   b y   th e   A u th o r . 

V o l. 

I.  C o m p l e t e   P o e t i c a l   a n d   D r a m a t i c   W o r k s .  W i t h   S t e e l  P o r t r a it . 

V o l.  I I .  L u c k   o f  R o a r i n g   C a m p — B o h e m i a n   P a p e r s — A m e r i c a n   L e g e n d s . 

V o l.   I I I .   T a l e s   o f   t h e   A r q o n a u t s — E a s t e r n   S k e t c h e s . 

V o l.  I V .  G a b r i e l   C o n r o y .  |  V o l.  V .  S t o r i e s —C o n d e n s e d   N o v e l s ,  & c . 

V o l .   V I .  T a l e s   o f   t h e  P a c i f i c   S l o p e . 

V o l . V I I .   T a l e s   of  t h e   P a c i f i c   S l o p e — 21.  W it h   P o r t r a it   by  J o h n   P e t t i e ,  R .A . 

T H E   S E L E C T   W O R K S   O P   B R E T   H A R T E , in   P r o s e  a n d   P o e t r y W i t h  I n t r o d u c t o r y  

E s s a y   b y   I.  M .  B e l l e w , P o r t r a it  o f  A u t h o r , a n d   50  I llu s t s .  C r .8 v o ,  c l.  e x ..  7m.   f i d . 

B R E T   H A R T E ’ S   P O E T I C A L   W O R K S .   H a n d -m a d e  p a p e r  &  b u c k r a m .  C r .8 v o , 4 a . G d . 

T H E   Q U E E N   O F   T H E   P I R A T E   I S L E . 

W it h   28  o r i g in a l  D r a w in g s   b y   K a t e  

G r e e n a w a y , r e p r o d u c e d   in   C o lo u r s   b y   E d m u n d  E v a n s .  S m a l l  4 t o ,c lo t h ,  *Ja. 

C r o w n   8 vo , c lo t h   e x t r a ,  3 a .  G d .   e a c h . 

A   W A I P   O F   T H E   P L A I N S . 

W i t h   60  I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   S t a n l e y   L .   W o o d . 

A   W A R D   O P   T H E   G O L D E N   G A T E .   W i t h   59  I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   S t a n l e y   L .  W o o d A   S A P P H O   O P   G R E E N   S P R I N G S ,   & c . 

W i t h   T w o   I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   H u m e   N i s b k t  

C O L O N E L   S T A R B O T T L E ’ S   C L I E N T ,   A N D   S O M E   O T H E R   P E O P L E . 

W i t h   a 

F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   F r e d .  B a r n a r d . 

S U S Y :   A   N o v e l. 

W i t h   F r o n t is p ie c e   a n d   V i g n e t t e   b y   J.  A .  C h r i s t i e . 

S A L L Y   D O W S ,  & c .   W i t h   47  I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   W .   D.   A l m o n d ,  & c. 

P o s t   8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  3 a .  e a c h . 

G A B R I E L   C O N R O Y . 

I  T H E   L U C K   O F   R O A R I N G   C A M P .  & c . 

A N   H E I R E S S   O F   R E D   D O G ,  & c . 

|  C A L I F O R N I A N   S T O R I E S . 

P o s t   8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  9 a .  e a c h ;  c lo th   lim p ,  9 a .  ( i d .   e a c h . 

F L I P . 

| 

M A R U J A . 

_______ | 

A   P H Y L L I S   O F   T H E   S I E R R A S . 

F c a p .   8 vo .  p ic t u r e   c o v e r ,   I n .   e a c h . 

T H E   T W I N S  O F   T A B L E   M O U N T A I N .  I 

J E F F   B R I G G S ’ S   L O Y E   S T O R Y . 

S N O W   B O U N D   A T   E A G L E ’ S . 

i

BRYDGES.-UNCLE  SAM  AT  HOME.  By  H a r o l d   B r y d g e s .  I ’ost

8 vo ,  i l lu s tr a te d   b o a r d s ,  i f . . ;  c lo t h  lim p ,  i t . .   O i l . _____________

BUCHANAN’S  (ROBERT)  WORKS.  C row n 8vo, cloth  extra,  O a.  each. 

S E L E C T E D   P O E M S   O F   R O B E R T   B U C H A N A N .  W it h   F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   T .   D a l z i e l T H E   E A R T H Q U A K E ;   o r,  S i x   D a y s  a n d   a   S a b b a t h . 

T H E   C I T Y   O F   D R E A M :   A n   E p i c   P o e m . 

W i t h   T w o  I ll u s t r a t io n s   b y   P ,  M a c n a b . 

T H E   W A N D E R I N G   J E W :  A   C h r is t m a s   C a r o l .  S e c o n d   E d it io n . 

T H E   O U T C A S T :   A   R h y m e   f o r   t h e   T im e . 

W i t h   15  I ll u s t r a t io n s   b y   R u d o l f   B l i n d , 

P e t e r   M a c n a b ,  a nd  H u m e   N i r b e t .  S m a ll  d e m y   8 v o ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  Wn. 

R O B E R T   B U C H A N A N ’ S   C O M P L E T E   P O E T I C A L   W O R K S .   W i t h   S t e e l- p la t e   P o r t r a i t .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo th  e x t r a , 7 a.  G d . _________

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a , 3 a. G d .   e a c h ;   p o s t   8 vo,  illu s t r a t e d   boards, 9 a. e a c h . 

T H E   S H A D O W   O F   T H E   S W O R D . 

L O Y E   M E   F O R   E Y E R . 

F r o n ti sp ie ce . 

A   C H I L D   O F   N A T U R E .   F r o n t is p ie c e . 

A N N A N   W A T E R .   |  F O X G L O V E   M A N O R . 

G O D   A N D   T H E   M A N .  W i t h   n   I llu s -  

T H E   N E W   A B E L A R D . 

t r a ti o ns  b y   F r e d .  B a r n a r d . 

M A T T :  A  S t o r y   o f  a   C a r a v a n . 

F r o n t . 

T H E   M A R T Y R D O M   O F   M A D E L I N E . 

T H E   M A S T E R   O F   T H E   M I N E . 

F r o n t . 

W i t h   F r o n t is p ie c e   b y  A .  W .  C o o p e r . 

T H E   H E I R   O F   L I N N E . 

BURTON  (C A P T A IN ).-T H E   BOOK  OF  THE  SWORD f B d n g   a

I li s t o r y   o i  th e   S w o r d   a n d   its   U s e   in   a ll  C o u n t r ie s ,  Ir o in   th e   E a r l i e s t   T im e s . 

B y  

R i c h a r d   F .  B u r t o n . 

W i t h   o v e r   400  I llu s t r a t io n s .  S q u a r e   8 vo , c lo t h   e x tr a .  3 9 a . 

c u r t o n T r o b e r t l

T H E   A N A T O M Y   O F   M E L A N C H O L Y :   A   N e w   E d it io n ,  w it h   t r a n s la t io n s   o f   th e C la s s ic a l  E x t r a c t s .   D e m y   8 v o ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  7m*  ( i d . 

M E L A N C H O L Y   A N A T O M I S E D  

B e in g   a n   A b r id g m e n t,  fo r   p o p u la r   u s e ,  o f   B u r t o n ’ s A n a t o m y   o f   M e l a n c h o l y . 

P o s t   8 vo , c l o t h   lim p . 9 a.  G d . ___

CAINE T t THALL),  NOVELS  BY.  C row n   8vo,  cloth   extra, 3 a.  G d .  each; 

^  

p o s t  o v o ,  i l lu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  9 a .  e a c h ;  c lo t h   lim p , 9 a. G d .   e a c h . 

S H A D O W   O F   A   C R I M E . 

---

A   --

S----

O -

N --

--

O----

P   ----

H --

A --

G --

A--

R . 

|  T H E   D E E M S T E R . 

CAMERON  (COMMANDER). 

THE  CRUISE  OF  THE  “ BLACK

P R I N C E ”   P R I V A T E E R .   B y   V .  IL o v e t t   C a m e r o n ,  R .N .,  C .B .   W i t h   T w o   I llu s t r a tio n s   b y   P.  M a c n a b .  C r o w n   8 vo .  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  5 n . ;  p o s t 8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s   t i s . 

CAMERON (MRS.  H.  LOVETT), NOVELS  BY7 P o st8 vo , M u st. b d s M 9a , each. 

J U L I E T 'S   G U A R D I A N , 

* 

|  D E C E I V E R S   E Y E R , 
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C1 IATT0  &  WINOUS,  214,  PICCADILLY. 
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CARLYLE  (THOMAS)  ON  THE  CHOICE  OF  BOOKS. W ith   L ife

b y   R.   H .  S h e p h e r d ,  a n d   T h r e e   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

R o s t  8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  l « .   4i* l. 

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E   O F   T H O M A S   C A R L Y L E   A N D   R .  W .   E M E R S O N ,  1834  to   1872. 

E d it e d   b y   C .   E .   N o r t o n . 

W it h   P o r t r a it s ,  T w o   V o ls ., c r o w n   8 vo .  c lo t h ,  ! l   I n . 

CARLYLE (JANE  WELSH),  LIFE OF."  B y   M r s .  A l e x a n d e r   I r e l a n d . 

W ith   P o r t r a i t a n d   F a c s im ile   L e t t e r .  S m a l l  d e m y   8 v o ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  1 *.   < h l. 

CHAPMAN’S  (GEORGE)  WORKS.  Vol.  I. contains  the  P la y s  com plete, 

in c lu d in g   th e   d o u b t fu l  o n e s . 

V o l.  I I .,  th e   P o e m s   a n d   M in o r   T r a n s l a t io n s ,   w ith   a n I n t r o d u c t o r y   E s s a y   b y   A l g e r n o n   C h a r l e s   S w i n b u r n e .  V o l.   I I I .,   t h e   T r a n s l a t io n s of  the  Iliad and  Odyssey.  Three Vols., crown 8vo,  cloth extra, 

each. 

CHATTO AND'JACKSON.--A  TREATISE  ON  WOOD  ENGRAVING, 

H is t o r ic a l  a n d   P r a c t ic a l . 

B y   W i l l i a m   A n d r e w   C h a t t o  a n d   Jo h n   J a c k s o n .  W i t h a n   A d d it io n a l  C h a p t e r   b y  H e n r y  G .  B o h n ,  a n d  450  fin e   B la s t s .  L arsio 4to,  h f.- b d .,  ‘2* * . 

CHAUCER  FOR  CHILDREN :  A   G o ld e n   K e y .  B y   Airs.  H .  I t .  H a w e i s . 

W ith   8  C o lo u r e d   P la te s   a n d   30  W o o d c u t s , 

S m a l l  .jto,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  O * . 

C H A U C E R   F O R   S C H O O L S .  B y   M rs.  I I .  R .  H a w k i s .  D e m y S v o .  c lo th   lim p ,  2 * .  l( « l. 

CLARE.-FOR  THE  LOVE  OF  A  LASS :  A  Tide  of  Tyned.de.  By

A u s t i n   C l a r k . 

P o s t   8 vo ,  p ic t u r e   b o a r d s ,  2 * . ;   c lo ih   lim p .  2 * .   ( i d . 

CLIVE  (MRS.  ARCHER),  NOVELS  BY.  Posi tvo, iii„st. hoards,  -in.  each. 

P A U L   F E R R O L L .__________ | 

W H Y   P A U L   F E R K O L L   K I L L E D   H I S   W I F E . 

CLODD.-MYTHS  AND  DREAMS.  By  E dward  Clodd,  J/.K.A.S. 

S e c o n d   E d it io n ,  R e v is e d . 

C r o w n    tv  o,  c lo th   e x tr a ,  t t * .   t i l l . ____

Cob ban  ( j.  m aclar e n  ),  novels  b y . 

T H E   C U R E   O F   B O U L S .  P o s t   8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 * . 

T H E   R E D   S U L T A N .   T h r e e   V o ls .,  c r o w n   8 vo . 

 [Shortly. 

COLEMAN  (JOHN),  WORKS  BY, 

P L A Y E R S   A N D   P L A Y W R I G H T S   I  H A V E   K N O W N .  T w o   V o ls   ,  8 vo ,  c lo th , I * . 

C U R L Y :   A n   A c t o r 's   S t o r y .  W i t h   21  U lu s ts .  b y j .   C .  D o n . m a n .  C r . 8 v n . c l . ,   I n.  0 , 1. 

COLERIDGE.—THESEVEN  SLEEPERS  OF  EPHESUS.  B y  M.  B. 

C o l e r i d g e .  F c a p .  8 vo ,  cloth,  I . ,   l i d . ____________________________

COLLINS  (C.  ALLSTON).  THE  BAR  SINISTER,  l ost Svn,  2s. 

COLLINS  (MORTIMER  AND  FRANCES),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  i f * .   t i« l.  e a c h   ;  p o st  8vo.  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 * .   e a c h . 

F R O M   M I D N I G H T   T O   M I D N I G H T . 

| 

B L A C K S M I T H   A N D   S C H O L A R . 

T R A N S M I G R A T I O N . 

| 

Y O U   P L A Y   M E   F A L S E . 

| 

A   Y I L L A G E   C O M E D Y . 

P o s t  8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .  2 s .  e a c h . 

S W E E T   A N N E   P A G E .   1

F I G H T   W I T H   F O R T U N E .   |  S W E E T  &   T W E N T Y . 

F R A N C E S

COLLINS  (W ILK IE ),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r .   8 vo ,  c l.  e x ., 

t i« l. e a c h   ;  p o s t  8 vo ,  il lu s t .  b d s .,  2 * . e a c h ;  c 1.  lim p ,  2 s .   l i d .   e a c h . 

A N T O N I N A .  W i t h   a   F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   S i r   Jo h n   G i l b e r t ,  R .A . 

B A S I L . 

I llu s t r a t e d   by  S i r   Jo h n   G i l b e r t ,  R . A .,   a n d   J.  M a h o n e y . 

H I D E   A N D   S E E K , 

il lu s t r a t e d   b y   S i r   Jo h n   G i l b e r t .  R .A .,  a n d   J.  M a h o n e y . 

A F T E R   D A R K . 

I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   A .  B .  H o u g h t o n .  |  T H E   T W O   D E S T I N I E S . 

T H E   D E A D   S E C R E T .   W i t h   a   F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   S i r   Jo h n  G i l b e r t ,  R .A . 

Q U E E N   O F   H E A R T S .   W i t h   a  F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   S i r   Jo h n   G i l b e r t ,  R .A . 

T H E   W O M A N   IN   W H I T E .   W ith   I llu s ts .  b y   S ir   J.  G i l b e r t , K . A ., a n d   F .  A .  F r a s i  k . 

N O   N A M E . 

W ith   I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   S ir   J .  E .  M i l l a i s ,  R . A , , a n d   A .  W .  C o o n   u. 

M Y   M I S C E L L A N I E S . 

W ith   a   S t e e l- p la t e   P o r t r a it   o t  W i l k i e   C o l l i n s . 

A R M A D A L E . 

W i t h   I ll u s t r a t io n s   b y   G .   H .  T h o m a s . 

T H E   M O O N S T O N E . 

W it h   I llu s t r a t io n s   b y  G .  D u   M A U R iE R a n d   F .  A . . F r a s e r . 

M A N   A N D   W I F E . 

W i t h   I llu s t r a t io n s   by  W i l l i a m   S m a l l . 

P O O R   M I S S   F I N C H . 

I ll u s t r a t e d   b y  G .   D u   M a u r i k r   a nd  E d w a r d   I I u g h i   s, M I S S   O R   M R S .?   W i t h   I llu s t s .  b y   S.  L ,   F i l d e s ,  R .A .,  a n d   H e n r y   W o o d s ,  A .R .A , T H E   N E W   M A G D A L E N . 

I llu s t r a t e d   b y   G .  D u   M a u r i k r   a n d   C .  S .  R e i n h a r d t . 

T H E   F R O Z E N   D E E P . 

I llu s t r a t e d   b y   G .   D u   M a u r i k r   a n d   J.  M a h o n e y . 

T H E   L A W   A N D   T H E   L A D Y . 

I llu s t s .  b y   S.  L .   F i l d e s ,  K . A . ,   and  S y d n e y   H a l l . 

T H E   H A U N T E D   H O T E L . 

I llu s t r a t e d   b y   A r t h u r   H o p k i n s . 

T H E   F A L L E N   L E A Y E S .   I  H E A R T   A N D   S C I E N C E ,   j  T H E   E Y I L   G E N I U S . 

J E Z E B E L ’ S   D A U G H T E R . 

“ I  S A Y   N O .” 

L I T T L E   N O V E L S . 

T H E   B L A C K   R O B E . 

|  A   R O G U E   S   L I F E . 

|  T H E   L E G A C Y   O F   C A I N . 

B L I N D   L O Y B . 

W i t h   P r e f a c e   b y   W a l t e r   B e s a n t ,  a n d   I llu s t s .  by  A.  F o r e s rn  k . 

COLLINS  (JOHN  CHURTONM 07),  HOOKS  BY. 

I L L U S T R A T I O N S   O F   T E N N Y S O N . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x tr a , 

J O N A T H A N   S W I F T ;   A   B io g r a p h ic a l a n d  C r i t i c a l   S t u d y .  C r . 8 v o . c l . c x . . 
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BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY

COLMAN’S  HUMOROUS  WORKS :  " Broad  G rin s,”  “  M y  N ightgown

a n d   S lip p e r s ,'*   a n d   o t h e r   H u m o r o u s   W o r k s   o f   G e o r g e   C o l m a n . 

W i t h   L i t e   b y  

G .   13.  B u c k s t o n e , a n d   F r o n t is p ie c e   b y   H o g a k t h .  C r o w n   8 vo,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  7* .   11*1. 

COLMORE.-A  VALLEY  OF  SHADOWS^  By  G.  C olmore,  Author

o f   “   A   C o n s p i r a c y   o f   S i l e n c e . "   T w o   V o ls .,  c r o w n   8vo. 

COLQUHOUN.-EVERY” INCH  A  SOLDIFrT  A   N ovel. 

B y   M .  j. 

C o l q u h o u n . 

P o s t   8 v o ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .  ' J * . 

CONVALESCENT  COOKERY:  A   l7atml7  H andbook.  B y   Catherine

R y a n . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,  I n. ;   c lo t h   lim p .  I n .  ( i* l . 

CONWAY  (MONCURE~bT)rWORKS  BY. 

D E M O N O L O G Y   A N D   D E Y I L - L O R E .   65  I llu s t r a t io n s .  T w o   V o ls .,   8 vo ,  c lo t h   2 S * . 

A   N E C K L A C E   O P   S T O R I E S . 

25  I llu s t s .  b y   W .   J.  H k n n r s s y . 

S q .  8 vo ,  c lo t h ,  ( i s . 

P I N E   A N D   P A L M :   A   N o v e l .  T w o   V o ls .,  c r o w n   8 v o ,c l o t h   e x tr a ,  2  I n. 

G E O R G E   W A S H I N G T O N ’ S   R U L E S   O P   C I Y I L I T Y .   F c a p .  Hvo,  J a p .  v e ll u m ,  *3* .  G i l . 

COOK  (DUTTON),  NOVELS  BY. 

P A U L   P O S T E R 'S   D A U G H T E R .   C r .  Hvo,  cl.  e x .,  U * .   ( i d . ;   p o s t  8vo, illu s t .  b o a r d s , ‘i s . 

L E O . 

P o s t  8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  ‘-3* . 

COOPERTEBWARD  H .)-G E0F F0R Y  HAMILTON.  T w o  Vols. 

CORNWALL-POPULAR  ROMANCES  OF  THE  WEST  OF  ENG-

L A N D ;   o r ,  T h e   D r o ll s ,  T r a d it io n s ,   a n d   S u p e r s t it io n s   o f   O ld   C o r n w a ll.   C o ll e c t e d b v   R o b e r t   H u n t ,  F . R . S .   T w o  S t e e l- p la t e s   b y   G e o . C k u i k s h a n k .  C r .  8vo.  c l., 7* .  ( i d . 

C O T E S . ’ ^ T W O   G f R L S   O N - A   B A R G E . ~ B y   ~V.-   c i c 7i r c o T E s . 

W i t h  

44  I llu s t r a t io n s   b v   F.   H .  T o w n s e n d .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  I t * ,   ( i d . 

c r a d d o c k . - t h e - p r o p h e t ~ o f - t h e ~ g r e a t  ~s m o k y   m o u n -

T A I N S .   B y   C h a r i .e s  H g b k r t   C r a d d o c k .  P o s t  8 r o ,  illu s t .  b d s .,  i3» . ;  c l.  lim p ,  ‘3* . 4»d. 

CRIM.“ -ADVENTURES  OF  A  FAIR  REBEL.  By M a t t   (G r im .  W ith

■  a   F r o n t i s p i e c e .   C r o w n   8 v o ,  c lo th   e x t r a ,  I f * .   ( i d . ;  p o s t  Hvo.  illu s t r a t e d   b e a r d s ,  2 ». 

C ROKER  (  B.MT)7 N 0 VFLS  BY .   C row n   8vo, cloth  extra,  It*.  (i»l, each  ;  post 8 v o ,  il lu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .  2 m.   e a c h  ;  c lo t h   liin p , ( i * l .   e a c h . 

P R E T T Y   M I S S   N E V I L L E . 

I 

D I A N A   B A R R I N G T O N . 

A   B I R D   O P   P A S S A G E . 

| 

P R O P E R   P R I D E . 

A   F A M I L Y   L I K E N E S S .   T h r e e  V o l s . ,   c r o w n   8 vo . 

CRU1KSHANK’S  COMIC  ALMANACK.  Com plete  in   T w o   S e r i e s   :

T h e   F i r s t   fr o m   1835  to   18 43;  t h e   S e c o n d   fr o m   1844  to   1853. 

A   G a t h e r in g   o f 

th e   B e s t   H u m o u r  o f   T h a c k e r a y ,  H o o d ,  M a y h k w ,  A l b e r t   S m i t h ,  A ’ B k c k e t t , R o b e r t   B r o u g h ,  & c .  W i t h   n u m e r o u s  S t e e l  E n g r a v i n g s   a n d   W o o d c u t s   by C r u i k - 

s h a n k ,  H i n e ,  L a n d e l l s ,  & c. 

T w o   V o ls .,  c r o w n   8vo,  c lo t h   g ilt,  7* .   ( i d .   e a c h . 

T H E   L I F E   O P   G E O R G E   C R U I K S H A N K . 

B y   B l a n c h a r d   Jk r k o l d . 

W it h   84 

I llu s t r a t io n s   a n d   a   B ib lio g r a p h y  

C r o w n   8vo,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  7* .   (i« l. 

CUMMTNGTC7 F.  GORDON),’ WORKS B Y r  D em y  8vo, cl.  ex.,  8 * . (id. each. 

IN   T H E   H E B R I D E S . 

W i t h   A u t o t y p e   F a c s im il e   a n d   23  I llu s t r a t io n s IN   T H E   H I M A L A Y A S   A N D   ON  T H E   I N D I A N   P L A I N S . 

W it h   42  I llu s t r a t io n s . 

T W O   H A P P Y   Y E A R S   I N   C E Y L O N . 

W i t h   28  I llu s t r a t io n s . 

Y I A   C O R N W A L L   T O   E G Y P T .   W it h   P h o t o g r a v u r e   F r o n tis .  D e m y   8 vo ,  c l.,  7n.  ( i d . 

CUSSANS.—A“ HANDBOOK  OF  HERALDRY ;  with  Instructions  for

T r a c i n g   P e d ig r e e s   a n d   D e c ip h e r in g   A n c ie n t   M S S . ,   & c .  B y   Jo h n   E .  C u s s a n s .  W i t h gnS  W o o d c u t s   a n d   a  C o lo u r e d   P la t e s ,  N e w   e d it io n ,  r e v is e d ,  c r o w n  8 v o ,  c ln r li.  O n*

CYPLEs7w.)-HEARTS(TfG0LD.  C r .8 v o ,c l..3s .6d.;'postSv.>.l'ds   2*.  

TJANIEL.—MERRIE  ENGLAND  IN  THE  OLDEN  TIME. B y   G eorue

 * *  

D a n i e l .  W i t h   I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   R o b e r t  C r u i k s h a n k .  C r o w n  8 v o , c lo t h  e x t r a .  Ift«. ( 1,1. 

d a u d e t . -

t h e  

e v a n g e l i s t   r   o r ,   P o r t   Salvation. 

B y   A l p h o n s e

D a u d e t . 

C r o w n  8 vo .  c lo t h   e x t r a .  I t * ,   ( i d . ;  p o s t  8vo.  il l ust ra ted  boar ds,  Vi*. 

DAVENANT.-HINTSFORPARENTSON  THE  CHOICE  OF A pro f e s s i o n   F O R   T H E I R   S O N S . 

B y   F .  D a v e n a n t ,  M .A . 

P o s t   8 vo   I n.  |  c l „   I n.  < i,l. 

DAVIES  (DR.  N.  E.  YORKE-),  WORKS  BY. 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  I * ,   e a c h ;  c lo t h   lim p .  I * ,   ( i d .   e a c h . 

O N E   T H O U S A N D   M E D I C A L   M A X I M S   A N D   S U R G I C A L   H I N T S . 

N U R S E R Y   H I N T S :   A   M o t h e r ’s   G u id o   in   H e a lt h   a n d   D is e a s e . 

F O O D S   F O R   T H E   F A T :   A T r e a t is e  o n  C o r p u le n c y ,  a n d   a   D i e t a r y   for  its   C u r a . 

A I D S   T O   L O N G   L I F E . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,  *3t* .;  c l o t l i i i i n p , ‘-3* .   ( i d . 
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DAVIES’  (SIR  JOHN)  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS, for  the  first

t im e   C o lle c t e d   a n d   E d it e d ,  w it h   M e m o r ia l- I n tr o d u c tio n   a n d   N o t e s ,  b y   t h e   R e v .  A .  B . 

G r o s a r t ,  D . D . 

T w o  V o ls ..  c r o w n   8 vo .  c lo t h   h o a r d s .  I ' 2m. _________

DAWSON^-THE  f o u n t a in   o f” y o u t h ":  A  N ovel  of  Adventure. 

B y   E r a s m u s   D a w s o n ,  M .B . 

E d it e d   b y   P a u l   D e v o n . 

W i t h   T w o   I llu s t r a t io n s   by 

H u m e   N i s b b t .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a .  I I * .   O i l .   ;  p o s t   8 vo ,  i llu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  '2m. 

DE GUERIN.-^THE  JOURNAL  OF  MAURICE 1)EGUERIN.  Edited

b y  G .   S.  T r e b u t i e n . 

W i t h   a   M e m o ir   b y   S a i n t e - B k u v e . 

T r a n s l a t e d   fro m   th e  

20th  F r e n c h   E d itio n   b y  Je s s i e   P .  F r o t h i n o h a m .  F c a p ,   S vo ,  h a lf- b o u n d ,  2 m.   t t i l . 

DE  MAISTRE.—A  JOURNEY  ROUND  MY  ROOM.  By  x 7vi^ 7 ide

M a i s t r e .  T r a n s l a t e d   by  H k n k y   A t t w k l l . 

P o st  8 v o ,  c lo th   lim p , '2m. O i l . 

DE  M IL L E .-A   CASTLE  IN  SPAIN.  I!y  Jambs  D e  M il l s .  With  a F r o n t is p ie c e . 

C r o w n   8v o ,  c lo t h   e x tr a , 3 m. t ill, ;  p o st  8 vo ,  il lu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s . *2m. 

DERBY  (THE).—THE  BLUE  RIBBON  OF  THE  TURF:  A  Chronicle

o f   th e   R a c e   f o r   T h e   D e r b y ,  fr o m   D i o m e d   to   D j n o v a n . 

W i t h   B r ie f   A c c o u n t s   o f  

T h e   O a k s . 

B y   L o r i s   H e n r y   C u r z o n  

C r o w n   S v o ,  c l ot h  lim p , 4 m. (id. 

DERWENT (LEITH), NOVELS BY.  C r.8vo.cl., 3m.lid . ea.; post 8vo,bds.,‘2».ea. 

O U R   L A D Y   O F   T E A R S . 

______ |  C I R C E ’ S   L O V E R S . 

DICKENS (CHARLES),  NOVELS BY.  Post  8vo.  illustrated  boards,  2*. each. 

S K E T C H E S   B Y   B O Z . 

I  N I C H O L A S   N I C K L E B Y . 

T H E   P I C K W I C K   P A P E R S . _______ 

|  O L I V E R   T W I S T . 

T H E   S P E E C H E S   O F   C H A R L E S   D I C K E N S ,   i8 4 i-i8 70 »   W ith   a   N e w  B ib lio g r a p h y . 

E d it e d   b y   R i c h a r d   H e r n e   S h e p h e r d . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  Om.—A ls o   a 

S m a l l e r   E d i t i o n ,  in   th e    Mavfair Library,   p o s t S v o ,  c lo th   lim p ,  2 * .  ( i d . 

A B O U T   E N G L A N D   W I T H   D I C K E N S . 

B y   A l f r e d   R i m m e r .  W i t h   57  I llu s t r a t io n s



b y   C . A . V a n d k r h o o f ,  A l f r e d   P i m m e r , a n d   o th e r s .  S q .  Rvo.  c lo th   e x t r a . 7m. ( I d . 

DICTIONARIES. 

A   D I C T I O N A R Y   O F   M I R A C L E S :   I m it a t i v e ,  R e a lis t ic ,  a n d   D o g m a tic . 

B y   th e   R e v . 

E .  C .  B r e w e r ,  L L . D . 

C r o w n   8 vo .  c lo t h   e x tr a . 7 m. (id. 

T H E   R E A D E R 'S   H A N D B O O K   O F   A L L U S I O N S ,   R E F E R E N C E S ,   P L O T S ,   A N D  

S T O R I E S .  B y   th e   R e v .  E .  C .  B r e w e r ,  L L . D .   W ith   a n   E n g l i s h   B i b l i o g r a p h y F ift e e n t h   T h o u s a n d . 

C r o w n   Rvo.  c lo th   e x tr a .  7» .  ( i d . 

A U T H O R S   A N D   T H E I R   W O R K S ,   W I T H   T H E   D A T E S .   C r .   8 vo ,  c lo t h   lim p ,  2 a . 

F A M I L I A R   S H O R T   S A Y I N G S   O F   G R E A T   M E N . 

W ith   H is t o r ic a l  a n d   E x p la n a to r y   N o te s . 

B v   S a m u e l  A .  B e n t ,  A .M . 

0ro w r  Svo,  c lo th   e x t ia , 7m. (id.  

S L A N G   D I C T I O N A R Y :   E t y m o lo g ic a l,  H is t o r ic a l, a n a n e c d o t a l.  C r .   8 vo ,  c l. , (in. (Id.  

W O M E N   O F   T H E   D A Y :   A   B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y .  B y   F .  H a y s .  C r .  8 vo ,  c l. ,  tin.  

W O R D S ,  F A C T S ,   A N D   P H R A S E S :   A   D ic t io n a r y   o f   C u r io u s ,  Q u a in t ,  a n d   O u t-o i-th e - W a y   M a tte r s . 

B y   E l i k z e r   E d w a r d s .  C r o w n   8 vo .  c lo t h   e x t r a . 7m. (id. 

DIDEROT.-THE  PARADOX  OF  ACTING.  Translated,  with  Annotatio n s , fr o m   D id e r o t's   “   L e   P a r a d o x e   sur le C o m e d i e n , "   b y  W a l t e r   M e r r i e s   P o l l o c k . 

W i t h   a   P r e t a c e   b y   H e n r y   I r v i n g .  C r o w n   S vo ,  p a r c h m e n t . 4 m. (id ._______________

DOBSON  (AUSTIN),  WORKS  BY.  " 

T H O M A S   B E W I C K   &   H I S   P U P I L S .   W it h   95  I llu s t r a t io n s . 

S q u a r e  S vo ,  c lo t h ,  ( i * . 

F O U R   F R E N C H W O M E N . 

F c a p .   Rvo,  h f .- r o x b u r g h e ,  w it h   a   P o r tr a it,  2 m.  ( i d . —  

A ls o ,  a   L i b r a r y   E d it io n ,  w it h   4  P o r t r a it s ,  c r o w n   b v o ,  b u c k t a m ,  g ilt   to p ,  O m . 

E I G H T E E N T H   C E N T U R Y   V I G N E T T E S . 

C r o w n   8v o ,  b u c k r a m ,  g ilt  top .  <>». 

DOBSON  (W .  T .)—POETICAL  INGENUITIES  AND  ECCENTRICI

T I E S . 

l  o s t  S v o ,  c io t h   lim p . *2m. ( i d . 

DONOVAN  (DICK),  DETECTIVE  STORIES  BY. 

P o s t  tw o .  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .  !£ » .e a c h :  c lo th   lim p . 

t i r i .   e a c h . 

T H E   M A N - H U N T E R .  |  W A N T E D ! 

A   D E T E C T I V E ’ S   T R I U M P H S . 

C A U G H T   A T   L A S T ! 

I N   T H E   O R I P   O F   T H E   L A W . 

T R A C K E D   A N D   T A K E N . 

F R O M   I N F O R M A T I O N   R E C E I V E D . 

W H O   P O I S O N E D   H E T T Y   D U N C A N ? 

C r o w n   S vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  ! i a .   t i l l ■  e a c h   ■

pest  h vo,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  tla. e a c h   ; 

c lo th   lim p , 

l i t l .   e a c h . 

T H E   M A N   F R O M   M A N C H E S T E R . 

W it h   2 !  I llu s t r a t io n s . 

T R A C K E D   T O   D O O M . 

W i t h   6  fu ll- p a g e   I ll u s t r a t io n s   b y   G o r d o n   B r o w n e . 

DOYLE  (CONAN).-THE  FIRM  OF  GIRDLESTONE.  i i y   A .  C o n a n

D o y l e ,  A u t h o r   o f   "   M ic a U   C l a r k e . " 

C r o w n   S vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  3m.   ( i d . 
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B O O K S   P U B L I S H E D   B Y

DRAMATISTS,  THE  OLD.  W ith  V ign ette Portraits.  C r. 8vo, cl. ex., <>*. per  Vol, B E N   J O N S O N ’ 3  W O R K S . 

W i t h   N o te s   C r it ic a l  a n d   E x p la n a t o r y ,  a n d   a   B io g r ap hi c a l   M e m o ir   b y   W m .  G i f f o r d . 

E d it e d   by  C o l.   C u n n i n g h a m .  'J h r e e   V o is . 

C H A P M A N ’ S   W O R K S . 

C o m p le t e   in   T h r e e   V o ls . 

V o l.  I .  c o n t a in s   t h e   P la y s  

c o m p le t e ;   V o l.   I I . ,   P o e m s   a n d   M in o r   T r a n s la t io n s ,  w it h   a n   I n t r o d u c t o r y   E s s a y b y   A .  C .  S  w i n b u r n e   ;  V o l.  I I I .,   T r a n s l a t i o n s   o f  th e   I li a d   a n d   O d y s s e y . 

M A R L O W E ’ S   W O R K S . 

E d it e d ,  w it h   N o te s ,  b y   C o l.   C u n n i n g h a m .  O n e   V o l. 

M A S S I N G E R ’ S   P L A Y S .  F r o m  G i f f o r d ’ s T e x t .  E d it   b y   C oI . C u n n i n o h a m .  O n e V o l. 

DUNCAN  (SARA  JEANNETTE),  WORKS  BYi

Crown 8vo, cloth extra,  I n .  (ill. each. 

A   S O C I A L   D E P A R T U R E :   H o w   O r lh o d o c ia   a n d   I  W e n t   r o u n d   t h e   W o r ld   b y   O u r . 

s e lv e s . 

W i t h   n r   I llu s t r a t io n s   b y  F.  H . T o w n s e n d . 

A N   A M E R I C A N   C I R L   I N   L O N D O N . 

W it h   80  I ll u s t r a t io n s   b y   F .  I I .  T o w n s e n d . 

T H E   S I M P L E   A D V E N T U R E S   O P   A   M E M  S A H I B . _N u m e r o u s   11 lu st 3.  [PrepaiuiR. 

DYER.-THE  FOLK-LORE  OF  PLANTS.  By Rev. T. F. T hiselton

D y e r ,  M .A .  C r o w n   8 v o t  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  <»«.____________ ___________________________

PARLY  ENGLISH  POETS.  Edited,  with Introductions  and  Annota-

t io n s ,  b v   R e v .  A . B . G r o s a r t ,  D .D . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,  c lo th   b o a r d s ,  0 - ,   p e r   V o lu m e . 

F L E T C H E R ’ S   ( G I L E S )   C O M P L E T E   P O E M S . 

O n e   V o l. 

D A V I E S ’  ( S I R   J O H N )  C O M P L E T E   P O E T I C A L   W O R K S .   T w o   V o ls . 

H E R R I C K ’ S   ( R O B E R T !  C O M P L E T E   C O L L E C T E D   P O E M S .  T h r e e   V o ls . 

S I D N E Y ’ S   ( S I R   P H I L I P )   C O M P L E T E   P O E T I C A L   W O R K S .   T h r e e   V o l s . ______

EDGCUM6 E.— ZEPHYRUS  :  A   H o lid a y  in   B r a z il  a n d   o n   th e   R iv e r   P la t e . 

B y   E .   R .   P e a r c e   E d g c u m b e . 

W i t h   4 1   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   t t v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .!V * . 

EDWARDES  (MRS.  ANNIE),  NOVELS  BY:

A   P O I N T   O F   H O N O U R . 

P o s t   S vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  ! i , . 

A R C H I E   L O V E L L .   C r o w n 8 v o ,  c l o th   e x t r a ,  H e .   O i l . ;  p o s t   8 v o ,  M u s t,  b o a r d s , ^ s . 

EDWARDS  (ELIEZER).  WORDS,  FACTS,  AND  PHRASES:  A

D ic t io n a r y   ot  C u r io u s ,  Q u a in t ,  a n d   (Ju t-ol  t h e - W a y   M a tte r s .  B y   E l i e z k r   E d w a r d s . 

C r o w n   S vo ,  d o t h   e x t r a ,  7* .  4> < l,________________ _______  

_____

EDWARDS  (M.  BETHAM-), .NOVELS  BY. 

K I T T Y . 

P o s t  8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , 

;  d o t h   lim p ,  ‘J a ,   l» if. 

F E L I C I A . 

P o s t  8 v o ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  ‘2*, 

EGERYoN .-^ S S E X  FOLK & SUSSEX W AYST^Rev.J.C. E g e r t o n 7. 

W it h   I n t r o d u c t io n   b y   R e v .  D r .  I I .  W a c e , a n d   4  I l l u s t r a t io n s .   C r « 8 v o , c lo t h  e x ., $ * •

EGGLESTON  (EDWARD).—ROXY : A   N o v e l.  P o s t  8 v o ,  iliu s t .  b d a . , 2s . 

ENGLISHMAN’S  HOUSE,  THE :  A   P r a c t ic a l  G u id e   to   a ll  in te r e s te d   in S e le c t i n g   o r   B u il d in g   a   H o u s e ;   w it h   E s t i m a t e s   o f   C o s t ,  Q u a n t it ie s ,  & c . 

B y   C .  J . 

R i c h a r d s on.  W ith  C o lo u r e d  F r o n tis p ie c e   atid^Goo  I ll u s ts .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h , 7w. till. 

EWALD  (ALEX.  CHARLES,  F.S.A.),  WORKS  BY. 

T H E   L I F E   A N D   T I M E S   O F   P R I N C E   C H A R L E S   S T U A R T ,   C o u n t   o f   A lb a n y ( T h k   Y o u n g   I ’ u r t f .n d f . r ) .   W i t h   a   P o r t r a it . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo th   e x t r a , 7s. till.  

S T O R I E S   F R O M   T H E   S T A T E   P A P E R S . _W ith   a n   A u t o t y p e   C r o w n   8 v o ,  c lo t h ,J in . 

EYES,  OUR:  H o w   to   P r e s e r v e   T h e m   fr o m   I n f a n c y   to   O ld   A g e .  J3y Jo h n   B r o w n i n g ,  F . R . A . S . 

W i t h 70  11 lu s ts .  E ig h t e e n t h   T h o u s a n d *   C r o w n   8 vo ,  I n . 

FA M ILIAR   SHORT  SAYINGS  OF GREAT  MEN.  By Sa m u e l  A rthu r

B e n t ,  A .M .  l; itth   E d itio n ,  Revis ed  and  E n la r g e d .  C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo th   e x tr a , 7*. till. 

FARADAY  (MICHAEL),  WORKS  BY.  Post  8vo,  cloth   extra,  4 *.   till. each. 

T H E   C H E M I C A L   H I S T O R Y   O F   A   C A N D L E :   L e c t u r e s  d e l iv e r e d   b e f o r e   a  J u v e n il e A u d ie n c e . 

E d it e d   b y   W i l l i a m   C r o o k e s ,  F . C . S . 

W it h   n u m e r o u s   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

O N   T H E   V A R I O U S   F O R C E S   O F   N A T U R E ,   A N D   T H E I R  

R E L A T I O N S   TO 

E A C H   O T H E R . 

E d it e d   b y   W i l l i a m   C k o o k k s ,  F . C . S . 

W i t h   I llu s t r a t io n s . 

FARRER  (J.  ANSON),  WORKS  BY. 

M I L I T A R Y   M A N N E R S   A N D   C U S T O M S .  C r o w n   8vo,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  « * . 

W A R :   T h r e e   E s s a y s ,   r e p r in t e d  fro m   “   M ilita r y   M a n n e r s .” 

C r .  8vo, I n, ;  e l., t « .  till. 

FENN  (G.  MANVILLE),  NOVELS  BY. 

T H E   N E W   M I S T R E S S .  C r .  8 v o ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  '.In.   t i l l . ;   p o s t  8 vo,  M u s t,  b o a rd s,  2 *. 

W I T N E S S   T O   T H E   D E E D . 

T h r e e   V o ! s .,  c r o w n   b vo . 
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CHATTO   Sc  WINDUS,  214,  PICCADILLY. 

FIN-BEC.—THE  CUPBOARD  PAPERS:  O bservations  on  the  Art  of

L i v i n g   a n d   D in in g . 

B y   F in - B e c .__P o s t  S v o .  c lo t h   lim p ,  2 * .  O d . 

FIREWORKS,  THE  COMPLETE "ART  OF  MAKING;  o r ,  T h e   P y r o t e c h n is t 's   T r e a s u r y . 

B y   T h o m a s   K k n t i s h .  W i t h   267  I llu s tr a tio n ? .  C r .  8 vo .  cl., FITZGERALD  (PERCY,  M.A  ,  F.S.A  ),  WORKS  BY. 

T H E   W O R L D   B E H I N D   T H E   S C E N E S .   C r o w n   S v o ,  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  3 * .   O d . 

L I T T L E   E S S A Y S :   P a s s a g e s   lr o in   L e t t e r s   o f  C h a r l e s   L amb.  P o s t  8vo,  c l . ,   2 * .  O i l . 

A   D A Y ’ S   T O U R :  J o u r n e y   th r o u g h   F r a n c o   a n d   B e lg iu m .  W i t h   S k e t c h e s .  C r .  it o .  Iw . 

F A T A L   Z E R O .   C r o w n   8 v o t  c lo t h   e x t r a , !{.«.  ( i l l .   s  p o s t   8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , P o s t   8 vo , il lu s t r ? t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 * .   e a c h . 

B E L L A   D O N N A .  I  L A D Y   O F   B R A N T O M E .  I  T H E   S E C O N D   M R S .  T I L L 0T 50N. 

P O L L Y . 

|  N E V E R   F O R G O T T E N . 

I  S E V E N T Y - F I V E   B R O O K E   S T R E E T . 

L I F E   O F   J A M E S   B O S W E L L   ( o f   A u c h i n l e c k * .   VV ith  a n   A c c o t m t   o f   liis   S a v in g s , D o in g s ,  a n d   W r i t i n g s ;   a n d   F o u r   P o r t r a it s .  T w o   V o ls .,  d e m y   8 vo ,  c lo t h ,  *.£  1* . 

F LAM M ARIO N.- URANIA :  A   Rom ance.  B y   C a m i l l e   F l a m m a r io n . 

T r a n s l a t e d   b y   A u g u s t a   R ic e   S t e t s o n . 

W i t h   87  I ll u s t r a t io n s   b y   D is  B i e l e r , 

M y r b a c h ,  a n d   C a m p a r ix _C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a .   .Tw. 

_______________

FLETCHER’S  (GILES,  B.D.)  COMPLETE  POEMS:  C h rist’s  V ictoria

in   H e a v e n ,  C h r is t 's   V i c t o r ie   o n   E a r t h ,  C h r i s t ’s   T r iu m p h   o v e r   D e a t h ,  a n d   M in o r P o e m s . 

W i t h   N o t e s   b y   R e v .  A .  B .  G r o s a r t ,  D   D . 

C r o w n   S vo ,  c lo th   b o a r d s ,  ( in . 

FLU DYER  (HARRY)  AT  GAMBRIDG1 7  A  Series of  Family Letters. 

P o s t   8 v o ,  p ic t u r e   c o v e r .  I n . ;  c l o th   lim p ,  1* .  O d . ___________________________

FQNBi X n QUE (A LBANyT ^ fI l THY LUCRE.  P ()sts7^h^L bdV., 2s. 

FRANCILLON  (R.  E.),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   S v o ,  c lo t h   e x t r a .  3 * .  O d .   e a c li:  p o s t  8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 * .  e a c h . 

O N E   B Y   O N E .  1

Q U E E N   C O P H E T U A .  1  A   R E A L   Q U E E N .  1

K I N G   O R   K N A V E ? 

O L Y M P I A .  P o s t   8 v o ,illu s t .  b d s.,  g « .   |  E S T H E R ’ S   G L O V E .   R e a p .  8vo,  p i c t . c o v e r .   I i , R O M A N C E S   O F   T H E   L A W .   C r o w n   S vo ,  c lo t h ,  O * . ;  p o s t  Svo,  illu s t .  b o a r d s , R O P E S   0 F J 5A N D .  3  v o ls .,  c r o w n   S v o ._____________________________________

FREDERIC "(HAROLD),  NOVELS  BY. 

S E T H ’ S   B R O T H E R ’ S   W I F E . 

P o s t   S vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 * . 

T H E   L A W T O N   G I R L .  C r .  S vo ,  c lo t h   e x .,  O n . ;  p o s t  S vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , FRENCH  LITERATURE.  A  HISTORY  OF.  B y   I I enry  Van  L au.n! 

T h r e e   V o ls .,  d e m y   S v o ,  c lo th   b o a r d s ,  7*.   O d .   e a c h . 

____   _____

F R E R E T f ANDURANG  H ARlT or,  M em oirs  of a  Hindoo.  W ith   Preface  b y  S ir  If a r t l e   I’ r k k e .  C lo w n   bvo,  c l o th ,  3. ,   O i l . ;  p o st  Hvo,  illu st.  b d s.,  ' i s . 

FRISWELL (HAIN).—ONE OF TWO: A Novel.  Post Svo, illust. bds., 2s. 

FROST  (THOMAS),  WORKS  BY.  C row n   Svo,  cloth  extra,  «fl. lid. each. 

C I R C U S   L I F E   A N D   C I R C U S   C E L E B R I T I E S .   I  L I V E S   O F   T H E   C O N J U R E R S . 

T H E   O L D   S H O W M E N   A N D   T H E   O L D   L O N D O N   F A I R S . 

FRY’S  (HERBERT)  ROYAL  GUIDE  TO THE  LONDON  CHARITIES. 

S h o w in g   t h e ir   N a m e ,  D a t e   ot  F o u n d a t io n ,  O b j e c t s ,  I n c o m e ,  O itic ia ls ,  ficc. 

E d it e d  

b y   J o h n   L a n e . 

P u b li s h e d   A n n u a lly , 

C r o w n   S v o ,  c l o th ,  1* .  t i l l . 

 (1  ARDENING  BOOKS.  P o st  8vo.  1 * .   e a c h   ;  clo th   lim p ,  I * .   O d .   ea ch . 

u   A   Y E A R ’ S   W O R K   IN   G A R D E N   A N D   G R E E N H O U S E :   P r a c t ic a l  A d v i c e   a s   to   th e M a n a g e m e n t  o f  th e   F lo w e r ,  F r u it ,  a n d   F r a m e   G a r d e n . 

B y   G e o r g e   G e k n n y . 

H O U S E H O L D   H O R T I C U L T U R E . 

B y   T o m   a n d   I a n k   J e r r o l d . 

I llu s t r a t e d . 

T H E   G A R D E N   T H A T   P A I D   T H E   R E N T . 

B y   T o m   J e r r o l d . 

O U R   K I T C H E N   G A R D E N :  T h e   P la n t s   vve  G r o w ,  a n d   I I o w   w c   C o o k   T h e m . 

E y 

T o m   J e r r o l d .  C r o w n   S v o ,  c lo t h ,  is.  6 d. 

M Y   G A R D E N   W I L D ,   A N D   W H A T   I  G R E W   T H E R E . 

B y   F r a n c i s   G .   H e a t h  

C r o w n   8 v o ,  c lo t h  e x t r a ,  g ilt  e d g e s ,  O n . 

_______ _______________

GARRETT—THE  CAPEL~GIRLS:  /\  N ovel.  B y   E d w a r d   G a r r e t t . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x t r a .  3 * .  l i d . ;   p o s t  Svo,  illu s tr a te d   b o a r d s ,  2 * . 

GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE,  THE. 

Is.  M o n th ly T  In  a d d it io n ^

A r t i c le s   u p o n   s u b j e c t s   in   L it e r a t u r e ,  S c ie n c e ,  a n d   A r t,  “ T A B L E   T A L K ”   b y   S y l - 

v a n u s   U r b a n ,  a n d “   P A G E S O N   P L A Y S   ”   b y   J u s t i n   I I .  M c C a r t h y , a p p e a r   m o n t h l y . 

% *   Hound  Volumes for  recent years  kept in stock,   & * .  O d .  each;  Cases for binding,   2 * . 
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BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY

GENTLEMAN’S ANNUAL, THE.  Published  Annually  in  Novem ber.  ix. 

T h e   1892  A n n u a l,  w r it t e n   b y   T .   W .   Speig h t,  is   e n t it l e d   “ T H E   L O U D W A T K R  

T R A G E D Y . ” 

GERMAN  POPULAR  STORIES. 

C o lle c te d   by  the  B ro th e rs   G rimm

a n d   T r a n s l a t e d   b y   S ugar T aylor. 

W it h  I n t r o d u c t io n  by John R u s K iN .a n d   22  S t e e l 

P l a t e s   a f t e r   G eorge  C ruikshank.  S q u a r e   B vo. c lo t h ,  l» » .  l i d . ;  g ilt   e d g e s ,  7*.   lid . 

GIBBON  (CHARLES),'NOVELS” BY. 

C r o w n   tfvo ,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  I N .   O d. e a c h ;  p o s t  8 vo ,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , e a c h . 

R O B I N   G R A Y .   |  L O Y I N G   A   D R E A M .  I  T H E   G O L D E N   S H A F T . 

T H E   F L O W E R   O F   T H E   F O R E S T . 

J  O F   H I G H   D E G R E E . 

P o s t   8vo, i l lu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .  !£w.  e a c h . 

T H E   D E A D   H E A R T , 

I N   L O Y E   A N D   W A R . 

F O R   L A C K   O F   G O L D . 

A   H E A R T ’ S   P R O B L E M . 

W H A T   W I L L   T H E   W O R L D   S A Y ? 

B Y   M E A D   A N D   S T R E A M . 

F O R   T H E   K I N G .  |  A   H A R D   K N O T . 

T H E   B R A E S   O F   Y A R R O W . 

Q U E E N   O F   T H E   M E A D O W . 

F A N C Y   F R E E .   |  IN   H O N O U R   B O U N D . 

I N   P A S T U R E S   G R E E N . 

H E A R T ’ S   D E L I G H T .  I  B L O O D - M O N E Y . 

GIBNEY  (SOMERVILLE).-SENTENCED!  Cr.  8vo,  Is.  ;  cl.,  Is. 6 d. 

Gil b e r t  (W il l ia m ),  n o v e ls  b y :   Post  8vo,  illustrated  hoards,  in ,  each, D R .  A U S T I N 'S   G U E S T S . 

I  J A M E S   D U K E ,   C O S T E R M O N G E R . 

T H E   W I Z A R D   O P   T H E   M O U N T A I N . 

GILBERT (W.  S.), ORIGINAL  PLAYS BY.  Two Series, 2s.  6d.  each. 

T h e   F i r s t   S b k i k s   c o n t a in s :  T h e  

W ic k e d   W o r ld — P y g m a lio n   a n d   G a l a t e a —  

C h a r it y — T h e   P r in c e s s — T h e   P a la c e   o f   T r u t h — T r i a l   b y   J u r y . 

T h e   S e c o n d   S e r i e s :  B r o k e n   H e a r t s — E n g a g e d — S w e e t h e a r t s — G r e t c h e n — D a n ’ l D r u c e — T o m   C o b b — H .M .S .  *'  P in a f o r e ’ ’— T h e   S o r c e r e r — P ir a t e s   o f  P e n z a n c e . 

E I G H T   O R I G I N A L   C O M I C   O P E R A S   w r it t e n   b y   W .   S .  G i l b e r t . 

C o n t a i n in g : 

T h e   S o r c e r e r — H .M . S .   " P i n a f o r e " — P ir a t e s   o f   P e n z a n c e — I o la n t h e — P a t i e n c e -  

P r in c e s s   I d a — T h e   M ik a d o — T r i a l   b y   lu r y . 

D e m y   8 vo .  c lo th   lim p , 

l i d . 

T H E   “ G I L B E R T   A N D   S U L L I V A N ”   B I R T H D A Y   B O O K :  Q u o t a t io n s   fo r   E v e r y D a y   in   t h e   Y e a r ,  S e le c t e d   Irotn   P la y s   b y   W .   S .  G i l b e r t   s e t  to   M u s ic   b y   S i r   A . 

S u l l i v a n . 

C o m p ile d   b v   A l e x .  W a t s o n . 

R o y a l  ifim o ,  Jap.  le a th e r ,  V N . I i d . 

GLANVILLE  (ERNEST),  NOVELS- BY. 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h   e x tr a ,  I N .   l i d .   e a c h   ;  p o s t  fcvo,  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  I N .   e a c h . 

T H E   L O S T   H E I R E S S :   A   T a l e   o f   L o v e ,   B a t t l e ,   a n d   A d v e n t u r e . 

W ith   2  I liu s ts . 

T H E   F O S S I C K E R :   A   R o m a n c e   o f   M a s h o n a la n d . 

W ith   2  I liu s ts .  b y   H u m k   N is b f .t . 

G LEN NY.-A  YEAR’S  WORK  IN  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE:

P r a c t ic a l  A d v ic e   t o   A m a t e u r   G a r d e n e r s   a s   to   t h e   M a n a g e m e n t  o f   th e   F lo w e r ,  F r u it , an d   F r a m e   G a r d e n . 

B y   G e o r g e   G l k n n y . 

P o s t   8 vo .  I n.  :  c lo th   lim p .  I n .  l i d . 

GODWrNT^-LlVES" OF  THE  NECROMANCERS.  13y  W illiam  God-

w i n . 

P o s t  8vo.  c l o t h   l i m p ,   £ w . 

GOLDEN- TREASURY  OF  THOUGHT,  THE :  An  Encyclop , dia  of

Q u o t a t i o n s .  E d it e d   b y   T h e o d o r e   T a y l o r . 

C r o w n   B v o .  c lo th   g ilt,  7n,   l i d . 

GOODMAN.-THE  FATE  OF- HERBERT  WAYNE.  Jiy 1£. J. Good-

m a n .  A u t h o r   o f   " T o o   C u r i o u s . " 

C r o w n   8 vo ,  c lo t h ,  I N .   l i d . 

G O W IN d.-F IV E  THOUSAND  MILES  IN   A  SLEDGE!  ATm id winter

J o u r n e y   A c r o s s   S ib e r ia . 

B y   L i o n e l   F .  G o w i n g . 

W i t h   30  I llu s t r a t io n s   b y   C .   J. 

U kf.n ,  a n d   a  M a n   b y   E .  W e l l e r . 

L a r g e   c r o w n   8 v o ,  c lo th   e x t r a   N * . 

GRAHAM. — TftE~PROFESSOR’S  W IF E :  A  Story 

By "Leonakd

G r a h a m  

F c a p .  8 vo ,  p ic t u r e   c o v e r .  I**. 

GREEKS  AND  ROMANS,  THE  LIFE  OF  THE,  described  from

A n t iq u e   M o n u m e n ts . 

B y   E r n s t   G u h l   a n d   W .  K o n e r .  E d it e d   b y   D r .  F .  H u e f f k r . 

W it h   545  I llu s tr a tio n s .  L a r g e   c r o w n   8 v o ,  c lo th   e x t r a .  7*.   l i d . 

GREENWOOD  (JAMES),  WORKS  BYT  C r.  8vo.  cloth  extra, IN .  lid . each. 

T H E   W I L D S   O F   L O N D O N .________ | 

L O W - L I F E   D E E P S . 

GREV1LLE  (HENRY),  NOVELS  BY:

N I K A N O R . 

T r a n s l a t e d   b y   F.l iz a   E .   C h a s e . 

W i t h   8  I llu s t r a t io n s .  C r o w n   8vo, 

c lo t h   e x t r a ,  I N . ;  p o s t  8 v o ,  il lu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , A   N O B L E   W O M A N .  C r o w n   Bvo.  c lo th   e x tr a ,  & » , ;   p o s t  Bvo.  illu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  ‘N . 

Gr if f it h :—c o r in t h ia m a r a z t o n :  A  Novel.  By  Cecil  Griff i t h ,  A u t h o r   o f   "   V i c t o r y   D e i n e }"   & c , C r o .v n   8 v o ,  c lo th   e x t r a ,  I N .   ( i d , 
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UABBERTON  (JOHN, A u th o r of  H e le n ’s  B a b ie s ” ), NOVELS  BY. 

P o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s   t i n .   e a c h   ;  c l o t h   l i m p .   t i n .   ( i t l .   e a c h . 

__  B R U E T O N ’ S   B A Y O U . _______________ I 

C O U N T R Y   L U C K . _________________

HAIR,  THE:  Its  Treatm en t  in  H ea lth ,  W eakness,  and  Disease.  T ra n s-l a t e d  f r o m   t h e   G e r m a n   o f   D r.  J .  P i n c u s . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,   I n. ;   c l o t h ,   1* .   6«V. 

HAKE  (DR.  THOMAS  GORDON),  POEMS  BY.  c r .  a™ .  d .   ex..  « , . e

N E W   S Y M B O L S . 

|  L E G E N D S   O F   T H E   M O R R O W .   | 

T H E   S E R P E N T   P L A Y . 

M A I D E N   E C S T A S Y *   S m a l l  4to, c lo t h   e x t r a ,   8 a *

HALL.—SKETCHES  OF  IRISH  CHARACTER]  Hy  Mrs.  s. C.  H a ll. 

W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I l l u s t r a t i o n s   o n   S t e e l   a n d   W o o d   b y   M a c l i s e ,  G i l b e r t , H a r v e y , a n d G e o r g e   C r u i k s m a n k . 

M e d i u m   hv o.   c l o t h   e x t r a .   7 *. lid . 

HALLIDAY  (ANDR.).—EVERY-DAY  PAPERS. Post  8vo,  bcls., 2s. 

HANDWRITING,  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF. W ith   over  io o   F acsim iles

_a n d   E x p l a n a t o r y   T e x t ,   b y   D o n   F e l i x    m :  S a l a m a n c a .  P o s t   Hvo.  c l o t h   l i m p , I l i l . 

HANKY-PANKY :  E a sy   T ric k s,  W h ite   M a g ic,  Sleig ht  of  H a n d ,  A c. 

E d i t e d   b y   W .   H.   C r e m k r .  W i t h   200  I l l u s t r a t i o n s .   C r o w n   Hvo,  c l o t h   e x t r a , 4 « .   l i d . 

HARDYTLADY'DUFS’U S ).- PAUL  WYNTER’S  S A C R IF IC E ^ . 

HARDY  (THOMAS). —  UNDER  THE  GREENWOOD  TREE. 

B y

T h o m a s   H a r d y ,  A u t h o r   of  " F a r   f r o m   t h e   M a d d i n g   C r o w d . " 

W i t h   P o r t r a i t   a n d   15 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   ‘ S * .   l i d . ;   p o s t   Hvo.  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   *4* . 

HARPER.  -THE  BRIGHTON  ROAD :  old T  im es  and  N ew  on  a  C lassic H i g h w a y ,   B y   C h a r l e s   G .   H a r p e r .  W i t h   a   P h o t o g r a v u r e   F r o n t i s p i e c e   a n d   90  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

D e m y   Hvo,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   l l i w . 

__________________

HARWOOD.—THE  TENTH  EARL. B y   J. B erwick  H arwood. Post

Hvo,  illustrated  boards,  *.£*. 

HA WEIS  (MRS.  H.  R.),  WORKS  B Y T  Square  Hvo,  cloth  extra,  li». each. 

T H E   A R T   O P   B E A U T Y . 

W i t h   C o l o u r e d   F r o n t i s p i e c e   a n d   91  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

T H E   A R T   O P   D E C O R A T I O N . 

W i t h   C o l o u r e d   F r o n t i s p i e c e   a n d   74  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C H A U C E R   F O R   C H I L D R E N . 

W i t h  8  C o l o u r e d   P l a t e s   a n d   30  W o o d c u t s . 

T H E   A R T   O F   D R E S S . 

W i t h   32  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

P o s t   Hvo,  I n . ;   c l o t h ,   1m.  l i d . 

C H A U C E R   F O R   S C H O O L S . 

D e m y   Hvo,  c l o t h   l i m p .   2 * .   l i d . 

IIAW EIS(Rev. H. R.,M.A.).  -AMERICAN HUMORISTS : W ashington

I r v i n g ,  O l i v e r   W e n d e l l   H o l m e s ,  Ja m e s   R u s s e l l   L o w e l l ,  A r t e m u s   W a r d , M a r k   T w a i n ,  a n d   B r e t   H a r t e .  T h i r d   E d i t i o n . 

C r o w n   Hvo,  c l o t h   extra.  O c . 

IIAWLEY  SMART.-WITHOUT  LOVE  ORTICENCeT  A   N ovel.  H y

H a w l e y   S m a r t .  C r o w n   Hvo.  c l o t h   e x t r a , 

l i d . ;  p o s t   Hvo,  i l l u s t r a t e d   h o a r d s ,   ‘J * . 

H A W T H O R N E . — O U R   O L D   H O M E . 

B y   N athan iel  H awthorne. 

A n n o t a t e d   w i t h   P a s s a g e s   f r o m   t h e   A u t h o r ' s   N o t e - b o o k ,   a n d   I l l u s t r a t e d   w i t h   31 

P h o t o g r a v u r e s .   T w o   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   Hvo,  b u c k r a m ,   g i l t   t o p ,   15m. 

iia w t h o r n e TO O l Ta n ),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .*6-.  G r l .   e a c h ;   p o s t   Hvo,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   t f a.   e a c h , G A R T H . 

I  E L L I C E   Q U E N T I N . 

I  B E A T R I X   R A N D O L P H . 

| 

D U S T . 

S E B A S T I A N   S T R O M E . 

D A Y I D  

P O I N D E X T E R . 

F O R T U N E ' S   F O O L . 

T H E   S P E C T R E   O F   T H E   C A M E R A . 

T o s t   S vo ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   t i n .   e a c h . 

M I S S   C A D O G N A . 

I 

L O Y E - O R   A   N A M E . 

M R S .   G A I N S B O R O U G H ’ S   D I A M O N D S . '   F c a p .   8 vo .   I l l u s t r a t e d   c o v e r ,   l « . 

H EATH .-M Y  GARDEN  WILD,  AND  WHAT  I  GREW  THERE. 

B y   F r a n c i s   G e o r g e   H e a t h .  C r o w n  8 vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   g i l t   e d g e s ,   l i « . 

_________

HELPS  (SIR  ARTHUR),  WORKS  BY.  Post8vo. cloth  limp, ’-ja. li d .  each. 

A N I M A L S   A N D   T H E I R   M A S T E R S .   | 

S O C I A L   P R E S S U R E . 

I Y A N   D E   B I R O N :   A   N o v e l . 

C r .  8 v o .   c l .   e x t r a ,   .Tw.  l i d . ;   p o s t   8 v o ,  i l l u s t .   b d s . ,   t | « . 

HENDERSON.—AGATHA  PAGE:  A  Novel.  By  Isaac  H enderson. 

C r o w n   Hvo,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   ! I n. lid . 

HENTY.—RUJUE,  THE JUGGLER. B y   G .  A . H enty. T h re e   Vols, HERMAN]—A  LEADING  LADY." B y   H enry  H erman, joint-A uthor o f   " T h e   B i s h o p s '   B i b ' e . ' 1 

P o s t   Hvo,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , 

J  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   5

# * .   l i d . 
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BOOKS  PUBLISHED  B Y

HERRICK’S  (ROBERT)  HESPERIDES,  NOBLE  NUMBERS,  AND

C O M P L E T E   C O L L E C T E D   P O E M S . 

W i t h   M e m o r i a l - I n t r o d u c t i o n   a n d   N o t e s   b y   t h e R ev. A.  B . G r o sa r t, D . D . ; Steel Portrait, & c .   T h r e e   V o l s . ,   c r o w n  8vo, c l.   b d s. , !(&•• 

H E R T Z K A . - F R E E L A N D   :  A   S o c ia l  A n tic ip a t io n . 

B y   D r .   T h e o d o r

H k u t z k a . 

T r a n s l a t e d   b y   A r t h u r   R a n s o m .  C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   I t * . 

HESSE-WARTEGG. — TUNIS :  T h e  L a n d   and  the People.  B y   C h eva lier K r n s t   v o n   H e s s e - W a r t e g o . 

W i t h    22  I ll u s t r a t io n s . __C r .   8 vo ,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   I t * .   t i l l . 

H I L L . 

T R E A S O N - F E L O N Y   :  A Novel.  By John Hill.  T wo Vols. 

H I N D L E Y   ( C H A R L E S ) , " W O R K S   B Y . 

T A Y E R N   A N E C D O T E S   A N D   S A Y I N G S :   I n c l u d i n g   R e m i n i s c e n c e s   c o n n e c t e d   w i t h C o f f e e   M o u s e s ,   C l u b s ,   & o ,   W i t h   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h ,   3 m.  t i l l . 

T H E   L I F E   A N D   A D Y E N T U R E S   O F   A   C H E A P   J A C K .   (*r.  8 v o ,  c l o t h   e x . .   3 » .   O i l . 

HOEY.—THE LOVER’S CREED.  By Mrs. Cashel Hoey.  Post8vo,2s. 

HOLLINGSHEADTJOHN).- NIAGARA SPRAY. C r m v n lv o , is . 

HOLMES.—THE  SCIENCE  OF  VOICE  PRODUCTION  AND  VOICE

P R E S E R V A T I O N .   B y   G ordon  H o l m e s ,  M . D . 

C r o w n S v o ,   1m. ;   clo th,  1m. 

HOLMES  (OLIVER  WENDELL),  WORKS  BY. 

T H E   A U T O C R A T   O F   T H E   B R E A K F A S T - T A B L E . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   b y  J.  G o r d o n  

T h o m s o n .  P o s t   8 v o ,   c l o t h   l i m p ,   ‘J m.  O il.— A n o t h e r   E d i t i o n ,   in  s ma l le r  t yp e,  w i t h a n   I n t r o d u c t i o n   b y  G .   A.   S a l a . 

P o s t   8 vo .   c l o t h   l i m p ,   *^m. 

T H E   A U T O C R A T   O F   T H E   B R E A K F A S T - T A B L E   a n d   T H E   P R O F E S S O R   A T   T H E  

B R E A K F A S T - T A B L E . 

I n   O n e   V o l . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   h a l f - b o u n d ,   i l l . 

HOOD'S  (THOMAS)  CHOICE  WORKS, in  P rose and  Verse!  W ith   Tale

o f   t h e   A u t h o r ,   P o r t r a i t ,   a n d   200  I l l u s t r a t i o n s .   C r o w n   8 vo .   c l o t h   e x t r a ,  7m.  <m I. 

H O O D ’ S   W H I M S   A N D   O D D I T I E S . 

W i t h   85  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

P o s t   h v o,   p r i n t e d   o n 

l a i d   p a p e r   a n d   h a l f - b o n n d ,   ‘J n . 

HOOD  (TOM).-FROM  NOWHERE  TO  THE  NORTH  POLE:  A

N o a h ’s  A r k a s o l o g i c a l   N a r r a t i v e .   B y  T o m  H o o d .  W i t h   25  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y  W .   B k u n t o n a n d   K .   C .   B a r n e s .  S q u a r e   8 vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   g i l t   e d g e s ,   O f l t HOOK’S  (THEODORE)  CHOICE  HUMOROUS  WORKS; in clud ing  his

L u d i c r o u s   A d v e n t u r e s ,   B o n s   M o t s ,   P u n s ,   a n d   H o a x e s . 

W i t h   L i f e   o f   t h e   A u t h o r , 

P o r t r a i t s ,   F a c s i m i l e s ,   a n d   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   7«.  O i l , 

HOOPER.  THE  HOUSE  OF  RABY:  A  Novel.  By  Mrs.  Georoe

H o o p e r .  P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   i l l . 

HO PKIN S.-“ ’TW IXT  LOVE  AND  D U T Y !”   A  Novel. B y   T ig h b

H o p k i n s .  P o s t   8vo, i l l u s t r a t e d  b o a r d . ,   II. . 

HO R N E.-O R IO N :  A n   E p ic   Poem .  B y   R i c h a r d   H e n g i s t   H o r n e . 

W i t h   P h o t o g r a p h i c   P o r t r a i t   b y   S u m m e r s .  T e n t h   E d i t i o n .   C r L8 v o ,   c l o t i i   e x t r a .   7*. 

HORSE  (THE)  AND  HIS  RIDER:  A n   A n e cd o tic  M e d ley.  B y   “ T iiok-m a n b y . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   t i x . 

IIUNGERFORD  (MRS.), A u th o r   6 T "  M o lly   B a w n ," NOVELS  BY. 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   t i n .   e a c h   ;  c l o t h   P m p ,   t i n .   t t i l .   e a c h . 

A   M A I D E N   A L L   F O R L O R N .   I  I N   D U R A N C E   V I L E .   |  A   M E N T A L   S T R U G G L E . 

M A R Y E L . 

I 

A   M O D E R N   C I R C E . 

L A D Y   V E R N E R   S   F L I G H T .   T w o   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   8 v o . 

HUNT.-ESSAYS BY LEIGH HUNT :  A T ai.e  for  a  C himney  C orner, 

&<\ 

F di t c d  by  E dm und   O l l i e r . 

Post  8vo,  printed  on  lai.l  paper  and   half-bd., 

HUNT  (MRS.  ALFRED),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   3 m.  l i d .   e a c h ;   post   8vo, il lu s t r a t e d   h o a r d s . e a c h . 

T H E   L E A D E N   C A S K E T . 

|  S E L F - C O N D E M N E D . 

|  T H A T   O T H E R   P E R S O N . 

T H O R N I C R O F T ’ S   M O D E L . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a i d s ,  2 * . 

M R S .   J U L I E T .   T h r e e   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   8vo . 

HUTCHISON.  -HINTS ON COLT-BREAKING. B y   W .  M . H utchison, 

W i t h   25  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8vo ,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   3 m.  ( i d , 

HYDROPHOBIA:  A n   A cco u n t o f  M . Pasteur’s  System   ; T e ch n iq u e   o f h i s   M e t h o d ,   a n d   S t a t i s t i c s . 

B y   R e n a u d   S u z o r ,  M . B . 

G r o w n  8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,  O m. 

IDLER  (TH E ):  A   M o n th ly   M a g a z i n e .   E d i t e d   b y   J e r o m e   K .   J e r o m e  

*  

a n d   R o b e r t   F .   B a r r . 

P r o f u s e l y   I l l u s t r a t e d . 

5>ixpenco  M o n t h l y . —-V ols.  I.  a n d  

I I ,   n o w   r e a d y ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   • >*,   e a c h   :  C a s e s   f o r   B i n d i n g ,   I m,  l i d . 
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INGELOW (JEAN). — FATED TO  BE FREE.  Post  8vo, illustrated bds..  ' l l . 

INDOOR  PAUPERS.  B y   O n e   o f   T h e m .  C r o w n 8 v o ,  I s . ;   c l o t h .   Is. 6 d. 

INNKEEPER’S HANDBOOKTTHE)  ANd TICENSED VICTUALLER S

___MAN U A L.  B y   J.  T k e v o r - D a v i k s .  C r o w n  Bvo,  1 s . ;  c lo t h .  1«.  t i l l . ______________

IRISH  W IT   AND  HUMOUR,  SONGS  OF.'  C o l l e c t e d   a n d   E d i t e d   b y A .   P k r c b v a l   G r a v e s . 

P o s t   B v o ,   c l o t l i   l i m p .   i l t * .   f l d , _________ __________________

JAMES.—A  ROMANCE  OF  THE  QUEEN’S  HOUNDS.  By Charles

Ja m e s .  P o s t   B vo ,  p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   l v . ;  c l o t h   l i m p ,   I * .   t i l l . 

_________  

_

JANVIER.—PRACTICAL KERAMICS FOR STUDENTS. 13y Catherine

__ A .   J a n v i e r .  C r o w n   B v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   O r . _____________  

____________ _

JAY  (HARRIETT),  NOVELS  BY.  Post 8vo, Illustrated boards,  U*. each. 

T H J ^ D A R K C O L L E E N . 

|  T H E   Q U I ’. E N   O F   C O N N A U G H T . 

JEFFERIES  (RICHARD),  WORKS  BY.  Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  *.£.*•.  G<l.  each. 

N A T U R E   N E A R   L O N D O N .   |  T H E   L I F E   O F   T H E   F I E L D S .   |  T H E   O P E N   A I R . 

* * *   A l s o   t h e   H a n d -m a d e   P a p e r   E d i t i o n ,  c r o w n   8 vo ,   b u c k r a m ,   g i l t   t o p ,   G * .   e a c h . 

T H E   E U L O G Y   O P   R I C H A R D   J E F F E R I E S . 

B y   W a l t e r   B e s a n t . 

S e c o n d   E d i -  

t i o n . 

W i t h   a   P h o t o g r a p h   P o r t r a i t . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   l>*. 

JENNINGS  ( H .J .) ,  WORKS  BY. 

C U R I O S I T I E S   O F   C R I T I C I S M .   P o s t   Bvo,  c l o t h   l i m p ,   3 * .   t t i l . 

L O R D   T E N N Y S O N   :  A   B i o g r a p h i c a l   S k e t c h . 

W i t h   a   P h o t o g r a p h ,   C r .  8 vo ,   c l .,   tti_. 

JEROME. — STAGELAND. B y   J e r o m e   K.  J e r o m e . W i t h   64  I l l u s t r a 

ti ons b y  J.  B e r n a r d   P a r t r i d g e . 

S q u a r e  Bvo,  p i c t u r e  c o v e r .   I s , ;  c l ot h   limp,   * l s . 

JERROLD.-THE BARBER’S CHAIR; & THE HEDGEHOG LETTERS. 

B y   D o u g l a s   Je r r o l d .  P o s t  8 v o,  p r i n t e d   o n  l a i d   p a p e r   a nd  ha h- bo u nd , 4 m.__

JERROLD  (TOM),  WORKS  BY.  Post 8vo,  Ae. ea c h ;  cloth limp,  Ie. Otl. each. 

T H E   G A R D E N   T H A T   P A I D   T H E   R E N T . 

H O U S E H O L D   H O R T I C U L T U R E :   A   G o s s i p   a b o u t   F l o w e r s I l l u s t r a t e d . 

O U R   K I T C H E N   G A R D E N :   T h e   P l a n t s ,   a n d   H o w   w e   C o o k   T h e m .   C r .   8 v o , c l . , l * . G « l . 

JESSE.—SCENES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  OF  A  COUNTRY  LIFE. B y

E d w a r d  Je s s e . 

P o s t  8vo,   cl ot h  l i mp , 4 * . 

JONES (WILLIAM, F.S.A.),  WORKS  BY.  C r.8 vo,  cl.  extra,  7n,   fid. each. 

F I N G E R - P . I N G   L O R E :   H i s t o r i c a l ,   L e g e n d a r y ,   a n d   A n e c d o t a l . 

W i t h   n e a r l y   300 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

S e c o n d   E d i t i o n ,   R e v i s e d   a n d   E n l a r g e d . 

C R E D U L I T I E S ,   P A S T   A N D   P R E S E N T . 

I n c l u d i n g   t h e   S e a   a n d   S e a m e n ,   M i n e r s , 

T a l i s m a n s ,   W o r d   a n d   L e t t e r   D i v i n a t i o n ,   E x o r c i s i n g   a n d   B l e s s i n g   o f   A n i m a l s , B i r d s ,   E g n s ,   L u c k ,   & c . 

W i t h   a n   E t c h e d   F r o n t i s p i e c e . 

C R O W N S   A N D   C O R O N A T I O N S :   A   H i s t o r y  o l   R e g a l i a . 

W i t h   100  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

J O N S O N ’S  ( B E N )   W O R K S . 

W i t h  

N o t e s   C r i t i c a l   a n d   E x p l a n a t o r y , 

a n d   a   B i o g r a p h i c a l   M e m o i r   b y   W i l l i a m  G i f f o r d . 

E d i t e d   b y   C o l o n e l   C u n n i n g h a m  

T h r e e   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   8 vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   O s .   e a c h . 

J O S E P H U S ,   T H E   C O M P L E T E   W O R K S   O F .   Translated  b,y  W histon. 

C o n t a i n i n g   “ T h e   A n t i q u i t i e s   o f   t h e   J e w s ”  a n d   “ T h e   W a r s   or  t h e   l e w s . " 

W i t h   54 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s   a n d   Maps.  T w o   V o ls ..   demy 8vo,  h a l f - b o u n d ,   | 4 ». 0«L_____________ #

I f  E M P T . — P E N C I L   A N D   P A L E T T E   :  C h a p t e r s   o n   A r t   a n d   A r t is ts ,  I3y Uobi' r t   K e m p t . 

Post  Nvo,  clotli  limp,  4«*.  0«l. 

_ ____________

K E R S H A W . -   C O L O N I A L  “ F A C T S  

A N D ~ F I C T I O N S   : 

H u m o r o u s

Sketches.  Bv  M ark  K e r s h a w ._Post 8vo,  illustrated b o ar d s, 

cloth, *2* .   O i l . 

K E Y S E R . 

C U T   B Y   T H E   M E S S :  A   Novel. 

B y   A rthur  K k y s e k . 

C r o w n   B vo ,  p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   I n .   t  c l o t h   l i m p ,   1. . Gil. 

__________________________

K I N G  ( R .   A S H E ) ,   N O V E L S   B Y .   C r . 8 v o . c l . ,   .‘I n .  «< l.  e a . ;  post Bvo, bd».,  l A . .   ea . 

A   D R A W N   G A M E . 

I  “ T H E   W E A R I N G   O F   T H E   G R E E N . ” 

P o s t   S v o 7 il lu s t r a t e d   b o ar d s,  ‘A . ,   ea c h . 

P A S S I O N ' S   S L A V E . 

__ | 

B E L L   B A R R Y . _____________________

KNIGHTS (THE) OF THE LION : A   Rom ance of the Thirteenth  Century. 

E d i t e d ,   w i t h   a n   I n t r o d u c t i o n ,   b y   t h e   M a r q u j b s s  o f   L o r n e ,  K . T   C r .   8 v o ,   c l .   e x . ,   t i e . 
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B O O K S   P U B L I S H E D   B Y

K N I G H T . - T H E   P A T I E N T ’S  V A D E   M E C U M   :  H o w   to  Get  Most l i e n e l i t   f r o m   M e d i c a l   A d v i c e , 

i l y   W i l i . i a m   K n i g h t ,  M . K . C . S . ,   a n d   E d w a r d K n i g h t ,  L . R . C . P .   C r o w n   8vo,   l a . ;   c l o t h   l i m p ,   l a .   O i l . _________________________

I   A M B ’S  ( C H A R L E S )   C O M P L E T E   W O R K S ,   in  P r o s e   a n d   V e r s e , 

^  

I n c li u ii ii K   “   P o e t r y   l o r   C h i l d r e n   ”   a n d   "   P r i n c e   L ) u r u s . "   E d i t e d ,   w i t h   N o t e s   a n d I n t r o d u c t i o n ,   b y   K.   I I .   S h e p h e r d . 

W i t h   T w o   P o r t r a i t s   a m i   F a c s i m i l e   o t   a  p a g e o l  t h e   "   E s s a y  o n   R o a s t   P i g . ’ ’ 

C r o w n   8 vo ,   h a l f - b o u n d ,   7a .   t i l l . 

T 1I E   E S S A Y S   O P   E L I A .   P o s t   8vo, p r in t e d   on  laid  p a p e r   an d   h al t- b o u n d ,  i n , L l l ' T L E   E S S A Y S :   S k e t c h e s   a n d   C h a r a c t e r s   b v   C h a r l e s   L a m p ,  s e l e c t e d   f r o m   h is L e t t e r s   b y   Percy Fitzgerald.  Post  8vo ,  c lo th   li m p ,  ' i n ,   (L I. 

T H E   D R A M A T I C   E S S A Y S   O F   C H A R L E S   L A M B . 

W i t h   I n t r o d u c t i o n   a n d   N o t e *  

b v   B r a n d e r   M a t t h e w s ,  a n d   S t e e l - p l a t e   P o r t r a i t . 

F c a p .   8 v o ,   h f . b d . ,  i n ,   (|<|. 

L A N L i u R i — C I T A T I O N   A N D   E X A M I N A T I O N   O F   W I L L I A M   S H A K S -

P E  A R E ,   A c . ,   b e l o r c   S i r   T homas  L ucy, to u c h in g   D e c r- si e a l in g ,  ig t h  S e p t e m b e r ,   1582. 

T o   w i n c h   is  a d d e d ,   A   C O N F E R E N C E   O F   M A S T E R   E D M U N D   S P E N S E R   w i t h   t h e K a r l   o l   E s s e x ,   t o u c h i n g   t h e   S t a t e   o f   I r e l a n d ,   1595. 

B y   W alter  Savage  L andor. 

F c a p   8 v o ,  h a l f - R o x h u r g n e ,  D u .  f l d t  

____________________

L A N E .   - T H E   T H O U S A N D   A N D   O N E   N I G H T S ,   c o m m o n l y   c a l l e d   i n E n g l a n d   T H E   A R A B I A N   N I G H T S ’  E N T E R T A I N M E N T S . 

T r a n s l a t e d   f r o m   t h e  

A r a b i c ,   w i t h   N o t e s ,   b y   E dward  W illiam   L ank.  Il l u s t ra t e d   b y   m a n y   h u n d r e d E n g r a v i n g s   I ro tn  D e s i g n s   b y   Harvey.  E d i t e d   b y  Edward Stanley  Poolk.  W i t h   a P r e f a c e   b y   Stan ley L ane-Pool k .  T h re e  V o l s ., d e m y   Hvo,  c lo th   e x t r a ,  7* .  O i l .  ea c h . 

L A R W O O D   ( J A C O B ) ,   W O R K S   B Y . 

T H E   S T O R Y   O F   T H E   L O N D O N   P A R K S .   W i t h   I l l u s t s .   C r .   8 v o ,   c l .   e x t r a ,   J l a .   O i l . 

A N E C D O T E S   O F   T H E   C L E R Q Y   :  T h e   A n t i q u i t i e s ,   H u m o u r s ,   a n d   E c c e n t r i c i t i e s   ol t h e   C l o t h . 

P o s t   8 vo ,   p r i n t e d   o n   l a i d   p a p e r   a m i   h a l l - b o u n d ,   t i * . 

P o s t   8 vo ,   c l o t h   l i m p ,  i n .   O i l .   e a c h . 

F O R E N S I C   A N E C D O T E S . 

| 

T H E A T R I C A L   A N E C D O T E S . 

Leigh  (henry  s.),  works  by. 

C A R O L S   O F   C O C K A Y N E .   P r i n t e d   o n   h a n d - m a d e   p a p e r ,   b o u n d   i n  b u c k r a m ,  Sin, J E U X   D ’ E S P R I T . 

E d i t e d   b v   I I k n r v   S .   I . k k . h .  P o s t   Hvo,  c l o t h   l i m n ,   *«5».  ( h i . 

L E Y S  ( J O H N ) . — T H E   L I N D S A Y S   :  A  R o m a n c e .   P o s t   8vo,illust. bds.,2S. 

L I F E   IN   L O N D O N ;   o r ,   T h e   H i s t o r y   o f   J e r r y   H a w t h o r n   a n d   C o r i n t h i a n   T o m . 

W i t h   C r u i k s h a n k ’ s   C o l o u r e d   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   H v o , c l o t h   e x t i a , 

7 a .  ( h i . 

 [ S ' t ' w   /•'  h t m n   p r e p a y  1 i t ; ;. 

L I N T O N   ( E .   L Y N N ) ,   W O R K S   B Y . 

P o s t   hVo, d o t h  limp",  *i«."  u«i. ea c h . 

W I T C H   S T O R I E S . 

__________ I 

O U R S E L V E S :   Essays  on  W omen. 

C r o w n   8vo ,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   U a .   ( h i .   e a c h ;   po s t   Hvo,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  in,  ea c h . 

S O W I N G   T H E   W I N D . 

I  U N D E R   W H I C H   L O R D ? 

P A T R I C I A   K E M B A L L . 

|  “ M Y   L O V E ! ” 

| 

I O N E . 

A T O N E M E N T   O F   L E A M   D U N D A S . 

I  P A S T O N   C A R E W ,   M i l l i o n a i r e   &   M i s e r . 

T H E   W O R L D   W E L L   L O S T . 

! 

P o s t   Hvo,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  i n ,   e a c h . 

T H E   R E B E L   O F   T H E   F A M I L Y . ____ j 

W I T H   A   S I L K E N   T H R E A D . 

F R E E S H 00T 1N G   :  E x t r a c t s   f ro m   t h e   W o r k s   o f   M rs .  L ynn  L into n.  P o s t   8vo,  clo th, in .   (III. 

___  

_

L O N G F E L L O W ’S  P O E T I C A L   W O R K S . 

W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I l l u s t r a t i o n s

o n   S t e e l   a n d   W o o d .   C r o w n   8 vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   7* .   O il. 

______

L U C Y .  — G I D E O N   F L E Y C E   :  A   N o v e l . 

B y   H e n r y   W .   L u c y . 

C r o w n

_   Hvo.  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .‘ La.   ( h i . :   p o s t   Hvo,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   t f a . 

L U S I A D   ( T H E )   O F   C A M O E N S . 

T r a n s l a t e d   i n t o   E n g l i s h   S p e n s e r i a n

V e r s e   b y   R o r b r t   F f r e n c h   D u f f . 

W i t h   i t   P l a t e s . 

D e i n y   8 vo ,   c l o t h   b o a r d s .   i S a . 

M A C  A L P I N E   ( A V E R Y ) ,   N O V E L S   B Y . 

T E R E S A   I T A S C A . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   l a . 

B R O K E N   W I N G S .   W i t h   h  I l lu s ts .  b y   W .   f  H k n n f s s y .  C r o w n   Pvo.  c l o t h   e x t r a   (»a. 

M A C C O L L   ( H U G H ) ,   N O V E L S   B Y . 

M R .   S T R A N G E R ’ S   S E A L E D   P A C K E T .   C r o w n   8 vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   5a.   s  p o s t  8vo  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   g a . 

E D N O R   W H I T L O C K ,   C r o w n   8vo,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   ( 5*. 

M A C D O N E L L . 

Q U A K E R   C O U S I N S   .  A   ^ o \ e l ,   B v   A g n u s   M  a c d o n h l l , C i o w n   8 vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .’{ a .   O i l .   5  p o s t   8 vo ,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  in . 
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C H A T T O   &   W I N D U S ,   2 1 4 ,   P I C C A D I L L Y . 
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McCarthy  (justin,  m.p.k  works  by. 

A   H I S T O R Y   O F   O U R   O W N   T I M E S ,   f r o m   t h o   A c c e s s i o n   o f   Q u e e n   V i c t o r i a   t o  the G e n e r a l   E l e c t i o n   o f   1880. 

F o u r   V o l s .   d e m y   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   I  4».  e a c h . — A ls o a   P o p u l a r   E d i t i o n ,  in  F o u r   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   Hm.  e a c h . — A m i  a J u b i l e e   E d i t i o n ,  w i t h   a n   A p p e n d i x   o f   E v e n t s   t o  t h e   e n d   o t  1886,  in  T w o  V o l s . , l a r g e   c r o w n   8vo ,  c lo t h   ex tr a,  7*.   t h l .   ea c h . 

A   8H 0R T   H I S T O R Y   O F   O U R   O W N   T I M E S .   O n e   V o l . , c r o w n   8vo .  cl o th   e x t r a ,   0 *. 

— A l s o   a  C h e a p   P o p u l a r   E d i t i o n ,  p o s t   b v o ,   c l o t h   l i m p ,   4 * .  t h l . 

A   H I S T O R Y   O F   T H E   F O U R   G E O R G E S . 

F o u r   V o l s .   d e m y   8vo,  c lo t h   extra, 

14* .  e a c h . 

__________  

( V o l s .   I.  &   I I .  rnuiy. 

C r .   Hvo,  c l .   e x t r a ,   t t * .   ( h i ,   e a c h ;   p o s t   8vo , il lus t.  b d s „   t | x ,   e a c h   ;  cl.  l i m p ,  4» . O d . e a c h . 

--
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E --

R---

D --

A---

L -E - ----

N---

E -I---

G ---

H --

B --

O---

U ---

R -

S  . 

M I S S   M I S A N T H R O P E . 

M Y   E N E M Y ’ S   D A U G H T E R . 

D O N N A   Q U I X O T E . 

A   F A I R   S A X O N . 

T H E   C O M E T   O F   A   S E A S O N . 

L I N L E Y   R O C H F O R D . 

M A I D   O F   A T H E N S . 

D E A R   L A D Y   D I S D A I N . __________

C A M I O L A :   A   G i r l   w i t l i   a   F o r t u n e . 

T H E   D I C T A T O R .   T h r e e   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   8v o . 

f  S h o r t ly

“ T H E   R I G H T   H O N O U R A B L E . " 

B y   Justin  McCarth y, M.P.,and  Mrs.CAMPBKLL-

P rakd,  F o u r t h   E d i tion.  C i o w n   8 v o . c l o t h  ex tr a.   <1*.________________________

McCa r t h y   (ju stin   h7),  w o r k s  b y . 

T H E   F R E N C H   R E V O L U T I O N . 

F o u r   V o l s . ,   8vo,  l i l x .   e a c h . 

[ V o l s .   I.  &   I I .  ready.  

A N   O U T L I N E   O F   T H E   H I S T O R Y   O F   I R E L A N D .   C r o w n   8vo,  l a . :   c l o t h ,   l x .   « « l . 

I R E L A N D   S I N C E   T H E   U N I O N   :  I r i s h  H i s t o r y ,  1798-1886. 

C r o w n 8 v o , o l o t b ,   Six. 

H A F I Z   I N   L O N D O N :   P o e m s . 

S m a l l   Hvo, koM cl o th .  I f * .   Wtl. 

H A R L E Q U I N A D E :  P o e m s . 

S m a l l   4to,  J a p a n e s e   v e l l u m ,   N * . 

O U R   S E N S A T I O N   N O V E L .   C r o w n   Hvo,  p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   I * . ;  c l o t h   l i m p ,   1* .   O d . 

D O O M !   A n   A t l a n t i c   E p i s o d e .   C r o w n   8vo ,  p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   I * . 

D O L L Y :  A   S k e t c h .   C r o w n   8 v o ,   p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   1* . ;   c lo t h   lim n,   I * .   l i d . 

L I L Y   L A S S :   A   R o m a n c e .   C r o w n   Hvo,  p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   I n. ;   c l o t h   l i m p ,   l « .   ( h i . 

T H E   T H O U S A N D   A N D   O N E   D A Y S :  

P c r s i . n   T a l e s . 

E d i t e d   b y   Justin  II. 

McCarthy.  W i t h   2  P h o t o g r a v u r e s   b y   Stanley  L .   W ood.  T wo V o ls .,  c r o w n Hvo.  h a l f - b o u n d .   I 9 i . 

Macdonald  ( george,  l l .d.),  w o r k s   b y . 

W O R K S   O F   F A N C Y   A N D   I M A G I N A T I O N .   T e n   V o l s . ,   c l .   e x t r a ,   e l l !   eil t-es,  m   c l o t h c a s e .   ‘2 I n. 

Or  th e  V o ls .  m a y   b e   ha d  s e p a r a t e ly ,  in  g r o l ie r   cl.,  a t   4 *.  l i d .   ea c h . 

V o l . 

I.  W ith in  and  W ith o u t.—T he  II iddk-n  L ife. 

,, 

II.  T he  D isciple.—T he Gospel W omen.—Book  ok  Sonnets.—Organ  Songs. 

„  

I I I .   V iolin  Songs.—Songs  of  the  Days  and  N ights.—A  Book  of D reams.— 

Roadside  Poems.—Poems for Children. 

„   I V .   Parables.— Ballads.—Scotch  Songs. 

,  V   & V 1.  Ph an tasie s:  A   F a e r i e   R o m a n c e . 

| 

V o l .   V I I .   T he  Portent. 

„ V I H .   T he  L ight  Princess.—T he G ian t' s  H eart.—Shadows. 

„ 

IX.  Cross P urposes.—T he Golden  Key.—T he Carasoyn.—L it t l e   Daylight 

„  

X.  T he  C ruel  Painter.—T he  W ow  o’  R ivven.—T he  Castle.—T he  B rokf.n S words.—T he G ray Wolf.—U ncle'C ornki.ius. 

P O E T I C A L   W O R K S   O F   G E O R G E   M A C D O N A L D . 

C o l l e c t e d   a n d   a r r a n g e d   b y   t!io 

A u t h o r . 

2  v o l s . .   c r o w n   b v o ,   b u c k r a m ,   14m. 

A   T H R E E F O L D   C O R D . 

E d i t e d   b y   G e o r g f :  M a c D o n a l d . 

P o s t   8 vo ,   c l o t h ,   .“5-. 

H E A T H E R   A N D   S N O W :   A  N o v e l .   2  v o ls .,   c r o w n   8 vo , 

 [Shortly, 

M A C G R E G O R .   -   P A S T I M E S  

A N D  

P L A Y E R S   :  Notes  on  P o p u l a r

('.airier.  B y   R o b e r t   M a c g r e g o r . 

Post  Hvo.  cloth  litnp,  '2 '*.   t t t h

M A C K A Y . — I N T E R L U D E S   A N D   U N D E R T O N E S   ;  or,  M u s i c  at T w il ig h t. 

B y  C h a r l e s  M a c k a y , L L .D .  C ro w n   8vo, c lo th   extra,  <»*. 

M A C L I S E   P O R T R A I T   G A L L E R Y   ( T H E )   O F   I L L U S T R I O U S   L I T E R 

A R Y   C H A R A C T E R S :  

85  P O R T R A I T S ;   w it h   M e m o i i s   —   B io g r a p h ic a l ,  C ritic al, B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l ,   a n d   A n e c d o t a l — i l l u s t r a t i v e   o f   t h e   L i t e r a t u r e   o f   t h e   f o r m e r   h a l t   o( 

t h e   P r e s e n t   C e n t u r y ,   by  W i l l i a m   B a t e s ,  B . A .   C r o w n   Hvo.  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   7*.  (><l. 

M A C Q U O I D   ( M R S . ) ,   W O R K S   B Y .   S q u a r e   8 vo , c lo t h   e x t r a , 0<A« e a c h . 

I N   T H E   A R D E N N E S .   W i t h   50  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   T h o m a s   R 

M a c q u o i d . 

P I C T U R E S  

A N D  

L E G E N D S  

F R O M  

N O R M A N D Y   A N D  

B R I T T A N Y . 

W i t h  

34  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b v  T h o m a s   R .   M a c q u o i d . 

T H R O U G H   N O R M A N D Y . 

W i t h   92  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y T .   R .   M a c q u o i d ,  a n d   a   M a p . 

T H R O U G H   B R I T T A N Y . 

W i t h   35  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   T .   R .  M a c q u o i d ,  a n d   a   M a p . 

A B O U T   Y O R K S H I R E . 

W i t h   67  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   T .   R .   M a c q u o i p , P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   4 * .   e a c h . 

T H E   E Y I L   E Y E ,   a n d   o t h e r   S t o r i e s .   J 

L O S T   R 03S , 
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B O O K S   P U B L I S H E D   BY

MAGIC  LANTERN,  THE, and  its Management:  including full  Practical

D i r e c t i o n s   f o r   p r o d u c i n g   t h e   L i m e l i g h t ,   m a k i n g   O x y g e n   G a s ,   a n d   p r e p a r i n g   L a n t e r n S l i d e s . 

D y   T .   C-  I l t t e w o H T H . 

W i t h   t o  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r ,   8 v o .   I « .   t   c l o t h ,   1» .   »« !•

MAGICIAN’S  O W 5 B O O K ,"THEY Performances with Cups and Balls, 

E g g s ,   H a t s ,   H a n d k c r c h i o l s ,   & c . 

A l l   I ron)  a c t u a l   E x p e r i e n c e . 

E d i t e d   b y   W .   II. 

C r k m e r .  W i t h  aoo  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   4* .   f i l l , _

MAGNA  CHAHTAT An  E xact  Facsimile of  the  Original  in  the  British

M u s e u m ,   3  f e e t   b y   s l e e t ,   w i t h   A n n s   a n d   S e a l s   e m b l a z o n e d   in  C o l d   a n d   C o l o u r s ,   3m M ALLOCKlW .  H.)f  WORKS  BY. 

T H E   M E W   R E P U B L I C .   P o s t   8 vo ,   p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   4 m. ;   cl o th   l i m p ,   4 m.  l t d . 

T H E   N E W   P A U L   A   V I R G I N I A :  P o s i t i v i s m  o n   a n   I s l a n d .   P o s t   b v o ,  c l o t h ,   4 m.  l t d . 

P O E M S .   S m a l l   i t o ,   p a r c h m e n t ,   M e . 

18  L I F E   W O R T H   L I V I N G ?   C r o w n   8vo.  c lo t h   e x t r a ,  I ! m. 

A   R O M A N C E   O F   T H E   N I N E T E E N T H   C E N T U R Y .   C r o w n  Bvo, c lo t h , f l f c   _______

MALLORY’S  (SIR  THOMAS!  MORT  D’ARTHUR :  T h e   Stories  of

K i n p   A r t h u r   a n d   o f   t h e   K n i g h t s   o f   t h e   R o u n d   T a b l e . 

( A   S e l e c t i o n . )  

E d i t e d   b y   U. 

M o n t g o m e r i e   R a n k i n g . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   c l o t h   l i m p , 4 m.___________________________ _ _

MARK  TW AIN,  WORKS  BY.  C r o w n  Bvo, clo th  extra,  7**.  W ,l. each. 

T H E   C H O I C E   W O R K S   O F   M A R K   T W A I N . 

R e v i s e d   a n d   C o r r e c t e d   t h r o u g h o u t  

b y   t h e   A u t h o r .   W i t h   L i t e ,   P o r t r a i t , a n d   n u m e r o u s   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

R O U G H I N G   I T .   a n d   I N N O C E N T S   A T   H O M E .   W i t h   200  I l l u s t s .   b y   F .   A .   F k a s i '.r . 

M A R K   T W A I N ’ S   L I B R A R Y   O F   H U M O U R .   W i t h   197  l l l u s t i a l i o n s . 

C r o w n   8vo ,  c l o t h   e x t r a  (illu st ra te d ),   7m.  O i l .   e a c h ;   p o s t   Bvo,  il lust.  b o a i d s ,   3 . ,   e a c h . 

T H E   I N N O C E N T S   A B R O A D ;   o r ,   N e w   P i l g r i m ’ s   P r o g r e s s . 

W i t h   2.14  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

( T h e   T w o S h i l l l n g   E d i t i o n   i s   e n t i t l e d   M A R K   T W A I N ' S   P L E A S U R E   T R I P . ! 

T H E   O I L D E D   A G E . 

B y   M a r k   T w a i n   and  C .   D .  W a k n u r .  W i t h   212  lll usttutions. 

T H E   A D V E N T U R E S   O F   T O M   S A W Y E R . 

W i t h   i n   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

A   T R A M P   A B R O A D .   W i t h   a n   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

T H E   P R I N C E   A N D   T H E   P A U P E R .   W i t h   190  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

L I F E   O N   T H E   M I S S I S S I P P I . 

W i l l i   100  l l l u s t i a l i o n s . 

A D V E N T U R E S   O F   H U C K L E B E R R Y   F I N N . 

W i l l i   174  I l l u s t s .   b y   K .   W .   Kp.Mitt.it. 

A   Y A N K E E   A T   T H E   C O U R T   O F   K I N O   A R T H U R .   W i t h   220  I l l u s t s .   b y   B e a r d . 

M A R K   T W A I N ' S   S K E T C H E S . 

k > s t   b v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   4 m. 

T H E   S T O L E N   W H I T E   E L E P H A N T ,   & c .   C r .   8 v o ,   c l . ,   « m.  ;  p o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t .  b d s „  4 m. 

T H E   A M E R I C A N   C L A I M A N T . 

W i t h   81  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   11a l   H u r s t   a n d   D a n H e a r d . 

C r o w n   b v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   ?|m.  l i d . 

__________

MARLOWE’ S  WORKS.  Including  his  Transla tio ns.  E dit ed,  with  Notes a n d   I n t r o d u c t i o n s ,   b y   C o l .   C u n n i n g h a m .  C r o w n   Hvo,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   ( I s . 

MARRYAT  (FLORENCE),  NOVELS  BY.  Post  8vo,  illust.  boards, ‘J m. each. 

A   H A R V E S T   O F   W I L D   O A T S . 

I 

F I G H T I N G   T H E   A I R . 

O P E N !   S E S A M E   I 

I 

W R I T T E N   I N   F I R E . 

MASSINGER’S  PLAYS.  F r o m   the  T e x t   o f  W illiam Gifford.  Edited b y   C o l   C u n n i n g h a m . 

C r o w n   8 vo .   c l o t h   e x t r a .   II**. 

MASTERMAN.-HALF-A-DOZEN  DAUGHTERS:  A   Novel. 

B y   J. 

M a s t e r m a n . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   4 m. 

MATTHEWS.  A SECRET OF THE SEAT &c.  ByiiKANDER Matthews. 

P o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   4 m, ;   c lo t h   lim p,  4 m.  l i d . 

Ma y h e w . - l o n d o n Ch a r a 'c te r s Ta n d t h 'e ' h u Morous^s id e O F   L O N D O N   L I F E .   B v   H e n r y   M a v h e w . 

W i t h   I l l u s t s .   C r o w n   Hvo , c l o t h ,   3 m.   l t d . 

M ENKlN.—INFELICIAT" Poe m s  by  Adah  I saacs  Menkf.n. 

With

I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   F .   E .   L u m m i s   a n d   F .   O .   C .   P a r l e y . 

S m a l l   4to,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   7».  f i l l . 

MERRICK.-THE  MAN  WHO  WAS  GOOD.  I ’.y  Leonakd  Mekrick, 

A u t h o r   o f   “   V i o l e t  M o s e s , "   & c . 

P o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   d s . 

__________

MEXICAN  MUSTANG  (ON  A), through  T e x a s  to  the  Rio   Grande.  B y  

A ,   E ,   S w e e t   a n d   J .  A r m o y   K n o x . 

W i t h   265  I l l u s t s .   C r .   8 v o ,   c l o t h   extra, 7t>. 6 t i . 

MiDDLEMASS  (JEAN),  NOVELS-  BY.  Post  8vo, it lust,  boards, i f * .  each. 

T O U C H   A N D   G O . 

______  

|  M R .   D O R I L L I O N ^

M1LLER.—PHYSIOLOGY  FOR  THE  YOUNG;  or,  T h e  H ouse of Life  :

H u m a n   P h y s i o l o g y ,   w i t h   i ts   a p p l i c a t i o n   t o  t h e   P r e s e r v a t i o n   o f   H e a l t h . 

B y   M r j , 

F .   F e n w i c k   M i l l e r , 

W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I l l u s t r a t i o n s ,   P o s t  8 v o ,  c l o t h  l i m p ,  4 » . 0 d , 
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C H A T T O   &   W I N D U S ,   2 1 4 ,   F I C C A D I L L Y . 

•7

MILTON  (J.  L .),  WORKS  BY.  Pott ho, liiN c ly  .Mb,la>M«nch. 

T H E   H Y G I E N E   O F   T H E   S K I N .   W i t h   D i r r  d   o n s   l or   D i e t ,   b o a i u ,   b a t h s ,  he. 

T H E   B A T H   I N   D IS E A S E S   O F   T H E   S K I N . 

_ _ _____ _______

T H E   L A W S   O F   L I F E ,   A N D   T H E I R   R E L A T I O N   TO   D IS E A S E S   O F   T H E   B K IN . 

T H E   S U C C E S S F U L   T R E A T M E N T   O f ^ L E P K O S Y . 

I " m y N v e ,   l > . 

M1NTO (WM. ) —WAS SHE GOOD OR B A D ^ C r   two. I s. ; cloth, ls.Ucl. 

MOLESWORTH  (MRS.),  NOVELS  BY. 

H A T H E R C O U R T   R E C T O R Y .  P o s t   S v o ,  . il l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , T H A T   G I R L   I N   B L A C K

C r o w n   Hvo,  c l o t h ,   l « .   O i l . 

_____

MOORE  (THOMAS),  WORKS  BY. 

T H E   E P I C U R E A N :   a n d   A L C I P H R O N .  P o « t   S v o ,   h a l f - b o u n d , ! » . . 

P R O S E   A N D   V E R S E ,  H u m o r o u s ,   S a t i r i c a l ,   a n d   S e n t i m e n t a l ,   b y   T h o m a s   M o o h f ; w i t h   S u p p r e s s e d   P a s s a g e s   f r o m   t h e   M e m o i r s   o p   L o r d   I U r o n . 

E d i t e d   b y   K . 

H k r n k   S h e p h e r d . 

W i t h   P o r t r a i t . 

C n . w i i   Hvo.  H m l i   »-\ti  a, 

O il. 

MUDDOCK  ( j r   E.).  STORIES  BY. 

S T O R IE S   W E I R D   A N D   W O N D E R F U L .  P o s t   8 v o , l l l u M .   h o a r d s ,   2 « . t   clotli. • > . « < ! . 

T H E   D E A D   M A N ’ S   S E C R E T :  o r ,   T h e   V a l l e y   o f   C o l d W i t h   l  i n i m M  i , r e   b y  

F .   B a r n a r d . 

C r o w n   S v o .   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   «Sa.  j   p o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , P R O M   T H E   BOSOM   O F   T H E   D E E P . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o m d s , 

M A ID   M A R I A N   A N D   R O B IN   H O O D :  A   R o m a n c e   c f   O l d   S h e r w o o d   F o r e s t . 

W i t h  

12  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b v   S t a n l e y   L .   W o o d . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   & » . 

MURRAY1d;C H R IS T IE ),N 0 V E L S B Y . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e \ t r a .   I t , .   O i l .   e a c h   ;  p o s t   S v o ,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .   U s ,   e a c h . 

A   L I F E ’ S   A T O N E M E N T .   I  H E A R T S . 

B Y T H E   G A T E   O P T H E   S E A . 

J O S E P H ' S   C O A T . 

W A Y   O F   T H E   W O R L D

A   B I T  O F   H U M A N   N A T U R E . 

C O A L S   O F   F I R E . 

A   M O D E L   F A T H E R . 

F I R S T   P E R S O N   S I N G U L A R . 

V A L   S T R A N G E . 

I  O L D   B L A Z E R ' S   H E R O . 

C Y N I C   F O R T U N E . 

B O B   M A R T I N ' S   L I T T L E   G I R L . 

C t o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   l i e .   <1.1, 

T I M E   S   R E V E N G E S .   T h r e e   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   S v o . 

MURRAY  (D.  CHRISTIE)  &  HENRY  HERMAN,  WORKS  BY. 

O N E   T R A V E L L E R   R E T U R N S . 

Cr. 8vo, cl.  extra, O * . ;  post  bvo,  ill list,  bds.,  ‘2**. 

Crow n  bvo,  cloth extra,  Jl*. O il. e a ch :  post bvo, illustrated  boards,  *J». each. 

P A U L   J O N E S ’ S   A L I A S . 

W ith   13  Illustrations. 

| 

T H E   B I S H O P S ’  B IB L E . 

MURRAY  (HENRY),  NOVELS  BY. 

A   G A M E   O F   B L U F F . 

Post  Bvo,  illustrated  boards, 

;  cloth,  £ m.  ( it l . 

A   S O N O   O F   S 1X P E N C A .   Post  Hvo. cloth  extra, 

O i l . 

MEWBOLT.—TAKEN "FROM  THE  ENEMY.  iSy'ilitNRV  Nkwiiu'i.r. 

F c a p .   8vo, cloth  boards,  I n.   O i l . 

NISBET  (HUME),  BOOKS"BY. 

“ B A I L   U P ! ”   C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   . ' I n . O i l . ;   p o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s , D R .   B E R N A R D   S T .   V I N C E N T . 

Post Svo, illustrated  boards, 

L E S S O N S   I N   A R T . 

W i t h   2 1  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   b v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a , 

O i l . 

W H E R E   A R T   B E G I N S .   W i t h   27  I l l u s t s .   S q u a r e   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   T l . O d . 

NOVELISTS.  HALF-HOURS'  WITH  THE  BEST  NOVELISTS  OF

T H E   C E N T U R Y .   Edit, by H . T .  M a c k e n z i e   B e l l .  C r.svo,  cl., ! I n. O i l .  [Pi-eparm^, n ’HANLON  (ALICE),  NOVELS  BY.  Post Hvo,  illustrated boards, ill,e a c h . 

w  

T H E   U N F O R E S E E N . 

|  C H A N C E ?   O R   F A T E ? 

OH NET  (GEORGES),  NOVELS  BY. 

D O C T O R   R A M E A U .   9  Illusts.  by  12.  B a y a r d .  Cr.  8vo, cl.,  O * . ;  post bvo ,  bds., g a . 

A   L A S T   L O V E .   Crown bvo, cloth,  5 n . ;  post bvo,  boards,  *£m. 

A   W E I R D   G I F T .   Crown  bvo. cloth, ?Im. O i l . ;  post Hvo.  boards.  2*. 

OLIPHANT  (MRS.),  NOVELS  BY.  Post Svo,  illustrated  boards. !£«• each. 

T H E   P R I M R O S E   P A T H . 

|  T H E   G R E A T E S T   H E I R E S S   I N   E N G L A N D

W H I T E L A D I E S .   W ith   Illustrations  by  A r t h u r   H o p k i n s   and  H e n r y   W o o d s , A .R .A  

C rown  8vo, cloth  extra,  .'I*.  O i l . ;   post  Svo.  illustrated  hoards,  ‘J«*. 

O’ REILLY (HARRINGTON).—FIFTYYE AR S  ON  THE  TRAIL: "Ad-

ventures o f  Jo h n   Y .   N e t.s o n .  too  Illusts. by  P.   F r e n z r n y .  C r o w n   Hvo.  ! I n.  O i l . 

0 ’ R E l L L Y ( M R S : ) r £ P H ( E B E ’ S F O R T U N E S . 

P o s t   8 v o ,  111ust.  b d s ..  2 s . 

0 ’SHAUGHNESSY"(ARTHUR)7"P0EMS"BY. 

L A Y S   O F   F R A N C E .   C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   I O a .   O d . 

M U S I C   &   M O O N L I G H T .   F p .   8 v o ,   F a .   O i l .   1

B O N G S  O F   A   W O R K E R .   F p . 8 v o ,   T a . O d . 
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B O O K S   P U B L I S H E D   B Y

OUIDA,  NOVELS  BY. Cr.  Svo, cl.,  I|m.  IhI.  each ;  post Hvo,  bust. bds., VN. each. 

H E L D   I N   B O N D A G E . 

F O L L E - F A R I N E . 

M 0T H 3. 

T H I C O T R 1N. 

A   D O G   O F   F L A N D E R S . 

P I P I S T R E L L O . 

S T R A T H M O R E . 

P A S C A R E L . 

A   V I L L A G E   C O M M U N E . 

C H A N  D O S . 

T W O   L I T T L E   W O O D E N  

I N  M A R E M M A . 

C E C I L   C A S T L E M A I N E ’ S 

S H O E S . 

B I M B I . 

| 

S Y R L I N . 

G A G E . 

S I G N A . 

W A N D A . 

I D A L I A . 

I N   A   W I N T E R   C I T Y . 

F R E S C O E S .   !  O T H M A R . 

U N D E R   T W O   F L A G S . 

A R I A D N E . 

P R I N C E S S   N A P R A X I N E . 

P U C K . 

F R I E N D S H I P . 

G U I L D E R O Y . 

R U F F 1NO. 

B I M B I . 

Presentation  Edition,  with  Nine  Illustrations  by  E umu.nl>  II.  G akkei r. 

Square  8vo, cloth, .T*. 

S A N T A   B A R B A R A ,   &c.  Square 8vo,  c lo t h , 

;  crow n 8vo, c'otli,  tt * .  O i l . 

W I S D O M ,   W I T ,   A N D   P A T H O S ,  selected  from  the  Works  of  O uida  by  F.  S yd ne y M or r is .  Post Hvo,  cloth extra, 5 * .   C heap   E dit io n ,  illustrated boards, PAGE  (H.  A.),  WORKS  BY. 

T H O R E A U   :  His  I. ife  and  A im s .   With Portrait.  Post 8vo, cloth limp,  £ m.   O i l . 

A N I M A L   A N E C D O T E S .   Arranged on a  New Principle.  Crown Svo, cloth extra, $.«•

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  AND  ELECTIONEERING,  A  HIS-

T O R Y   O F .   from ilie Stuarts to Q u e e n  Victoria.  By Jo s e p h   G r e c o .  A New Edition, wi'h m  Illustrations.  Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 7h.  O i l . _______________________

PASCAL’S  PROVINCIAL  LETTERS. A  New  Translation, with  His-

torical  Introduction  and  Notes  by  T.  M C rie,  D.D.  Post Bvo. cloth limn, PAUL. —GENTLE AND SIMPLE.  B y   M a r g a r e t  A. P a u l .  With Frontis-piece by  H elen   Pa t e r s o n .  Crown 8vo, cloth, ttw.  O i l . ;   post 8vo, illnst.hoards, PAYN  (JAMES),  NOVELS  BY. 

Crown Svo. cloth extra. 

O i l .   e a c h ;   post 8vo, illustrated boards. ‘.J*.  each. 

L O S T   S I R   M A S S I N G B E R D . 

A   G R A P E   F R O M   A   T H O R N . 

W A L T E R ’ S   W O R D . 

F R O M   E X I L E . 

L E S S   B L A C K   T H A N  

W E ’ R E  

T H E   C A N O N ’ S   W A R D . 

P A I N T E D . 

T H E   T A L K   O F   T H E   T O W N . 

B Y   P R O X Y . 

H O L I D A Y   T A S K S . 

H I G H   S P I R I T S . 

G L O W - W O R M   T A L E S . 

U N D E R   O N E   R O O F . 

T H E   M Y S T E R Y   O F   M I R B P I D G E . 

A   C O N F I D E N T I A L   A G E N T . 

T H E   W O R D   A N D   T H E   W I L L , 

Post 8vo, illustrated  boards, !£n. each. 

H U M O R O U S   S T O r x I E S . 

F O U N D   D E A D . 

T H E   F O S T E R   B R O T H E R S , 

G W E N D O L I N E ’ S   H A R V E S T . 

T H E   F A M I L Y   S C A P E G R A C E . 

A   M A R I N E   R E S I D E N C E . 

M A R R I E D   B E N E A T H   H I M . 

M I R K   A B B E Y . ' S O M E   P R I V A T E   V I E W S . 

B E N T I N C K ’ S   T U T O R . 

N O T   W O O E D ,   B U T   W O N  

A   P E R F E C T   T R E A S U R E . 

T W O   H U N D R E D   P O U N D S   R E W A R D . 

A   C O U N T Y   F A M I L Y . 

T H E   B E S T   O F   H U S B A N D S . 

L I K E   F A T H E R ,   L I K E   S O N . 

H A L V E S . 
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T H E   B U R N T   M I L L I O N . 

A   W O M A N ’ S   V E N G E A N C E . 

F A L L E N   F O R T U N E S . 

C A R L Y O N   S   Y E A R .   C E C I L ’ S  T R Y S T . 

W H A T   H E   C O S T   H E R . 

M U R P H Y ’ S   M A S T E R . 

K I T :   A   M E M O R Y .   |  F O R   C A S H   O N L Y . 

A T   H E R   M E R C Y . 

A   P R I N C E   O F   T H E   B L O O D . 

T H E   C L Y F F A R D S   O F   C L Y F F E . 

S U N N Y   S T O R I E S . 

I N   P E R I L   A N D   P R I V A T I O N :   Stories  o f  M arine   A d v e n t u r e . 

With  17  Illustrations.  Crown Hvo, cloth extra,  II *.   O i l . 

N O T E S   F R O M   T H E   “ N E W S . ”   Crown Hvo, portrait cover,  I cloth,  I *».  lid. 

PENNELL (H.  CHOLMONDEI.EY), WORKS BY.  l>oStBvo,ci.,-i*.o,i.each. 

P U C K   ON  P E G A S U S . 

With  Illustrations. 

P E G A S U S   R E - S A D D L E D . 

Wi th   Ten lull-page  Illustrations by  G .   D u   Ma u r i k r . 

T H E   M U S E S   O F   M A Y F A I R .   Vers de  Sociifte, Selected  by  H.  C.  P e n n e l l . 

1’ IIELPS (E.  STUART),  WORKS BY.  Post Hvo.  In. each :  cloth,  l«. Oil.each. 

B E Y O N D   T H E   G A T E S .   By,theAuthor  |  A N   O L D   M A I D ’ S   P A R A D I S E . 

o f   “ T h e   G a t e s   A j a r . ” 

|  B U R G L A R S   I N   P A R A D I S E . 

J A C K   T H E   F I S H E R M A N .   Illustrated  by C.  W .   R eed.  Cr. Hvo,  l w .   t   cloth,  l « .   ( t i l , PIRKIS  <C.  L.).  NOVELS  BY. 

T R O O P I N G   W I T H   C R O W S .   I;cap. 8vo, picture cover,  In*

LA.0Y  L O V E L A C E ,   Po st   bv o,  il lu s t ra t e d   b o a r d s, 
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C H A T T O    &.   W I N D U S ,   2 1 4 ,   P I C C A D I L L Y . 
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PLANCHE  (J.  R.),  WORKS  BY. 

T H E   P U R S U I V A N T   O F   A R M S .   With Six Plates, and joglllusls.  Cr.8vo.cl ( i . l . 

B O N G S   A N D   P O E M S ,   1819-1879.  Introduction  by   Mrs.  M xc.k x k n k s s .  Cr. 8vo, cl., 41m. 

PLUTARCH'S  LIVES  OF  ILLUSTRIOUS  MEN. T r a n s la t e d   f r o m   th e Greek,  with  Notes  Critical  and  Historical,  and  a  Lite  o f  Plutarch,  by  Jo h n   and W i l l i a m   L a n g h o r n e . 

With  Portraits.  Tw o Vols ,d»*my Svo, half-bound, lO * . Oil. 

POE’S (EDGAR ALLAN) CHOICE WORKS, in Prose and Poetry.  In tro duction  by C h a s .  B a u d e l a i r e ,  Portrait, and  Facsimiles.  Cr. Svo, cloth, 0 «l. 

T H E   M Y S T E R Y   O F   M A R I E   R O G E T ,  &c.._  Post  Svo.  illustrated  boards. 

POPE’S  POETICAL  WORKS. P o s t  8 v o ,  c lo t h   l i m p ,   2 s . 

P R  A ED  (MRS.  CAMPBELL),  NOVELS  BY.  i *,  t  svo. iiust.  i .l , T H E   R O M A N C E   O F   A   S T A T I O N . 

|  T H E   S O U L   O F   C O U N T E S S   A D R I A N . 

“ T H E   R I G H T   H O N O U R A B L E / ’  B y   M i s .  C a m p b e l l   P r a e d  a n d   J u s t i n   M c C a r t i i y M . P . 

C r o w n   Svo. cloth extra,  4i « . 
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PRICE  (E.  C.),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   Svo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a , 
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T H E   F O R E I G N E R S . 
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G E R A L D .   P o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   h o a r d s ,   t i n . ____________

PRINCESS  OLGA.—RADNA ;  or. The  Great  Conspiracy of  1SS1.  By t h e   P r i n c e s s   O l g a .  C r o w n   S v o .  c l o t h   e x t r a .   6 « . 

PROCTOR  (RICHARD  A.,  B.A.),  WORKS  BY7“

F L O W E R S   O F   T H E   S K Y . 

W i t h   55  I l l u s t s .   S m a l l   c r o w n 8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .**«..  O i l . 

E A S Y   S T A R   L E S S O N S . 

W i t h   S t a r   M a p s   (or  E v e r y   N i g h t   in  t h e  Y e a r .   C r .   S v o ,   (>*. 

F A M I L I A R   S C I E N C E   S T U D I E S .   C r o w n   S vo ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,  iin. 

S A T U R N   A N D   I T S   S Y S T E M .   W i t h   13  S t e e l   P l a t e s .   D e m y   S v o , c l o t h   e x . ,   l O * . < > i t . 

M Y S T E R I E S   O F   T I M E   A N D   S P A C E .   W i t h   I l l u s t r a t i o n s .   C r .   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   O * . 

T H E   U N I V E R S E   O F   S U N S . 

W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I l l u s t r a t i o n s .   C r .   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x . ,   <>». 

W A G E S   A N D   W A N T S   O F   S C I E N C E   W O R K E R S .   C r o w n   S vo ,   I n .  ( HI . 

PRYCE. —MISS  MAXWELL’S  AFFECTIONS,  By  Richard  Pkyck. 

F r o n t i s p i e c e   b y   H a l   L u d l o w . 

C r .   S v o ,   c l . ,   4 *.  <»tl.  ;  p o s t   Svo,  illnst.  b o a r d s . , '4*. 

RAMBOSSON.- POPULAR ASTRONOMY.  By J. Ramuusson, L a u r e a te

1 1   o f   t h e   I n s t i t u t e   o f   F r a n c e .   W i t h   n u m e r o u s   l l l n s t s .   C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a , 7s , O d «

RANDOLPH.-AUNT  ABIGAIL  DYKES:  A   N o v e l.  B y   Lt. -C o lo n e l G  1:0Kor.  Ran do lp h ,  I h S .A .   C row n  Svo.  cloth  extra,  7 *.   <iil. 

READE  (CHARLES),  NOVELS  BY. 
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C H R I S T I E   J O H N S T O N E .   Illustrated b y   W i l l i a m  S m a l l .—  A l s o  a  Po c k e t   E di riu::, set  in  N e w   T y p e ,   in  E l z e v i r   style,  fc a p .  S v o ,  half-leather,  ‘4* .  t i l l . 
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I l l u s t r a t e d   b y   G.  J.  P i n w k l i .. 

C O U R S E   O F   T R U E   L O V E   N E V E R   D I D   R U N   S M O O T H . 

I l l u s t   I I k l k n   P atent,o n . 

T H E   A U T O B I O G R A P H Y   O F   A   T H I E F ,   &c . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   b y   Ma t t   S t r e t c h . 

L O V E   M E   L I T T L E ,   L O V E   M E   L O N G .   I l l u s t r a t e d   by  M.  E l l e n   E d w a r d s . 

T H E   D O U B L E   M A R R I A G E . 

I Il ust s.   b y   S i r   John  G i l b e r t ,  R . A . ,   a n d   C .   K e e n e . 

T H E   C L O I S T E R   A N D   T H E   H E A R T H . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   b y   C h a r l e s   K e e n e . 

H A R D   C A S H . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   by  F .   W.  L a w s o n . 

G R I F F I T H   G A U N T . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   b y   S.  L .   F ii.d e s ,  R   A.,  and  W i l l i a m   S m a l l . 

F O U L   P L A Y . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   by  G f.o n g e  D u   M a u r i k r . 

P U T   Y O U R S E L F   I N  H I S   P L A C E . 
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A   T E R R I B L E   T E M P T A T I O N . 
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I l l u s t .   b y   I I .   P a t e r s o n ,  S .   L .   F i l d k s ,  C .   G r e e n , A   W O M A N - H A T E R . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   by  T h om as C o u l d e k y . 

S I N G L E H E A R T   A N D   D O U B L E F A C E . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   b y   P.  M a c n a b . 
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T H E   J I L T ,   and  o t h e r   S t o r i e s . 
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I l l u s t r a t e d   by  F r e d .  B a r n a r d . 
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F c a p .   S ' -o,  l e a t h e r e t t e ,   In* 

T H E   C L O I S T E R   A N D   T H E   H E A R T H . 
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RIMMER  (ALFRED),  WORKS  BY.  S qu are 8vo, cloth gilt,  7».  G il.  each. 

O U R   O L D   C O U N T R Y   T O W N S . 

W i t h   55  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

R A M B L E S   R O U N D   E T O N   A N D   H A R R O W . 

W i t h   50  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

A B O U T   E N G L A N D   W I T H   D I C K E N S . 

W i t h   s8  I l l u s t s .   b y C .   A .   V a n d e r h o o f ,  A c . 

RIVES  (Amfelie).—BARBARA  DERI N 6 .   B y   A mklie  R ives,  Author

o f   “   T h e   Q u i c k   o r   t h e   D e a d   ?  ** 

C r o w n   8 v o,  c l o t h   e x t r a , 

U d , __________________

ROBINSON  CRUSOE.  B y  D aniel D efoe.  (Major’s  E dition.)  With

37  Ill u s tratio n s   b y   G eorge C r u i k s h a n k .  P o s t   8vo ,  h a l f-b o u n d , t i n . 

ROBINSON  (F.  W .),  NOVELS  BY". 

W O M E N   A R E   S T R A N G E . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   t j a . 

T H B H A N D 8 0 F   J U S T I C E .   C r .  8 vo ,  cloth_ex.,  H a .  O H . ;  p o s t  8vo,  i l l u s t   b d s ^ a * . 

ROBINSON  (PHIL),  WORKS  BY.  C row n   8vo, cloth  extra,  O s ,  each. 

T H E   P O E T S ’  B I R D S . 

|  T H E   P O E T S ’  B E A S T S . 

___T H E   P O E T S   A N D   N A T U R E !   R E P T I L E S ,   F I S H E S ,   A N D   I N S E C T S . 

ROCHEFOUCAULD’S  MAXIMS AND MORAL REFLECTIONS. With

N o t e s ,   a n d   a n   I n t r o d u c t o r y   E s s a y   b y   Sain ts-Beuve.  Post 8vo, cloth  limp, tin

. 

ROLL  OF  BATTLE ABBEY,  THE :  A   List  of  the  Principal  Warriors w h o   c a m e   f r o m   N o r m a n d y   w i t h   W i l l i a m   t h e   C o n q u e r o r ,   a n d   S e t t l e d   i n   t h i s   C o u n t r y , A .n .  1066-7 .  W i t h   A r m s   e m b l a z o n e d   i n  G o l d   a n d   C o l o u r s . 

H a n d s o m e l y   p r i n t e d ,  A m. 

ROWLEY  (HON.  HUGH),  WORKS  BY. Post  8vo, cloth,  £ m.  0 «l. each. 

P U N I A N A :   R I D D L E S   A N D   J O K E S . 

W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

M O R E   P U N I A N A . 

P r o f u s e l y   I l l u s t r a t e d . _____________________

RUNCIMAN (JAMES), STORIES BY. Post 8vo,  bds., 

e a . ;  c l . ,   ‘J w . (til. ea. 

S K I P P E R S   A N D   S H E L L B A C K S . 

I  G R A C E   B A L M A I G N ' S   S W E E T H E A R T . 

S C H O O L S   A N D   S C H O L A R S . ___  
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__________

RUSSELL  (W.  CLARK),  BOOKS AND  NOVELS  BY:

C r .   8vi>.  c l o t h   e x t r a .   O n.  e a c h ;   p o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t .   b o a r d s , e a c h   ;  c l o t h   l i m n ,   t j a .   O i l .   e a . 

R O U N D   T H E   G A L L E Y - F I R E . 

I  A   B O O K   F O R   T H E   H A M M O C K . 

I N   T H E   M I D D L E   W A T C H . 

M Y S T E R Y   O F   T H E   “ O C E A N   S T A R . " 

A   V O Y A G E   T O   T H E   C A P E . 

I  T H E   R O M A N C E   O F   J E N N Y   H A R L O W E
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M Y   S H I P M A T E   L O U I S E . 

A L O N E   O N   A   W I D E   W I P E   S E A . 

O N   T H E   F O ’ K * S L E _ H E A D .   P o s t   8 vo ,   i l lu s t.   b o a r d s ,   t j a . ;  c l o t h   l i m p ,   ’J a .   f i d .   _

CA1NT AUBYN (ALAN).  NOVELS  BY. 

w  
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A   F E L L O W   O F   T R I N I T Y . 

N o t e   b y   Oliver  W e n d e ll H olmes a n d   F r o n t i s p i e c e , T H E   J U N I O R   D E A N . --------------------------------------

F e a n .   Hvo,  c l o t h   b o a r d s ,   l a .   O i l .   e a c h . 

T H E   O L D   M A I D ’ S   S W E E T H E A R T . 

| 

M O D E S T   L I T T L E   S A R A . 

T H E   M A S T E R   O F   S T .   B E N E D I C T ’ S . 

T w o   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   8 v o . 

SALA (G. A.).  GASLIGHT AND DAYLIGHT. Post  8vo,  boards, 2s.  

SANSON.- SEVEN  GENERATIONS  OF  EXECUTIONERS :  Memoirs

o f   t h e   S a n s o n   F a m i l y   (1688  t o   1847). 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a .   I t * .   O i l . 

SAUNDERS  (JOHN),'NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   I I I ,   O i l .   e a c h   ;  p o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   t3a .  ea c h . 

G U Y   W A T E R M A N . 

|  T H E   L I O N   I N   T H E   P A T H .   | 

T H E   T W O   D R E A M E R S . 

B O U N D   T O   T H E   W H E E L .   C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   IN .   O i l . _____ _ 

____

SAUNDERS  (KATHARINE),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a . 

H u .   e a c h ;   p o s t   8 v o .   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   ‘J * .   e a c h . 

M A R G A R E T   A N D   E L I Z A B E T H . 

I  H E A R T   S A L V A G E . 

T H E   H I G H   M I L L S . 

__________ |  S E B A S T I A N . 

J O A N   M E R R Y W E A T H E R . 

P o s t   8vo~ i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   *2* . 

G I D E O N ' S   R O C K .   C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .'J*.  O i l . 
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SCIENCE-GOSSIP. E d i t e d   by  Dr.  J.  E.  T a y l o r ,  F .L .S .,  &c.  Devoted t )   G e o l o g y ,   B o t a n y ,   P h y s i o l o g y ,   C h e m i s t r y ,   Z o o l o g y ,   M i c r o s c o p y ,   T e l e s c o p y ,   P h y s i o g r a p h y ,   & c .   4 «l.  M o n t h l y .   Pt s.   i  to   300,  H d .   e a c h   ;  Pt s.   301 t o  d a te ,  I d .   e a c h .   V o ls . 

I.  t o  X I X   ,  7tt,   6 d .   e a c h  ;  V o ls .  X X .   t o   da te ,  Urn,   e a c h .   C a s e s   tor  B in d i n g ^  I x .   O d . 

SCOTLAND  YARD :  Experiences  of  37  Years. 

B y   C h i e f - I n s p e c t o r

C a v a n a g h .  P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .   2 * . ;   c lo t h ,  ’&*,   O i l . 

SECRET  OUT.  'THE: One  Thousand  T ricks  with  Cards;  with  Entert a i n i n g   E x p e r i m e n t s   i n  D r a w i n g - r o o m   o r   " W h i t e   M a g i c . " 

B y   W .   H .   C remkr. 

W i t h   300  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   4 a .   I l i l . 

SEGUIN  (L~G7)~WORKS  BY. 

T H E   C O U N T R Y   O F   T H E   P A S S I O N   P L A Y   ( O B E R A M M E R G A U )   a n d   t h e   H i g h l a n d s o f   B a v a r i a . 

W i t h   M a p   a n d   37  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   IIw.  G « l . 

W A L K S   I N   A L G I E R S .   W i t h    2 M a n s   am i  16  I ll n st s .  C r o w n   8vo,  c lo t h   e x t r a .   I t *. 

SENIOR  (WM.).—BY  STREAM  AND  SEA. 

l o s t   S v o ,   c l o t h ,   2s.  bcL 

SHAKESPEARE  FOR CHILDREN:  LAMB’S TALES FROM SHAKE-

S P E A R E . 

W i t h   I l l u s t r a t i o n s ,   c o l o u r e d   a n d   p l a i n ,   b y   J.  M o y r   S m i t h . 

C r .   4to,  G « . 

SHARP.  CHILDREN  OF  TO-MORROW:  A   N o v e l , 

 i i y   W i l l i a m

S h a r p . 

C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   O s . 

SHARP.  LUKE  (ROBERT  BARRj,  STORIES  BY. 

I N   A   S T E A M E R   C H A I R . 

W i t h   2  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   I I * .   O i l . 

F R O M   W H O S E   B O U R N E ?  See.   W i t h   F if t y   Il l u s t ra t io n s. 

f  Shortl". 

SHELLE Y.—THE COMPLETE WORKS IN  VERSE  AND PROSE OF

P E R C Y   B Y S S H E   S H E L L E Y . 

E d i t e d ,   P r e f a c e d ,   a n d   A n n o t a t e d   b y   K .   H ek.vk Shepherd.  F i v e   V o ls .,   c r o w n   Sv o,  c l o t h   b o a r d s,   I l » .   G i l .   e a c h . 

P O E T I C A L   W O R K S ,   i n  T h r e e   V o l s . :

Vol.  1.  Introduction  by the  Editor;  Posthumous Fragments o f Margaret  Nicholson;  Shelley's Correspondence  with.Stockdale;  The  Wandering J e w ; Queen  Mab,  with  the  Notes;  Alastor, and other Poems ;  Rosalind and  Helen :  Prometheus Unbound ; Adonais, &c. 

Vol  TI.  Laon  and  Cythna ; The C enci;  Julian and  Maddalo;  Sweltfoot  the  Tyrant;  The  Witch  of Atlas;  Epipsychidion;  Ilcllas. 

Vol  III.  Posthumous Poems;  The  Masque o f Anarchy; and other Pieces. 

P R O S E   W O R K S ,   i n   T w o   V o l s . :

Vol. 

I.  The Two Romances of Zastrozzland  St. Irvyne; the Dublin and Marlow Pamphlets ;  A  Refutation of Deism ;  Letters to Leigh  Hunt,  and  some Minor Writings  and  Fragments. 

Vol.  II.  The  Essays;  Letters  from  Abroad;  Translations and  Fragments,  Edited  by Mrs. SlIEI.LEY. 

With  a  Bibliography of  Shelley,  and  an  Index  of  the Prose Works. 

SHF.RARD (R. H . ) . -   ROGUES :  A   Novel.  C row n   Svo,  1* . ;   cloth,  I n.  G«* 

SHERIDAN  (GENERAL);-  PERSONAL  MEMOIRS  OF  GENLhAL

P .   H .   S H E R I D A N .   W i t h   P o r t r a i t s   a n d   F a c s i m i l e s .   T w o   V o l s . , d e m y   S v o ,  c l o t h , SHERIDAN'S  (RICHARD  BRINSLEY) COMPLETE  WORKS. W ith

L i f e   a n d   A n e c d o t e s . 

I n c l u d i n g   h i s   D r a m a t i c   W r i t i n g s ,   h i s   W o r k s   i n   P r o s e   a n d P o e t r y .  T r a n s l a t i o n s ,   S p e e c h e s   a n d   J o k e s ,   i o   I l l n s t s .   C r . S v o ,   h f . - b o u n d ,  7m,   G«l. 

T H E   R I V A L S ,   T H E   S C H O O L   F O R   S C A N D A L ,   a n d   o t h e r   P l a y s . 

P o s t   S v o ,   p r i n t e d  

o n   l a i d   p a p e r   a n d   h a l f - b o u n d .   2 n. 

S H E R I D A N ’ S   C O M E D I E S ;   T H E   R I Y A L S   a n d   T H E   S C H O O L   F O R   S C A N D A L . 

E d i t e d ,  w i t h   a n   I n t r o d u c t i o n   a n d   N o t e s   t o  e a c l i   P l a y ,   a n d   a   B i o g r a p h i c a l   S k e t c h ,  b y B randf.r Matthew s.  W i t h   Il l u s t ra t io n s.   D e m y   Hvo.  h a l f - p a r c h m e n t ,   14m.  <m !. 

SIDNEY’S  (SIR  PHILIP)  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS,  i n c l u d i n g   a ll   t h o s e  i n   " A r c a d i a . " 

W i t h   P o r t r a i t ,   M e m o r i a l - I n t r o d u c t i o n ,   N o t e s ,   & c .   b y   t h e R e v .   A .   B .   G rosart,  D . D . 

T h r e e   V o l s . ,   c r o w n   Hvo.  c l o t h   b o a r d s ,   I S * . 

SIGNBOARDS  T h e i r   H is t o r y . 

W i t h   A n e c d o t e s   o f   F a m o u s   T a v e i   n s  

a n d   R e m a r k a b l e   C h a r a c t e r s . 

By  Jacob  L arwood  an d   John  Camden  Ho tt fn . 

W i t h   C o l o u r e d   F r o n t i s p i e c e   a n d   94  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   S v o   c l o t h   e x t r a   ? | ,  l l i l , 

SIMS  (GEORGE  R),  WORKS  BY. 

P o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   ‘4* .   e a c h ;   c l o t h   li m p .   *.£•«.  4m 1.  e a r n . 

R O G U E S   A N D   V A G A B O N D S , 

I  M A R Y   J A N E   M A R R I E D . 

T H E   R I N G   0’  B E L L S . 

T A L E S   O F   T O   D A Y . 

M A R Y   J A N E ’ S   M E M O I R S . 

|  D R A M A S   O F   L I F E .   W i t h   To  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

T I N K L E T O P ’ S   C R I M E . 

W i t h   a   F r o n t i s p i e c e   by  M aurice G u k ii -1  knhagen. 

Z E P H :   A   C i r c u s   S t o r y ,   & c . ____________ ___

C r o w n   8 v o ,   p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   I * ,   e a c h   ;  c l o t h ,   l x .   ( i d .   e a c h . 

H O W   T H E   P O O R   L I V E ;   a n d   H O R R I B L E   L O N D O N . 

T H E   D A G O N E T   R E C I T E R   A N D   R E A D E R :   b e i n g   R e a d i n g s   a n d   R e c i t a t i o n s   i n P r o s e   a n d   V e r s e ,   s e l e c t e d   from  his  own  Works by George  R  Sims, T H E   C A S E   O F   G E O R G E   C A N D L E M A S ,   | 

D A G O N E T   D I T T I E S . 
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BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY

SISTER  DORA:  A Biography.  B y   Margaret  L onsdale.  W ith  Four 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

D e m y   S v o ,   p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   l i l . ;  c l o t h ,   O i l . 

________________

SKETCHLEY.—A  MATCH  IN  THE  DARK.  B y   A rthur  S ketchley. 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 n,  

__________________ _________

SLANG  DICTIONARY  (TH E ):  Etymological,  Historical,  and  Anec-

_d o t a l . 

C r o w n  8vo^_cloth  e x t r a , tiy  O i l .   _____________ __________

SMITH  (J.  MOYRL  WORKS  BY. 

T H E   P R I N C E   O F   A R G O L I S .   W i t h   130  I l l u s t s . 

P o s t  8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a .   11m.  O i l . 

T A L E S   O F   O L D   T H U L E . 

W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I l l u s t r a t i o n s .   C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   g il t,   |>m. 

T H E   W O O I N G   O F   T H E   W A T E R   W I T C H . 

I l l u s t r a t e d . 

P   st  8 vo ,   c l o t h   Jim. 

SOCIETY  IN  LONDON. 

By  A  F oreign  R esident, 

Crown  Svo, 

I m.  ;  c l o t h ,   1 m.  O i l . 

SOCIETY  IN  PARIS:  Tile  Upper  Ten  Thousand.  A  Series  of  Letters 

f r o m   Count  P a u l   V a s i l i   to a   Young  French  D i p l o m a t .   C r o w n   8vo.  cl oth,  O h. 

SOMERSET. —   SONGS  OF  ADIEU. 

B y   L o r d   H enr y  S omerset. 

S m a l l   4to, J a p a n e s e   v e l l u m .   O s . 

s p a l d i n g T ^ e l i z a b e t h a n  W

m o n o l o g y T  A n   E s s a y  on  the  Bel ie f

in  the  E x i s t e n c e   o f   D e v i ls . 

Hy T .   A.   S p a l l i n g .  LL.B.  C i o w n   Svo, cl ot h extra, 3 m, SFEIG H TTTrW dT NOVELS  BY. 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i ll ust r at ed boards, 

e a c h . 

T H E   M Y S T E R I E S   O F   H E R O N   D Y K E .   I 

H O O D W I N K E D ;   a n d   T H E   S A N D Y -  

B Y   D E V I O U S   W A Y S ,   & c . 

C R O F T   M Y S T E R Y . 

T H E   G O L D E N   H

O O P . __________ [ _  

B A C K   T O   L I F E . 

P o s t  8 vo,  cl ot h  l i mp ,  I n .  O i l .   each. 

A   B A R R E N   T I T L E . 

| 

W I F E   O R   N O   W I F E ? 

T H E   S A N D Y C R O F T   M Y S T E R Y . 

C r o w n   8 vo ,   p i c t u r e   c o v e r ,   I m. 

SPENSER  FOR  CHILDREN. B y   M .  H .  T o w r y .  W ith   Illustrations h v  W a l t e r   J.  M o r g a n .  C r o w n   4to,  c l o t h   gilt,  O m. 

STARRY  HEAVENS  (TH E ):  A  P oetical  B irthday  B ook.  Royal

i f imo ,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,  2 » .   O i l . 

STAUNTON.—THE  LAWS  AND  PRACTICE  OF  CHESS.  W i t h i n

A n a l y s i s  o f  the  O pe ni ng s .  By  H o w a r d   S t a u n t o n .  E d i t e d   b y   R o b e r t   13.  W o r m a l d . 

C r o w n   Rv o,   cl ot h  e x tr a,   3m. 

STEDMAN  (E.  C.)7 WORKS  BY. 

V I C T O R I A N   P O E T S .   T h i r t e e n t h   E d i t i o n .   C r o w n   8vo .  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   9 * . 

T H E   P O E T S   O F   A M E R I C A . 

C  rrnvn  rfvo,  c l o t h   e x t r a .   O m. 

STERNDALE.  •  •  THE  AFGHAN  KNIFE :  A  Novel'] 

B y   R o b e r t

A r m i t a g e   S t e r n  d a l e .  C r .   8 v o ,   c l ot h  e x t r a .   ?|m,  Oil.;  p o s t   8 vo , i l ln s t .  b o a r d s ,   i l e . 

STEVENSON  (R.  LOUIS).  WORKS  BY.  Post 8 vo,cl. lim p,  JIh. Oil. each! 

T R A V E L S   W I T H   A   D O N K E Y . 

S e v e n t h   E d i t .   W i t h   a  F r o n t i s . b y   W a l t e r   C r a n k . 

A N   I N L A N D   Y O Y A G E . 

F o u r t h   E d i t i o n . 

W i th  a   F r o n t i s p i e c e   by  W a l t e r   C r a n e . 

C r o w n   8 v n ,   b u c k r a m ,   «ilt  t o p ,   O m.  e a c h . 

F A M I L I A R   S T U D I E S   O F   M E N   A N D   B O O K S . 

S i x t h   E d i t i o n . 

T H E   S I L V E R A D O   S Q U A T T E R S . 

W i l l i   a   F r o n t i s p i e c e . 

T h i r d   E d i t i o n . 

T H E   M E R R Y   M E N .   T h i r d   E d i t i o n . 

I  U N D E R W O O D S :   P o e m s .   F i l t h   E d i t i o n . 

M E M O R I E S   A N D   F O R T R A I T S .   T h i r d   K d i . i o n

V I R G I N I B U S   P U E R I S Q U E ,  a n d   o t h e r   P a p e r s .   S e v e n t h   E d i t i o n . 

| 

B A L L A D S . 

A C R O S S   T H E   P L A I N S ,   w i t h   o t h e r   M e m o r i e s   a n d   E s s a y s . 

N E W   A R A B I A N   N I G H T S . 

E l e v e n t h   E d i t i o n .   C r o w n   8 v o ,   b u c k r a m ,   g i l t   t op,   ( I s . ; p o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 *. 

T H E   S U I C I D E   C L U B ;   a nd   T H E   R A J A H ' S   D I A M O N D . 

( F r o m   N f.w   A r a b i a n  

N i g h t s .)  W i t h   S i x   I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   J .  B e r n a r d   P a r t r i d g e .  C r o w n   S v o ,   c l c t l i e x t r a ,   3 m. 

P R I N C E   O T T O . 

S i x t h   E d i t i o n . 

P o e t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   £ m. 

F A T H E R   D A M I E N :   A n   O p e n   L e t t e r   t o  t h e   R e v .   D r .   H y d e . 

S e c o n d   E d i t i o n . 

C r o w n   S vo ,   h a n d - m a d e   a n d   b r o w n   p a p e r ,   I m. 

STODDARD. —   SUMMER  CRUISING  IN  THE  SOUTH  SEAS.  B y

C .   W a r r e n   S t o d d a r d . 

I l l u s t r a t e d   b y   W a l l i s   M a c k a y .  C r .   8 v o ,   c l .   e x t r a ,   I N .   ( h i . 

STORIES  FROM  FOREIGN  NOVELISTS.  W it h   Notices hy I Ii.lkn am1

A l i c e   Z i m m e r n .  C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   JJm,  O i l , ;  p o s t   S v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,  2 /*»

[image: Image 737]

[image: Image 738]

CHATTO   &   WINDUS,  214,  PICCADILLY. 

*3

STRANGE  MANUSCRIPT  (A)  FOUND  IN  A  COPPER  CYLINDER. 

W i t h   19 I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   G i l b e r t   G  v u l . 

T h i r d   E d i t i o n .   C r o w n   tivo,  c l o t h   o xt i  a, 

STRANGE SECRETS.  Told by C onan Doyle, P ercy  F itzgerald,  F lore n c e   M a k r y a t ,  Ate. 

C r .   8 v o ,   c l .   e x . ,   E i g h t   I l l u s t s . ,   t i « . ;  p o s t   b v o ,   i l l us t .   b d s . ,   I | n . 

STRUTT’S  SPORTS  AND  PASTIMES  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF

E N G L A N D ;   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   R u r a l   a n d   D o m e s t i c   R e c r e a t i o n s ,   M a y   G a m e s ,   M u m -  

m e r i e s ,   S h o w s ,   & c . ,   f r o m   t h e   E a i l i e s t   P e r i o d   t o   t h e   P r e s e n t   T i m e . 

E d i t e d   b y  

W i l i a m   H o n e . 

W i t h   140  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,  c l o t h  e x t r a , 7 h. M il. 

SUBURBAN  HOMES (THE) OF LONDONT A Residential Guide.  With

a  Map, and  Notes on  Rent il,  Rates, and  Accommodation.  Crown Svo, cloth, 7 h. till. 

SWIFT’S (DEANTCHOICE WORKS, in  Prose and  Verse.  With  Memoir, 

P o r t r a i t ,  a n d   F a c s i m i l e s   o f   t h e   M a p s   i n  “   G u l l i v e r ’ s  T r a v e l s . ’’  C r .   8 vo .   c l . ,  7 * .   O i l . 

G U L L I V E R ' S   T R A V E L S ,   a n d   A   T A L E   O F   A   T U B . 

P o s t   8 vo ,   h a l f - b o u n d ,  2 * .  

A   M O N O G R A P H   O N   S W I F T .   I W J . C h u k t o n   C o l l i n s .  C r .   h v o.   c l o t h ,   N h .  \ S h o r t l y . 

S W I N B U R N E   ( A L G E R N O N   C . ), 

W O R K S   B Y . 

S E L E C T I O N S   F R O M   P O E T I C A L   W O R K S  

E S S A Y S   A N D   S T U D I E S .   C r .   8 vo ,   I t ! * . 

O F   A .   C .   S W I N B U R N E .   I  c a p .   h v o ,   O h. 

E R E C H T H E U S :   A   T r a g e d y .   C r .   h v o ,   O h. 

A T A L A N T A   I N   C A L Y D O N .   C r o w n   h v o , 

O

S O N G S   O F   T H E   S P R I N G T I D E S .   C r o w n  

h. 

h v o .   O h. 

C H A S T E L A R D   :  A   T r a g e d y .   C r .   8vo .  7 h. 

S T U D I E S   I N   S O N G .   C r o w n   h v o ,  7 * . 

P O E M S   A N D   B A L L A D S . 

F i r s t   S e r i e s . 

C r o w n   h v o   o r   f c a p .   h v o ,   O s . 

M A R Y   S T U A R T :   A   T r a g e d y .   C r . h v o , 

P O E M S   A N D   B A L L A D S .   S e c o n d   S e r i e s . 

T R I S T R A M   O F   L Y O N E S S E .   C r .   h v o ,   ?*h . 

C r o w n   h v o   o r   f c a p .   h v o ,   O h. 

A   C E N T U R Y   O F   R O U N D E L S .   S m . 4 t 0 . N H . 

P O E M S   A N D   B A L L A D S .   T h i r d   S e r i e s . 

A   M I D S U M M E R   H O L I D A Y .   C r . h v o ,   7

C r o w n   h v o ,  7 

h, 

h, 

S O N G S   B E F O R E   S U N R I S E .   C r o w n   8vo , 

M A R I N O   F A L I E R O :   A   T r a g e d y .   C r o w n  

I  O h.  O i l . 

h v o.   O h. 

B O T H W E L L :   A   T r a g e d y . 

C r o w n   S vo , 

A   S T U D Y   O F  V I C T O R   H U G O .   C r . 8 v o . O H , 

I ' ^ . O i i . 

M I S C E L L A N I E S .   C r o w n   h v o ,   I ^ h. 

S O N G S   O F   T W O   N A T I O N S .   C r .   S v o .   « h. 

L O C R I N E :   A   T r a g e d y .   C r .   h v o ,  O h. 

G E O R G E   C H A P M A N . 

( S «   V o l .   I I .   of  G . 

A   S T U D Y   O F   B E N   J O N S O N .   C r . h v o ,   7*. 

C h a p m a n 's W o r k s . )   C r o w n   h v o ,   I>h. 

T H E   S I S T E R S :   A   T r a g e d y .   C r .   8 v r ,   O h . 

S Y M O N D S . — W I N E ,   W O M E N ,   A N D   S O N G   :  Mudizcvai  L a tin   Students' 

Songs.  With Essay and  Frans, by J.  A d d i n g t o n   S y m o n d s .  heap, hvo,parchment, O h. 

S Y N T A X ' S   ( D R . )   T H R E E   T O U R S :   In  S e ar c h   o f   the  Pictures que,  in S e a r c h  o f   C o n s o l a t i o n ,   a n d   i n   S e a r c h   o f   a  W i f e .   W i t h   R o w l a n d s o n ' s  C o l o u r e d   I l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  a m i   I . it e   o f   t h e   A u t h o r   b y   J.  C .   H o t t k n .  C r o w n   h v o .   c l o t h   e x t r a .   7h.  O i l . 

T A I N E ’ S   H I S T O R Y   O F   E N G L I S H   L I T E R A T U R E . 

Translated  by
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H k n r y   V a n   L a u n . 

F o u r   V o l s . ,   s m a l l   d e m y   h v o ,   c l .   b ds. ,  . '{ Oh, — P o p u l a r   E d i t i o n , 

' I ' w o   V o l s . .   l a r g e   c r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   I  . I n , T A Y L O R ’ S   ( B A Y A R D )   D I V E R S I O N S   O F   T H E   E C H O   C L U B :  Bur-
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| 

P R O U D   M A I S I L , 

C R E S 5I D A ,   P e s t   Svo,  i l lg c t r a t e d   b o ar d s,  *|s, 
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M A R I O N   F A Y . 

K E P T   I N   T H E   D A R K . 

M R .   S C A R B O R O U G H ’ S   F A M I L Y . 

F R A U   F R O H M A N N . 

I  T H E   L A N D - L E A G U E R S , 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   h o a r d s ,   £**•  e a c h . 

G O L D E N   L I O N   O F   G R A N P E R E .   |  J O H N   C A L D I G A T E .   |  A M E R I C A N   S E N A T O R . 

TROLLOPE  (FRANCES  E.),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .*$*.  <»<l.  e a c h ;   p o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   2 s .   e a c h L I K E   S H I P S   U P O N _ T H E   S E A .   |  M A B E L ’ S   P R O G R E S S .  1

A N N E   F U R N E S S . 

TROLLOPE (T. A.).  -DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND.  Post 8uo. must. b,is„  9».  

TROWBRIDGE.-  FARNELL’S  FOLLY:  A   Novel.  By  J.  T .  T row-

b r i d g e .  Post  8vo, illustrated  boards,  Vi*. 

TYTLER  (C .C .F R A S E R -).—M IS T R E S S   J U D IT H   :  A  Novel. 

B y

C . C .   F r a s e r - T y t l e r .  C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .‘ S * . ( » < l . ;   p o s t   8 vo ,   i l l u s t .   b o a r d s ,   «.<•

TYTLER  (SARAH),  NOVELS  BY. 

C r o w n   8vo ,  c l o t h   e x t r a .   i f * .   41*1.  e a c h ;  p o s t  8vo,  il lu s t r a t e d   b o a r d s,  VN .  ea c h . 

T H E   B R I D E ’ S   P A S S . 

I  B U R I E D   D I A M O N D S . 

L A D Y   B E L L . 

___________|  T H E   B L A C K H A L L   G H O S T S . 

F o s i   8 vo .   i l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s .   4 s .   e a c h . 

W H A T   S H E   C A M E   T H R O U G H . 

B E A U T Y   A N D   T H E   B E A S T . 

C I T O Y E N N E   J A C Q U E L I N E . 

D I S A P P E A R E D . 

S A I N T   M U N G O ’ S   C I T Y . 

T H E   H U G U E N O T   F A M I L Y . 

N O B L E S S E   O B L I G E . 

V IL L A R I.-A  DOUBLE BOND.  By Lib

i n d a   V i l l a r i . 

F c a p .   Svo, p i c t u r e

T 

cover.  I n. 

W A L T   WHITMAN,  POEMS  BY.  Edited,  with  Introduction,  by

f T  

W i l l i a m   M .  R o s s e t t i .  W i t h   P o r t r a i t .   C r .  S v o ,   h a n d - m a d e   p a p e r  a n d   b u c k r a m ,  <>*, WALTON “ AND  COTTON’S  COMPLETE  ANGLER ;  or,  T h e   C o n t e m p l a t i v e   M a n ’s   R e c r e a t i o n ,   b y   I zaak W alton ;  a n d   I n s t r u c t io n s   h o w   to   A n g l e   fo r   a T r o u t   o r   G r a y l i n g   i n   a c l e a r   S t r e a m ,  b y  Charles Cotton.  W i t h   M e m o i r s   an d   N o t e s b y   S i r   H arris N i c o l a s ,  a n d   6 i  I l lu s t r a t io n s .  C r o w n   8vo,  c l o t h   a n t i q u e ,  7h,   (»<1. 

WARD  (HERBERT),  WORKS  BY. 

F 1Y E   Y E A R S   W I T H   T H E   C O N G O   C A N N I B A L S . 

W i t h   92  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   t h e  

A u t h o r ,   V i c t o r   P r r a r d ,  a n d   W .   B .   D a v i s .  T h i r d   e d .   R o y .   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x . ,   I  I * . 

M Y   L I F E   W I T H   S T A N L E Y ’ S   R E A R   G U A R D . 

W i t h   a   M a p   b y   F .   S .   W e l l e r . 

F . R . G . S . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   I n. ;   c l o t h ,   I n .   O

i l . 

________________________________

WARNER.—A  ROUNDABOUT  JOURNEY. 

B y   C harles  D udley

W a r n e r .  C r o w n   8v o .  c l o t h   e x t r a .   <*«. 

VV ARRANT  TO  EXECUTE'^CHARLES  I.  T  Facsimile,  w it h  the  59
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Q u e e n   E l i z a b e t h ' s   S i g n a t u r e   a n d   t h e   ( t r e a t   S e a t. 
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WALFORD  (EDWARD,  M.A.),  WORKS  BY. 
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W A L F O R D ’ S   W I N D S O R   P E E R A G E ,   B A R O N E T A G E ,   A N D   K N I G H T A G E   (183  ). 

C r o w n   8vo ,  c l o t h   e x t r a ,   l ' 3«.  O i l . 

W A L F O R D ’ S   S H I L L I N G   P E E R A G E   ( 1333). 

C o n t a i n i n g   a   L i s t   o f   t h e   H o u s e   o f  

L o r d s .   S c o t c h   a n d   I r i s h   P e e r s .   A c . 

321110.  c l o t h ,   l a , 

W A L F O R D ’ S   S H I L L I N G   B A R O N E T A G E   ( 1833!.  C o n t a i n i n g  a   L is t  o f   th e   B a r o n e t s o f   t h e   U n i t e d   K i n g d o m ,   B i o g r a p h i c a l   N o t i c e s , A d d r e s s e s , A c .   32010,  c l o t h ,   l a . 
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321110,  c l o t h ,   I * . 

W A L F O R D ’ S  

C O M P L E T E  

P E E R A G E , 

B A R O N E T A G E , 

K N I G H T A G E , 
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H O U S E   O F   C O M M O N S   t i 893).  R o y a l   321110,cl o th   e x t r a ,  gilt  e d g e s ,  S ». 
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WEATHER,  HOW  TO  FORETELL  THE,  W ITH  POCKET  SPEC-
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W ESTALL  (W illia m ). - -TRUST-MONEY.  Three  Vols.,  crown  8vo. 

W HIST.-HO W   TO  PLAY  SOLO  WHISTS  By  Abraham  S.  W ilks
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P o s t   8 v o ,   c l o t h   l i m p .   '3s . ______________
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WILSON  (DR.  ANDREW,  F.R.S.E.),  WORKS  BY. 
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L E I S U R E - T I M E   S T U D I E S . 

W i l l )   I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   O h. 
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W i t h   n u m e r o u s   I ll t is t s . 
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G L I M P S E S   O F   N A T U R E .   W i t h   y ,   I  l l u. tt ra ti on s.   C r o w n   S v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   {!■ *  O d . 

W I N T E R   ( J .   S . ) ,   S T O R 1E S   B Y . 

P o s t   8 v o ,   i l l u s t r a t e d  

b o a r d s ,   t i n .   e a c h ; 

c l o i h   l i m p,   ‘i * .   O i l .   e a c h . 

C A V A L R Y   L I F E . 

I  R E G I M E N T A L   L E G E N D S . 

A   S O L D I E R ' S   C H I L D R E N .   W i t h   34  I ll us tr a ti ons   by E .  G .  T h o m s o n   a n d   E.   S t u a r t H a n d y . 

C r o w n   S vo .   c l o t h   e x t p n   .‘ N .   O i l . 

W 1SSMANN.-MY  SECOND  JOURNEY  THROUGH  EQUATORIAL

A F R I C A .   B y  H e r m a n n   v o n   W i s s m a n n . 

W i t h g a  11 l usts. 

P erny  8v o, 1 0 w, 

WOOD.  S A B i N A   :  A 

Hy  L a d y   W o od . 

P o s t   g v o ^ b o a r d s,  2s. 

WOOD (H. F.),  DETEC1IVE  SlORIES BY. Cr. Kvo.Mm, ea.:post8vo. bds. 

P A S S E N G E R   F R O M   S C O T L A N D   Y A R D .   I  E N G L I S H M A N   O F   T H E   R U E   C A I N . 

W O O L L E Y . — R A C H E L   A R M S T R O N G   ;  or,  L o v e   a n d   T h e o l o g y . 

B y

C elia  P ar k e r   W o o l l e y .  Post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  t i n . ;  c lo t h , WRIGHT  (THOMAS),  WORKS  B Y ." C row n   8vo,  cloth  extra,  y» .  4>«l. each. 

C A R I C A T U R E   H I S T O R Y   O F   T H E   G E O R G E S . 

W i t h   400  C a r i c a t u r e s ,   S q u i b s ,   Arc. 

H I S T O R Y   O F   C A R I C A T U R E   A N D   O F   T H E   G R O T E S Q U E   I N  A R T ,   L I T E R A 

T U R E , J 3C U L P T U  R E ,   A N D   P A I N T I N G .   Illi ’.strated  by  F.  W .   F a i r h o l t ,  F .S.A . 

V/YNMAN.—MY  FLIRTATIONS.  "B yJI ARGARKT  YVVNMAN.  With  13

I l l u s t r a t i o n s   b y   f .   B t t R N x R n   P A R T R t n C R . 

C r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a , 

O i l . 

VATES  (EDMUND),  NOVELS  BY.  Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  £«• each. 

1  

L A N D   A T   L A S T . 

| 

T H E   F O R L O R N   H O P E . 

| 

C A S T A W A Y . 

7 0L A  fEMlLE),  NOVELS  BY.  Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  3S. 6(1. each. 

^   T H E   D O W N F A L L .   T r a n s l a t e d   b y   E .   A .   V i z e t f .l l y .  T h i r d . E d i t i o n . 

T H E   D R E A M .   T r a n s l a t e d , ! ) /   E l i z a   C h a s e . 

W i t h   8  I l l u s t r a t i o n s   by J e a n n i o t . 

[image: Image 743]

[image: Image 744]

2(3

B O O K S   P U B L I S H E D   BY

LISTS  OF  BOOKS  CLASSIFIED  IN  SERIES. 

 For fuller cataloguing, see alphabetical arrangement, pp.   1-35. 

THE  MAYFAIR  LIBRARY.  Post 8vo,  cloth limp,  £»* (h i. per  Volum e. 

A J o u r n e y   R o u n d   M y   R o o m .   B y   X a v ik r

F o r e n s i c   A n e c d o t e s .   B y  J a c o b   L a r w o o d  

DR  MAI STRE. 

T h e a t r i c a l   A n e c d o t e s .   J a c o b   L a r w o o d . 

Q u i p s   a n d   Q u i d d i t l e B .   B y  W .   D .   A d a m s . 

J qux d ’ E s p r i t .   E d i t e d   by  H e n r y  S.  L e i g h , 

t h e   A g o n y   C o l u m n   o f   “ T h e   T i m e s . ” 

W i t c h   S t o r i e s . 

B y   E .   L y n n   L i n t o n . 

i l e l a n c h o l y   A n a t o m i s e d :   A b r i d g m e n t   of 

O u r s e l v e s . 

B y   E .   L y n n   L i n t o n . 

‘  b u r t o n ' s   A n a t o m y   of   M e l a n c h o l y . ” 

P a s t i m e s   fir  P l a y e r s . 

B y   R .  M a c g r e o o r . 

T h e   C p ^ C u l i e s   o f   C h a r l e s   D i c k e n s . 

N o w   P a u l   a n d   V i r g i n i a .   W . H . M a l l o c k . 

P o e t i c a l   I n g e n u i t i e s .   B y   VV.  i .   D o r r o n . 

N e w   R e p u b l i c . 

B y   W .   I I .   M a l l o c k . 

T h e   C u p b o a r d   P a p e r s . 

B y   F i n - B f.c 

P u c k   o n   P o g a s u s . 

B y   H .   C .   P e n n e l l . 

W .   B .   G i l b e r t ’ s   P l a y s . 

F i r s t   S e r i e s . 

P e g a s u s .   R e - S a d d l e d .   B y   H .   C .   P e n n e l l , W .   8 .   G i l b e r t ’ s   P l a y s .   S e c o n d   S e r i e s . 

M u s e s   o f   M a y f a i r . 

E d .   H .   C .   P e n n e l l . 

S o n g s   o f   I r i s h   W i t   a n d   H u m o u r . 

T h o r e a u :  H i s   L i f e   &   Aim s.  B y   II.  A.  P a g e . 

A n i m a l s   a n d   M a s t e r s .   B y   S i r   A .   H e l p s . 

P u n i a n a . 

B y   H o n .   H u g h   R o w l e y . 

S o c i a l   P r e s s u r e . 

B y   S i r   A .   H e l p s . 

M o r e   P u n i a n a .   B y   H o n .   H u g h   R o w l e y . 

C u r i o s i t i e s   o f   C r i t i c i s m .   H .   J. J e n n i n g s . 

T h e   P h i l o s o p h y   o f   H a n d w r i t i n g . 

H o l m e s ' s   A u t o c r a t   o f   B r e a k f a s t - T a b l e . 

B y   S t r e a m   a n d   S e a . 

B y   W m .  S e n i o r . 

P e n c i l   a n d   P a l e t t e . 

B y   K .   K e m p t . 

L e a v e s   f r o m   a   N a t u r a l i s t ' s   N o t e - B o o k . 

THE  GOLDEN  LIBRARY. 

Post  8 vo ,   c l o t h   l i m p ,   i n .   p e r   V o l u m e . 

B a y a r d   T a y l o r ’ s   D i v e r s i o n s   o f   t h e   E c h o J e s s e ' s   S c e n e s   o f   C o u n t r y   L i f e . 

C l u b . 

L e i g h  

H u n t ’ s  

T a l e  

f o r   a  

C h i m n e y  

B e n n e t t ’ s   B a l l a d   H i s t o r y   o f   E n g l a n d . 

C o r n e r . 

B e n n e t t ’ s   S o n g s   f o r   S a i l o r s . 

M a l l o r y ’ s   M o r t   d ’ A r t h u r :   S e l e c t i o n s . 

G o d w i n ’ s   L i v e s   o f   t h e   N e c r o m a n c e r s . 

P a s c a l ’ s   P r o v i n c i a l   L e t t e r s . 

P o p e ’ s   P o e t i c a l   W o r k s . 

R o c h e f o u c a u l d ' s   M a x i m s   &   R e f l e c t i o n s . 

H o l m e s ' s   A u t o c r a t   o f   B r e a k f a s t   T a b l e . 

THE  WANDERER’S  LIBRARY .  Crown  8vo, cloth  extra,  If'*.  <i«l. each. 

W a n d e r i n g s   I n   P a t a g o n i a . 

B y   J u l i u s  

W i l d s   o f   L o n d o n . 

J a m e s   G r e e n w o o d . 

B k k r b o h m .  I l l u s t r a t e d . 

T u n i s .   C h e v .   H e s s e -VVa r t e g g .  22  B l a s t s . 

C a m p   N o t e 3 . 

B y   F r e d e r i c k   B o y l e . 

L i f e   a n d   A d v e n t u r e s   o f   a   C h e a p   J a c k . 

S a v a g e   L i f e . 

B y   F r e d e r i c k   B o y l e . 

W o r l d   B e h i n d   t h e  S c e n e s .   P. F i t z g e r a l d . 

M e r r i e   E n g l a n d   i n   t h e   O l d e n   T i m e .   B y  

T a v e r n   A n e c d o t e s   a n d   S a y i n g s . 

G .   D a n i e l ,  i l l u s t r a t e d   b y   C r u i k s h a n k . 

T h e  G e n i a l   S h o w m a n .   B y   l i . P .   K i n g s t o n  

C i r c u s   L i f e .   B y   T h o m a s   F r o s t . 

S t o r y   o f   L o n d o n   P a r k s .   J a c o b   L a r w o o d . 

L i v e s   o f   t h e   C o n j u r e r s .   T h o m a s   F r o s t . 

L o n d o n   C h a r a c t e r s .   B y   H e n r y   M a y h k w . 

T h o   O l d   S h o w m e n   a n d   t h e   O l d   L o n d o n  

S e v e n   G e n e r a t i o n s   o f   E x e c u t i o n e r s . 

F a i r s . 

B y  T h o m a s   F r o s t . 

S u m m e r   C r u i s i n g   i n   t h e   S o u t h   S e a s . 

L o w - L i f e   D e e p s .   B v   J a m e s   G r e e n w o o d . 

B y   C .   W a r r e n   S t o d d a r d . 

I l l u s t r a t e d . 

POPULAR  SHILLING  BOOKS. 

H a r r y   F l u d y e r   a t   C a m b r i d g e . 

L i l y   L a s s .   J u s t i n   H .   M c C a r t h y . 

J e f f   B r i g g s ' s   L o v e   S t o r y .   B r e t   I I a r t e . 

W a s   S h e   G o o d   o r   B a d ? 

B v   W .   M i n t o . 

T w i n s   o f   T a b l e   M o u n t a i n .   B r e t   H a r t e . 

N o t e s   f r o m   t h e   “ N e w s . ”   B y   J a s .  P a y n  

S n o w - b o u n d   a t  E a g l e ' s .   B y   B r e t   H a r t e . 

B e y o n d   t h e   G a t e s . 

B y   E .   S .   P h e l p s . 

A   D a y ’ s   T o u r .   B y   P e r c y   F i t z g e r a l d . 

O l d   M a i d ’ s   P a r a d i s e .   B y   E .   S .   P h e l p s . 

E s t h e r ’ s   G l o v e .   B y   R .  E .   F r a n c i l l o n . 

B u r g l a r s   i n   P a r a d i s e .   B y   E .   S .   P h e l p s . 

S e n t e n c e d ! 

B y   S o m e r v i l l e   C.i b n e y . 

J a c k   t h e   F i s h e r m a n . 

B y   E .   S .   P h k l p s . 

T h e   P r o f e s s o r ’ s   W i f e . 

B y   L .  G r a h a m . 

T r o o p i n g   w i t h   C r o w s . 

B y   C .   L .   P i k k i s . 

M r s .   G a i n s b o r o u g h ’ s  

D i a m o n d s . 

B y  

B i b l e   C h a r a c t e r s . 

B y   C h a r l e s   R e a d s . 

I u i . i a n   H a w t h o r n e . 

R o g u e s . 

B y   R.  H .   S h e p a r d . 

N i a g a r a   S p r a y .   B y   J .  H o l i .i n g s h k a d . 

T h e   D a g o n e t   R e c i t e r . 

B y   G .   R .  S i m s . 

A   R o m a n c e   o f   t h e   Q u e e n ' s   H o u n d s . 

B y  

H o w   t h e   P o o r   L i v e . 

B y   G .   R .   S i m s . 

C h a r l e s   J a m e s . 

C a s e   o f   G e o r g e   C a n d l e m a s .   G .   R .  S i m s . 

G a r d e n   t h a t   P a i d   R e n t .   T o m  J f r r o l d . 

S a n d y c r o f t   M y s t e r y .   T .   \ V .  S p e i g h t . 

C u t   b y   t h e   M e s s . 

B y   A r t h u r   K k y s e u . 

H o o d w i n k e d . 

B y   T .   VV.  S p e i g h t . 

T e r e s a   I t a s c a . 

B y   A .   M a c A l p i n e . 

F a t h e r   D a m i e n .   B y   R .  L .   S t e v e n s o n . 

O u r   S e n s a t i o n   N o v e l .   I.  I I .   M c C a r t h y . 

A   D o u b l e   B o n d . 

B y   L i n d a   V i l l a r i . 

D o o m ! 

B y   J u s t i n   H .   M c C a r t h y . 

M y   L i f e   w i t h   S t a n l e y ’ s   R e a r   G u a r d .   B y  

D o l l y . 

B v   J u s t i n   I I .   M c C a r t h y .________

H e r b e r t   W a r d . 

HANDY  NOVELS.  Fcap. 8vo, cloth  boards,  1 * .   <*«!• each. 

1   h e   O l d  M a i d ’ s   S w e e t h e a r t .   A . S t . A u b y n   I  T a k e n   f r o m   t h e   E n e m y . 

I I .   N e w b o l t , 

M o d e s t   L i t t l e   S a r a . 

A l a n   S t .  A u b y n .  |  A   L o s t   S o u l . 

B y   VV.  L .   A l d e n . 

T h e   S e v e n   S l e e p e r s   o f   E p h e s u s . 

B y   M .   E .   C o l e r i d g e . 
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C HATTO  &  WINDUS,  214,  PICCADILLY. 
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MY  LIBRARY. 

C h o i c e   W o j  k s ,   p r i n t e d   on  l a i d   p a p e r ,   b o u n d   h . x l f - R o x b u r g b e .   *•£*.  O il.   e a c h . 

F o u r   F r e n c h w o m e n .   B y  A u s t i n   D o i i s o n .  I  C h r i s t i e   J o h n s t o n e .   B v C m a k l r s  R e a d s . 

C i t a t i o n   a n d   E x a m i n a t i o n   o f   W i l l i a m   I 

W i t h   a  P h o t o g r a v u r e   F r o n t   s p i o r e . 

S h a k s p e a r e . 

B v   W .   S .   L a n d o r . 

I  P e g   W o f f i n g t o n . 

B y   C h a r l e s   H e a d f . 

T l i e   J o u r n a l   o f   M a u r i c e   d e   G u e r i n . 

I  T h e   D r a m a t i c   E s s a y s   o f  C h a r l e s   L a m b . 

THE  POCKET  LIBRARY.  Post 8vo,  punted  on  laid  paper  and  lif.-bd., 

c a - .h . 

T h e   E s s a y s   o f   E l l a . 

B y   C h a r l e s   L a m u . 

W h i t e ' s   N a t u r a l   H i s t o r y   o f   S e l b o r n o . 

R o b i n s o n   C r u s o e .   E d i t e d  b y  Jo h n   M a j o r . 

G u l l i v e r ' s   T r a v e l s ,   a nd   T h e   T a l e   o f   a

W i t h   37 11 lusts.  by G eo rg e  C r u i k s h 'NK. 

T u b . 

B y   D e a n   S w i f t , 

W h i m s   a n d   O d d i t i e s .   B y  T h o m a s   H o o d .  i  T h e   R i v a l s ,   S c h o o l   f o r   S c a n d a l , a n d o t h r r W i t h   8s  I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

P la v s   b y   R i c h a r d   B r i n s l e y   S h e r i d a n . 

T h e   B a r b e r ' s   C h a i r ,   a nd  T h e   H e d g e h o g   I  A n e c d o t e s   o f   t h e   C l e r g y . 

|.  L a r w o o d , 

L e t t e r s . 

B y   D q u o l a s   Je k r o l d . 

I  T h o m s o n ’ s   S e a s o n s . 

l)lustra*ed. 

C a s t r o n o m y . 

B v   B k i l i   a t - S a v a k i n . 

T h e   A u t o c r a t   or  t h e   B r e a k f a s t   T a b l e  

T h e   E p i c u r e a n ,   &c.  B y  T h o m a s   M o o r e . 

a n d   T h e   P r o f e s s o r   a t   t h e   B r e a k f a s t -  

L e i g h   H u n t ’ s   E s s a y s . 

E d   K.  O m . m- r . 

T a b l e . 

B v   O l i v e r   W r s » K f    i .   H. w  m k s . 

THE  PICCADILLY  NOVELS. 

L i d r a r y   E d i t i o n s   o f   N o v e l s ,  m a n y   l l l u s t r  atpil ,  c r o w n   8 v o ,   c l o t h   e x t r a ,   .*Bs.  l i d .   e a c h . 

B y  

» ■ .  A L L E 3 I . 

I I O K T .   A   F I C  A N 4   E *  4  0 E E I N * . 

G r e e n   a s   G r a s s . 

T r a n s m i g r a t i o n . 

F r o m   M i d n i g h t   t o   M i d n i g h t . 

B y   < 2 I M N T   A L L E i V . 

B l a c k s m i t h   a n d   S c h o l a r . 

P h i l i s l i a . 

T h e  T e n t s   o f   S h e m . 

V i l l a g e   C o m e d y . 

Y o u   P J a y   M o  F a l s o . 

B a b y l o n  

F o r   M a i m i e ' s   S a k e . 

B y   A V I  E l i  11 '  4  0 1 . 1 . I N * . 

S t r a n g e   S t o r i e s . 

T h e   D e v i l ' s   D i e . 

A r m a d a l e . 

T h e   F r o z e n   D e e p . 

B e c k o n i n g   H a n d . 

T h i s   M o r t a l   C o i l . 

A f t e r   D a r k . 

T h e   T w o   D e s t i n i e s . 

I n   a l l   S h a d e s . 

T h e   G r e a t   T a b o o . 

N o   N a m e . 

L a w   a n d   t h e   L a d y . 

D u m a r e s q ’ s   D a u g h t e r .   |  B l o o d   R o y a l . 

A n t o n i n a .   [  B a s i l . 

H a u n t e d   H o t e l . 

T h e   D u c h e s s   o f   P o w y s l a n d . 

H i d e   a n d   S e e k . 

T h e   F a l l e n   L e a v e s . 

B y   E l > A V I ( V   I , .   A I L \ O U ) . 

T h e   D e a d   S e c r e t . 

J e z e b e l ’ s  D a u g h t e r . 

P h r a   t h e   P h o e n i c i a n . 

Q u e e n   o f   H e a r t s . 

T h e   B l a c k   R o b e . 

By  A L I K   N T .   A l ’ BV.y. 

M y   M i s c e l l a n i e s . 

H e a r t  a n d   S c i e n c e . 

W o m a n   i n   W h i t e . 

“   I  S a y   N o . ” 

A   F e l l o w   o f   T r i n i t y . 

T h e   M o o n s t o n e . 

L i t t l e   N o v e l s . 

B y   R e v .   * .   B A R I N G   G O I   I J > . 

M a n   a n d   W i f e . 

i  T h e   E v i l   G e n i u s . 

R e d   S p i d e r . 

I  E v e . 

P o o r   M i s s   F i n c h . 

T h e   L e g a c y  o f  C a i n  

M i s s   o r   M r s ? 

B y   A V .  B l i S A N T   A   .V.  I t  M   i : . 

A   R o g u e ’ s   L i f e . 

N e w   M a g d a l e n . 

B l i n d   L o v e . 

M y   L i t t l e   G i r l . 

B y   C e l i a ' s   A r b o u r . 

B y   I I C I ' T O N   (   0 0 1 4 . 

C a s e  o f  M r . L u c r a f t . 

M o n k s   o f   T h e l e m a . 

P a u l   F o s t e r ’ s   D a u g h t e r . 

T h i s  S o n  o f  V u l c a n . 

T h e   S e a m y   S i d e . 

B y   .41 A T T   C R I   V I, 

G o l d e n   B u t t e r f l y . 

T e n   Y e a r s ’ T e n a n t . 

A d v e n t u r e s   o f   a   F a i r   R e b e l . 

R e a d y - M o n e y   M o r t i b o y . 

B y   B .   V|.  4  K i i K E R . 

W i t h   H a r p   a n d   C r o w n . 

’ T w a s   i n   T r a f a l g a r ’ s   B a y . 

D i a n a   B a r r i n g t o n .   I  P r e t t y  M i s s  N e v i l l e . 

P r o p e r   P r i d e . 

|  A   B i r d   o f   P a s s a g e . 

T h e   C h a p l a i n   o f   t h e   F l e e t . 

B y   A V I  1 .1 .1  A . V i   4 J V C I . E * . 

B y   A l A I / t ’ E U   B E *  A  N T . 

H e a r t s   o f   G o l d . 

A l l   S o r t s   a n d   C o n d i t i o n s   o f   M e n . 

B y   A l i i * I I 4 I N S K   I M

l   O l   T . 

T h e   C a p t a i n s ’  R o o m .   | 

H e r r   P a u ! u 3 . 

T h e   E v a n g e l i s t ;   o r ,   P o r t   S a l v a t i o n . 

A l l   i n   a   G a r d e n   F a i r

B v   E R  A *  VI |  *   » A A V * O N . 

T h e   W o r l d   W e n t   V e r y   W e l l   T h e n . 

T h e   F o u n t a i n   o f   Y o u t h . 

F o r   F a i t h   a n d   F r e e d o m . 

B y   .1 %   V I E *   l > E   T I I L L E . 

D o r o t h y   F o r s t e r , 

j  T h e   H o l y   R o s e . 

A   C a s t l e   i n   S p a i n . 

U n c l e   J a c k . 

A r m o r e l   o f   L y o n -  

B v   ,i.  L i n   n   r e i c a v i : v r . 

C h i l d r e n  o f  G i b s o n . 

e s s e . 

O u r   L a d y   o f   T e a r 3 .   ! 

C i r c e ’ s   L o v e r s . 

B e l l   o f   S t .   P a u l ' s .   I  S t .   K a t h e r i n e ’ s   b y B y   1 ) 1 ( 1 4   l ) 0 > 0 1 A . \ , 

T o   C a l l   H e r   M i n e .   |

t h e   T o w e r . 

T r a c k e d   t o   D o o m . 

B y   V l r * .   A N N I E   E I M V A l t D E * . 

B y   I S O B E B T   B U C H A N   A N . 

A r c h i e   L o v e l l . 

T h e   S h a d o w   o f   t h e   S w o r d .   | 

M a t t . 

B y   4 ; .   VI A N  V l I i E E   F E N N . 

A   C h i l d   o f   N a t u r e .   ! 

H e i r   o f   L i n n e . 

T h e   N e w   M i s t r e s s . 

T h e   M a r t y r d o m   o f   M a d e l i n e . 

B y   P E R C Y   F I T / 4 « E R A L B . 

G o d   a n d   t h e   M a n .   I  T h e   N e w   A b e l a r d . 

F a t a l   Z e r o . 

L o v o   M e   f o r   E v e r . 

F o x g l o v e   M a n o r . 

B y   B .   E .   I   I C A N I   I L L O N . 

A n n a n   W a t e r . 

|  M a s t e r  o f   t h e   M i n e . 

Q u e e n   C o p h e t u a . 

I  A  R e a l   Q u e e n . 

B y   H A L L   C A I N E . 

O n e   b y   O n e . 

I  K i n g   o r   K n a v e  

T h e   S h a d o w   o f   a   C r i m e . 

| » r «   l . l i y  * i r   B  A  l i T E E   I ' K C R  E . 

A   S o n   o f   H a g a i ' . 

I  T h e   D e e m s t e r , 

P a n d u r a n g   Har<.«
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T h e  P ic ca d m .l v   (3/6)  N o v e l s —  c o n tin u e d * 

T h e  P ic c a d il l y   (3/6)  N o v e l s —  c o n tin u e d ,  

l l y   U D T V A H D   U A H  I t  K I T . 

H y   O I I D A . 

T h s   C a p e l  G ir ls . 

H e l d   in   B o n d a g e . 

T w o  L i t t l e  W o o d e n

l l y   G I I A I I L K N   C f l H H O N . 

S t r a t h m o r e . 

S h o es. 

R o b in   G r a y . 

I  T h o   G o ld e n   S h a ft . 

C h a n d o s . 

I n   a   W i n t e r   C it y . 

L o v i n g   a   D r e a m .  I  O f  H i g h   D e g r e e . 

U n d e r   T w o   F la g s , 

A r ia d n e . 

T h e   F l o w e r   o f   t h e   F o r e s t . 

l d a l i a . 

F r ie n d s h ip . 

l l y   H .   G L A N V U A E . 

C e c liC a s t le m a ln c 's  

M o th s . 

|  R u th no. 

G a g e . 

T h e   L o s t   H e ir e s s .  | 

T h e   F o s s lc k e r . 

P l p i s t r e l l o . 

T r l c o t r l n .   |  P u c k . 

A V I I

Illa g e C o m m u n e  

l l y   n t f ' l l ,   G K I F I T T I I . 

F o l l e   F a r l n e . 

B lin b l. 

|  W a n d a . 

C o r l n t h l a   M a r a z lo n . 

A   D o g  o r   F la n d e r s . 

F r e s c o e s .  O t h m a r . 

l l y   T I I O I I A N   I I A U D I ' . 

P a s c a r e l.   I  S lg n a . 

In   M a r e m m n , 

U n d e r   th e   G r e e n w o o d   T r e e . 

P r in c e s s   N a p r a x -  

S y r l i n .   G u lld e r o y . 

l l y   I t  H U T   I I A I I T E . 

ln e . 

S a n t a   B a r b a r a . 

A  W a i f   o f   th e   P la ln B . 

H y   M A I I G A H U T   A .   P A C E

A   W a r d   o f   t h e   G o ld e n   G a te . 

G e n t le   a n d   S im p le . 

A  S a p p h o   o f   G r e e n   S p r in g s . 

B y   J A   t i l l s   P A I N . 

C o lo n e l  S t a r b o t t l e 's   C lie n t . 

L o 3 t   S ir   M a s s in g b e r d . 

S u s y . 

| 

S a l l y   D o w s . 

L e s s   B la c k   t h a n   W e 'r e   P a i n t e d . 

l l y   J I E I A N   I I A t t   l   l l O I I M l . 

A   C o n f i d e n t i a l   A g e n t . 

G a r t h . 

I  D u s t. 

A  G r a p e   f r o m   a   T h o r n . 

E l l i c e   Q u e n tin . 

F o r t u n e 's   F o o l. 

I 11  P e r i l   a n d   P r i v a t i o n . 

S e b a s t ia n   S tr o m e .  | B e a t r i x   R a n d o lp h . 

T h o   M y s t e r y   o f   M ir b r id g e . 

D a v i d   P o i n d e x t e r 's   D is a p p e a r a n c e . 

T h e   C a n o n ’ s   W a r d . 

T h e   S p e c t r e   o f   t h e   C a m e r a . 

W a l t e r ’ s  W o r d . 

T a l k   o f   t h e  T o w n  

l l y   M ir   A .   I I U I . I ’ N . 

B y   P r o x y . 

H o l i d a y   T a s k s . 

I v a n   d e   B lr o n . 

H i g h   S p ir it s . 

T h e   B u r n t   M illio n . 

B y   I S A A C   I I E N D E H M O N . 

U n d e r   O n e  R o o f. 

T h o  W o r d   a n d   th o  

A g a t h a   P a g e . 

F r o m   E x ile . 

W i l l . 

l l y   M m .   A M T I E D   I I T I N T . 

G l o w - w o r m   T a le s . 

S u n n y   S t o r ie s . 

T iic   L e a d e n   C a s k e t .  |  S e lf- C o n d e m n e d . 

T h a t   o t h e r   P e r s o n . 

l l y   E .   C . P R I C E . 

l l y   I I .   A M H E   K I . M i . 

Y a l e n t l n a . 

I  T h e   F o r e ig n e r s , 

A  D r a w n   G a m e . 

M r s .  L a n c a s t e r 's   R i v a l . 

“ T h o   W e a r i n g   o f   th o   G r e e n .” 

H y   I I  H i l l  A  H D   P H Y  C U . 

l l y   U .   I . V N \   L I N T O y . 

M is s   M a x w e l l ’ s   A f f e c t io n s . 

P a t r i c i a   K e m b a l l .   I  lo n e . 

H y   C U A H I . E 8   I I E A D E . 

U n d e r w h i c h L o r d ? 

P a s t o n   C a r e w . 

I t   I s   N e v e r   T o o   L a t e   t o   M e n d . 

“ M y   L o Y e l ’ ’ 

I S o w i n g   t h e   W i n d . 

T h e   D o u b le   M a r r ia g e . 

T h e   A t o n e m e n t   o f   L e a rn   D u n d a s . 

L o v e   M e   L i t t l e ,   L o v e   M e  L o n g , 

T h e   W o r l d   W e l l   L o s t . 

T h e   C l o i s t e r   a n d   th e   H e a r t h . 

l l y   H E N R Y   T V .  L l ' C V . 

T h e   C o u r s e   o f   T r u e   L o v e . 

G id e o n   F le y c e . 

T h e   A u t o b i o g r a p h y   o r   a   T h ie f. 

H r   J I M T 1 N   i l l r C A K l ' I l V . 

P u t   Y o u r s e l f   In   h is   P l a c e . 

A   F a i r   S a x o n . 

I  D o n n a   Q u ix o t e . 

A   T e r r i b l e   T e m p t a t i o n . 

L l n l e y   R o c h fo r d . 

M a id   o f   A t h e n s . 

S i n g l e h e a r t   a n d   D o u b lc fa c e . 

M is s   M is a n t h r o p e .  I  C a m io la . 

G o o d   S t o r i e s o f  M e n   a n d   o t h e r  A n i m a l s . 

T h e   W a t e r d a l e   N e ig h b o u r s . 

H a r d   C a s h . 

W a n d e r i n g   H e ir . 

M y   E n e m y ’ s  D a u g h te r . 

P e g   W o f f i n g t o n . 

A  W o m a n - H a t e r . 

D e a r   L a d y   D is d a in . 

C h r ls t ie J o h n s t o n e .  A  S im p le t o n . 

T h e   C o m e t   o f   a   S e a s o n . 

G r i f f i t h   G a u n t . 

R e a d ia n a . 

l l y   A G N E S   M A U D O N E I . U . 

F o u l  P l a y . 

T h e   J ilt . 

Q u a k e r   C o u s in s . 

A   P e r i l o u s   S e c r e t. 

H r   D .   I l l  H 1 M T I U   H I I ' l l  I I A  V . 

H y   l l l n .   .1 .  I I .   R I D D E L L . 

L ir e 's   A t o n e m e n t .  I  V a l   S t r a n g e . 

T h o   P r i n c e  o f   W a l e s ’ s  G a r d e n   P a r t y . 

J o s e p h ’ s   C o a t . 

H e a r t s . 

W e i r d   S to r ie s . 

C o a ls   o f   F i r e . 

|  A   M o d e l  F a t h e r . 

B y   U .   T V .  K O B I N M O N . 

O ld   B la z e r 's   H e r o . 

W o m e n   a r e   S t r a n g e . 

B y   th e   G a t e   o f  t h e   S ea. 

T h e   H a n d s   o f   J u s t ic e . 

A   B it   o f   H u m a n   N a t u r e . 

H y   T V .  C L A R K   U I S S E L L . 

F i r s t  P e r s o n   S in g u la r .   I  C y n i c   F o r t u n e . 

A n  O c e a n   T r a g e d y . 

T h e   W a y   o f   t h e   W o r l d . 

M y   S h i p m a t e   L o u is e . 

l l y   M U I I K A Y   d t   H E R M A N . 

A lo n e   o n   a   W i d e   W i d e   S e a . 

T h e   B is h o p s ’  B ib le . 

H y   J O H N   M A U N D E R S ) . 

P a u l   J o n e s 's   A lia s . 

G u y   W a t e r m a n . 

| T w o   D r e a m e r s . 

H y   I I  1   11 I '   N I M H E T . 

B o u n d   t o   t h e   W h e e l. 

“ B a ll  U p  I ” 

T h e   L i o n   in   t h e   P a t h . 

H y   G E O R G E D   O i l . N E T . 

H y   K A T H A R I N E   S A U N D E R S  

A   W e i r d   G ift . 

M a r g a r e t   a n d   E l i z a b e t h . 

H y   H i t s .   © I . I P I I A N T . 

G i d e o n 's   R o c k . 

I  H e a r t   S a l v a g e . 

Vk.iUeladies, 

T h e   H ig h   M ills . 

1  S e b a s t ia n , 
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T his  P i c c a d i l l y  (3/6)  N o v e l s —  e o i t l i n u t i l . 

T h e   P i c c a d i l l y   (3/6)  N o v e l s —  c o n t i u u r : !.  

H r   1,1  l i  1 :  M i l   A l t  I * . 

B y   A N T H O N Y   T R O L L O P E . 

I n   a   S to a m o r   C h a ir . 

F r a u   F r o h m a n n . 

I  K e p t   in   t h e   D a r k . 

M a r lo n   F a y . 

I  L a n d - L e a g u e r s . 

B y   I U W

L K V   M I A R T . 

T h e   W a y   W e   L i v e   N o w . 

W i t h o u t   L o v e   o r   L lc e n c o . 

M r.  S c a r b o r o u g h 's   F a m i l y . 

n y   H .   A .   M   I   I I M

M

U ' . 

B y   l ' .   € ’ .  f h a m e h - t y t l e i i . 

T h e   A f g h a n   K n ife . 

M is t r e s s   J u d it h . 

B y   B E K T I I A   T I I O M A N . 

B y   M A R A H   T V T I . K R . 

T h e   B r i d e 's   P a s s .  |  L a d y   B o ll. 

P r o u d   M a le le . 

|  T h e   Y l o l l n   p l a y e r , 

B u r le d   D ia m o n d s . 

n y   F R A N C E S   B .   T R O L L O P E . 

T h e   B l a c k h a l l   G h o s ts . 

L i k e   S h ip s   u p o n   t h e   S e a . 

B y   I T I A H K   T W A I N . 

A n n e   F u r n e s s . 

I  M a b e l's   P r o g r e s s . 

T h e   A m e r i c a n   C la im a n t . 

B y   I V A N   T t R O K A I E F F ,   A r . 

 H r   J .   H.   W I N T E R . 

S t o r ie s   f r o m   F o r e ig n   N o v e lis t s . 

A  S o l d i e r 's   C h ild r e n . 

CHEAP  EDITIONS  OF  POPULAR  NOVELS. 

P o s t   8 v o ,  I l l u s t r a t e d   b o a r d s ,   I Js.  e a c h . 

B y   A R T E l I l ’ N   W A B D . 

B y   A V A L T E H   R E M  I  N T . 

A r t e m u s   W a r d   C o m p le te , 

D o r o t h y   F o r s t e r . 

I  U n c le   J a c k . 

B y   K O . n O . Y O   A B O U T . 

C h l l d r o n o f G l b e o n .   I  H e r r   P a u lu s . 

A ll  S o r t s   a n d   C o n d it io n s   o f   M o il. 

T h e   F e lla h . 

B y   I I  A T I I L T O Y   A I D E . 

T h e   C a p t a i n s '  R o o m . 

C a r r   o f   C a r r l y o n .   | C o n fld e n c e s . 

A ll  In   a   G a r d e n   F a i r . 

T h e   W o r l d   W e n t   V e r y   W e l l   T l u n . 

B y   M A R Y   A L B E R T , 

F o r   F a i t h   a n d   F r e e d o m . 

B r o o k e   F i n c h l e y ’ s   D a u g h te r . 

T o   C a ll  H e r   M in e . 

B y   . l i r e .   A L E X A N D E R . 

T h e   B e ll  o f   S t.  P a u l 's .   I  T h e   H o l y   R o s e . 

M aid, W i f e ,  o r  W i d o w   7  |  V a l e r i e ’   F a t e . 

A r m o r e l   o f   L y o n e s s e . 

B y   In  R A N T   A L L E Y . 

S t.  K a t h e r i n e 's   b y   t h e   T o w e r . 

T h e   D e v i l 's   D ie . 

S t r a n g e   S t o r ie s . 

B y   B R E T   H A R T E . 

T h i s   M o r t a l  C o ll. 

P h l l l s t l a . 

C a l i f o r n i a n B t o r i e s .   |  G a b r ie l  C o n r o y . 

I n   a l l   S h a d e s . 

B a b y l o n . 

■  -

A n   H e ir e s B   o f   R e d   D o g . 

I  F lip . 

T h e   B e c k o n in g   H a n d . 

T h e   L u c k   o f   R o a r i n g   C a m p .  |  M a r u ja . 

F o r   M a lm t e ’ s  S a k e .  I  T e n t s   o f   Sherri. 

A   P h y l l i s   o f   t h e   S ie r r a s . 

G r e a t   T a b o o .  I  D u m a r e s q   s   D a u g h t e r . 

B y   H A R O L D   R K Y D U E M . 

B y   E .   I . E M T E K   A R Y O L O . 

U n c le   S a m   a t   H o m e . 

P h r a   t h e   P h o e n ic ia n . 

B y   R O B E R T   B U C H A N A N . 

B y   A I . A Y   S T . A C B Y N . 

A   F e l l o w   o f  T r i n i t y .   I  T h e   J u n i o r   D e a n . 

T h e  S h a d o w  o f   t h e   T h e   M a r t y r d o m   o f  

S w o r d . 

M a d e lin e . 

B y   R e v .   S .   B A R ■ N O   G O I L O . 

A  C h ild   o f   N a t u r e .  A n n a n   W a t e r . 

R e d   S o ld e r . 

I  E v e . 

B y   F R A N K   B A R R E T T , 

G o d   a n d   th e   M a n .  T h e   N e w   A b e la r d . 

L o v e   M e  f o r   E v e r ,   j  M a tt. 

F e t t e r e d   f o r   L i f e . 

F o x g l o v e   M a n o r . 

T h e   H e i r  o f   L ln n e . 

B e t w e e n   L i f e   a n d   D e a t h . 

T h e   S in   o f   O lg a   Z a s s o u lic h . 

T h e   M a s t e r   o f   t h e   M in e . 

F o l l v   M o r r is o n .  H o n e s t   D a v ie . 

B y   H A L L   C A I N E . 

L ie u t .  B a r n a b a s .  A  P r o d i g a l 's  P r o g r e s s . 

T h e   S h a d o w   o f   a   C r im e . 

F o u n d   G u i l t y .   !  A  R e c o i l i n g   V e n g e a n c e  

A   S on   o f   H a g a r . 

|  T h e   D e e m s te r . 

F o r   L o v e   a n d   H o n o u r . 

B y   C o m m i t  1 1  t i e r   C A M E R O N . 

J o h n   F o r d ;   a n d   H is   H e lp m a t e . 

T h e   C r u is e   o f   t h o   “ B la c k   P r i n c e . " 

B y   . l i r a .   L O V E T T   C A M E R O N . 

L i t t l e   L a d y   L in t o n . 

By  tv.  BEMANT  &  . 1.  K il l' 

D e c e iv e r s   E v e r . 

|  J u lie t 's   G u a r d ia n . 

B y   C e l i a 's   A r b o u r . 

T h i s  S on  o f Y u l c a n . 

B y   A U M T I N   C L A R E . 

M o n k s  o f   T h e le m a . 
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